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1961 Was Year of Unity, Says WCC US Executive Secretary 


(New York ) - More progress towards Christian unity was achieved during 
1961 than in any other recent year, says the Rev. Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
executive secretary in the US of the World Council of Churches in his 
annual year-end report. 


He lists four developments as especially noteworthy: 


les 


The integration of the WCC and the International Missionary Council 
brought together the major interests of the ecumenical movement 
into one agency. The theological concern for unity, the work of 
bringing the Gospel to bear upon the problems of society, and the 
missionary outreach of the churches are now to be correlated in 
programme and influence. 


The Pan-Orthodox Conference, Rhodes, gathered representatives of 
more of these ancient churches than had been together at any time 
for nearly three centuries. Although only preparatory for a 
general Pro-Synod, it was a necessary step in establishing effect- 
ive working relationships among the more important Eastern 
Orthodox churches. 
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3. The admission of the Russian Orthodox Church into the WCC inereased 
the Orthodox participation numerically by the largest single 
accession since the World Council was organized in LOAS., Eb eieo 
brought into ecumenical association the largest body of Christians 
directly involved in the struggle with atheism in a Communist 
society. 


4. The presence at the Third World Council Assembly of Roman Catholic 
observers designated by the Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity marked official recognition of regular channels 
and procedures for communication. and consultation. 


Thus, Dr. Barnes comments, three historical streams of Christianity 
"are now able to consult in an orderly way with regard to their common 
concerns for the world situation and the problems of Society. They are 
also in a better position to work for mutual understanding at the points 
of theological and ecclesiastical differences. And mutual understanding is 
prerequisite to distinguishing between points of seeming disagreement that 
can be resolved and points of actual disagreement in fundamental principle 
that will remain until God leads us all into new light and obedience". 


The WCC US Executive Secretary thiaks that the most significant state- 
ment made at the Third Assembly may prove to be the one on Christian Witness, 
Proselytism, and Religious Liberty which, he says, defines some important 
principles and sets forth "a code of good manners" to govern relationships 
between churches. 


His report recalls that during 1961 the WCC gained 23 new member 
churches but that three Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa withdrew 
from the Council in protest after a meeting held under WCC sponsorship in 
December 1960. This meeting condemned practices of racial segregation, 
particularly within churches. 


Dr. Barnes says that during 1961 the WCC took action on many fronts 
across the world. Appeals to its member churches brought aid to the Congo 
and to the hurricane-devastated South Sea Islands. Maimed and displaced 
Angolans, homeless Algerians, and sick and hungry Chinese in Hong Kong 
were some of the groups helped by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service of the WCC. The new policy-making Central Committee, 
meeting after the Third Assembly, authorized the Division of ICARWS to 
seek $1,200,000 in 1962 for relief operations. EPS, Geneva 


Second Vatican Council and Non-Catholic Christians 


(Rome) - On Christmas Day Pope John XXIII solemnly read the Bull convening 
the Second Ecumenical Vatican Council which is to meet later this year. 


Pope John explained that the Council has been summoned because it is 
the duty of the Church to bring the modern world into "contact with the 
vivifying and perennial energies of the Gospel - a world which exalts 
itself in its conquests in the technical and scientific fields". 


He pointed out that at a time "when many generous efforts are being 
made to restore the visible unity of all Christians in accordance with the 
will of the divine Redcemer, it is natural that the next Council should 
involve the first-fruits of doctrinal insight and mutual charity which will 
strengthen. still more the desire of our separated brethren ng return to 
the unity which they so long for and pave the way towards it". 
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The Bull concludes with a call to prayer: "We invite all Christians 
belonging to churches which are separated from Rome to JOLY Tn this ono 
of prayer. . .We know that many of them are longing to return to unity and 
peace in accordance with the prayer of Christ. We know too that they have 
not only welcomed the announcement of the Council with joy, but that many 
of them have promised to pray for its success and hope to send representa- 
tives from their churches to observe its work. All that is a great source 
of comfort and hope to us. It is precisely in order to facilitate these 
contacts that we have set up a Secretariat." EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Blake Discusses Issues Raised by Russian Church's WCC Membership 


(New York) - One of the problems which the WCC faces with the admission to 
membership of the Russian Orthodox Church and Orthodox Churches from other 
Communist countries is their anti-Roman Catholic position, Dr. Bugene 
Carson Blake, chief executive officer of the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, told a press conference when he returned from a three-day visit 
to the USSR. 


Dr. Blake said that at a time when the WCC is trying to improve rela- 
tions with the Roman Catholic Church the attitude of the Russian Church 
could present a difficult situation. 


Nevertheless, Dr. Blake strongly defended the admission of the Russian 
Church to membership of the WCC. He said that the World Council now brings 
together churches that had been out of touch with each other and provides a 
place where Christians can come to understand those who live under differ- 
ent political systems. Because of this he thought it could make a real 
contribution to "peace, justice, and freedom". 


He added that reports from delegates in Assembly committees indicate 
that the Russian Church intends to base its votes in the WCC on religious 
and not on political grounds. 


In a comment on his impressions of the Russian churches, Dr. Blake 
said that these "seem to be eager to have as many relationships as possible 
with US churches". He thought that the Communist party's intensified anti- 
religious campaign appeared to be having "some effect", But he noted that 
there is a distinction between the Communist party, which is totally 
irreligious, and the government of the USSR, which allows the existence of 
the Church. 


The church he had attended in Russia had been full, but the congrega- _ 


tion had been made up largely of older women. "The warmth of the dius eee 
people, especially in church circles, towards Americans is very moving’ ; 
Dr. Blake said. EPS, Geneva 


The "Osservatore Romano! Comments on WCC Third Assembly 


(Rome ) - The "Osservatore Romano", unofficial organ of the Vatican, has 
published its first comment on the Third Assembly of the WCC. in this 
Father Charles Boyer, S.J., who is a member of the Vatican Council's 
Secretariat for Christian Unity, deals primarily with the theological 
aspects of the work done at New Delhi. 
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The definition of unity accepted by the member churches of the WCC, 
Father Boyer writes, includes essential elements which also exist in the 
Roman Church, although it has no hierarchy to bind it together. But the 
unity envisaged is so broad that it can hardly be achieved without some 
visible, infallible authority. In Father Boyer's view it is also signifi- 
cant that the new Basis of the WCC expressly mentions the Trinity. 

EPS, Geneva 


Christian Students Initiate New Service Project 


(Bangalore) - The Executive Committee of the World Student Christian Federa- 
tion, meeting at Bangalore, South India, December 8-14, approved the 
initiation of a "Frontier Study and Service" project to draw in students 
who wish to devote a few years to giving service and study in situations 
where the Church has not yet been able to take root, especially in some 
universities. 


The committee, chaired by the Rev. Philip Potter, Jamaica, gave much 
attention to the new formulas by which students can devote themselves to 
the Church!s service and its mission in the world. It approved a consider- 
able extension of the ecamenical assistance programme started by the WSCF 
for assisting Student Christian Movement groups all over the world. 


The committee also discussed the problem of Holy Communion as it con- 
fronts the Student Christian Movement and the WSCF. It was emphasized that 
the problem is not that of "inter-communion", a term which is open to theo- 
logical dispute; it is the problem of Holy Communion itself. 


Finally, the committee examined the present political situation and 
recommended that a systematic study should be made of "nations and national- 
isms in the contemporary world". The committee sent an official letter to 
every Student Christian Movement, drawing their attention to the importance 
of "political service" today. The letter mentions "the uncertainties, 
terrors, and concerns" of the present time, and adds ¢ 


"We are convinced that the Word which needs in these circumstances to 
be proclaimed and received anew is simply that Jesus Christ loves the world 
and that we are called to love it also in his likeness. This applies to the 
whole world, that is to say, to all men in all aspects of their life, 
including politics. His promise applies to politics as well as to religious 
tife.. The. niniastrycofvréconcihiation of the Church is also a ministry of 
political reconciliation." EPS, Geneva 


Arohbishop of Athens Dies 


(Geneva) - Archbishop Theoclitos, Orthodox Primate of Athens and all Greece, 
dicd in Athens on January 8. He was 71 years of age. 


The Primate was elected head of the Church of Greece in August 1957, 
by conclave of all Greek bishops. He had seen a bishop since 1931, first 
of Aighion and Kalavryta, and then, in 1944, of Patras where he stayed until 
his election to the archbishopric. 


He worked hard to bring about the pan-Orthodox reunion which took 
place in Rhodes last September. 


The Holy Synod of the Greek Orthodox Church will meet shortly to elect 
his successor. 
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The deaths are also reported of Mr. George T. Gallin and M. F. Mare 
Sauter, who had both been associated for many years with ecumenical 
activities. 


Mr. Gallin had served in Germany for 12 years on the staff of the WCC 
service to Refugees. He was Executive Secretary of the Ecumenical Commis- 
sion for Aid to Orthodox Refugee Clergy in Germany and director of the 
Orthodox Church Fund which administers contributions from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, the German Federal Republic, and the WCC Service to 
Refugees. 


M. Sauter was director for many years of the Ecumenical Church Loan 
Fund (ECLOF) and of the International Association of Protestant Clergymen. 
He devoted a great part of his life to the WCC's work of-Inter-Churoh Aid. 
EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Fry Talks to Ethiopia's Emperor About Church Radio Project 


(Addis Ababa) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC's Central 
Committee, talked to Emperor Hailie Selassie, during an audience here, of 
the new shortwave radio station which Lutheran World Federation is setting 
up in Addis Ababa to beam programmes over Africa, the Near East, and even 
to the Pacific. 


Dr. Fry told the Emperor that it is hoped the station will be used by 
churches to preach the Gospel to Africa and Asia. He said that the project 
would demonstrate Christian unity because a number of churches, including 
the Church of Ethiopia, would proclaim the Gospel over the same airwaves 
and would be heard on the same receiving sets. 


The Emperor replied that he hoped the project would be a fulfilment of 
the words of Jesus Christ when He said that His Gospel should be preached 
to all nations. 


During his audience with the Emperor, Dr. Fry said that at the WCC 
Assembly in New Delhi Abuna Theophilus, who led the delegation of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, had cordially invited the WCC to hold its next 
assembly in Addis Ababa. Dr. Fry explained that beceuse other invitations 


had been received the decision would be made later by the Central Committee. 
EPS, Geneva 


Pastors from 7 Confessions in Week of PraversoeLry Loe 


(Geneva) - Clergymen from seven Christian confessions will join in an 
ecumenical service at St. Peter's Cathedral, Geneva, on January 21 to mark 
the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity sponsored internationally by 
the WCC's Faith and Order Commission. 


The service, lasting one hour, will be carried directly by the Swiss 
television network. Stations in other European countries will also transmit 
the service through the Eurovision relay system. 


Among those taking part in the service will be Orthodox, Anglican, 
Reformed, Lutheran, Methodist, Congregational, and Old Catholic ministers. 
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In England, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have authorized the 
message from the Third Assembly of the WCC to be read in churches and 
commend its use for January 21 (see EPS December aon, 


The Week of Prayer sponsored vy /FAS th and Order Commission will begin 
on January 18 and will continue through January 25. It will coincide with 
a parallel Week of Prayer marked by many Roman Catholics. HPS, Geneva 


British Churchmen Honoured by Queen Elizabeth II 


(London) - Among those named in the New Year Honours List are several 
churchmen. The Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral, London (the Very Rev. Dr. W. 
R. Matthews) becomes a Companion of Honour, one of the highest distinctions 
bestowed by the Crown. 


The former Archbishop of West Africa and Bishop of Sierra Leone (the 
Most) Rev. J.\L. C:,Horstead), who’ is shortly to be instituted to the living 
of Appleby Magna, in the Leicester diocese, is to become a Commander of the 
Order of St. Michael and St. George. And the Order of the British Empire 
is being given to Mr. F. D. Campbell Allen, a layman, for his services to 
the Church of England. 


The Rev. Harold Casebow, Baptist Missionary Society's Field Secretary 
for the Congo, is also awarded the Order of the British Empire, and so is 
Mr. Brian Thomas, artist in stained glass, who worked on the Order's chapel 
in St. Paul's Cathedral, London. EPS, Geneva 


Israel's President Sends New Year Message HO. -onra Strans 


(Jerusalem) - President Itzhak Ben-Zvi, in a New Year message to Israel's 
50,000 Christians, has said that the country fervently desires peace and 
that social standards should be improved without regard to religious, 
racial or colour distinctions. 


The President hoped that "the prayers coming forward at this season 
from Zion, the abode of peace, may be heard in heaven", and he ended by 
quoting a verse from the Book of Psalms (4639) which, he said, contained a 
vision of divine disarmament. The verse reads: "He makes wars cease to 
the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns 
the (chariots with fire!" 


The message was reaé at a reception given to leaders of the Roman 
Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, and Protestant communities in Israel. 
EPS, Geneva 


Centenarian Praises Church Union Efforts 


(New York) - Interviewed on his 105th birthday, the Rev. Arthur Judson 
Brown, retired Presbyterian minister and missions executive, said he was 
gratified to find there is so much more church union now than in the days 
of his ministry. 


Dr. Brown, who took an active part in ecumenical conferences which led 
to the formation of the WCC in 1948, ig an officer of the Council on 
Religion and International Affairs. 
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He told an interviewer on his birthday: "There are fewer people who 
hold back from church union because !the time is not ripe' or because they 
are waiting for the 'voice of God!. 


"Godts voice long ago called for unity. The time has been ripe for 
unity for more than 50 years. It is good in my ‘old age to: see evidences 
of advancement towards the goal." 


Dr. Brown is the author of 16 books on missions. He is the only 
living charter member of the Council on Religion and International Affairs 
formed by Andrew Carnegie in 1914 as the inter-creedal Church Peace Union. 

EPS, Geneva 


Dutch Church Asks Government to find New Guinea Deadlock 


(The Hague) - The general synod of the Nethcrlands Reformed Church has made 
"a strong appeal" to the government, parliament, and people to take the 
initiative to break the deadlock between Holland and Indonesia over the 
New Guinea issue. 


The synod's executive council, in a letter sent to parliament, govern- 
ment, and churches, says it must be possible to find a way of breaking this 
deadlock. 


The synod adds it has taken note of a letter by the Evangelical Church 
of Halmahera and Merotai in Indonesia in which this church appeals to the 
Netherlands Reformed Church to consider, "for the sake of peace and man- 
kind", ways of ending amicably the dispute over West New Guinea between the 
governments of the Netherlands and Indonesia. EPS, Geneva 


Evanston Ecumenical Unit to Merge with Chicago Federation? 


(Evanston, Ill.) - Trustees of the Evanston Institute for Ecumenical 

Studies have voted to seek a merger with the Church Federation of Greater 
Chicago. According to an Institute spokesman, the merger is being sought 

to place the centre on firmer financial ground. Activities planned for 
1962, such as conferences, will be carried out, but no new undertakings will 
be scheduled until after the merger discussions. Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler, 
an Institute trustee and the Federation's executive vice-president, says 
that the talks have been approved by the Federation's Executive Board. 


Founded in 1947, the Institute trains clergy and laymen for leadership 
in the ecumenical movement. It serves also as a centre for research and 
study in ecumenical concerns and for seminars on the practical application 
of Christian principles to everyday affairs. 


Mewlmetatute.is the onlyw centre of ite kind in the US.) 1t.is 
modelled on the WCC's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. 
EPS, Geneva 


Brazilian Protestant, Catholic Clergy in Ecumenical Talks 


(Rio de Janeiro) - A series of monthly conferences has begun here at which 
Protestant and Roman Catholic clergy and laymen discuss the ecumenical 
movement. 
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At each meeting a specific topic is (iicussed, such as the forthcoming 
second Vatican Council and the recent Third Assembly of the WCC. 


Sessions are held at the offices of the Catholic Confederation of Rio 
de Janeiro under the chairmanship of the president, Father Estevao Bitten- 
court. They are attended by Roman Catholics, Bpiscopalians, Presbyterians, 
Methodists, and Baptists. EPS, Geneva 


New Swedish Bishop Opposes Women Pastors 


(Stockholm) - On the recommendation of the Swedish government, King Gustav 
Adolf has appointed to the see of Visby a new bishop who opposes the admis- 
sion of women to the ministry, legally authorized three years ago. 


He is the Very Rev. Olle Herrlin, dean of Uppsala Cathedral. He 
succeeds Bishop Algot Anderberg, who retired at the end of 1961. 


The new bishop has told reporters that, concerning women ministers he 
will "keep in mind the rights of women according to the law, and the best 
interests of the Church and the diocese". EPS, Geneva 


Reports of the Third Assembly 


Geneva - The Message and the reports of the Sections of the Assembly on 
Witness, Service and Unity are being published in Hnglish and German early 
in February under the title New Delhi Speaks and Neu Delhi Spricht by the 
SCM Press, London, Association Press, New York, and the Evang. Missions- 
verlag, Stuttgart. 


The following addresses are reproduced in the January 1962 issue of 
The Ecumenical Roview (Vol.XIV, 2) "Jesus Christ the Light of the World" 
by Bishop Gottfried Noth, "Called to Witness" by Dr. Paul D. Devanandan, 
"Called to Service" by Prof. Masao Takenaka, iWGad led tos Und ty ibypr Nok. 
Joseph Sittler, "The Missionary Dimension of the Ecumenical Movement" by 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, "Mhe Calling of the World Council of Churches" 
by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, “Unity, Holiness and Truth" by the Archbishop 
of Cantezbu cy, "The Witness and Service of Eastern Orthodoxy to the One 
Undivided Uhurch" by Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, "The Laity, the Church and the 
World" by K. von Bismarck, E.V. Matthew and #. M. Batten. 


The Message of the Assembly to the churches, the Appeal to all g-vern- 
ments and peoples, the Message to Christians in South Africa, and the 
messages received from the Foumenical Patriarch, the Patriarch of Moscow 
and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church are also reproduced in full in the 
January issue of The Ecumenical Review of which individual copies may be 
ordered from 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. 


The full Report of the Third Assembly containing 4 narrative account 
of the proceedings and the official versions of the reports of Committees 
and Sections and all other important documents of the Assembly will be 
published in May in English, French and German editions. 
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IN BRIEF 


Press reports of the Russian Orthodox Christmas servicesnote that ~ 
among the 4,000 worshippers in Moscow cathedral a considerable number were 
young people. It is agreed that the proportion was clearly higher than in 
recent years. 


* * * 


A ministry to Italian workers who have emigrated to Germany is to be 
undertaken by the Italian Waldensian Church. It will be directed by the 
Rev. Liborio Naso who will make pastoral visits to Waldensians in Germany. 


¥ * * 


Congo Protestant Relief Agency is calling for 100 doctors to serve a 
five-year term in the Congo. Before independence, the country had 750 
doctors, but the number is now about 250, of whom 60 are Protestant 
medical missionaries. 


* * * 


Baptists in Lugano, Switzerland, are to build the first Free Church 
chapel in the Tessin canton. The chapel will cost $46,500 and will seat 
100 worshippers. 


* * * 


Patriarch Alexis of Moscow has granted promotion to a number of Russian 
Church dignitaries. Bishop John (Wendland), the Exarch of the Patriarchate 
in East Berlin, has been made an Archbishop. The Arch-Priest Michael 
(Sernov), vice-director of the Foreign Department of the Church in Moscow, 
has been made an Archimandrite and appointed Bishop of Podolsk and Vicar- 
Bishop of Moscow. 


Fe * * 


Co-operation between Protestant and Catholic missionaries was advocated 
at an inter-confessional mission conference held at Soesterberg, Holland. 
The Protestants particularly stressed the harmful effects (of rivalry in 
the mission field. BPS, Geneva 
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Christians and the Algerian Conflict 


(Paris) - The permanent military Tribunal in Paris has condemned Abbé 
Davezies of the Mission de France to three years! imprisonment for endan- 
gering the security of the state. In 1958 Father Davezies sheltered some 
F.L.N. soldiers and helped them across the frontier to escape from the — 
French police. 


During the trial, many church and civic leaders testified in Father 
Davezies!s defence. Among them was Professor Georges Canalis of the 
Faculty of Protestant Theology in Paris who gaid that Father Davezies had 
only put into practice the teaching of the Bible, which says that "the 
lives, the honour and the freedom of other people should be more important 
to us than our own". 


Professor Casalis admitted that Father Davezies had consented to 
support the F.L.N., but added: “Father Davezies chose to uphold violence 
in the cause of freedom against the violence of the oppressor. And even 
the words ‘render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the 
things that are God's! cannot require anything more than critical loyalty 
from the Christian." 
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Cardinal Lienart, Prelate of the Mission de France, visited the Abbé 
in prison and published 2a statement on the trial. In this he defines the 
attitude of the Mission de France towards the Algerian conflict: "Taking 
its stand on church doctrine, the Mission recognizes the basic right of 
the Algerian people to claim their independence; at the same time it 
underlines the need to safeguard the genuine rights of the Europeans. 


"Tt re-affirms that peace should be sought by recognizing and concil- 
iating these different rights through negotiation and arbitration. It 
defines the conditions of real patriotism, which must recognize other 
countries and not deteriorate into national egoism." EPS, Geneva 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras and Christian Unity 


(Athens) - Athenagoras I, the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, 
interviewed recently by the Greek paper "Vima" on the relations of the 
Orthodox Church with the other Christian churches, especially Rome, said 
he would be prepared to take the initiative, i.e. to vidt the Pope in the 
Vatican, if certain conditions were fulfilled. 


Among the obstacles to be surmounted the Patriarch mentioned the 
existence of the Uniate Churches (churches which have the Eastern rite but 
which acknowledge the Pope), and the infallibility of the Pope. The 
Orthodox Churches do not deny the primacy of the Roman Church, but they do 
not regard the Pope as the absolute ruler of the whole of Christendom. He 
is only "primus inter pares". 


The Orthodox Churches as a whole would also have to give their consent 
to this step on the part of the Patriarch, and the Pope would have to pro- 
mise to pay a return visit to the Ecumenical Patriarch at his residence, 
the Phanar. 


The Patriarch also expressed his concern that unity should include 
both the Protestants and the ancient Eastern Thurches. EPS, Geneva 


Metropolitan of Attica Blected Primate of Greece 


(Athens) - Bishop Iakovos, Metropolitan of Attica and Megaris, has been 
elected Archbishop of Athens and Greece in succession to Archbishop 
Pheoklitos who died this month (see EPS January 12). 


The election was made by 58 of the 61 Metropolitans who compose the 
Electoral College of the Church of Greece. There were three absentees 
because of illness. 


The voting was secret. It took place in the presence of the Minister 
of Religion and Education (Mr. Gregorios Cassimatis) who signed the decree 
of behalf of the Greek government. 


Archbishop Iakovos is 69 years of age. Ordained in 1918, he served 
for many yearsas principal private secretary to the archbishopric. He has 
been Bishop of Attica since 1936. 


In 1959, when the WCC's Central Committee met in Greece, the new 
Primate entertained its leading members. EPS, Geneva 
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Berlin Theologians! Political Statements Draw Church Comment 


(Berlin) - Statements on the political situation drawn up in the name of 
the Theological Faculty, Humboldt University, East Berlin, are arousing 
speculation within the German churches. 


It has been noted that although the statements were prepared last 
October, they were not made public until recently. 


The first was written by Professor Heinrich Vogel and accepted by the 
Faculty on October 14. Dr. Vogel is professor of Systanatic Theology at 
Humboldt University. He was one of the leaders of the Confessing Church 
during its struggles with the Nazis. His home is in West Berlin, though 
Humboldt University is in the eastern sector of the city. 


Professor Vogel's statement made these points:- 


The Theological Faculty recognizes the right to defend a state and, 
on scriptural authority, disagrees with the contention that no 
Christian should become a soldier, 


Nevertheless, the Theological Faculty supports those who, for reasons 
of conscience or because of circumstances, believe it is wrong to 
undertake military service. The Faculty says this on the assumption 
that such persons will undertake equivalent alternative service as 
proof of their readiness to serve their nation and State. 


The Faculty condemns all methods of mass destruction and welcomes 
attempts to get rid of war through general disarmament. 


It is reported from Berlin that the Theological Faculty came under 
severe political pressure to repudiate the Vogel statement. At any rate, 
it drew up twelve days later a second statement at a meeting which excluded 
Vogel, Professor Liselotte Richter, and Professor Schneider, all members 
of the Faculty who live in West Berlin. Also excluded were two professors 
who had earlier been forbidden to teach in Hast Berlin. 


The second statement is longer than Vogel's. It reiterates the 
official policy of the government of the German Democratic Republic (DDR), 
and describes the closing of the frontiers, with its repercussions, as 
unavoidable. But it says that these must be borne until relations have 
been established between the two German States, or between the DDR and West 
Berlin, which are conducive to peace. 


Concerning conscientious objection to war, the second statement argues 
that the DDR, in common with all states, has a duty to defend itself, and 
also a duty to maintain peace in kurope, and that, in the Faculty's opinion, 
Christians who regard their military service in this light can take part in 
the protection of the State with a good conscience. 


Commentators within the Evangelical Church in Germany point out that 
the Vogel statement represents a fundamental theological pronouncement, 
which claims equal validity in the East and in the West, and that it con- 
tains no pseudo-theological justification of the Communist policy in 
Fastern Germany. This is thought to be why the Theological Faculty was 
not allowed to publish the Vogel statement but was prevailed upon to adopt, 
on October 26, the second statement, drawn up by a lecturer who 1s politic- 
ally "progressive" (in the Marxist sense). Professor Vogel has publicly 
dissociated himself from the second statement. 
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Humboldt. University, in the heart of Berlin, is a State institution. 
Members of the theological faculty may be nominated by the churches but they 
are appointed by the Minister cf Education in fast Berlin who pays them 
their salaries. At one time its theological seminary was highly reputed, 
but its fame has steadily dwindled since the time of Hitler. EPS, Geneva 


Bastern Orthodox Representatives Greet Malabar Church 


(Pathanamthitta, Kerala) - After attending the Third Assembly of the WCC at 


New Delhi, representatives of Hastern Orthodox Churches visited the Syrian Orthodo: 


Church of Malabar and brought official greetings. At a mass meeting they 
attended at Pathanamthitta, a small town in Kerala, the local Christians 
were augmented by others who travelled considerable distances. It was 
estimated that the crowd nambered more than 250,000. The meeting was pre- 
sided over by His Holiness Moran Mar Basilios, Catholicos of the Malabar 
Church. This was one of a series of visits which the Hastern Orthodox 
representatives made to the Syrian Orthodox Church, and marked the beginning 
of a new spirit of rapprochement between churches which have been separated 
Pome. 300) Years » 


The visitors included representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople, the Patriarchates of Moscow and Rumania, the Church of 


Greece, the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, and of the Orthodox Church of 
Ethiopia. 


During the visit, thousands of worshippers saw the Byzantine Liturgy 
celebrated for the first time in Malabar. The Coptic Liturgy was also 
celebrated. 


In a letter of greeting, the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras said: 
"During these momentous days when the nations of the earth are joining hands 
with each other, it is a sign of hope that the Christian churches have also 
begun casting aside their wonted habits of isolation to move towards a 
rapprochement and co-operation, from which nothing but good can result to 
faithful Christians and to the world in general. 


"It is our firm faith that we shall move together towards the blessed 
hour of the reunion of our churches according to the will of Christine the 
separation of the Oriental Orthodox Churches, the Malabar Church, and the 
Byzantine Churches dates from the Council of Chalcedon in 451. EPS, Geneva 


Archbishop Nikodim Says Assembly Resolutions Will Help Peace 

(London) —~ Archbishop Nikodim, who led the Russian Orthodox Church delega- 
tion at the Third Assembly of the wcoc in New Delhi, has said on his return 
to Moscow that the resolutions of the Assembly "constitute a definite con- 
tribution to the cause of the co-operation of Christians for peace". 


The Archbishop's remarks are reported in Soviet News; published by the 
Soviet Embassy in London. It adds: "1Qpinions on all questions of interest 
to churchmen were exchanged at this representative gathering of Christians 
of all continents!, the Archbishop said. 


'tWuch attention was given to the Christians! participation in the 
solution of the important problems now uppermost in the minds of the world 
population. These problems include ensuring peace to all peoples, prevent- 
ing war, general disarmament, and denunciation of racial discrimination. 
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"ITt is to be expected that the further strengthening of co-operation 
among the Christian churches and Christians of the world will contribute to 
the establishment of good relations and understanding, not only among 
believers but also among all people striving to rid mankind of the horrors 
of war and to establish on earth the inviolable peace bequeatHedttouusbby 


Christ. | EPS, Geneva 


Churchmen Plead for World Government Plan 


(Washington) - A number of well-known clergymen in Europe and America have 
Signed a manifesto, along with international political leaders, Nobel prize- 
winners, scientists, writers, and educationalists, which calls for a world 
constitutional conference to draft a plan for effective world government. 


One signature is that of Dr. Martin Nieméller, Germany, head of the 
Evangelical Church.of Hesse and Nassau and recently elected vne vfithe 
WCC's six presidents. Others are those of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Atlanta, Ga., Canon L. John Collins, precentor of St. Paul's Cathedral, 
London, the Rev. George McLeod, former Moderator of the Church of Scotland, 
Dr. Arthur L. Milier, former Moderator of the United Presbyterian Church in 


the USA, and Dr. Donald Soper, former president of the Methodist Church in 
England. 


The manifesto says that without a base of commonly accepted world law, 
the existing organizations have failed to provide effective means for 
peaceful adjudication of international dissension. To forge a legal instru- 
ment "adequate to the task of establishing universal law and order", it asks 
each nation to send three delegates and two alternates to a conference at 
Geneva, not later than September 1, to draft a constitution for a federal 
world government and to submit the document to all peoples and governments 
for ,ratilication. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Has Grown in Maturity, Primate Tells Mass Meeting 


(London) - A mass meeting organized by the British Council of Churches to 
hear a report of the WCC's Third Assembly at New Delhi was told by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Michael Ramsey) that the goal of unity has 
become clearer. 


"The World Council grows in maturity as it finds itself in touch with 
and serving Christendom more widely, more representatively", the Primate 
said. 


"The goal of unity has become more definite. At St. Andrews in 1960 
the Faith and Order Commission drew up a definition of that goal, making 
it clear that it meant unity in witness and service, but also a churchly 
unity, and that definition has now been accepted by the Assembly. 


"Tt does not mark doctrinal agreement; we differ still in our inter- 
pretations of churchly unity. But the definition means that we all repud- 
jate any facile idea of a goal short of one that is truly churchly in 
character. 


"Delhi is a symbol; a milestone on a journey, but also a set eat @ 
telling us to go on." EPS, Genev 
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Third Assembly Was Not An Ethical Court, Pastor Says 


(Ziirich) - The Neue Ztircher Zeitung has warned against evaluating the pro- 
ceedings and results of the WCC's Third Assembly primarily from the politi- 
cal angle.’ In a four-column "Letter to Readers", Pastor Hans-Heinrich 
Brunner examines an earlier article by Heinrich Stubbe. 


Stubbe reproached the WCC for taking refuge in "neaningless compromises" 
out of consideration for its new member, the Russian Orthodox Church. | 
Pastor Brunner notes the work of the Section on Service and says that in 
that Section the importance of the open society, of human rights, and of 
the fundamental freedoms was examined with the utmost clarify and deter- 
mination in the light of the Christian faith, and with reference to the 
concrete social and political conditions of today.. 


Moreover, he continues, neither at Amsterdam in 1948 nor at Evanston 
in 1954 did the Assembly consider it to be its task to mobilize Christendom 
against communist totalitarianism. If the Assembly at New Delhi did not do 
so either, "this was not due either to the dark machinations of any hire- 
lings in the pay of Khrushchev nor to a fear-complex in face of such powers". 
An assembly of this kind was not "an ethical court of justice", its task 
was not primarily to evaluate systems and ideologies, but to consider man 
with his problems and hopes, his gifts and his responsibilities. The 
ecumenical fellowship had always insisted on regarding the totalitarian 
state not as sui generis evil, but rather as one of the many forces which 
constitute a menace to human rights and freedoms. This attitude had been 
maintained at New Delhi. EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Bishop Pleads for Women's Ordination 
Sheffield, England) - In a letter to his diocese, the Bishop of Sheffiel¢ 
the Rt. Rev. Leslie Hunter) hopes that one day women may be ordained as 
priests of the Church of England. 


Dr. Hunter, who retires in March, says that during the last 10 years 
the number of well-educated women training to become licensed workers or 
deaconesses has declined. 


He adds: "The failure of the Church to make good use of wonen in the 
parochial ministry is the more serious because the number of theological 
students in the universities is a declining percentage of the total number, 
and the increase in the number of men offering for ordination has not kept 
pace with the increase in population." 


The bishop says that as the theological argument against the ordina- 
tion of women dissolves and the ecumenical expediency argument becomes 
discredited, the use of women in its full-time ministry, ordained as men 
are, might be seen “even in a society as temperamentally conservative as 
the Church of England." EPS, Geneva 
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NCC Sets Up Peace Corps Information Office 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches has set up a Peace Corps 
information office to meet increasing interest shown by America's 
Protestant denominations. 


It is stressed that the NCC does not consider itself an organization 
which should negotiate for Peace Corps grants or contracts. Instead, the 
new office will offer "a liaison and educational function between the 
churches and the Peace Corps". It will also deal directly with young 
church members who are interested in Peace Corps service as an opportunity 
for Christian vocation. EPS, Geneva 


Anglican vangelicals Urge Occasional Intercommunion 


(London) - The new president of the Islington Clerical Conference, the Rev. 
R. P. Johnston, vicar-designate of Islington, London, has said in his 
presidential address that baptized, comnunicant members of churches whose 
essential orthodoxy the Church of England has repeatedly recognized, have 

a right "to expect occasional hospitality at the Lord's table in the Church 
of England". 


The Islington Clerical Conference is a century-old body which repre- 
sents many evangelical clergymen in the Church of England. Mr. Johnston 
reminded the conference that this year is being kept, especially by the 
Free Churches, as the tercentenary of the "Great Ejectment" when some 
2,000 ministers were compelled, in obedience to conscienne,, to give up 
their livings. 


He added: "The events to be commemorated should cause us to give the 
more serious consideration to our relationship, and future relationship, 
with the Free Churches in our own country and our gister Church of Scotland. 


"Conversations between Anglicans and Presbyterians are still proceed- 
ing although difficulties have been encountered. It is imperative that the 
voice of Evangelicals should be heard in all such discussions. If we ask 
non-episcopal churches to accept episcopacy, then we have no right to ask 
them to accept an interpretation of episcopacy which goes beyond the form- 
ularies of our own church. 


te should also be in a position to offer the Free Churches a pattern 
of episcopacy which is workable. This would involve far smaller dioceses 
and possibly more provinces." HPS, Geneva 


Baptists in Leningrad Arrested by the Soviet Police 


\ -‘Aecording to a Pravda report a group of Baptists has been arrested by 
the Soviet police on the charge of "religious agitation". Dhsayen tne 
group applied for permission to meet in Leningrad Cathedral, uF which is 
now an anti-religious museun. Pravda naintains that the Baptists intended 
to subject visitors to the museun to "brain-washing"- The same source 
states that one Baptist, a young woman, was caught distributing religious 
pamphlets in the letter-boxes of flats in Leningrad. A court set up ae 
the textile factory where she works has already pronounced her guilty O 
"religious propaganda", and she has been officially reprimanded. Two 
other Baptists have also been reported to their employers. EPS, Geneva 
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Church Appoints Minister of World Affairs 


(Tampa, Fla.) - An associate pastor who is to serve as an international 
peacemaker has been appointed to the staff of Palma Cela Methodist Church, 
Tampa. 


He is’the Rev. George G. Hill, aged 42; and his title will be "Minister 
of World Affairs". His pastoral assignment as the third minister on the 
staff of Palma Ceia Church will be to promote international peace. 


A graduate of Yale Divinity School, he has served a Methodist church 
in Connecticut where, during the last five years, he has made known his 
concern for international affairs in his sermons, public speeches, and 
writings. 


The idea that the Florida church should have a pastor specially 
designed to promote world peace is that of a lay member of the congregation, 
Dr. Richard Rogers, a physician, who believes that the task of promoting 
peace at the community level requires the services of a full-time minister. 
He consulted the church's pastor, the Rev. Paul J. Wagner. They laid the 
suggestion vefore the church authorities and obtained their approval « 

EPS, Geneva 


WSCF Conference Sees Asian Revolution Pulling in Many UrreotLons 


(Bangalore) - The first of ten regional study conferences which the World 
Student Christian Federation is to hold in many parts of the world has met 
here to discuss the life of the Asian churches. The conference brought 
together 120 young university teachers, students, and SCM leaders from 14 
Asian countries. 


Reports were discussed on the present Asian revolution. These brought 
out that it is not moving in one clear flow of orderly events towards an 
end but is an amalgam of conflicting strains, forces, and institutions 
pulling Asian societies in several directions at once. Three lecturers 
who spoke on the Christian, Marxist, and Hindu view of the Asian revolution 
sparked a debate on the nature of the dialogue between Christians and men 
of other faiths. Father Raymond Parnikkan 8J expressed the Roman 
Catholic attitude. 


The meeting was a sequel to the world teaching conference arranged by 
the WSCF at Strasburg in 1960, on the life and mission of the Church. 
EPS, Geneva 


New Youth Projects Secretary Joins WCC Staff 

(Geneva ) - Miss Lucy Griffiths, former executive secretary of the Austra- 
lian Christian Youth Council, has joined the staff of the WCC to take 
charge of World Youth Projects, the programme sponsored jointly by the 
Youth Department of the WCC and the World Council of Christian Education. 
and Sunday School Association. 


Miss Griffiths's home is in Melbourne, Australia. She is a member of 
the Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


The former secretary for World Youth Projects, Miss Umeko Kagawa, is 
now working at Cornell University, USA, on the staff of the united campus 


ini : has svecial responsibility for overseas students. : 
ministry She ha p p y a See 
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IN BRIEF 


The Rev. Alan Brash, general secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand and secretary for Inter-Church Aid of the Bast 
Asia Christian Conference, has been awarded an O.B.H. (Order of the British 
Enpire) by Queen Elizabeth II in the New Year Honours List. (For more 
honours to churchmen see BPS No. 1, January 12). 


Cat Peay v9 


As a memorial to the late Mr. Dag Hammarskjold, secretary general of 
the UN, the Church of Sweden is considering the provision of a library and 
scholarships at Mindolo Ecumenical Institute,Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. 


* * * 


The Ministry of Education in Hungary has issued a decree advocating 
the use of communist ceremonies instead of Christian rites at christenings, 
confirmations, weddings and funerals, says the communist paper Nepszabadsag, 
published in Budapest. ; 


no 5 eg 


Delegates from Northern Ireland who took part in the Third Assembly 
of the WCC at New Delhi are planning a meeting af Anglican, Presbyterian, 
Methodist and Congregational leaders at a Northern Ireland centre in 
September. 

¥ * * 

Churches in East Asia have sent $1,000 to Judson Memorial Church, 
Greenwich Village, New York, noted for its community work. The church is 
related to both the American Baptist Convention and the United Churches of 
Christ. 

% *° * 

The State Council of the Canton of Tessin, Switzerland (which is .pre=" 
dominantly Roman Catholic) has now decided to introduce Protestant 
religious instruction in all secondary schools. In all schools the neces- 
sary premises have been placed at the disposal of the pastors, and the 
religious instruction is given in Italian. Hitherto only Roman Catholic 
religious instruction has been given in the secondary schools in the 
Tessin. it.was the Evangelical Church in the Tessin which had applied 
for this innovation. BPS, Geneva 


Speeches made at the final meeting of the International Missionary Council 
on the eve of integration with the WCC are reprinted in the January number 
of the International Review of Missions. 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


Hcumenical Moves Inspire Many-sided Roman CatHolic Discussion 


( The forthcoming second Vatican Ecumenical Council and the continued 
expansion of the World Council of Churches have led to much discussion 
recently by Roman Catholic commentators. A many-sided debate has been 
begun which promises to be of especial importance in the shaping of public 
opinion concerning the ecumenical movement. 


One line of discussion stems from the book about this year's Vatican 
Council meeting published by Father Riccardo Lombardi, a Jesuit and a close 
friend of the late Pope Pius XII. 


Father Lombardi's book is entitled "The Council: A Reform in Charity". 
It was published with the official imprimatur of the ecclesiastical author- 
ities, but it has led to a sharp rebuke from the Osservatore Romano, the 
Vatican newspaper. 


The book brings together various criticisms of the Church and its 
organizations that the author heard during his extensive travels on behalf 
of the Institute for a Better World which he founded five years ago to 
reform the Church from within. Father Lombardi appears to share many of 
the misgivings he mentions and he suggests that the alleged faults and 
defects should be corrected by the Vatican Council at its meeting. 


This has led the Osservatore Romano to point out that the "opinions, 
observations, and criticism" put forward in Father Lombardi's book have a 
personal value only, and it added: "Rash and unjust, aside from the good 
intentions, are certain judgments that the author hazards on the clergy and 
the Roman Curia." > A similar criticism of the book, and defence of the 
Curia, has been broadcast by the Vatican Radio. 


The Roman Curia is the central government of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The newspaper contended that Father Lombardi has not put in their 
proper light the "high merits and magnificent work of the Curia for the 
Church and for souls". 


Lonbardi alleges that the Curia manifests a trend towards bureaucracy 
and he calls for a return to apostolic forms and.methods. He suggests that 
future Popes should be chosen fron outside the Sacred College of Cardinals. 
Another of the criticisms he mentions is that the Roman Catholic episcopacy 
livesin a style of pomp and splendour which isolate it from ordinary people. 
He thinks that archbishops and bishops should be "more sanctifiers than 
administrators, more pastors than superiors". To meet the worldwide 
shortage of priests, he calls for the creation of a new order of deacons 
with functions, duties and prerogatives midway between those of priests 
and leymen. He wishes to see the publication of a "Christian Manifesto" 
and the setting up of a "lay senate of hunanity".. 

Despite the rebuke administered by the Osservatore Romano, 4 Vatican 
official has said that it is not intended to take steps to have Lombardi's 
book withdrawn. 


Another Jesuit, Father Charles Boyer, of the Secretariat for Promot- 
ing Christian Unity, has commented, also in the Osservatore Romano, on 
the definition of unity proposed by the WCC at its Third Assembly in 
New Delhi. 
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This definition is contained in a statement addressed to the Council's 
198 member churches and declares, Boyer says, that "unity does not imply 
simple uniformity of organization, rite, or expression"; instead, it 
proposes a system‘ of interlocking communities on the local, national, and 
international level with mutual recognition of members and ministers, and 
joint participation in the Lord's Supper. 


Father Boyer comments that this definition "still remains a far-away 
ideal", and adds: "Without being either perfect or complete, there is 
still too much contained in it to be realized without the aid of an author- 
ity. And this authority must be infallible. And it must be visible." 


This has drawn a reply to Boyer from Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, general 
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance. In a statement sent to all 
Baptist papers throughout the world, Dr. Nordenhaug writes: "This candid 
restatement of the old Roman Catholic position on infallibility calls for 
an equally candid statement by those of us who have an acute and vivid 
consciousness of the sovereignty of Christ. 


"The doctrine of direct personal access to God in Christ may harbour 
a certain danger of individualism, but we believe the danger of an authori- 
tarian ecclesiastical institution is greater." 


The statement adds that there is no evidence in Scripture that Jesus 
Christ ever envisaged "a hierarchy governed by an infallible authority. 
We do not believe that Christ ever delegated His authority. We believe 
that the authority is still in the hands of Him who said: 'All power is 
given unto Me in heaven and in earth'", 


A third Jesuit, Father Walter Burghardt, said this nonth that "the 
single theological issue which most effectually strangles the ecumenical 
dialogue between Protestants and Catholics is the Catholic vision of Mary". 


Father Burghardt, professor of Patrology at Woodstock College, Mary- 
land, said this in his presidential address to the annual meeting of the 
Mariological Society of America. He went ons "Mary is 'the wall' - if 
only because she is, for the Protestant, the visible symbol of Catholic 
idolatry, the Roman abandonment of Scripture, of history, of Christ." 
In his address Father Burghardt stressed that "the temper of our times 158 
ecumenical" and that "unity is in the air - the reunion of Christians". 
He said that in this context the task of the theologian is to restudy 
those doctrinal themes which have proved divisive so as to determine 
where Christians really differ and why. 


He suggested that the nost fruitful work a Mariologist could do would 
be to present to non-Catholics a satisfying theory of doctrinal develop- 
ment and to show "the factual evolution whereby the Church has read ; 
progressively the full truth which the revealing God meant to include in 
His message to mankind." 


In the Saturday Evening Post, one of Anerica!s leading popular 
magazines with a circulation of upwards of six million copies, another 
Ronan Catholic priest has written on Christian unity. This article, by 
Father John O'Brien, research professor of Theology at Notre Dane Uni- 
versity, USA, traces the growth of the WCC, which he calls "a sounding 
board of Protestant opinion", and acknowledges that it "has sponsored 
extensive studies of the nature of church unity and the means to attain 
Ltt. 
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After reviewing present trends towards greater Christian unity through 
out the world, Father O'Brien writes: "The positive points of agreement 
must be emphasized. Catholic ecumnicists are reminding their co-religion- 
ists that Protestants are baptized not into a denomination, but into Christ 
and are therefore literally their spiritual brothers. They are pointing 
out that the first step along the road to reunion is kneeling together at 
the foot of the Cross in prayer and repentance." 


Finally, there’ has been much speculation concerning the likely agenda 
for the second Vatican: Council. The correspondent in Rome of the New York 
Herald Tribune has forecast that these questions are likely to be sét down 
for-discussion: religious tolerance; more latitude in the. canonical laws 
governing nixed marriages; decentralization of church administration; 
revision of the rules and methods of the Index; modernization of the. 
seminaries; and the creation of a diaconate open to married men. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Inter-Chureh Aid Programme Will Attack Roots of Human Need in 1962 


(Geneva) ~ Funds totalling $7,804,509 are asked for by the WCC's Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (DICARWS) in its 1962 
Service Programme and List of Projects. The figure is an increase of 
$2,338,574 over the amount requested last year, and is additional to the 
appeals for national emergencies made from time to time. 


Of the sum sought, $1,200,000 is to maintain the Division's Service 
Programme. This is the core within which the churches together demonstrate 
their ecumenical witness to mankind through DICARWS and they guarantee the 
budget needed to carry it out. 


Askings for the List of Projects currently total more than $64 million. 
Although listing does not guarantee support, these projects are circulated 
as a serious attempt to direct attention to the most urgent inter-church 
aid needs as these have been defined by national ecumenical councils in 
conjunction with WCC staff and are intended to guide church officers 
responsible for confronting Christians! compassion with the hard facts of 
human need. 


An inngvation in the document this year is a section on Major and 
Comprehensive Projects. This focuses attention on the increasing aware- 
ness of the churches that they have a duty to take part in work designed 
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to tackle the root causes of human need in developing countries. Scattered 
throughout the whole dossier are many instances of church-sponsored, long- 


term projects designed to improve standards of living in Asian, African, 
and Latin American communities. 


A new item in the basic Service Programme this year is $25,000 to help 
finance SASP (Specialized Assistance to Social Projeets), an undertaking 
operated jointly with the WCC's Divisions of Studies, anid Wor'.4. Mission and 
Evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


Blake Merger Proposals to be Discussed in April 


(Washington) - Some 36 clergy and laymen are to meet in Washington 
Cathedral April 9-10 to discuss the merger of four great churches suggested 
by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive officer of the United Presby- 
terian Church in the US. 


Dr. Blake says that the Washington Cathedral meeting will constitute 
the formal issuing of an invitation from the Presbyterians and the HEpis- 
copalians to the United and Methodist Churches to take part in union talks. 


So far, the United Presbyterians and the Episcopalians have agreed to 
join in such talks. The United Church has said it would "respond affirn- 
atively" if invited to take part. But the Methodist Church has not had an 
opportunity to act officially. 


Its Commission on Church Union, however, has power to take part in the 
discussions but any proposed action would have to be approved by the 
Methodist General Conference. 


Representatives of the other church bodies would also have to submit 
any final scheme of union to their denominational conventions for approval. 
EPS, Geneva 


Convocations Disagree Over Intercommunion with North India 


( London) - Although both Houses of the Convocation of Canterbury have 
agreed by small majorities to full communion with the proposed United ' 
Church of North India and Pakistan, the Lower House of York Convocation 
has disagreed with a similar decision by its House of Bishops. 


In the southern province (Canterbury) the bishops have recommended by 
13 votes to nine that full communion should be approved. The voting in 
the Lower House was 65 in favour and 63 against. 


At York five of the bishops voted in favour and four against, but the 
Lower House voted by 58 against 32 not to enter immediately into full 
communion with the United Churches in Northern India and Pakistan i 
constituted in accordance with the present plan of church union. 


The plan has been discussed since 1929. The Anglican Church involved 
is that of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon; the Methodist Church in 
Southern Asia, which is episcopally ordered; the Methodist Church (British 
and Australian Conferences), the United Church of Northern India, the 
Council of the Baptist Churches in Northern India, the Church of the 
Brethren in India, and the Disciples of Christ. EPS, Geneva 
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Ceylon Methodists Reject Church Union Scheme 


(Colombo) - The annual Methodist Synod has unanimously rejected the "final" 
draft of the Church Union Scheme (Lanka). This was the third revision of 
TBe 0 Pon boob tL oops 


A resolution proposed by the Synod!s chairman, the Rev. Fred S. de 
Silva, expressed gratitude to God for the measure of agreement that had 
been reached but felt unable to proceed to union on the basis of the 
present scheme. 


The Negotiating Committee will now be recalled to consider further 
amendments to the draft scheme. Among those appointed to the committee are 
Dr. D. T. Niles and the Rev. G. B. Jackson. 


The Synod approved a draft constitution to enable the Methodist. Church 
in Ceylon to become autonomous. Approval was also given to the setting up 
of a Swabasha Theological College supervised jointly by the Church of 
Ceylon, the Methodist Church, and the Baptist Church. It is hoped that the 
college will open in July 1963 in temporary buildings released by the 
Methodist Church. BPS, Geneva 


Hvangelicals Call for Social Justice in Brazil 


(Rio de Janeiro) - The Evangelical Confederation in Brazil has called for 
social justice in agriculture, industry, education, and economics for 
everyone in the country. 


The Confederation says that a new year has never begun with "such dis- 
guieting prospects" for Brazil, and goes ons: "It is the government's 
first duty to establish justice, safeguard order and guarantee the people's 
basic rights of freedom, creed, and opinion. 


"We need justice and order. We need not copy revolutions. Our revo- 
lution is urgent, but it repels violence of any kind. It also repels the 
silent violence of death from malnutrition, of the death of new-born 
children, and of life in conditions which compel people to curse the land 
which they till." EPS, Geneva 


Baptists Hold All-Afr’.ca Conference 


(Oshogbo, Nigeria) - Christianity must not fail to accept the challenge 
presented to it by new problems created in a changing Africa, the premier 
of Western Nigeria, Chief S. L. Akintola, told the first All-Africa 
Baptist Conference here, 


He was welcoming 60 delegates from nine African countries to the 
meeting, sponsored by the Southern Baptist Convention's Foreign Mission 
Board in the US. 


Dr. Carl F. Whirley, associate general secretary for Baptists in 
Northern Nigeria, told the conference that if the churches are to make an 
impact on the new Africa, Christian form and expression must become indi- 
genous to the continent. EPS, Geneva 
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Church of Greece Appoints Enquiry After New Primate is Accused 


(Athens) - Archbishop Iakovos, the newly elected primate of Greece (see EPS 
January 19) has been enthroned in Athens Cathedral, despite the decision of 
the Holy Synod to enquire into formal charges made against hin. 


The charges have been lodged by Archimandrite Damaskinos Georgako- 
poulas, chief priest of a parish church in Athens. 


The Holy Synod, the 12-man executive body of the Church of Greece, 
appointed Bishop Antonios, Metropolitan of Zanthe, to conduct a preliminary 
enquiry into the charges. Later, Bishop Antonios relinquished the assign- 
ment. He said that witnesses had refused to testify before him on the 
ground that he was prejudiced in favour of the primate. The enquiry will 
now be made by Bishop Polykarpos, Metropolitan of Scatista. 


A campaign is being conducted against Archbishop Takovos in the Greek 
press but the primate has said he has no intention of resigning. 
EPS, Geneva 


Christian Unity Prayer Week Reviewed 


(Geneva ) - Increased interest has been shown in France this year by both 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in the annual Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 


In Paris more than 1,000 people attended Christian unity meetings held 
in the festival hall at Montrouge. Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant speak- 
ers spoke about the pan-Orthodox congress at Rhodes, about the Assembly Os; 
the World Council of Churches at New Delhi, and about the forthcoming 
Vatican Council. 


Similar meetings have been held in the Richelieu amphitheatre attached 
to the Sorbonne, and in the church of St. Julien-le-Pauvre. The Roman 
Catholic members of the church of St. Séverin and the Orthodox members of 
the church of St. Sergius joined the Lutherans from the Luxembourg church 
for a meal, followed by a prayer. 


At the St. Yves Centre Father Liége, Pastor Louis Simon and M. Nikita 
Struve, vice-president of the Russian S.C.M. outside Russia addressed 
about a thousand students on "the youth of the Church and youth in the 
Church". 


At Lyons the Roman Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox Christians are 
to devote the collection takings at the Mass celebrated in Lyons Cathedral 
by Cardinal Gerlier on January 18, and at the Protestant and Orthodox 
ecumenical services on January 14, to provide ecumenical scholarships at 
Catholic institutes or the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey. 


Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, spoke 
on Radio Vatican during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. "The Ghrist who 
conquered the world can also overcome our divisions", he said. "There are 
already certain signs of this victory." 


In Switzerland Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of tne 
wcc, spoke in Lausanne on the Assembly at New Delhi, and Father Yves 
Congar on the forthcoming Vatican Council. Dr. Visser 't Hooft defined 
the task of the WCC, stressing the need to restore the "missionary 
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dimension" to the churches, and to develop a real dialogue between Christ- 
ians in the East and the West, and between the Roman Catholic Church and 
the WCC. He hoped that the experiment of sending Catholic observers to the 
Assembly at New Delhi would be repcated, in view of its success. Father 
Congar emphasized that intransigenoe about dogma - which the Vatican 
Council would not be able to abandon ~- does not constitute a rejection of 
unity. Throughout the week the young people of Lausanne, of different 
confessions, ‘organized meetings for daily prayer. 


In Geneva an ecumenical service was held on Sunday, January 21, in the 
Cathedral of St. Pierre. Dr. N. Nissiotis, assistant director of the 
Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, preached. Clergy from seven different 
@onfessions led the liturgical part of the service. 


In Canada Cardinal Paul Emile Léger, Archbishop of Montreal, appealed 
for understanding and charity between separated brethren, and recommended 
that conversations be organized between Catholic theologians and theolo- 
gians of other Christian confessions, "not in order to confound their 
arguments, nor to convince them", but to promote mutual understanding. 


At Liverpool University, England, Roman Catholic, Anglican and Free 
Church Council leaders spoke from the same platform about Christian unity 
to 200 undergraduates. The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool, 

Dr. John Heenan,. said the fact that such a meeting was being held demon- 
strated the more charitable spirit now evident. The Anglican Bishop of 
Liverpool, Dr. Clifford Martin, told the students that Christians of all 


denominations desired greater unity. EPS, Geneva 
YMCA Is Now In a New Ecumenical Settin Says World Alliance Secretar 
(Geneva ) - The YMCA, once a pioneer in working for Christian unity, now 


finds itself in a new setting of widespread ecumenical endeavour, writes 
Dr. Paul Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


In an assessment of the WCC's Third Assembly at New Delhi, Dr. Limbert 
says that the YMCA has been challenged to rethink its role and mission as 
a lay Christian movement. . 


"This by no means signifies that the creative days of the YMCA are 
over", he goes on. "Rather, it is a call to discover new tasks, in part- 


nership with the churches of all confessions, in carrying out a common 
mission to the youth of the world." 


Dr. Limbert says that the experience of holding the Third Assembly ala 
an Asian setting underlines the demand, heard in Geneva last summer, that 
world-wide YMCA gatherings must be held more often outside Europe and 
North America. BPS, Geneva 


Russian Church Declines American Ofrer 


(New York) - The Moscow Patriarchate has declined an offer of Russian 
language Bibles from the American Bible Society. It says that all the 
Bibles it needs, as well as other books required for worship, can be 
printed "in our national print shops". 
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The message adds: "We are also able to obtain all materials necessary 
for the production of the Scriptures with funds advanced to us by the state. 
The new translations of the Holy Scriptures in various languages are being 


received by us and for these we wish to extend our profound gratitude to 
you. 


"Tf at any time we find it necessary to take advantage of your kind 
offer, we will remember your willingness to assist us and will turn to you 
with a brotherly appeal to help us. It is our hope that our friendly rela- 
tions will always continue and indeed it is our Christian duty to cherish 


them." EPS, Geneva 


Malagasy Student Charged with Offence Against Government 


(Tananarive ) _ The publication here by the Protestant weekly newspaper 
Fanasina of a resolution criticizing the Malagasy government's economic and 
social policies has led to the arrest and imprisonment of a Malagasy student 
and the "provisional arrest" of the paper's chief editor. 


Roger Andrianaly, 31, a medical student at the University of Paris and 
general secretary of the Association of Malagasy Students in France, is 
charged with having committed an "outrage" and "offence" against the govern- 
ment. Under "provisional arrest" is Paul Rakotovololona, chief editor of 
Fanasina, a member of the Evangelical Church and 4 prominent leader in the 
Protestant community in this island republic. 


Students jammed the corridors and courtyard of the city's ancient 
Palais de Justice when the trial opened January 17. 


The charges stem from a resolution adopted last July by the Association 
of Malagasy Students in France at a meeting in Bordeaux, France. The reso- 
lution charged, among other things, that the present Malagasy government is 
"repressive" and "corrupt". 


The full text of the resolution was not published here until early 
January, although newspapers both here and in France had earlier printed 
excerpts. Copies of Fanasina carrying the text were seized by the police 
from news vendors! stands shortly after publication. 


Andrianaly then returned from Paris to Tananarive for the funeral of 
his father, who had been president of the churches associated with the 
Friends! mission in Madagascar. He was arrested and imprisoned a few days 
after the funeral. 


The prosccution says that as the chief executive of the Malagasy 
Students! Association, Andrianaly is responsible for the offending resolu- 
tion. Questioned by the judge concerning his responsibility, Andrianaly 
told the court that he had not helped to prepare the resolution, but that 
it expressed "what the meeting wanted" and "what Malagasy students in France 
feel about their government". 


Part of the prosecution's case is based on the fact that Andrianaly 
mailed a copy of the resolution to Fanasina. By this act, it argues, he 
is guilty of having "publicly distributed" the resolution in Madagascar. 


% a e-5/ + . > | 
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Three attorneys are defending Andrianaly. "The issue here is the right 
of independence", one of them told the court. "This resolution expressed 
the hopes of Malagasy youvh for liberty and equality". 


The trial of the newspaper's editor on similar charges will open 
January 29. Fanasina has a circulation of 10,000. 


If the accused is found guilty he could receive a maximum sentence of 
three years! imprisonment or a fine of 1,000,000 Malagasy francs ($4,100). 
‘ EPS, Geneva 


WCC Asks Churches for $10,000 to Aid Earthquake Victims 


(Geneva) - An emergency appeal for $10,000 to aid the victims of recent 
earthquakes in Yugoslavia has been made by the WCC'!s Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. An immediate grant has been made 
of $5,000. 


Reports reaching Geneva estimate that between 40,000.and 70,000 people 
fled from their homes after the disaster. One alarming consequence of the 
tremors is that these have broken or destroyed many of the cisterns in 
which rain water is stored. The affected district depends almost entirely 
upon rain water, so that the damage has brought about contamination and loss 
of water. These cisterns will need to be quickly repaired because this is 
the rainy season when they must be failed, 


It has been arranged that food now in Yugoslavia for the Church World 
Service and Lutheran World Relief feeding programmes shall be used to pro- 
vide emergency meals for the victims. The supply ofselothing is) not ade- 
quate, and bedding is needed even more than clothes. WCC Field Workers are 
trying to arrange for 200 bales of clothing to be shipped from Athens to 
Belgrade. EPS, Geneva 


Ceylon's YMCAs Achieve Separate National Status 


(Colombo) - The YMCAs of Ceylon have become a separate national movement. 
This is the outcome of a decision taken at Allahabad during the 19th 
Triennial Convention of the Council of YMCAs of India and Ceylon. 


The Bishop of Nagpur, the Rt. Rev. John Sadiq, congratulated Mr. Robert 
Buell, now national secretary of Ceylon!s YMCAs, in a speech which mingled 
joy and sadness. 


The Convention heard a report from the Commission on Christian Witness 
which dealt with the responsibility of the YMCA to both Christian and non- 
Christian members. The report commented: "Not only are we in a non-Chris- 
tian environment, but in the membership of many an association those of 
other faiths form the majority. They are not merely an environment but are 
integral to our very beiig." EPS, Geneva 
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Ecumenical Work Camps Planned for 49 Countries in 1962 


(Geneva) -~ The provisional programme of the WCC's Youth Department during 
1962 includes the holding of 47 ecumenical work camps in 49 countries. 


The first has begun in Caico, Brazil, January 27 and continues until 
February 25. 


Twenty-one camps have been arranged in 13 European countries including 
Iceland, Finland, Greece, and Italy. There are to be camps in 12 Asian 
countries, six in Africa, four in Latin America, two in the Middle Bast, and 
two in North America. 


An explanatory leaflet is now available on request from the WCC, Youth 
Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


BE. J. Goodspeed, R. H. Tawney Die 


(Geneva) - The death is reported from Los Angeles, at the age of (90) .ot 
Professor Edgar J. Goodspeed, the semitic scholar and New Testament trans- 
lator. His American Translation of the New Testament, published in 1923, 
prought him wide fame, though some critics alleged it was "as much an 
anachronism to put the Gospels into colloquial American terms as it would 
be to put pants on the twelve Apostles". 


Goodspeed was one of the scholars responsible for the Revised Standard 
Version of the New Testament (1946). 


Another recent death has been that of Professor R. H. Tawney, the 
author of Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, a classical analysis of the 
inter-play of religious and economic ideas. He was 81. Tawney, the friend. 
of Archbishop William Temple and Bishop Charles Gore, was one of the pio- 
neers of the Workers! Educational Association, founded in Britain in 1905. 
He played an active part in the IMC conference at Jerusalem in 1928. 

EPS, Geneva 


Nolde Submits Third Assembly Messages to UN Secretary-General 


(New York) - Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, has called on U Thant, the newly elected 
acting secretary-general of the United Nations. 


During the interview, Dr. Nolde confirmed the messages of goodwill 
which had been sent to U Thant from the CCIA Executive Meeting at Bangalore 
and the WCC!s Third Assembly at New Delhi. He also submitted the New Delhi 
"Appeal to All Governments and Peoples" which was being circulated that day 
to all the Permanent Representatives to the UN. -EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A Niemdller Foundation has been created by the Evangelical Church in 
Hesse-Nassau to commemorate the 70th birthday of its president, Dr. Martin 
Nieméller, one of the newly elected six presidents of the WCC. The Founda- 
tion will be endowed with DM 30,000 ($7,500) a year and will be used for 
ecumenical projects. 
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Miss Claire Randall, art director for the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States (Southern), has been appointed director of Christian World 
Missions for the National Council of Churches! Department of United Church 
Women, representing 12 million Protestant and Orthodox churchwomen. 


ter CMC 


At Yaoundé, in the Cameroons, an inter-church study centre is shortly 
to be set up and open to pastors and lay students. It will include a book 
room and an audio-visual department responsible for organizing African 
radio programmes in French. 


=i * * 


Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, who was a presiding officer at both the Amster- 
dam and Evanston Assemblies of the WCC, is to retire from the presidency of 
Union Theological Seminary on June 30, 1963. " EPS, Geneva 


FILMSTRIPS AND COLOUR SLIDES AVAILABLE ON NEW DELHI 


Asian Assembly (English): A filmstrip of 55 frames in colour from photo- 
graphs taken by John Taylor of the WCC!s Information Department and with a 
full mimeographed script by Kenneth Slack, general secretary of the British 
Council of Churches. Price in Britain 15s.; outside Britain £1, $3.00, 
Sw.fr 12.50. Enquiries to the British Council of Churches, 10 Baton Gate, 
London, S.W.1, or Information Department, World Council of Churches, Geneva. 


World Council of Churches! Assembly New Delhi 1961: A filmstrip made from 
photographs taken by Dr. Focko Ltipsen of Evangelischer Pressedienst. It 
has 40 frames in black and white showing both the Assembly and its Indian 
surroundings, and with a script by Dr. Ernst Rasch in German. Price DM 9.80, 
Sw.fr 11.00. Requests to Evangelische Zentralbildkammer, Witten/Ruhr, 
ROhrehenstrasse 10, Germany, or Information, WCC, Geneva. The frames are 
both vertical and horizontal which necessitates turning the projector head 
for each frame. A comprehensive sllustrated report on New Delhi is 
published in the January edition of Sonntags-Spiegel. 


Third Assembly Colour Slides: A set of 30 coloured slides, with English 
text, made by Bradford Young, USA. Price $10.00, Sw.Fr 40.00. Requests to 
the Rev. Bradford Young, 136 Lowell Street, Manchester, N.H., USA; wcc, 
A75 Riverside Drive, New York 27, or Information, WCC, Geneva. 


Black and white photographs of the Third Assembly may be obtained from 
Information Department, WCC, Geneva. Price Sw.Fr 2.50 each, in size 14cm xX 
18cm. Larger sizes may be ordered. 


More slide-sets and filmstrips about the work of the World Council of 
Churches are likely to be produced shortly, and it is expected to have a 
16mm black and white film ready in July. 
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Atmospheric Nuclear Testing Would Court Divine Judgment, Says Dr. Nolde 


(New York) - Any decision to renew nuclear tests in the atmosphere must be 
made not only before the bar of world public opinion but also of divine 
judgment, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, dire.tor of the Commission uf the Churches 
International Affairs, has said here. 


Dr. Nolde was speaking at a National Council of Churches! luncheon in 
honour of Mr. Andrew Cordier, assistant secretary-general of the UN. He 
took the opportunity to analyse the implications for US foreign policy of 
the Third Assembly of the WCC at New Delhi. 


CCIA's director reviewed the relevant Assembly statements, messages, 
and reports and made these comments: 


"Nuclear weapons testing: It would seem insufficient for the American 
people merely to be told that for reasons of security there is need to 
resume atmospheric testing, especially when the varied voices of high 
government officials are not only lacking in agreement but are at times 
actually contradictory. 

"No decision to resume tests should be reached without making public 
enough concrete evidence to show why resumption seems unavoidable, thus 
giving the public conscience an opportunity to express itself. 
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"Disarmament: The image which the US presents to the world should be 
continously under review. For example, if plans are made and announced for 
increased defence measures as dictated by need, should not plans be simul- 
taneously made and announced for decreasing defence measures when that 
becomes possible? 


"If the economy is known to be stimulated by stepped-up military expen= 
ditures, can it be made known in equally convincing fashion that the 
economy will not suffer as steps are taken towards disarmament? 


"Realizing that it is the business of defence leaders to ensure defence, 
do their public statements give depth and meaning to the official position 
of the government even to the extent of seeking 'a balance of mutually con- 
trolled power at a much lower level than we now have'? 


"In raising such questions as these to stimulate advances in disarma- 
ment, be assured that I am not unmindful of the complexities of the task 
ahead and I can only urge full and sympathetic support of those who are 
performing it sincerely on our behalf. 


"Berlin: vo suggest that a mutually acceptable solution of the Berlin 
problem could be readily found would ignore tough realities. There is need 
for an ever apparent readiness to negotiate and for a continuing and an 
imaginative exploration of possible ways to ease tension without appeasement. 


"Beyond this and on the present assumption that even most serious 
efforts will not produce a good solution, there should be cultivated the 
ability to live with the Berlin problem unresolved until other overriding 
tensions of a divided world are sufficiently relieved. 


"United Nations: The impartial and independent status of the secre- 
tariat must be preserved in principle and developed in practice. 


"UN action in the Congo merits far more general and whole-hearted 
support. It has in some respects been humble and at times even humiliating. 
Tt has, however, been successful in keeping the Congo from becoming a field 
of battle between the USSR and the US. 


"The US should help to meet the financial emergency of the UN. by. pure 
chasing’ a substantial rumber of the bonds which the UN is authorized to 
issue. President Kennedy's proposed figure of one hundred million dollars 
(one half of the total issue authorized) is reasonable and should be 
supported. It represents a fantastically minimal extra expenditure on 
pehalf of world peace and justice when compared with the enormous amounts 
expended or loaned to other countries for military purposes." 4 “d 


During the luncheon at which Dr. Nolde spoke, Mr. Cordier, the guest 
of honour, received the Walter W. Van Kirk Award for Christian Statesman- 
ship, newly established by the NCC's Department of International Affairs. 
Mr. Cordier, a minister of the Church of the Brethren, joined the UN 
Secretariat in 1946. BPS, Geneva 
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Greek Primate Reigns 12 Days, Abdicates 


(Athens) -~ Archbishop Iakovos, Primate of Athens and All Greece, who was 
elected on January 13 to succeed the late Archbishop Theoklitos as head of 
the Church of Greece, resigned on January 25. Widespread controversy had 
followed his election and subsequent enthronement (see EPS No. 3). 


On January 24 the Greek government announced its intention to intro- 
duce legislation which, if passed, would have had two effects: 1. Future 
archbishops would have been elected from anong the metropolitans on the 
active list by a mixed body of clergy and laymen; and 2. The office of 
archbishop could have been declared vacant by the proposed mixed electoral 
body if controversy arose over the person of the head of the Church. 


Next day the archbishop, who up to this point had refused to consider 


abdication, called a meeting of the Holy Synod and placed his resignation 
at its disposal. 


The Holy Synod, after long deliberation, decided to accept the Arch- 
bishop!s resignation provided the government agreed to withdraw the Bill 
altering the system of archiepiscopal election. On receiving the govern- 
ment's assurance on this point, which was conveyed to the Synod through the 
Minister of Education and Religion, Professor Gregorios Cassimatis, the 
Synod decided to accept the Archbishop's resignation. 


In his letter of resignation, Archbishop Llakovos said he abdicated 
not of his own free will but in response to government pressure, and that 


he wished to preclude the state intervening in the internal administration 
of the Church. . 


The election of a new archbishop is expected to take place under the 
present system within the next 10 days. EPS, Geneva 


Two Hungarian Bishops Report on Third Assembly 


(Budapest) - Bishop Tibor Bartha writes in the church paper Reformatusok 
Lapja that the cause of love for man and the problem of the churches! 
responsibility moved at New Delhi "to a place more central than at any of 
the former gatherings". 


His article goes ons "Most of the delegates realized that it is not 
the settling of problems of church order, confessions, and liturgy that the 
way to unity is related, but that it is the questions of Christian service 
and witness that have a bearing on the achievement of unity. 


"Tt was also apparent that the decisive majority of the delegates did 
not conceive of service and witness in terms of ecclesiastical functions 
and some kind of standing up for the interests of religion, but that they 
regarded our sharing in the work of Christ as service and our witness to 
the love of God as true witness." 


Bishop Bartha adds that attempts at using the WCC for the purpose of 
an ideology of some "third way" ran into the "resolute and calm opposition" 
of many participants who stood for the proclamation of the Word of God. 
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In Evangelikus Elet, Lutheran Bishop Z%ltan Kaidy says that "of the world 
assemblies of the WCC" it was New Delhi which "qualified most as a bearer 
of the light of Jesus Christ". He points out that the voice of the Assembly 


was not merely that of the church leaders but of the congregations of five 
continents. 


Bishop Kaldy adds: "When the Assembly condemned war and social injus- 
tice, and stood up for peace, then this resolution also voiced the stand- 
point of the whole humanity of goodwill." EPS, Geneva 


Lutheran-Presbyterian Theological Talks Begin February 16 


(New York) - The first in a series of conversations to explore theological 
relationships between Lutheran and Reformed churches will begin here on 
February 16 and continue next day. 


The meeting, "for general orientation and planning", will bring togeth- 
er theologians and representatives of all the major Lutheran church bodies 
in the US and Reformed denominations in North America. 


It is said officially that the talks are aimed at discovering "to what 
extent differences which have divided these communions in the past still 
constitute obstacles to mutual understanding". 


A main purpose of the first meeting will be to agree on the organiza- 
tion of later discussions which are to be held about one year apart. A 
chairman and secretary for each group will be appointed. 


Plans for the meeting followed Lutheran acceptance of an invitation to 
enter into theological conversations extended by Dr. James I. McCord, as 
secretary of the North American area of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches and the World Presbyterian Alliance. 


The invitation went to the National Lutheran Council Executive Commit- 
tee in its capacity as the US committee for the Lutheran World Federation. 
Parent international organizations of both American groups concurred last 
August in preliminary plans for the discussions. 


Also taking part in the talks will be the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod, which is not a member of the NLC or the LWF, and Reformed and Presby- 
terian bodies not affiliated with the World Alliance. 


The talks will be closed to both press and public. HPS, Geneva 


African Anglicans Vote for Full Communion with Church of Lanka 


(Kampala, Uganda) - The Church of the Province of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi 
voted unanimously at its second Provincial Assembly here to enter into full 
communion with the proposed Church of Lanka (Ceylon) and the proposed United 
Churches of North India and Pakistan. 


The assembly was made up of clergy and laymen from the eight dioceses 
of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi. The proposals for full communion with the 
planned united churches were submitted by the Provincial House of Bishops. 
They were introduced and explained to the assembly by the Archbishop of 
Uganda (the lost Rev. Leslie Brown). 
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The assembly also approved the adoption of a concordat between the 
Church of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi and the Independent Catholic Church of 
the Philippines. Under the concordat, each of the two churches recognizes 
the catholicity and independence of the other and maintains its own, and 
each agrees to admit members of the other to participate in the sacraments. 
The concordat states that full communion does not require from either church 
the acceptance of all doctrinal opinion, sacramental devotion or liturgical 
practice characteristic of the other, but inplies that each believes the 
other to hold all the essentials of the Christian faith. 


The Church of Uganda and Ruanda-Urundi is a self-governing province of 
the Anglican Communion, inaugurated last April by Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury. It has more than 750,000 full church 
members and about 1,750,000 adherents. EPS, Geneva 


Russians! Participation in Third Assembly Impresses Hromadka 


(Prague ) - Although the leadership of the WCC and some western delegates 
were troubled by conjectures how the Orthodox churches of the USSR, Rumania, 
Bulgaria, and Poland would make their presence felt at the’ Third Assembly, 
it became evident that their admission to membership was weet) Doty tor 
them and for the ecumenical fellowship, says the information service of the 
Protestant churches in Czechoslovakia. 


The January news bulletin of the Ecumenical Council of Czechoslovakian 
Churches prints an article from its secretary, Professor J. L. Hromadka, 
which says that the conduct of the new Orthodox members was serious and 
disnified and, particularly in the gecond half of the Assembly, spontaneous 
and effective, and sserts that the new contacts will be of considerable 
importance for the future activities of the WCC. 


The article adds: "The first steps of our Orthodox brethren on the 
ecumenical platform have been successful and convincing, even if various 
explanations of the new situation have been offered in the western press." 


 Hromadka thinks that at New Delhi the WCC may also have made a step 
forward in theology. He now finds a stronger accent being placed on Chris- 
tology. Also, "a sensitive ear" would hear thas attention was given to the 
fact that the ecumenical movement will be able to fulfil its mission only 
if it begins with. the Gospel in all its organizational, theological, eccles- 
iastical, educational, social, and political activities. 


Hromadka ends his art cle by expressing his belief that the ecumenical 
fellowship was made “more solid and profound" at New Delhi. HPS, Geneva 


Philanthrovist Offers Free Churches Big Sum If They Unite 


(London) - A British philanthropist, Sir David James, has offered the Free 
Churches in Wales £250,000 ($700,000) on condition that they come together, 
put up a like amount, and use the money for the pensions of ministers and 
ministers! wives. 


| Sir David recently gave the Anglican Church in Wales £204,000 
($571,000) to help in augmenting the salaries of its clergymen. 
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He has said that he has not approached any one Free Church with his 
latest offer because he does not wish to offend the others, but if the Free 
Churches are interested and will unite they should go and see him. So far 
the response has been hesitant. 


Sir David James is a Methodist. His wife is a member of the Church of 
England. Now aged 74, he is living in semi-retirement after a many-sided 
business career. Since 19430 he is believed to have given away more than 
one million pounds (about three million dollars). His wish is to foster 
Christian unity in Wales among Anglicans and Nonconformists alike. 

EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics Give Collection to Protestant Church 


(Franeker, Holland) - In gratitude for the use of a Reformed Church building, 
the Roman Catholic congregation of Martinus parish, Franeker, has given the 
collection taken at services on St. Martin's Day, amounting to seven hundred 
guilders ($195),for Reformed poor, sick, and aged. 


For more than a year the Roman Catholics of Franeker, Friesland, have 
used the Martimschurch of the Netherlands Reformed Church because of the 
demolition of their own building. The Roman Catholics use the building 
every weekday morning and on Sundays celebrate two masses there in between 
Reformed Church services. 


The church wardens wish for no payment for the use of the church but 
have arranged for a common settlement of electric light and heating charges. 
The Ronan Catholics have hired the vestry from the church where they keep 
the Tabernacle from the altar in the safe. The Roman Catholic worshippers 
have no kneeling-stools in the old Martini church, but they find in the pews 
copies of the Reformed Church hymnbooks which contain the Heidelberg 
Catechisn. 


The Netherlands Reformed Church reports that during the past year 
there has been increasing talk in mamy parts of Holland of Christians draw--- 
ing together and co-operation at the focal level. (in regular gatherings 
of theologians as well as in Bible groups, Protestants and Roman Catholics 
are coning together for Bible study. There are at deastwe> of these: groups 
in Holland. EPS, Geneva 


Theology is Ecumenicity's Motivation, Parlin Tells Press 


(New York) - The theological conviction that Christians belong together is 
the true motivation of the expanding ecumenical movement, Dr. Charles C. 
Parlin (Methodist and a distinguished American lawyer ) told the Overseas 
Press Club here. 


He added that there are other important reasons for overcoming the 
old divisions among Christians and said that outstanding among these is 
the progress of nations which aspire to domination of the world upon which 
they would foist their own atheistic philosophy. 


Another reason, he continued, is the need for Christians to face a 
co-ordinated onslaught of materialism and the rapid revival of non-Chris- 
tian religious movements in Asia and Africa. 


Dr. Parlin was recently elected one of the six presidents of the 
World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 
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Lutheran Leader Says Church Must Speak on Social Problems 


(Atlantic City, N.J.) - If the voice of the Church raised in support of 
justice for all men were to be silenced, her claim of love would be muted 
simultaneously, Dr. Paul C. Empie, executive director of the National 
Lutheran Council, has told the annual council meeting here. 


"Spokesmen for the Church must always speak responsibly but they must 
speak", Dr. Empie said. "At the same time, the whole Church should be 
brought to an undertanding of the basis for, and the implications of, such 
speaking." 


He added that automation might well release more people in the affluent 
societies to provide educational or merciful services to mankind in areas 
of acute need. A study of automation, he thought, could have implications 
in connection with proposals to establish a Lutheran volunteer programme 
which would provide opportunities for qualified persons to serve overseas 
for short terms under the Church. 


Dr. Empie said he was convinced "that a much larger proportion of 
relief activitics abroad ought to be extended through the services of com- 
petant personnel rather than restricted to commodities or money, especially 
in areas of endemic need". 


Another sensitive area, he said, involves maintenance of the proper 
role of the Church in relationships with extremist groups enlisting support 
for their own objective. BPS, Geneva 


Stassen Proposes World Food Bank at NCC Gathering 


(New York) - The establishment of a "World Food Bank" was suggested by 
Mr. Harold Stassen, special assistant for disarmament under President 
Bisenhower, when he addressed the 600 menbers of the National Council of 
Churches! Staff Association recently. 


He asked for the building up of world-wide food reserves which would 
be made available to any people suffering frem food shortages. Their only 
commitnent to the bank would be that when in future they had surplus crops 
and their supplies were more adequate, they would return what they had with- 
drawn, and more, to the reserves. 


"Tt is my belief that practical, efficient, manageable methods of 
working out such a far-reaching goal could be achieved'', Mr. Stassen said, 
and went ons: 


"The UN could be given the responsibility and support for establishing 
3 world-wide network of communication through the use of satellites in outer 
space." This would bring the people of the world more clearly and definit- 
ly together, and could be expanded to neintain conditions that would 
decrease the chances of war from miscalculation. 


He argued that only a foreign policy which puts “humanity first" will 
be adequate "to reflect the religious convictions of America, merit the 
full approval of the Church, and advance the future well-being of all man- 
kind on this earth under God." EPS, Geneva 
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4dolf Keller Attains 90th Birthday 


a a RE RE A a RE Ee eB 


(Geneva) - Dr. Adolf Keller, one of the pioneers of the modern ecumenical 
movement, will attain his 90th birthday on February 7. 


In 1922 Keller founded the European Central Bureau for Inter-Church 
Aid, which was the forerunner of the present Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churches, 


Three years later he was appointed one of the secretaries of the Life 
and Work Conference in Stockholm and became the first director of its 
International Christian Social Bureau. He also founded the Ecumenical 
Seminar in Geneva which was the forerunner of the present Graduate School 
at Bossey. 


Dr. W. A. Visser '!t Hooft, general secretary of the WCC, commented in 
Geneva that the ecumenical movement owes Dr. Keller a great debt of grati- 
tude for his advocacy of the cause of Christian co-operation at a time when 
that cause was understood by few people. 


Since his retirement, Dr. Keller has been living at Compton, California. 
ar BPS, Geneva 


Services Need Both Homeliness and Mystery, Says Anglican Prelate 


(Canterbury, England) - The reform of Anglican services will soon be pron- 
inent in the life of the Church of England, says the Archbishop of Canter- 
pury (Dr. Michael Ramsey) in his diocesan magazine. 


The primate says that better baptismal and other occasional services 
than those in the 1928 Prayer Book will be needed. He describes the rites 
in use in Canada and in the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon 
as good examples of liturgical revision. 


He also considers steps to authorize by law the reading of the New 
English Bible at the Communion Service and the new Psalter now being pre- 
pared as important. But he adds: 


"Tet it be clear that the chief aim of revision is not a matter of 
Church politics but a matter of enabling the Church to offer the best wor- 
ship possible and to bring the meaning of worship home to people. The 
Church needs forms of worship which show sensitivity to the world's contem- 
porary needs and troubles. But it would be fatal if this were the only 
note to be struck. Both homeliness and mystery must have their place." 

EPS, Geneva 


Switzerland and the Ecumenical Movement 


(Berne ) - Delegates from almost all the member churches of the World Council 
of Churches in Switzerland met in Berne to review the work of the Third 
Assembly in New Delhi and to fix the main lines of policy for continuing 

the Assembly's work on the local level. The meeting was the largest ecu- 
menical gathering ever held by these churches. 


The three discussion groups on Witness, Service and Unity submitted a 
number of concrete recommendations to the Swiss churches. Among them is a 
proposal to publish a booklet on lay training, to give absolute priority to 
the concern of missions at the parish level, to give greater attention to 
missionary concerns in theological faculties, and to initiate special 
courses to prepare emigrating Christians for their work abroad. 
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The Service group also discussed international affairs and, in this 
context, the question of Russian Orthodox membership in the World Council 
of Churches. In its final report it recommends discussion of political and 
social issues, as well as civic education (for both men and women) to be 
carried on in Swiss parishes. The service of Christian institutions was 
welcomed, but it was suggested that the theological basis of such institu- 
tions should be kept under continual review. Christian political parties 
and similar organizations were believed to have only limited justification. 


Participants pledged to make ecumenical concerns more widely known 
among their church members, and called on the Swiss Protestant Church Feder- 
ation to support the ecumenical movement both spiritually and financially. 

EPS, Geneva 


Baptist Church in Riga Becomes Soviet Television Centre 


(London) - According to information received from the Baptist World Alliance, 
the biggest Baptist church in Riga, the Agenskalna Church, has been taken 
over by Soviet Russian television authorities and will serve as a stucio 

and auditorium. 


The Baptist congregation in Riga had to cede its church to the state 
as far back. as 1940, but could continue using the building until last year 
when it was told to move out of the premises. The congregation of 500 
nembers held its last service in the church on September 3, 1961. 


It is stated in the report of the Baptist World Alliance that only 
three of the eight Baptist churches in Riga are still open for services. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Mr. Andrzej P. Krasicki, secretary for the World Alliance of YMCAs! 
Library Services, has died in Geneva, aged 58. A Roman Catholic deeply 
interested in clarifying and strengthening the YMCA!'s ecumenicity, 

Mr. Krasicki was National General Secretary of the Polish YMCA 1949-46. 


After the war he mobilized large-scale relief services to the Polish people. 
* * * 


A record breaking total of $15,250,811 has been set as the goal for 
the 1962 United Appeal of Protestant Churches in America to assist the 
needy throughout the world. The total, says Church World Service which 
sponsors the United Appeal for its member communions, is nearly half a 
million dollars more than in 1961. 


* * * 


Professor Basil Ioannides has resigned from his position as director 
general of Religious Affairs in the Greek Ministry of Education and Reli- 
gious Affairs, following a dispute with the minister, Professor G. Cassi- 
matis. Professor Basil Vellas, for many years director of the Apostoliki 


Diakonia (Home Mission of the Greek Church), has been appointed to succeed 
hin. HPS, Geneva» 
x¥ * 


News releases and specialized articles concerning the disturbances in 
Angola have been assembled in a 69-page booklet by the Methodist Board of 
Missions, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N.Y., USA. 
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Teachers Transfered in Ceylon Government Scheme 


(Colombo) - The Ceylon government is gradually implementing one of the 
major facets of its programme to nationalize the schools - a ruling that 
the principal of each school must be of the same religious faith as the 
najority of its pupils. 


The result is an important redistribution of Christian educators, for 
pupils in many Christian schools are either Buddhists or Hindus. To meet 
requirements of the ruling principals are being transfered to other schools 
- although only a small minority can be placed in similar positions. The 
majority are being assigned as teachers. They continue to receive the same 
salary as they did as school heads. 


This scattering of the Christian community has had serious effects on 
the life of many local churches, particularly those in the smaller and more 
remote country villages where school heads often provided church leadership. 


At the same time it has great possibilities. "We keep reminding the 
teachers that the early church spread because the Christians were forcibly 
scattered out of Jerusalem", says the Rev. G. B. Jackson, study secretary 
of the National Christian Council. 
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Some help is being provided for the village churches, he added, by the 
Christian Teachers! Guild, an independent, interdenominational body, which 
is seeking to keep in touch with isolated Christian teachers in these 
communities to "help to hold the Christian remnant together". 


The programme to nationalize the schools, which was voted into law in 
Denember, 1960, also authorizes the government to take over school property 
without compensation, although the law stipulates that at any time the 
buildings are not used for educational purposes they will be returned to 
the churches. 


Teaching of religion is compulsory in the schools. . Bach child ‘is 
instructed in the religion of his parents, and is examined in the subject 
at the end of his school career. The syllabus for the examination Pay 
Christian students is prepared by the National Christian Council. 

EPS, Geneva 


October 11 Set for II Vatican Ecumenical Council 


(Rome ) ~ October 1l is the date set for the opening of the ecumenical 
council of the Roman Catholic Church. The official title of the meeting 
will be the Ecumenical Council Vatican II because it will be held in 

St. Peter's Basilica which is part of the Vatican and because it will be 
the second such council to be held there. 


Twenty-eight hundred ecclesiastical leaders will attend the council, 
which is expected to be in session for several months to get through a 
lengthy agenda still in the process of preparation. 


An announcement by Pope John XXIII calling tho council, asked "once 
again our children to intensify constantly their prayers to God for the 
happy outcome of this event. . ." 


Tt added: "The fruits which we ardently desire from this celebration 
are above all these: that the Church, spouse of Christ, be always more 
invigorated in her divine energies and that in greater measures the influen- 
tial benefits be extended to the soul of men." 


The first Vatican Council was convoked in 1869, but was suspended the 
following year due to the outbreak of the Franco-Prussian War, which 
resulted in the removal of French troops from Rome and the Italian occupa- 
tion of the city. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Church Leader Asks for Prayers for Vatican Council 


(Philadelphia) -~ An appeal that Christians - both Protestants and Catholics 
- unite in prayer for the coming second Vatican Council, as they did for the 
World Council of Churches! Assembly in New Delhi, India, has been made by 


Dr. James E. Wagner, retiring president of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. 


Speaking at a meeting of United Church Women, he said the second 
Vatican Council will be the "big Christian event" of 1962, just as the New 
Delhi Assembly was the major event of 1961. 


al a 
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"Tf we neglect to uphold this ecumenical council in our prayers we 
shall not only be something less than Christian, we shall be really 
un-Christian", Dr. Wagner said. 


"The New Delhi Assembly", Dr. Wagner continued "was the object of 


Roman Catholics! prayers, both public and private’) adding that before the World 


Council's Assembly several European Catholic prelates asked members of their 
churches to pray for the Assembly." EPS, Geneva 


Church of England Council Deplores "Fencing of Table! 


(London) - To discourage or forbid Anglicans to receive the Sacrament from 
the hands of ministers who have not been episcopally ordained is contrary 


both to the truth of the Gospel and to the historic position of the Church 
of England. 


This declaration is made in a statement issued this week by the Church 
of England Evangelical Council. The statement declareds 


"The Council cannot question the full validity and efficacy of non- 


episcopal ministries simply on the ground that they lack the historic 
episcopate. 


"The Council holds that such freedom of intercommunion as is historic 
within the Church of England should be continued, not as a Means to an end, 
but as a conscientious expression before the world of that unity which 
undeniably exists between those who through faith in Christ as God and 
Saviour are one with Him and therefore one with each other in Him. 


"The Council is convinsed that to discourage or forbid Anglicans to 
receive the sacrament from the hands of ministers who have not been epis- 
copally ordained is contrary both to the truth of the Gospel and to the 
historic position of the Church of England. 


"The Council believes that it is a scandal in the Church, which is 
the Body of Christ, that the Lord's Table should be so fenced around as to 
become a symbol of exclusive denominationalism. It should indeed be fenced 
- not, however, against non-episcopalians, but against unbelievers, heretics, 
and notorious evil livers. 


"The Council deplores the present tendency whereby the status of being 
in full communion with the Church of England is conferred upon episcopalian 
but unreformed churches and denied to Reformed but non-episcopalian churches. 
This it sees as nothing less than a reversal of historic Anglicanism, 
whereby in the past reciprocal intercommunion was a reality between the 
Church of England and other Reformed, albeit non-episcopal, churches. 


"The Council, finally, while deeply concerned at the appalling and 
crippling disunity within the Church, would wish to stress the danger of 
regarding the achievement of outward unity as an end in itself. True out- 
ward unity can be founded only upon the inward unity which already exists 
between all who are Christ's. Unity in the Spirit, in truth, and in love 
is the first unity for which Christians must pray and work, and, until 
such time as organic unity may be achieved, that unity is rightly expressed 
in intercommunion." 


The statement was signed by the chairman, the Rev. A. T. Houghton and 
22 other members of the Council. EPS, Geneva 
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Missouri Synod President Addresses NLC Lutherans 


(Atlantic City) - A call for "ever greater eagerness and determination to 
reach true unity' has been issued to all Lutherans here by the president of 
the Lutheran, Church-Missouri Synod. 


The Rev. Dr. John W. Behnken, St. Louis, Mo., stressed the importance 
of "agreement in doctrine" in an address here to the 44th annual meeting of 
the National Lutheran Council. 


His speech to the Council marked a milestone in US Lutheran relations. 
It was the first time that a president of the Missouri Synod, which has 
traditionally remained aloof from association with other Lutheran churches, 
as well as with national or international ecumenical bodies, had addressed 
an NLC annual gathering. 


However, NLC and Missouri Synod representatives have been meeting 
together for the past two years to discuss doctrine, and in November issued 
a joint announcement that the conversations had revealed sufficient doctri- 
nal agreement to justify further exploration of the possible formation of a 
new co-operative agency. 


Impetus to this scheme from the NLC side was given at another session 
when delegates approved a recommendation that the NLC transmit plans for 
the proposed agency to its six member churches for their consideration. 
The Missouri Synod is also expected to submit plans for the proposal to 
delegates to its next assembly. 


Such an agency would replace the 43 years old NiC, whose six member 
churches have a membership of 5,500,000 persons. Combining these bodies 
and the Missouri Synod in the new agency would involve over 8,000,000 
Lutherans. EPS, Geneva 


Nepalese Convert Imprisoned 


(Katmandu, Nepal) - Two leaders of the infant church in Nepal are bearing 
the brunt of the government's present severe treatment of Christian con- 
verts, according to a report by the Far East News Service (FENS ). 


The Service reports that one Nepali pastor has been sentenced to six 
years! imprisonment for having given Christian instruction and baptism to 
Nepali believers. Another preacher from Pokhra, Nepal, at present serving 
on the Indian side of the border, has received the same sentence in 
absentia. 


To a large extent the lot of the Christian minority in Nepal depends 
on the prevailing attitude of the rulers of this mountain kingdom. Follow- 
ing a country-wide election in 1959, a democratic government and constitu- 
tionWere established under the King. Changes introduced at that time in 
the old Rana Laws allowed for a measure of religious freedom. However, in 
December, 1960, the elected government and constitution were dissolved by 
the King, who assumed full authority introducing a form of "guided demo- 
cracy". The result has been a general stiffening of the government's 
attitude towards Christians. 


Recently, however, the King announced his intention of re-introducing 
most of the constitution. Some observers consider that this may include a 
modification of the present discriminatory laws directed against converts 
to Christianity. EPS, Geneva 
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Malagasy Youth Fined - Attorneys to Appeal Decision 


(Tananarive ) - Roger Andrianaly, 41, has been found guilty and fined 
Malagasy francs 15,000 (#61.50) on charges of "outrage" and "offense" against 
the Malagasy, government (see EPS No.3). : 


His attorneys immediately announced they will appeal the verdict, 
although a retrial could result in a heavier sentence, 


Charges against the youth resulted from publication in Fanasina, the 
newspaper of the Madagascar Christian Council, of a resolution adopted by 
the Association of Malagasy Students in France, criticizing the government 
as "repressive" and "corrupt". Mr. Andrianaly is general secretary of the 
association. The newspaper's chief editor, Paul Rakotovolona, is also 
under arrest on similar charges. 


The fine is considered moderate in view of the maximum sentence of 
three years! imprisonment or a fine of Malagasy francs 1,000,000 ($4,100) 
which could have been levied. 


The youth, who is a medical student at the University of Paris, has 
been given back his passport which was seized at the time of his arrest. 
He has not, however, been granted an exit visa which would enable him to 
return to Paris to complete his studies. EPS, Geneva. 


Soushern Baptists Reject Pulpit Exchange 


(Chicago) - South Baptist leaders in Illinois (USA) have rejected a plan 
for the exchange of pulpits between pastors of their churches and other 
Baptist ehurches in the state. 


The plan was part of a Baptist Jubilee Advance programme to commemorate 
150 years of organized Baptist work in North America. Seven Baptist bodies, 
including the South Baptist Convention, are participating. 


Directors of the Illinois State Association said they rejected the 
exchange part of the programme because it may lead to an ecumenical trend 
in Southern Baptist life, since the American Baptist Convention and other 
bodies involved belong to the National Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Help Train Pakistan Technicians 

(Karachi ) - Pakistan's industrial and mechanical development is profiting 
through technical craftsmen being trained in the YMCA Technical Institute 
in Karachi. 


The one year old institute offers courses in draughtsmanship, elec- 
trical installation and plumbing. Courses require two years of daytime or 
four years of night attendance. 


The Karachi YMCA provided the buildings. The National Council of the 
YMCA of the Federal Republic of Germany donated equipment and tools and an 
instructor for two years. Church World Service (USA) supplied $4,000, 
plus other aid through the Economic Development Committee of the West 
Pakistan Christian Council. EPS, Geneva 
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Churches War on Child Hunger in Hong Kong 


(Hong Kong) - A frontal attack on child hunger in Hong Kong aimed at provid- 
ing every child now unable to find adequate food with a least one hot meal 
a day, has been announced by the Rev. Elbert BE. Gates Jr., Hong Kong Church 
World Service director. 


In response to a request from the Hong Kong Department of Hducation, 
CWS is setting up the programme to provide a daily hot meal to approximately 
70,000 children. 


The meal will consist of rice and "snug", (a bit of meat and vegatable), 
and will be sent in large containers to schools where it will be served to 
children designated by school authorities. 


Food stuffs are being privided by the US government from surplus 
stocks, and by CROP, the Christian Rural Overseas Programme. Two central 
food kitchens, each with a capacity of 20,000 meals daily, are being built 
with funds provided by the US government. 


Operational costs are being underwritten by Hong Kong Church World 
Service, the British Council of Churches and the Reformed Church of the 
Netherlands. 


In addition the Dutch church will provide a grant of $50,000 a year 
for three years and furnish a staff person to administer the programme. 
The Hong Kong Rotary Club recently donated the first of a fleet of trucks 
which will be required to carry out the programme. Operation of the pro- 
gramme will be overseen by a committee of which Bishop Ronald Hall (Anglican) 
is chairman. EPS, Geneva 


Algeria's Bishops Warn Catholics of Rightest Propaganda 


(Algiers) - Church authorities cautioned Roman Catholics in Algeria to be 
wary of propaganda of the Secret Army Organization ORS Propaganda by 

the organization of right-wing extremists causes "troubles of the conscience", 
a statement by the hierarchy said. 


The statement referred in particular to claims by the underground 
movement of Buropean extremists to have the support of Catholic priests. 
An unidentified "chief chaplain" of the Secret Army Organization is quoted 
in clandestine broadcasts and leaflets as endorsing the rightist fight, for 
a "French Algeria" and its violent methods. 


The hierarchy!s declaration recalled that "only the bishops and the 
Pope can confer on a priest any pastoral charge", such as a chaplaincy in 
a military or para-military formation. 


In another message, read from the pulpits in all churches during 
Sunday mass, the Most Rev. Leon-Etienne Duval, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
of Algiers, urged congregations to pray for an end of violence and for 
protection from "contamination by evil". 


With a clear allusion to the terrorism waged by Huropean extremists 
against Moslems, the Archbishop asked Catholics to pray to God "to save our 
honour as Christians, to prevent the irreparable, to help us build peace 
in justice." 


In some churches in greater Algiers, rightist sympathizers were re- 
ported to have walked out after the Archbishop's appeal had been read. B39 
the cathedral of Algiers on the lower fringe of the Moorish Casbah, many 
persons in the congregation appeared moved by the message. No disturbances 
occurred. EPS, Geneva 
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LWF Postwar Role in Britain Defended 


(Geneva) - A Lutheran World Federation official has rejected the charge 
that the LWF, since the last war, has acted against ecumenicity in Great 


Britain by planting the Lutheran Church in a land where it had not previously 
been known. 


The LWF related churches in other countries found in the United Kingdom 
thousands of new Lutheran immigrants who needed a spiritual ministry in 
their mother tongues and responded to the need, asserted the Rev. William 
B. Schaeffer, the Federation's senior representative in London. 


"Pastoral concern, not theological distinctions or ecclesiastical 
pride, led Lutherans of the United States to come to the aid of thousands 
of Lutheran refugees in Great Britain in postwar years", he said. 


"That same pastoral concern determined continuation of support by the 
Federation's Department of World Service, and it has motivated (the depart- 


ment's) commission to shape plans for the care of future generations of 
iutherans in the British Isles." 


Pastor Schaeffer wrote under the title "Is There a Place for the 
Lutheran Church in the British Isles?" in the latest issue of the LWF's 
quarterly Lutheran World, published here this week. EPS, Geneva 


Greek Orthodox Church Studys Decline in Monastic Life 


(Athens) - A Patriarchal Commission of the Greek Orthodox Church is meeting 
at Mt. Athos in northern Greece this week to investigate reasons for the 
decline of interest in the monastic ideal, and ways of rekindling monastic 
life. The population of all the monasteries, both Greek and non-Greek, is 
dwindling and there is great difficulty in recruiting novices. Unless the 
situation is remedied, an announcement said, the monasteries are "threaten- 
ed with extinction in the near future". 


The 1,000th anniversary celebration of the establishment of the first 
monastery on Mt. Athos is planned for next year. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Approve Return of Missionaries to Congo 


(Geneva) ~ Two churches in different parts of the world last week authorized 
plans for sending more missionaries to the Congo. They were the Baptist 
Missionary Society, in London, and the Presbyterian Church, US (Southern). 


The Baptist Society in related actions authorized the appointments of 
four missionaries for work among Angolan refugees in the Lower Congo, and 
approved plans for three new centres for pastoral, evangelistic, education- 
al and medical work. <A total of nine missionaries will eventually be 
named to staff these centres. 


The actions came after the Rev. W. D. Grenfell, BMS Angola field sec- 
retary, reported that approximately 100,000 persons have fled from Angola 
into the Congo. He said that while a number of Society missionaries who 
formerly worked in Angola are still engaged in relief work with these 
refugees, more permanent rehabilitation work must now be established. 
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In Nashville, Tenn., the Board of World Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, announced it has decided to drop all restrictions on the sending 
of missionaries to the Congo. The decision, it said, was motivated in part 
by the fact that the number of the church's missionaries working there has 
dropped from a peak of 66 several months ago to a present total Of Ds 


Recognizing "the difficulties under which our work is being carried on 
in the Congo. . .a8 well as the risk involved in permitting the return of 
personnel. .,.,especially women and children, into the uncertain situation 
which prevails", it added, "the Board still felt it necessary to strengthen 
the small and overburdened force now in the Congo." 


When violence broke out in the Congo in July, 1960, the Presbyterian 
US Gongo force totalled 171, about 100 of whom were on the field... Today 
the total force is 130. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Executive Voices Hopes for Vatican Council 


(Geneva ) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, has told a meeting held here in connection with the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity that while "the impossible" must not be expected 
from the second Vatican Ecumenical Council, he hoped the council would 

point the way towards greater understanding and would "rid the ecumenical 
scene of elements of distrust and misunderstanding." 


Specifically, he said, he hoped it would discuss the problem of 


religious liberty for "it is high time for the Catholic Church to say 


officially what many of its best theologians have already said unofficially." 
He added that he was thinking particularly of the problem of mixed marriages. 


"There is an urgency to extend and to examine the dialogue with our 
Catholic brethren", he asserted. "But dialogue means that the interlocutor 
takes the other seriously and that both parties are ready to listen to each 
other." 


"T hope", he added, "that the council will give a different accent 
than the one we have heard recently in the encyclical ‘Aeterna Dei Sapietia. 
Its polemics with the Eastern churches, places it decidedly in the period of 
monologue rather than that of dialogue." 


_ 


The papal encyclical referred to was published late last year and was 
very critical of the position of the Eastern churches, particularly of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, in relation to the Roman 
Catholic Church. (See EPS No. 50, 1961). 


Dutch Bishops Give Guide for EcumeniealiContacts.. 


(The Hague) - Concerned that the growing number of Roman Catholic-Protestant 
contacts in the Netherlands may lead to "religious indifference", the 
country's Roman Catholic Council of Bishops has issued a list of instruc- 
tions as a guide to the faithful in ecumenical relations. 


While approving "unofficial manifestations such as prayer meetings and 
interconfessional discussions outside places of worship", the bishops warn 
that Catholics should not take part officially in non-Catholic ceremonies 
"because such participation might be construed as acceptance of the teach- 
ings of the other church". 
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However, the list gives two exceptions to the rule. Official partici- 
pation can be approved, it says, for persons whose "ecumenical sentiments 
are known", and secondly participation in church services is permissible in 
such exceptional cases as the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity because 
"it is during religious ceremonies that Christians can most readily under- 
stand both the principles which separate them and those which unite them". 


The bishops emphasized that they believe it is "desirable" to hold 
interconfessional meetings on religious questions, particularly if they are 
"the spontaneous expression of the rapprochement between different Christian 
confessions". 


In a closing section they recommend that the teaching priesthood foklow 
closely the developments in the ecumenical movement in order to inspire 
their students with "truly ecumenical sentiments". However, they must be 
careful, they added, not to give the impression to their students that 
unity has already been realized. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Universal Day of Prayer for Students will be observed Sunday, 
February 18. Sponsored by the World Student Christian Federation, the day 
stresses prayers for students, many of whom, the Federation says, are "facing 
grave problems in the political lives of their countries, or are under- 
nourished and have inadequate resources for study" and "some of whom are 
denied the freedom to pursue their work". 


* * * 


Polish Baptists have received permission to conduct a theological 
seminary in Warsaw to be opened officially on February 18. The Rev. Zdzislaw 
Pawlik, who studied theology in English colleges, has been appointed 
director. Bight to 10 students are expected for the first class. The 
geminary is located in new Baptist buildings dedicated in Warsaw last 
September. 


* * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible societies in the Netherlands will 

sponsor their third joint campaign for the sale of Bibles from February 19 
to March 9 in Rotterdam. About 500 colporteurs in teams of two persons - 
a Protestant and a Roman Catholic - will make house to house visits through 
the city. Portable booths belonging to the Dutch Bible Society (Protestant) 
will be set up at various points to sell both Protestant and Roman Catholic 
versions of the Scriptures. EPS, Geneva 


NEW DELHI SPFAKS: The official report of the Third Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches is now available in English and German. The book con- 
tains the reports of the three Assembly Sections - Unity, Witness and 
Service - and the Assembly Message. The cost is US $0.50, 2s.6d. and 
DM3.80. English language copies are aviilable from the SCM Press, 56-58 
Bloomsbury Street, London W.C.1, England; and Association Press, 291 Broad- 
way, New York 7, N.Y., USA. German language copies (Neu Delhi Spricht) are 
available from Evang. Missionsverlag, Heusteigstr. 34, Stuttgart, Germany. 


The full official Report of the Third Assembly, containing a narrative 
account of the day to day proceedings and all important documents will be 
published in June. 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 1962 


Annual Ecumenical Youth Conference 
in the Netherlands 


World YWCA Conference on Work with’ 
Foutn 


YMCA , President's Committee 


World Day of Prayer 


Lutheran World Federation, Adminis- 
trative Committee, Committee on 
Latin America 


LWF, Commission on World Service 


WCC, DICARWS, Refugee sub-Committee 
Pacific Churches Conference, 
Continuation Committee 

WCC, DICARWS , Administrative Committte 


WoC, Youth Department, | 
Asian Leadership Training Conference 


WCC, DICARWS, Executive Committee 
WCC, Hxecutive Committee 


Ecumenical Institute/World Christian He 
Youth Commission, Consultation on ine 


ee oan Secondary BHducation on Young 
eo 
Assembly of the Fellowship of Buropean 


YMCA Youth Workers 
LWF, Officers! Meeting 


weoc, Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Worship (European Section) 


wec, Youth Department, Asian gs ht fa 
Training Conference 


wec, DICARWS, European Fraternal 
Workers! Retreat 


YMCA , Continental Convention of South 
American Federation of YMCAs 


Ecumenical Institute, Seminar on 
Orthodox Worship 


WcC, Department on the Laity/John Knox 


House/WSCF, 4th African Students Seminar 


wec, Youth Department, Latin. European 
Youth Conference 


Berlin Youth Conference 
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Chicago, Ill., 
USA 
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Geneva 
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Switzerland 
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US Conference for the WCC, Annual Meeting 
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Conference. 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological 
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WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Tradition and Traditions (American Section) 


_LWF Caribbean Region, Lutheran Le Repos 


Conference 


YMCA, Oonsultation on Industrial Youth at 
Work and Leisure 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference for 


Industrialists 


LWF, South American Lutheran Communications 
Conference 


LWF, Conference of European Lutheran 
Minority Churches 


World YWCA Leadership Training Institute 


WCC, Youth Department, 
Training Conference 


Work Camp Leaders 


WCCESSA, North American Committee, Annuadt Meeting 


WCC, Faith! and Order. Theological Commission on 


Christ and the Church (American Section) 
German Ecumenical Youth Conference 


LWF, Commission on Stewardship and 
Congregational Life 


LWF, Commission on. Theology 
World YWCA Consultation on Adult Education 


Course for Pastors 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Ghiist and the Church (European Section) 
Sub-Committee 


YMCA, Consultation on "The YMCA’ and the 
Public! 


wcc, Faith 0 Order, Theological Commission 
on Christ and the Church (European Section) 
Full Commission 


Buck Hill Fal: 
Pa., USA 


Korea 


Chicago, Jil. 
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Germany 
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Switzerland 
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Switzerland 
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Switzerland 
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England 
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Germany 
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July 


7 
Pt 
: 
“ . = 
> : 
= * 
wey 2 
] Be. 


en 15. 
3-13 


ae cA 
WCC, -DICARWS, Annual Consultation 


World Presbyterian Alliance, 
Huropean Theological Commission 


WCCESSA, Seminar on Theological Education 


LWF, Theological Conference for Pastors 


WCC, Division of World Mission and Evangelism, 
Committee on the Church and Jewish People 


WCC, DICARYS Executive Committee 


WCCESSA, Children's Work Consultation 


International Congregational Council 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on 
Social Work 


YMCA/YWCA, Consultation on Ecumenical 
Policy and Practice 


WCCESSA, .Third World Institute on Christian 
Education Paes er 


YMCA, Standing Committees of World Alliance 


WSCF, North American Conference’ on "The Tiere 
and Mission of the Church" : 


YWCA, Pre-Executive Committee Sessions 
World YWCA Executive Committee 
Eeumenical Institute, Course for Laymen 


YMCA, 6th Meeting of Executive Committee 
of World Alliance 


LWF, Theological Conference for Pastors 


WCC, Division of World Mission and Evangelisn, 
Study Group on "The Pattern of the Ministry 
in a Missionary Church" 


WCCESSA, World Educational Services Committee 
WCCESSA, Board of Managers 


weC, Division of World Mission and Evangelisn, 


Theological Education Fund Committee Meeting 
WCCESSA;; Assembly 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Christ and the Church (European Section) 
Full Commission 


Nyborg Stand, 
Denmark 


Netherlands 
Belfast 
Germany 


Cambridge, 
England 


Nyborg Strand, 


Denmark 
Belfast. 
Rotterdam 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


St. Cergue, 
Switzerland 


Belfast 


Geneva 


-_Lake Geneva, 


Wis., USA 


St. Cergue, 
Switzerland 


. ot. : Cergue, 


Switzerland 
Bossey;, 
Switzerland 
Geneva 


Oxford 


Arnoldshain, 


. Germany 


Belfast 


~ Belfast 


Arnoldshain, 
Germany 


Belfast 


. Europe 


July 25-27 
July 25-31 


July 27-31 
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August 3 


July 27-- 
August 14 


July 30 - 
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August 5 


August 1-4 
August 4-15 
August 5-16 


August 6-7 
August 7-17 
August 15-25 


August 18 


August 18-20 


August 18-26 
Reena: 19Co5 
August 20-25 
: oad 24-31 
August 26-30 
> Aupust 27-30 


August 30 - 
September 6 
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WCCHSSA, Assembly 


YMCA, 4th European Area Conference 


wWcc, Department on the Co-operation of 
Men and Women in Church and Society, 
Consultation on the Family 


Third British Conference of Christian 


Ecumenical Institute/WSIF, Course for 


Theological Students 


ICC, Divisional and Departmental Mectings 
Eoumenical Youth Conference in Madagascar 


CCIA, Executive Committee 
UBS, International Youth Conference 


WSCF, European Conference on "The Life 


and Mission of the Church" 


WCC, Executive Committee 
WCC, Central Committee 


YMCA, Huropean Consultation on Physical 
Education in the YMCA . 


wec, Consultation. with representatives 
of NCCs : 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological 
Commission on Tradition and Traditions 
(European Section) 


World Presbyterian Alliance, West African 
Consultation 


YMCA, International Conference on 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference on 
Eastern and Western Spirituality 
General Council of the United Christian 
Youth Moveme t USA 


World Presbyterian Alliance, 


Executive Committee 


LWF, Commission on World Service: 


LWF, Commission on World Mission 


Belfast 


Thessaloniki, 
Greece 


Paris 


Leicester, 
England 


Bossey, 
Switzerland 


Paris 


Tananarive, 
Madagascar 


Paris 
Oslo 


GrezZ, 
Austria 


Paris 
Paris 


Mainau, 
Germany 


Paris 


Copenhagen 


Ibadan, 
Nigeria 


Rio de Janei 


Bosseys 
Switzerland 


Tbhadans. 
Nigeria 
Neuendettels 
Germany 


Neuendettels 
Germany 
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September 27-30 WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Racine, Wis. 

| Commission on Worship (American Section) USA 

October 1-5 Third meeting of the Conference of Nyborg Strand, 
European Churches Denmark 

October 1 = Ecumenical Institute, llth session of the Bossey, 

February 15, Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies Switzerland 

1963 
October 7 World-wide Communion Sunca; 
October 8-13 WoC, Division of World Mission and Evange- Europe 


lism, Consultation on Christian Literature 


October 8-15 WCC, Youth Department, Autumn Consultation 
of Huropean Youth Secretaries 


October 25-27 UBS, Consultation on Scripture Distribution Stuttgart, 
Gernany 


October 29-31 UBS, Consultation on Scripture Production Stuttgart 


October 29-31 UBS, Sub-Committee on Translation Stuttgart 
October 31 - UBS, Consultation on Bible Typography in Stuttgart 
November 2 Relation to Bible Production 
November 2 UBS, Committee on the Effective Use of Stuttgart 
the Bible 
‘November 5-8 UBS, Standing Committee meeting Arnoldshain, 
: Germany 
November 6-9 UBS, Conference on Bible Illustration, Arnoldshain, 
organized together with the Evangelical Germany 
Academy, Arnoldshain 
November 8-16 YMCA, Consultation on "Open Boor" Work Mainau, 
in YMCAs Germany 
November 11-17 World YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer 
December, LWF, Executive Committee Oslo or Geveva 
lst week 
December 8 WoC, Faith and Order, Theological Boston 
tommission on Institutionalism (if ‘necessary) 
December 11 _ Priends of the WCC, Executive Committee New York 
December 27 - All African Christian Youth and Student Kenya 
January 4, 1963 Assembly 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: 


WCcc - World Council of Churches 

DICARWS - Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
COIA - Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 

LWF  - Lutheran World Federation 

WPA - World Presbyterian Alliance 

WSCF -~ World Student Christian Federation 

YMCA - (World Alliance of the) Young Men's Christian Associations 
YWCA - (World) Young Women's Christian Association 


WCCESSA-- World Council of Christian Education & Sunday School Association 
UBS: - United Bible Societies 
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Greek and Armenian Orthodox Worship Together 


(Istanbul ) - A step towards closer unity of Orthodox churches was taken here 
when the Divine Liturgy, according to the Greek Orthodox rite, was cele- 
brated in an Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) church. 


An overflow crowd filled the Church of the Assumption for the service, 
held in connection with observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, supreme leader of 
Eastern Orthodoxy, presided and was welcomed by His Holiness Shnorhk 
Kalustyan of the Armenian Church. 


In a sermon, simultaneously translated into Greek, Patriarch Kalustyan 
regretted the historic division of the two churches, which dates back to _ 
the 5th century when the Armenian Church repudiated the Council of Chalcedon, 
and urged closer associations in the future. 


"Some not very important doctrinal controversies and historical factors 
altered those happy relations", the Patriarch said. "All attempts on both 
sides for the reconciliation of the two churches unfortunately failed. But 
where human efforts have failed, Divine Providence has prevailed. Thanks 
be to God, that nowadays, almost everywhere harmonious relations exist 
between our two churches." 


— 
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He added that the service was an effort of the two patriarches to 
revive the friendly relations, for, "we have determined to show in practice 


that brotherly love and a spirit of tolerance should prevail in all true 
churches of God." 


The exchange will be completed in a similar service in a Greek church 
on Sunday, February 18, when the Armenian clergy will celebrate the Lord's 
Supper according to the practice of that church. 


The services renew a much earlier custom in practice for several years, 
in which the patriarches of the two churches were present together on the 
day after Easter in a service in one or the other of the two churches. 
However, the practice was dropped around the turn of this century and the 
two churches drifted apart. EPS, Geneva 


Cooke Says Integration Will Reinforce Churehes' Total Mission 


(Atlantic City, N.J.) - Integration of the IMC with the WCC underlines the 
fact that inter-church aid constitutes a significant factor in the total 
mission of the Church, Dr. Leslie Cooke, associate general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, told the annual meeting of Church World Service's 
Board of Managers here. 


Dr. Cooke, who is director of the WCC!'s Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service (ICARWS), said that the Division has become a 
reinforcement of the churches in their total mission in the world. 


"The integration of the two world bodies will make for greater co-opera- 
tion of the Divisions of ICARWS and World Mission and Evangelism (WME) in 
their common purpose to express the ecumenical solidarity of the churches 
through mutual aid to strengthen them in their life and mission", Dr. Cooke 
said. 


"Within this common purpose the Division of ICARWS is especially 
concerned to help the churches to serve the world around them, while the 
Division of WME is especially concerned to further the proclamation to the 
whole world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the end that all men may 
believe in Him and be served." 


Dr. Cooke said that co-operation between ICARWS and WME will be 
furthered bys 


1. Joint meetings of divisional committees from time to time. 
Each Division will nominate two persons to the other 
Division for co-option to its committee. Officers and 
staff will exchange information, and consult and 
collaborate on common concerns; 


2. Certain topics will be studied jointly by the two Divisions, 
and there will be joint action in certain projects. 


"The primary responsibility for ICARWS rests on churches and their 
national agencies", Dr. Cooke went on. "It is the Division's task to focus 
their activities in these fields, to promote ecumenical work, and to avoid 
overlapping. 


No. 6 - 16th February, 1962 . 3 


"Any church can act unilaterally. It can reject or accept any project 
suggested by the Division. The Division's task is to persuade churches and 
their national agencies to act ecumenically in concert and collaboration 
with other churches and agencies. 


"But no church or agency ought to expect the Division to put the seal 
of 'tecumenical! on an enterprise conceived and carried through without 
clearance with churches in the area of need." 


In his address Dr. Cooke stressed that the Division's concern must 
always be with relationships, especially with the relationships between 
churches offering to help and churshes wishing to receive. There was need 
for mutual aid to build these relationships. BPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Churches Urge Reconciliation in West Irian Dispute 


(Djakarta) - The Executive Committee of the Indonesia Christian Council has 
called upon both Indonesian and Dutch churches to "fulfil our ministry of 
reconciliation" in the dispute over West Irian (Western New Guinea). 


Terming the situation "now far more explosive" than previously, the 
Council also urged both the Indonesian and Dutch governments "to set aside 
injured national pride and take up again talks seeking 4 peaceful solution." 


At the same time, the Committee declared that the Indonesian Republic 
has "legitimate" claims to West Irian, and that "it is clear that on the 
basis of the ecclesiastical, geographic, historic, and cultural situations 
the best way is that the area and the people of West Irian become part of 
the Indonesian Republic." 


The statement pointed to "possible signs of agreement. Both parties 
have already shown their readiness to negotiate, and there is already one 
agreement: namely, both parties see that the future development of West 
Irian must be wholly separate from the Netherlands," it said. 


Tt stressed that the Indonesian Republic would, "tof course, take up 
its responsibility for giving safeguards for and helping in the development 
of Irian according to the special needs and character of this area." 


The full text of the statement has been quoted in Sinar Harapan, @ 
daily newspaper published here, and in the publications of several churches 
in the Netherlands. BPS, Geneva 


Men To Alternate for Norway's Women Pastors 


(Oslo) -~ Norwegian Lutheran parishes having women ministers are tobe 
offered alternative pastoral services by men so that parishoners who object 
to receiving the church's sacraments from a woman are not left without care. 


This has been decided in Oslo by the bishops of the Church of Norway, 
following reports that unrest was developing in the two North Haélogaland 
congregations being served by the church's first clergywoman, Mrs. Ingrid 
Bjerkaés. 

The bishops proposed that with the consent of the woman curate involved, 
regular visits be made to such parishes for preaching services and adminis- 
tration of the sacraments by ministers employed by church organizations, 
diocesan chaplains or neighbouring pastors. EPS, Geneva 
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Spanish Officials Seize Gospels 


(La Junquera) - Spanish custom officials at the frontier post of La Junquera 
have confiscated a consignment of copies of St. John's Gospel as contraband 
material. 


The Gospels were in a British registered car driven by Mr. Rh. Hh. Love, 
an American citizen, who is a representative of the publishing house of 
Ediciones Evangélicas Europeas, Winterthur, Switzerland. With him was 
Senor Reuben Gil, a Spanish citizen who conducts a Bible study correspondence 
course called Luz de Vida (Light of Life). The Gospels were destined to be 
distributed to the 15,000 members of the study course. 


Mr. Love and Senor Gil have been informed that they will be prosecuted 
for attempting to import prohibited literature. 


Earlier, the author and the printer of two evangelical books were ar- 
rested and sentenoed to one month and one day's imprisonment for publication 
of publicacion clandestina; that is writing and publishing literature with- 
out the imprimatur of the Roman Catholic Church. Some 10,000 books were 
seized, including copies of Hymns for Shildren. 


Spanish Protestants are reported to be planning an appeal .to the 
United Nations! Human Rights Commission, protesting the seizures and arrests. 
EPS, Geneva 


Ceylon Churches Plan Sinhalese Seminary 


(Kandy ) - Plans are under way in Ceylon for the country's first theological 
college: offering instruction in Sinhalese, the language Obutne: majority of 
the island's 10,000,000 population. 


The new institution, which also will be Ceylon's first inter-denomina- 
tional theological college, is expected to open in July. Co-operating 
churches are the Methodist, Anglican and Baptist. 


Eventually it is also hoped to provide instruction in Tamil, the 
language of the nation's largest minority group - an estimated 2,000,000 
persons. 


The Rev. G. B. Jackson, secretary of the Board of Governors hore bie 
prospective college, noted that although most ministerial students event- 
ually serve in either Sinhalese or Tamil-speaking churches, under the 
present system they can receive training only in institutions which use 
English as the medium of instruction. 


The result, he said, is that many otherwise qualified students have 
been barred from receiving training because they did not speak English. 
At the same time students who do attend these Inglish-speaking institutions 
are largely cut off from the main stream of church life in their own 
communities during their seminary training. 


The school will offer a three-year course and total undergraduate 
enrollment is expected to be 12 students. There will also be a one-year 
graduate course in Buddhism and Sinhalese for Sinhalese-speaking students 
who have completed undergraduate work in English-language seminaries. 


The new college will be established in already exisiting buildings on 
a large estate at Peredynia, near here. A request for a capital grant for 
a library and to enlarge some of the present buildings has been made to the 
Theological Education Fund of the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches. BPS, Geneva 
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Missouri Synod Plans Fiature Work in Asia 


(Kowloon, Hong Kong) - Delegates to the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod's 
First All-Asia Conference have approved a series of resolutions calling for 
expansion of the church's educational and missionary work in Asia. 


. snelude plans for: 


. Hstablishing.a_seminary for missionary workers, probably 
at Baguio in the Philippines; 


Building more schools in Hong Kong; 


Creating scholarships for students from Hong Kong and other 
areas to study in the United States in the fields of medicine, 
education, welfare, and sociology; 


Making a world-wide survey of areas where missionary work 
could be intensified; 


Increasing radio broadcasts from the Synod's 70 stations in 
Japan which beam programmes at the Chinese Mainland. 


The Missouri Synod currently operates schools for more than 2,000 
children in Hong Kong. 


Conference delegates came from the United States, and from Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, India, Japan, Korea, New Guinea, and the Philippines. The church has 
149 US and 166 national missionaries, and some 55,000 communicants in Asia. 

EPS, Geneva 


Communion Service Marks Concordat 


(Manila, Pelee - "God has brought us together and has work for us to do 
together in this country", the Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the USA told members of the Philippine Independent Church in an 
historic communion service here on Saturday morning, February 10. 


The Rt. Rev. Arthur Lichtenberger preached the sermon for a communion 
service in a Philippine Independent Church parish, oelebrating the recent 
concordat of full communion between that chureh and the Episcopal Church. 
Celebrant was the Most Rev. Isabelo de los Reyes, Jr., Supreme Bishop of 
the Independent Church. 


A similar concordat communion service took place here the next day in 
the new Episcopal Cathedral of St. Mary and St. John, with Bishop Lichten- 
berger as the celebrant and Bishop de los Reyes the preacher. The concordat 
became fact in September 1961, when the Episcopal General Convention 
accepted the invitation of the Independent Church to enter into full 
communion. EPS, Geneva 


New Youth Club in Edinburgh 


(Edinburgh) - A new kind of club or youth centre, described as a "Teenagers! 
Rendezvous", has been established in the West End of Hdinburgh by five 
churches in the area - four Church of Scotland congregations and one 
Episcopal church. The club is called The Cephas (Rock). 


i 
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Young people from the five congregations helped clean and decorate the 
premises, formerly a furniture store in the basement of St. George's West 
Church. The church made the premises available and assumed responsibility 
for the cost of structural alterations which were met by an anonymous donor. 
Equal contributions from the five congregations helped pay other expenses. 


The premises provide a dancing area, three alcoves for games such as 
billiards and table tennis, and a restaurant for snacks and light beverages. 
The new club is open three nights a week, and there have been overflow 
crowds since it was opened in early January. 


An announcement said the emphasis is on providing an attractive '"non- 
churchy" place for youth and that we have "no ulterior motives of forcing 
church membership" upon them. EPS, Geneva 


German Funds Aid Work in Israel 


(Berlin) ~ Excavation work of a fourth century church discovered recently 
in Israel, is being partially financed by contributions from the Evangelical 
Church in Germany. 


Funds totalling DM 60,000 ($15,113) were obtained through the efforts 
of Provost Gruber of Berlin who, with his wife, recently visited the site 
which is located at a settlement of "Shavej Zion" between Achsiv and Akko, 
an area which is:‘inhabited mainly by Jewish immigrants from Wirtemberg. 


About 500 square metres of mosaic pavements containing some 14,000 
stones have been excavated in the ancient church. EPS, Geneva 


Evangelists Sentenced by Soviet Court 


(Bethel) ~ A Soviet court in Dedovsk, north-west of Moscow, has found five 
Russian evangelists guilty of "parasitism" and sentenced them to work camps. 


The five were convicted of being members of "an illegal sect", and of 
holding meetings at which they played sermons on tape recorders. These 
sermons, according to Sovietskaya Kultura, a publication of the Ministry 
for Religions and Education, encouraged an attitude of "pessimism, despon- 
dency, and indifference to all earthly things." EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Church of Sweden will shortly provide a ministry to Asian and 
African students studying in Sweden by pastors from their own areas. Dr. 
Gunnar Hultgren, Archbishop of Uppsala, said a young Indian minister will 
be located in Stockholm and a Tanganyikan minister in nearby Osteraker. 


* * * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic Bible societies in the Netherlands will 
sponsor their third joint campaign for the sale of Bibles February 19 to 
March 9, in Rotterdam. About 500 colporteurs in teams of two persons - 4 
Protestant and a Roman Catholic - will make house to house visits through 
the city. Portable booths belonging to the Dutch Bible Society (Protestant) 
will be set up at various points to sell both Protestant and Roman Catholic 
versions of the Scriptures. 


* * * 
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The first graduation ceremony of the South Hast Asia Christian Rural 
Leaders Training Course has been held at Tsurukawa, Japan. Sponsored by 
the Tsurukawa Rural Institute of the United Church of Christ in Japan, the 
course was organized at the request of the Hast Asian Christian Conference's 
Inaugural Assembly. Students were south-east Asian rural ministers, theo- 
logical students and laymen. | 


* * * 


Plans to build an interdenominational theological seminary have been 
announced by the Detroit Council of Churches (USA). An announcement said 
it "would be the first ecumenical seminary founded in America, although 
others founded by denominations later became ecumenical TSI Onss Nae 
seminary is expected to provide a Bachelor of Divinity programme and other 
related courses. 


* * * 


Prime Minister Nehru has rebuked the Roman Catholic Church for its 
instructions to the faithful about how to vote in the forthcoming elections 
in India. In a campaign speech in Kerala the Prime Minister took issue with 
a pastoral letter instructing Roman Catholics not to vote for the Communist 
party. The Prime Minister said he shared the sentiment, but "I would not 
like Christians to interfere in politics as Christians. . . I.do not like 
them being told by their bishops to do this or that - they should be able 
to decide for themselves." sf) . 


x % * 
The United Bible Societies, London, report that more than 906,500 


volumes of Scriptures were distributed in Cuba, in 1961. -The figure is 
some 300,000 over the previous year. 


* * * 


The National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., largest Negro church body 
in the United States, has adopted a resolution lauding Pope John XXIII for 
his efforts on behalf of Christian unity and citing the forthcoming Second 
Vatican Ecumenical Council as "a programme of great spiritual value." The 
3,000 delegates to the church's annual board of directors! meeting took 
the action following 2 report by the Convention's president, Dr. Joseph H. 
Jackson, on his visit to Pope John in December, 1961. 


CORRECTION: Three errors appeared in the Feumenical Calendar 1962, appended 
40, BPS No. 5, February 9. The correct dates of the Assembly of the World 
Council. of Christian Education and Sunday School Association in Belfast, 
Ireland, are July 25-27, as listed at the top.of page 4. An earlier refer- 
ence, bottom of page 3, should be deleted. 


The event against August 19-24, page 4, should read "llth International 
Conference of Social Work, Rio de Janeiro." ‘The YMCA has consultative 
relationships to the conference, but does not sponsor it. 


On page 1, the LWF Officer's meeting, shown as March 431 to April 1, 
is now amended to March 26 to 27. 
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Funds and pledges totalling $1,700,000 have been contributed by congre- 
gations of the Dutch Reformed Chorch of the Cape Province, South Africa, for 
a Christian Literary Fund to help combat the growing flood of Islamic propa- 
ganda in the area. A large part of the money will be used to produce 
literature in the Bantu languages, 


Re ene x 


Yale University, New Haven, Conn., USA, has launched a programme of 
annual.lectures in the field of..Roman Catholicism, The first lecturer is 
the noted Roman Catholic author’and-lecturer, Father John Courtney Murray, 
S.J., of Woodstock College, Md., who is presenting a series of three 
Tee a hel this month. 


x “% x 


An Anglican clergyman will stand os a candidate of the Communist party 
in an election to the Sheffield City Council (England). The Rev. Alan : 
Ecclestone, 57, vicar’ of Holy Trinity Church, Darnell, told reporters he 
had accepted the invitation to stand, and that he had been a member of the 
Communist party since 1948, and a clergyman for 30 years. 


* * * 


A large number of the French-speaking Roman Catholics in Valleyfield, 
Quebec, Canada, are helping to raise and contributing money to help rebuild 
historic St. Mark's Anglican Church, destroyed by fire two weeks before 
Christmas. Msgr. J. D. Cadieus, eoeian priest at Valleyfield Cathedral, 
urged his congregation to aid in the fund-raising, for "there is no better 
way of illustrating Christian unity than by ee another sNnatioa seg oe church 
ef avdadiperent fart e, 


* * * 


The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints - the Mormons - is 
planning to establish a university in Britian, although no place has been 
chosen yet. Mormon leaders announced that they are looking for suitable 
accommodation for 4,000 students. There are about 20,000 Mormons in Great 
Britain. Ane 


% * ek 


Protestant churches in the United States unaoed 346, 586,118 pounds of 
food, clothing, medicines and other relief supplies for free distribution 
49 the destitute in 52 countries in 1961. The figure is an increase of fifteer 
and two-thirds per cent over the previous year. 


* x “ | 

An editorial in the Czeck Communist newspaper ovo Svoboda ‘ppotedts 
against "increasing activities of illegal sects" in industrial sections of 
the nation's big cities. Most of these sects, the paper charged, originate 
in the United States and receive their support from the US. Among illegal 
activities it listed the import of "large quantities of religious Litera- 
ture attacking the government." EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL: EPS. REPORT ~ 
hast African Venture 


(Moshi; Tanganyika) - An historic and unusual conference took place recently 
in the little: town of Moshi in Tanganyika. ‘Under the eternal.snows of 
mighty Kilimanjaro, where only a few weeks ago Tanganyika's new flag was 
hoisted as a symbol of her independerce, representatives of the Christian 
Council of Tanganyika met with their opposite numbers from Kenya to dis- 
cuss the setting up of an association to publish Christian newspapers in 
Hast Africa. . 


The idea goes back to experiments in the publishing of periodicals 
already carried out. In the fortnightly New Day, the Anglican Church in 
Tanganyika has a vigorous organ of news and comment, while the monthly Rock, 
at present under.an editorial policy board of the Christian Council of 
Kenya, has done much to stimulate Christian thinking on Kenya's social, 
political, and economic problems. ae 


Decision To Go Ahead 


The. scheme is to run two fortnightly papers of a review type, well 
iilustrated and in popular style, in both English and Swahili. English is 
the reading language of the majority of educated people, but Swahili is the 
real lingua franca for these territories. However, the proposal before the 
conference made it clear that it. was not worth tackling at all, unless the 
papers could be properly produced and distributed. This involves a very 
considerable sum of money - in the region .of £120,000 ($336,000) over four 
years. . 


‘Faced with these figures, and with the knowledge that the great bulk 
of the money. would have to come from overseas, the delegates agreed unani- 
mously that the East African Venture (the name given to the scheme) is a 
vitally important part of the Christian effort in these lands in the years 
that lie ahead. They pledged themselves to go all out to raise the money, 
and to establish and back the association. An interim committee was formed 
and its chairman was Mr. C. G. Richards, 0.B.H., director of the Hast Africa 
“Literature Bureau, and a man of great experience in publishing in this part 
of the world. The vice-chairmen are Bishop Stefano Moshi of the Lutheran 
Church of Northern Tanganyika, and Bishop A. Stanway of the Diocese OF 
Central Tanganyika (Anglican). 


Meeting far into the night, the conference working-party thrashed out 
figures and decided how the venture could be run. It was agreed to pub- 
lish both papers in Nairobi, but that an office should be set up in Dar-es- 
Salaam, capital of independent Tanganyika. Staff required include editor, 
production manager, promotion and circulation manager, assistant editor, 
and a number of other assistants at various levels. Although it is likely 
that three ex-patriates will be required to get the papers going, the whole 
scheme is conceived with the idea of training Africans at all stages of 
newspaper production from writing the stories to taking the pictures. A 
small photographic unit is a key part of the scheme. 
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The Moshi Conference and its important consequences highlight : _the new 
importance of literature in the sal its scene. Floods of literature of ‘all 
kinds are hitting the news- stalls of African towns, purveying ideas often 
of a deba asing and destructive eve ge Thinking Christian people are concerned 
that the Church should enter the field of : literature ,. especially”in ‘the 
field of periodicals, in. a far more effective way than before.- Some months 


ago, 90 Christian workers from 20 African countries meeting in Northern ' 
Raodesia declared: 


"We place a very nibh riority: on Christian periodicals. 
Periodicals invite attention and encourage GEN AY they provide 
a regular response to the need for literatur Through them, the 
faith of the Church can be expressed-in iuea tens contact with - 
current problems, and a forum is provided for the discussion of. 
Christian viewpoins ‘8.7... The conference appeals to churches. 
throughout Africa So ee as their.target a-Christian periodical 
in every Christian home." a “ 


The Moshi Conference met in hoves of fulfilliag, ‘at Least im part; that 
great ideal, and in'‘using Christian UES Des as a means of effective 
evangelism to reach out to thé large numbers of ‘those, especially among 
Kamae biti Africans, who rarely ete oe the doors of a church. 


ct of Faith 


et er eo ee ee 


East African Venture is an act of faith - the faith of those who 
hepa that literature in Africa is critically important at this time. 
such a publishing effort will strengthen the dissemination of Christian 
news and comment throughout East Africa, and will give a new image to mill- 
ions of a church which cares for people, and for their social and economic 
deyelopment.- The great question is whether enough people in the wealthier 
countries will share this vision and contribute sufficient funds to make it 
possible. 


Funds have already been receired from organizations, including the 
‘Committee on World Litexacy and Christian Literature, the United Society 
for Christian Literature, and British Intex-Church Aid, but a leader of the 
_ scheme pointed out that to make the plan a reality far more help is needed. 
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President Kennedy Gets WCC Peace Appeal 


(Washington, D.C.) = The appeal for "world peace with justice and freedom", 
adopted by the recent Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, has 

beew presented to President John Kennedy by a delegation of US churchmen at 
an interview at the White House. 


Secretary of State Dean Rusk also met with the churchmen during the 
thirty-minute conference held in the Cabinet Room of the executive mansion. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the WCC's Central Committee, head- 
ed the delegation, and presented a copy of the appeal to the president. 


Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, chairman of the WCC's Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, explained to the president the background 
and reasons for the Assembly's adoption of the appeal. Informal discussion 
followed. One delegate commented later that the president had quite 
cbviously studied the contents of the message before the meeting. 


The appeal says in part: "To turn baek from the road towards war into 
the paths of peace, all must renounce the threat ofarorces This’calve for 
an end to the war of nerves, to pressures on small countries, to the rattl- 
ing of bombs. It is not possible to follow at the same time policies of 
menace and of mutual disarmament." 


as 


No. 7 - 23th February, 1962 -- 2 


Other members of the delegation were Archbishop Iakovos, head of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, and one of the six 
presidents of the WCC; Methodist Bishop John Wesley Lord, of Washington; 
Episcopal Bishop G. Brooke Mosley, of Wilmington, Del.; Bishop B. Julian 
Smith, of the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church; »Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, 
executive secretary of the US Conference of the WCC; Dr. Kenneth L. Maxwell, 
executive secretary of the Department of International Affairs of the 
National Council of Churches; and Judge James M. Tunnell Jr., of the 
Delaware Supreme Court, a prominent Presbyterian layman. EPS, Geneva 


New Ruling Limits Number of Missionaries in Ceylon 


(Colombe) - The Ceylon government's quiet but persistent campaign to keep 
missionary influence to a minimum in this young nation is bolstered by a 
new ruling recently enacted here. 


Under the ruling a new missionary coming into the country is granted a 
visa only if he replaces a missionary who has left the island within the 
previous twelve months. In practice, this means that nv new missionary is 
granted an entry visa until the person he is replacing has left the country. 


The ruling replaces an earlier one which fixed the number of mission- 
aries permitted to work in the country at any one time at the same figure 
as in 1939. The new ruling, by setting the total at the 1961 level - a 
considerably lower figure - cuts the number sharply. 


At present there are 13 Methodist missionaries in Ceylon, 5 Baptist; 
9 Anglican, 4 United Church (USA), 6 Salvation Army, plus a number from the 
Assemblies of God and Jehovah's Witnesses. The Roman Catholic Church has 
the largest number of foreign workers - an estimated 700 persons. The 
total Christian population of Ceylon is about 760,000 of whom about 600,000 
are Roman Catholic. Total population is 10,000,000. EPS, Geneva 


Evangelicals On Increase in Spain Despite Church Closings 


(Madrid) - In spite of increasing pressures against them the number of 
Evangelicals in Spain continues to increase, and at present they have 242 
places of worship. The figures are given in a revort in the British Weekly, 
a non-denominational newspaper. 


The newspaper said that "although converts are invariably from amongst 
the irreligious, the established church (Roman Catholic) regards their work 
as an encrocchment on its right." 


It quotes a pastoral letter by the Bishop of Madrid-Alcala issued at 
the beginning of this year and published in Eeclesia, official organ Ou 
the Spanish Catholic Church. In the letter, the Bishop writes: "In Spite 
of the ecumenical movement and the Week of Prayer,for the reunion of 
Christendom, we must move without any humane considerations against Protes- 
tants when they try to spread their errors and heresies, because true 
ecumenism, after all, means only return to Rome." 


That letter, the British Weekly said, "heralded a new drive to suppress 
the evangelical churches." It reported that at present "27 of the largest 
Protestant churches in Spain have been closed by the police without explana- 
tion or lawful authority (and) there is no appeal against such edicts." 

EPS, Geneva 
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Church Leaders to Reconsider Ceylon Merger Scheme 


(Colombo) - Ceylonese church leaders will meet here March 22-25 in an effort 
to clarify the situation with regard to the proposed Church of Lanka (Ceylon). 
The meeting will be convened by the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


The BACC took the action in calling the meeting when it appeared that 
two of the churches involved - the Anglican and the Methodist - have encoun- 
tered difficulties in moving ahead towards the proposed merger. The scheme, 
which has been under diseussion for several years, would unite the Methodist, 
Baptist,and Presbyterian churches, and the Anglican churches from two dio- 
ceses of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon (CIPBC). 


The situation is this: 


The Anglican Church in Ceylon has adopted a resolution binding itself 
not to go forward into union unless the Church of England (Convocations of 
Canterbury and York) give assurance that it will be in full communion with 
the new church. 


The Upper House of the Convocation of York has given this assurance, 
but the Lewer House rejected it. The Convocation of Canterbury in its 
Upper House gave the assurance, but the Lower House adopted a proviso that 
it needed to be assured that the rite of unification conferred episcopal 
ordination on those not so ordained. 


This means that the Church of Ceylon must seek amendments to the merger 
scheme before it can again put the matter before the two convocations. 


A recent vote by quarterly meetings of the Methodist Synod revealed 
that this church was seriously divided on the plans and, like the Anglicans, 
also would have to negotiate further amendments. In view of the division, 
the recent annual Methodist Synod agreed that it would be unwise to debate 
the present plans, and the Synod unanimously approved a resolution, saying - 
that it was "unable to move forward into union on the basis of the present 
scheme.'"' It was noted that the word "unable" was deliberately chosen 
because of the variety of objections to the scheme. Some persons wish 
amendments, some dislike it because the church is divided in its opinion 
about it, and some are hesitant to move forward because of the earlier 
action of the Anglican Church. 


It was noted, however, that neither the Methodist vote nor the Anglican 
action should be interpreted as a rejection of the merger proposal, as a 
straight vote on the issue has not yet been submitted to any of the nego- 
tiating churches. (See also EPS No. 3, 1962 and No. 40 and 38, 1961). 

EPS, Geneva 


Positive Attitude Towards Nationalism Urged 


(Nairobi) - A plea that Christians have the same positive attitude towards 
the nationalist movements in Africa as they had to colonialist ideals is 
contained in a farewell message from the Rev. Paul D. Fueter, a Swiss 
clergyman who is retiring as general secretary of the Christian Council of 
Kenya. 


> 
o 
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Writing in Rock, official Council publication, Mr. Fueter declares: 
"We cannot but recognize that colonialism has been used by God to prepare 
the people of Kenya for a better independence than the one which existed 
before the Huropean immigration. But at the same time we should be happy 
to show that the nationalist revolution at its best has a better biblical 
foundation than the colonial system." 


Noting that the day of missionary societies as created in Hurope and 
America between 1750 and 1920 has gone, Mr. Fueter continued, "The desire 
of Christians all over the world is for the fellowship of the world-wide 
Church. 'We want to share with all Christians, from Asia, Hurope, America, 
and, not least, other parts of Africa, what they and we have received.'! 
The type of exclusive-relationship fostered by many missionary societies, 
which so often parcel out countries between them, and sometimes even pre- 
vent fellowship between people of the same country, has no future in Hast 
Africa. The day must be near when the expatriate missionary will really be 
a member of the local church, paid by it, responsible to it, and posted at 
its discretion." EPS, Geneva 


Greek Orthodox Church Hlects New Primate 


(Athens) - Metropolitan Chrysestomos of Philippi (Kavala) has been elected 
Archbishop of Athens and Primate of All Greece. 


The new primate, who is 82 years old, received 54 ef the 57 votes cast 
by the bishops of the Greek Orthodox Church. He replaces Metropolitan 
Takovos of Attica who was elected primate on January 13, but abdicated 12 
days later following widespread controversy. (See EPS No. 4) 


Regarded as one of the most learned prelates in the Orthodox Church, 
and the oldest bishop in point of service, the new primate presided over the 
Pan-Orthodox Conference held at Rhodes last September as representative of 
the EBoumenical Patriarch. Last December he was awarded the Grand Cross of 
the Order of Phoenix by King Paul on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
nt bis elevation, to tue) office: of bishopsin 1910, 


Bern at Aivali, a suburb of Izmir (Smyrna), Turkey, the Archbishop 
studied at the Orthodox seminary at Halki, Constantinople, and later at 
the University of Lausanne, Switzerland. 


He became successively suffragan Bishop of Tralles, Metropolitan of 
Philadelphia and Metropolitan of Ephesus. During World War I he was twice 
imprisoned by the Turks for alleged pro-Greek, anti-Turkish activities in 
Asia Minor. In 1922, during the Greek-Turkish war, when Izmir was in flames, 
he was rescued by a British warship,and taken to Greece. On reaching Greece 
he acted for a time as representative of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. He 
also took an active part in resettlement work on behalf of more than a 
million Greek refugees from Turkey and Asia Minor. In 1924 he was appointed 
to the See of Philippi which he held until his election as primate. 


Well known for his administrative skill, he often acted on behalf of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate in official visits to churches in other coun- 
tries. In 1948 he was an official delegate to the First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. 


The World Council of Churches has sent a message of congratulations 
to the new primate. EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Bishop Disputes Papal Encyclical 


(Istanbul ) _ Orthodox Christians have been both "shocked and saddened" by 
the views expressed in the recent Papal encyclical "Aeterna Del Sapientia" 
and cannot help but be surprised at the contradiction between its criticisns 
af the Orthodox Church and the Pope's recent assurances of his desire to 
promote better relations between the Roman Catholic and Orthodox churches. 


So writes Bishop Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patriar- 
chate to the headquarters of the World Couneil of Churches, Geneva, in a 
series of articles published here by Apostolos Andreas, official organ of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


The appearance of the encyclical, published late last year, has come 
at "an unfortunate moment", he writes. "It can only revive old prejudices 
and encourage Roman Catholics to despise a sister-church." 


The Bishop appeals to the Pope and others responsible for ecumenical 
relations in the Roman Catholic Church to "recognize how much harm is being 
done by this encyclical, to renounce the use of its polemical style, to show 
readiness to enter into conciliatory dialogue, and to acknowledge the synod- 
jcal authority of the Ecumenical Council as it was recognized by all. parts 
of the undivided Church of the first. centuries." 


The articles also discuss the encyclical's challenge of the claim to 
primacy of the See of Constantinople over the other Bastern Patriarchs, and 
the authenticity of the 28th Canon of the Council of Chalcedon (AD A51) peg 
which this-claim was formally expressed. 


The Bishop reasserts the Orthodox view that the 28th Canon of Chalcedon, 
"far from being a dubious innovation, was only a reaffirmation. of the recos= 
nition of the Council of Nicaea that Constantinople as the 'New Rome! had 
similiar dignities as those of 'Old Rome!". 


He regrets the revival of the Roman élaim that the decisions’ of secu- 
menical councils depend upon the approbation of the Pope, noting that it 
was "the main argument used to undermine the authority of the 28th Canon, 
which was adopted by the Council in the absence of the Roman legates but 
repudiated afterwards by Pope leo the Great. 


"The overwhelming weight of history and tradition is in favour of the 
view that the synodical authority of the Councils was recognized as supreme 
and that their decisions were not subject to the approval of the Pope", 
he writes. 


"When the Council of Chalcedon finally reached agreement on the doc- —. 
trinal formula, the delegates shouted !Long live Leo! and ‘Long live Cyril'- 
(Patriarch of Alexandria). 


"This acclaim", the bishop states, "shows that the Council as a whole 
had the authority and that it was not subject to the bishop of any one 
particular See." Numerous Catholic theologians have also written in support 
of this view, he notes. . EPS, Geneva 


South India Church to Continue Talks with Lutherans 


(Palayamkottai, India) - The Church of South India has voted at its biennial 
Synod here to continue conversations with Lutheran bodies in this country 
looking toward eventual union. 
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In another action the Synod called upon its members to be politically 
conscious and accept their responsibilities as Indian citizens. It urged 


members to work for the elimination of class divisions in the church and 
society. 


The CSI was formed in 1947 by a merger of Anglican, Methodist, Presby- 
terian, Reformed and Congregational churches, and has about 1,000,000 members. 


EPS, Geneva 


Editor Fined For "Offence" Against Malagasy Government 


(Tananarive ) - Paul Rakotovololona, chief editor of Fanasina Cael) 5 a lead- 
ing Protestant weekly, has been fined Malagasy frances 1,500 ($61.50) on 
charges of "outrage" and "offence" against the Malagasy government. (See 
EPS No. 5) 


Earlier, the same fine had been levied against Roger Andrianaly s: 3l,2 2 
medical student, on the same charge. Both Mr. Andrianalay and Mr. Rakotovo- 
lolona appealed the sentences "on grounds of principle". 


The charges arose from the publication in early January in Fanasina of 
a resolution adopted by the Association of Malagasy Students in France, 
critizing the government as "repressive" and Teornup o's 


The trials against the editor and student were interpreted by many 
persons as an "indirect attack on the Protestant churches" in Madagascar. 


So strong was the feeling during the second trial that the Minister 
of Justice, who is a Protestant, made a speech refuting the allegations. 


Despite the fact that the court levied the same fine - the minimum 
possible - in both cases, the prosecution's presentation was considerably 
softened in the second trial. In the earlier trial of.the student the 
prosecutor had pressed for a much more severe verdict. EPS, Geneva 


Pioneer Evangelism Pastors Meet in Japan 


(Yugawara) - The need for Japanese "pioneer" pastors to pioneer in methods, 
as well as in locations, was stressed, as thirty-five ministers from pioneer 
evangelism sites met here recently for a two-day conference. 


The conference was sponsored by the Evangelism Committee of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan, which has a total of sixty-six pioneer evangelism 
projects ressiving special financial support under a six-year decreasing 
subsidy plan. 


Coming together from scattered isolated rural areas, the men agreed on 
the importance of personal relationships in reaching out to new communities. 
They applauded the observations of Rural Evangelism Chairman Rev. Hiroshi 
Matsumoto that "the best minister is not necessarily the scholarly type." 


One of the mo*t pressing problems the men face is that of being able 
to move quickly in the purchase of land for church or parsonage when a 
favourable location suddenly becomes available. 


In 1962 the Evangelism Committee of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan will sponsor new work an three additional locations. Increasing atten- 


tion is being given to housing unit developments, in addition to rural work. 
BPS, Geneva 
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Vatican Council Expected to Set Up Congregation for Unity 


(Rome) - A new congregation for the apostolate of the laity is expected to 
be established in the Curia of the Roman Catholic Church by the Second 
Vatican Ecumenical Council, according to KIPA, unofficial international 
Roman Catholic news agency in Fribourg, Switzerland. 


The agency said it had also learned on reliable authority that the 
Council will set up as permanent institutions the Secretariat for Christian 
Unity and the Secretariat for Press Relations organized to prepare for the 
Council. The agency predicted that the Council, scheduled to open October ll, 
will complete its work before the end of the year. BPS, Geneva 


Reconciliation Urged in French-Algerian Crisis 


(Algiers) - The president of the Regional Council of the Reformed Church in 
Algeria has told congregations here that identification of the cause of 
"French Algeria" or Algerian independence as "Christian" is contrary to 
Christ's teachings and scripturally unjustifiable. 


In a letter read from pulpits of Reformed churches here, Pastor Max 
Hiegin Chevallier states that nasChristian, regardless’ of his role inthe 
struggle, can claim "divine authority" for his motives or actions. 


"The teaching of the Bible is free from all partisan confusion and 
ideological amalgam. . . There is no Biblical justification either for the 
defence of Western civilization or for the right of peoples to self-deter- 
mination", it declares. 


The letter calls upon the congregations "to manifest His salvation to 
others, namely. . .the love which is stronger than hate, the confidence 
which is stronger than despair." Christians must be ready, "if necessary, 
to lay down their own lives in order to stem the tide of contempt for man, 
pee veactal Netred. end -oL) biand violence. ,..!' He urged prayers for wily an 
authority, both those who exercise it de jure and those who exercise it 
de facto. 


In Algeria, during the recent Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, fit- 
teen Roman Catholic pastors and five Reformed pastors met to discuss their 
ministry in the present situation. 


Last week in Paris the Federation of Protestant Churches published a 
message urging French churches "to recognize in the (French-Algerian war ) 
the judgement of God, calling our churches to repent and preach the Gospel 
afresh. 


"Manifest Christian solidarity with everyone who is the victim of 
disorder and suffering. . . Be indefatigable in practi ting the reconciliation 
of all men", the statement exhorted. It suggested that Protestants should 
give up one meal a week until Holy Week, as a means of supporting their 
intercession for peace. HPS, Geneva 


Berlin Wall Requires Separate Synod Meetings 


(Berlin) - The Communist action shutting off East Berlin from West Berlin 
will force the Provincial Synod of Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg 
to meet for the first time in its history in two separate regional synods. 
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The separate meetings are provided for under an emergency measure 
adopted some months ago when it seemed likely that it would be impossible 
for members from both the Hast and West to meet together. The measure 
authorizes each synod to assume the rights of the whole synod. 


The two meetings will be held March 12-15. The East Berlin meeting 
will be presided over by synod president Dr. Fritz Figur, and the West 
Berlin meeting by synod vice-president Dr. Hans Altmann. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant, Roman Catholic Latin American Students Meet 


(Louvain, Belgium) - Twenty-five Roman Catholic and Protestant students from 
Latin America studying in Europe met here recently to discuss mutual problems 
of Christian responsibility in the South American hemisphere. The gathering, 
which was unofficial, was organized as the result of a meeting held last 

year between representatives of Pax Romana, the Roman Catholic student 
organization, and the World Student Christian Federation. 


At the conclusion of the meeting the students issued a statement 
declaring that "despite all the differences that still separate us, there 
exist basic points of agreement which enable both a common vision and an 
exchange at a profound level." It urged the WSCF and Pax Romana to take 


steps to promote further contacts between Latin American Roman Catholic and 
Protestant students. 


Discussion centred on rapid social change taking place in South America 
in the economic, social, political and cultural-academic fields. 


"We tried to think out precisely the means of an active and intelligent 
Christian presence within the pursuit of the common good of society, aware 
that all such action must be based on a revitalization of the Gospel message 
and a deepening of spiritual life", the statement said. EPS, Geneva 


Quakers, Russian Youth Organization Plan Projects 


(Philadelphia) - The first of a series of summer work and study projects, 
sponsored by the American Friends! Service Committee, the Friends! Service 
Council of London, and the Soviet Union's Committee of Youth Organizations, 
will be held in England this summer. 


In following years, similar projects will be held in Russia and in the 
United States, officials of the Quaker organization announced here. 


The new programme follows two experimental international seminars, 
held during the summer of 1960 in Russia, and in 1961 in the US, which were 
attended by delegates from both countries. 


For the new projects ten participants will be appointed by each of 
the three organizations. The young men and women must be over 20, and a 
knowledge of Russian and previous experience in such projects are desirable. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The new Protestant Faculty/of Theology at Yaoundé, Federal Republic of 
Camercua, has been dedicated here by President Ahidjo. The Faculty will 
train pastors for French-speaking Protestant churches throughout Africa. 
Classes will start in October. The Faculty of Theology of the University 
of Geneva will supervise the curriculum. Construction of the Faculty's 
buildings was made possible by many gifts, including a grant from the WCCc's 


Theological Education Fund. 
* * x 


‘No. 7 - 23rd February, 1962 ED tn 2: 


Forty-one congregations of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) 
which previously had declined membership in the United Church of Christ in 
the Philippines have voted to join. Referred to as the Tagalog churches 
because of their language, these congregations with 2,904 mémbers did not 
enter the United Church of Christ when it was formed as a merger of churches 
related historically to Presbyterians in the USA, Congregational Christians 
Christian Churches and Evangelical United Brethren. Addition of the Tanga- 
log Disciples brings membership of the United Ghurch to 115,897, according 
to latest tabulations. 


* * * 


A new Roman Catholic church has been built in Wilna, USSR, with funds 
contributed by local residents. The daily newspaper Isvestia has criticized 
the Wilna authorities for granting permission for construction of the church. 


Wee eee oe Oy ae oa ; * % 


The Rev. Michael Kyriakakis, pastor of the First Evangelical Church, 
Athens, has been elected moderator for the next triennium of the Evangelical 
Church in Greece. He succeeds the Rev. Stalios Kaloterakis, Salonica. 

Mr. Kyriakakis had earlier served as moderator for the triennium, 1955-58. 


* * * 


A Protestant school building in Swords, County Dublin, Ireland, has 

. been given free by Protestant authorities to the local Roman Catholic clergy 
because the Catholic parochial school to the district was overcrowded. The 
Protestant school had only six pupils. 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America will extend its work in South 
America to Chile this year. An announcement said the move is "a major 
advance in a new area so far as the United Lutheran Church is concerned." 
The new venture will be directed exclusively to the Spanish-speaking 
Chileans not affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Chile. It 
was a request from this Lutheran body which culminated in the ULCA's deci- 
sion to begin mission operations in Chile. 


* * * 


Pastor Martin Nieméller has been re-elected president of the German 
Peace Society at a meeting in Bad Godesberg. The society is a pacifist 
organization which campaigns against atomic armaments and advocates nego- 
tiations between the West German Federal Republic and the USSR. 


* * *. 


Plans are under way for the first Ecumenical Youth Conference in Mada- 
gascar. Scheduled July 31-August 5, in Tananarive, it will bring together 
more than one thousand young people of the Lutheran, Anglican and Reformed 
churches from all parts of the Island. | 


* TNS * 


The State Council of the Canton of Tessin, Switzerland, which is predom- 
inantly Roman Catholic, has decided to introduce Protestant religious 
instruction for secondary school pupils of the Protestant faith. Until 
now only Roman Catholic religious instruction has been given. rhe action 
was taken as the request of the Evangelical Church in Tessin. he 
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Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, of New York, is planning ‘his first official 
visit to four Scandinavian countries as president of the Lutheran World 
Federation. In 16 days, beginning on March 10, he will make stops in 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, and Finland. Dr. Fry is chsarnan of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


Ceylonese youth are providing a large part of the support of one of 
Ceylon's three overseas missionaries. Through the Youth Department of the 
Methodist Church they are helping to pay the expenses of a medical mission- 
ary working in Nigeria. 


x *% x 


ie More than fifty per cent of the babies born in the USSR are baptized, 

according to the Soviet literary review Literaturnaja Gaseta. The figure 
is confirmed by an article in Komsomolskaja Prawda, a youth publication, 
which says the number of baptisms is on the #nerease. 


BERS Sei 


A series of "Question the Preacher" services, in which members of the 
congregation will be able to put questions to the preacher at the end of 
the sermon, is being held on Sunday evenings this honth~> in the Anglican 
Cathedral ‘of Southwark, England. ~The services are. designed to meet the 
frequent complaint that members of the congregation are never allowed ‘to 
answer the preacher back. : Rh a3 


*  & * 


A new organization known as the Taipei Christian Medical Association 
is in operation among the poor of the Wan Hwa District in Taiwan's capital. 
The Association has enrolled some 50 Christian doctors and 80 nurses who 
visit needy areas’ twice weekly withi:a mobile clinic to provide free medical 
service. The city government has'made an ambulance available. The organi- — 
zation is sponsored by Taiwan Christian Service, a co-operative organization 
of Protestant relief work on the island. 


* * * 


The application of the Moslem community in Denmark for registration as 
"a recognized religious community" has been turned down by the Ministry of 
Church Affairs. Official recognition would make religious ceremonies of 
the community legally valid and permit members to deduct contributions to. 
the community from their income tax returns. The ministry said that the: | 
42-member community did not-have the following or stability deemed necessary 
for recognition., The community has lodged a complaint with the government, 
maintaining that the refusal constitutes a breaoh of religious freedom. 


* x 


A sum of $100,000 has been provided by the German Evangelical Churches 
to support a project aimed at increasing rice production in Liberia. The 
United Nations! Food and Agricultural Organization has announced that the 
project will be jointly undertaken by the Liberian government and FAO under 
the latter's Freedom from Hunger Campaign. Major emphasis of the project, 
FAQ officials said, would be on the education of Liberian farmers in improve 
methods of growing swamp rice, . face 5 EPS, Geneva 
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Missionaries Still Welcome, Uganda Clergy Say 


(Gulu, Uganda) - The clergy of the Northern Uganda Diocese of the Anglican 
Church have unanimously supported the view that the Church of Uganda will 
continue to invite and welcome expatriates for specialized jobs in the church. 


Meeting here recently, the clergy expressed concern about speeches 
which have been made in the Northern Province, to the effect that after 
independence expatriates would no longer be wanted in the country. As a 
result, the conference noted, many expatriates were "anxious about their 
future security and have thought that they would not be needed for work in 
education or other fields". 


The Rev. Asa Byara of Kampala declared that while "God has put His 
Church in this land in our hands, and the African clergy and lay people must 
shoulder full responsibility for it, missionaries and other expatriates are 
here, and will continue to come in the future, as partners and fellow-workers 
to help us with some specialized jobs in our schools, colleges and hospitals". 


He said the missionaries would be "serving in the same ranks as their 
African colleagues, as many already are", adding that "it does not matter 
whether the political and economic partnerships are severed or not; our 
partnership with overseas churches should never be allowed to come to an 
end because the Church of Christ is universal". 
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Discussing nationalism, he noted that it could undermine that unity in 
Christ which is the "purpose of God's redemptive work". He stressed the 
danger to the churches if they think in nationalistic terms only. "That is 
why it is such a grand thing that we still have and will continue to have in 
the future expatriates from Britain, Canada, America and India and other 
parts, working in our church. They act as a bridge between us and churches 
in other parts of the world", Ke commented. EPS, Geneva 


Christians in Nepal Released After Spending Year in Jail 


(Wheaton, Ill.) - Bight of nine Christians in the small, mountainous country 
of Nepal have been released from prison after having been held awaiting trial 
for a year, according to the press service of the National Association of 
Evangelicals (USA). The release was granted late last year but word has just 
reached the NAH office here. 


The Nepali Christians had been charged with the violation of an ancient 
law which forbids the changing of religion. The principal religions of the 
country are Buddhism and Hinduism. The Christians were charged and held in 
prison awaiting their trial by the supreme court of the land. The trial was 
held last August, but it took the judges three months to reach a decision. 
The pastor of the group was the only one convicted. He was sentenced to Six 
years in prison but is expected to be released soon upon condition that he 
leave the country. 


While the Christians were in jail, fellow believers supplied them with 
extra food, washed their clothes and upheld them in prayer. During the 
imprisonment two couples who had most recently been baptized decided to 
renounce their faith but later revoked the recantation. Through this experi- 
ence the Christian Church has been greatly united in spirit and other prison- 
ers were converted. 


Christian missionary work in Nepal was begun only ten years ago as 
wnited.effort of acnumber of churches and mission bodics. .»Before that the 
enly: means of:evangelism waS to-reach Nepalese outside their own country.” 
With:the making of a new constitutiom in the country a-maastre of religious 
freedom has beén’ granted,-but-mission leaders feel the government has 
placed restrictions like this as a means to discourage mass evangelism. 

EPS, Geneva 


Free Churches in Hast Germany Will Meet 


(Berlin) - The Evangelical Free Church Union in Hast Berlin, which is com- 
posed largely of Baptist churches, is planning a conference in Hast Berlin, 
May 11-13, to celebrate the beginning of Baptist work in the city. 


There are approximately 30,000 Baptists in Hast Germany in 2243 churches, 
each of which is expected to be represented at the conference. Conference 
theme will be "Romans 12 and the Church Today". 


The Evangelical Free Church Union includes churches in both East and 
West Germany, but a spokesman said the work in East Germany is now separately 
organized "as a result of political realities in Germany". EPS, Geneva 
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Takeover in New Guinea Not Expected to Affeut Missions 


(New York) ~ & leader of one of the largest Protestant mission agencies 
werking in Dutch New Guinea does not expect that mission work there will be 
curtailed in the event of an Indenesian takeover of that territory. 


"What we might expect",.. said the Rev. Louis King, foreign seoretary 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, "is a continuation of the pattern 
that has developed in Indonesia under the Sukarno government. There, we 
have exceedingly poor transportation by air and water and long waiting 
periods for visas." At present the CMA has 75 missionaries there and is 
planning to send more. 


The nature of mission work may be changed by the possibility of a great 
rise in the cost of living as well as the discontinuance of air service to 
the interior, Mr. King commented. Presently the Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship supplies air transportation for missions working in the interior. The 
CNA had a similar service to Borneo but that was ordered discontinued after 
the Sukarno government took over. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Aid German Flocd Victims 


(Hamburg) - Material aid valued at DM 1,400,000 ($325,000) has been distri- 
buted by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to victims of floods in this 
area which took the lives of 308 persons and left an estimated 100,000. homeless. 


Most of the aid is in the form of blankets, camp-beds, shoes and cloth- 
ing. . The main relief is.being channelled to the Hamburg-Harburg areas and 
to Stade and Meldorf, in Schleswig-Holstein. 


In addition, churshes and individuais have contributed DM. 1,109,000 
($275,900) towards reconstruction. All of the help given thus far has come 
from Germany, and the present supplies of material aid on hand are believed 
sufficient to meet the needs. 


However, officials of Innere Mission und Hilfswerk, the churches! 
relief department, have appealed for additional funds for rebuilding. The 
World Council of Churches, which had earlier offered material supplies, ast 
required, has appealed to its member churches for contributions. Already 
appeals have been issued by Protestant churches in Austria and by the 
British Council of Churches, which asked for aidfor.Vicitims in both Germany 
and England. 


Offers of help are reported to have come from many churches in England. 
The Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland has voted £250 ($700) for 
emergency relief to Baptist churches and institutions damaged in Yorkshire, 
England, but said it would not issue a general appeal until the extent of 
the need was known. The Lord Mayor of Sheffield has also opened a general 
appeal for that city in which 100 houses were destroyed and thousands 
damaged. EPS, Geneva 
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United Communion Service Criticized 


(London) - A debate, which the Church Times describes as "a squall which in 
less ecumenical times would have developted into a storm", occupied delegates 
in the closing,;sessions of the recent Assembly of the Church of England. 


This discussion was touched off by announcement that the Bishop of 
Leicester, Dr. Ronald Williams, has issued an invitation to all baptized and 
communicant delegates to the Third British Conference of Christian Youth, 


to be held in Leicester in August, to attend a service of Holy Communion in 
Leicester Cathedral. 


Only once previously has the Anglican Church held an open communion in 
England. This was at the famous second conference of the Life and Work 
Movement, one of the parent bodies of the World Council of Churches, held 
in 1937 at Oxford. The invitation to this communion was issued by the then 
Archbishop of ,Canterbury, Dr. Cosmo Gordon Lang. 


Defending his action, Dr. Williams said that,"theologically and eccles- 
iastically, I acted within the precedents of the Church of #ngland, which 
in some sense is the host church at Leicester. ant 


Further, he said, the conference was not dealing with members of "a pop 
record club, but responsible mature young people, and we must accord them a 
degree of maturity which has not been accorded to them before." 


The Bishop was strongly supported by the Bishop of St. Edmundsbury and 
Ipswich, Dr. H. Morris, who said the Assembly should regard this as a brave 
and courageous step. He said he thought that those who said that such a 
service would cause disquiet in the church were wrong, and that many had been 
waiting for this. 


However, critics of the move claimed it would have severe repercussions. 
Canon R. L. Hussey, of Manchester, declared himself "most unhappy. I really 
feel this is a setback to the cause of reunion and will not help remove 
barriers. I very much regret the action. . . I should be disloyal to my 
own principles if I did not say so", he declared. 


The Bishop cf Peterborough, Dr. Eastlaugh, said that "many of us feel 
sincerely that this action ultimately will be injurious to the cause of 
reunion," EPS, Geneva 


US Presbyterians and Lutherans Study Theological Positions 


(New York) - Conversations between representatives of Lutheran, and Reformed 
and Presbyterian churches in the United States have been held here with both 
groups stressing the importance of thorough theological study and discussion. 


The conversations, which spokesmen stressed are not exploring merger 
possibilities, were the first in a series designed to examine the theologi- 
‘cal position of each group. 


The 14 Lutheran and 11 Reformed and Presbyterian representatives heard 
and discussed papers read by Dr. Conrad Bergendoff, president of Augustana 
College (Lutheran), Rock Island, Illinois, and Dr. John Leith of Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va., a clergyman of the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern). 
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Dr. Bergendoff said the participants were "engaged in something more 
than the ecumenical movement has achieved". The World Council of Churches, 


he said, is "an event of God's grace", but represents a unity which is "still 
marginal or peripheral". 


Dr. Leith called for theological renewal in the churches, commenting 
that in many cases important decisions about theology and church government 
Nare made on the basis of axioms drawn from our American way of life quite 
as much as theological and Biblical sources". 


The churchmen decided to carry on their theological talks over a three- 
year period. The next session is set for February 21-22, 1963, in Chicago, 
Tll. Plans for the talks were announced last October by the North America 
Area of the World Alliance of Reformed and Presbyterian Churches and the 
National Lutheran Council. Approval for the conversations has been given by 
the Executive Committees of the World Alliance and the Lutheran World 
Federation. EPS, Geneva 


SCM Leaders Discuss Worship in Sesular Society 


(Biavres, France) - "Worship in a Secular Society" was the theme of the 
annual staff meeting of European Student Christian Movements held here 
recently. Some 30 persons from twelve countries attended. 


Their discussions were part of a larger study on secularization being 
conducted by: European SCMs in preparation for a European Student Conference 
on the Life and Mission of the Church, to be held in August, at Graz, Austria, 
under auspices of the World Student Christian Federation. Special assignment 
of the meeting was to plan the conference worship so that it will form pee 
integral part" of the study of secularization. 


The Rev. Albert van den Heuvel, assaciate secretary of the Youth Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches, introducing the discussion, described 
himself, "not a liturgical expert, but rather a victim of traditional forms 
of worship." He emphasized that the present generation of Christian students 
in Europe often finds a deep gap between their life as part of secular 
society and the traditional expressions of Christian worship. 


The meeting decided that for the WSCF conference they would plan 
completely new orders of service, including the use of new hymns written in 
"the language of modern secular man", EPS, Geneva 


First All-Africa Ecumenical Youth Conference Planned 


(Nairobi) - Flans for the first All-Africa Ecumenical Youth Conference to be 
held here the end of this year were made at a meeting in Nairobi last week. 
Sixteen persons from 11 countries representing the sponsoring bodies are 
members of the planning committee. 


Scheduled December 28- January 7, the conference will bring together 
500 young people from all parts of Africa for study of the theme "Freedom 
Under the Cross". The programme will include Bible study, lectures, and 
“working parties". 
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The Rev. A. Adegbola, former principal of the layman's institute at 
Shegamu, Nigeria, is working full-time as secretary of the conference. The 
conference will be held in co-operation with the All-Africa Church Conference, 
and under auspices of the YMCA, the YWCA, the World Student Christian Federa- 
tion, the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, 
and the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches. 


Laity supports Unity Proposals 


(The Hague) - Large numbers of individuals in congregations of the Nether- 
lands Reformed Church (Nederlandse Hervormde Kerk) and the Reformed Churches 
in the Netherlands (Gereformeerde Kerken) are reported to be in favour of a 
plan of 18 ministers of the two churches to end their division. 


The Press Service of the Netherlands Reformed Church reports a "stream 
of notifications" of support received in answer to an appeal issued by the 
group last year in which they declared: "The division. . .may not be 
suffered any longer. Moved by the expectation of the Kingdom of God and the 
mission of the Church in the world, we are, all of us, convinced that unity 
must be sought for." 


The "eighteen", as the group is termed, have called a meeting of repre- 
sentatives of the two churches for May 96 in Utrecht. Meanwhile, they have 
issued a study booklet to be used as the basis of discussion groups about 
unity in local congregations. EPS, Geneva 


Ghana Warns Missionaries 


(Accra) _ Mr. A. J. Dowuona Hammond, Minister of Education in Ghana, has 
warned that his government will impose the strongest sanctions against any 
missionary institution where "seeds of indiscipline and disloyalty to the 
state" are being sown among students. 


In a speech at an Accra secondary school, he said he had seen disquiet— 
ing signs in a number of missionary institutions of "subtle, but manifest 
disloyalty to the ideals of the state". 


"Tt should be borne in mind", he said, "that the government is not 
against any church or religious pody which conducts itself within the frame- 
work of the laws of the country. When sanctions are therefore imposed, it 
should be understood as being purely within the context of the educational 
system." EPS, Geneva 


Doctrinal Talks Planned by Caribbean Area Lutherans 


(New York) - Doctrinal discussions between missionaries in the Caribbean 
area of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod and representatives of a church 
in Colombia having Lutheran World Federation ties were announced here by the 
Missouri Synod's press office. 
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Known as the Evangelical Lutheran Church - Synod of Colombia, the auto- 
nomous South American tody daveloped from missionary work conducted by two 
North American churches, now united in the American Lutheran Church. 


The Missouri Synod press announcement said "it is believed the doctrinal 
talks will mark the first such meeting between the Missouri Synod and a 
Lutheran Church in Latin America". EPS, Geneva 


Missouri Synod Body to Join India Lutheran Federation 


(Nagercoil, India) - The sister church in India of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod has voted to join the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches in India. Hight of the nine bodies that presently constitute the 
FELCI are members also of the Lutheran World Federation. 


Taken by the India Evangelical Lutheran Church at its 1962 biennial 
convention, the action is subject to ratification by the church's three 
district synods. 


At its last convention two years ago, the IELC voted to seek the opinion 
of the synods and of the doctrinal unity oommittee of the Missauri Synod 
respecting its desire to affiliate with the FELCI. EPS, Geneva 


Wisconsin Synod Declines Doctrinal Talks with Missouri 


(Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA) - A commission of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod has declined an invitation to doctrinal talks with its coun- - 
terpart on the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, according to an announcement 
Made here. 


Issued in mid-February by the Wisconsin Synod, it said the church's 
Commission on Doctrinal Matters had written the Missouri Synod that the 
latter would first have to "give some indication that there is a definite 
returning to the confessional position that we formerly jointly held". 


Current discussions between the Missouri Synod and the National Lutheran 
Council on possible future co-operative work were cited as a reason for the 
refusal. 


The commission's letter to Dr. John W. Behnken, president of the Miss- 
ouri-Synod, said it was "presently of the opinion that any attempt at a 
joint meeting" with the Missouri's Committee on Doctrinal Unity “shouldbe 
postponed until your synod has met in convention next June and expressed 
itself on the issues between our two bodies." 


At Wisconsin's 1961 convention, delegates voted to suspend fellowship 
with the Missouri Synod. It was charged that Missouri had deviated from the 
position held by the Synodical Conference - of which both synods are members 
- by participating in joint devotions with other Lutheran bodies. : 


The letter noted that the Missouri Synod is still following principles 
"in their expressions and practice concerning church fellowship" which led 
to the suspension of fellowship between the two synods. 


A spokesman for the commission said here that this referred to recent 
meetings between the Missouri Synod and the NLC, regarding the possible 
formation of a co-operative association to replace the NLC. EPS, Geneva 
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South African Churches! Withdrawal from WCC Seen as "Temporary"! 


(Capetown) - Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, has told 
a meeting here that the withdrawal of three South African Dutch Reformed 
Churches from the World Council of Churches was due to "political pressure, 


rather than theological or religious conviction. t+ is a temporary lapse", 
he declared. 


The three bodies which withdrew were the Dutch Reformed Church of the 
Cape Province, the Dutch Reformed Church of the Transvaal, and the Dutch 
Reformed Church of Africa. All renounced their membership after repudiating 
findings of a WCC-sponsored conference on race relations, held in Johannes- 
burg in December, 1960. The conference was critical of the government's 
apartheid policies. 


While members of the churches may have rejected the conference report, 
"T am aware that the Dutch Reformed delegates to the conference have then- 
selves never repudiated the findings", he said. 


The Anglican prelate, who is an outstanding opponent of the government's 
racial policies, said that in his opinion the conference did not go far 
enough. "It should have condemned apartheid outright", he declared. 

EPS, Geneva 


Canadian Churchmen Put Third Assembly Under the Microscope 


(Niagara Falls, Ont.) - Nearly 200 clerical and lay leaders of the Canadian 
Council of Churches have discussed for two days here the outcome of the WCC's 
Third Assembly at New Delhi. The meeting was the forerunner of a series of one- 
day local neetings-—to be held throughout the country at which the implications 

of the Third Assembly for the life and work of the Canadian churches will 

be studied. 


Seven of these local conferences have been arranged and six more are 
being planned. 


At the Niagara Falls meeting every aspect of the Third Assembly was 
examined. After a general survey, detailed attention was given to the work 
of the Assembly's sections on Unity, Witness, and Service. 


It was suggested that to communicate the Assembly's work to the churches 
in Canada, radio forums should be arranged and that joint surveys, in which 
Roman Catholics should be invited to take part, should be made of social 
problems in local communities. 


There was a call for local groups to be formed to study how to work 
and pray together. It was urged that there should be an extension of 
prayers for unity, and that congregations should make joint visits to find 
the unchurched. 


Other suggestions were that more ecumenical services should be held 
and that more should be done in the spirit of Lund. 


Speakers were at pains to be realistic. There was said to be an unwill- 
ingness by some Canadian churches to face the things that are difficult to 
do together, and that there is little feeling that intercommunion is a 
matter of vital concern. It was argued that the question of the sacraments 
must be settled on a high level and not in the local churches. 


To preface the conference, one Canadian radio programme broadcast taped 
interviews which the Rev. Dr. Emlyn Davies, Baptist, Toronto, had made at 
New Delhi with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. W.A.Visser 't Hooft, and 
other WCC personalitites. EPS, Geneva 
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Ethnic Tensions in Ceylon Under Study 


(Colombo) - Thé role of the Christian churches in ameliorating centuries-old 
tensions between the Sinhalese and Tamils, the two major‘ethnic groups in 
Ceylon,’ was discussed at a recent seminar here convened by the Study Centre 


of the National Christian Council. 


The Rev. Daisuke Kitagawa, secretary for Race Relations of the World 
Council of Churches, and Mr. Fred van Wyk, associate director of the Insti- 
tute for Radé Relations in the Union of South Africa, were seminar leaders. 
The chairman was Mr. 1. S. Fernando, a Buddhist, who is a judge of the 
Ceylon Supreme Court. Approximately 50 Christians, Buddhists, and Hindus 
took part. They were about equally divided between the Sinhalese and Tamils. 

Dr. Kitagawa, for whom the seminar concluded a six weeks! study of the 
situation, told the participants that in talks with government, religious, 
and civic leaders he had found a large reservoir of good will and indication 
that a growing number of persons are determined to end the tensions and find 
a solution to the problem. 


The seminar has produced a confidential study document about the situa- 
tion which outlines four major subjects for future study. These are: The 
nature of the changes which 'the Asian revolution! is imposing on our society; 
the meaning'of 'nation'; the nature of the political structure which is 
best suited to the genius of tour people'; and the nature of a federal 
government and its advantages and disadvantages for Ceylon. The seminar 
appointed a continuation committee which is expected to convene a4 second 
meeting soon to discuss ways of implementing the study. 


There are approximately 2,000,000 Tamils in Ceylon in a population of 
17,000,000. The majority of Tamils are Hindu, while most Sinhalese, who are 
in the overwhelming numerical majority, are Buddhists. Religion is not the 
only divisive factor. Both groups speak their own language. Also Tamils 
are concentrated in the northern and eastern part of the Island, the Sinhalese 
in the central and south-western sections. 


The present government, which is under the control of Sinhalese-speak- 
ing Buddhists, has declared Sinhalese the official language, and early in 
1961 enacted an emergency law which, among other things, prohibits open 
discussions of the language issue and communal problems. EPS, Geneva 


New Greek Primate Pledges Support of Unity Bfforts | 3 
(Athens ) - The newly-elected Greek Orthodox Archbishop Chrysostomos, preach- 


ing at his enthronment, in Athens Cathedral, as Primate of Athens and All 
Greece said that Christian unity is the earnest desire of all Orthodox and . 


an aim for which. "we will not cease praying. 


"Besides our prayers, our Orthodox Church will not cease its efforts 
so that all misunderstandings with other churches will gradually be wiped 
out and the spirit of Christ prevail cureour relations with them, without e 
deviating from the Orthodox faith," he said. ; 


“ The Archbishop added that "this applics to all our relations, especially 
with the World Council of Churches, with which we are co-operating for the 
application of practical Christianity in the world". 
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Preaching to a congregation of over 3,000 persons, the new primate also 
outlined broad new policies for the Orthodox. Church in Greece, which include 
raising the educational standards and pay of the clergy; the extension of 

the church's charitable, educational and social work, the promotion of 
monastic life, encouragement of greater lay participation, and the intro- 
duction of improvements into church services. . 


Attending the enthronment rites were the King's representative and 
members of the Greek zovernment, all the Greek bishops, the Patriarch of © 
Alexandria, and other dignitaries. hee EPS, ‘Geneva 


“Czech Weekly Advocates New Forms of Atheist Propaganda: 

(Prague ) ~ Tvorba, a leading Communist weekly here, which usually confines 
itself to‘criticisms of the Christian churches, recently gave atheists a taste 
of .the same treatment. 


Atheist prapaganda, it declared, spends its time "combating opinions 
which no one holds" and making ‘rational criticisms of religious dogmas". 


What ‘it should do, the paper said, is 'eoncentrate on the faith of those 
who believe, discover the emotional sources of their faith, and fight their 
lack of self-confidence, and provide them with erentes aesthetic dienes 
than that offered by. the Church", 


Study of dogmas won!t help the atheist cause, it adds, because "the —~ 
faith of man today is derived less from dogmas than from feelings, from the 
need to count on the help of a supernatural power. . ,.'! EPS, Geneva 


Four Named Bishops by Antioch Patriarchate 


(Beirut) - The election of four new bishops has been announced by the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch. 


J They are Archimandrite Ignatius Hazim, who has been named honorary 
Bishop of Palmyra and Patriarchal Vicar; Mgr. Elias Corban, who has been 

named Metropolitan of Tripoli; Mgr. Basilios Samaha, who has been elected 
to the See of Haura, Syria; and Mer. Michael Chahine, who has been named 
to the See of Toledo, Ohio, USA. : . 


Bishop Hazim, who was consecrated on February 18, is a member of the 
100-member Central Committee.of the World Council of Churches, and vice- 
president of the World Student Christian Federation. In addition to his™ 
duties as Patriarchal Vicar, he will have special responsibility for rela- 
tions between the Patriarchate and other churches. He represented the 
Antioch Patriarchate at the Pan-Orthodox Conference last August at Rhodes ~ 
and at the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches. | EPS, Geneva 


Churches’ Ask For 5,000 Teachers for Africa 


(London) - The Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches in the United 
-Kangdom are taking joint action to persuade 5,000 British graduate teachers 
to take up short-term posts na: ATES OR ; ok, 
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The Inter-Church Campaign for the Recruitment of Teachers for Africa 
was launched last weekend by the Bishop of London, the Rt. Rev. R.W. Stopford, 
speaking to British press and radio reporters. On one side of him was the 
Rt. Rev. G. A. Beck, Roman Catholic Bishop of Salford, who is chairman of 
the Catholic Education Council; on the other was the Rev. A.R. Vine, general 
secretary of the Free Church Federal Council. Le 


Dr. Stopford, who is chairman of the Board of Education of the Church 
Assembly, said that the campaign's target ‘twas nothing less than 1,000 
British teachers a year over the next five years". It was realized that this 
demanded a very real sacrifice from British education. "None of us is in any 
doubt about that’, he said. "We want some of the best teachers: in the country 
and are asking the British people to spare them because we are convinced that 
4t-is a service which this country has to render to Africa." . 


The main weapon in this campaign of persuasion . directed at teachers, 
heads, employers and education authorities is an illustrated booklet being 
mailed to schools and educational bodies. A foreword speaks of the urgency 
of helping African countries to meet the acute shortage of teachers, and 
adds: "On the importance of this service there is complete unanimity of out- 
look and intention between the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches in 
Britain and they have come together to translate thig beliet into policy rand 
action." 


The chairman of the Inter-Church Committee conducting the campaign is _ 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, an associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches. The requirements are for men and women graduate teachers for 
two to four-year appointments to secondary schools and teacher training 
colleges in Africa - Commonwealth and non-Commonwealth countries alike - 
church or state schools. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Stockholm is Witnessing a church building boom that has no parallel 
since the Middle Ages, and it looks as though it will. continue at the same 
rate for the next few years, according to Church News from the Northern 
Countries. The press service reported 30 churches and chapels have been 
erected in the city in the past ten years, half of them belonging to the 
National (Lutheran) Church and half to the free churches. 


* * * 


Appropriations in Czechoslovakia's 1962 national budget provide more 
than $2,000,000 for the needs of churches. The sum is to be used for. the 
maintenance and repair of cathedrals and churches, the upkeep of seminaries, 
and the payment of clergymen's salaries, Prague Radio has reported. 

x * - 


Three -thousand pupils from 15 Protestant, Orthodox,:-and Roman Catholic 
secondary schools met recently at Yaoundé, Federal Republic.of the Cameroun, 
to hear talks on Christian unity. Clergy of the three faiths discussed the 
‘Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches and plans for the forth-. 
‘coming Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. The meeting ended with joint 
intercession. 


* * * 
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_:The Rev. Heinrich Waltenberg, of Mlalo, a.German missionary who has 
worked in Tanganyika for the past 32 years, has been consecrated the first 
bishop of the Usambara-Digo Lutheran Church. Pastor Waltenberg, since IoS'T, 
has been president of the Usambara-Digo Church, which now.has over 32,000 
members. Last summer the church decided to aaaee his position to that of 
“bishop, following the adoption of the episcopacy by two other Lutheran 
bodies in this country. Officiating at the consecration was Bishop Heinrich 
Meyer, of Ltibeck, Germany, chairman of the Lutheran World Federation's 
popes sae on World Mission, 


* * * 


1962 is the°year of the Golden Jubilee of the Student Christian Move- 
‘ments°in India, Ceylon and Pakistan. The Student Christian Association, as 
it was called then,becane anindependent movement in the collegés and universi 
ties in India, Burma and Ceylon in 1912. . The.Indian SCM. has decided to 
raise a. fund during the year to mark the jubilee. The fund will be called 
"the Ralla Ram Memorial Fund" in honour of Dr. Augustine Ralla Ram, who was. 
general seoretary of the Movement from 1928 tonlo4A 8... 


Sey Se aye 


The Supreme Court of Spain has ruled that a Protestant couple can be 
married in a civil ceremony even though they were baptized as Roman Catholic 
senor Carralon Sevilla and Senorita Carmen Gracia Sanchez, both of Madrid, 
are now Baptists;. their lawyer, .Senor Ernesto Vellve, said they had spent 
three years appealing from court to court until the Supreme Court gave its 
decision. Spaniards wishing to marry outside the. Roman Catholic Church have 
to apply for permission for a civil marriage. Bam: 


x * * 


German Baptists and others, at the request of the Belgian Baptist 
Union are sending a minister to establish a mission among the German-speakin 
population of Genk-Waterschei, Belgium. “He ise the vkev. Traugott Vogel of 
Hamburg. -The-new work is to be under the Belgian Baptist Unton, and a 
Baptists: will ae it financially. 


mentees Sort ai Sn? ond sesh as gee te re % ’ a 


Piotetane and Roman Gathblic Sco e ean on & devotional guide for " 
families with mixed religious traditions has been suggestéd by the Family 
Life Department of the National Council of Churches, (USA). A spokesman 
said that in conversations with Roman Catholic leaders, Protestant clergy 
had discovered a "common concern for the moral and spiritual welfaren “of 
Bee Rese involving a Protestant oon a Catholic. 


* * ; x 


The Rev. James K. Lawson, a member of the Methodist theological semin- 
ary at Porto Novo, West Africa, has been named associate secretary of the 
Provisional Committee of the All Africa Church Conference. Mr. Lawson has 
‘been prominent in the youth work of the French-speaking churches in West 
Africa and has represented them at several -international conferences. ie 1 
Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, of Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, is conference chairman. © 
Mr. Lawson is no relation of the Rev.’ James Lawson, whose involvement last” 7 
year in sit-in strikes when he was a student at Vanderbilt University = ; 
Divinity School (USA ) touched off a series of faculty resignations. 


* %* etic 


Reg 
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Dr. George A. Lindbeck, associate professor of historical theology at 
the Yale University Divinity School, has been appointed to take charge of 
the Lutheran World Federation's inter-confessional research into modern 
Roman Catholicism, it has been announced at the LWF headquarters in Geneva. 
As research professor of the Federation's inter-confessional programme, the 
38-year-old US lay-theologican will succeed Dr. K. BE. Skydsgaard, prominent 
Danish scholar on Roman Catholicism. Professor Skydsgaard, on February l, 
returned to the chair of systematic theology at the University of Copenhagen, 
from which he tvok leave two years earlier to launch the LWF research project. 


* * * 


Hungarian Lutherans have begun to use "a modern and standardized text- 
book" to prepare children for adult church membership, the Hungarian Protes- 
tant news service has reported. Parish pastors, experienced in religious 
education, and professors at the Lutheran Church's Theological Academy have 
prepared the new "confirmation catechism" under the direction of a board 
headed by Bishop Zoltan Kaldy of the Southern District, it said. 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America sponsored a three-day "Workshop 
on Jazz and Contemporary Culture" this week (February 26-28) for jazz music- 
ians, critics and clergymen at "The Village Gate", a Greenwich Village jazz 
club in New York City. The “workshop",which is part of the church's Board 
of Social Missions programme of Faith and Life Institutes, featured lectures 
by experts in the jazz field and an address by a prominent Lutheran theologian. 
Upward of 150 jazz aficionados, including about 40 clergymen of several 
denominations, jazz critics and performers, as well as many college students 
interested in the subject attended. 


* * * 


The White House has announced that Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus will 
pay a formal state visit to the United States during the week of June 5, 1962, 
in his capacity as president of the Republic of Cyprus. The Greek Orthodox 
churchman will spend two days in Washington as guest of President Kennedy and 
will spend three days in other cities as an official guest of the US govern- 
ment. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cyprus, Spyros Kryprianou, will 
accompany the Archbishop. 


* * * 


Since the establishment, in 1960, of the Mission Medical Service by the 
Norwegian National (Lutheran) Church, more than ii tons of medicines have 
been despatched to medical missions in countries all over the world. The 
medicine is procured free of charge from pharmaceutical manufacturers. The 
total value was nearly one and a half million Norwegian Crowns ($210,750). 


* * * 


Anglicans and Methodists in the new housing-area parish of St. Chad, 
Stockton-on-Tees, England, are meeting regularly for united worship. The 
practice developed from the recent Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. On 
two Sunday evenings during the month the Methodist congregation attends 
evening prayer at the Anglican church, and on the other two Sundays the 
Anglican congregation attends the evening worship 2t the Methodist church. 
There: will also be a united worship on Good Friday. 
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Alan Paton, the South African novelist and an active Anglican layman, 
whose passport was withdrawn by the government two years ago for his anti- 
apartheid activities, has been invited to a conference of leading world 
writers to be held in August in Edinburgh. He is the only South African ~ 
among 50 novelists from 11 countries invited to attend.-. But Mr. Paton has 
said he will not ask the government for the return of his passport to attend 
the meeting. "I don't feel able to ask the government unless there is some: 
great change in the government or me, although I would very much like to 
attend", he commented. 


* * *% 


Three churches in Didsbury, Manchester, England, are co-operating in 
publishing a joint parish magazine. The three. churches Emmanuel (Church of 
England), St. Aidan's (Presbyterian), and St. Paul's (Methodist) are pub- 
lishing The Venture, a monthly journal. Hach church gives its own news _ 
separately and there is a general editorial. In the February, March and 
April issues the editorial is taking the form of comments by each church 
about what it could offer in a fully united church. 


* * * 


The Netherlands ; government has offered topay 25 per cent of the cost 
of new church construction in order to help the churches meet the triple 
problem of war damaged structures, increasing population, and steeper build- 
ing costs. Housing minister J. van Aartsen, who submitted the proposal to 
parliament in the form of a bill, said the country needs another 480 churches 
before 1970 - 171 Roman Catholic churches, 160 Netherlands Reformed churches," 
and about 150 churches for other Protestant denominations. 


* * Peas 


"The Church and Israel" will be the topic of the International Summer 
School to be held in Cambridge, England, July 3-13, under auspices of the 
Committee on the Church and the Jewish People of the Commission on World 
Mission and Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. The Rev. H. L. 
Hllison will be dean. . . 


* * * 


The Bible Mission in Germany has donated DM 7,200 ($1,800) to the 
Japan Bible Society towards the maintenance of two colporteurs. The Bible 
Mission is the organization set up in 1957 to provide Scriptures for HKast- 
ern European refugees in Germany. The scope.of its work has since been 
extended to include the needs of foreign students and workers in Sak i 
and, more recently, to support projects in other countries. 


* * * 


A marriage guidance centre, the first in Ceylon, will be started this 
year in Colombo by the Home Committee of the National Christian Council. 
It will be manned. by six men and women,on a five-day week schedule, who 
have recently completed a year's training course under NCC auspices. Three 
of the six staff are probation officers working in prisons in Colombo, 


* * * 


A Spanish court has sentenced a Spanish soldier to three years! imprison— 
ment for "insubordination" because he refused to kneel. during a Roman | 
Catholic mass which his unit was attending. The youth, who is a Baptist, 
told the court that he regarded this external mark of reverence as incom- 
patible with his religious beliefs. EPS, Geneva 
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Churchmen Ask British Government to Ban Nuclear Weapons 


(London) - A plea to the British government to be ready to renounce nuclear 
weapons in the cause of nuclear disarmament has been issued here by a group 
of twelve prominent Anglican and Free Church leaders. 


In a five-point statement the churchmen appealed to the government not 
only to "be prepared to renounce its independent manufacture, possession, 
and control of the nuclear deterrent", but to "make every endeavour to 
limit the spread of nuclear weapons among powers which do not yet possess 
them." 


It further urged all out government effort to reach international 
agreement to limit and control nuclear and other weapons, and said it "must 
never be discouraged from trying to prevent the further contamination of the 
atmosphere by nuclear tests." 


The statement was released on Friday before the announcement of US 
resumption of atmosphe~ic tests. 


The Angliean signatories include the Bishops of London, Chichester, 
Manchester, and Willesden; Canon L. J. Collins, chairman of the British 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, and Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman of the 
wCC's Commission of the Churches on International Affairs and of the House 
of Laity of the Church of England. 
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Others include the Rev. Harold Roberts, a Methodist, who is principal 
of Richmond College, London; the Rev. Daniel Jenkins, a Congregationalist, 
general secretary of the Christian Frontier Council; the Rev. Alan R. Booth, 
a Methodist, who is secretary of the World Council of Churches! Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs; and the Rev. David Edwards, 
managing director of the Student Christian Movement Press. 


The announcement noted that the signatories signed the statement in 
their private capacities. 


The churchmen have been meeting in private at intervals since June, 
1959, to discuss the moral aspects of Britain's defence policy. They were 
joined from time to time by defence experts, by pacifists, and by leaders 
of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament "in an effort to reach a common mind 
among Christians." EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Officials Warn Additional Soviet Tests May Follow New US Nuolear Tests 


(New York) - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs has 
warned that the US government's decision to resume atmospheric nuclear 
tests "will almost surely lead to further and similar action by the Soviet 
Union. 


"We regret very much that, on the basis of scientific and military 
analyses, the resumption of tests in the atmosphere is deemed essential to 
security", the statement said. 


It was signed by the CCIA chairman, Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, and its 
director, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New York, and released simultaneously in 
New York and London, shortly after President Kennedy's announcement Friday 
night of the resumption of the test series. 


The CCIA officials said: "We fully accept that the reason given for 
this is the conviction that the USSR made substantial gains in the nuclear 
weapons field when it unilaterilly resumed atmospheric testing last fall, 
and that the balance of deterrent capability on which peace today tenuously 
rosts is thus endangered. Nevertheless, we as officers of the CCIA would 

pe failing in our duty if we remained silent at this time.” 


The statement quotes earlier .. statements which have had the appro- 
val of World Council policy making bodies, including one issued in 1957, 
which questions "whether any nation is justified in deciding on its own 
responsibility to conduct such tests when the people of other nations in 
all parts of the world who have not agreed may have to bear the consequences," 


The statement says it was hoped that international relations would 
improve sufficiently so that it will make it unnecessary for the US to carry 
out its decision to resume tests, but that even if this is not possible, 
the decision should be kept under steady review and reversed if the contin- 
uance of tests is seen to carry greater risks than their cessation. 


The Commission is an agency of the World Council of Churches. (See 
full text of Statement appended) EPS, Geneva 


Asian Churches to Study Common Policy 


(Jaffna, Ceylon) - The first of a series of small meetings to discuss plans 
for a major study of the over-all task of the Church in Asia is scheduled 
here April 2-3 under auspices of the Hast Asia Christian Conference. Similar 
meetings will be held in Singapore, April 6-7; and in Tokyo, April 10-11, 
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The meetings will review the present patterns of relationships with 
mission boards and with confessional bodies, and will seek to apply recent 
ecumenical thinking about mission to the needs of Asia. The study was 
recommended by the EACC's Enlarged Continuation Committee meeting in 
November, in Bangalore, India. 


The plan includes the promotion of study in local churches in 1962, to 
culminate in three large conferences to be held in 1963, in India, Singapore, 
and Japan. Following these three conferences, the agency plans to hold an 
All-Asia Theological Conference on the "Implications of Confessionalism and 
Its Relation to the Mission of the Churches." This, in turn, will be follow- 
ed by a series of local national conferences, 


The Rev. Alan Brash, a member of the HACC secretariat, and the Rev. 
R. K. Orchard, of the staff of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches, are co-ordinating plans for the study. 
EPS, Geneva 


American Editor Urges Charitable Attitude to Non-Catholics 


(Washington, D.C.) - Father Thurston Davis, S.J., of New York, editor of 
the national Catholic weekly America, told a meeting here that US Catholics 
should remember that there is an ecumenical mood as well as an Ecumenical 
Council and take a more charitable attitude towards their non-Catholic 
neighbours. 


The prominent Jesuit editor, addressing more than 1,000 members of the 
Washington Retreat League at a communion breakfast, cited Pope John's 
"revolutionary attitude toward our separated brethren. It should give all 
of us some idea of how we ought to conduct ourselves in a society like that 
of modern America", he declared. 


"All of us can and should help break down those unnecessary barriers 
which we - as well as our separated brethren - have erected. Prayers for 
unity, quiet conversation with our Protestant associates, good example, 
diligent reading and earnest discussion, all of this will help." EPS, Geneva 


Japanese Women Chart Programme 


(Tokyo ) - "The Church of Today" will be the study theme for women's groups 
in the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) in 1962. Plans: fom the 
study were made at a recent meeting of the Women's Commission, a national 
group, attended by chairmen of women's work committees from fourteen kyokus 
(districts). In preparation for the study representatives from each kyoku 
will attend a national training programme, and kyokus will in turn conduct 
training conferences related to local church programmes. 


In other sessions, the women's group discussed ways of co-operating in 
the church's new ten-year evangelism plan and agreed to raise its support 
of the special home mission programme of evangelism. 


It also made plans to revise its committee membership and programme 
in order to better serve employed women. EPS, Geneva 
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Madagascar President Denies Bias Charges 


(Tananarive ) - The president of the Malagasy Republic has told a press con- 
ference here that the recent trials of a Protestant student and the editor 
of the country's leading Protestant journal on charges of "outrage" and 
"offence" against the government, had nothing to do with the faith of the 
individuals involved. (See EPS No. 7) 


M. Philibert Tsiranana, said that allegations that the trial was an 
attempt by the government to embarrass and intimidate the newspaper, and 
represented an indirect attack on the Protestant churches were completely 
without basis. 


As an example, he cited the fact that a Roman Catholic priest, Fr. 
Depuy Baudet, was recently expelled from the country. 


The president said both the trials and the expulsion order were the 
result of "affairs concerning the state and the respective faith of the 
persons involved did not enter into the question." 


The editor of the Protestant newspaper Fanasina, Mr. Paul Rakotovololona, 
and the student, Mr. Roger Andrianaly, were found guilty and fined after 
Fanasina printed the text of a resolution criticizing the government. The 
text was prepared by the Association of Malagasy Students in France, of 
which Mr. Andrianaly is the general secretary. EPS, Geneva 


Maxwell to Join WCC New York Staff 


(New York) - The Rev. Raymond E. Maxwell, a member of the Geneva, Switzer- 
land, staff of the World Council of Churches, has been named associate 
executive secretary in the United States for the Council. He will take up 
his new duties in the New York office April 1, 1962. 


Me. Maxwell has been Secretary for Orthodox Churches and Countries and 
the Near East of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service. He joined the Geneva secretariat of the World Council of Churches 


me 95.5.3 


A frequent traveller in Greece, Yugoslavia, Turkey and the Near Hast, 
Mr. Maxwell is intimately acquainted with the Hastern Orthodox Churches. 
He accompanied the World Council of Churches! Mission of Fellowship to 
Istanbul following the riots against the Greek community there in September, 
Ea55. in\ the fail of 1961 he attended the pan- Orthodox Conference in Rhodes 
as an observer. 


A member of the Protestant Episcopal clergy, he first went to Hurope 
in 1946, as relief director in Germany for Church World Service of the 
National Council of Churehes, USA. While still serving in this capacity, 
he was also - from 1949 to 1953 - deputy director for Germany of the World 
Council of Churches! Service to Refugees. 


Announcing the appointment, Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, executive secretary 
of the New York office of the WCC, said Mr. Maxwell will share in general 
supervision of the WCC's programme among member churches in the US, and 
because of his interest and competence in relationships between Protestant 
and Orthodox Churohes will give special attention to furthering mutual 
understanding between these two confessions. EPS, Geneva 


No. 9 - 9th Mareh, 1962 5 


US Group to Study Religion and Public Policy Issue 


(New York) - Four key issues in the area of religion and public policy have 
been picked for nation-wide study and discussion by the Council on Reli- 
gious Freedom and Public Affairs in its first meeting here. 


The Council, which is a part of the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews (NCCJ), directed the conference staff to sponsor regional and 
national institutes and to develop resource material on the following 
topics: religion and education; birth control and the law; the use and 
abuse of religion by secular movements; and proper and improper practices 
by religious groups in shaping public policy in a pluralistic society. 


These issues will be the first to receive attention in a four-year 
project on Religious Freedom and Public Affairs which was announced by the 
NOCJ last July. The project is designed to "raise the general level of 
public discussion and understanding among religious groups differing on 
issues of public concern." 


The nine-member Council, which serves as a policy-making body for the 
project, includes distinguished theologians, educators and prominent members 
of all the major religious groups. EPS, Geneva 


US and Russian Churchmen to Exchange Visits 


(Kansas City) - An exchange visit between US and Russian churchmen has been 
authorized by the General Board of the National Council of Churches. 


Thirteen Protestant and Eastern Orthodox church leaders from the United 
States will visit the Soviet Union as guests of the Russian Orthodox Church 
for about three weeks beginning August 25. A group of Russian churchmen 
will return the visit for a similar length of time in February, 1963. 


The exchange, approved unanimously by the General Board, is designed 
to “increase mutual understanding of church life and to further friendly 
relations between the churches of our two countries. 


Plans for it were made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, chief executive 
officer of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, and other NCC leaders 
on a visit to Russia following the World Council of Churches' Third Assembly 
late last year in New Delhi. 


It will be the second such exchange, The first occurred in 1956, when 
nine US churchmen made a ten-day visit to the USSR, and Russian churchmen 
visited the US for a similar period later the same year. 


J. Irwin Miller, NCC president and a layman of the Disciples of Christ, 
will head the delegation. Announcement of the exchange was made by Bishop 
John Wesley Lord, of the Washington, D.C., area of the Methodist Church, 
and a first vice-president of the National Council. 


Bishop Lord outlined a tentative agenda for the Moscow discussions. 
It included these topics: 


Contemporary theological trends in the churches of both countries; 
What the churches can do to advance peace in the world; and 


The bearing of the Christian Gospel on "science, social-economic 
concepts and practices, and the place of the individual in society." 
EPS, Geneva 
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Islamic Training for Muslims in Pakistan Christian Schools 


(Karachi) - Pakistan's central government was reported here to have instruc- 
ted all provincial governments to enforce a decision making Islamic religious 


instruction compulsory for all Muslim students attending Christian mission 
schools. 


Provincial officials were told to ensure that such religious instruction 
be given by competent and qualified Muslim teachers. The requirement of 
such classes is one of several steps taken in recent months to promote the 
religion throughout the country. 


Some Christian mission schools, it was reported, are having difficulty 
in complying with the government order because of lack of funds to hire 
Muslim teachers. After consultations, it was said, the government decided 
to make financial grants to those schoals. 


Pakistan is officially an Islamic state. About 85 per cent of the 
estimated 88,000,000 population are Muslims. The remainder include Hindus, 
Sikhs, Buddhists, and some 500,000 Christians. EPS, Geneva 


German Churches to Aid 18 Countries 


(Frankfurt) - Administrators of the German Evangelical "Bread for the World" 
campaign have voted here to allocate $1,100,000 to a number of assistance 
projects in 18 underdeveloped countries throughout the world. 


The projects include construction of a handicraft and agricultural 
centre in Tanganyika; a Christian medical college in India; an agricultural 
school in South Borneo; and the establishment of trade and handicraft 
centres in Hong Kong to provide jobs for Chinese refugees. 


Now in its third year, the relief drive is conducted under the auspices 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID)and the German Evangelical Free 
Churches. Funds collected during the campaign's first two years netted 
over $10,000,000 - more than any previous collection under Evangelical 
sponsorship. . EPS, Geneva 


Moscow Radio Denounces Fasts 


(Moscow) - Moscow Radio, in a broadcast said to have been prompted by 
enquiries from listeners, denounced religious fasts as "remnants of ne 
capitalist past and harmful to people". 


It charged that "religious leaders insist on their followers observing 
fasts so that they will become reconciled to conditions of poverty and 
hunger resulting from food shortages caused by the capitalist system of 
exploitation. 


"But religious leaders themselves never fast, and live instead in 
gluttony", the broadcast declared. 


It said fasting was "not only a spiritual corruption transforming the 
believer into an obedient servant, but also wears out the human frame. 
Fasts, like all other religious customs, bring only harm to people." 

EPS, Geneva 
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WCC Concludes Six-Year Study of Rapid Social Change 


(Geneva) - The conclusion of a six-year study by the World Council of 
Churches on Christian Responsibility for Rapid Social Change is marked by 
the publication of two volumes by study leaders. 


"Man in Rapid Social Change" is the title of the volume written by 
Professor Egbert de Vries, director of the Institute of Social Studies, the 
Hague, who was chairman of the study committee. ''The Churches and Rapid 
Social Change" has been written by the Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secre- 
tary of the WCC's Department on Church and Society, which conducted the 


-study. The publishers of both are Doubleday and Co., New Yorik,) and the 


Student Christian Movement Press, London. 


The programme involved the setting up of regional study projects 
including both laymen and clergy in Africa, Latin America, the Middle 
East, and Asia. Projects were conducted in India, Japan, Indonesia, Ghana, 


Liberia, Cameroun, Kenya, Northern Rhodesia, South Africa, Brazil and the 


River Plate areas of Uruguay, Argentina and Chile. 


Individual studies of conditions in each country are being used as the 
basis for further investigation by local groups. 


Dr. W. A. Visser !t Hooft, World Council general secretary, announcing 
completion of the study noted that the great number of early reviews of the 
two books demonstrates that the churches look to the World Council for new 
directions and guidance in their thinking about social questions. He said 
it was hoped the two volumes will stimulate further debate about issues 
raised and will be the basis of new and creative Christian action. 


The WCC's Department of Church and Society is preparing a follow-up 
study involving more intensive consideration of difficult ethical problems 
in areas of rapid social change, and a more exhaustive examination of the 
meaning of social change for western churches. EPS, Geneva 


Political Leaders Criticize Protestants! Statement on Border Recognition 


(Berlin) - A memorandum issued by eight prominent Protestants calling for 
abandonment of Gernany!s claim to territories east of the Oder-Neisse 
border has been strongly criticized by German political leaders. 


The memorandum demanded that the German people be brought to realize 
that the reunification of Germany cannot be achieved in the foreseeable 
future; normalizing of relations with Eastern European states; and the 
refusal to eguip the West German army with atomic weapons. 


Political leaders, while conceding that the menorandum was "well 
meant", charged that it failed to give due regard to "political and demo- 
cratic realities." 


Signers of the memorandum, which has no official status, included 
Prof. Ludwig Raiser, chairman of the Cernan Sciantific Council and a member 
of the Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (EKID); Dr. 
Joachim Beckmann, president of the Evangelical Church of the Rhineland; 

Dr. Klaus von Bismarck, director of the West German Radio, the largest net- 
work in the country; Professor of Physics, W.C. von Weizsaecker, of 
Goettingen, prominent leader in the Protestant students! movement; and 

Dr. Guenther Howe, prominent Lutheran physician and theologianiand a leader 
of the Evangelical Brotherhood of St. Michael. 
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The memorandum - known as the Tibingen memorandum, because it was 
drafted in that city - declared that "we cannot acquit any of sthe political 
parties from the charge that they deliberately keep the population in the 
dark about what it ought to know and instead pronounce what they believe 
the people like to hear.” 


Tt said recognition of the Oder-Neisse: border "could improve German 
relations with Poland and nake it easier for the Western powers to stand up 
for all other German interests." 


It also urged that the policy of German reunification be placed on a 
different basis, contending that after the world had lost confidence in 
Germany as a result of the Nazi regime, it has been dangerous to proclain 
as national in character the demand for the re-establishment of German 
unity within the 1937 borders. In the policy of the Western powers, it 
noted, mistrust of Germany is still "a latent, but nonetheless important 
Pacvar, 


A section dealing with armaments points to suspicions that the Bonn 
government is aiming at national control over atonic weapons. "The attempt 
to have national or European atomic arnaments, which would make us indepen- 
dent of America, seem to us to be a military illusion and a political danger", 
it said. It added that West Germany must fulfill its military obligations © 
‘within the Western alliance and should “abandon ideas of national prestige 
or power-politics inarmanent matters. . ." 


Critics of the statement challenged particularly the suggestion to 
recognize the Oder Neisse border and the proposal to establish diplomatic 
relations with Hastern countries, 


They said the Bonn government's refusal to recognize the border and 
thus yield the former East German territories to Poland was "no nationalist 
obstinacy, but an international right to renounce that which would not only 
be politically unwise, but also in conflict with the principles of self- 
deternination." Furthermore, they stated, it would "legalize the post-war 
wrong involved in expulsions of thousands of Germans from the territories." 
The border question can be settled only by a peace treaty, they commented. 


Officials of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID ) were quick to 
point out that the memorandum has no official status and does not express 
the church's official views. However, the church is expected to comment 
upon it shortly. EPS, Geneva 


Vatican Official Discusses Council with Orthodox Patriarch 


Vatican OQL©Ticial pis eu eo oe nnn 
(Istanbul ) - Msgr. Jan G. M. Willebrands, an official of the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity of the forthcoming Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, 
has called here upon Orthodox Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, reportedly 
to confer with him about sending observers to the Council. 


The Patriarch, according to Orthodox sources, replied that no decision 
could be given until after the subject was discussed by the Patriarchates' 
Holy Synod. 


Sources close to the Orthodox prelate said that no formal invitation 
was extended by Msgr. Willebrands, but that the possibility had been 
discussed. 


No. 9 - 9th March, 1962 9 


Later Msgr. Willebrands visited the newly-elected Greek Orthodox Arch- 
bishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece in Athens, reportedly about the 
same question. The Greek Primate was said to have advised the Vatican 
representative ‘that the matter would have to be taken up by the Greek 
Church!s Holy Synod. EPS, Geneva 


US Churchmen Ask Revision of US Immigration Systen 


(Kansas City) - The General Board of the National Council of Churches (USA) 
has adopted a statement urging elimination of "racial and cultural discrin- 
ination" in the country's immigration quota systen. 


Declaring that the US government's immigration law "neither reflects 
Christian concern adequately, nor furthers our national interest sufficiently", 
the Board suggested replacing the system, in which each country is assigned 
a given quota (based on the number of people from the country in the US in 


1920), with a list of four criteria which would have nothing to do with 
War Lona Origin. 


The four points would grant admission to persons "with occupational 
skills generally employable in the US"; persons "whose coming will tend to 
stimulate rather than jeopardize economic health and growth in the US"; 
persons in special need, "including those afflicted with ills and disabil- 
ites which make them a charge on the world's peoples"; and those persons 
whose admission would reunite families. 


The statement also proposed the enactment of permanent legislation 
which would provide for the admission of approximately 10,000 needy refu- 
gees each year over the quota allocations, and authorize the President to 
admit more in case o* emergencies, such as the 1956 Hungarian revolution. 

EPS, Geneva 


Berlin Wall Seen Symbcy of Spiritual Gulf 
(Miilhein ) ~ Provost Heinrich Gruber told a meeting here that the spiritual 


gulf between Bast and West Germany is much worse than the wall dividing 
Berlin, 


Addressing ea meeting at the Evangelical Acadeny, the Protestant 
leader, who was at one time the representative of the Evangelical Chureh in 
Germany (EKID) to the East German government, said that the Berlin wall is 
"only the symbol of the spiritual barbea wire" erected by both sides in the 
years since the war. 


"The Church shares responsibility for the wall", he said, "because we 
have not learned from the sins of our fathers. We have not found a new 
approach. The wall is the sign that the heritage of the Confessing Church 
has been betrayed." He urged the end of hatred on both sides and a willing- 
ness by the people in West Germany "to understand the spiritual plight of 
the people whon (East German president) Ulbricht has turned into custodians 
of oppression. 


"While it is not the Church's task to suggest political renedies, it 
is its duty to live in accordance with the teaching of the Sermon on the 
Mount", he stressed. EPS, Geneva 
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Orthodox Leader Sees Challenge in Russian Orthodox WCC Membership 


(Kansas City) - Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church in 
North and South America, has told the General Board of the National Council 
of Churches (USA) meeting here that the main significance of the admission 
of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council of Churches lies in 

the challenge it presents to the ecumenical body. 


"Will we be able to demonstrate in our ecumenical deliberations with 
them. . .the lucidity of thought and the clarity of expression which they 
demonstrate when they argue their points?" he asked. 


'We must", he added, "gird ourselves with an illumined, not a blind, 
faith in the ecumenical movement, and.at the same time be prepared to fight 
Pelee tt ; 
ve Discussing the admission of two Pentecostal groups from Chile into. the 
WCC, the Archbishop noted that "the World Council should become neither a 
super-church, nor an amalgamation of churches and sects, and eventually 
lose. . .both the respect and trust of its constituent members." 


The most important thing about the WCC's Third Assembly, at which these 
churches were admitted, he emphasized, was that "the spirit of God was 
there" and created "the.unique fellowship in which we-could call one another 
brother." | EPS, Geneva 


German Church Study Urges End of Bast-West Tensions 


ay - A statement issued here by the Evangelical Church in Germany 
EKID) exhorts Christians in both East and West Germany to study every 


~ possible way of .easing political tensions in the divided country and build- 


ing a spirit of brotherhood and reconciliation. 


Titled "Guidance in the Question of Peace" and drafted by the EKID's 
Theological Commission, the statement stresses the need for "ereating the 
basis of confidence which is indispensible for the conclusion of an effec- 
tive peace." The danger of war is so great, it emphasizes, that "as members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ we must never stop advocating peace, praying 
for peace, and doing whatever we can for peace in the spirit of repentence." 


The statement urges that the Church reject any request to identify 
itself with any political or propaganda service of either side. 


Addressing Christians in Bast Germany, the statement declared: that -the 
Church must tell the Rast that it is wrong to allege that NATO is simply: 
“an agression pact, while regarding the Warsaw Pact as a defence alliance, 
and to assert that serious disarmament efforts are being made only by the 
Socialist camp. "People who want peace cannot have a double standard," 

it asserted. . 


Speaking to churches in the West,.it said.that the Christian there 
"must not give nourishment, by for instance promoting a crusade ideology, 
to the suspicion that he entertains intentions of revenge and secks to 
remove a disapproved system by force." It adds that West German. Christians 
must be open to new developments in human society and the social order. 
They can not be governed solely by self-interest, but be ready to make 
sacrifices. 
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Turning to interriational politics, the statement declares that co-exis-| 
tence represents the only hope for peace. It adds: 


"However, this.means that both parts of Germany discontinue arming 
against each other, that constitutional rights such as freedom of speech 
and assembly, free elections, freedom of faith and conscience, and the proper} 
administration of justice be respected and practiced, that all slanderous 
and hateful propaganda be ended, that the press and literature be allowed ~ 
to be exchanged freely, and that jamming radio stations and hateful  broad- 
casts and other cold war’ methods disappear." 


' The statement concludes by exhorting individual’ believers to exemplify 
the practice of co-existence in their own lives by doing, "within their own 
range of life, what they believe should be done on national and international] 
levels." EPS, Geneva 


Serious Clergy Shortage Reported in Finnish Orthodox Church 


(Helsinki ) - A serious: shortage of clergy and a decline in interest in 
monastic life faces the Orthodox Church in Finland, according to a. statement 
issued here by Msgr. Paavali, Orthodox Archbishop. 


He reported only a dozen students enrolled in the Orthodox seminary, 
and & similar situation at the Orthodox Institute at the University of 
Helsinki. <A corollary problem, he said, is that neither the seminary nor 
the Institute provide facilities for advanced study.- An Orthodox- student: --9 
wishing to obtain a doctorate in theology must go abroad for study. : 


only two monasteries left, the average age of the monks is 70, and they all 
speak Russian. No ee: have applied for admission. He suggested that 

a new monastery which would be more attractive to younger men should be 
started,-but noted this i6 impossibie because Finnish law forbids the 
establishment of new monasteries. . 


cae 
Thé monastic life is also declining, he reported. He said there fara 
. 


The Archbishop reported that some 50 new Orthodox churches or chapels’ 
have been built in the country during the last 15 years. Total Orthodox 
population ini the country cre. (0,000. EPS, Geneva 


More Roman Catholic Priests Sought for Latin America 


(Rone ) - A special campaign to recruit and train more Roman Catholic 
priests for work in Latin America is under way in Europe and North America, 
according to "Pides", .the church's ‘missionary agency here. 


The agency reported that a serious shortage exists at present. There 
is an average of one priest for every 5,000 Catholics and only 5; ae stu- 
dents in Latin Anerican seminaries. | 


Several countries are participating in the effort to supply more a 
priests. Twenty thousand priests have recently gone from Spain, and Belgium — 
is training 42 teachers and 54 theological students. EPS, Geneva — 
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IN BRIEF 


The annual course for laymen will be held July 14-24 at the World 
Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, near Geneva,. Switzerland. 
Theme-18,"The Gifts of Grace and our Daily Work.” The curriculum will 
include lectures, study groups, and Bible study. 


* OMS “* 


Roman Catholics and Protestants met at Wassy, France, on March 1, for 
a joint service commemorating the four hundredth anniversary of the massacre 
of 1562 which started the religious wars in France. The decision to hold 
the service was taken following prayers for unity at a Roman Catholic mass 
and a Protestant service. The Protestant congregation met in a church built 
in the 19th century on the site of the barn in which the 1562 massacre 
occurred. 


* * * 


For the first time since the end of schism between Constantinople and. 
sofia, the Orthodox Patriarch of Sofia will visit the Ecumenical Patriarch 
On the same trip, the Sofia primate will also visit Orthodox leaders in 
Damascus, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Cyprus and Athens. 


o% * * 


The first in a series of regional conferences sponsored by the Prague 
Peace Conference was held this week at Driebergen, the Netherlands. Attend- 
ing were representatives from the USSR, Hungary, Rumania, and Czechoslovakia. 
Theme of the conference was "Meeting with East Europeans." 


* * * 


Dr. Paul B. Anderson, one of the US's foremost authorities on the Hast- 
ern Orthodox Churches, has joined the National Council of Churches (US) as 
a consultant. on relations with these and other ancient Hastern churches and 
with Russia and the Eastern European countries. An Episcopalian, 
Dr. Anderson had recently retired from the International Committee of the 
YMCA after an association of almost 50 years, many of them spent in Russia 
and burope. 


* * * 


Protestants in Urundi have increased by nearly one third since 1957, 
or from 69,000 to .92,300, according to latest statistics. However, they 
still constitute only a small minority of the country's total population. 


* * * 


The first issue of Concept, a new publication to promote ecumenical 
discussion on evangélisn,has been published by the Department of Evangelism 
of the World Council of Churches. The first issue, which is in English, 
includes articles on "Common Worship and the Renewal of the Church in Asia", 
"Worship in East Harlem", and "The Meaning of a Charismatic Congregation." 
Publication of a German version will begin in a few months and a French 
issue is planned at a later date. Enquiries should be sent tos World 
Council of Churches, Department on Studies in Evangelism, 17 route de 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. ; 
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Item is the name of a new monthly article service for local church 
magazines issued by Time and Tide, London publishers. The first article 
written by the Bishop of Middleton, the Rt. Rev. HE. R. Wickham, is entitled 
"The Church in the Life of the World." Others scheduled .include "The Down- 
town Church", "The Church in Kenya Today", and "Church Neighbourhood Groups". 


oy Ee * 


Delegates from nine countries have met in Buenos Aires for a nine-day 
strategy conference on the Methodist Church in Latin America - the first 
large-scale meeting of its kind in the Southern hemisphere. Aim of the 
conference’ is to: bring SaBarnoE a11 Methodist. leaders and workers: in the 
area to study the life the Church and pla n future missionary expansion. 


% % * 


The problem of the practical versus the theological in Japanese semin- 
ary education will be the theme of a three-day conference, Agri s=55) in 
Karuizawa. The conference will be sponscred by the Seminary Committee of 
the, United Church of Christ: in de apan, The United Church has relationships 
with seven Japanese seminaries. Basic seminary education consists of a 
three-year course after a me as of two years of college preparation. A 
Seminary graduate is elegible to take the examination for ordination after 
he has completed three years of pastoral work. — 


* * * 


Members of the Reformed Church and Roman Catholics in Tananarive , 
Madagascar, are holding a series of informal meetings to exchange views on™ 
a variety of subjects. The meetings were arranged as the result of contacts 
made during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. ‘Subject discussed at 
the last. meeting was "The Place .of the Laity in the Life of the Church", 


x * x 
A shortage of pastors is the major problem facing. the Lutheran Church 
of Sweden, Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren told a recent meeting. He reported 


that last year 238 pastorates fell vacant and only 108 pastors were avail- 
able. to fall them. Phe remaining 220 remain unoccupied. 


x % % 


The Executive Committee of the World Presbyterian Alliance has scheduled 
its next meeting, August 26-30, at Ibadan, Nigeria. The site was chosen 
to permit the Committee. to participate in a Consultation of West African 
Reformed Churches and "to. share in the crucial concerns of African 
Christians 2." 


* * * 


The Netherlands Supreme Court has upheld’a ruling forbidding public... 
processions. The Court declared that the ruling does not affect personal 
freedom or freedom of worship but is intended “to avoid possible causes of 
tension and disturbance, which might give rise to irregular conduct". 


* x * 


The students’ church at the new university to be built at Keele, near 
Manchester, England, will have separate chanels for Anglican, . Catholic, and 
Protestant worship. There will also be private counselling rooms for 
students of each confession, EPS, Geneva 
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Statement released by the CCIA Chairman and Director 
on the announcement of President Kennedy's decision 


to resume nuclear weapons testing in the atmosphere 


President Kennedy has announced that the United States is going to 
resume the testing of nuclear weapons in the atmosphere. We fully accept 
that the reasons given for this is the conviction that the USSR made sub- 
stantial gains in the nuclear weapons field when it unilaterally resumed 
atmospheric testing last fall and that the balance of deterrent capability 
on which peace today tenuously rests is thus endangered. Nevertheless, we 
as officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs would 
be failing in our duty if we remained silent, av this, time. 


The Committee on International Affairs at the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in New Delhi endorsed the "statements already 
issued by the officers of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs regretting the nuclear tests by France and the resumption of nuclear 
tests by the Soviet Union." It stated further: 


While fully appreciating that the latter development has put 
the government of the United States in a very difficult position, 
the fervent hope is expressed that they will not find it necessary 
to embark on atmospheric tests. 


We regret very much that, on the basis of scientific and military 
analyses, the resumption of tests in the atmosphere is deemed essential to 
security. Any form of testing by the United States without international 
consent or control will almost surely lead to further and similar action by 
the Soviet Union. The armaments race 1s thus accelerated and the risk of 
war with catastrophic destruction enlarged. While health hazards from tests 
may not be so immediately serious as at one time thought, the potential 
danger in any increase of radio-active material cannot be overlooked. The 
following statement made and repeated by the World Council of Churches at 
various times since 1957 is highly relevant: 


We must ask whether any nation is justified in deciding on 
its own responsibility to conduct such tests, when the people 
of other nations in all parts of the world who have not agreed 
may have to bear the consequences. 


We reiterate the fervent hope that international relations may improve 
so soon and go much as to make it unnecessary for the United States to carry 
out its decision to resume atmospheric tests. lkven if this be not so, the 
decision should be kept under steady review, and should be reversed if the 
continuance of tests is seen to carry greater risks than their cessation. 

In "An Appeal to All Governments and Peoples" the New Delhi Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches stated: 


To halt the race in arms is imperative. Complete and general 
disarmament is the accepted goal, and conerete steps must be 
taken to reach it. Meanwhile, the search for a decisive first 
step, such as the verified cessation of nuclear tests, should 
be pressed forward despite all obstacles and setbacks. 


We trust that the nuclear powers will with urgency take positive and 
co-operative action to break the present impasse. World conscience must be 
stirred and world public opinion consolidated in order that conditions may 
be favourable to a resumption of negotiations designed to bring about 
speedily a reliable agreement to cease tests. 

Kenneth 0. Grubb, Chairman 
0. Frederick Nolde, Director 
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Churches Exoress Concern for Disarmament Parley Success 


(Geneva) - The concern of Christians for the success of the United Nations 
sponsored disarmament conference which opened here on Wednesday is expressed 
in a letter sent to the heads of the delegations of the 18 participating 
nations by World Council of Churches official, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde. 


The letter said that "the peoples of the world have suffered many 
disappointments in the course of the twentieth century as their leaders met 
+o seek effective disarmament. Yet they cling to the hope that sufficient 
agreement may happily be reached before the hour is too late". 


The letter lists five points which it says "can serve to dispel the 
suspicion which thwarts agreement on the technical steps towards disarma- 
ment”, These ares 


"_ that, while responsibility for progress rests peculiarly upon 
the major powers, all governments - whether large or small - have 
a contribution to make and an obligation to meet; 


- that, as a manifestation of goodwill and a measure to relieve 
tension, governments promptly take such unilateral action bearing 
on disarmament as need not unduly endanger security nor prejudice 
forms of inspection and control; 
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- that, while utilizing the agreement reached between the Soviet 
Union and the United States on Principles of Disarmament and 
:subsequently approved by the United Nations General Assembly, 
steps be pressed without hesitation but also without rancour 

to ascertain where the same words and phrases are interpreted 
differently and where they command agreement; 


- that, while vital points of principle are at stake for all 
concerned, diligent and sincere effort be made to understand 
the differencesas well as their motivation and to seek a 
viable accommodation; 


- that, concurrently with concentration on disarmament, govern- 
ments seek to co-operate in resolving political disputes which 
threaten the peace, in advancing a strategy of eccnomic develop- 
ment for countries in need, and in opening the doors to permit 


people to be related to people in an open society of friendship 
and goodwill." 


The letter further quotes from the Appeal to All Governments and 
Peoples adopted by the recent Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
in New Delhi, India. 


In the Appeal the Assembly declared that: 


"Po halt the race in arms is imperative. Complete and general disarma- 
ment:is the accepted goal, and concrete steps must be taken to reach it. 
Meanwhile, the search for a decisive first step, such as the verified 


cessation of nuclear tests, should be pressed forward despite all obstacles 
and setbacks." 


Dr. Nolde is director of the World Council's Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. The World Council has a membership of 197 
churches of the Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic confessions 
in more than “) countries, including all of the 18 countries represented at 
the Disarmament Conference. (See full text of the letter appended. ) 
EPS, Geneva 


Archbishov of Canterbury to Visit Ecumenical Patriarch 


(London) -~ Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, the Archbishop of Canterbury, has 
accepted an invitation from the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul to visit 
him in May. 


Dr. Ramsey plans to fly to Istanbul on May 2 and remain there as the 
guest of the Patriarch until May 6. While in Istanbul the Archbishop will 
also pay a call on the Patriarch of the Armenians in Turkey, His Beatitude 
Shnork Kaloustian. 


He will return to London via Greece, where he will call on the Arch- : 
bishop of Athens and All Greece, and will deliver a lecture in the University 
of Athens. 


Plans for the visits were made when the Archbishop attended the recent 
Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches in New Delhi, India. 


The announcement noted that there is "a long tradition of friendship 
between the Orthodox and Anglican Churches". The Archbishop clearly hopes 
by these personal contacts to pave the way for theological discussions 
between the two churches. On their side, the Orthodox Churches decided 
at the Pan-Orthodox Conference last year at Rhodes, to include the question 
of further rapprochement with churches of the Anglican Communion on the 
agenda for their next conference. 
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A spokesman said Dr. Ramsey also hopes to accept a similar invitation 
tendered at the Assembly by the Russian Orthodox Church to visit Moscow 
later this year. In July 1956, when Archbishop of York, Dr. Ramsey led a 
delegation of thelogians of the Church of England to Moscow for a theological 
conference with the Russian Orthodox Church. 


Dr. Ramsey is also scheduled to visit the United States for about a 
month starting October 12, to address the Episcopal House of Bishops at its 
annual meeting in Columbia, S.C. EPS, Geneva 


Japan _ and Korea to Exchange Youth Teams 


(Tokyo) - Plans for the exchange of teams of Christian youth leaders between 
Japan and Korea have been announced here by the Youth Commission of the 
National Christian Council of Japan. 


Designed to "increase the fellowship. . .and work towards reconcilia- 
tion" between the two countries, the scheme calls for a team of eight 
Japanese youth leaders to go to Korea some time within the next few months 
to meet young people and talk with church officials. Later a team of five 
Korean youth leaders will visit Japan for similar talks. 


Announcing plans for the visits, which were developed at the Commission's 
National Youth Leaders! Conference held recently at Izu, Commission officials 
observed that the churches of Japan and Korea are "near together geographi- 
cally, separated only by the Sea of Japan, but they are far apart emotionally, 
separated by the deep gulf of misunderstanding which stems in large part 
from Japan's occupation of Korea from 1904 to 1945". 


However, they noted, the present generation of youth does not necess- 
arily share their feelings. The youth at the Izu conference decided that 
"the place to start. . .was in establishing relations between the Christian 
young people of the two countries; in reconciliation of adults in, the 
churches; and in deepening fellowship with Koreans living in Japan, often 
under conditions of discrimination". 


Following up the scheme, the Commission announced that the theme of 
the Annual Youth Week observance in May will be Korean-Japanese friendship. 
EPS, Geneva 


Three-Way Theological Talks Begun in Bast Africa 


(Moshi, Tanganyika) - Lutherans have begun theological talks with Anglicans 
and Moravians in Bast Africa, according to a press release issued here by 
this country's Federation of Lutheran Churches. 


It said that in February discussions were initiated with both groups 
and plans were laid for their continuance during the rest of 1962 and the 
beginning of 1963. 


The opening series of talks of two days at Dar-es-Salaam with the 
Moravians dealt with the sacraments in their relation to the doctrine of 
the Church. The following two days, the doctrine of the ministry was 
similarly discussed with both the Anglicans and Moravians at Tabora. 
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An adopted schedule provides for future theological consultations with 
both groups during the latter part of May, at Dodoma, Tanganyika, in July 
in Kenya, and early in 1963, again in Tanganyika. 


In the chair at the February talks was the head of the Evangelical 
(Lutheran) Church of North-western Tanganyika, Bishop Bengt Sundkler, of 


Bukoba. BPS,Geneva 


de Vries Urges Massive Eff 


Dr. ort to Feed Hungry 


(London) ~ A massive effort towards increasing world food production to meet 
expanding population needs has been called for here by Dr. Egbert de Vries, 
rector of the Institute of Social Studies, the Hague. 


Delivering the thirtieth Burge Memorial Lecture here, Dr. de Vries 
asked for a doubling of the programme of foreign aid; a tripling of the 
training programmes for agricultural workers, and the establishment of a 
world food policy and a world development programme. He also urged study 
of the balance between population and food supply, especially in tropical 

areas. 


"Desperate shortages" exist in the world today, especially in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America, he told his audience, and the sometimes heard 
optimistic predictions of the world's ability to feed twenty billion people 
are "burdened by such a degree of uncertainty that they become speculative 
rather than scientific". 


Of the three components needed to eradicate hunger, he said, there was 
most chance of securing capital resources "if governments cared to deploy 
them", but he expressed concern that securing skilled personnel and the 
proper organization would be more difficult. 


"But what is the use of scientific knowledge '' he asked, "if there is 
nobody to convince farmers that they can profit by its application? What is 
the use of rapidly increasing investments if farmers are not equipped, 
financed and instructed, or if incentives are missing through outmoded struc- 
tures of land tenure, lack of roads from farm to market, and lack of machines?" 


Speaking of organization, Dr. de Vries noted that no effective means has 
yet been devised to channel food services from highly developed countries. to 
new countries, or to get food and agricultural products to world markets at 
reasonable and stable prices. 


Dr. de Vries, a prominent Protestant layman, is chairman of the Rapid 
Social Change Study of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Rules Given for Roman Catholic, Protestant Conversations 


(London) - Roman Catholic Archbishop John Heenan of Liverpool has outlined 
eight rules to help Roman Catholics in fostering Christian Shakya ans taney” 
pastoral letter read in the churches of his archdiocese. 


The Archbishop declared that: "The legacy of hatred of 400 years can- 
not, of course, disappear in as many days, but the climate has changed. We 
do not live at enmity with others merely because they practise a different 
religion." He said he prepared the rules because "any false steps taken 
now would have to be retracted later, and this could lead to renewed 
bitterness". 


The suggested rules were as follows: 


"i, Never accuse non-Catholics of being in bad faith. God judges both 
them and us. Assume that members of other religions are at least as sincere 
as ourselves in their beliefs. 


"2, Always keep calm when the ignorant attack what they wrongly believe 
to be Catholic doctrine. 


"3, Be ready to answer questions about the Faith, but never argue if 
you are unable to keep your temper. 


"A, In discussions with non-Catholics, never, in an effort to please, 
pretend that differences in doctrine do not matter. That would be insincere 
and untrue. 


"5, Don't deny that the Catholic Church claims to be the one true 
Church. But don't allege that only Catholics can be real Christians. This 
is not only false but absurd. 


"6, Christian charity does not require us to take part in the worship 
of other religions, but we should not be more Catholic than the Pope. We 
may recite publicly the Lord's Prayer and the Apostles! Creed with other 
Christians. We may also pray with them in private. That is a different 
matter from taking part in public worship in which we do not believe. 


"7, Join with non-Catholics in working for the good of the whole 
community. In the social services, trade unions and political parties 
Catholics should give an example of public spirit. 


"8, While fostering Christian unity we must never forget our duty of 
bringing all men to a knowledge of the truth. Remember that the tragedy 
of England is not that many Christians are not Catholics but that so many 
Citizens have no religion at all." EPS, Geneva 


LCA Asked to Endorse Plans for New Co-operative Agency 


(Chicago) - The Lutheran Church in America will be asked at its constituting 
convention to endorse plans for a new co-operative Lutheran agency for 
common theological study and Christian service. 


The new agency, if approved, would be more inclusive than the present 
National Lutheran Council. Plans for it call for the nenbership of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which is not an NLC member, although it 
co-operates in some NLC activities. 


The new Lutheran Church in America will be established as a 4,200 ,000- 
member body at Detroit, Mich., June 28-July 1, by merger of the United, 
Augustana, Finnish Evangelical (Suomi Synod),and American Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches. 


At a recent meeting here commissioners of the four uniting churches 
adopted a recommendation asking the LCA to "record itself as favouring the 
formation of an inclusive inter-Lutheran agency in the United States Od 
America". 


The LCA's approval of the proposal for a new co-operative association, 
it was stressed by the Commission on Lutheran Unity, will be contingent 
upon like action by the American Lutheran Church of 2,306,000 members and 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod of 2,469,000 members. Otherwise, the 
proposal will be abandoned. 


“ J 
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If the three major denominations. act.favourably at..their .conventions 
this year, they will. join in an invitation to all Lutheran church bodies in 
the US to participate in the planning and formation of the. new association, 


As-agreed upon in conversations between the representatives of the 
NLC's participating bodies and the Missouri: Synod, the organization would 
serve as a Lutheran inter-church agency for common theological study and 


Christian | service. ag . EPS , ‘Geneva 


United Aid for Algeria Planned 
(Geneva) - Proposals for a united and expanded Christian relief and rehabili- 
tation programme in Algeria to be put into operation following the ceagse~ 


fire have been considered at. a meeting here of BEES NG AR Sit of a score of 


international organizations 


Convened.by the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service, the meeting decided on broad outlines of a 
new ageney - Christian Committee for Service in Algeria - which would serve 
as the co-ordinating body for work in the country. Precise plans are still 


“to be worked out, depending upon the situation following the cessation of 


hostilities and +A opportunities opening for service. 


Attending the meeting were representatives of the Lutheran World. 


Federation, the Brethren Service Commission, the Mennonite Service Committee, 


the World Alliance of YMCAs, the World YWCA, the American Friends! Service 
Committee, the British Council of Churches, the German Church Inner Mission 
and Relief Agency, the Church of Geneva, the United Presbyterian Church in 
the USA, and CIMADE, relief agency of the Protestant and Orthodox Churches 
in’ France. EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Barth Gives Last Lecture 


(Basel) - Dr. Karl Barth has delivered his last lecture at the University 
of Basel on the subject of "love". The famed Swiss theologian, who is 76, 
is retiring after more than 27 years as. professor of theqlogy’ EROPG4 i: * 


In his concluding lecture, Dr. Barth told his class that theological » 
work is certain only where it is carried out in love, but that it is no mere 
chance that the apostle Paul used the word agape, not the word eros. 


"In both uses of the word", he said, "love means seeking someone else 
with one's whole heart, but hewie in the agape sense can also mean being free 
for that other person, because one has oneself received freedom. This love 
is sovereign, long-suffering and patient."' To compare agape and eros, he 
added:is "like comparing Mozart and Beethoven. In theology cros cannot be 
the dominating principle; it can only be the ‘servant of theology". 


No successor. has. yet been named to replace Dr. Barth. The University's 


Board was known to have favoured German theologian Dr. Helmut Gollwitzer, 


ot. Berlin, but his name was withdrawn after the Basel City Council of Educa- 
tion protested against the selection because of his alleged. pro-Communist 
leanings. (See EPS No. 28, 1961) “EPS, Geneve 
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Clarification of Pope's Stand on Vernacular Asked 


(The Hague) = A group of prominent Roman Catholic priests and laymen has 
asked the Dutch hierarchy to clarify whether or not a recent apostolic 


constitution issued by Pope John XXIII precludes the use of the vernacular 
in the liturgy of the church. 


In a letter to the bishops they said the constitution entitled Veteryw 
Sapietia has been interpreted by some commentators, especially in Rome, as} 
barring any changes in the language of the liturgy. In this document the 
Pope forbade efforts to supplant Latin as the language of the church. 


The letter says that the constitution has also given the impression 

hat the question will not come up for discussion before the Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council. The signers declared that many have come to think thaq 
all hope for an appeal to the Council for greater use of the vernacular mu@ 
now be abandoned, "as if the matter had already been decided". — . 


The letter asked’ the bishops, therefore, "to do everything possible tq 
clarify the: position for Dutch Catholics" and.to seek further elucidation 
when the Second Vatican Council convenes. . 


Signers included L. Baas,° president of Dutch Catholic’ Action, Profle sas 
F. Tellegen, former Catholic Action president, Professor W. Pompe, past 
president of the graduate division of Pax Romana, and other professors, 
writers and Catholic Action leadérs. EPS, Geneva 


Bomb Damages French SCM Offices 


(Montpellier) - Considerable damage was done. to offices of the Student 
Christian Movement here when a plastic bomb was exploded, presumably by 
Secret Army Organization (OAS) terrorists. No one was hurt. — 


The Movement has been outspoken in its condemnation of OAS tactics 
and is noted for its support of Algerian students: in France. "7 iro. Geney 


South African Educator Named to WCC Post 


(Geneva) ~ Dr. Zacharaiah K. Matthews, South African lawyer and educator, 
has been named the first Africa Secretary for the World Council of Churches 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Dr. Matthews has a long record of service to his country. From 1936-9 
1947, he was the African representative to the National Representation 
Council, an organization set up by Premier Jan Christian Smuts to review 
proposed legislation. He is a former professor uf sucial anthropology, ang 
-native law and administration at the University College of Fort Hare. Lut 
he servedas its vice-principal and for one year as its principal. He is ¥ 
vice-president of the South African Institute of Race Relations and the 
author of "Social Relations in a Common South African nocte ty sn 1960, 
he was the representative of his church, the Church of the Province of i 
south Africa (Anglican), to the WCC-convened conference on race relations 7 


in South Africa held at Cottesloe. Most recently he has been in private 
law practice. 


= 
% 
In the ICA post Dr. Matthews will be concerned with the development Gf 
relations between WCC member churches in Africa, and the direction of reli# 
and long-term inter-church aid programmes on the Continent. He is expected 
to leave Cape Town soon to take up his new post at WCC headquarters here. | 
EPS, Geneva 
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Algerian Archbishop Asks Mutual Forgiveness 


(Algeirs) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Algeria, Msgr. DuVal, has 
appealed for an end to the hatred and hostility in Algerian Mans SS 


"Algeria has suffered too much. Let its long Calvary come to an end 
now with mutual forgiveness, reconciliation, and a sincere desire for 
friendship", he declared in a radio address. 


"I am concerned specifically with our spiritual mission", he said, 
"and I should be seriously failing in my duty if I did not draw attention 
_to some of the demands of the law of God." He continued: 


-"No consideration whatsoever could condone the crimes, thefts, destruc- 
tions and assassinations. .. It is all the more odious to pretend that 
acts of this kind can help defend the values of civilization. They are the 
direct. negation of the Christian ideal and of all morality. .« . Vengence 
‘is a passion unworthy of man. Anyone guilty of committing acts of vengence 
places himself in conflict with God. The innocent blood unjustly shed cries 
SG ll hn a ul 


But, he added, "all can perhaps still be saved. . .through mutual confi- 
dence. . Feelings of brotherhood are still alive in many hearts.'. . These 
must be translated into attitudes and acts. .. It is extremely urgent that 


we abandon our fratricidal struggles and work together for the common good." 


EPS, Geneva 


Laymen Protest Action on Worker-Priests 


(Paris) - A group of Catholic laity described as coming from "working class 
‘homes" has strongly protested the intervention of two Roman Catholic prelates 
seeking to stop the work of two worker-priests and place them in regular 
parish work. 


Témoignage Chrétien, a Roman Catholic weekly published here, says that 
the laymen sent a letter attacking the "bourgeois behaviour" of the Church 
to the Bishop of Grenoble after he and the Archbishop of Toulouse sought to 
remove the worker-priests from their jobs. The letter said in part: 


"Our suffering is this contradiction between words and action, this 
tremendous contradiction between the Gospel of Christ and the life of the 
Church as it appears to the workers. . . We think sadly of Christ visiting 
the prostitutes and publicans of the Christ who came also for us, and whom 
the Church’ withholds from us." 


Témoignage Chrétien commented that although "the worker-priest experi- 
ment has been stopped. . .some experiments are still continuing quietly". 
It said that it was not clear whether the decision in question was ordered 
by the Vatican or was a local measure. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


4 The ninth station for Baptist work among Italians in northern Switzer- 
land has been-opened in Thalwil. In charge of the programme are the Rev. 

. Sergio Corda and Mrs. Corda, who is a native of Zurich. Their work, started 
in early 1961, is supported by the Baptist Union of Italy. :- There are an 
estimated 400,000 Italians in Switzerland, most of them seasonal workers. 
Other stations are located at St. Gall, Amriswi, Wangi, Wetzikon, Wald, 


and Moutier. 
¥* * * 


' ; “ ~, 
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Four languages - Greek, Italian, Spanish,-.and German - were-used in a 
two-hour ecumenical service held recently at the Protestant Paulus Kirche 
in Stuttgart, Germany. The church's congregation invited nationals of 
other countries working in the city to join the service which concluded 
with the consecration of a Greek Orthodox priest by Archbishop Athenagoras 
of London. ) : | ! 


oe x x 


The visit of two Old Catholic prelates to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in Istanbul has been announced. The Archbishop of. the Netherlands, “the 
Most Rev. Andreas Rinkel, and the Bishop in Switzerland, the Rt. Rev. Urs 
_ Kury, will visit. the Patriarch at the end of this month. | : 


* % * 


Religious radio programmes will be beamed to Asia by a new. broadcasting 
station to be set up in Sydney, Australia, under auspices of the Christian 
Broadcasting Association, a Protestant organization. 


x * * 


Roman Catholic statistics report an increase of ten per cent in the 
number of Protestants in Latin America. The figure is now 13+300;000 
Protestants, according to the.Catholic Episcopal Conference of Latin America 


* * x 


The Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) has appointed Dr. Edmund 
Schlink, professor of systematic theology at Heidelberg University, to... 
undertake a thorough study of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, schedul 
ed-to open October 11. The study has been welcomed by Cardinal Bea, directo 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Unity, who has assured him full Vatican 
support. rofessor Schlink begins his work this month and will visit Rome 
regularly in coming months. 


Questions relating to the ecumenical purpose and inter-confessional 
nature of the YMCA and YWCA will be. considered in a joint consultation of. 
the two movements, July 8-12, at St. Cergue, Switzerland. "Y" leaders will 
Share statements of policy, compare experiences and problems, and seek to 
define their role in changing conditions, particularly as it differs from 
that of the churches, Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholicswill share 
in the conference leadership. 


* * i 


The famous 10th century Orthodox monastery at Rila, Bulgaria has been 
"nationalized" and will be turned into a tourist centre, according to a 
government announcement. Eee é EPS, Geneva 


WORLD COUNCIL PUBLICATIONS 


As a. service to EPS readers a list of World Council publications issued 
in 1961 is appended. For information about earlier publications and period- 
icals write to: Publications Office, World Council of Churches, 17 route 
de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


DOCUMENT 


(Text of the letter to heads of the 18 delegations to the. 
Geneva Disarmament Conference from: Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, 
director of the Commission of.the Ghurches on International 

Affairs of the World Council of Churches.) 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs seeks to 
reflect to you as a delegate to the Geneva Disarmament Conference -the 
concern of Christians around the world that at long last some progress 
may be made in reversing the armaments spiral and in relieving mankind 
of the threat of devastating war. Our Commission is an agency of the 
World Council of Churches whose member churches are located in over sixty 
countries including all the eighteen countries named to participate in 
this Conference. Their distinctive world fellowship provides a potential 
which can help to bridge the gulf so often created by political and 
diplomatic differences. 


The Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches was in session 
at New Delhi at the time when the 16th General Assembly of the United 
Nations in New York approved the plan to bring together 18 governments 
in a Disarmament Conference. Many of the New Delhi actions had signifi- 
cance for the improvement of international relations. Permit me to suggest 
as some of their implications for the task immediately ahead: ne 


- that, while responsibility for progress rests peculiarly upon 
the major powers, all governments - whether large or small - have a 
contribution to make and an obligation to meet; 


that, as a manifestation of goodwill and a measure to relieve tension, 
governments promptly take such unilateral action bearing on disarmament as 
need not unduly endanger security nor prejudice forms of inspection and 
control; 


- that, while utilizing the agreement reached between the Soviet 
Union and the United States on Principles of Disarmament and subsequently 
approved by the United Nations General Assembly, steps be pressed without 
hesitation but also without rancour to ascertain where the same words and 
phrases are interpreted differently and where they command agreement; 


- that, while vital points of principle are at stake for all 
concerned, diligent and sincere effort be made to understand the differences 
as well as their motivation and to seek a viable accommodation; 


- that, concurrently with concentration on disarmament, governments 
seek to co-operate in resolving political disputes which threaten the 
peace, in advancing a strategy of economic development for countries in 
need, and in opening the doors to permit people to be related to people 
in an open society of friendship and goodwill. 


Factors such as these strike at the roots of today's dilemma, for 
positive action along these lines can serve to dispel the suspicion which 
thwarts agreement on the technical steps towards disarmament. An Appeal 


to All Governments and Peoples, of which a copy is herewith enclosed, 
adopted by the World Council of Churches at New Delhi holds: 


"To turn back from the road towards war into the paths 
of peace, all must renounce the threat of force. This calls 
for an end to the war of nerves, to pressures on small countries, 
to the rattling of bombs. It is not possible to follow at the 
same time policies of menace and of mutual disarmament. 
BOE 


"To halt the race in arms is imperative. hGempLate and | 
general disarmament is ‘the accepted goal, and concrete steps. 
must be taken to reach it. Meanwhile, the search for a 
decisive first step, such as the verified cessation of nuclear 
tests, should be pressed forward despite all obstacles and 
setbacks." 


The peoples of the world have suffered many disappointments in the 
course of the twentieth century as their leaders met to seek effective - 
disarmament. Yet they cling to the hope that sufficient agreement may 
happily be reached. before the hour is: too late. Although disillusioned = 
by past failures, they will look expestantly to the Geneva Conference on 
Disarmament which is now convening. More than that, ree will pray for 
its success.’ : . 


SEE Sete yours, 


Dy ie a9 Nolde 


-13 March, 1962 
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CHRONOLOGICAL 
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Printed documents are underlined. All other documents are 
mimeographed. 
Prices are indicated. 


Orders should be addressed to the Publications Office, World 
Gouncil of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. - 
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Jesus Christ, the Light of the World 
World Council of Churches Third Assembly 


New Delhi 1961 idevaeyonh ad Obi 7 a 

German edition: 

Jesus Christus, das Licht der Welt BO pi. 61 G/ 1 

French edition: 

Jésus-Christ, lumicre du_monde 80 pp. Gl BAe 
Price per copy: OW.Ffr. 2,--; 38+; 50 ¢ : 


Discount prices after lo copies 


Orthodoxy. A Faith and Order Dialogue. 79 pp 
(FOC Paper)No. 30) Sw.Fr. 3,-; 45.6d.; $ 1.00 61 E/ 2 


Ecumenical Institute, Bossey near Céligny: 
Programme: 1961, 13 pp. no charge 
available also in German and French 61 EGF/ 3 


Survey of Ecumenical Work Camps 1960, 8 pp- no charge 61 B/S 4 


Ecumenical Work Camps - 1961 | 
available also in German and French. Folder, no charge 61 EGF/ 5 


Boumeni¢al Youth News, No.-l- 7. ~ 4-9 pp each 61 B/ 6 


Current Developments in the Eastern European Churches. . Gi. as 
4 copies a year, per copy: Sw Fr. 1,50; PSs vOd. LO tes 
- About 40 pp. each 
Background Information for Church and Society, No. 27: 
Racial and Ethnic Tension: Political Implications in 
International Affairs, by Philip Mason 
The Student Sit-In Protest Movement: Implications 
for Race Relations in the United States, by Herman H. Long 
Caste in Transition, by A.P. Barnabas 
The White Australia Policy and the Christian, by 
M.G. Wyllie and Alan Walker 
Maori and Pakeha: Race Relations Problem in New Zealand, 
by J.-G. Laughton 
The Church in Africa amidst Racial and Ethnic Tensions, by-_. 
" Henry F. Makulu. ‘ a 
| 7°34 ppe Sw-Fr. 1,50; 258.6d.; 40 ¢ 61 A 
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Women of Africa, by Max. Warren. 7 pp. rp 
Shiaval omy Mor-rpreleien tee va gives 
Commission on Faith and Order: Minutes of the Commission 


eS me ne ame nce oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ne Sao Se) eae eee 


Meeting, St. andrews, Scotland, . August I960. 142 pp. 
(FOC Paper No. 31) Sw. ae 4, pleis 7S. 6d.;.% Hasta 8 


One Lord, One Baptisn. Report of Ns Divine Trinity and 


Ze — ins dagen ear ees oe 


the Unity of the-Church and Report’ on the Meaning of 


Baptism, by the Theolosical Commission on Christ. aC i Henk es: 
Church. SCM Press, London (f0C Paper No. 29) TIDE TA Gere on. 


(American edition: Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis) © 


To “be: ordered from the che Sublishers 


Habe. in ‘Beclesia. An Houmenical Bibliography on the Réle of 


a ae tealalineatchady the etieieeetael 


~ the Laity in the Life and Mission of the Church 
Offset—Print, lo? po. Swsirs.4,-43)68.2 41,00 


CCIA brief: No. 7:The Changing Face of the United Nations, 


March L961) Apo. 


Noca SCO. bak Policy and Programme., nee ones LIGI Tops 


no charge 


Mission in South Africa. Report of: ‘the World Council of 
Churches April/December 1960. Prepared by the WCC 
Delegation to the Consultation in December 1950. 

7 36 PD» PP. 0,603) 1S.5 9 0, a>) 


Mission en Afrique du Sud, Aen a: leneas | 
Rapport sur la mission du Conseil, oecumenique Gee six 


Egiises en Afrique du Sud, rédigé par la délégation du 


oy re o. & La reunion Bega eee de décembre 1950. 
at: Pe Sw,Pr. 0,50 


Der Auftrag in Beeb ee foot Meee dees 1960. 
Vorbereitet von der Delegation des Okumenischen Rates 
der Kirchen bei der Konsultation im Dezember 1960. 
30 S. Sw.Fr./DM o,50 


Occasional Papers — from the’ Youth Department 
NG Lo pp. single copies free of charze 


Evanston to. New Delhi. 1954-1961. Report of the Central 
Committee to the ‘Third Assembly of the WCC, 288 pp. 


| 61 
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Evanston Neu-Delhi. 1954-1951. Bericht des Zentralaus- 


French edition: ~~ : 
Evanston Nouvelle-Delhi. 1954- isi spen Rapport _ du Comité. 


Central fel a. ‘troisiéme. Assemblée du C.0e. 
OOH Dg OW. ane 8y~— 


Ye: Are Baptized. A Study) of Baptism. and Confirmation. 
Liturgies as the Initiation to the eS of the 


Laity --.by Lukas Vischer. 49 op. Sw.Fr. 3,--358. 3% BiG 


Law, Polity. and the Reunion of the Church - . 
by William § iahes ctellow. (FOC Paper No. 32)-  3o:. DD. 
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Report «f the Consultation. held. at “Uplends", 
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German Churches Face Consequences of Berlin's Split 


(Berlin) - The political division of Berlin has made it necessary to hold 
two separate synods of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. About 
150 members from East Berlin and Brandenburg have met at Weissensee, while 
on the other side of the Berlin "wall" 85 members from West Berlin have held 
parallel discussions at Spandau. 


The report of the Church Board, read aloud at both synods, stressed 
that the two sections of the church still belong together but did not conceal 
that in future they will be cbliged to act independently of one another. 


In East Berlin the regional synod resolved that, although it recognized 
"the right of a state to defend itself because of its responsibility for 
justice and peace", it would support any young Christians who "from reasons 
of principle or conscience feel that they cannot undertake armed military 
service nor take the oath in the form stipulated". The Church Board was 
asked to appeal to the state authorities and urge them to allow conscienti- 
ous objectors to undertake alternative forms of service. 


In its statement concerning the oath of allegiance to the flag, which 
has to be made by soldiers in the National Peoples! Army, the synod said 
that Christians could take the oath to the flag only if no demands are made 
on them to take part in a struggle for class or ideology. Christians could 
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not recognize the ideology of the class-struggle as ultimate truth nor could 
they bind themselves to fight "for the victory of socialism, as interpreted 
by the official publications of the party". Christians could not promise 


the "unconditional obedience" required by the oath unless this concept were 
clearly defined. 


In West Berlin, the regional synod was asked by its Committee on Public 
Relations to urge the Church Board to make every effort to obtain frontier- 
permits, especially for close relatives. The committee drew attention to 
the distress which is caused when families are divided at times of death or 
serious illness. The committee also aske@ the Church Board to continue its 
efforts to assure the unrestricted sending of medicines. The Church Board 
i3)elso to continue its studies of "The Christian and the Authorities". 


Similarly, the regional synod which met in Hast Berlin urged that the 
churches should continue to press for passes between the two sectors of 
Berlin. It appealed to the Council of State to grant an amnesty to those 
who had infringed the regulations and been imprisoned "for trying to visit 
their nearest relatives in West Berlin from a sense of deep human 
obligation." EPS, Geneva 


WCC Launches $1,400,000 Algerian Relief Programme 


(Geneva) ~ To assist 3,255,000 Algerians in urgent need following the cease 
fire, the World Council of Churches, through its Division of Inter-Church 

Aid, Refugee, and World Service, has made plans,and’ will-launch_on appeal, for a 
comprehensive programme of relief, medical care, material aid, technical 
training, and education. 


Tt is estimated that the programme will cost $1,400,000 in its first 
year, and an appeal for this sum has gone out to the WeC's 19/7 member 
ehurches in more than 60 countries. 


A special Christian Committee for Service in Algeria is being formed 
to supervise the programme and will include representatives of churches in 
the United States, Britain, France, and Germany. It is hoped Lutherans, 
Presbyterians, Quakers, Brethren, Mennonites, and many other churches will 
be officially represented on this committee as well as the World Council, 
Innere Mission und Hilfswerk in Germany, and the World YMCA and YWCA. 


The committee plan to recruit at least 100 carefully selected and 
trained people to work as teams in the towns and villages of Algeric. They 
will be responsible for carrying out the relief work and many other forms 
of person-to-person service. 


It is emphasized, however, that the primary Aim Of «Lue undertaking pe 
not to bring in outside aid but to help Algerians to help themselves in 
their own programmes of rehabilitation. 


The programme aims at serving the 2,400,000 people now in the "regroupe- 
ment" centres who must now re-establish themselves. Others who will benefit 
are the 600,000 refugees from the countryside now in the towns whose situa- 
tion is often urgent; the 200,000 refugees to be repatriated from Tunisia 
and Morocco; and 55,000. political prisoners and civilian internees at 
present in France and Algeria. 
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"Tt also seems likely", says the World Council's appeal for support, 
"that a number of Algerians now in Western Europe as migrant workers, stu- 
dents, etc, will continue to require special services." 


Help of four kinds has been planned:- 


1. Health and medical services through mobile units, clinics, 
and dispensaries, and special services to victims rape oan 
trachoma, and other diseases. 


2. Social and educational services, literacy work, community 
training, teaching technical skills, rural work centres, 
and so on, with special attention to the re-establishment 
of displaced groups. 


3. Material aid such as food, clothing, medicaments, tools and 
equipment, seeds, livestock, and other forms. 


4. Workers to carry out the above services. It is expected 
that the cost of maintaining one team member for a year, 
including his travel costs, training, living expenses, and 
family allowances will be $4,000, but it seems likely that 
at least 100 such people will be required. 


The appeal to the churches, sent out by Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of 
the WCC!s Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, says 
that the period following the cease fire will also call for continued re- 
adjustment and development of the services being given in Tunisia and Morocco, 
especially along their borders with Algeria, since many refugees in these 
countries may wish to remain there and be integrated. 


. "Tt is fortunate that in Aigeria, as well as in Tunisia and Morocco, 
Christian agencies have been at work for many years, and therefore such 
services as may be rendered in the future will have a sound base of opera- 
tion", Dr. Cooke's letter continues. 


"Our concern must be manifestly to serve and not to proselytise. The 
intention is to demonstrate through service that the Christian community 
around the world is serving this community in its need. Such service, 
therefore, as is rendered will put an emphasis upon major contact and 
co-operation with Algerians. 


"The churches and Christian community in Algeria will be involved in 
this total effort and the aim of this appeal is to help strengthen them and 
enable them to serve the people in need in Algeria. 


"Tt seems likely that in the period of rehabilitation and development 
a certain number of technical responsibilities will be offered to non- 
Algerian trained people by governmental services or agencies. It is one 
of the purposes of this programme to gee that those who go to give such 
technical assistance are also spiritually cared for so that their service 
in Algeria may also be a true service to the community." EPS, Geneva 


Local Churches Need Ecumenical Information, Bishop Says 


(Bloemfontein) -~ One of the most urgent tasks confronting the WCC is to 
translate "the tremendous ecumenical experience" of the Third Assembly into 
terms applicable to the local church, says the Bishop of Bloemfontein, 

(the Rt. Rev. B. B. Burnett), in the African paper Christian Recorder. 

The Bishop was a delegate at New Delhi. 


No. ll - 23rd March, 1962 A 


"The churches which are members of the World Council have failed, very 
largely, to make available to their clergy and people the results of World 
Council Assemblies, and also the very valuable reports of various sections 
and departments which function between Assemblies", Dr. Burnett writes. 


Very few of us know, for example, what is the significant contribution 
to the cumenical debate of the Lund Faith and Order Conference; very few 
are aware of the valuable work done by the Department on the Laity; and so 
on. 


"But this failure has not only been an inability to supply our people 
with information, but it has also been a failure to find ways of engaging 
them in the ecumenical experience themselves. 


"The question of what methods to adopt to make it possible for the 
ecumenical movement to reach the local church is an acute one. This is 
important if the churches are to move forward together towards unity. The 
willingness to meet and to pray together and to wrestle with complete 
candour with the problems which divide us is not frequently met with outside 
the Christian Councils and World Council meetings. " EPS, Geneva 


Danes Define Principles of Aid to Developing Countries 

(Copenhagen) - In a joint statement to the Parliamentary Committee on the 
government proposal for a re-organization of aid to developing countries, 
the Danish Missionary Council and the Inter-Church Aid Organization of the 


Danish National (Lutheran) Church have defined their official attitude to 
this aid. 


The statement says that "aid to developing countries and all efforts to 
establish co-operation with them must be regarded as absolutely necessary 
and justified", and points out that such aid must not be confined to 
financial and purely technical assistance. Two different cultures meet 
when Danes take up work in the developing countries or holders of scholar- 
ships from such countries come to Denmark. The extension, therefore, of 
aid to developing countries carries with i+ a wide human responsiblity. 


In their communication the two church organizations place their experi- 
ence, personal acquaintance with people, and their knowledge of the develop- 
ing countries at the complete disposal of the official aid, not claiming 
any representation in the administration of it. As to the collection of 
money towards the aid, the two organizations point out that they themselves 
are pledged to raise an annual sum of 7 to 8 million Danish Crowns. 


Similar statements have been published earlier by, among others, 
Bishop Gudmund Schidler, president of the Inter-Church Aid Organization, 


in the periodical Nédhjelpen. BPS, Geneva 


More Pacific Area Churches Back Proposed Central seminary 


(Suva, Fiji) - Two more Pacific church bodies have been affiliated with the 
proposed Central Theological College in Suva. They are the Anglican Diocese 
of New Guinea: and the Nauruan Protestant Church. This adds one of the 
largest church bodies and one of the smallest churches in the Pacific to 

the list of churches already affiliated. 
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Sixteen church bodies have now formally affiliated, as evidence of 
their interest in the proposals. (See EPS No. 20, 1961). They include 


Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian and Reformed 
Churches. 


A provisional college council is to be called which will draft a 
constitution for the college and submit it to the participating churches for 


approval, so that the college council may be formally constituted and 
incorporated. 


The council itself will be responsible for formally selecting the 
site, raising the necessary funds, building the college, appointing the 


staff, and actually getting the college under way. EPS, Geneva 


Pastors Oppose Nuclear Weapons for Switzerland 


(Zurich) - A declaration against equipping the Swiss army with atomic 
weapons has been signed by 438 pastors from the Evangelical-Reformed 
Churches of Switzerland and theological teachers. 


They support the proposed new article in the constitution, the subject 
of a national referendum to be taken on March 31 and April 1, which would 
forbid the manufacture, importation, transit, storage, or use of any sort 
of atomic weapon, or integral parts of them, on Swiss soil. 


The declaration says that because atomic weapons are weapons of mass 
destruction which can also affect biologically future generations they are 
unsuitable for protecting the homeland, life, and liberty. 


"The concern for world peace must be just as great as the concern for 
national safety", the statement continues. "The more states possess atomic 
weapons, the more difficult it will become to attain thei ditha cul aireoeds On, 
effective disarmament. 


"We welcome the decision of any government which decides not to procure 
atomic weapons, and’ we hope that the efforts of the United Nations Organiza- 
tion will prove successful in creating a fellowship of states which do not 
possess atomic weapons. 


"Switzerland can make its best contribution to international peace by 
joining this nonvatomic fellowship." EPS, Geneva 


New Office Created to Interpret UN's Work +o American Churches 


(New York) - Dr. Vernon L. Ferwerda, head of the political sciences depart- 
ment at Trinity College, in Hartford, Conn., has been appointed to a newly- 
ereated post with the National Council of Churches! Department of 
International Affairs. 


As director of US-UN Interpretation, Dr. Ferwerda will interpret to 
the National Council's member communions developments in Washington and at 
the UN which are of particular interest to the churches. 


The appointment is the latest in a series designed to expand the 
Council's programme of education and action for world peace. EPS, Geneva 
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Visser 't Hooft Addresses Two Ecumenical Meetings in Paris 


(Paris) - Some 150 members of the staffs of UNESCO and other inter-govern- 
mental organizations with headquarters here heard Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
general secretary of the WCC, describe on March 15 the Third Assembly of the 
World Council at New Delhi. A companion speaker was Father Le Guillou, O.P., 
of the Romen Catholic Study Centre, Istina, who was one of the Vatican's 
official observers at the Assembly. | 


The meeting was organized by the WCC's Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs and a study group of Christian international civil 
servants in Paris. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke in Paris next day at a mass meeting which 
included many Roman Catholics. He welcomed "the real climate of change in 
inter-confessional relations" but deplored the existence of several obstacles 
which form stumbling blocks in relations with the Roman Catholic Church. 

He pointed out, as an example, that the recent papal encyclical, Aeterna 
Dei Sapienta, speaks of the Orthodox Church in terms which are out of place 
in this new climate. EPS, Geneva 


Virgin Birth Issue Bars Professor from Presbytery Membership 


(Princeton, New Jersey) - A professor at Princeton Theological Seminary has 
been barred from membership in the Presbytery of New Brunswick because of 
his refusal to affirm belief in the Virgin Birth. 


Although Dr. John Harwood Hick, a Briton by birth, had been accepted 
by the Presbytery itself, the decision was reversed by the Judical Commis- 
sion of the New Jersey Synod of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


This could affect Dr. Hick's position at Princeton, because all 
professors at the seminary are required to be members of the Presbytery. 


In its decision the Synod's Judicial Commission said that Dr. Hick had 
made "declarations" which neither affirmed nor denied his belief in the 
Virgin Birth, and cited, as a basis for its ruling, the church!s constitu- 
tion, decisions of the General Assembly, and a report of a special .committee 
Set up in 1925. 


Dr. Hick was appointed Stuart Professor of Christian Philosophy at 
Princeton in 1960. The appointment was approved by the General Assembly. 
Barlier he had been a professor at Cornell University's Sage School of. 
Philosophy. Before he tried to transfer to the New Brunswick Presbytery, 
Mr. Hick's membership was in the Berwick Presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church of England. EPS, Geneva 


Cardinal Praises Boston's Growing Ecumenical Spirit 


(Boston, Mass.) - In a Lenten pastoral Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop 
of Boston, says that "patient prayer and penance" must be the contribution 
of every Christian to the success of the forthcoming Second Vatican Council. 


"In our own archdiocese ", the Cardinal writes, "we have been greatly 
gratified by the growing ecumenical spirit among our priests and among so 
many of our dissident Christian brothers. Indeed, many Protestant clergy- 
men, and not a few Orthodox leaders, have been engaged in serious theologi- 
cal conversation with priests of the archdioces." 
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The Cardinal says he approves such "dialogue" discussions in the hope 
that "they will foster mutual understanding and true Christlike charity in 
our community and will lay a groundwork for ultimate unity". 


He adds that these meetings have shown that, despite definite theologi- 
cal divergence, "many of our hostilities and causes for separation are in 
reality a vast network of misunderstanding which only patient love can cut 
away," ; HPS, Geneva 


United Church in Japan to Have PR Office 


(Tokyo) - Visitors to Japan will now be able to see Christian work, as well 
as the usual scenic and cultural attractions of the country, through the 
services of a Public Relations Office, of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan (Kyodan) and the Interboard Committee for Christian Work in Japan, 

an agency of American and Canadian church co-operation. 


During the last five years, the number of visitors to Japan has almost 
doubled. A government agency estimates that the number may increase sixfold 
in the next ten years. Among this number are many people who are active 
Christian church members in their own countries. They want to see Christian 
programmes of service, to attend a Japanese church service, and to meet 
Japanese Christians. Such opportunities are not provided, however, in the 
usual travel bureau itinerary, and contacts have been hard to make. 


The new Public Relations Office, located in the Christian Centre build- 
ing on Tokyo's Ginza, will inform visitors about Christian work in Japan, 
make appointments for visits to specific institutions, and arrange for 
English-speaking Japanese guides if desired. Its services will be available 
for other areas of Japan as well as Tokyo. 


In addition to serving visitors from abroad, the Public Relations Office 
will help to orient persons stationed in Japan with the armed services, 
business, or government to programmes of Christian work and will acquaint 
them with opportunities for voluntary service. EPS, Geneva 


Southern Traditions Which Violate New Testament Must End, Baptists Tele 


(Fort Worth, Texas) - Southern traditions which run counter to the New 
Testament must be abolished, a Southern Baptist official declared here. 

"T am not suggesting that we should lightly cast aside our Southern tradi- 
tions", the Rev. Ross Coggins, of Nashville, Tenn., said. "I am suggesting 
that we throw them aside with great force wherever they violate the spirit 
and teachings of the New Testament", 4 


Mr. Coggins is associate secretary of the Southern Baptist Christian 
Life Commission. He spoke here at a conference on race relations sponsored 
by the Christian Life Commission of the Baptist General Convention of Texas. 


There should be no racial barriers in hospitals, schools, employment, 
recreation facilities, or citizenship responsibilities, Mr. Coggins said. 
"Above all", he added, "let every church abide by the sign placed in front 
of many churches: Everybody Welcome." 
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Dr. Jimmy Allen, director of the Texas Baptist Christian Life Commis- 
Sion, told the conference that "Jim Crow is dying". Segregation will die, 
he said, "either with the thrashing of violence or with quiet suffocation 
because Christian love has made it impossible for it to live". 


"We had pretty well ignored the race problem, hoping it would go 
away", Dr. Allen said. "Now we know it won't." EPS, Geneva 


Dead Sea Scroll Throws Light on Psalms, Says Scholar 


(Amman, Jordan) - The Dead Sea Scroll containing Psalms, found in 1956, is 
1,000 years older than the earliest Hebrew scroll of the Psalms known hither- 
to and may influence future translations. 


That is what Mr. J. A. Sanders, of the Colgate,Rochester,Divinity 
School, who has been given the task of publishing the scroll, has told the 
London Times. 


Mr. Sanders described the scroll as "one of the finest and best pre- 
served of all the Dead Sea Scrolls", even though one-third of its width is 
lost because of the dampness of the cave in which it was found. 


He said that the scroll contains 36 canonical Psalms and eight non- 
canonical compositions. "Out of the eight non-canonical compositions", 
he went on, "three were known heretofore. One of these three, which is 
Psalm 151, was known only in Greek, Latin, and Syriac translations. Now 
we have the original Hebrew. 


"The other two of the three have no such numbers, but they were known 
in Syriac translations. Now we have the Hebrew from which these transla- 
tions were made. The remaining five of the eight compositions were totally 
unknown to us. 


"Of the 36 canonical Psalms, there are hundreds of variants from the 
text of those Psalms that we have in our Bible now. The variants are 
extremely interesting and some of them may very well influence future 
translations of the Psalms." 


Mr. Sanders expects to publish the final scientific edition of the 
Scroll in two years! time. EPS, Geneva 


The "Passion Spot" Night Club? 


(Jerusalem, Jordan) - A large luxury hotel is to be built on the Mount of 
Olives, reports the London Sunday Times which says that work on the approach 
road and water cisterns has begun. 


The hotel, to be built by Hotels Inter-continental (Panamerica) will 
have 200 bedrooms in two three-storey blocks set at right angles to a 
central block. The wings will be faced with local stone. 


The Sunday Times adds that although no protest about the incongruity 
of the scheme has been organized, critics are becoming vocal. It quotes one 
Franciscan Father who fears that eventually the hotel will have a night 
club to amuse tourists after a day's sightseeing, and adds his bitter 
comment: "I suppose they will call it the 'Passion Spot'". EPS, Geneva 
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: English Bible 
(London) - In the.twelve months since it was first published the New Testa- 
ment, which is to.form part of the New English Bible, has sold nearly 
4,000,000 copies throughout the world, the publishers announce. > 


Nearly Four Million Copies Sold in Twelve Months of New 


Sales have been four times greater than had been expected. In the US 
alone about 1,250,000 copies have been bought. . BPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The "Universal Week of Prayer", sponsored by the Evangelical Alliance, 
will be held in Britain next year in the week immediately before Whit 
Sunday. The European Evangelical Alliance, however, has recommended that 
its continental members should hold the week in January as hitherto. 


a % = 
Two mobile book shops in Madagascar have sold £3,000 ($8,400) of Bibles, 


portions of the Scriptures, and general religious: literature, in their 
second year of operation. The sum, however, is "considerably lower" than 


the amount sold during their first year of work, due largely to Madagascar's 


economic crisis. The two vans, which were donated by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society and the Norwegian Bible Society, covered some 150,000 
kilometers during the year. There are no government restrictions on free 
circulation of religious literature in Madagascar, although exchange trans— 
lations made it difficult to import literature. The Protestant translation 
of the Bible is still accepted as the standard for the Malagasy language. 


* *K * 


Two new staff appointments have been announced by the World Alliance of 
YMCAs in Geneva. Mr. James KE. Hdgar, British, now first secretary of the 
Federal Council of YMCAs in the British Caribbean, has been named secretary 
for Extension and Inter-movement Aid, replacing Mr. Robbins Strong who is 
leaving to join the staff of the Board of World Ministry of the United 
Church (USA). Mr. John H. Dunderdale, a Canadian, who has worked with the 
YMCA in India for 27 years, will become secretary for Programme and Leader- 
ship,-replacing Mr. Edwin Barker, the new secretary of the Board of Social 
Responsibility of the Church of England. The new appointments are effective 
this summer. 


Eas * * 


Thirty-members of the Church of Scotland Presbytery of Glasgow will 
attend a Roman Catholic meeting in a Glasgow convent on April 26.°-The- 
meeting will be "mostly to improve social relations and to give an oppor- 
tunity to voice some things that might call for reformation or to make 
suggestions for improved local contacts and co-operation". A spokesman for 
the Presbyterian Church said that the invitation does not give "any sugges- 
tion of an advance towards union. We. see here the suggestion that we: 
should sit down together as Christians." Bade nia aapokd 


s * - 
In the new Finnish Parliament there are eight clergymen, seven of 
them Lutherans. Three of these clergymen members represent the Coalition 


Party, two the Social-Democratic Party, two the Finnish Liberal Party, and 
one (a Baptist) the Swedish Liberal Party. 


* * * 


- 
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The Churches! Commission on International Affairs joins in prayers of 
thanksgiving: for the-cease-fire in Algeria-and of intercessiof that peace 
and: justice may come to prevail, the director, Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, has 
told Pastor Charles Westphal, president of the Protestant Federation’ of 
France, in.a telegram. . PG codaee ee ha Rn Vs 


* * * 


Dr. Nikos N. Nissiotis, of the directorial staff of the Ecumenical 
Institute, Bossey, has been nominated professor of the Graduate School of 
Keumenical Studies which isofficially related to the University of Geneva. 
The nomination was made by the Board of the Graduate School. 


¥ Kh egg 


The SCM Press, publishers of New Delhi § eaks, announcesthat the first 
edition of 10,000 copies has been sold out and the book is now being 
reprinted. . 


* eas * 


The Christian: Council of Kenya, at its annual meéting, has called upon 
all its members to give "hearty support" to efforts to alleviate unemploy- 
ment in their areas whether through private agéncies or government action. 
It asked them to take the initiative, where possible, in starting projects 
which might create employment and, where the situation is acute, to collect 
information and pass it on to the government officers concerned. . 


* x * 


At least three petitions asking that the Presbyterian Church in ‘the US 
(Southern) withdraw from the National Council of Churches will be presented 
to the church's General Assembly when it meets in Winston-Salem, N.C., 

on May 10. They will come from the Harmony and-Enoree Presbyteries in 
South Carolina and from the Central Mississippi Presbytery. The Harmony 
Presbytery asked the action because NCC. teachings and policies are "foreign 
to our faith and beliefs". The last such withdrawal effort was rejected by 
the 1961 Assembly by a vote of 250 to 248. eae, ; 


x x * 
A verdict is expected in April in the "heresy" trial of Professor 
A. S. Geyser before a commission of the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa. 
% a S 
On his 100th birthday Mr. Charles A. Rroupy sol Tiffin, Ohio, was 


honoured by the First English Lutheran Church in the city. "for an ‘extra- 
ordinary.career of service". 


Me a Sekar Ae 


Pastor Mare Boegner, former president of the French Protestant | 
Federation and of the World Council of Churches, has applied for membership 
of the Académie frangaise, where a seat has been left vacant by the death 
of Frangois Albert Buisson. BPS, Geneva 
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French Churchmen Condemn OAS Outrages 


(Paris) - The outrages sommitted by the OAS in Algeria following the cease- 
fire agreement have been strongly condemned by many church leaders. Mgr. 
Guerry, Archbishop of Cambrai, has reminded the French cardinals and arch- 
bishops in an open letter that they had earlier condemned the "hideous crimes" 
of the FLN and added that what was particularly serious about the OAS actions 
was that these were being excused by Christians "in all good faith" on 
Christian grounds. 


The Archbishop of Cambrai said in his letter that the Church had the 
right to exercise its jurisdiction over these people. There were limits 
beyond which a Christian could not go without betraying his Christianity and 
the Church must denounce those who, without qualms of conscience, sought to 
turn to their own purposes the subversive doctrines of Marxism. The FLN and 
its Moslem members could be reminded of what the Gospel teaches but there was 
a difference between them and those Christians who were ignoring the obliga- 
tions which the Gospel laid upon them, 


The Assembly of Cardinals and Archbishops of France met in Paris, 
March 21-23, and appealed publicly for union and reconciliation. They said 
that as men resorted to violence in their efforts to build the future they 
must be reminded that there can be no true popular agreement except what is 
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founded on law, loyalty, faithfulness, and the pledged word. Christian faith 
and simple human morals condemned violent groups who deserved only the deep- 
est contempt of everybody. The statement added that certain people, while 
believing they were serving the Christian world, had become unduly flexible 
in their faith and had succumbed to the temptation of materialism which 
destroys. The cardinals and archbishops stressed that brotherly love and 
evangelical charity provided the effective power of building a more humane 
society. 


Many individual cardinals and archbishops have made similar statements. 
Notably among them were Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris, Mgr. J. Weber, 
Bishop of Strasbourg, and Mgr. Strourn, Bishop of Amiens. 


An illustration of church reaction to the Algerian situation is provided 
by the town of Montbéliard where Roman Catholics and Protestants are being 
asked to give up their evening meal on Friday, April 6, and to meet at 
7 o'clock in their churches. 


At the time of the proposed fast, church-bells will be rung as a summons 
to the people. In every church "hunger-pots" will be placed to receive the . 
money which the congregations would otherwise have spent on their meal. 


The purpose of the fast is to oppose contemporary violence with inter- 
cession and repentance. 


The suggestion has come jointly from the pastors of the Ecumenical 
Commission, the Roman Catholic priests of the Pastors! Commission for Unity, 
and the committee of the Souk-el-Haad, the Protestant study centre which 
churches in Montbéliard have adopted. EPS, Geneva 


Princess Margaret Sees Pioneer Youth Club 


(London) - Princess Margaret has visited the !59 Youth Club, run by the Eton 
College Mission. When it opened three years ago a membership of about 70 
young people was expected. Within a week, 900 teenagers had enrolled. 
Membership has been kept at this figure, but there is a long waiting list. 


The club has no church rules and no organized religion of any kind. 
"Tts founders believed", says a statement of the Church of England Informa- 
tion Office, "that the demonstration of Christianity would be more important 
than its proclamation, and that Christianity would mean something to the 
members only if it were shown to mean something to those Christians who went 
to chursh." 


Besides providing coffee, and facilities for jiving, table tennis, and 
billiards, the club has a theatre group, football and basketball clubs, and 
a scooter section. It is linked to the Ocean Youth Club which has three 
ocean-going yachts. 


Because of the success of the '!59 Club, the Church of England Youth 
Council decided to appoint the club's leader to develop this type of project 
elsewhere in Britain. There are now many similar experimental clubs with 
such names as fhe Cave, the Crypt Cats, and the Vicar's Vandals. EPS, Geneva 
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Premier of West Nigeria Calls on Missionaries to Spread Christianity 


(Ibadan) - Chief S. L. Akintola, premier of Western Nigeria, has called cn 
Christian missionaries to intensify their efforts to spread Christianity in 
order to help rebuild the world. 


He said in Ibadan that while Africans can do without imperialism and 
all its implications, they "cannot do without God and His all-embracing 
love and grace", 


Chief Akintola, who is a Baptist, added that "freedom without God is 
chaos, and sovereignty devoid of brotherly love is anarchy". 


He congratulated missionary workers in Nigeria on the able manner in 
which they had pursued what, he said, was their primary aim - the spreading 
of Christianity as a basis for the promotion of unity among the peoples of 
the world. EPS, Geneva 


WCC Refugee Director Congratulates President on USEP's 1lOth Birthday 


(Geneva) - Congratulations on the tenth birthday of USEP (the United States 
EHscapee Programme) have been sent to the president of the USA by Mr. Walter 
Kilpatrick, director of the WCC Service to Refugees. 


In his letter, Kilpatrick says that the leadership given by the presi-~ 
dent of the US through USEP has inspired all concerned with the interests 
of uprooted and stateless persons. 


"Furthermore", he adds, "the people af the US have had in USEP an 
effective instrument of service through which a vast number of individual 
refugees and escapees could find a new start. in late, 


"During these ten years the WCC Service to Refugees has been privi- 
leged to enter into a variety of eontractual relations with USEP for the 
benefit of refugee-escapees. We recall especially USEP support that has 
enabled our agenty to resettle ‘aged and chronic sick refugees! from many 
parts of the world in attractive homes in France, Belgium, and elsewhere. 


"This support is also enabling our counterpart agency in France, 
CIMADE, to accept permanent responsibility for difficult-to-resettle 
refugees from such countries as Greese and Turkey." 


Kilpatrick's letter mentions that last year USEP payment of travel 
costs enabled the WCC to move 42 Tibetan refugees to Switzerland. It also 
recalls the help given to the work of the WCC Service to Refugees after the 
Hungarian uprising. 


Among grants from several governmental and inter-governmental agencies, 
USEP support represented about 20 per cent of the total WCC assistance to 
refugees in 1961. EPS, Geneva 


Lutherans Talks Have Shown Greater Agreement Than Expected 


CS tis Louis, Mo.) - Lutheran Churches in the US disagree on many points of 
doctrine and church life but they are now on speaking terms, Div eRe. 
Empie, executive director of the National Lutheran Council, told a pastors! 
conference here. 
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The meeting had been called by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 
which does not belong to the National Lutheran Council. 


"We Lutherans respect each other", Dr. Empie said. "We have been far 
too isolated from each other, except at the local level where we get in each 
other's hair," 


He referred to the recent Lutheran conversations and added: "We 
talked about our agreements in. an objective way, and we got acquainted. 
We found we had a greater consensus of belief than we had realized. We also 
recognized that our consensus was not the result of any compromise on 
doctrine," BPS, Geneva 


Dutch Remonstrants Petition Government on Behalf of Developing Countries 


(Rotterdam) - The Central Board of the Remonstrant Brotherhood, Holland, 
has petitioned the Dutch government to press more strongly on the nation the © 
importance of prompt and effective help to the developing areas of the world. 


The Brotherhood says it is ready to share in responsibility for such 
aid, in fellowship with all Christian churches, and adds: 


"The Remonstrant Brotherhood accepts as necessary the fact that in an 
effort of such magnitude the state has a leading function, Only the state 
is able to bring together and to distribute the material means for such 
large aid. The state, therefore, should stimulate all the possibilities 
slumbering in the Dutch community. 


"Tf the significance of this task is generally realized, the means for 
it may well be found in conscious readiness to make sacrifiees in all seg- 
ments of the nation's economy, including government, since prosperity pre- 
vyails in the Netherlands and some voluntary restriction is entirely within 
the range of possibilities." 


Support for the petition has come from the Netherlands Reformed, 
Lutheran, and Baptist Churches, the Union of the Brethren, and the Liberal 
Protestant League. In the Roman Catholic episcopate and in the synod of 
the Gereformeerde Kerken the matter is still being discussed. EPS, Geneva 


Theme of Third Student Christian Congress Will Be Service 


(London) - The Student Christian Movement here has published its plans for 
the Third Student Christian Congress which will take place at Bristol, 
England, January 1-6, 1963. 


The conference will seek to work out in detail what Christian service 
means in terms of actual jobs. Delegates will have the opportunity to TOU 
one of 10 commissions, all expertly staffed, which have been arranged on 
industry and commerce, home and family, politics and administration, educa- 
tion, healing and medicine, research and scholarship, agriculture and rural 
economy, the ministry of the Church, the social services, music and the arts, 


Among the leaders of the congress will be the Archbishop of Canterbury 
(Dr. A. M. Ramsey), the Bishop of Bristol (the Rt. Rev. Oliver Tomkins), 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, Professor J. D. Bernal the physicist, and the 
Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey, Switzerland. Of. the 1,600 students expected, more than 300 will be 
from overseas. 


Details are available from the general secretary, SCM, Annandale, 
North End Road, London, N.W.1l. ; EPS, Geneva 
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Love, Not Intellect, Key to Ecumenical Problems, says Scots Moderator 


(Rome) - The ecumenical movement must go forward at a deeper level than the 
intellectual, the Rt. Rev. Dr. A.C. Craig, Moderator of the General Assemtly 
of the Church of Scotland, told the congregation at St. Andrew's Church, 
here, during a centenary service. 


Dr. Craig said he looked to the congregation to succeed in a situation 
where it could "ncbly exercise an ecumenical influence". 


He added: "The ecumenical movement bristles with complexities and 
problems. The separate churches have to learn to live in love with one 
another, to lay aside those things which conflict with love. In propertion 
to the degree with which this is done the problems and difficulties on the 
intellectual plane will disappear." 


Later, Dr. Craig was received in audience by the Pope, the latest in a 
series of non-Roman Catholic church leaders who have recently called on the 
Holy Father. The first to do so was Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, in December 1960 
when he was Archbishop of Canterbury. 


He was followed last year by Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA, and Dr. J.H. Jackson, president 
of the National Baptist Convention, USA. 


The Moderator has also seen Cardinal Bea, head of the special secret- 
ariat in the Vatican on Christian unity, and has dined at the Pontifical 
scots College. 


Dr. Craig's visit to Rome is part of a tour he is making of Scots 
charges on the continent. He is also visiting Genoa and Lausanne, and 
will be in Geneva on April 10 and 1l. EPS, Geneva 


Christian Peace Conference Delegation in Geneva 


(Geneva) - Representatives of the Christian Peace Conference and of the 
World Council cf Churches have met in Geneva. The purpose of this meeting 
between leaders and staff of the two organizations was to helr a better 
understanding of the nature and function of the Christian Peace Conference 
and of its role in the ecumenical movement as a whole. At the end of the 
meeting participants expressed their gratitude for this opportunity to lcok 
together at the task of churches and Christians with regard to peace and at 
the relationships between churches in Eastern Europe and the rest of the 
world. 


Among the participants were Professcr Josef L. Hromadka, Czechoslovakia; 
Archbishop Nikodim, USSR; Dr. Hugene Carson Blake, USA; Dr. O. Frederick 
Molde, and Dr. W.A,. Visser 't Hooft of the WCC staff. 


The Christian Peace Conference, which is a continuing effort launched 
by the Ecumenical Council of Czechoslovakia, has organized several meetings 
in Prague, especially a Wcrld Peace Assembly in September 1961. 

EPS, Geneva 


Two Million Dollar Budget Drop Curtails S. Presbyterians! Missicn Work 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - Financial difficulties are forcing the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern) to curtail its missionary activities in several 


overseas countries, the church's Board of World Missions was told when it 
met here recently. 


f : % 
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Inflation and new government regulations, it was said, are taking an 
increasing share of the cost of maintaining missions in such countries as 
Korea, Japan, Taiwan, Brazil, and the Congo. 


Missionaries in these countries have appealed for more funds to con- 
tinue work already begun, but the Board of World Missions had not been able 
to grant these requests because the denomination failed to meet its bene- 
volence budget by $2 million both in 1960 and 1961. 


In Japan, the mission budget will be about $10,000 in the red in 1962, 
and missionaries have had to resort to deficit spending and borrowing to 
keep the existing work going. 


Missionaries are using their vacation funds to keep projects in opera- 
tion in Taiwan, and in Brazil budgets have been strained by expanding costs 
due to inflation. 


In the Congo, government requirements of higher salaries for teachers 
and hospital staff have added to costs already increased by the unstable 
situation there. 


The crisis is most serious in Korea where the church has been forced 
to make plans to withdraw financial support from five secondary schools 
and one elementary school - the full extent of the church's local work in 
education at these levels. 


Missionaries in Korea have tried to meet the financial problems by 
voting in 1961 to cut their own salaries by five per cent, to pay their own 
travel and living expenses during mission meetings, and to make personal 
contributions to particular items in the budget. 


Despite these efforts and a general budget cut, the mission in Korea 
weporved a deficit of $25.179. The Mission Board has voted to appropriate 
this amount for Korea, 


The total reduced budget for the Korea mission is $174,336 for 1962. 
This must cover the expenses of 75 missionaries working with one college, 
two hospitals, three high schools, six middle schools, two seminaries, 
three Bible schools, one nursing school, and one student centre. 
EPS, Geneva 


. 


Frontier Defence Guarantees Church Life, Says East Berlin Paper 


(Berlin) - In a rejoinder to the recent appeal of the Berlin-Brandenburg 
Synod for alternative service for conscientious objectors (see EPS No. Vie 
the Hast Berlin daily Neue Zeit argues that "by defending our frontiers we 
are also guaranteeing the life of the churches". 


The paper adds that the law making military service compulsory for all 
contains no stipulations "which would make it impossible for all Christian 
citizens to protect their homeland with arms, or which exclude such citizens 
from the right to take part in the armed protection of the state". 


A reference to the "spiritual distress" of those who have to serve in 
the armed forces of "an unmistakably atheist country", made in a letter 
from the Church Board of Berlin-Brandenburg, is described by the Neue Zeit 
as "unscrupulous NATO propaganda masquerading as religion". The paper 
appeals to the churches "to do their utmost to contribute to the good of 
Society, especially in this crucial problem of ensuring peace", 

EPS, Geneva 
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Two Patriarchs Officiate at Dual-Language Mass 


(Istanbul) - Ecumenical Patriazch Athenagoras, supreme leader of Hastern 
Orthodoxy, and Patriareh Cyril, head of the Orthodox Church in Bulgaria, 
co-officiated at a Mass here which was celebrated in both the Greek and 
Bulgarian languages. 


A rift between the two sthurches was ended last year when Patriarch 
Athenagoras offficially recognized the 1953 election of Patriarch Cyril to 
head the Bulgarian Church. Before that the Ecumenical Patriarch had regarded 
the creation of the Bulgarian Patriarchate as uncanonical. 


The Mass was attended by the consul-generals of Greece, Bulgaria, 
Russia, Rumania, and Yugoslavia; by the heads of the Greek and Bulgarian 
communities in Istanbul; by all the officials of the Eeumenical Patri- 
archate; and by about 5,000 worshipeers in the Church of St. George. 


Patriarch Cyril of Bulgaria is shortly to visit the Patriarchates of F 
Antioch, Jerusalem, and Alexandria, as well as the Archbishop of Athens and 
the monasteries of Mount Athos, HPS, Geneva iW 


Protestants Offer Church Space to Storm-Damaged Catholic School 


(Atlentic City, N.¥.) - The Ministerial Association of Greater Atlantic’ City 4 
has offered the use of several member churches as classrooms for pupils in 
the storm-damaged Holy Spirit High School. 


This Roman Catholic parochial school in the city's Inlet section was 
severely damaged by the storm which hit the South Jersey area in March. It 
is the one school in the area still unable to re-open because of damage. 


In some devastated areas, church buildings were used as welfare shel- 8 
ters. The community church in Margate was taken over by. the police and i 
disaster aides as an emergency headquarters. The Methodist Fellowship Hall h 
at Cape May Court House, 40 miles south of Atlantic City, became a welfare I 
shelter where about 50 evacuees slept and were fed. i 


The Seventh Day Adventist church also was used as a welfare contre and ; i 
sheltered more than 50 people. EPS, Geneva i 


French Churchmen Praise Religious Freedom Guarantee in Algerian Pact 


(Paris) - Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders in France have welcomed the 
inclusion of guarantees of religious freedom and other human rights in the : 
Algerian cease-fire agreement and have said that these guarantees are ot 
great importance to the Christian communities. 


The agreement stipulates that "the Algerian state will unreservedly 
subscribe to the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, and will base its i 
institutions on democratic principles and on equality of political rights | 
between all citizens without discrimination of race, origin, or religion." if 

EPS, Geneva 
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Russian Government Bans Passover Matzoh 
eee aot oS pment pans rassover Matvzon 


(Moscow) - No matzoh (unleavened bread) will, it is feared, be available for 
Jews here at this year's Passover. The government has banned the baking of 
the special bread required for many of the observances. 


Because the state-run bakeries will not provide matzoh, Jews will be 
excused the strict rules, the Chief Rabbi is reported to have told his con- 
gregation. The Chief Rabbi ef Israel, Rabbi Yitzhak Nissim has asked Russia 
to lift the ban which is tantamount, he says, to "deprivation of basic 
rights to observe a sacred tradition of thousands of years". 


It is not clear whether the ban on matzoh is dirested specifically 
against the Jews or is part of the regime's anti-religious campaign. It 
has been reported that kulich, the traditional Russian Orthodox Easter cake, 
will not be available in state-operated bakeries this year. 


some Soviet newspapers criticized the sale of kulich last year when 
they alleged that a religious item was being sold as "spring cake". 


In the past matzoh was prepared by government bakeries. Jews used to 
bake matzoh privately for sale, but this practice has been forbidden by the 
government. EPS, Geneva ° 


US Committee to Fight For "Open" Housing 


(Buffalo, N.Y.) - A committee of Protestants, Roman Catholics, Orthodox, 
and Jews has been formed here to campaign for "cpen" housing. 


The committee says that "freedom of choice" in housing, consistent 
with the teachings of Christianity and Judaism, should be the rule in 
Buffalo and its growing suburbs. 


It adds: "We believe that every person has a moral right to rent, buy, 
or build a home anywhere without restrictions based on race, religion, or 
national origin. 


"We believe it to be in the best interest of our Buffalo metropolitan 
area (which includes Niagara Falls) that all persons of goodwill take an 
active role in bringing about this freedom of opportunity in housing." 


The committee will conduct an educational campaign in Irie County, 
which includes Buffalo, for widespread acceptance of the principle of free- 
dom of choice in open housing. Plans are being made to carry this programme 
into independent churches and synagogues. 


Barlier, 21 white Protestant pastors of eight denominations in suburban 
Buffalo signed a declaration that "too often churches, the very Body of 
Christ, reflect an almost total absence of racial integration". EPS, Geneva 


Boegner Cites Three Obstacles to Catholic-Protestant Unity 


(Paris) - The hope that the forthcoming Vatican Council would examine the 
main obstacles whieh divide Protestants and Roman Catholics was expressed 
by Pastor Mare Boegner, a former president of the WCC and the French 
Protestant Federation, when he spoke recently at a mass meeting here. 


A) 
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Pastor Boegner cited three doctrines whieh obstruct the road to Chris- 
tian unity: 1. The infallibility of the Popes; 2. The relative authority of 
Scripture and tradition; and 3. The cult of Mary, for Protestants cannot 
accept the dogmas of the Immaculate Conception, the Assumption, and certain 
forms which popular veneration of the Virgin takes. 


Pastor Boegner urged all Christians to pray for the ecumenical efforts 
of the Roman Catholic Church. He stressed the dangers of excessive haste 
and premature enthusiasm but affirmed that "what unites Catholics and 
Protestants is much more important than what divides them". EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Pope has created 10 new cardinals. This brings the membership of 
the Sacred College to 87. Three of the new cardinals are Italians, and the 
others are from Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Syria, Peru, Chile, and Ireland. 


* as * 


A new international and ecumenical quarterly, Review of Liturgy, has 
been published at Rotterdam, edited by Pastor Wiebe Vos, Dutch Reformed 
Church, promoting esumenical conversation on liturgy, and includinga biblio- 
graphy which summarizes books and articles about liturgy, church music, and 
architecture. 


x “ * 


The French Protestant Federation has formed a committee to foster 
church efforts to assure those Europeans who return from Algeria a Christian 
welcome. 


* * * 


The draft of a new liturgy, which tries to reflect "all the trends of 
our modern world" and particularly "the great eeumenical movement of our 
time", has been approved by the Synod of the National Church of the Canton 
of Vaud, Switzerland. 


“ * * 
At the end of 1960, the German Evangelical missionary societies had. 


1,048 active missionaries serving overseas, says the 1962 Year Book of 
Evangelical Missions. This was 26 more than the year before. Ten years 


ago the total was 499. 


NRE Ghcoe *% 
The Free Church Federal Council in Britain has voted for the abolition 


of the death penalty. This reverses a decision made last year. 
EPS, Geneva 
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WCC'S NEW BXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HOLDS FIRST MBETING 


eee ER NT 


(Geneva) - The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, meeting 
for the first time since its election by the WCC's Third Assembly at New 
Delhi, has called upon all governments, churehes, and Christians to press 
"with renewed hope" for effeotive disarmament agreements despite the many 
failures of the past and the immense difficulties yet to be overcome. 


It noted with gratitude that the Disarmament Conference had convened in 
Geneva; that the three powers concerned had resumed discussions on nuclear 
weapons testing; and that the USA and the USSR had reached a better under- 
standing on the peaceful uses of outer space. 


In a resolution, passed unanimously, the committee said that "the 
cessation of tests by verifiable agreements, if it can be obtained, seems 
now to offer the best base from which to advance" towards disarmament. 


The resolution urged all governments concerned 


1. Wot to continue or resume the testing of nuclear weapons and, as 

a warrant of their good faith, to agree on a system of information 

and verification which will assure all parties that treaty commitments 
are being honoured; 


2. To continue to press for positive agreements on the specific areas 
of international friction, and on the broad questions immediately 
related to disarmament as well as the peaceful uses of outer space; 


Sy Se ae i i he 4 ‘ . 
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3. To take calculated risks which will contribute to disarmament 
without betraying international seourity or prejudicing the require- 
ments of information and verification; and 


4. T0 seize any possible starting points of disarmament. 


The 197 member churches of the WCC are asked in the resolution to press 
these policies on their gevernments; and all Christians are invited to fight 
frustration and defeatism; to persevere in patience and hope in spite of all 
setbacks; and to support by their prayers, attitudes, and actions the 
endeavours of their churches in ecumenical fellowship to advance peace, 
freedom, and justice between and among all nations and their anxious peoples. 


The full text of the resolution is given as an appendix to this number 
of EPS. 


UNRWA's Mandate 


For this first regular meeting of the Executive Committee since elec- 
tion at New Delhi, 14 of its 16 members and two of the presidents of the WCC 
were present. They were: Dr. Eugene Carson Blake (Presbyterian, USA); 

Dr. Kathleen Bliss (Anglican, UK); Prof. J. L. Hromadka (Reformed, Czecho- Ht 
slovakia); Archbishop Gunnar Hultgren (Lutheran, Sweden); Dr. O..G. Baeta Hi 
(Presbyterian, Ghana); Bishop S. U. Barbieri (Methodist, Argentina); i 
Dr. J. R. Chandran (Church of South India, aay Dr. Ivy Chou (Methodist, it 
Sarawak ); Bishop Hanns Lilje (Lutheran, Germany); Archbishop Nikodim i 
(Orthodox, USSR); Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (Lutheran, USA), chairman; i 
Dr. Ernest Payne (Baptist, UK), vice-chairman; and presidents Dr. Martin i 
Niem6ller (Evangelical Church in Germany); and Mr. Charles Parlin 

(Methodist, USA). 


" 

The committee authorized its appropriate agencies to press the UN to a 
renew UNRWA's mandate which expires in June, 1963. It was told by Dr. Elfan i" 
Rees, CCIA's expert on refugee matters, that the UN General Assembly had Hy 
taken no action to continue UNRWA's work for Palestinian refugees despite ii 
the yearly excess of 30,000 births over deaths in the Arab camps. iit 


"We cannot wait until the next General Assembly before pressing our 
viewpoint", Dr. Rees told the meeting. "We must do it within the next two 
or three months." 


Dr. Rees added that UNRWA's programme comprised a great deal more than 
simply providing relief and that its abandonment would increase political 
tension in the area. 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service, said that Christian programmes were helping to save Arab 
refugees from starvation, and that by means of long-term rehabilitation pro- 
jects Christian agencies were raising standards of living in the border 
villages. They were alse providing vocational training so that many young 
people could find work. 


Inter-Church Aid 


The Executive received a report from the Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service which included an account of the $1,400,000 
plans that the churches are being asked to underwrite for helping the 
3,255,000 refugees affected by the cease-fire in Algeria (see EPS No.11). 
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This report also made special reference to what the churches are doing 
ecumenically to;minister to the victims of strife in Angola and Ruanda- 
Urundi. 


Receipts for the Division's work in 1961 exceeded $6,600,000 - a 
reflection, it was suggested, of the growing interest and support of the 
churches in the undertakings of inter-church aid which are now world-wide. 


staff Appointments 


Several appointments to the staff of the WCC headquarters in Geneva 
were announced. These ares: 


Father Paul Verghese, the Orthodox Syrian Church of the Hast, Trad vey 
was named one of the associate general secretaries of the WCC. Father 
Verghese will be the director of the Division of Ecumenical Action. Hey wath 
take up his appointment at the end of May. 


Mr. Christopher King (Church of England, British) was named secretary 
for Orthodox Churches and Countries, Old Catholics, and the Near Hast, 
beginning on June 1. Mr. King is at present Senior Field Representative in 
Greece of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


Pastor Michael de Vries (Lutheran Church of the Netherlands, Dutch) was 
named secretary for broadcasting. Attached to the General Secretariat, he 
will give part of his time to the Department of Information where he will 
have charge of radio and television affairs, and the rest of his time to 
other organizations concerned with Christian broadcasting, especially the 
World Association for Christian Broadcasting. Pastor de Vries, who until 
now has been on the staff of the Dutch ecumenical radio and television 
committee (IKOR), will assume his new duties during the summer. 


Miss Tatiana Athanasiadis (Greek Orthodox Church, Greek) was named to 
the staff of the Department of Information with particular responsibility 
for information work and publications in German. Miss Athanasiadis has 
been a member of the office staff of the Department of Information since 


1955» 
Specialized Assistance for Social Projects 


This development of the work of DICARWS, approved last year, has called 
for the appointment of a new committee which will help the WCC to equip 
itself "to provide specialized assistance to the churches to act more 
effectively in the social, political, and economic spheres, especially in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America, through (a) helping the churches and 
missions to re-think how they can best use existing resources; (b) provid- 
ing opportunities for developing the understanding, skills, and leadership 
needed; and (c) providing help and technical advice to the churches in 
developing pioneer, demonstration projects". 


The committee was told that the body to carry on this work has now ~ 
been formed. It will include 12 churchmen who are experts in various social, 
political, and economic fields, and will be chaired by Miss Janet Lacey 5 
ELB.k. (Anglican, British), the director of the Inter-Church Aid Department 
of the British Council of Churches. 
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ther Decisions 
In other sessions the committee approved plans for two meetings. 


1) The Fourth World Conference on Faith and Order at Montreal, Canada, 
‘July 12-26, 1963. Mainly a study meeting, the conference programme will be 
based on the reports of four theological commissions which have been at 
work for some years on the themes of Christ and the Church, Tradition and 
Traditions, Worship, and Institutionalism. 


2) The next meeting of the Central Committee at the Cité Universitaire, 
Paris, August 8-17, 1962. The agenda will be mainly a review of the mandates 
and programmes of the various divisions and departments of the WCC and a 
discussion of the main theme approved by the Third Assembly for study during 
the coming years, "the Finality of Christ in the Age of Universal History". 


SCOTTISH CHURCH LEADER VISITS POPE 


(Rome ) - The Rt. Rev. Dr. Archibald Craig, Moderator of the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland, has paid a courtesy call on Pope John XXIII in 
the Vatican. 


He was the first holder of the office ever to be received by the Pope. 
The visited lasted for more than half an hour and was marked, according to 
a statement issued by the press office of the Vatican newspaper Osservatore 
Romano, by a spirit of "affable cordiality". 


It said that the conversations ranged over various topics including 
"ynersonal recollection of a spiritual character". The Pope paid tribute to 
what he described as the "religious spirit, the tenacity and the industry 
of the Scottish people" and to the distinguished contributions made by 
learned Scotsmen “especially in our times". 


Dr. Craig later told newsmen that he and the Pontiff spoke of the unity 
among "brethren in Christ. This expression recurred frequently and was 
enlarged at considerable length. What he said corresponded closely to what 
I had previously said at services in the Scots Kirk in Rome’. Dr. Craig 
had gone to Rome to take part in celebrations commemorating the centenary 
of the Kirk, known more formally as St. Andrew 'g, 


In an exchange of presents the Moderator gave the Pope a bookmark of 
silk decorated with motifs derived from ancient Celtic art. In return the 
Pope presented his visitor with several papal medals and two publications; 
one containing the final documents of the Synod of the Roman Clergy called 
by the Pope in 1960, and the other, the official account of the activities 
of the Holy See last year. 


The Moderator's visit, which came about after careful soundings of 
opinion on both sides, and as the result finally of a courteous initiative 
from the Vatican, has been welcomed by the press as an historic event. 


The Rome newspaper Il Tempo commented that the coumenical movement has 
made gigantic steps forward in recent years in order to make possible a 
visit to the Vatican of the chief representative of a community which, the 
newspaper said, "still represents today the most extreme wing of the Protes- 
tant family as far as opposition to Catholicism is concerned". 


. | | : . 4 


No. 13 - 6th April, 1962 5 


The Paris newspaper Le Monde called the visit "an historic event" 
and noted that it was more important than that of Dr. Geoffrey Fisher when 
as Archbishop of Canterbury he visited the Vatican in December, 1960, because 
Dr. Fisher's visit was made in his personal capacity whereas Dr. Craig's 
visit was made at the express mandate of his church. 


The British Weekly, published in Edinburgh termed the visit "newsworthy" 
and commented that ''the paradox of it is that it is only newsworthy because 
two great groups, both claiming to be Christian, have been out of contact 
with each other so long. It is odd that it should be news when two Chris- 
tian groups begin to talk to each other". 


Following his visit to the Pope, the Moderator was received by Cardinal 
Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat,for Christian Unity, set up by Pope 
John within the framework of the preparatory machinery for the Second 
Vatiean Ecumenical Council to maintain and improve relations between the 
Roman Catholic Church and other Christian churches. Dr. Craig later quoted 
Cardinal Bea as "happy over the fact that the inter-church atmosphere in the 
world is now more congenial". EPS, Geneva 


UN COMMISSION TOLD OF CHURCHES'CONCERN FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(United Nations) - A representative of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs (CCIA) brought the concern of the Third Assembly of 
the World Council of Churches for religious liberty before a UN commission 
on March 28. 


The Rev. A. Dominique Micheli, a Swiss pastor on the staff of the World 
Council agency, made a statement before the 2l-member Commission on Human 
Rights of the United Nations concerning its proposed draft of principles in 
matters of religious rights and practices. The churchmen stressed the 
commission's draft principles "in the present formulation, do not, and 
perhaps cannot, deal exhaustively with all aspects of religious rights. 


"While they deal with some important forms of discrimination, it is 
nevertheless possible to envisage situations, where even a scrupulous appli- 
cation of the proposed provision could leave important areas open to dis- 
crimination or curtailments of religious freedom", said Mr. Micheli who is 
a member of the New York staff of CCIA. 


He stressed that the proposed principles should constantly "remind 
those whose responsibility it is to eradicate discrimination, of the inter- 
nationally accepted standard of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights". 
The CCIA urged inclusion of a clause in the new principles which would 
explicitly state that principles are not intended to limit the scope of the 
relevant article in the Universal Declaration. 


Mr. Micheli quoted from the New Delhi statement on religious liberty 
which said, "although freedoms of every kind are inter-related, religious 
liberty may be considered as a distinctive human right, which all men may 
exercise no matter what their faith". EPS, Geneva 


BOMBING OF TURKISH MOSQUES PROTESTED 


(Nicosia, Cyprus) - The Ecumenical Patriarch and Greek and Cypriot govern- 
ment officials have strongly condemned the action of extremists - assumed in 
official circles to be Greek - who mnbed two Turkish mosques here, causing 
extensive damage to one of them. 


is 


ed 
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In Istanbul, the Patriarch issued a statement calling the bombing "wicked 
and malicious" and an "impious deed (which) has rightly provoked general 
indignation and disapproval". He expressed "deepest sympathy towards the 
well-beloved Turkish community in Cyprus". ° 


In Athens, the Foreign Minister Mr. Averoff deplored the outrage call- 
ing the perpetrators "enemies of Cyprus, Greece and Turkey". 


President Arehbishop Makarios of Cyprus also issued a statement strongly 
condemning the outrage and appealing to the population to assist police in 
their efforts to find the persons responsible. 


The bombing took place in the early hours of March 26, when extremists 
placed four time-bombs in the Bairakdar and BHumerié mosques here. The 
explosion damaged the tomb of Turkish patriot Suleiman Bairakdar. 


Authorities in Istanbul took immediate measures to forestall possible 
demonstrations and sent troops to guard the seat of the Ecumenical Patriar- 
chate at the Phanar and Greek churches and offices of the Greek consulate. 


There were no demonstrations in Istanbul. However, in Nicosia, three 
days after the bombing persons identified as Turkish extremists attempted 
to set fire to a building of the Pan-Cypriot College, a Greek institution 
on the border-line of the Greek and Turkish quarters, by throwing petrol 
through a window and setting it alight. The fire was extinguished before 
extensive damage could be done. 


* * ¥ 


The day following the bombing Turkish students placed flowers in 
Christian churches in many parts of Turkey to symbolize Turkish tolerance 
for other religions and as a means of providing a deliberate and dramatic 
contrast to terrorists! activities. | 


In Ankara a delegation of 15 youth entered the chapel of Sainte 
Thérése de l!Enfant Jésus and left a gigantic wreath inscribed, "We too are 
among those who believe in God". A similar event took place in a French 
chapel in Ismir. In Istanbul students wanted to enter the Patriarchate to 
pay their respects to the Ecumenical Patriarch, but the Patriarch was 
reported to be indisposed and unable to receive the delegation. The youth 
then placed a large wreath at the main gate of the Patriarchate. Another 
group of Turkish youth visited the Armenian Patriarchate and put flowers in 
the Armenian church. 


Students in Ankara presented flowers to the Roman Catholic chapel there 
The wreath bore the inscription, "Respect for religion is the foundation of 
the democratic order". 


Observers noted that the student's actions gave the impression of being 

a spontaneous reaction. One report said "they have created a good impression, 
combined with a sort of delighted stupefaction among diplomatic observers". 
EPS, Geneva 


LATIN AMERIGAN METHODISTS CHART COURSE 


(Buenos Aires) - A top-level assembly of Latin American Methodists meeting 
here has hailed "the new interest in some circles of the Roman Catholic 
Church to carry out a fraternal dialogue with other branches of Christendom." 
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The statement, part of "A Declaration to the Methodist Churches of 
Latin America", issued by a ten-day consultation of clergy and laymen called 
to discuss strategy for the churches! life and mission "at the deepest level", 
deelared: "We exhort all our congregations to pray that these new contacts 
bear fruit in terms of a profound reform and renewal of the Church of Rome, 
the definite disappearance of the scandal of intolerance and persecution 
among Christians and a growing unity of faith, hope, and love among those 
who call on the name of Christ." 


The declaration also called upon Latin American Methodists to "enter 
decidedly into the battle for social justice, the conquest of Latin American 
throught, the never-ending task of missionary expansion, the recovery -of ‘the 
sense of the urgency of the Christian calling of all believers, and the -re- 
discovery of Christian communion as the gift of God to the lost and alone: men 
of this generation," 


A press release issued from the consultation reported that in the opinion 
of observers it will have a "profound and far-reaching influence on the entire 
future development of Methodism" on the continent. It noted that although 
representatives from Methodist churches in other parts of the world partici- 
pated, discussions were dominated by Latin Americans and that the declara- 
tion "is expressive of Latin American Methodists! ideas". 


The consultation said that the crisis in which humanity is living means 
that Latin American Methodism needs to restructure and revise"with humility, 
honesty, and courage its traditions, teachings, preachings, and very style 
of life in order to announce without pride, but with authority and with love, 
tthe virtues of that One who has called us from darkness to His light. . .'" 


Among other things the consultation recommended an increase in the 
number of ordained and lay ministers, emphasis on spiritual renewal through 
small, disciplined Christian groups, increased production of Christian litera- 
ture and use by the chureh of modern means of mass communication, and greater 
activity in stimulating new talents in areas of art, church architecture, 
liturgy, and hymnology. 


It pointed also to the need for greater flexibility and independence 
of the churches in relation to mission boards, asking that this new period 
of relationships be characterized by "growing honesty, mutual comprehension, 
and equality, greater autonomy in the decisions and:action of our annual. 
conferences, and a flexibility and mobility that will permit the most rapid 
and adequate response to the demands and necessities of a world in constant 
motion". EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN STUDENT PASTORS DEFEND RIGHT TO OPEN DISCUSSION 


(Radevormwald, Germany) - A meeting: of Evangelical: student pastors in West 
Germany has issued a statement strongly refuting charges that they have 
leftist political tendencies and défending their right to conduct open and 
free discussions of all political. view points. 


The student chaplainssaid they have a duty "not to exclude any theo- 
logical or political position from discussion", and that the Christian 
commandment to love others obliges them "to become acquainted with people 
on both sides of every geographical and ideological frontier, in’ wheir 
political, spiritual, and economic backgrounds. | 
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"We protest against the unfair suggestion that we should conform with 
certain trends", they said. ‘“"We also protest against the idea that discipli 
ary pressure should be exercised to control the personal opinions of student 
Our concern is rather to seek to reach agreement through free discussion." 


Accusations of political bias have been levelled at the pastors by 
various. government leaders and newspapers during recent weeks. . EPS, Geneva 


NEGRO MBTHODIST LEADERS Ask DESEGREGATION AT ALL LEVELS 


(Cincinnati, Ohio). ~ Negro. leaders of the Methodist Church . (USA) have called 
on its 1964 quadrennial General Conference to declare "unequivocally" that 
the entire ten million-member denomination and its institutions should be 
desegregated at all levels. . . 


The. plea, was made in a report. approved by some 150 clergy and laymen 

ntrom the 17 regional conferences, all east of the Rocky Mountains, of the - 
denomination's Central (Negro) Jurisdiction at a meeting here. The confer- 

ences represent 368,000 Negro Methodists. 


In the report, delegates urged the General’ Conference "to declare in 
unequivocal terms that the entire Methodist Church and all of the institu- 
tions related to it, such as hospitals, homes, assembly grounds, etc., 


should be desegregated and that no one should be denied admission or employ- 


ment because of colour or racial identity". 


At the same time, the réport discouraged. the . ubransfer - of 
Negro regional conferences to any of the five white geographical jurisdic-: ' 
tions for another two years. Such moves, it pointed out, should wait until 


conference boundaries are re-aligned to prevent overlapping of administrativ | 


units and until extensive studies of transfer problems are made . 


The Methodist Church is divided into five predominantly white cement 


eal jurisdictions and the overlapping Central Jurisdiction. The denomina- 
tion's constitution provides for the gradual voluntary transfer of churches 
in the Negro jurisdiction to any of the, other five. 


: ‘Reaffirming their determination that the Central | Jurisdiction should 

‘be abolished as a "symbol of segregation", the Negro leaders stressed that 
once boundaries are revised in 1964, transfers. should be accomplished with 
Nall deliberate speed". . - EPS, Geneva: 


See SAYS COUNCIL WILL DISCUSS USE OF VERNACULAR 


(Limburg, Germany) - Mgr. Walter Kampe, Suffragan Bishop of Limburg, has 

assured Roman Catholics here that the recent apostolic constitution 
Veterum Sapietia issued by Pope John XXIII does not mean that the use On a 
the vernacular in the liturgy of the church will not be discussed at the 
Forthcoming Second Vatican Ecumenical Council. 


The prelate said that while everything should be done rn eres the » 
decline of Latin so that "it may continue to express the catholicity of 
the church and remain the instrument of international understanding within 
Christendom", this does not mean, as some commentators have said, that the 
use of other languages in the liturgy will not be discussed by the Council 
(see EPS No. 10). | Mee yp ie BRB Geneva 
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PERMANENT RUSSIAN GREHODOX DELEGATION IN GUNEVA 


(Geneva) - By decision of the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church on 

19 March, Archpriest Vitali Borovoy has been appointed provisional representa- 
tive of the Russian Orthodox Church to the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva, and entrusted with the task of representing his church in all 
activities of the WCC. 


Archpriest Vitali Borovoy assumed his responsibilities in Geneva on 
25 March. He is assisted by Mr. NikolaiAnfimgenov,, secretary of the 
delegation. Archbriest Borovoy, who was a delegate to the WCC's Third 
Assembly, visited the WCC headquarters in Geneva in 1959 and Zot EPS, Geneva 


US CHURCHES DISCUSS MERGER 


(Indianapolis, Ind.) - Representatives of the Christian Churches (Disciples 
Bot Christ) and the United Church of Christ meeting together for "conversa- 

tions" concerning possible union, have agreed that additional meetings are 
desirable. | 


In their initial meeting, the Unity Commission of the Christian Churches 
and the Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical Study and Service of 
the United Church of Christ heard papers which described the'heritages of 
various portions of the two communions and an appraisal of the present 
situations. 


The joint statement said: 


"Both commissions found Bee in common in the two churches and expressed 
convictions of the compulsion toward a larger obedience to the will of 
Christ for one fellowship in Him. 


"Both commissions agreed that further meetings were desirable as there 
remains much more to be discussed and understood, and arrangements were 
made for the next meeting. 


"Poth expressed appreciation for the openness and consideration shown 
in discussion and acknowledged the commitment of each to the cause of unity." 


The United Church of Christ is itself the result of a merger of two 
churches - the Evangelical and Reformed Church and ‘the Congregational 
Christian Churches - completed in July, 1961. EPS, Geneva 


WCC. GENERAL SECRETARY AWARDED CARNEGIE PEACH PRIZE 


(The Hague) - Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of ie World 
Council of Churches, has been awarded the Wateler Peace Prize by the 
Carnegie Foundation in the Netherlands for his efforts in promoting world 
peace through the ecumenical movement. 


The Wateler Peace Prize was created by a bequest of the late J. G. van 
de Wateler, a director of the Orange Nassau Mortgage Bank, the Hague, who 
left his estate to the foundation with the stipulation that the revenue © 
occuring to it be awarded annually to the person who in the opinion of the 
‘foundation had done most:during the past year to build peace. The award, 
which was first given in 1931, is awarded alternately to a Dutchman and to 
a national of another country. EPS, Geneva 


No. 13 - 6th April, 1962 zy | 3 ak: 


"Our call", she concluded, "is to serve youth, not because we want to 
remake them in our own image, or draw them into our own ideology,: or bring 
them into our club, or even to make them Christian - although we want them 
to meet Christ - but simply.for.themselves because we love and therefore 
want to serve them, believing the Holy Spirit will enable us to serve them 
with love and imagination." ee 


In one of four consultation working groups, participants discussed the 
advantages and disadvantages of church-sponsored educational institutions. 
Some members of the group expressed concern that such schools tend to develo 
into a kind of "Christian ghetto", and, at the same time, withdraw Christian 
educators from the national scene. Advocates of Christian institutions said 
that because of their particular concerns they can have a kind of leavening © 
influence on the national educational scene, and also that they are freer 
to experiment in new forms. | | 


Sponsoring organizations were the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, the World Student Christian Federation, the World YWCA, the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, and the World Council of Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association, in collaboration with the Eeumenical Institute. 

| EPS, Geneva 


NEW ORLEANS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ORDERED DESEGREGATED 


(New Orleans) - An order to desegregate all Roman Catholic parochial and 
private schools in the Archdiocese of New Orleans in the school term start- 
ing in September has touched off a frontal assault by the city's segrega- 
tionists. 


The order issued last week by Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel said that: 
on registration days, April 13 and 14, all Catholic children may apply for 
admission to the church's schools in the archdiocese and that they will be 
admitted if they meet accepted cducational standards. 


Opposition to the order is centred in two. organizations - the White 
Citizens! Council and a group called Save Our Nation. Hours after the 
announcement a group of eight women and two men, who identified themselves 
as parents of parochial school children, paraded in front of the Arch- 
bishop's residence protesting against the order. Three nights later the 
order was the subject of the keynote talk at a White Citizen's Rally. 


Following the rally, the leader of Save Our Nation, Mrs. B. J. Gaillott 
Jr., told newsmen that she had received a private letter from the Archbisho 
threatening excommunication if she continued her segregationist activities. | 
An announcement from the Archbishop's chancery denied this however and said 
the letter was only "a parental admonition". It also said that similar 
letters’ had been sent only to "a few Catholics" and not all the Catholics 
who had shared the speaker's platform at the White Citizen's rally. 


Mrs. Gaillott told newsmen that she has asked for an audience with 
the Archbishop and that if he refuses it she will make the contents of the 
letter public. 


Desegregation of the Archdiocese's schools has long been a goal of them 
84-year-old Archbishop. In 1956 he declared in a pastoral letter that Mi 
racial segregation was "morally wrong and sinful". Over the years, while 
the public schools were considering steps to be taken to comply with the 
1954 Supreme Court decision ending school segregation, he repeatedly made 
it clear that the parochial schools would be integrated at least at the 
same time as the public schools. 
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In August, 1957, a group of New Orleans Catholic laymen appealed to 
the late “Pope Pius XII asking the Vatican to stop the archbishop from 
taking further steps towards integration. The Vatican never answered 
the appeal, — ate 


Token public school integration has been accomplished in New Orleans: 
with 12 Negro pupils in six previously all-white schools. But one of the 
schools has only 15 white pupils attending classes with five Negroes. 
Before integration that school's enrolment was about 500 pupils. 


The archdiocese has 116 elementary and 37 high schools with a total 
enrolment of 75,276 pupils. This includes 10,851 Negro students in 30 
currently all-Negro Catholic schools. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in Dronfield, Derbyshire, England, are 
working together on a concerted attempt to reach non-church-goers in this 
community. Teams of persons of both faiths have been meeting weekly during 
the. past month for training sessions preparatory to visits to the 4,000 . 
homes in the area during the three weeks before: Haster to make a survey.of 
church affiliation and to urge families to attend church on Faster Sunday. 
Already in over 1,000 homes in the area a poster headed "Unity" with the 
words "We Are Coming" is on display. 


* x * 


US Protestant women are seeking to raise $100,000 towards establishment 
of a Graduate School of Public Administration at the International Christian 
University in Japan, near Tokyo. Opened in 19543, the university is supp- 
orted through the Japan International Christian University Foundation, New 
York, by 15 major US Protestant denominations. 


Roman Catholic and Protestant theologians have collaborated on a 
special edition of the Gospel of Luke published recently by Unité Chrétienne, 
a Roman Catholic organization working for Christian unity, in Lyons, France. 
Aim of the new text is to provide an edition which can be used by both Roman 
Catholic and Protestant colporteurs. The French Bible Society helped in 
arrangements for the new edition. An introduction states: "In a common 
search for that which unites them, Christians of different confessions, 
Catholics and Protestants, have prepared this edition... This book bears 
witness to their: love of the Word of God and their fervent wish that 
Christians should again attain the unity desired by the Lord Jesus Christ." 


* * * 


Five theology professors, representing the Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish faiths, will participate in a panel discussion with Dr. Karl Barth, 
eminent Swiss Protestant theologian, at a series of lectures scheduled 
during the Haster season by the Divinity School of the University of Chicago. 
Professor. Barth will be. making his first visit to the United States. His 
Son, the Rev. Markus K. Barth, is associate professor of New Testament at 
the Divinity School. ; 


* * * 
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A ten-year plan to carry the message of the Gospel to every literate 
person in India's half million villages has been launched by the All-India 
Prayer Fellowship Gospel Centre, an inter-demoninational evangelistic t 
organization which has headquarters in New Delhi. The fellowship proposes 
to place in the hands of ministers and laymen 80,000,000 tracts free of 
cost and 40,000,900 Bibles and Scripture portions for local distribution. 
The Fellowship estimates there are some 103,000,000 literates in India. 


ee 
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_«"Question Seven", award-winning motion picture depicting the churches! 
struggle in Hast Germany, will be available in book form this month, it has 
been announced by Lutheran Film Associates. The novel, based on the film, 
has been written by Robert BE. A. Lee, LFA executive secretary. 


* * * 


A Japanese medical doctor and his wife have left Japan to work in 
Nepal with the aid of funds raised during Christian Education Week, sponsored 
by. the National Christian Council of Japan. Dr. Norboru Iwamura, an active 
Christian layman who was associate professor of the Medical Department of. 
Tottori University, and his wife will work at a hospital in Tansen, estab- 
lished by US and European missionaries. Until now the hospital has had _ 
only one other doctor, Dr. Carl Fredericks, a missionary of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA. | 


* * * 


An intensive three-year campaign to distribute Bibles in the Koto area 
of downtown Tokyo.is planned by the Bible Society of Japan. The programme 
envisages distribution of 1,300,000 Bibles over a three-year period, ano. 

' films, lectures, house-to-house evangelism, and. street-corner meetings as 
part of the campaign. _ | Rare 
| rei. Fe 


An article in the magazine Scotland, published by the Scottish Council 
for Development and Industry, reports that one person out of four in Scotlang 
is a member of the Church of Scotland, and that in the last four years the 
church has lost 14,000 communicants. The report also states that a survey 
of the Presbyterian churches shows that 22.8 per cent of the adult menber- 
ship of these churches attend Sunday services. , | 


# * % 


Dr. Martin Niemdller, German church leader and one of the presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, was honoured by the US Conference for the 
World Council of Churches at a luncheon in New York on Monday, April 2. 

He arrived on ‘April 1 for a month's visit to the United States, his first 
to the country since he was elected to the presidium of the World Council 
in New Delhi, India, in December, 1961. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The story in issue No. 9 (March 9) of Hcumenical Press Service 
(page 11) concerning a campaign to recruit and train Roman Catholics for 
work in Latin America: erroneously reported that 20,000 priests have recently 
gone from Spain to Latin America. The story should have stated that this 
number has gone to Latin America over a period of many years, and includes © 
not only priests, but teachers and members of religious orders. Beumenical 
Press Service sincerely regrets this error. 
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Mery Ol. tie Executive Committee's Statement on Disarmament 


As members of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, 
we note with gratitude that the disarmament cenference has convened in Geneva, 
the three powers concerned have resumed their discussions on the cessatien 
of nuclear weapons testing, and the USA and USSR have reached a better under- 
standing on the peaceful uses of outer spaee. We have therefore examined, 
once again, the crucial question of peace and war in a world in which a 
highly precarious peace rests on the formidable and unstable balance of 
terror. Well aware of the many failures of the past and the immense diffi- 
culties yet to be overcome, we nevertheless press with renewed hope for 
effective agreements, 


We believe that nations are accountable to. God for their use of pewer. 
Moved by our common Christian faith, we, who are bound together in a world- 
wide Christian fellowship which transcends natien and race, urge all 


governments concerned: 


1. Not te continue or resume the testing of nuclear weapons and as a 
warrant of their good faith, to agree on a system of information 
and verification which will assure all parties that treaty commit- 
ments are being honoured. 


2. To continue to press for positive agreements on the specific areas 
of international frietion, and on the broad questions immediately 
related to disarmament as well ds the peaceful uses of outer 
space for the advancement of scientific gains to the benefit ef all. 


3. To be ready to take, in their individual capacities, calculated 
risks which will contribute to disarmament and at the same time 
will not betray their responsibility for international security 
nor prejudice the requirements of information and verification. 


4. To search for and seize any possible starting points of disarmament 
while recognising that the cessation of tests by verifiable agree- 
ments, if it can be obtained, seems now to offer the best base from 
which to advance, 


Aceordingly, we urge the member churches of the World Council of Churches 
to seize and use every opportunity to press these policies on their govern- 
Ments; persistently to advocate the continuation of negotiations; and, 
using the resources of the eeumenical fellowship, to help allay what bedevils 
contemporary negotiations, namely the tragic lack of mutual trust amounting 
to profeund mutual suspicion. 


And we invite all Christians to fight frustration and defeatism; to 
persevere in patience and hope in spite of all setbacks; and to support by 
their prayers, attitudes and actions the endeavours of their churches in 
ecumenical fellowship to advance peace, freedom and justice between and 
among all nations and their anxious peoples. 
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WCC SEEKING YOUTH FOR YEAR'S SERVICE OVERSEAS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches is looking for thirty young people 
between the ages of twenty and thirty who are willing to give a year of 
voluntary service in ecumenical work camps in Asia and Africa. 


The camps - one in Thailand and one in Kenya - will start in August 
and November respectively. 


The projects are part of the Department's Eeunenical Work Camp Pro- 
gramme in which each year 1,000 youth participate in over 50 camps) of 
approximately four weeks! duration in countries around the world. 


The projeots in Thailand and Kenya represent the first opportunity for 
extended youth service overseas under World Council Youth Department aus- 
pices. Both camps will be international and ecumenical. 


In Thailand, campers will construct additional buildings at a confer- 
ence and youth centre run by the Church of Christ of Thailand at Sutep, in 
the district of Chiengmai. Negotiations are also underway with local 
Buddhist authorities for the youth to help with a project for the local 
community. The authorities will contribute the funds and the youth will 
volunteer the labour. 


Money for construction of the conference centre has been donated by 
youth groups around the world through World Youth Projects, a youth inter- 
church aid programme of the WCC's Youth Department. 
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Campers assigned in Kenya will build a conference centre at Mombasa rox 
the Kenya Christian Council, and will work in the rebuilding of villages in 
the bush in the Tana River district which was innundated by floods last year. 


The Rev. Ralph Weltge, WCC secretary for work camps, said the World 
Council ig looking for mature young men and women who have had previous 
experience in volunteer service and that special preference will be given to 
applicants with training in building and construction work. Campers are 
asked to pay their own travel costs, but are given room and board. 


Applicants should write to their national ecumenical youth council or 
the WCC Youth Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 
EPS, Geneva 


CONFESSIONAL BODIES INVITE STUDY OF THEIR INFLUENCE 


ep a A 


(Geneva) - Spokesmen for the major world confessional bodies told the World 
Council of Churches here this week that they would welcome a thorough examina- 
tion of charges that the life and work of such organizations hindered the 
ecumenical movement and the autonomy and unity of the younger churches. 


Representatives of Protestant, Orthodox, and Old Catholic ecclesiastical 
groupings embracing a total of 250 million Christians meeting here voiced 
support for a proposal made at the World Couneil's New Delhi Assembly last 
year that an international consultation be called by the WCC for that purpose. 


They reached agreement with a World Council staff delegation, headed by 
general secretary Dr. W. A. Visser '+ Hooft, that an attempt be made to 
convene such a gathering in February, 1964, in the Near East with about AO 
participants. 


Such participants would include mission experts, theologians and 
other representatives of the confessional organizations, ecumenical leaders, 
and churchmen from Asia and Africa. Some spokesmen for the latter two 
groups have been highly critical of the development of the confessional 
bodies. 


The WCC recommendation for the study was made after sharp criticism 
had been levelled against the confessional organizations, especially by 4 
meeting of the Hast Asia Christian Conference held in November in Bangalore. 
The Bangalore conference itself laid plans for a complete appraisal of the 
ways the Asian churches were affected by the existence and activities of 
the confessional bodies. 


At another session complaints that the world confessional organizations 
were obstacles to the unity and renewal of the Christian churches were 
examined by several speakers. 


They said many of the complaints were grounded on misinformation or 
misunderstanding of facts because the world organizations were not engaged 
in the kinds of activities attributed to them. 


The speakers - two from the confessional organizations and one from 
the WCC - said that sometimes the guilty parties had been individual Western 
churches, not the world bodies, most of which claim to be supporters of the 
ecumenical movement. Such churches, it was pointed out, can be more "con- 
fessionalist') in the sectarian sense, than the international organizations. 
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However, the World Council speaker, assistant general seeretary Norman 
Goodall, urged the organizations to consider "what ean be done to guard 
against the dangers (of confessionalism) and to make it clear that (they), 
no less than the churches which compose them, stand within the ecumenical 
movement". 


He declared that "even the best elements in world confessionalism are 
felt to be inadequate in the light of a faith which is the confession of the 
whole family of Christ and of a Christian solidarity, embracing all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity". 


Dr. Goodall joined with the other two speakers - theological secretary 
Lewis S. Mudge of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and executive 
secretary Kurt Schmidt-Clausen of the Lutheran World Federation - in advocat- 
ing close co-operative and consultative relations between such bodies and 
the WCC. 


Taking part here in the third meeting of such organizations were 20 
representatives of the Lutherans, Reformed, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Baptists, Congregationalists, Disciples of Christ, Pentecostals, Friends, 
Orthodox, and Old Catholics. Also present were five World Council staff 
members. The Anglican communion declined an invitation to send a participant. 

EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN OFFICIAL SEES PROTESTANTS ABOUT COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - Plans to invite observers from other Christian communions to 
attend the Second Vatican Council were discussed here by the secretary of 
the papal office for Christian unity and representatives of Protestant, 
Orthodox and Old Catholic Churches. 


The discussion with Mgr. Jan Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Christian Unity took place this week at the third meeting of world confess- 
ional organizations. (See above). 


Taking part were representatives of the Lutheran, Reformed, Presby- 
terian, Methodist, Baptist, Congregationalist, Disciples of Christ, 
Pentecostal, Orthodox, and Old Catholic Churches, and Friends (Quakers). 
The Anglican communion declined an invitation to send a participant. 


At the meeting, Mgr. Willebrands outlined preparations for the Vatican 
Council, which is to be formally inaugurated in October 11, and which, he 
emphasized, will be "“acouncil of the Roman Catholic Church for the Roman 
Catholic Church". 


He confirmed the Roman Catholic desire that the gathering be attended 
by observers from Christian fellowships and churches not in communion with 
the papal church, and explained that his secretariat had the task of carry- 
ing out that desire. 


Pope John XXIII wishes to have representatives present from the non- 
Roman Catholic Christian world, according to Mgr. Willebrands, so that their 
impressions of the Council may be based on first-hand observatizonand in the 
hope that what they see and hear may be helpful to them in their efforts to 
find Christian unity. 


oo 
No. 14 - 13th April, 1962 4 


Presiding at the meeting was Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Geneva, the host organization. 


Later, the Vatican official also met with World Council of Churches! 
staff to discuss the possibility of having WCC observers at the Council. 
EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCHES PROTEST RESUMPTION OF NUCLEAR TESTS 


(Hoddesdon, Herts.) - The British Council of Churches will send a resolution 
to the Prime Minister expressing alarm at the conditional decision of the 
British and US governments to renew nuclear weapons testing. 


The Council, holding a two-day meeting here, passed without opposition 
a resolution registering its concern for the increased urgency of an inter- 
national agreement to ban testing. Recognizing as "a major obstacle" to an 
agreement, the fear of the USSR that international inspection of tests would 
endanger its security, the Council urged the government "to continue to 
press as a starting point for no more than the minimum detection machinery 
necessary to give reasonable assurance that an agreement will be observed". 


In another session the Council agreed without dissent to a resolution 
urging the abolition or suspension of sapital punishment. In the case of 
suspension, the Council said, the period should be long enough to provide 
adequate evidence on which a final decision could be taken. 


It said that convicted criminals should be punished by "an adequate 
sentence" which reflected society's condemnation of the crime, was deterrent 
in its effect, and made provision for the rehabilitation of the offender and 
the protection of the community. . 


| The resolution also said that the family of a murderer's victim should 
“be compensated and that the murderer's assets and his earnings in jail 
“should be contributed towards the compensation, EPS, Geneva 


DR FRY SEES NO CLASH IN WCC, LWF OBJECTIVES 


(Helsinki) - Active participation in both the esumenical movement and a 
world confessional programme at the same time need not involve any conflict 
of principle or purpose, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry declared in addresses in 
four Nordic countries in March. 


Dr. Fry is chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches and president of the Lutheran World Federation, largest of the 
international confessional bodies. 


During a 16-day official visit to Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Finland 
that ended here last week, the US churchman said that in the LWF are express- 
ed the same objectives that are proclaimed in the ecumenical movement. 


He stressed that organizations like the World Council are "based on 
the belief that a degree of unity exists among the churches and that our 
duty is to discover it, to expand it by studying God's Word together, and 
to act together in manifestation of the unity already possessed". 


In carrying out this duty through the Federation, he said, Lutheran 
churches have a more extensive basis than does the WCC, because of their 
common acceptance of the same confession of faith. EPS, Geneva 
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DOO IN US ASK HALT TO NUCLEAR RACH 


(New York) ~ Withdrawal of the USA from the arms race as "the only way to 
break the terrible circles of armament and counter-armament. . ."" is asked 
by more than 500 US clerical and lay Christians of many churches in a state- 
ment released this week by the Church Peace Mission. 


The 3,000-word document urges the US government to make "the most 
serious and unremitting effort to achieve controlled multi-lateral disarma- 
ment among nations", 


If this is impossible, it says, the US should follow a course of uni- 
lateral disarmament, with the initial step the cessation of testing and 
further production of atomic weapons and of chemical, biological,and radio- 
logical weapons. 


The Mission is made up of representatives of the traditional peace 
churches such as the Society of Friends (Quakers) and the Church of the 
Brethren, as well as the peace groups of other Protestant denominations. 


Signers of the statement, entitled "A Christian Approach to Nuclear 
War", included Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Negro integrationist leader; 
Dr. Clarence EB. Pickett, secretary emeritus of the American Friends' Service 
Committee; Dr. John Haynes Holmes, minister emeritus of the Community 
Church, New York; Dr. George A. Buttrick, former minister of Madison Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New York; Dean Walter G. Muelder of Boston University's 
School of Theology; Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg of St. Louis, former president 
of the National Council of Churches; Dr. Joseph Sittler, Lutheran theologian 
and member of the University of Chicago's Federated Theological Faculties; 
and Dr. Herbert Gezork, president of Andover-Newton Theological Seminary. 

EPS, Geneva 


DR NIEMOELLER SAYS COLLECTION OF PRINCIPLES REPLACING TRUE GOSPEL 


(New York) - A president of the World Council of Churehes has attributed 
the "deplorable state" of church life today to the replacement of the true 
Gospel message by a collection of Christian principles. 


Dr. Martin Niemeeller, head of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, 
Germany, one of the six WCC presidents, diseussed the challenge to the 
Church in this decade at a luncheon in New York City, at the start of a 
month!s lecture tour in the United States. 


He said that there are in Germany today "thousands of church member 
atheists" who understand Christianity as a system of ethical or moral 
principles but feel no incentive to participate in any service or listen to 
the Gospel message. Fewer attend church now than in the days of Hitler, 
he pointed out. 


Dr. Niemoeller said such people aceept some "oractical" Christian 
principles, but reject others such as "love thy enemy" as "excessive and 
idealistic. 


“"You can easily be an atheist with Christian principles and you can 
vote for a party with the word Christian in its name and still you can 
remain apart from the Church and yet support it with your taxes because, 
after all, this instrument is promoting the same principles you embrace and 
cherish", he said. 


ad es 


No. 14 - 13th April, 1962 6 


Dr. Niemoeller stressed that "the Gospel we preach" cannot be understood 
merely as an ethical programme. "The Gospel is basically a personal relation- 
ship between the living Lord and the faithful disciple". 


The division of the Church in the present day is one of the challenges 
eonfronting it, he said. The idea of Christianity as the white man's 
religion is another. 


In newly independent countries "native religions are coming to life 
again" and Christians are blamed as partisans of the white man. The young 
churches are seeking to overcome their denominational differences. 


"When in India Christians of different confessional affiliationsfind 
the way to each other and become organized in one ecclesiastical body, this 
means a real challenge to those churches in Europe and America which preach 
the Gospel and still go on in their separation", said Dr. Niemoeller. 

EPS, Geneva 


METHODIST OFFICIAL NAMED TO WCC STAFF 


(Geneva) - The Rev. Dr. Roland W. Scott, an official of the Methodist Board 
of Missions, New York City, has been appointed to serve in Geneva as one of 
the secretaries of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World 
Council of Churches. 


The appointment has been announced by the Rt. Rev. J. H. Lesslie 
Newbigin, director of the Division which was created in 1961 at the New 
Delhi Assembly cf the World Council when the International Missionary Council 
and the World Council of Churches became a single organization. 


The new official will assist in the general administration of the 
Division's Geneva office. There are two other offices of the Division, one 
in New York, headed by Dr. George W. Carpenter, and a London office, under 
the direction of the Rev. Ronald K. Orchard. 


The new World Council official has served as executive secretary for 
administration and for Europe, North Africa and Southern Asia of the 
Division of World Missions of the Methodist Board of Missions. 


Dr. Scott served in India as a missionary from 1930 until 1955, and 
was for a number of years one of the secretaries of the National Christian 
Council, with special responsibility for evangelism and theological education, 


In 1956 Dr. Scott became executive secretary of the Joint Office for 
Southern Asia and the Middle Bast of the Division of Foreign Missions of the 
National Council of Churches in the USA. He returned to his own Board in 


1958. 


Dr. Scott was born in Toledo, Ohio. He was educated at Toledo Uni- 
versity, Asbury College, Drew Theological Seminary, and Columbia University. 
Before being commissioned a missionary he was pastor of Methodist churches 
in Dunkirk and Fountain City, Indiana, EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY ORDERED OUT OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA 


| cae NL CLL LL LC LL LL LOLOL LLL CLL LLL LL LA, 


(New York) - An American Methodist missionary who was deported from Angola 
last December after being accused by the Portuguese government of aiding 
African nationalists, has been refused a permanent residence permit in 
Southern Rhodesia, a press release issued by the Board of Missions of the 
Methodist Chureh here reports. 
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The Rhodesian Federal Immigration Board has given the Rev. Wendell Lee 
Golden, 36,a Methodist minister of Rockfard, Ill., until April to leave the 
country, No reason was given for the expulsion, but executives of the 
Methodist Board of Missions said it resulted from pressures exerted by 
Portuguese officials stationed in Southern Rhodesia. 


Mr. Golden, his wife and four children have been living in Umtali, 
Southern Rhodesia, since December 12. 


On September 5 last year, Mr. Golden and three other missionaries were 
arrested in Luanda and Malange on charges of having "connived with terror- 
ists'', who have been rebelling against the Portuguese government since 
March 15, 1961. Mr. Golden was also charged with plotting to blow up a 
railway. 


Despite their having denied the charges, and in the absence of proof 
to support Portugal's eharges, the Board said the missionaries were ae 
oned in Luanda and Lisbon for 90 days and then deported without trial. 


When the other three missionaries returned to the United States, Mr. 
Golden was reassigned to mission work in Southern Rhodesia. 


On February 22, 10 days after their arrival, the Goldens received word 
from the Rhodesian Immigration Board that their application for a residence 
permit had been. turned dom-Anappeal was presented twice but refused both 
times. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED & SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES SEEK NEW CO-OPERATIVE PROGRAMMES 


(Washington) - First steps toward broadening and extending the co-operative 
programmes of the Reformed Church in America and the Presbyterian Chur ch, tn 
the US (Southern) were taken here when a joint committee of the two denom- 
inations prepared a resolution with a plan of action. 


Headed by John A. Fulton, attorney of Louisville, Ky., who is chairman 
of the Presbyterian Permanent Committee on Inter-Church Relations, the joint 
committee reeommended to their respective judicatories: 


"That the General Synod of the Reformed Church and the General Assembly 
of the (Southern) Presbyterian Church affirm their common purpose, 4s 
branches of the holy catholic Church, to seek together a fuller expression 
of unity in faith and action." 


The committee explained it was moved by a "desire to give more effec- 
tive witness to the Gospel" and "especially to the Reformation emphasis on 
the authority of the Scripturesand the sovereignty of God, as reaffirmed in 
the Lordship of Jesus Christ." 


The two bodies have eo-operated in the fields of Christian education 
and foreign missions and are currently writing a new curriculum together. 


The plan listed 14 areas of "common concern" which it suggests the two 
bodies should "study and explore together". These include doctrine, policy, 
worship and liturgy, world missionsand ecumenical relations, Christian 
education, theological education, and a "nationwide strategy" for evangelism, 
and mutual pastoral care. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES FERED STARVING REFUGEES FROM RUANDA 


(Geneva) - Emergency measures which the churches are taking to feed refugees 
from Ruanda, Central Africa, who have crowded into a famine area in Urundi 
are described in a message to the World Council of Churches. 


The writer is Dr. G. Talbot Hindley, Field Secretary of the Church 
Missionary Society's Ruanda Mission. 


He says that with Pastor Yona he visited a camp where, during the week- 
end, at least two people had died from hunger. His message adds: 


"We went together to see the Minister of Social Affairs. He said there 
was a great shortage of food throughout the country and that they had to 
control the amount of food which was sent to various centres. 


"When I told him that the purpose of our visit was to help in every way 
possible, he said that anything we could send would be gratefully received 
and asked that we should inform the Prefect of Kigali of any goods despatched 
that they might deduct this amount from what they would send so as to make 
other goods available elsewhere,.' 


Dr. Hindley then went out and bought 10 tons of rice and beans, at a 
cost of £500 ($1,400), for emergency feeding. The first six tons were sent 
off immediately. The Prefect was notified and the burgomaster is handling 
the distribution of the food. 


This prompt action was possible because of a mission to Central Africa 
that Christopher King, of the WCC's Service to Refugees, and Grover Alison, 
of Church World Service, New York, had undertaken at the invitation of local 
churches. 


Confident that the 197 member-churches of the WCC would support measures 
to deal with the crisis in Urundi, King and Alison had arranged for funds to 
be made available to buy food for the famished. 


This food and otner supplies ordered will provide only the barest sub- 
sistence rations to the refugees until the next harvest in June. 


. Dr. Hindley adds that it. is "pretty well agreed" that there are at 
least 45,000 refugees in Urundi and that there are a further 100,000 
refugees in the Congo. EPS, Geneva 


COURT ACQUITS GREEK ORTHODOX PRELATE 


(Athens ) - Archbishop Iakovos, who resigned as Primate of the Orthodox 
Church of Greece in January,12 days after being elected to the position 
because of charges of "unbecoming conduct", has been acquitted of the 
charges by the church!s highest canonical court (see EPS No. 4). 


The court ruled that the evidence brought against the ailing 67-year- 
old prelate did not substantiate the charges. The official announcement 
issued after five hours of deliberation said the court "found unanimously 
that the. accusations were not confirmed by the evidence produced in the 
file presented before the court". EPS, Geneva 


No. 14 - 13th April, 1962 | 9 


TR, NELSON NAMED TO OBERLIN POST 


(Oberlin, Ohio) - Dr. J. Robert Nelson, who resigned in 1960 as Dean of 
Vanderbilt University's Divinity School, Nashville, Tenn.,in protest over 
the expulsion of a Negro student involved in sit-in demonstrations, has been 
named Fairchild professor of systematic theology at the Graduate School of 
Theology at Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio (see EPS No. 22, 1960). He will 
succeed Dr. Walter M. Horton, now in his thirty-sixth year as Fairchild 
professor. oe ae 


Dr. Nelson was visiting professor of ecumenics at Princeton (id 
Theological Seminary in 1960-61, leaving that post to become visiting 
professor at Leonard and United Colleges in Bangalore, India. 


Prom 1954 70.195 7% he was secretary of the Commission on Faith and 


Order of the World Council of Churches, Geneva. He continues to serve as a 


member of the Commission, and during April and May is visiting Ceylon, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, and Japan to help set up'a series of conferences as 
part of the world-wide study preparation for the Fourth Faith and Order 
World Conference, scheduled to be held in Montreal, Canada, July 12-26, 196? 
EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH LUTHERAN LAYMEN ASK CHURCH REORGANIZATION 


_(Montbéliard, France) -~ Two hundred and fifty Lutheran laymen meeting here 


have submitted a plan to their church officials, calling for drastic 
reorganization of the church!s work in the district as a means of keeping 
pace with the rapid industrialization of this once’ rural section, The 
meeting was convened by the Protestant Action Movement, an inter-church 
organization of laymen. 


Salient point in “the plan is the request for realignment of the church! 
work into one single parish covering the entire urban district. 


Within the framework of the single parish, they said, the church should 
make a systematic effort to train the laity not only for church work, but 
for work in politics, social welfare, trade unions, and similiar groups, 


The “laymen also recommended that group-ministeries be established in 
which each pastor would specialize.in some particular form of the ministry. 
The first job of the pastor, the meeting said, "is to recognize, discern, 
stimulate and co-ordinate the different ministeries and tasks within the 
chureh'", : eee: . 


The recommendations were based on responses to a questionnaire circu- 
lated by Protestant Action and studied by parishes for the past few months. 
EPS, Geneva 


WCC ASKS ADDITIONAL FUNDS FOR NEW HEADQUARTERS 


(Geneva) - An appeal for additional funds to finance its new headquarters 
has been issued by the Executive Committee of the World Council of ag 


The international organization is asking its 197 member-churches for at 
additional $350,000 to complete the structure under construction here. 
Thus far the churches have contributed $2,417,813 towards an original goal . 
of $2,500,000.However, rising building costs have pushed the initial 
ot anit ks up to a total of $2,850,000. 


No. 14 - 13th April, 1962 10 


Construction of the new headquarters, started in June, 1961, is proceed- 
ing according to timetable. Two of the three wings are expected to be 
finished. by the end of this year, and the central block and a third wing 
will be started upon their completion. 


The WCC's policy-making Central Committee, when it meets in Paris in 
August, will decide whether the third wing should be left unfinished until 
sufficient funds for all costs have been secured. 


The building is expected to be ready for occupancy by the end of 1963. 


Asking for additional funds the Executive Committee expressed its — 
appreciation to churches for contributions made thus far, noting that each 
church has given generously in proportion to its resources. 


The new headquarters will house the WCC's present staff of about 180 
persons and about 100 persons on the staffs of the Lutheran World Federation, 
the World Presbyterian Alliance, the Brethren Service Commission, and other 
WCC-related bodies. It will be located at a site on the north-west side of 
Lake Geneva, a short distance from the Palais des Nations. Present WCC 
headquarters are situated on the opposite side of Lake Geneva in converted 
chalets and four wooden barracks. EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX LEADERS MEET IN ISTANBUL 


(Istanbul) - Ways of strengthening and expanding relations between Orthodox 
Churches were disusssed here by the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I and 
Patriarch Cyril I of Bulgaria. 


‘The Bulgarian primate visited the Patriarch as part of a tour he is 
making of the Near and Middle East, During the visit the two Patriarchs | 
celebrated the liturgy together in the Patriarchal Cathedral. 


A communique issued at the conclusion of the visit said that, among 
other things, the two Orthodox leaders discussed the recent Third Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches and agreed that it had made "a positive 
contribution to the cause of Christian unity". They also issued an appeal 
for the intensification of prayers for world peace. 


The Bulgarian Patriarch later visited Damascus, Syria, where he and 
Patriarch Theodosius VI of Antioch celebrated the liturgy together in 


Damascus Cathedral. He then continued hisivisit in Jordan and in Egypt. 
: EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Heinrich Ott, of Riehen, Switzerland, has been named professor of 
systematic theology at: the University of Basel, succeeding Dr. Karl Barth, 
world-famous Protestant theologian who has retired. Dr. Ott 32, was 
named to the position by the Basel City Council although his name did not 
appear on the list of candidates proposed by the University's Theological 
Faculty. Dr. Ott, who was once a student of Dr. Barth, was an instructor 
at the University. Earlier, he served two Swiss parishes as minister. “He 
is the author of several books on contemporary theology. 


* * * 
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The Rev. Richard W. Taylor, a US Methodist missionary, is the first 
non-Indian to be appointed to the senior staff‘of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Sotiety in India. In his new position he will 
head the Institute's research and study programme in Bastern India. His 
headquarters will be at Serampore where he will also teach at Serampore 
College. Harlier, Mr. Taylor served as head of the Department of Sociology 
at Nagpur University, director of the Christian-Retreat and Study Centre at 

Rajpur, and professor sociology at Hislop College, Nagpur. He has collaborat 
' ed in writing several books in the field of Christian social concern and | 
rapid social. change. 


* * * 


Da. Mervyn Stockwood, Anglican Bishop of Southwark, was received by 
Pope John XXIII in an audience on Saturday. It was his second call at the 
Vatican in recent years. He met the Pope in 1959 before becoming a bishop. — 


. * * * 

. The Rev. William K. Du Val, administrative secretary of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council of Churche 
for the past 6 years, has been named regional secretary for Hurope and : 
Africa in the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA. He will begin his new duties in June. The . : 
successor to Mr. Du Val is Pastor Jens Thomsen -of the Danish Lutheran--Church 


* 


who was secretary for organization of the WCC'!s recent Third Assembly. . 


* * * 


Bishop Stephen F, Bayne, executive officer of the Anglican Communion, 
has laid the corner stone marking the start of construction of new buildings 
for St. George's College, Jerusalem. The work is expected to be completed 
by the end of this year. The ceremony was attended by British and US 
Embassy officers, Jerusalem civie officials and representatives of various 
churches and religious orders. The college is at present conducting classe 
other quarters a for ordination candidates for the Jeruslam Arch- 
bishopric. The college also offers post-graduate study in biblical, arch- 
acological, ecumenical, and liturgical subjects, and a series of short 
summer courses. : 


i * * 


Brazilians will be employed to replace missionaries as directors of 
several North Brazil Mission institutions in 1962 and 1963, the Presbyteria 
US Board of World Missions has decided. At the request of the Mission, the 
Board has approved the employment of Brazilians to free missionaries for 
transfer to other Mission work and for regular furloughs in the United 
States. In 1962, Brazilian directors will replace missionaries in the 
Mission's audio-visual department and Mission press. In 1964, a Brazilian 
will become director of the Bible Institute of the North. © 

4 . x * oF 

Dr. Archibald Craig, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church o 
Scotland, met with officials of the World Presbyterian Alliance and the 
World Council of Churches in. Geneva on.a brief visit here this week. Dr. 
Craig is on his way home to Scotland following visits in Jerusalem and 
Rome (see EPS No. 13). 

x x x 
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Roman Catholic authorities have announced plans for 228 new churches 
in the Paris area to keep pace with the annual influx into the city of an 
estimated 150,000 persons from the provinces and the present boom in new 
housing for industrial workers. At present there are 120 churches in the 
central Paris area or one for every 23,000 inhabitants, and 239 churches or 
one for every 12,500 inhabitants in the suburban areas. The new churches 
will be built to serve the new "urban units" of-:some 3,000 dwellings in 
each, being provided by the Ministry of Construction to house the newcomers. 


* i ae * 


‘ Dr. Paul Minear, director of the Department of Faith and Order of. the 
WCC, has received an honorary doctorate's degree from the Faculty of Theology 
of the University of Utrecht, Netherlands. 


coc 


* * * 


Protestants, Catholics,and Jews in Detroit, Mich., USA, have united in 
@ programme to aid the blind. Representatives-of the three faiths have 
established the Blind Service Centre to provide aid in emergencies, counsell- 
ing and employment assistance for the sightless. ; 


eer * * 


Funds to complete a Baptist church centre now under construction in 
Warsaw, Poland, were guaranteed by the administrative committee of the 
Baptist World Alliance meeting in Washington, D.C., after it received an 
emergency appeal from the Rev. Alexander Kircun, president of the Polish | 
Baptist Union. The unfinished building was opened for worship last Septem- 
ber after Baptists in many countries had raised $120,000 for its construc- 
tion. However, Polish authorities have said it will be closed if it is not 
completed by September 1... An estimated $20,000 is required to finish the. 
structure. The operating of a theological seminary, which began its work in 
February, is also dependent upon the completion of the building by 
September. 


* * * 


The Swedish Baptist Union has appointed a committee to study whether or 
not it should join the World Council of Churches. The Union is a member of 
the Swedish Ecumenical Council. Of 23 Baptist Unions in the Huropean 
Baptist Federation, 4 belong to the World SYS UAR api OP 


* * * 


A $65,900 Lutheran Service Centre has been formally dedicated in 
Seoul, Korea. The centre will provide worship, welfare, and recreational 
facilities for US military personnel in Korea. The centre is one of 20 
maintained overseas for US service men and their families by the Lutheran 
Service Commission, a joint agency of the National Lutheran Council in the 
US, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. st 


* * * 


A booklet designed to educate US congregations in the financial needs 
of their pastors has been issued in New York by the National Council of 
Churches. The booklet, prepared on behalf of 11 denominations, is based on 
a two-year study financed by the Rockefeller Brothers! Fund. The study 
showed that the median income of pastors in 15 major denominations is at 
least $1,000 below the average American family income. 
EPS, Geneva 
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MEMO TO EPS SUBSCRIBERS ~- 


‘It has been the practice of EPS in the past to print its stories on 


only one side of the page in order to make it easier for editors and others 
to clip the material they wish to keep on file. Owing to the increased 


volume of news being received from EPS correspondents, the size of the 


average issue has increased by nearly one third during the past year. 
However, paper and ae eel costs make it impossible to inoreasc the number 
of Ae of each edition witout ie Seth sabsoription COs tH. * 1 ankdsrdae 
to avoid this the EPS Editorial Board proposes that future issues of EPS be. 
printed on both sides of the sett Tt would help A in sat Se future: 


issues to have your comments about this suggestion on the form below. 


BOs Ecumenical Press Service, 
Information Department, 
World Council of poe CRSP 
17 route de Malagnou, 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


I could / could not use BPS if. printed on both sides of the paper. 


Name 3 


Publication: 


cn 


Address: 
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US CHURCHMEN REPORT PROGRESS IN MERGER TALKS 


(Washington, D.C.) - Forty delegates from four major US Protestant denomina- 
tions have ended two days of unity talks here by issuing an invitation to 
three other denominations to join their conversations. (See EPS No. 2) 


Representatives of The Methodist Church, Protestant Episcopal Church, 
United Church of Christ, and the United Presbyterian Church in the USA 
also established a continuing organization to be known as "The Consultation 
on Church Union", and announced that it will meet again in March, 1963. 


Formal invitations to join the talks will soon go out to the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ), the Evangelical United Brethren, and the 
Polish National Catholic Church. 


Interviewed at the conclusion of the two-day meeting, participants 
were almost uniformly optimistic about the prospects. Dr. Bugene Carson 
Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, said that 
the discussions had "carried" them "much further than we dared hope". 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop Robert F. Gibson, Jr., of Virginia, 
declared: "I can tell you this. I'm a lot more hopeful about the prospects 
than I was when I walked in here." 


Mr. Charles C. Parlin, a Methodist layman and a president of the World 
Council of Churches, told newsmen that conferrees had reached agreements on 
important procedural questions. 
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A statement issued by the meeting confirmed that progress had been made, | 
and declared: | 


"Wehave made noattempt to reach agreement in areas of difference. 
Rather, we have sought to isolate issues which need further study and 
clarification." 


Conference leaders said there are differences existing in four major 
areas among the four denominations. These are: 1. The historical basis for 
the Christian ministry that is found in the Scriptures and in the early 
Church; 2. The origins, use and standing of creeds and confessional state- 
ments; 3. The restatement of theology of the liturgy; and 4. The relation 
of word and sacraments. 


The meeting was the outgrowth of a proposal first made by Dr. Blake, 
preaching in San Francisco, Calif., in December, 1960. That plan, which seems 
to have caught the imagination of millions of US church-goers, presented in 
broad terms an outline of how a combined church could be formed that would 
be "truly catholic, truly reformed, and truly evangelical". 


Named as officers of the Consultation, which will convene further meet- 
ings, were Dr. James I. McCord, president of Princeton Cys) Theological 
seminary, as president, and Mr. Charles C. Parlin, as secretary. 


The four churches represent some 20,000,000 US church members. Largest 
of the four is The Methodist Church wilh 10,000,000 members. The Episcopal 
Church has 3,500,000 members, the Presbyterian Church has 3,300,000, and the 
United Church 2,250,000. All the churches, with the exception of the 
Episcopal Church, are themselves products of mergers. EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHURCH LEADERS PLAN MEETINGS 


(Tokyo) - Final plans have been approved here for a series of "situation con- 
ferences" of Asian church leaders to discuss their common mission in Asia. 
(See EPS No. 9). 


The conferences, which will draw participants from the entire Asian 
region, will be held in March, 196%, in Madras, Tokyo, and Singapore under 
auspices of the Kast Asia Christian Conference. 


Preliminary proposals for the conferences were made last November by 
the East Asia Christian Conference (EACC) Enlarged Continuation Committee 
in Bangalore. The plans announced here were made at meetings held during 
the past two weeks in Jaffna, Ceylon, Singapore, and Tokyo, 


The conferences in Madras and Singapore will be focused on a series of 
questions drawn up by the Bangalore consultation and designed to discover 
the ways in which "the overall task can be planned and carried out by the 
total people of God in each area". These include: "What are the positions 
at the frontier of the mission which must be held at all costs? What are 
the growing edges of the churches! work and witness which must be encouraged 
and supported? What church programmes should be discontinued because they 
are out of date or unproductive? What are the implications of denominational 
and confessional divisions?! 


In preparation for the conferences these questions will be studied by 
church groups in Asia during the remainder of this year. 
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The Tokyo conference, which will be the first major meeting of church- 
men from Korea, Japan, and Formosa since the end of World War II, will also 
consider the same questions, but more time is expected to be given to 
exchanges designed to help the church leaders get to know one another better. 


Participants in each conference will include fifty to sixty represent- 
atives of the Asian churches and some ten representatives of mission boards 
which work in the area. The EACC announcement said the mission representa- 
tives will be present because the EACC gives "full recognition to the fact 
that such discussions obviously involve the mission boards working in the 
area", It said it has asked the World Council of Churches! Division of 
World Mission and Evangelism to give its support in securing mission 
representation. 


The announcement said it is hoped that as a result of the meetings the 
churches and mission boards in local areas will consult together to plan 
strategy for serving the total need. Such a plan, it said, would involve 
not only increased co-operation but the redepolyment of resources. 


Dr. D. T. Niles, Jaffna, general secretary of EACC, said the conferences 
will not be concerned with trying to settle the theological issues which 
separate the churches. Rather, he said, "we are concerned to put into 
action agreements about joint enterprises which have been constantly reit- 
erated, but never implemented". 


Another consequence of the conferences will be an All-Asian Faith and 
Order conference on "World Confessionalism and the Younger Churches", 
scheduled some time before the second EACC Assembly in May, 1964. 

EPS, Geneva 


BOYCOTT OF N&iW ORLEANS SCHOOLS FAILS 


(New Orleans) - A threatened boycott of Roman Catholic parochial schools by 
segregationists has failed to materialize in the New Orleans Archdiocese. 


Figures for registration held last week indicate that 90 per cent of 
the white pupils currently enrolled will return in September when the 
schools will be integrated according to an order by Archbishop Joseph F. 
Rummel. (See EPS No. 13). 


An archdiocesan spokesman said that if this proportion is maintained, 
the number of youth planning to continue their education in the diocesan 
schools should equal the record enrollment of last year. 


(However, news reports said that a spot check of the schools indicated 
that only a handful of the 8,978 Negros who are pupils in segregated schools 
had expressed a desire to transfer. The registration figures are expected 
to be issued within a few days, but there is some doubt that they will 
disclose the number of Negros seeking to attend the white institutions. ) 


The high re-enrollment of white students is being hailed as a major 
victory for Archbishop Rummel over the city's segregationists. Among the 
most active of these is a group called Save the Nation, headed by Mrs. B. 

J. Gaillot. Last week Mrs. Gaillot made public a letter from the Archbishop 
which threatened her with ex-communication unless she stopped fighting his 
order. 


a ey 
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The letter said in part: 


"In the spirit of fatherly solicitude, we deem it our duty to admonish 
you that any further attempt by you through word or deed to hinder our 
orders or provoke our devoted people to disobedience or rebellion against 
the Church will subject you to ex- communication." 


it was announced later that the Archbishop and Mrs. Gaillot would have 
& private interview. Mrs. Gaillot told newsmen she wanted to argue what 
she believes is scriptural justification for segregation. 


An implied warning to the more militant segregationists was also con- 
tained in the edition of Catholic Action of the South, issued last week to 
about 40,000 families in the southern part of Louisiana. It came in the 
form of an article defining the penalty for ex-communication from the 
chureh. It said this could be imposed by the Archbishop for "wanton dis- 
obedience" of church law. 


Support of the integration move has come from Catholics all over the 
nation. In San Francisco Archbishop Egidio Vagnozzi, Apostolic Delegate to 
the United States, said in a press interview that Archbishop Rummel will 
receive "all the support he needs" in carrying out his plan. 


Protestants have also applauded the action. Dr. Lawrence L. Durgin 
of the Broadway Congregational Chureh, New York, called it a decision of 
"forthright courage"'. He asked his congregation to join in prayers for its 
success. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS SAY PORTUGAL FALSELY ACCUSES MISSIONARIES 


(New York) - The Board of Missions of The Methodist Church (USA) has criti- 
cized the Portuguese government for falsely accusing four Methodist mission- 
aries of "subversive activities" in Angola. 


After studying general and specific charges by the Portuguese against 
the missionaries, the Board's executive committee voted unanimously its 
"clear conviction" that the missionaries have in no way supported terrorist 
or alleged "communist" activities in Angola. 


The four missionaries, all Americans, were expelled from Portugal on 
December 2, 1961, after having been imprisoned for 90 days without trial in 
Angola and Lisbon. The missionaries, at the time of their arrest on 
September 5, and since, have categorically denied the accusations made 
against them. 


The Board criticized Portuguese authorities in Lisbon, Angola, and 
Washington, D.C., for making "unfounded and unsubstantiated" charges 
against the missionaries. Dr. Eugene L. Smith, general secretary of the 
Board's Division of World Missions, New York, said that if the Portuguese 
government has any information or proof supporting accusations against the 
missionaries, "it should be disclosed and made public. 


"They do not have any proof because the accusations are absolutely 
false", he said. 


Three of the missionaries are now in the United States. They are the 
Rev. Edwin LeMaster, 39, of Lexington, Ky; Fred Brancel, 35, of Endeavor, 
Wis.; and Marion Way, Jr., 31, of Charleston, S.C. Each had served more 
than nine years in Angola at the time of his imprisonment. 
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The fourth missionary, the Rev. Wendell: Golden, 36, of Rockford, Ill., 
is in Southern Rhodesia where he was reassigned as district Superintendant. 
However, Mr. Golden has been refused a permanent residence permit three 
times and has been asked to leave the country. | 


Board spokesmen blame the permit refusal on pressures applied in South- 
ern Rhodesia by the Portuguese Consul-General there, N. J. Pereira Bastos. 
(See EPS No. 14). EPS, Geneva 


NON-CATHOLICS "DELEGATE OBSERVERS" 


(Vatican City) ~ "Delegate observers" will probably be the official title 
given to representatives of non-Catholic bodies attending the Second Vatican 
Beumenical Council which opens in Rome on October 11. 


Vatican authorities said it had been suggested that the word "delegate" 
be added to the designation to indicate that the non-Catholic observers 
would be present, not as private individuals, but as official representatives 
of their various religious denominations. They will have no right to 
intervene in the discussions or to vote. _ , . 


So far,the number and type of non-Catholic denominations which will.be 
invited to send representatives to the Ecumenical Council is not known, 


An estimate of the number of official Roman Catholic representatives 
who will attend is given in a new book published in the United States by 
French author-scholar Henri Daniel-Rops. M. Daniel-Rops suggests that it 
will be attended by 2,816 bishops, canonists and theologians, or three times 
as many as those who were at the First Vatican Council in 1869. 


If existing principles of Canon Law are observed, he says, voting rights 
at the Council will be limited to the.1,898 cardinals, archbishops, resi- 
dential bishops, superiors of religious-orders, prelates and abbots nullius. 


The other 918 participants - titular bishops, nuncios, vicars and prefects 
apostolic, and certain theologians and canonists will be allowed to take. 
part in discussions, but not to vote, EPS, Geneva 


MULTI-RACIAL SCHOOL FOR SWAZILAND 


(Swaziland) - A multi-racial school will be opened next year in Swaziland. 
Sponsors of the project include Lady Dorothy Macmillan, wife of the British 
Prime Minister, Mr. Albert Luthuli, prominent African Christian leader who 
won last year's Nobel Peace Prize, and the Most Rev. Joost de Blank, Arch- 
bishop of Capetown. 


The school already has 15 EHuropean and 10 non-European applicants and 
expects eventually to have an enrollment of 120. Merit and not skin colour 
is the criterion for admission, an announcement said. "The object’is to 
produce a small number of highly qualified men of all races." 


The announcement noted that, while this will be the first multi-racial 
school in Swaziland, discriminatory laws have been abolished and that there 
is no reason why parents of any race should not apply for their children to 
attend any government school in the territory. EPS, Geneva 


No. 15 - 19th April, 1962 sae ae 


‘BISHOP CONDEMNS MOVEMENT FOR WORKER-PRIESTS 


(Grenoble) - A movement by Roman Catholic laity in this city to have the 
worker-priest programme reinstated has brought sharp criticism from Mgr. 
Fougerat, Bishop of the Diocese of Grenoble. 


In a public statement issued here, the Bishop described the movement 
as disruptive and one which "attacks respect and obedience at their very 
roots", The statement Said in parts 


"The arguments put forward by those who advocate the worker-priests 
show that they completely fail to realize the true nature and role of the 
Church, of the episcopal office and of the true concept of Catholic action. 


Reports indicate the campaign for renewal of the worker-priest move- 
ment is gaining increasing momentum here. A group of laymen have been 
conducting a house-to-house campaign for signatures to an appeal for 
reinstatement. (See EPS No. 10). EPS, Geneva 


MULTI-RACTAL CONGREGATION STARTED IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(Port Elizabeth) - A young Presbyterian minister here has quietly and with- 
out fuss or publicity launched what is believed to be the POLE completely 
multi-racial church congregation in South Africa. 


The Rev. R. J. D. Robertson has started a congregation of 85 Africans, 
Coloureds, and Buropeans in a room in his home. The new congregation was 
developed as a direct result of a decision taken by the Presbyterian Church 
Assembly last year, when it approved Mr. Robertson's proposals for a multi- 
racial congregation as a church "experiment". EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC GROUP URGES CO-OPERATIVE PROGRAMMES WITH PROTESTANTS 


(Freiburg) - One Bible for Roman Catholics and Protestants, joint days of 
repentance and prayer, and joint appeals for people in need, as means of 
building better inter-confessional understanding, are among recommendations 
of a Ronan Catholic group meeting here. 


The suggestions are put forward by a study group on inter-confessional 
‘relations, held here in connection with a Roman Catholic congress and 
attended by some 1,000 clergy and laymen from West Germany. 


The group also recommended that Protestants and Roman Catholics work 
together to help solve some of the problems in marriages between persons 
of the two confessions. 


The committee said that such programmes should be undertaken because 
the "classical differences between the two confessions are no longer so 
sharp and concentrated more and more on ecclesiology and Mariology". 

EPS, Geneva 


PAKISTAN JOURNAL CHARGES MISSIONARIES WITH USING "OQURSTIONABLE METHODS" 


(Karachi) - A leading daily newspaper here has asked the Pakistani govern- 
ment to set up a commission to examine what it claims are "Nageresive and 
questionable" methods being used by Christian missionaries to win converts 
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Among these methods, the paper alleged, is the promise of "material 
advantages" to persons who become Christians. 


The journal said the government also should study the origin of mission 
funds coming into the country, and that their use should be subjectto govern- 
ment control. It also suggested that all mission publications should be 


government censored, "to make certain they do not disparage the tenets of 
the Moslem faith". 


Bighty-six per cent of West Pakistan!s 90,000,000 population is Moslem. 
There is a Christian minority of 730,000 persons, of. whom 305,000 are 
Roman Catholics. The Moslem religion is the official state religion, but 
the constitution contains provisions to protect minority faiths, including 
the right to teach their religion. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Japan Harvest, a directory of Protestant mission boards and societies 
in Japan has been published by the Evangelical Missionary Association of 
Japan, Tokyo. The 177-page directory contains first-hand reports by 
missionaries of their work in each prefecture and an alphabetical listing 
or MeL ‘Protestant missionaries working in the country. 


* * * 


Repairs have been completed on the Lapseny Reformed Church, near 
Budapest, one of the most beautiful churches in the country, which was 
gutted by fire during World War II. The work, which cost more than 500,000 
forints ($43,250) was financed by a grant of 150,000 forints ($12,975) from 
the governnent’ and 165,000 forints ($14,272) given by parishioners and 
other church sources. The remainder was covered by loans. 


* * * 


A new picture edition of the King James Version of the New Testament, 
containing 566 black and white photographs, nine maps, and six diagrams, 
has been published by the American Bible Society. The volume, which looks 
like a magazine, has a glossy heavy paper cover and is priced at $1.00. 


* * x 


Appeals for those in need have been launched by Roman Catholics in 
France and the United States. In France, a special campaign to combat 
hunger in its three aspects - spiritual, cultural and physical, is under 
way under sponsorship of the Catholic Committee Against Hunger, which is 

asking local congregations to contribute money saved through voluntary acts 
of self-denial during Lent for programmes in Africa and Latin America. In 
the United States, Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, has 
opened a campaign for $1,000,000 to be sent to Latin America to finance 
loans to raise the standard of living. The plan will allow church leaders 
to borrow up to $50,000 at five per cent interest to prompt farmers to help 
themselves, by purchase of tools, fertilizers and other necessities. 
Current average borrowing rate in Latin America is 24 per cent. 


* * * 


Portions of the Bible had been published in 1,181 languages by the end 
of 1961. A breakdown of its report showed that the whole Bible has been 
published in 226 languages, a whole Testament in 281, and Scriptural 
portions in 674. 

- x x 
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A special International Affairs office near the United Nations in New 
York has been opened by the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. The 
office will réport to the church on international affairs, keep in touch 
- with diplomatic missions sent to the UN from overseas areas where Presby-. 
terians are working, and interpret the church's thinking on international . 
issues. Its director .is Dr. Clifford Barle, former secretary of the 
denomination's church-sooiety office. 


* ey * 


..-Dr. William Stewart, principal of Serhampore Theological College in. 
West Bengal and one of the leaders of the church union movement in India, 
has been named moderator of the General Assembly of the United Church of’ 
Northern India. Dr. Stewart will assume office at the church's assembly 
in Kolhapur, South India, next November. He will succeed Dr. C. H. Hazlett, 
the present moderator, who is retiring. 


* * * 


Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for Promot- 
ing Christian Unity, has visited East Berlin where he met with. Archbishop 
Alfred Bengsch, Bishop of Berlin, and members of the Soviet Zone Bishops! 
Conference. The Cardinal, in Germany for a brief lecture tour, spoke at 
the Bast Berlin Corpus Christi Church on the forthcoming Second Vatican 
Ecumenical Council and conveyed an apostolic blessing to the congregation. 
He also visited St. Hedwig's Cathedral and addressed a meeting of Hast 
Berlin priests. 

#' % ¥ % 


Hope in Action, by Dr. Hans Jochen Margull, executive secretary of the 
Department of Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, has now been 
published in English by Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, Pa., USA. The book, 
first published in German in 1959, deals with the ecumenical discussion of 
the theology of evangelism. : | a 


* * * 


The new appendix to the hymnals used in the Roman Catholic dioceses of 
the German-speaking part of Switzerland contains 16 hymns from the hymn- 
book of the Evangelical-Reformed Church in the area. The selections are 
intended for use mainly at inter-confessional services. 


* * * 


At the request of the YMCA in Finland, the World Alliance of YMCA's 
has decided not to send official delegates to the Festival of World Youth 
to be held in Helsinki this summer. A spokesman said the decision was made- 
because the festival, which will be sponsored by the Federation of Democrat- 
ie Youth, will be "a political youth conference". He said, however, many 
Ny! members are expected to attend the festival as individuals and "will 
nake a Christian witness in their private capacity". EPS, Geneva 


NOTICE TO EPS READERS: 


EPS will not.be issued next week, Friday, April 27. 
The next edition will appear on Friday, May 4. 


April, 1962 


MATERIALS ABOUT THIRD ASSEMBLY 


Numerous books, pamphlets, films, film strips and other miscellaneous 
materials interpreting the Third Assembly have been produced in several 
countries, 


For your information, several of these are given below. Listing does 


not necessarily mean materials are available for wider distribution than 
in the country producing them, All inquiries should be directed to the 


address listed -~ NOT to the World Council, unless otherwise stated. 
I, OFFICIAL ASSEMBLY PUBLICATIONS 


Languages 


1) ENGLISH 


New Delhi Speaks, containing the Message of the 
Assembly to the. Churches and the reports of the 
sections on Unity, Witness, and Service, 

(Cost 2 s 6d or US$0.50) 


Report of the Third Assembly, containing a narrative 


account of the proceedings from day to day of 
committees and sections and all important Assembly 
documents. To be published in early summer 1962. 
Length about 350 pages, 


Both the above publications are available from SCM 
Press, 56-58 Bloomsbury St., London; or Association 
Press, 291 Broadway, New York 7, N.Y. 


Ecumenical Review. 


(a) January, 1962 issue (Vol. XIV No.2). Containing 
texts of addresses by Bishop Gottfried Noth, 
Paul D. Devanandan, Masao Takenaka, Joseph A. 

_. Sittler, Archbishop Michael Ramsey, Nikos Nis- 
-siotis, Klaus von Bismarck, E.V. Mathew and 
Mollie Batten, Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, W.A, 
Visser 't Hooft as well as the following documents: 
vA. Message of the. Assembly to the Churches, An 
Appeal to all Governments and Peoples, A Message 
to Christians in South Africa, Message from the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, Message from 
Alexis, Patriarch of Moscow and all the Russias, 
Statement from the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 


(b) April, 1962 issue (Vol. XIV No. 3). This issue 
includes the following articles: "Working out 
the New Delhi Statement on Unity" by Ernest A, 
Payne; "Orthodoxy in the Ecumenical Movement" by 
Boris A. Bobrinskoy; "Hast and West - the New 
Opportunity" by John Lawrence; "Towards the Whole- 
ness of the Ecumenical Movement" by Bishop John 
sadiq; "Going Forward Together into Manifest 
Unity" by Philip Potter; "A Survey of Press Comments 
on the Third Assembly" by Philippe Maury es 


- Individual copies can be ordered (cost 3.- Swiss Francs 
“per copy). Available from Publications Office, World 


Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, 


Rhy bese 


Laity Bulletin No. 13 (in English and French). 


Containing complete texts of speeches es by von 
Bismarck, Mathew, and Batten. 

(Cost Sw.Francs 1.50. Available from Publications 
Department, World Council of RUEP Sea EF aM. od sh by es le 
de Malagnou, Geneva. ) -- ma 


2) FRENCH Noe elhi 1961 pgah a of the Third Assembly, 
see above.) Available from whebera Cee a & paras 4 
Neuch&étel, Switzerland, -~ 
(Cost Sw.Francs 9.-~ or 10 N, F. aie 


3) GERMAN Neu-Delhi spricht, containing the Message of 
| : the Assembly to the Churches and the reports of 
the sections on Unity, Witness, and Service. 
Available from Evangelischer Missionsverlag, 
Heusteigstrasse 44,- Stuttgart, Germany. 7O pages. 
Cost DM 3.80. 


Neu-Delhi 1961 (Report of the Third Assembly, 
see above. ) 

Available from Evangelischer Missionsverlag, 
Heusteigstrasse 54s Stuttgart, Germany, 

Cost DM 14.80 


IIT BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS 


Australias. "No Night There", ‘a popular report for Australia 
by the Rev.. Harvey L. Perkins, general secretary 
of the Australian Council of Churches. 36 pages 
of text and 12 pages of photos. For information 
write: Australian Council of Churches, 511 Kent 


street, Sydney. 


A booklet of post-Assembly Bible studies on the 
Assembly theme is under preparation by the Austra- 


lian Council of Churches. Write ACC, at address 
given above. 


Frances "L'Unité des EBglises au Carrefour New Delhi", a 
study of the Assembly by Albert Gaillard. Available 

from Librairie Protestante,; 140 bd, Saint-Germain, 
Paris, 6e. Also from: Alsace et Lorraine: Li- 
brairie Oberlin, 19, rue des Francs-Bourgeois, 
Strasbourg; Belgium: Librairie "tes Semailles", 
T, rue.d'Hcosse,: Bruxelles; Italy: Libreria di 
Cultura Religiosa, 32, Piazza Cavour, Rome; 
Switzerland: Librairie de l'Ale, 4343, rue de 
l'Ale, Lausanne. 


Germanys | "Konferenz der Kirchen", an illustrated report 
of the Assembly, by Gtinther S. Wegener, published 
by Aussaat-Verlag, Wuppertal. 
| (more) 


a ane. 


"Oekumenische Rundschau" (quarterly published by 
the Evangelische Missicnsverlag Stuttgart. ) 
Volume 1/2, March 1962 is a special issue on the 
New Delhi Assembly, with contributions by German 
delegates and members of the Geneva WCC staff, 
such), as) Dr.) G.. Brenvecke,. Dr, /H,.d..Margull, Dr. 
Chr. Berg and Bishop Wunderlich. 


"Neu-Delhi-Dokumente", a collection of major 
Assembly documents edited by Dr. Focko Litipsen, 
published by Luther-Verlag, Witten/Ruhr. 


"Die Missionierende Kirche" (edited by Dr. H.H. 
Harms and Prof. Georg F. Vicedom). Volume 21/22 
contains, under the theme "Weltmission heute" 
(World Mission Today), a series of contributicns 
on the WCC/IMC integration and its significance. 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, Korula Jacob, Prof. F. 
Vieedom and Bishop Bengt Sundkler have contri- 
buted with others... : ' 


"Kirche ftir die Welt! (Schriftenreihe "Christus 
und die Welt", published by MBK-Verlag, Bad-Salz- 
uflen), a ovitical review of the results of the 


Assembly. 
Great Britain:  . "Dispatch From New Delhi", a report by the Rev. 


Kenneth Slack, general secretary of the British 
Council of Churches, published by the Student 
Christian Movement Press, 56-58 Blocmsbury Street, 
London W.C, 1 


"New Delhi to Britain", by Dr. Robert Mackie. A 
booklet containing six studies based on sentences 
from the Message of the Third Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches and brief extracts taken 
from the section reports on witness, service and 
unity, from committee reports and from significant 
Speeches at the Assembly. Each of the six studies 
has very direct questions addressed to the local 
parish and congregation. The purpose of the bocklet 
is to focus what was done at New Delhi upon the 
local church in Britain. Available from the Publi- 
cations Department, the British Council of Chur- 
ches, 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W. 1; price ls. 
plus postage. 


"New Delhi News", a four-page newspaper supplement 
with articles, quotes from major speeches, photos, 
etc., produced by British Council of Churches, 

10 Haton Gate, London S.W.1. 


Lebanon: A popular report on the Assembly in Arabic will be 


produced by the Near Eat Christian Council, Box 245, 
Beirut, Lebanon; about 125 pages. 
(more) 


Netherlands: 


New Zealand: 


Thailand: 


United States: 
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Two or three small. booklets will be published, 


containing reports and major speeches cf the 
Assembly, by the Oecumenische Raad van Kerken in 
Nederland, Janskerkhof 15, Utrecht. 


"New Delhi 1961", a popular report by the Rev. 
Alan Brash, general secretary of the National 


Council of Churches, P.O, Box 297, Christchurah, 


_ New Zealand. 56:pages of text and eight pages 


of pictures. 


Various Assembly books, pamphlets and documents 


_ are being translated into the Thai language by 


the Church of Christ in Thailand, 14 Pramuen Rd., 
Bangkok, 


"No Darkness at All" by Dr. James W. Kennedy, 

128 pages of pictures and text for local churches 
An account and study guide of the Assembly. Pub- 
lished by Bethany Press. Price $1.50 per copy. 
Available from WCC New York office, 475 Riverside 
Derive, New York 27, N.Y. 


"The Wholc World's In His Hands", a popular book 
on the World Council and the Assembly, by Mrs. 
Grace Nies Fletcher to be published September, 


1962, by. E.P. Dutton, New York;..and.Hodder and 
Stoughton, London, 


"New Delhi: New World, New Church" by Theodore 
A. Gill. A theologian-journalist reports and inte 


prets the Third Assembly in the light of a changi 


church and a changing world. Doubleday. July 1962 


$2.95. 


Til. FILM STRIPS AND COLOUR SLIDES 


1) Film Strips: 


"Asian Assembly" (English and French script). 

A film strip of 55 frames in colour from photo- 
graphs taken by John Taylor of the WCC!s Infor- 
mation Department and with script by Kenneth 
Slack, general secretary of the British Council 
of Churches, Orders, together with remittance, 
should be directed to the British Council of Chur 
ches (Publications Department), 10 Baton Gate, 
London, S.W.1, or World Council of Churches, In- 
formation Department, 17 route de Malagnou, | 
Geneva, Switzerland. Price within Britain 15/9 


‘outside Britain £1;$3.00; Fr.Sw.12.50, post paid. 


This filmstrip is also available from the New 
York office of the World Council of Churches 
(475 Riverside Drive, New York 27,°N.Y.)*for 
$4.00 post paid with a US version of the script. 


| 
(more) ) 


2) Colour Slides 
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"Weltkirchenkonferenz 1961 Neu-Delhi" (German 
Script). A film strip of 40 frames in black and 
white from photographs taken by Dr. Focko Liipsen, 
and with script by.Dr. Ernst Rasch, both of ivange- 
lischer Pressedienst, Germany. Orders, together 
with remittance, should be directed to Evangelische 


Zentralbildkammer, Witten/Ruhr, Réhrchenstrasse 10, 


Germany, or World Council of Churches, Department 


of Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. 
Price DM 9,80, Fr.Sw.11.00, post paid. 

(Note: The frames are both vertical and horizontal 
which necessitates turning the projector head for 
each frame, ) 


"Jesus Christus, das Licht der Welt" (German 
script). A film strip of 50 frames in black and 
white from photographs taken by John Taylor of 
the WCC's Information Department and Rudolf Zitz- 
Mann of Kassel and script compiled by Walter Schin-~ 
zer of Kassel, Orders, together with remittance, 
should be directed to Hichenkreuz-Bildkammer, 
Kassel-Wilhelmshthe, Im Druseltal 8, Germany, 

or World Council. of Churches, Information Depart- 
ment, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. Price DM ll.- 
or Sw.Frs, 12.- (series under glass DM 21.- or 

OW HIS An mi ih, 


(Note: The frames are both vertical and horizontal 


which necessitates turning the projector head for 
each frame.) 


"Third Assembly of WCC". A set of 30 colour 

slides with English text made by the Rev. Bradford 
Young of. the USA. Orders, together with remittance, 
Should be directed to the Rev. Bradford Young, 

136 Lowell Street, ilanchester, N.H., USA, or World 
Council of Churches, 475 Riverside Drive, New 

York 27, N.Y., or World Council of Churches, In- 
formation Department, 17 route de Malagnou, 

Geneva. Price $10.00 Fr.Sw.40.00 post paid. 


Advent in New Delhi. 56 colour slides with dupli- 


cated script by the Rev. Norman F. Cocks, general 
secretary of the London Missionary Society in 
Australia. Cost A £3. 2. 63; £2.10.0; US#7.00. 

The same is available with commentary on tape. 
Cont 2 ayo OF0s.27.4.0's U6t20,25. Orders, to- 
gether with remittance, should be directed to 

the Aystralian Council of Churches, 511 Kent 
Street, Sydney, NSW. 


(more) 


3) Film: 


4) Photographs: 


Hy hs 


A major film on the ecumenical movement and the 
World Council.of Churches, incorporating shots 


from the Third Assembly, will be produced by 


‘John Taylor of the WCC Information Department. 


English script written by South African novelist, 
Alan Paton. Black and white, 16 mm, sound, 25 © 
minutes. Anticipated release date September, 

For information write: Department of Information, 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, 
Geneva. | 


Several television films were also produced about 
the New Delhi Assembly. However these are distri- 
buted in various ways and with certain restric- 
tions. For information write: Department of In- 


Malagnou, Geneva. — 


' "The Hungry People." This is a new film produced 


by Inter-Church Aid of the British Council of 
Churches. Although it is not primarily about the 
Assembly, it is concerned with WCC programmes. 
The film opens with shots from the New Delhi 
Assembly and includes interviews with church 
leaders from various parts of the world. 16 mn, 
sound, 30 minutes, black and white. Price £50. 
$140. Sw.fr.600, plus freight. For Information 


write: Department of Information, World Council 


of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva. 


Black and white photographs of the Third Assembly 
may. be obtained from World Council- of Churches, 
Information Department, 17 route de Malagnou, 
Geneva. Price Fr.Sw.2.50 each, in size 15 om x 
18 cm. Larger sizes available. 
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Russian Orthodox Generar ven ro “Wec Discuss Life & Role of Church © 
Statement on Cessation of Testing of Nuclear Weapons’ 


WCC OFFICIAL URGES UN MBETING IF TEST BAN AGREEMENTS LAG 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - A US Protestant expert on international affairs: 
said here that unless governments can come to a speedy agreement on a 
snuclear test ban treaty the United Nations General Assembly should ‘convene 
:@ special session to call for an agreement. 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission of the chuvohes on 
International Affairs, said the UN should take the action unless govern- 
ments can promptly negotiate a treaty which will reasonably assure all 
parties that commitments are being honoured. 


If this is necessary, he said, the UN General Assembly aauid 
recommend a treaty which would include provision for "a body of an inter- 
national character which would act only when there is no other way to give 
assurance that treaty commitments are being honoured or to give prompt 
notice of violations by-any government party to the treaty". 


During the time when such a treaty is being negotiated, he said; the 
Assembly should appeal to all governments to cease from testing and: should 
"call upon governments to recognize the rightful concern ef all. humanity 
with the cessation of testing". 


Speaking just two days after the resumption of nuclear testing in the 
atmosphere by the US government, Dr. Nolde said, "we feel bound to raise 
questions whether all available methods to reach a verified agreement have 
at this time been exhausted", 
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(Before US resumption of nuclear testing in the atmosphere Dr. Nolde 
had cabled President Kennedy urging that the tests not be conducted 'at this 
time"in order to permit further opportunity to achieve a mutually acceptable 
treaty. The cable said that "despite strenuous but unsuceessful efforts to 
reach agreement on an effective test ban the conviction nevertheless is 
widespread. that there still remain to be explored measures or combinations 
of Sera which could lead to the negotiation of a sufficiently reliable 
treaty". 


His recommendation was in the form of an official Commission statement, 
incorporated into a speech made to the annual meeting eof the US Conference 
for the World Council of Churches. The statement was also signed by Si 
Kenneth Grubb, London, CCIA chairman, 


Dr. Nolde outlined four steps which he said "reflect views widely 
held among Christians and churches within the ecumenical fellowship": -~-- 


1. Further effort should be made to ‘devise a graduated system of 
information and verification". He defined this as "a system which differ- 
entiates requirements in accordance with the degrees of -diffieulties .in 
accurate détection". He said such a system could rely on national devices 
to detect explosions which require no additional: verification or where 
additional verification is needed, would provide for it "in a manner which 
will avoid to the greatest possible extent mutual .frictions"..; 


Zoints Governments should be prepared to make concessions necéssary to 
reach a treaty which. will reasonably assure all parties that commitments 
are being honoured. . , mate bos Ge 


3, ~ If-governments are. unable..to.reach agreement the. UN General .. 
Assembly should be speedily convened to recommend negotiation of a treaty 
which would establish an international body. Such a body would act “only 
where there is no other way $o give assurance that. treaty commitments are 
»veing honoured or to give prompt notice of violations by any government 
party to the treaty". eae Tat : 


Ae ight WOM Ul. OTe impetus is needed to win gcvernments'! acceptance for” 
such a treaty the General Assembly should consider urging a Summit conferené 


‘He added that although CCIA was "normally cautious about advocating a 
Summit meeting we believe that in the present instance the sakes are so high 
that its possibilities should be explored". In the event of a Summit meet-— 
ing is convened, he said, "it should not be in the atmosphere of desperation 
or finality, but rather with a view, to utilizing every opportunity avail- 
able at the moment". oie dy ays ve! ‘ 


In a separate statement the officers of the World Council called: upon — 
the organization's 197 churches in more than 80 countries to give’ serious 
consideration to the steps proposéd in’the CCIA statement, They quoted an 
earlier WCC statement, inviting "all Christians to fight frustration and 
defeatism, to persevere in patience and hope in spite of all setbacks, and 
to support by their prayers, attitudes and actions the endeavours of their 
churches in ecumenical fellowship to advance peace, freedom and justice 
between and among all nations and their anxious peoples". 


The statement. was signed by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the WCC'ts LOO-member policy-making: Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne 
London, vice-chairman; and Dr. W. A. Visser ‘'t Hooft, Geneva, general 
secretary. (See document appended for full text of CCIA Statement). : 

EPS, Geneva 


| 
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Scots CHURCH URGES INTERNATIONAL NUCLEAR INSPECTION 
(Edinburgh) - The Church of Scotland!s Church and Nation Committee, which 


was instructed by the General Assembly last year "to consider afresh the 


question of peace and war", has concluded that Great Britain should abandon 
the independent nuclear deterrent, in consultation with NATO, and accept 
international inspection, ; 


The committee also deplored tendencies through neglect or overt action 
to weaken the United Nations and reaffirmed its full support of the UN. 
: EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL LEADERS STRESS CHRISTIAN CONCERN FOR MAN 


(Princeton, Hed.) - The universality of the Christian concern for man was 
the subject of addresses delivered by two prominent ecumenical leaders 
during the first week of Princeton Theological Seminary's 150th anniversary 
celebrations here. 


Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, said the Church must make it "unmistakably clear" that 
it is concerned not only with Christians but with the "whole of humanity. 


"The more seriously we take our centre, Christ, the more truly universal 
the Church becomes", Dr. Visser !t Hooft said. "Christian ecumenism is an 
ecumenism concerned with humanity." 


Dr. D. T. Niles, Jaffna, Ceylon, general secretary of the Hast Asia 
Christian Conference, said there is no such thing as non-Christians if that 
term means "people who are outside of God's love, beyond the purposes of 
Christ. mor 


"The people we approach are men and women already chosen by Jesus Christ, 
already betrothed to the one Lord; men and women with whom we will inherit 


what eye hath not seen nor ear heard", he added. 


Dr. Visser 't Hoof also warned against drawing "an artificial line 
between those who call themselves religious and those who do not". 


The World Council official said that in some instances agnostics or 
humanists represent a conception of man that is "closer to the Christian 
view than that of superstitious cults". 


He emphasized that the Christian unity sought by the ecumenical move- 
ment is a "Christocentric unity". While Christians must always be ready 
+o engage in dialogue with members of non-Christian religions, they must 
not "give up that centrality of Jesus Christ". 


The Seminary's 150th anniversary celebrations will run for 14 months 
through June, 1963. The programme includes two major lecture series, 
scholarly conferences, musical and dramatic programmes, and the publication 
of anniversary volumes and papers. EPS, Geneva 


WCC ISSUES 1962 PENTECOST MESSAGE 


(Geneva) - The presidents of the World Council of Churches have issued a 


“message for Pentecost or Whitsunday, June 10, 1962, which stresses the 


fellowship of the Holy Ghost. © 


The annual Pentecost message is from the new presidium of the World 
Council of Churches which was elected in December, 1961, at the Council's 
Third Assembly in New Delhi, India. 
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Signing the message are the six presidents: Archbishop Iakovos, Greek 
Orthodox primate of North and South America, New York; Sir Francis Ibiam, 
governor of festern Nigeria and a leading Presbyterian layman, Enugu, Nigeria; 
Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, London; the Rev. DIr.Da 


» 


Moses, principal of Hislop College, Nagpur, India, Church of, South India’ | 
Dr. Martin Niemdller, president of the Evangelical Church of Hesse-Nassau, 
Wiesbaden, Germany;& sMr. Charles C. Parlin, New York lawyer and Methodist 
layman.’ * The ‘honorary president, Dr. Joseph H. Oldham, ecumenical pioneer, 
St. Leonards-on-Sea, United Kingdom, also signed the message. a 


The message asks Christians to pause and consider the meaning of the 
phrase "the fellowship of the Holy Ghost" in the contemporary world. 
Referring to the recent World Council Assembly, the message says "we should 
not fail to give thanks" for the-reality of the fellowship.expressed there. 


Vit ae not, cma lt thing that in a world torn by so many divisions, we > 
should have been able to discover such a measure of common purpose concern= | 
ing the unity, witness and service of the Church", the presidents say. 
"Here we have seen for ourselves that the power of the Holy Spirit to bring 
fellowship out of a great diversity of nations and languages is as alive 
today as on the first Pentecost in Jerusalem long ago". | 


Pentecost or Whitsunday is observed by many churehes as a day to stress 
the unity and witness of the Church. It commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit to 120 Christian believers gathered in Jerusalem after the 
resurrection. The second chapter of the Book of Acts describes.the first. 
Pentecost. The day falls fifty days after Haster. eat 


_ The World Council presidents emphasize that the fellowship of the Holy 
Ghost must "be reproduced in countless parishes and congregations and the . 
places where men and women do their daily work". EPS, Geneva 


Notes A glossy photo of the 1962 woc Pentecost poster is available from: 
weoc, Information Department in Geneva, or WCC, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27;°N.Ys, Ueda. A, HR 


MEXICAN. BAPTISTS EVANGELISM SERVICES SUCCESSFUL 


(Mexico City) - Special evangelistic services celebrating the 100th anni-— 
versary of Baptist work in Mexico resulted in 2,689 professions of faith. 
Instruction classes were started immediately so that many of the new 
believers could be baptized on Easter Sunday. : 


Most of the professions were made during a recent nation-wide one-week 
simultaneous evangelistic campaign conducted by the 15 Baptist associations 
of Mexico. In addition to services in ohurches there were 11 large evange- 


’ 


istic rallies which resulted in several hundred professions of faith. 
The evangelistic campaign and mass meetings preceded a centennial 
gathering of the National Baptist Convention in Monterrey at the beginning 


of April. Monterrey was headquarters for pioneer Baptist worker James 
Hickey, an itinerant preacher and colporteur from Ireland. 


Assisting Mexican pastors with the preaching were evangelists from _ 
Cuatemala and the United States. Radio announcements and programmes, news 
paper articles, and posters publicized the campaign in many cLtlesas why Le 

a S BPS, Geneva 
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BROTHERHOOD OF BELIEVERS FACILITATES UNITY, CARDINAL BEA SAYS 

(Rome) ~ Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Chris- 
tian Unity, has told a meeting here that the unity of all Christians will 
be facilitated by the fact that the Roman Catholic Church views all persons 
baptised in the Christian faith as brothers - although "separated brothers. 


"Those separated from us by differences of faith, sacraments and’ 
refusal to recognize the authority of the Church and the pontiff 6f Rome 
make these differences certainly very serious, but they do not destroy or 
limit the certain affiliation to Christ and His Mystical Body, the Church, 
already affirmed", he said. 


Asked about the possibilities of overozming these differences, the 
Cardinal replied: "Sometimes one might be tempted to answer with the words 
of-our Lord in St. Mark: !To men this is impossible, but not so to God, 
for to God all is possible.! We are, however, convinced that God desires 
union as Christ wished it, that His Divine Spirit works to realize it. 

And we can, in fact, note some progress." 


The 80-year-old German-born Jesuit Cardinal made the remarks in a 
press conferenee on the forthcoming Second Vatican Council before 50 newsmen 
- from 34 countries at the Foreign Press Club of Rome. His talk is considered 
the fullest authoritative statement from the Vatican to date on the Council. 


The Cardinal told the meeting that the Roman Catholic Church is willing 
to make considerable concessions on practical grounds to meet the "separated 
brethren" half-way in achieving Christian unity. 


However, he said, the churon could not make any concessions in doctrine 
because "the church is not the master of the doctrine received from Christ. 
It has been received in trust and must be spread intact. The truth is one". 


Asem example of a practioal matter on which the Roman Catholic Church 
might make concessions, the Cardinal mentioned the differences that exist 
between the liturgical rites of Eastern and Western Roman Catholic Churches. 
The Kastern rite uses languages other than Latin in the mass and does not 

impose celibacy upon the clergy. 


Cardinal Bea said that the Council would represent "an extraordinary 
event not only to Catholics, but to the whole of humanity". Further, he- 
Said, it is designed "to prepare the way - though only in the long run -. for 
the union of all those who have been baptised, of all Christians". 


He estimated that there are in the world some 900,000,000 Christians 
of whom nearly half are Catholics. "Try to imagine", he said, "what signi- 
_fieance it would have for humanity if all Christians approached in complete 
unity the question of nuclear armaments, of disarmament and of peace." 


The Cardinal said that representatives of non-Catholic Christian 
ehurches who wish to attend will be invited and that "soundings have been 
takee". In recent months Mgr. Jan Willebrandts of the Vatican Secretariat 
for Christian Unity has visited the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and leaders of the World Council of Churches and: -eonfessional 
bodies. 


"We already have a good idea of who will wish to be invited", he said. 
He added, however, that no invitations have been sent out yet. 
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He said observers. will.be. able. to attend but not participate .in the. 
discussions of General Congregations, unless ruled otherwise by the chair, 
and that they will be informed about the work of the Commissions although 
they will not be permitted to attend Commission meetings. eee 


Cardinal Bea said it is thought the first session of the Council will 
conclude before Christmas and that the second will be opened in the spring 
and be concluded before the worst part of the summer heat in Rome. 

| - EPS, Geneva 


WCC NAMES PAUL VERGHESE AS ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Geneva) - The Rev. T. Paul Verghese, 39, a priest of the Indian Orthodox 
Church and former private secretary to Emperor Haile Sellassie of Ethiopia, 
has been named an associate general secretary of the World Council of 
Churches. In this position he will serve as director of the Division of 
Eeumenical Action, one of the four major divisions of the world body. The 
appointment, effective immediately, was announced here by Dr. W. A. Visser 
'+ Hooft, WCC general secretary. . 


- In his new position Father Verghese will direct the work of a division 
which includes programmes on the laity, on youth, on the cooperation of men 
and women’ in church and society, and the Ecumenical Institute, the WCC's 
graduate school at Bossey, near Geneva. 


Fr. Verghese served on the personal staff of Emperor Haile Sellassie 
from 1956 to 1959. From 1958-59, he was also chief adviser to the Haile 
Sellassie Welfare Foundation and executivé secretary to the Ethiopian 
’ government committee for the distribution of relief aid. During this 
period he was also chief leovurer in religion at the University College of © 
Addis Ababa, and other institutions. Harlier, he was general secretary of 
the Orthodox Student Christian Movement in India, from 1954 to 1957, and. 
from 1955 to 1957 was its honorary associate secretary. 


He is a graduate of Goshen College, Indiana, Princeton Theological 
Seminary, New Jersey, and Yale University Divinity School, New Haven, Conn, 
from which he received an S.1T.M. degree in 1959. In 1960, he was ecumenica 
consultant to the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. In 1960, he studied at Oxford — = 
University and gave two courses of lectures. In late 1961, he returned to 4 
India and was ordained a priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church. He led the§® 
Bible studies for the section on Service - one of the three main sections -) 
of the World Council's Third Assembly, at New Delhi, last year. EPS, Geneve 
Note: Pictures of Fr. Verghese are available from WCC, Information Depart= 
ment, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or WCC, 475 River- 7 
side Drive, New York 27, N.Y., USA. 


CHURCH MUST DEAL WITH PEOPLE, NILES SAYS . : i 
(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - Dr. D. T. Niles, of Jaffna, Ceylon, general secre= 
tary of the Bast Asia Christian Conference, has told the US Conference for 
* the World Council of Churches that the Church must stop dealing in abstrac- 


tions and "get down to human beings". 


. 
Z 


if 
'hs evangelists we do not meet Hinduism. We meet Hindus. You meet 
Hinduism only in a library. You evangelize people", said Dr. Niles. f 


a 
=. 


‘ 
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“Calling for radical new methods in Christian. missions, Dr. Niles urged 
that the Asian churches, as they attempt to go beyond their borders in 
missionary outreach, develop a new strategy of mission and not just dupli- 
cate the formulas of the mission boards, in Europe and America. \ 


Churches if East Asia now have more than 200 missionaries serving m6 
Asian churches other than their own. The Hast Asia Christian Conference is 
initiating strategy conferences.in three places so that all the churches 
and supporting missions working within an area can make a "radical 
re-examination" of present practices. (See EPS No. 15) 


Out of meetings to. be held next February and March in Madras, Singapore, 
and Tokyo, new proposals are expected. These may involve a shift from the 
old bilateral relationships between the sending and receiving church of the 
same denomination to a more ecumenical pattern of relationships. 


On the subject of Asian missionaries in Asia and possibly Africa, 
Dr. Niles said that all travel for such missionaries is paid by the East 
Asia Christian Conference. He suggested that missionaries serve in schools, 
hospitals, and other institutions according to need, regardless voli ie wins 
denomination. RF Duet Mee s ioats 


Missionaries should be commissioned by ithe total Christian ‘Church Ln 
a particular area and received by the total Christian community to which 
they are assigned", he said, 


| In;another session of the ea day meeting, the 200 leaders of 30-US 
| churches attending heard a report on a study on the pattern of the ministry 
being conducted by the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism. 


Dr. George W. Carpenter, New York, division secretary, told the confer- 
ence the study is exploring such questions as: "How far do the present 
patterns of the ministry meet the real needs of the churches? Is the 
present ordained ministry with a salaried professional class ‘theologically 
correct?!" The study is being directed by Dr. Wilfred Scopes of the 
division's London staff. 


Dr. Carpenter also e akemben that the division's Theological Education 
Fund, now in its fourth year, has made 15 major: grants to Seminaries in’ 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America, totalling $1,516,000... In all some 200 
seminary libraries have been aided and comprehensive translation’ programmes 
started, EPS, Geneva 


KORBAN CHURCHES STUDY SERVICE ROLE 


(Oryang, Korea) - Church workers, sociologists, economists, and theologians 
have concluded a four-day meeting here to discuss Christian service and the 
churches! participation in national life. The first meeting of its. kind 
ever held in the country, it was sponsored by the Korean National Christian 
Council and the Hast Asia Christian Conference. 


The work of surveying the present forms of Christian service nae the 
production of background papers on the political, social and economic 
problems in the country was carried out in advance of the consultation by 
a@ specially appointed secretariat. At the consultation, most of the time . 
was devoted to group discussions under four headings: "Christian Social 
Service"; . "Christian Responsibility in Political Life"; "Christian 


fe Vt 
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Participation in Economic Development"; and "The Nature of Social Change 
and Community Development". 


—— 


The relation of church work to the Korean government's first Five 
Year Plan for Economic Development was especially studied and specific ways 
in whieh the churches would aid were listed, including a recommendation that 
churches avoid extravagant building plans and the accumulation of funds. 


in social service programmes, which thusfar have been largely carried out 


The consultation also recommended the churches! active participation ~ 
by overseas agencies. 


A continuation committee was appointed at the conclusion of the féetiiae 
to continue discussions and circulate consultation reports to local churches | 
for study. 


The Rev. Won Yong Kang, a member of the World Council of Churches! 
Committee on Church and Society, was chairman. EPS, Geneva 


NEWSPAPERS PROTEST OUSTER OF MISSIONARY 


(Salisbury, S.Rhodesia) - Southern Rhodesian newspapers have strongly 
protested against this country's refusal to grant a residence permit to an 
American Methodist missionary. (See EPS No. 14) 


They have charged that Southern Rhodesian immigration officials based 
their refusal on unsubstantiated charges made by N. J. Pereira Bastos, the 
Portuguese Consul-General. 


The missionary, the Rev. Wendell Golden, was arrested along with three 
- other Methodist missionaries last September in Angola and charged with 
"conniving with terrorists" and aiding Angolan nationalists. The four men 
were imprisoned in Portugal for $0 days, While the other three returned 

to the US, Mr. Golden came to Southern Rhodesia where he was to do educa-. 
tional work. 


The day after Mr. Golden and his family left this city the Central 
Africa Daily News,anational African paper, called the government's action 
"unfortunate and disturbing". 


The editorial said Mr. Golden had never committed any crime against the 
laws of Southern Rhodesia and "even more important is the fact that he is 
a member of a church that has done sterling work in this country. 


"This is the second time in three weeks that we have posed the questio 
‘Are we going to be part and parcel of decisions taken by the Portuguese 
authorities?!" the editorial said. 


“An editorial in The Rhodesia Herald said that Mr. Golden was refused 
residence on the basis of "unproven evidenee" submitted by the Portuguese 
government. 


"The aspect of the Golden case which must cause additional and most 
grave concern in the Federation", the editorial continued, "is that Mr. 
Golden was declared a prohibited immigrant without his having been given 
the opportunity to defend himself in hihs against charges that pec have 
been preferred against him." 


Methodist Bishop Ralph EK. Dodge of Lourengo Marques, whose territory 
includes both Angola and Rhodesia, has declared that there is no evidence 
to substantiate the Portuguese charges. EPS, Geneva 
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WALDENSIAN LEADER QUESTIONS PROTESTANTS! VISITS TO POPE 


(Rome) - The value of courtesy visits made by Protestant leaders to Pope 
John XXIII has been questioned by Pastor Ermanno Rostan, moderator of the 
Waldensian Church of Italy. 


Moderator Rostan told reporters here that, while he welcomed the visits 
.as an indication of the growing concern for unity, he felt they would better 
further the cause if they were "preceded or accompanied by theological dia- 
logue between qualified persons in an atmosphere of Christian liberty". He 
also suggested that such visits should be "reciprocal in character". 

EPS, Geneva 


YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT REPORTS IMPROVEMENT IN CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 


(Belgrade) - Relationships between ehurch and state in Yugoslavia are 
steadily improving, according to an official report of a commission of the 
Yugoslav National Assembly. 


The report said that "most of the religious groups in Yugoslavia are 
realizing more and more the possibilities, the need,for, and the mutual 
value of collaboration (with the state)". As a result, religious bodies 
have adopted "an essentially positive attitude to the social and political 
system and are trying to carry on their activities in ee es with the 
Constitution and Law", it said. 


The commission described relations between the state and the Orthodox 
church as "normal". It also said relations improved during 1961 with the 
Roman Catholic Church, and cited the growth of contacts between Catholic 
representatives and state officials and the solution of "certain practical 
difficulties". EPS, Geneva 


. SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS TO START MULTI-RACIAL CONGREGATION 


(Capetown, S.Africa).- The Methodist Church of South Africa plans to set up 
anVractally inclusive church" in a major city. in this: country asia pilot 
project to foster closer relations between the races, 


Although the name of the city has not been disclosed, it is believed 
the congregation will be established in Capetown. 


In March, the Methodist Church issued a circular "unequivocally oppos- 
ing apartheid". It said it "emphatically rejects it as a policy and seeks 
eradication . of it in our midst'. The church has held several. multi- 
racial Somtancnees and has formed race Ben ow hee study groups in several 
Cities. EPS, Geneva 


RUSSIAN PATRIARCHATE ASKS CESSATION OF US NUCLEAR TESTS 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexei of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has sent a message to President Kennedy, urging that he 
suspend the new US nuclear test series. 


The Patriarch said: "We are deeply grieved by the decision of your 
government. You are aware of how inhuman is a policy of intimidation which 
leads to the frightening nuclear armaments tests, and you know also how 
contrary this is to the commands of Christ, our Saviour." 


He added that the US "resumed its tests at the very moment when many 
governments are seeking to conclude an agreement on total disarmament". 
EPS, Geneva 


PRELATE FORSEES ORTHODOX UNITY IN US 


(Washington, D.C.) - Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Church of North and South America, has: predicted that "within 15 years" 
there will be a union of eight Hastern Orthodox denominations in North 
America. . eet: . 


The Archbishop said that if the merger into one US Orthodox church 
occurs, it will be the largest in the ecumenical movement in this century. — 
Six million persons would be represented in the merged body. 


Churches involved would be the Greek Orthodox Church, the Russian — 
Orthodox Church in North America (which is not affiliated with the Moscow 
Patriarchate), the Ukranian Orthodox Church, and the smaller Rumanian, 
Serbian, Albanian, Syrian, and Carpatho-Byelorussian Orthodox Churches. 


Archbishop Iakovos said these churches are already cooperating in 
several areas through the National Council of Churches and the World Council 
of Churches, and in such work as publication of Sunday school materials. 
In September, two Orthodox seminaries, St. Vladimir's (Russian) and Holy 
Cross (Greek), will begin a programme of professor exchange. EPS, Geneva 
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NOTE TO EPS READERS 


Responses to the recent memo (EPS No. 14), asking the 

opinion of EPS subscribers about printing EPS on both 

sides of the paper, indicate this system would be 

satisfactory for more than 95 per cent of those who 

returned the questionnaire. This issue of 20 pages, 

the longest in EPS history, inaugurates the first 
issue of this kind. 
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MALAGASY PAPER PROTESTS REVIVAL OF PAGAN RITES 


(Tananarive) - Fanasina (Salt), the leading Protestant newspaper in 
Madagascar, has strongly condemned a ceremony of pagan sacrifice which 
has been widely advertised as having government support. 


The ceremony, which was held at the ancient capital of Ambohimanga, 
was publicized as a tourist attraction and leading Protestants in the 
Ministry of Information and Tourism attended it in their official capacity. 


In a lead editorial, Fanasina declared that, whatever the reasons 
behind the promotion of the ceremony, such support, even if only semi- 
official, would "inevitably lead the nation on the road back to the 
darkness of paganism out of which it has painfully climbed in a century 
of Christian witness and evangelism", 


Reports indicate that there is a subtle resurgence of paganism under 
the guise of officially encouraged revival of "fomban-drazana" (folk 
drama). The movement, which is being closely watched by the National 
Council of Churches, is considered particularly dangerous in isolated 
country. areas where many ministers and congregations are reported under 
increasing pressure to sanction the revival of'pagan customs. 


Support of Fanasina's stand has some from. Lakroa (The Cross), 4 Roman 
‘Catholic publication, which told its readers that "it is the responsibility 
of every Christian newspaper to remind people who have wandered in this 
way to return to the path of the light". 


Madagascar's 6,000,000 population is made up of approximately 
1,000,000 Protestants, 1,000,000 Catholics, and 4,000,000 animists. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH EXCOMMUNICATES THREE NEW ORLEANS RACISTS 


(New Orleans) - Archbishop Joseph F. Rummel, of New Orleans, has ex- 
communicated three persons for attempting to "provoke" opposition to the 
desegregation of church schools (see EPS No. 15). 


The three were Leander H. Perez, Sr., Mrguk Banks. Gadadalorbhis) Ji nis arr 
Jackson G. Ricau, «ll of New Orleans. 


The sentence reportedly has strong Geen support. Osservatore 
Romano, the Vatican City newspaper, described the action as "rapid, 
admirable, pastoral and Catholic", It said that "racial exclusivism is 
a sin against the nature of Catholicism, a negation of faith". 


The excommunication order means that the three are now HeniCA ds 
right to attend mass and other liturgical services, and Catholic burial. 
The penalty may be lifted by the Archbishop if he feels the excommunicant 
has repented, BPS, Geneva 


BAST GERMAN PASTOR WINS WCC ESSAY PRIZE 


-. (Geneva) - A 3l-years-old pastor in the German Democratic Republic, the 
Rev. Wolfgang Tittelbach-Helmrich, has won the WCC's Third Ecumenical 
Essay Compotition. He serves the parish of Casekirchen, near Naumberg, 

Eastern Germany. 


The prize essay committee, chaired by Professor Dr. H.H. Wolf, 
director of the WCC's Eoumenical Institute, Bossey, in announcing the 


theme set was, "What does it mean for the local congregation to say: I 


- Baptist Union, has protested against reports that he said that the Polish 
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award, says it felt able to award only the second of the three prizes 
offered... This is for Sw..Fr. 500 (approximately $115 or. £40), 


Twenty-five manuscripts were submitted. Six of these came from the 
USA. There were also- ips stas from ‘Britain, Europe, Lavin America, Afric 
and Australasia. 


The competition was open to ordained ministers of all churches under 
the age of 40 engaged in full-time pastoral or missionary service. ‘The 


believe in the Holy Catholic Church?". EPS, Geneva 


ZONING LAW FACTOR IN WARSAW CASE 


(Ruschlikon-Zurich) - The Rev, Alexander Kircun, president of the Polish 


government would close the unfinished Baptist church centre. in Warsaw 
unless it is completed by September 1.. He said that he had asserted 
simply that the building project must be completed hy that date. . (See 
. BPS No. .14). . 


In Washington, D.C., the Rev. Josef Nordenhaug, general secretary of 
the. Baptish World Alliance, told reporters that. the Polish government was 
primarily concerned that the centre be completed rapidly to comply with 
zoning laws and because the unfinished property would be an unsightly. spot 
in the rebuilt city. The centre is being erected in the heart of Warsaw 
on a site allocated by the city government. EPS, Geneva 


~BARTH GETS HONORARY DOCTORATE FROM UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


(Chicago) - Professor Karl Barth, the eminent Protestant theologian, has 
received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from the University of 
Chicago at a special convocation called for him alone. 


He was cited as the creator of a new epoch in Christianity athe a 
fearless fighter against totalitarianism, whose "concern was to reassert 
the centrality of God over against the centrality of man in the methods 
and messages of theology". 


Professor Barth, who is 75 years old, is making his first visit to 
the United States. - He delivered five lectures under the auspices of the 
University of Chicago!s Divinity School and is now in Princeton, N.J., 
where he is speaking in connection with Princeton Theological Seminary's 
150th anniversary celebrations. .. EPS, Geneva 


MALAGASY STUDENT RESUMES STUDIES IN FRANCE 


(Tananarive) - The Malagasy Protestant student who recently stood trial | 
here on charges of "cutrage and offence" against the government because f 
ij 
‘ 


of publication of a statement critical of its economic and social policie 
has returned to.France (sce BPS No. 5). . 


el 


Roger Andrianaly, 31, received an exit permit from the Government f 
after an appeal was made directly to the President af the Republic. He 
is now in Paris continuing his medical studies at the University of Paris. 
His fine of 15,000. Malagasy francs ($61.50) has been rescinded. 


= 
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Mr. Andrianaly was convicted on the charge after the Protestant 
newspaper Fanasina printed the text of a resolution, criticizing the 
government, cf the Association of Malagasy Students in France, of which 
he is'the chairman. EPS, Geneva 


BAPTISTS CONCERNED ABOUT SUNDAY SCHOOL TRAINING 


(London) - Lack cf training for Sunday school teachers is criticized in 
_.the annual report of the Council of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland. 


"It is disturbing to discover", the repott says, "that in England 70 
percent of our churehes offer no training to Sunday school teachers or 
do not consider it important enowgh to record in their returns". The 
report also records a decline in Sunday school scholars. As in each cf 
the previous two years, the number of Baptists in England, Wales and 

Scotland dropped by between 3,000 and 4,000. s 


On the other hand, the report said, the average number of children 
under 14. who are enrolled in Baptist Sunday schools is well above that 
of other denominations. The average is given as 150 a church compared 
with the national figure of 83. EPS, Geneva 


PEACE CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY IN FLORDA 


(Tampa, Fla.) - .. grass roots campaign for peace is steadily gaining 
ground here under the leadership of the Rev. George 4G. Hill, associate 
pastor of Palma Cia Methodist Church, who has been appointed the church's 
international peacemaker. 


Mr. Hill was appointed to the unique post "because some of us have 
the conviction that, though world events impinge on the individual more 
than ever before, most people are not prepared to participate intelligently 
.or effectively in this wider area of responsibility. Christians have 
every right to expect their church to give them this sort of leadership." 


By means of a questionnaire circulated among the congregation, church 
members have been given the cpportunity to serve as volunteers in such 
capacities as reading, writing, mailing, telephoning, study, speaking, etc. 
Part of the Minister of World Affairs! duties is to seek out, and publi- 
cize, exciting new possibilities for "peacefare", (See EPS No. 2a) 

| EPS, Geneva 


“IN BRIEF 


"One Family Under God ~ Who is My Family?" is the theme cf the study 
which will be used by thousands of US churchwomen in sessions on May 
Fellowship Day, May 4, sponsored by United Church Women, a unit of the 
National Council of Churches. The year-long study, designed to combat 
racial discrimination, is based on a book, One Family, prepared by Dr. 
pe Carry Onikd ;, of. the. NCO staff, 


* * * 


nw és 


Protestants, Orthodox and Roman Catholics in the state of Kerala, 
South India, are meeting regularly for conversations aimed at better 
interconfessional understanding. 


* * * 
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The National Lutheran Council (USA) is investigating the possibili- 
ties of establishing credit unions or cooperatives in South America. An 
announcement. said such agencies are being considered as a means of easing 
"a universally recognized problem in Latin America — the acute shortage of 
working capital". It said credit unions in some Latin American countries, 
usually established under Roman Catholic auspices, have produced "very 
successful results". 


Dr. Hans Heinrich Harms, 47, has been named chairman of the. German. 
Evangelical Missionary Council, top authority for all the church's. mission-— 
ary societies. Dr, Harms, the church's superintendent general in Hamburg, 
is former associate director of the Study Divisicn of the World Council of 
Churches. °~ In his new post he succeeds the late Dr. Walter Freytag, who 
died in 1999. 


* * * 


Two churchmen have been named to commissions of the new International 
Council of Voluntary Agencies. The Rev. Bruno Muetzelfeldt, director of 
the Lutheran orld Federation's Department of World Service, -has been 
elected chairman of the Commission of Refugees; Mr. .Baldwin Sjollema,- 
World Council of Churches Consultant for Migration, has been named Honor- 
ary. Secretary of the Commission on Migration. The agency represents 78 
international refugee and relief aid agencies. 


* * * 


The 15th century late Gothic University Church, a landmark in the 
city of Leipzig, may be razed if East German authorities carry out plans 
for new building schemes. Three years. ago the city officials had ta | 
abandon similar plans because of the violent oppositien of the townspeople. 
The church, which was damaged slightly during the war, has been used since 
by both Protestants and Roman Catholics. . 


* * * 


Drs Norris Wilson, former executive director of Church World. psy gh (8 
(usa), has been named executive vice- president of the national US Committee 
for: Refugees, succeeding Edward B. Marks who has resigned. In the post 
Dr. Wilson will be responsible for administering the committee's work in 
support of PL SOURIS for an Agieaanics 15,000, aes refugees. ha 


x x x 


Professor Paul Lehmann of Harvard University will give the Seventh 
Annual Lecture, June 15, as the John Knox House, the Presbyterian student 
centre, Geneva, His subject will be "Ideology and Incarnation: A Con- 
temporary Eoumenical Risk", He will speak in French. 


* * * 


The Rev. Juel Nordby, a: Norwegian Methodist minister, who has been 
administrator and theological professor in Angola for ten years, has been 
assigned to work with Angolan refugees in Leopoldville, in the Republic of 
the Congo. An announcement of the Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church, USA, said Mr. Nerdby will work primarily with the large number of 
Netacoiat pastors and students among the estimated 250,000 refugees in the 
Congo. The: work will be carried on through the Congo Protestant Relief 
Agency, the Congo. Protestant Council, and the British Baptist Missionary. 
Society which has work in the area where refugees are located. 


* * * 


< 
. 
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A series of ecumenical youth conferences to foster contacts between 
Roman Catholic and Protestant youth will be sponsored by the Catholic 
Youth Council of the Netherlands. The Council has also announced it will 


“open a centre where youth of the two confessions can meet. Dutch Roman 


Catholic and Protestant youth met together officially for the first time 

at a meeting held by the Ecumenical Youth Council (Protestant) in Eindhoven 
in February. Nearly 200 Roman Catholic youth joined the 800 Protestant © 
youth for the sessions after the Catholic youth organization had urged 
their attendance. It was the first time the Roman Catholic group had 
given officic. recognition to the Protestant body. 


* * * 


A bowl of rice and a cup of soup, for which they paid $1.00 or more, 
was the main meal for a zroup of students at Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, on Tuesdays during Lent. Initiated by two students, the 
"sacrificial meals" plus gifts from students and faculty brought in $650 
which they gave to the Share Our Surplus fund of Church World Service to 
send food to hungry overseas. 


* * ret Se 


The possibilities of establishing joint communion between Orthodox 


and Old Catholics will be studied by a study commission of the two churches. 


Plans for the study were announced in Istanbul following a visit to the 
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I by Old Catholic leaders, Dr. Andreas 
Rinkel, the Archbishop of Utrecht, and Dr. Urs Kiiry, the Bishop of Switzer- 
land. 


Saat 3G * 


Leaders of the Lutheran Church of Hannover, Germany, have asked 
Protestants to taka as guests into their homes Catholics attending the 
79th German Catholic -Day Congress (Katholikentag) to be held there August 


22~26% Recalling similar aid received from Catholic parishes on the... 
occasion of the German Evangelical Kirchentag congresses, Lutheran author- 
ities urged their Hannover flocks to remember the words of Paul: "Be 


Biven to hcspitality". 


* * * 


US Methodists and Presbyterians have joined hands in aiding student 
work on three public-supported Negro colleges and universities in the 
South. The United Southern Christian Fellowship, sponsored by The . 
Methodist Church and the Presbyterian Church, US (Southern), will establish 
programmes of campus Christian work at some of these colleges and -will 
furnish funds for directors and other facets of the work at others. A 
fourth programme is expected to be ctarted soon. 


There were seven professions of faith, seven re-dedications and two 
persons who said they wished to go into "special Christian service" at a 
week-long evangelistic campaign held recently at the Immanuel Baptist : 
Church, Madrid; Spain. The six-month-old church, the only English | 
language Baptist church in Spain, has grown from 37 charter members to a 
membership of over 100 since it was started last year. ; 


¥* * * 
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For the first time in its 15 years! history, an African has been 
named principal of the Lutheran Theological College at Makumira, the 
institute which provides ministerial training for all Lutheran bodies in. 
Bast Africa. He is: the Rev. Eliewaba Mahana, who has been .teaching at .. 
Makumira since returning in 1960 from two years! advanced theological. study 
at Lutheran Theological Seminary, St.Paul (Minnesota), USA. He succeeds 
the Rev. H. Daniel Friberg, a missionary of the -Augustana Lutheran Church, 
who has_ e206 to America on furlough..- ; He was installed on April 29. 

. ie ee 4 ; 

A resolution urging a’"positive world-wide witness for peace" instead 
of a "selfish shelter programme" has been adopted by the board of directors 
of the Pennsylvania Council of Churches (USA). A Council statement "called 
to the attention of its member churches the need for consideration of the 
moral problems involved in‘the (proposed) federal programme for the con- 
struction of fallout shelters". It declared that "shelters are not an _ 
answer to the world's problems". ak 3 

oo ny, ere 


Anglican Bishop Stephen Neill has accepted a reese -~year ‘appointment to 
the Chair of Missions and Ecumenical Relations at the Faculty of Protestant 
Theology, Hamburg, Germany. The Chair-has been vacant since .the death of 
Professor Walter: Freytag in October, 1959. | Bishop Neill, a missionary for! 
many years in India, was associate genéral secretary. of the World Council 
of Churches: from 1948 to 1954. He is: the co-author: of. The Ecumenical .. 
‘Movement, and has written many other: volumes about missions. and unity. 


* * * 


The role of the layman in church affairs was the topic of a four-day 
interdenominational meeting held at Nasrapur, India, by the National 
Christian Council of India. Reviewing the work of lay ‘training centres, 
speakers emphasized that the aim of such centres. is "to bring about a new 
pattern of. church life through the extensive use of voluntary church 
workers" particularly in rural areas in which clergymen usually are not 
available, } 


* * * 


All the buildings and property owned by the American Friends (Quakers) 
Board of Missions in Kenya will be turned over to the native Quaker leader~ 
ship. Involved in the transfer to the Rast Africa Yearly Meeting are 
about 1,000 acres of land, a hospital, a teacher training institution, a 
Bible ee ee ae several residences, a girls! high school, an industrial 
plant, water and power facilities, and a proposed new preniiey for which 
funds are now being raised. oem, 


x¥ * * 


Dr. Sigurd Aske of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, director of the Lutheran 
World Federation Broadcasting Service, has been named executive director 
of the new World Association for Christian Broadcasting Dr. Aske will 
volunteer his services on an interim basis while Satins to serve as 
head of .the Federation's radio project. A permanent executive director 
for the Association will be elected as soon as finances permit. The WACB 
is scheduled to hold its constituting assembly at Addis Ababa in April, 
1963. EPS, Geneva 


em O.C UME NG 
STATEMENT ON CESSATION OF TESTING 


The testing of nuclear. weapons without international consent or control 
must cease. For about a decade the World Gouneil of Churches and its 
Commission on International Affairs have expressed continuing concern 
that international agreement be reached on the verified cessation cof 
testing in order to avoid immediate and potential dangers to health and 
particularly to reverse the spiral of an accelerating arms race, The 
expression of this concern constitutes a part of the Christian witness 
to the world of nations in behalf of the peace with justice and freedom, 


In July 1957, statements adopted by the Central Committee and by the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs urged that, as a first 
step in a comprehensive apiece: for disarmament, governments conducting 
tests should forgo them at least for a trial period "in the hope that 
others: will do the same, a new confidence be born, and foundations be laid 
for reliable agreements," 


Developments in the year following seemed to provide "prudent ground for 
constructive hope.'' The Soviet Union and subsequently the United States 
and the United Kingdom offered to cease tests, although in different cir- 
cumstances and with different conditions. The Conference of Technicians 
in the summer of 1958 was followed in October by the Geneva Conference on 
the Cessation of Testing, | 


Three and a half years of tortuous negotiation have unhappily brought no 
conclusive positive results, although considerable clarification of the 
issues has been achieved. No new confidence has been born nor in fact have 
adequate foundations been laid for reliable agreements. In the autumn of 
1961, the U.S.S.R. broke the moratorium and tested in the atmosphere the 
largest nuclear weapons ever exploded anywhere. The United States supported 
‘by the United Kingdom, having subsequently conducted numerous underground 
tests, has now exploded the first in a series of nuclear. weapons in the 
atmosphere and proposes to continue unless agreement is reached on the 
principle of international inspection. The Soviet Union has announced 
its. intention also to resume atmospheric tests if the United States does so. 


It is indeed ironical that these measures are being projected when most of 
the peoples around the world want testing halted and when, even within 
nuclear:countries, vast’majorities desperately desire an agreement with 
reasonable assurance that treaty commitments will be honored. We must 
therefore persistently ask: 


a», whether any nation is justified in deciding on its cwn 

responsibility to conduct such tests, when the people of 
other nations in all parts of the world who have not agreed 
may have to bear the consequences, 


We are not unmindful of the technical and scientific difficulties in con- 
cluding a trustworthy treaty which in a senseoverride political considera- 
- tions. Notwithstanding, we respectfully and insistently urge that every 
avenue toward agreement be exhaustively explored, 


At Geneva only a month ago, the Executive Committee of the World Council 
’ of Churches announced once more the position which has been consistently 
advocated over the years when it urged all governments concerned: 


ah 


Kenneth Grubb, London, CCIA chairman, 


Dr. Nolde outlined four steps, which he said "reflect views widely 


held among Christians and churches-within the ecumenical fellowship": 


.1. Further effort should be made to devise "a graduated system of 
informatien and verification". He defined this as "a system which differen 
tiates requirements in accordance with the degrees cf difficulties in |. 
accurate detection". He said such a system could rely on national devices 
to detect explosions which require no additional verification or where 
additional verification is needed, would provide for it "in a manner which 
will avoid to the greatest possible extent mutual frictions", 


2. Governments should be prepared to make concessions necessary 
to reach a treaty which will reasonably assure 111 parties that commitments 
are being honored, . 


: .3, If governments. are unable to reach agreement the UN General 
Assembly should be speedily convened to recommend negotiation of a treaty 
which would establish an international body. Such a body would act "only 
where there is no other way to givo assurance that treaty. commitments are 
being honored or to. give prompt notice of violations by any government part 
to the treaty". 


4, If additional impetus is needed to win governments! acceptance 
for such a treaty the General Assembly should consider urging a Summit con- 
ference, a 


He added that although CCIA was. "normally cautious about advocati 
a summit meeting we believe that: in the present instance the stakes are 50 
high that its possibilities should ‘be explored". In the avent & summit 
meeting is convened, he said, "it should not be in the atmosphere of. despe 
ration or finality, but rather with a view to utilizing every opportunity 


available at the moment", 


The statenent quotes an earlier WCC statement which questions. 
"whether any nation is justified on its own responsibility to conduct such 
tests, when the people of other nations in all parts of the world who have | 
not agreed. may have to bear the consequences", This is a question which we 


must "persistently ask", he declared, 


"We are not unmindful of the technical and scientific difficultie 
in concluding a trustworthy treaty which in a sense override political con 
Siderations. Notwithstanding, we respectfully and insistently.urge that 
every avenue toward agreement be exhaustively explored," he declared, 


In a separate statement the officers 97f the World Couneil called 
‘upon the organization's 197 churches in more than 80 countries to give 
~. serious consideration to the steps proposed in the CCIA statement. They que 
an earlier WCC statement inviting "all Christians. to fight frustration and 
defeatism, to persevere in patience and hope in spite of all setbacks; and 
to. support by their prayers attitudes and actions the endeavours of their 
churches in ecumenical fellowship to advance peace, freedom and justice. be 
tween and among all nations and. their anxious peoples", ; 

The statement was signed by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, cha 
man of the WCC's 100-member policy-making Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Paj 


London, vice-chairman; and Dr. W.A. Visser 't¢ Hooft, Geneva, general secre 
* % “ 


SPECIAL REPORT 


RUSSIAN ORTHODOX REPRESENTATIVES TO WCC DISCUSS LIFE & ROLE 
OF CHURCH 


(Geneva) - The role of the Russian Orthodox Church in relation to the 
churches in Bast and West Germany is discussed by the two representatives of 
the Moscow Patriarchate to the World Council of Churches in the report of an 
interview released here today. 


The subject was dealt with in the answer to one of three questions put 
to the two representatives, Archpriest Vitaly Borovoi and Mr. Nikolai 
Anfinoguenov, a member of the Patriarchate's Foreign Office. The two have 
offices at WCC headquarters here. 


The Russian Orthodox Church was admitted to WCC membership at the 
organization's Third Assembly, held late last year in New Delhi, India. 
Excerpts from the questions and answers are as follows: 


Q. What is the task of the Russian Orthodox representatives to the 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches? 


A. (Archpriest Borovoi first discussed contents of a letter exchanged 
between the Moscow Patriarchate and the World Council outlining provisions 
for appointment of a permanent representative with the rank of bishop to 
the WCC to "represent the Russian Orthodox Church within the WCC in all 
questions concerning cooperation with the WCC.) He said further: 


To this clear and official declaration I, on my part, can only add the 
following: 


The experience of many confessional world bodies, Christian sister | 
organizations and single churches (including that of the Patriarchate of 
Constantinople) which have long been represented at the WCC have proved in 
a convincing way that collaboration in this form is not only possible for 
all concerned but furthermore is useful in deepening the understanding of the 
ecumenical movement as a whole. 


Moreover, the problem of preparing ecumenical leaders is of particular 
importance for our church in its first stage of entering into the manifold 
tasks and responsibilities of the World Council of Churches. 


The role our representatives will be called to play at Geneva will be 
of great importance for the successful solution of this problem which is 
essential for us. 


Q. Réports on church life in the Soviet Union to which we, in the 
West, have access do not give a very clear picture of the actual situation 
regarding the Church in that country. What is at present the position of 
the Church within the life of the Russian people? 


A. Western Christians who are interested in church life in the Soviet 
“Union and whose approach to this question is sincere, free from prejudice 
and dispassionate, can gain a clear picture of the reality of our church 
life, and this first hand, for the simple reason that numerous church dele- 
gations and many active representatives of Western churches have visited 
us, have visited our Patriarchate, our churches, church institutions, 
monasteries, congregations and have become acquainted with them. They have 
established contacts with leading men in our churches, our clergy, our 
monastic life, our theology, including students in our church academies, 

as well as believers of all ages and positions in the present day life. 


Western Christians who have not visited our country nor met people who 
have been to the Soviet Union will be able to form their own opinion about 
the life and work of our church from the book on the Russian Orthodox Church, 
published some years ago by the Patriarchate of Moscow, and which has now 
been translated into several foreign languages. 


A lot can be-said about the life of any Christian church ‘or denomina-_ 
tion, and about the place it takes within its respective sina either in” 
the positive on in the negative sense. 


As far’as our church is’ concerned we can say the following: 


As a church it has always been, is now, and will ever be the Church of 
our Lord Jesus. Christ, in all circumstances, devoted to its divine foundat 


However, Regarding. ter Cae position, our church will always be a 
national church (a people's church), flesh of the flesh, blood of the. blood 
of its people, inseparably united to its people in all their efforts and 
labours, in their achievements and victories, as weli as in their. difficul-§ 
ties and sacrifices. 


a Our church is idan: ee ready to share Ss joy as well-as : dhe natal 
lations of the Russian people, whatever they may be, according to the will 
of the Lord. © 


Q. The act of admitting the Russian Orthodox Church as a matted into 
the World: Council of Churches has brought together your church and the 
German churches in a fraternal: community. Political’ circumstances in 
Germany have torn apart the ohurches in the East from the churches in the 
West, so that neither on the congregational level nor on the level of the 
ere ch leaders'is it possible to come together. Do you believe that we may 
count on the sympathy, and perhaps. even on the help, of your great church 
in our efforts to bring back to normal the situation of the German church? | 


A.. The Russian Orthodox Church has been in close and fraternal rela- 
tionship with the German churches,.. with many of their theological colleges, 
and German theology as a whole, for almost 500 years «.« 


Through the entry of our church into ‘the World Council oi Churches 
these good relations and our: community in Jesus Christ adn no doubt, find 
an even deeper and broader ecumenical basis. 


The differences exisiting today: between the various churches concernin 
the conception of the task of the Christian in’ the face of essential demand 
of our time, and the differences in their notion: of reality are, because 
of the experiences of, our past. history, not unknown tous. 


We too have gone through a very difficult period of our Christian 
"self-understanding" in the present time. There have been deep schisms in 
our church on these matters. . But the wisdom and.-the clairvoyance of the 
‘leaders of our. church, the Most Rev. Patirarches, Tikhon, sergius, and. 
Patriarch Alexei, who. is still in good health today, as.well as the fact 
that the character of our church is that of a people's church, have helped 
us to overcome this schism sie) that there is no trace of ait left today. 


Only outside our country are there still some. nivehacbeo wee small Russia 
church groups who remain separated from their Russian mother church, purely 
for political reasons. ;We.-are, however, firmly convinced: that. when, accord 
ing to the will of God, the -hour has come this wound. of our past also will 
heal. Fe . 


For this reason we believe that the German churches, Pint will ‘find 
within themselves the nécessary strength, wisdom and sense of reality to 
stand up to the demands of ‘their time and solve all their problems them- 
selves by way of negotiations between Germans of either side, and thereby 
find a way to remove the transient present-day differences. We, the 
Russian Orthodox Christians, wish this wholeheartedly. 


May this be the will of God, vrho in His wisdom guides the destinies: 
-Of His’ Church. : 


* we * 
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CANTERBURY AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH AGREE ON JOINT STUDY 


(Istanbul ) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, and 
-the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I, have agreed to set up a joint 
Anglican Orthodox commission to study the differences in doctrine between 
their two churches. 


The decision was announced at the conclusion of a three-day visit here 
by Dr. Ramsey. The commission, which will begin its work soon, will continue 
discussions opened by a similar commission in the 1930s and ended because 
of the war, 


In speeches during his visit Dr. Ramsey repeatedly emphasized the need 
for unity based on "unity of dogma". Speaking at the Orthodox seminary on 
the Island of Halki, he said: "We cannot have unity without unity of dog- 
Matic faith." He emphasized points held in common by the Anglican and 
Orthodox churches and addeds: 


"Within the movement for Christian unity the relations between the” ~ 
“Orthodox and Anglican churches have a special importance because they may 
be the beginning of a healing of the division between East and West. The 

Anglican Church is part of the West, yet it has an affinity with the Bast." 


Patriarch Athenagoras earlier had described the Archbishop's visit 
as "the beginning. of a new spiritual spring that may'lead to. . .the crea- 
tion of new backgrounds for greater rapprochement and the closer collabora- 
tion of all churches." 
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Dr. Ramsey went from Istanbul to Athens where he called on His Beati- 
tude Chrysostomos, Archbishop of Athens and All Greece, and delivered a 
lecture at the University of Athens. EPS, Geneva — 


BAST GERMAN PRESS CRITICAL OF BEKID DOCUMENT 


(Geneva) - Bast German newspapers have sharply criticized a recent memoran- 
dum of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (BKID) advocating 
a fairer distribution of the national, wealth. 


. The memorandum, which has received wide publicity in Germany, advocate 
special measures to help workers acquire shares in the means of production. 
It proposes this be done by giving workers ownership shares in addition to 
their wages, with the understanding that the share could not be: spent: and 
would be "Subject to cértain restrictions". Such a plan would not be an 
infringement of the free economy "if this enforced saving pone people 
who had hitherto had. no share:.of capital", it ESSELTE» | 


One Hast German newspaper denounced the scheme as an attempt to 
"blindfold and appease the workers for fear that continuation of the” shame- 
less monopolist economic policy of exploitation might lead then, to” renew 
their fight against the: capitalist dictatorship of millionaires". 


amr is tonly. a smoke screen behind: which the government can continue 
financing atomic. war. preparations, . and. monopolism increase, its. profits", 
it said. 


More than two years in preparation, the memorandum takes issue with 
the view that ownership of the means of production should be in the hands. 
of experienced owners of capital. In order to preserve freedom, it says,° 
all citizens should have a share in cipertaes end. have a voice in planning 
economic development. fs aE 


However, while suscnians to: concentration of capital, the memorandum 
stresses the right to private ownership as "a gift from God which helps 
people to live together in responsibility and freedom". It also says 
it is essential to maintain the paleo. of small and medium size 
concerns. ; 


The nemunandin was prepared initially by a small EKID study group 
which worked on it for 18 months. It was then submitted to the EKID's 
Chamber of Social Order, a group which includes a number of prominent 
economists and.sociologists, who spent.a year revising it before submittin 
it to! the Council in late 1961, It. was Debra es by the Council two weeks 
AZO. | ‘ BP ii ) EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH CHURCH MAY NOT APPROVE PLAN POR WOMEN PASTORS 


(Helsinki) - Admission of women to the full ministry is not 1 ety to be 
approved at the next Church Assembly of the Finnish Lutheran. Church despit 
-gtrong support for the move from several quarters, in the: opinion of. a. 
yeedne Finnish expert on the subject. 


.. Professor Aimo T. Nikolainen, chairman of the ‘special dommes toe. set 
up. by the 1958 Church Assembly to study the question, voiced doubt that 7 
the committee's favourable réécomméndation would receive the three- fourths, 
vote required for acceptance when the body meets again in 1963. 
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He pointed out, however, that a recent public opinion poll showed the 
majority of the Lutheran congregations in this country favour opening the 
pastorate to both sexes. Moreover, he expressed belief that if the Assembly 
approved such a measure none of the Finnish bishops would refuse to ordain 
women, as has occured in Sweden. 


Professor Nikolainen is dean of the University of Helsinki's large 
theological faculty, which has already graduated nearly 350 women and now 
has more than 250 of them on its student rolls. 


It is estimated that by 1970, Finland will have almost 800 women theo- 
logical graduates. Women graduates have numerous opportunities to serve 
full-time as religion teachers in the schools and as workers among women 
and youth in the parishes, BPS, Geneva 


COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES CLOSE PROTESTANT SCHOOL 


(Puerto Ospina, Colombia) - Authorities have closed down a primary school 
in nearby Montepa on the grounds that they must "prohibit every. form of 
Protestant educational work", according to a report by the press service of 
the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia. 


The service said the teacher of the one-room school and the owner of 
the house in which it met were taken by police escort to the office of the 
town inspectors, where they were served with written orders to close the 
school immediately. 


The order said the action was taken in accordance with the Treaty on 
Missions between the Holy See and Colombia, which provides that "education 
must be directed and oriented by the Catholic Mission, without interfer- 
ence from any other denomination". 


The school was opened in January with an enrollment of 15 children, 
most of them from the Protestant Congregation of Montepa. The press 
service estimated that only 40 per cent of the 5,720 children of primary 
school age in this area are enrolled in classes because there are no 
facilities for the others. The nearest school to Montepa is at Puerto 
Ospina, two hours by canoe from the town. EPS, Geneva 


SOVIET PUBLICATION WARNS AGAINST RELIGIOUS FAITH OF EDUCATED 


(Moscow) - Science and Religion, a leading Soviet publication, has warned 
its readers that many professional people in Russia are not only baptized 
Christians, but openly practise religion. 


The publication did not give statistics on the percentage of believers 


with higher education, but it cited instances which, it said, should convince 


its readers that a university diploma is "no guarantee of the atheism of 
its owner". 


The worst offenders on this score, it said, are the Baptists, whom it 
termed "the most dangerous" of any religious body in the USSR. 


The article criticizes universities for their "too general and too 
vague" criticism of religion and accuses professors of being negligent of 
educating students "in a really atheistic way". EPS, Geneva 


‘ 
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PRAGUE CONFERENCE GROUP TO MEET 


(Karlovy Vary, Czechoslovakia) - "Christian Reponsibility in the Midst of 
_International Tensions" will be the theme of the first meeting of the . 
Advisory Committee for the Continuation of the Work of the (Prague) Chris- 
tian Peace Conference, scheduled here May 15-18. 


Keynote speaker will be Dr. J. H. Hromadka, conference president and a) 
member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. Other 
speakers will include Archbishop Nikodim of the Russian Orthodox Church, : 
Bishop Tibor Bartha of Hungary, Dr. Heinz Kloppenburg of Westphalia, West 


Germany; and Professor Heinrich Vogel of the University of Berlin. 


The Advisory Committee,which has 116 members,is the largest of two 
bodies set up by the All- Chistian Peace Ass emb lary meeting in June, 1961, 
in Prague. The other, a much smaller working committee, has met several 
times since the conference, 


The announcement of the meeting said it would be "very important" 
because it would give members the opportunity to review and evaluate the 
work of the Assembly and to determine future programmes. The most urgent 
problem in the world today, it added, is disarmament. EPS, Geneva’ 


ANGLICAN LEADER HITS 'INHUMANITY? OF SOUTH AFRICAN RACE LAW 


(Capetown) - Anglican Archbishop Joost de Blank of Capetown, in a diocesan 
letter here, condemned South Africa's Group Areas Development Act for its 
"injustice and inhumanity" to this country's non-whites. 


Under the act, which makes mandatory separate residential areas for 
different racial groups, the government can force people to move from one . 
community to another. . 


Asserting that "such inhumanity cannot be justified on any grounds", | 
the prelate called on the South African Foundation to take immediate action} 
to alleviate hardships caused by the act. 


Noting that the Foundation was created with approval | of the South ‘ 
African government. to defend the country's "good name", Archbishop de Blank | 
said: "If our name is defensible, injustice and inhumanity must find no 
place in the official dealings with the under-privileged or disfranchised ~ 
people in our land". : EPS , Geneva ‘ 


METHODIST BISHOP WARNS OF COMMUN TST GRO omrt IN LATIN AMERICA : 


(St. Paul, Minn.) - Millions of people in Latin America - iesephied and 
ti tena te - could turn to communism through desperation, according to the = 
Methodist Bishop of Argentina, Bolivia and Uruguay. 


"They would theorize that democracy has not given them much and that — 
perhaps something else would work", Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri said here@ 
The Bishop, a former president of the World Council of Churches, conducted © 
a 10-day speaking tour of Minnesota. . : 


"We must preach not only Christian doctrine, but also basic lessons in 
humanity and love", he declared.in one of his sermons. Latin America is ; 
the continent of the future, he said, explaining that its population is 
expected to grow to 600 million in 40 years. ; 
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"As President Bisenhower suggested, we (in Latin America) should teach 
more English in our elementary schools and you should teach more Spanish, 
creating one bilingual continent in our hemisphere", the Bishop declared. 
"We still need teachers and schools and we must have churches and church 
workers. We must keep Latin America within the Christian fold. 


"Tt is not the American businessman who is most respected in Latin 
America.:' It is the American missionary", said Bishop Barbieri. EPS, Geneva 


WCC RECEIVES ORTHODOX EASTER GREETINGS 


(Geneva) - An unprecedented number of cables and letters have been sent to 
the World Council of Churches! headquarters here by Orthodox leaders on 
the occasion of the celebration of the Orthodox Easter. 


Those sending greetings included: Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I 
of Istanbul; Patriarch Alexei of the Russian Orthodox Church; Archbishop 
WNikodim of Yaroslav and Rostov, president of the Office of Foreign Affairs 
of the Moscow Patriarchate; Patriarch Germanos of Serbia; Patriarch Cyril 
of Bulgaria; Metropolitan Timothy of Warsaw; Archbishop George of Paris; 
Patriarch Theodossios of Damascus; Patriarch Justinian of Rumania; 
Patriarch Christophoros II of Alexandria and All Africa; Patriarch 
Benedictos of Jerusalem; Archbishop Makarios of Cyprus; Vaskken I, Supreme 
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians; and Bishop Michael of Tambor, 
USSR. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH YOUTH "COFFEE BARS" COMMENDED 


(Edinburgh) - Church meeting places of the coffee bar type are commended by 
the Church of Scotland's Committee on the Religious Instruction of Youth 
ina report published here. 


"These meeting places", the report says, "are not different from the 
church; their function is to be the church, for in these places at least, 
it can be demonstrated that the Christian life consists in more than serv- 
ing ourselves and helping our own people." 


The report, one of a series issued by church committees last week, will 
be debated by the General Assembly next month. 


A report of the Foreign Mission Committee noted that during the past 
ten years the number of missionaries serving the church has dropped from 
3422 to 276, and it said it is becoming increasingly difficult “apne daluals | 
gualified candidates. It said at present it has vacancies. for 50 new 
missionaries in Asia, Africa, and the West Indies, and asked presbyteries 
and congregations to encourage young men and women to respond to the call 
for missionary service. . EPS, Geneva 


MORE AID ASKED FOR RURAL AREAS IN JAPAN 


(Izu-Nagaoka, Japan) - In spite of rapid industrialization in Japan rural 
areas continue to ask for special efforts in evangelism, according to 
reports made to the recent Rural Evangelism Conference of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan), held here. 
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The conference, which was attended by rural evangelism chairmen from 
the church's 17 kyoku (districts), was told that as much as 90 per cent of 
the youth from some rural areas have moved to the cities. Many farmers, 
it was also reported, have taken part-time employment in industry. 


encourage their members who go to the cities to become related to churches 
there. At the same time, it said, rural churches must intensify their 
efforts among those who remain, and shovld undertake: studies of their tae 
ization and methods to kcep them up to date with the changing pattern. 

- EPS, cael 


The conference agreed that rural churches have a responsibility to’ : 


PACIFIC CHURCHES CHART PLANS 


(Noumea, New Caledonia) - Retreats for pastors, promotion of a new aoe 
ical journal, and aid to church members living for the first time in urban 

areas with cash economies are among plans made at the first full meeting o 
the Continuation Committee of the Conference of Pacific Churches held’ here 

recently. 


The Pacific area leaders also agreed to explore the possibilities of 
holding an-area-wide consultation for youth leaders. es 


“Attending the meeting of the Committee, which was set up by the first 
Conference of Churches and Missions in the Pacific, held last year in a 
samoa, were members from the New Hebrides, Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, 
New Guinea, and Samoa. 


The plans were based on reports by Committee members, each of whom had} 
been asked by the Samoa conference to study one of the subjects considered 
by the Conference. 


It was also announced that Pastor Vavae Toma, of Sanoa, es tO visit 
some of the more isolated ,island groups during the year. During the past 
year Committee members have visited churches in New Caledonia, in Lifu, in 
the Loyalty Islands, and in Noumea (see EPS No. 19, 1961). EPS, Geneva 


PRENCH "'C.0O." GETS MINIMUM SENTENCE 


(Paris) - In what is regarded as a precedent setting decision the Frérich ° 
Military Tribunal has handed down the minimum sentence possible to a young 
conscientious OPE G On eR 


The tribunal gave Michel Bourgeois, a Protestant student at the ni 
versity of Paris Theological Faculty, a suspended six months! sentence, 


It:-was the first time that the tribunal had imposed the minimum sen- 
tence. Usually, conscientious objectors have received maximum or: near 
maximum sentences. 


French church leaders see in the sentence the possibility of the 
establishment of a programme of alternative service for conscientious 
objectors. No. such provision now exists. #6 EPS, Geneva, 
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CHURCH LEADERSHIP SEEN AS " ALIEN TO WORKERS! OUTLOOK" 


(London) ~ The report of a new survey issued here charges that the mission 
of the church is being seriously hampered because a large number of Angli- 
can bishops have an educational and social background which is not typical 
of the immense majority of the people. 


- The result, declares the report, which was made by the Rev. Paul A. 
Welsby, after an investigation of episcopal appointments since 1942, is 
that "the bishops inevitably possess an outlook on life and an approach to 
values of a particular class. . .it means that the mission of the church 
to a large part of the population is hampered from the start by leadership 
alien to the methods of the worker". 


The report says that while the background of Anglican clergymen has, 
changed considerably in the last 20 years, most bishops have been educated 
in private schools. Of the 65 episcopal appointees named between 1942 
and 1961, 54 are private school graduates. However, eight of the men 
appointed since 1942 were not, and five of these were consecrated during 
the last eight years. is 


Mr. Welsby's report is published in this month's issue of Prism, an 
Anglican monthly.. He is a church historian and curate of three parishes 


in Suffolk. 
% %* * 


The background of Anglican clergymen is also the subject of a lengthy 
article in The Guardian. 


The newspaper reports that a growing number of men are going into the 
ministry after years of secular employment. It says that between 1954 
and 1960 nearly a quarter of the deacons ordained in the Provinces cf 


Canterbury and York were 40 years of age or over. Of the 760 candidates 
registered for ordination training with the Central Advisory Council. for 
the ministry in 1960, 53.9 per cent were "Nat work". Only 2.4 per cent: 


were at university and 14 per cent at school. 


"The obvious value of these men to the church. . -is the experience 
of secular life which they bring to the ministry", The Guardian says. 
"Having knocked around the world for 15 years or more before they become 
priests they can be expected to understand the point of view of their 
parishioners more easily than the bright young man who has just emerged 
from Keble and Cuddesdon." ' EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE CHURCH TAKES DECISTONS ON INTERCOMMUNION 


(Tokyo) ~ The House of Bishops of the Nippon Seikokai (Holy Catholic Church 
in Japan) has agreed to establish 'a limited measure of intercommunion" with 
‘the Church of South India and has offered full communion with the Philippine 
Independent Church. 


Tt also has agreed to recognize the Church of Lanka (Ceylon), now in 
the process of formation, "as a true Province of the Church Universal, 
maintaining the apostolic faith and the historic ministry", if it is organ- 
ized on the basis of its proposed constitution, and declared itself then 
prepared to enter into full communion with it by concordat. © + oaks 


The Holy Catholic Church in Japan is part of the Anglican Communion, 
EPS, Geneva 


No. 17 - llth May, 1962. P 


REORGANIZATION OF GOVERNMENT OF CHURCH OF ENGLAND PROPOSED 


(London):"- A-plan for a far-reaching change in the government of the Church 
of England which, if accepted, would give the laity a place of right in the 
whole range of church business, including doctrinal matters, will be .put. 
before the full synods of the Convocations of Canterbury and York on May 15 


The scheme provides for the integration of the two Convocations (whic 
represent ‘only clergy) and of the Church Assembly (which includes laity), 
and would set up one General Synod which would have the final decision in 
all matters. The Church Assembly as a separate body would cease to exist. 


Joint committees for each of the Convocations have prepared reports on 
the scheme. The Canterbury committee is strongly in favour of the change, 
whereas a majority in favour of it in the York Convocation was gained only” 
Dy the chairman's casting vote. 


The majority report notes that "we hold that in principle a closer 
association of the laity with the clergy in the legislative assemblies of 
the church is right, (and) we also believe that such a plan as we present 
would provide the church with a form of government which is more likely to 
commend itself to ne and to the country at large, than the present 
dual system". ; ; : 


Orities of the plan, who want to keep the present constitution, warn 
that it would "contradict the teaching of the Book of Common Prayer on the 
-sgubject‘of doctrinal authority". This authority is traditionally re- 
served to the bishops and clergy. EPS, Geneva 


NEW TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE FOR MALAGASY CHURCHES 


(Fianarantsoa, Madagascar) = Construction is expected to. start soon here 
of a new United Christian Teacher Training College for. the Church of. Christ 


in Madagascar (churches associated with the London soups daapoianig Spores an 
the Lutheran Church. Ae 


The project, which has been under consideration by the two churches 
for several. years, has been made possible by a large government grant and 
smaller grants from the two contributing missions, the London Missionary 
Society and the Norwegian Missionary Society. If building plans progress 
as scheduled, classes will begin in September. ; 


Protestant educational institutions in Madagascar have received sub- 
stantial grants from the government in the past, although in the last two 
years these grants have been. cut considerably. EPS, Geneva 


PRACTICAL TRAINING URGED FOR JAPANESE THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS 


(Karuizawa, Japan) - Increased concern for providing courses in practical 
work as well as theology for Japanese ministerial students was a major 


emphasis of a recent meeting of some 50 seminary professors and ibipiahees 
of the United Church of Christ in Japan held here. 


The Rev. Kazo Kitamori, of Tokyo Union Theological Seminary, sounded 
the keynote in a speech, stressing that the approach must be through a 


combination cf the academic and practical rather than through separate, 
parallel approaches. 
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The conference also agreed that since most of today's seminary graduates 
are very young, there is a particular need for counselling which was not 
required in the immediate post-war years when older men made up the large 
part of the seminary enrollments. It was noted that this is particularly 
necessary for young ministers working in rural parishes because of "the 
confused social scene" in these areas. EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN CHURCHES TO STUDY CONFESSIONAL QUESTIONS 


(Zeist, Holland) - Representatives of Protestant churches in 11 Kuropean 


countries have agreed to set up an international study group to co-ordinate 
the studies of their churches on confessional questions, and develop new 
programmes concerned with theology and spiritual care for submission to 
their churches. 


The group will also organize study groups with each of the ehueaes 
involved on these questions. 


Subjects discussed at the meeting include the relation of Protestant 
and Roman Catholic churches, implications for Protestants of the forthcoming 
second Vatican Council, problems of mixed marriages, and the churches! task 
in reaching those not affliated with the churches. 


The conference was organized by the Evangelical Alliance in Germany, 
the Protestant Convention in the Netherlands, and the Federation of Protes- 
tant Churches in Switzerland. BPS, Geneva 


ISRAELI NEWSPAPER CONDEMNS ANTI-CHRISTIAN VANDALISM 


(Jerusalem) - The Israeli newspaper Haboker has strongly,condemned an 
attack by ~nidentified vandals against a Christian book and art shop on 
McuntZion. Windows of the shop were smashed and several statuettes and 
other articles damaged when stones were thrown through the windows. 


The newspaper said that the vandals must be made to realize that "the 
windows of a Christian shop on Mount Zion make exactly the same sound 
when they are broken as the windows of a synagogue in Europe or the United 
states" when it is attacked. 


The shop was opened by Benedictine monks about a year ago for the~-sale 
of religious souvenirs to pilgrims visiting Mount Zion. Several Jewish 
groups have protested against its location because they must pass it on the 
way to the tomb of David. However, Israeli authorities have ignored their 
complaints and refused to take action. EPS, Geneva 


ANTI-PROTESTANTS ACCUSED OF KILLING MEXICAN PASTOR 


(Minneapolis) - A Mexican Lutheran pastor, who mysteriously disappeared from 


the streets of his nation's capital over eight months ago, was assassinated 
because of his religious activity, an American co-worker charged here. 


Writing in the Lutheran Standard, official bi-weekly of the American 
Lutheran Church, the Rev. William BE. Nehrenz linked the presumed violent 


death of Pastor Roman Reyes Cardenas to a wave of anti-Protestant persecu- 


tion that he said has risen in Mexico in recent years. 
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"all the evidence indicates that he was murdered and his body sunk int 
the Black Canal that runs through Mexico Gity", asserts Professor Nehrenz, 
who is dean of advanced theology at the Augsburg Theological Seminary in 
Mexico City. 


The seminary is an institution cf the 1,400-member ALC related Mexican 
Lutheran Church, of which Pastor Reyes was a minister, serving Holy Trinity 
congregation in the federal capital. 


The report says that on August 21 last’ year Pastor Reyes "disappeared 
suddenly and completely while making several pastoral and evangelistic 
calls . Without entering into all the details," the article says, "we can 
state that we know he had been stoned on several occasions, without inforn- 
ing either his family or-the church leaders," e 


Professor Nehrenz accused the Roman Catholic Church of causing Protes- 
tants, "real trouble. . .which with increasing frequency takes the form of 
physical violence, both against human beings and against their hones or the 
churches in which they worship." 


. He said that "within the last year between 10 and 12 Mexican pastors 
of various denominations have simply been assassinated. One of CRes Oy ae 
orders of a Roman Catholic mayor, was left in the middle of the road under 

a pile of rocks, 'as an éxample!". | 


He further wrote: 


"Several years ago the new cardinal, the first from México; in his 
first public proolamation after being elevated to this office, promised to 
‘cut out and destroy!’ the 'twin cancers of Mexico-Communisnm and Protestan- } 
tism'. Events since that. proclamation have indicatéd rather clearly that 
meant what he said.!! 


He cited vandalism, posters identifying Protestant workers as Commun- 
ists, and legal difficulties with city authorities in completing construc- | 
tion of a new.Lutheran church in Oaxaca, where "the local leader of the mog 
powerful political party in Mexico (PRI) and the governor of the state have 
joined hands to forbid the completion of the building and to absolutely | 
prohibit worship services in the building". a EPS, Geneva 


APRICAN STUDENTS STUDY CONTINENT!1S FUTURE 


(Geneva) - Forty young African students fron 16 countries have spent a weeke 
here discussing the political, economic and social conditions.in Africa 
and the role of the Christian Church in meeting the Continent!s problens. 


They met for the Fourth Annual African Christian Student Seminar, : 
sponsored by the John Knox House, a Presbyterian student centre. Most of 
the participants are enrolled in Buropean universities, . 


Although no official report has been issued yet the preliminary report 
from seminar workshops give clear indication of their attitudes and trends 
in their thinking. These were some of the salient points: 


The Political Situations "The. present framework is generally charact 
erized by injustice, oppression and non-recognition of the dignity and 
liberty of the individual....The South African government is pursuing apar 
theid by means of 'legal violence'. In Angola a foreign dictatorship has. 
perpetrated all sorts of atrocities against the peace-loving people... 


In Rhodesia, parties like the African National Congress are not guaranteed 
peaceful avenues. . ." 


No. 17 - llth May, 1962 ; sist 


Christian Participation in Politics: Urging "active, effective and 
efficient" participation by Christians, the students said that, while indi- 
vidual efforts: are necessary, effective action must take corporate forms 
through such organizations as trade unions, youth movements,and similar 
Zroupse 


But they criticized the idea of a specifically ‘Christian! political 
party. They said: "Having studied 'Christian! political parties as they 
function in many countries, we came to the conclusion that to organize a 
party and to ‘baptize! it ‘Christian! is not only hypocrisy, but cheating. 
Christ is put on as a shield behind which all sorts of methods are employed 
to achieve world, and many times, very personal ends." 


What the Christian must do, they said, is to join a party which is 
open to all persons and within it "assune his mission of reconciliation, ." 


The Church in Africa: The studentsagreed on the basic principle that 
local churches should study customs and beliefs in their society in the 
light of the Gospel and consider what changes should be made in church life 
"in order to manifest the fullness of reconciliation iniChrist! a7 They 
emphasized that although the church in Africa is "composed of people who 
belong to many different tribes and nations, who speak different languages 
and have different customs, these differences are not as important as their 
unity in Jesus Christ." 


They listed the following "negative characteristics" of the African 
church: "The institutions and organizations of the churches often reflect 
European ways and customs, rather than those of African society. The 
churches are very divided. They are often regarded, both by members and 
non-members, as being sinply groups which have a certain social and moral 
code." 


On the positive side, they said, is the fact that churches in many 
African countries are helping political leaders to serve their countries. 
They added that the churches "are undergoing great and rapid changes as 
leadership and responsibility pass into the hands of indigenous members", 


Their Role as Students: "The students are part of a elass on which 
we can count fully. No matter what is their colour, they have onepoint in 
common - and that is that they are all students. The Christian student is 
called upon to keep his thinking clear and to try to seek an answer to 
each different situation in the light of the Word of Caries ty.! 


EPS, Geneva 


LITTLE HOPE SEEN FOR EARLY SETTLEMENT OF GREEK THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS! STRIKE 


(Athens ) - The Greek Ministry of Worship has set up a special committee to 
study problems involved in the two-month old strike of theological students 
at the Universities of Athens and Salonika. However, no quick settlement 
appears likely. 


Students at the two universities went out on strike in February to 
protest against a new Board of Education programme which drastically cuts 
the number of hours devoted to religious instruction in the schools. 
Student spokesmen said the strike was called to "protect their professional 
interest" and to "defend Orthodoxy". They also claim it represents a 
"religious renaissance" in Greece. 


No. 17 - llth May, 1962 | | 12 


An estimated 1,200 qualified theologians are unemployed. in Greece and 
a decrease in hours of religious instruction in the schools is expected to 
increase their number by several hundred. 


The strike reportedly has the support of most of the theological 
faculty at the two universities and of many clergy. 


There has been no official statenunt by the hierarchy about the strike. 
However, His Beatitude Chrysostomos, Archbishop of Athens and Primate of 
All Greece, has suggested that the unemployment problem could be solved if 4 
the theologians joined the clergy. 


An article by the Athens correspondent of La Croix, Roman Catholic 
daily published in Paris, attributes the strike to a "general malaise from 
which the Church of Greece has been suffering for several years". He reports 
a generally negative attitude by most students to the Archbishop's sugges- 
tion that they join the ranks of the clergy because "they don't like the . 
idea of wearing long beards and long hair and gowns with trailing sleeves". 
Most of them, he writes, are also concerned about the regulation which 
prohibits young priests from marrying a second time if they are left widow-9¥ 
ers, particularly if there are small children, and about the small salaries 
paid to priests, especially in-country parishes. They are so small, he | 
says, that "priests are practically condemned to starve or to beg". & 
EPS, Genova | 


q 


; IN BRIEF ; 
Reiterating a long-established policy the National Council of Churches# 
(USA) has circulated a memo for the benefit. of new members, declaring it : 
will hold meetings only where "facilities are open to all participants". ; 
The memo stresses "the spiritual and moral obligation of the churches to ¢ 
practise racial. inclusiveness". 


* * * 


Ninety Protestants Hee Roman Catholics from Europe and the United \ 
States took part in the second ecumenical Kaster pilgrimage to the. :Holy 
Land, led by two French Dominican priests and two pastors of the French 
Reformed Church. During the visit the group wes received by Mgr. Dardérian, 
the Armenian Patriarch of Jerusalem , and the Greek Catholic Archbishop 
Hakin of Galilee. 


* *% * 


A six-menber delegation of the Society of Friends (Quakers) has called 
upon President Kennedy in Washington, D.C., to urge a forcign policy based 
on an all-out effort to achieve world disa maamenc: The delegation spent a 
minutes with the President. About 1,000 Quakers from all parts of the j 
United States recently picketed the White House and State bpartment for | 
three days on behalf of disarmament. 


* * * 


In accordance with a new Vatican decree Roman Catholics in Egypt will 
celebrate church festivals which fall during the week on the following 
Sunday. An announcement said the arrangement is necessary because "under ~ 
present conditions it is impossible to celebrate festivals on weekdays". 
Exceptions are Christmas, Epiphany, Ascension Day, and the day marking the — 
Assumptioof the Virgin. 5 


a 
A 
in 

; 
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Several thousand copies have been distributed of the first issues of a 
new co-operative Protestant journal for Malagasy youth. The journal, which 
will appear fortnightly, is being published by the London Missionary Society 
on behalf of the Youth Department of the Madagascar Council of Churches, 
Jand the Anglican Church in Madagascar. Its publication is part of the 
| preparation for the first Malagasy Ecumenical Youth Conference to be held in 
July. . The conference will be the largest co-operative project of its kind 
|}ever held in Madagascar. 


* * * 


An unofficial campaign is under way in Britain to persuade church and 
community leaders cf the value of advertising in the service of the church. 
|An eleven-inch triple column announcement which appeared in The Sunday 
|\Times on Haster Day is being followed by a series in The Times. The advert- 
|isement consists only of Bible passages taken from the New English Bible. 
| The campaign is being sponsored by "Religion in Britain", a newly created 
pcouncil, which has the support of Anglicans, Free churchmen, and Roman 
|Catholics. 


* * * 


‘Swiss Protestant churches have raised more than Sw.Fr.5,000,000 

|( $1,168,224) thus far in their "Bread for the Brethren" campaign. The drive 
|is being conducted by the Swiss Evangelical Mission Council and Hm&KS, 
relief agency of the Swiss churches. 


* * ae 


Forty French Roman Catholic priests recently spent three days studying 
jthe doctrinal aspects of ecumenism at the Roman Catholic Christian Unity 
iCentre, Lyon, France. They undertook the study at the direction of the 
|Archbishop of Rouen. | 


o ¥ % 


| The Orthodox Church in Austria, related to the Patriarch of Moscow, 
jhas been added to the jurisdiction of the Russian Orthodox lixarch of Central 
|Europe, Archbishop Johann Wendland of Podolsk, USSR. The Archbishop also 
lhas jurisidiction over Russian Orthodox parishes in Hast and West Germany. 


* ay * 


Poland has 23,100,000 Roman Catholics out of a total population of 
30,000,000, according to a survey made by the College of Social Science, 
Warsaw. There are 15,645 priests, as compared with 11,395 in 1937, and 
10,338 churches as compared with 7,251 in 1937. 


* * * 


The new Evangelical (Lutheran) Church of the Resurrection has been 

| consecrated in Vienna in the largest church ceremony held in Austria since 
the war. Visitors included clergy from Sweden, Western Germany, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Poland, France, and Italy. 


* * * 


The Protestant Episcopal Church (USA ) has established its own peace 
corps to provide overseas service opportunities for recent college graduates, 
The programme, which has been undertaken on a three-year experiemental 
| basis, will provide for eight volunteers to serve overseas for two years 
during the initial phase, BPS, Geneva 
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German Protestant churches last year contributed more than DM2,122,000 
($534,531) _ to inter-church aid projects in 32 countries. The funds were 
used for a variety of projects, including erection: of a parish centre in . 
Madrid, repair of an inter-church centre in Chile, repair of parish houses ¥ 
in South India, and for building a home for old people in Japan. Some of 
the funds were also used to help theology students from abroad to study at: 
German universities, to send books to theological seminaries in other 
countries, and for the World Council of Churches! ecumenical convalescent 
home at Casa Locarno, Switzerland. . . ree 


* * * 


The United Lutheran Church in America has published a 90-page volume 
of official pronouncements on social issues made during its 44-year history. 
The book lists the church's official social statements under 12 general 
headings, including Christian social responsibility, church and state, 
citizenship, gambling, international affairs, leisure and entertainment, 
and marriage.and family life. 


* * * 


An informal study conference on "Training the Laity for Work in the 
World" will be held July 25-28 at Boldern/Mannedorf, near Zurich, Switzerlan 
under auspices of the Directors! Association of the Laymen's Colleges in 
Europe. Subjects will include development of the Hvangelical academies in % 
Germany, the work of Boldern and other Swiss lay centres, ‘and lay centrés’ 
and the local church. 


x * * 


A-Polish priest who publicly criticized a 17-year-old girl for writing] 
to an atheists! magazine has been jailed for six months. The Warsaw youth 
newspaper Sztandar Mlodych said the Rev. Stefan Nagaj of Byrnicia, south- 
west Poland, was sentenced under a 1949 decree, eet a Beka oak a freedom of 

conscience in religious matters. 


% % % 


The Undergraduate Faculty Council of Duke University, a Methodist- 
related school in Durham, N.C. (USA), has called on the board of trustees 
to open the university to Negro undergraduate students. It asked that 
admission to the undergraduate colleges be "without regard to race, creed 
or national origin". The same admissions policy for graduate and profess- 
Pons 2 ‘students went invo effect last September. 


* * * 


A Yugoslav community near the Austrian border has been chosen’‘as the 
meeting place for the third conference of European Lutheran minority 
churches next September. The conference will take place on September 17-22 
near the town of Maribor in the Pohorje mountains, a district in which are 
located most of the sida ici of the 24,000-member Lutheran Church in 
Slovenia. 


* * * 


Some 200,000 volunteers have been working in 850 areas of England, 
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland during the past week to raise funds : 
for Christian Aid Week, May 7-12, sponsored by Inter-Church Aid and Refugee 
Service of the British Council of Churches. Slogan of the campaign, which 
was expected to raise about £500,000 ($1,400,000), was "Bread for the 
World". 
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APARTEID FOR FOUND GUILTY OF HERESY 


(Pretoria, S.Africa) - Professor Albert S. Geyser, minister of the Dutch 
Reformed Church of Africa (Nederduits Hervormde Kerk von Afrika) and profes- 
sor of theology at Pre toria University, has been found guilty of heresy by 
a synod commission (see EPS No. Moe a DOG). | 

Professor Geyser, whose trial began last October and ended in March 
after a series of interruptions, was informed of the commission's verdict 
by registered mail. The decision bars him from preaching or serving 
communion. oats 


A 15-man commission, headed by the Rev. A. J. G. Oosterhuizen, the 
church's moderator, found Dr. Geyser guilty on one charge of heresy for 
deviating from dogma. I+t found him guilty of teaching that "Jesus is a 
creature", and that "Christ was subordinate to God, the Father before he 

became a man". 


Dr. Geyser was acquitted, however, of two other charges of heresy and 
one of insubordination. These had accused him of "continued resistance to 
church decisions and church law" by his pronouncements that there is no 
scriptural basis for racial discrimination, 


However, the reaction to the decision was that the church had condemned 
him for his racial views, while avoiding actually saying so. 
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Interviewed later Professor Geyser, who is 44, said that the decision 
would not make him leave South Africa. "Whatever happens I will stay in 
south Africa and try to bring about a church which is a church according to 
God's word", he declared. | 


He is expected to aot to the South African Supreme Court to set aside 
the findings. | 


Newspaper reports said the conviction came as "a profound shock through 
out South Africa and elsewhere" because Professor Geyser is regarded as 'one 
of the church's most brilliant theologians". 


Dr. Adrianus van Selms, professor of Semitic languages at the Universit 
of Praetoria, saw in the decision an "end of academic freedom" in the theo- 
logical faculty. Other South Africans expressed the view that the same thin 
had happened in Nazi Germany when the theologian Karl Barth was tried for 
heresy in 1933. 


Long. a& prominent critic of South Africa's racial ee oan Professor 
Geyser was one of eleven Afrikaner theologians who published a controversial 
book, "Delayed Action",. which condemned apartheid and called for a new out- | 
look on racial questions... He.was bitterly attacked by members of his own 
church for his share in. the. book. The attacks increased after he urged the 
church's synod at. its.meeting in March 1961 to have the church law which bars 
non-white. membership ''tested according to the Scriptures". 


The Dutch Reformed Church of Africa was one of three South African 
churches which withdrew from membership in the World Council of Churches in 
1961 because of disagreement with the anti-apartheid findings of a WCC- 
Sponsored consultation on race relations held in Johannesburg’ in-December-~ - 
1960. The church's delegation had voted against all of the conference's 
findings. EPS, Geneva 


i ek ee ae ee 


JOINT BFFORTS ASKED TO END APARTHEID 


(Durban) - The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Durban believes that South 
Africa faces a guerrilla war along the lines of the French-Algerian struggle 
unless the Dutch Reformed Churches, to which most Afrikaners belong, join @ 
forces with other churches in South Africa to end apartheid. 


— 


In an article in the Catholic Herald Archbishop Denis Hurley writes 
that the only hope of peace is the growing influence within the Dutch 
Reformed Churches of ecumenical thought which "brings with it a vigorous 
reaction against apartheid". He writes: 


"What of the Afrikaners, whose Dutch Reformed Churches inculcate apar-— 
theid as a dogma of faith? Expecting ecumenical collaboration from them on 
a race-relations programme would be like crying for the moon. And yet « « « 


"The history of the last decade reveals the growing influence of 
ecumenical thought within the Dutch Reformed Churches, particularly in the 
largest of them, the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk, which embraces about 
75 per cent of the Afrikaner population. Experience proves that the more 
‘intense the ecumenical thought the more BL the reaction against 
apartheid." - EPS, Geneva 


ce 
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CONFERENCE STUDIES WAYS OF MEBTING PASTORAL SHORTAGE IN TANGANYIKA 


(Moshi,. Tanganyika) - A programme to attract more and better qualified 
Tanganyikan students into the ministry of the Protestant churches was out- 
lined at a study conference on theological education held here. More than 
140 students from secondary schools, training schools, and colleges in the 
Moshi and Arusha districts attended. 


Conference recommendations included the setting aside of special days 
of prayer for church recruitment needs, and the production of literature for 


distribution in the congregations "to challenge them to the need for more 
and better educated pastors". 


The conference also said that pastors should visit: boys! schools and 
colleges in the areas to talk with the students about the.ministry, and that 
ministerial candidates should be "actively encouraged by their ministers and 
church members". It also said that congregations must be taught 


to accept the responsibility for providing adequate financial support for 
their pastors. 


The conference was organized by the Rev. Loren Rude, student pastor of 
the Lutheran Church of Northern Tanganyika. Speakers included Mr. F.G. Welch, 
secretary of the Association of East African Theological Colleges, and 
officials of schools and colleges in the area, EPS, Geneva 


PLAN HAILED AS "NEW DAY' FOR MEXICAN CHURCH 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - A new plan for co-operative work, co-ordinating the 
work of missions and the National Presbyterian Church of Mexico, has been 
unanimously approved by the Presbyterian US Board of World Missions. Accord- 
ing to missionaries and national church leaders, the plan marks "a new day 
in mission-national church relationships in Mexico. | 


The -agreement was worked out by representatives of the Mexican church 
and the mission boards of the Presbyterian Church (US), the United Presby- 
terian Church (USA), the Reformed Church in America, and the Pioneer Mission 
Agency, Inc. Approved by the four co-operating mission agencies, the plan 
will be presented for formal approval to the General Assembly of the Mexican 
church in October, 1962. The co-operating agencies have agreed to put the 
plan into effect immediately, however, pending formal approval. 


Through the agreement, missionary work becomes a part of the total 
work of the National Presbyterian Church in Mexico. A church committee on 
co-operative work, representing each of the co-operating agencies, will 
"co-ordinate and approve the programmes, personnel, and budgets of co-opera- 
Btive work .. and. . take the initiative in further plans for the propaga- 

tion of the Gospel". EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARIAN EDITOR CRITICAL OF VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Budapest) - The Reformed Church in Hungary has had "too many sorrowful 
experiences of Rome's lust for power to be swayed by any illusion as to the 
kind of unity sought by the Vatican", according to Dr. Imre Kadar, editor 
of the Hungarian Protestant paper, Theologiai Szemle. 


Dr. Kadar, in an article published in the journal Reformatusok Lapja, 
writes that the Roman Catholic interpretation of "ecumenical" preclu“es the 
recognition of non-Roman Catholic churches as equal partners in discussion. 
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"This council", he said, "will be a domestic affair of the Roman | 
Catholics to which: we Protestants cannot take any other attitude than’ proper 
reserve and sober watchfulness which becomes outsiders." . 


He’ said the encyclical of Pope John, Aeterna Dei Sapientia, calls on 
Christendom to acknowledge papal infallibility. "As a concentrated and unmis 
takable statement, the encyclical dashes all expectations, which were enter- 
tained concerning the announced council, not only by Roman Catholics sincerel 
desirous of unity, but by some Anglican and Protestant leaders." EPS,.Geneva 


NIGHRIAN CHURCHES CHART EXPANDED PROGRAMME 


(Kaduna, Nigeria) - A greatly expanded programme of common witness, service 
and study "to better fulfill the Christian responsibility of an independent 
Nigeria" will be undertaken by the Christian Council of Nigeria. 


Some 100 delegates from the Council's 12 member-bodies, meeting here 
last week for its biennial assembly, drew up blueprints for an enlarged 
Christian home and family life programme, and youth work, and for a study 
centre to be modelled along the lines of ecumenical lay centres in HRurope. 


Plans were also made for a comprehensive study of the Christian contri- 
bution in-the fields of health, rural, and urban life. The study of health 
conditions will involve a major review of the work of missions and churches, 
including an investigation of the medical profession as a Christian witness, | 
the Christian approach to faith healing, and the problems of mental health. 
It will be directed by a nine-man advisory committee composed of theologians 
and medicalworkers. | 


‘The actions foliowsd recommendations made in a 126-page report on "The 
Christian Responsibility in an Independent Nigeria’, prepared by a two-man 
team of investigators, authorized by the Council and undertaken in co-opera- 
tion with the Division of Studies of the World Council of Churches. The 
study was financed through a grant from the Church of the Brethren (USA). 


The meeting also endorsed plans to raise £6,000 ($16,800) to send 40 
Nigerian youth delegates to the All- African Christian Youth HSS SPCR in 
Nairobi, Kenya, in December. 


The Rev. T. A. Adejunmobi, a Baptist, was named as general secretary, 
replacing Mr. W. J. Wood, a British Methodist missionary. Mr. Adejunmobi 
is the first Nigerian to fill the post. Elected president was the Rev. E. 
H. Smith, secretary of the Evangelical Churches of Northern Nigeria, a 
missionary of the Christian Reformed Church (USA). 


In the assembly worship service, the Rt. Rev. C. EH. I. Cockin, Anglican 
Bishop of the .Owerri Diocese, reminded delegates that to be truly the light 
of the world Christian bodies must think deeply about their responsibility 
to each other and their common action in the world. 


"The post-Christian world is an ecumenical world even if we are not", 
he declared. "Too often the churches are not giving of themselves but are. 
mainly concerned in grasping power and prestige." 


Assembly study groups discussed the Mission and Witness of the Church 
and Islam, the Christian Family, and the Christian Witness on Social Reforms — 


iy fy 
ss ‘ 
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(‘The meeting was attended by three representatives of Pentecostal churches 
in Nigeria. Pentecostal groups are numerous in Nigeria, but are not yet 
members of the Christian Council. © 


Visitors included Rev. James Lawson of Dahomey, associate general secre- 
tary of the All-Africa Church Conference, and the Rev. Paul Abrecht, secre- 
tary of the Department on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches. 

i EPS, Geneva 


“US AGENCY TO END TAIWAN FOOD SHIPMENTS 


(New York) - Church World Service, relief agency of the National Council of 
Churches (USA), has announced it will gradually discontinue mass distribu- 
tion of US government surplus food in Taiwan. 


It said the decision was taken because an agency survey conducted neat 
January showed "obstacles" and "possible abuses" in the programme. Lutheran 
World Relief, which shares in the programme, has concurred in the decision. 
The "phase out' will take 14 months. 


An agency statement pointed to inequities in the ration-card list 
furnished by the Nationalist Chinese government, and to black market opera- 


tions involving the resale of supplies by some local Protestant and Roman 


Catholic churches which have been carrying out the distribution. 


The programme last year sent nearly 50,000,000 pounds of food, valued 


at more than $3,000,000 to Taiwan. 


"The complexity of (the ration-card) system", the statement said, "has 
imposed an administrative burden on the Taiwan churches and their relief 
channels that make it difficult to ensure equitability and freedom from 
possible abuses in the general family-feeding programmes." Under the ration- 
card system food can be given only to those approved. by the 
government. 


Distribution of food to some 400 charitable institutions on the island 
will be continued however. These include orphanages, hospitals, agricultural 
schools, schools for the blind, and medical clinics. In addition, programmes 
of emergency aid in times of natural disaster will also be continued as 
required. CWS officials said there also will be a greater emphasis on self- 


help and community programmes, 


ies. 


Roman Catholic food distribution in Taiwan is expected to be continued. 
Auxiliary Bishop Edward E. Swanstrom of New York, executive director of 
Catholic Relief Services-National Catholic Welfare, is reported by the New 
York Times to have said that the situation has changed since the CWS study, 
and "a good deal of difficulties have been ironed out with the Taiwan 
government". Bishop Swanstrom made the statement just before leaving on a 
tour of Far Eastern countries including Taiwan. 


= * * 


An official of the US government's Agency for International Development 
(AID) has announced that the agency's distribution of surplus food in Taiwan 
will continue despite the CWS decision to withdraw its programme. 


Herbert J. Waters, chief of the agency's Office of Material Resources, 
said the "abuses" which led to CWS's action have been corrected and "should 
not disrupt the humanitarian assistance to hundreds of thousands of legiti- 
mate needy". He said his agency had been. "alert" to the "abuses" reported 
by CWS for some time, and that "we have acted with the government of the 
Republic of China to correct them and believe we have developed the basis 
for an improved programme’. EPS, Geneva 
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- “COMMON ENTRANCE" INTO CHURCH URGED: 24 | : ae 


(London) - The idea of a "common entrance" into the church has Pere advancill 
by the Rt. Rey. (I. R.oN., Miller, moderator of the Presbyterian Church of \ 
ingland, in an address to the church's General Assembly here. 

"Tf, by some miracle of the Holy Spirit", he said, "those who are i 
instructed in the meaning of the Christian life and the responsibility of " 
worship and witness could be received into the Christian Church and then be ¥ 
allowed to graft themselves into the particular pattern of worship which wil. 
meet their spiritual needs, and through which they can express their Mirhbers 
then so many of our divisions would bé to the énrichment of ‘the Church; *sym- 


bols of its vitality, rather than the ground for arguments leading a g 
ineffectiveness." i 


In another session the Assembly was ore that 18 Presbyterian churches ; 
in England have been closed during the last six years and only one new one ~— 
opened. ‘Total number of churches was reported as 318 with an average members 
‘ship of 213. A special effort was announced to. open new churches on the ; 
southern perimeter of London and in towns south of the Wash with a population 


of 60,000:or more. . EPS, Geneva 
WCC NAMES MALAYAN PRIEST TO HBADQUARTERS STAFF | ieee / 
(Geneva) - Canon Chiu Ban It, a Malayan Anglican priest and a barrister, has 
been named secretary for the Service of Laymen Abroad of the World Council @ 
of Churches. The appointment, effective in September, was announced here 
today. peas , , 

‘For the past hnes years Ganon Chiu has been Home A eet et of the 


Board of Missions of the Church of England in Australia and. Ea ean and 
editor of the Board!s Review. 


In his new position, which was created by the WCC's Third Lace ee 
will direct a programme concerned with the Christian witness.of laymen workin 
in industry;: commerce, professional or government service, and other cap- 
acities in countries other than their own. The secretariat also will serve | 
as a liaison between national Christian councils and similiar bodies 7 
providing information about work abroad for Christian laymen. 


Born in Penang, the Malayan Penisula, 44 years ago, Canon Chiu stuabell 
law in England. A member of the Inner Temple, he became a Barrister-at-Law 
in 1941 and for a time practised law in Penang. Following theological 
studies at Westcott House, Cambridge, he held a curacy in Bourneville, 
England, and later was assistant priest of St. Andrew's Cathedral, Singapore. 
During this period he was also Honorary Magistrate of the Singapore: Juvenile 
Court. 


Canon Chiu has been active in the ecumenical movement for many years. 
From 1941 to 1943 he was international secretary of the Student Christian 
Movement in Great Britain. He also has attended many of the major ecumeni- 
cal meetings during the last: decade. 


He is married and the father of a son, 15, and a daughter, Fee 
EPS, Geneva 
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RENEWAL OF UN REFUGEE MANDATE URGED 


(Geneva) - The continuing intensity of the world's refugee problem makes 
renewal of the mandate of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees an absolute necessity, Dr. Elfan Rees told a meeting of the 
UNHCR's Executive Committee. here this week. 


Recalling that the present mandate of the Office expires in December, 
1963, the WCC official said that the probable closure of all refugee camps 
in Europe by 1963, and "the general relaxation of concern following the end 
of World Refugee Year" has given rise to a dangerous and false optimism about 
the total refugee problem. | 


"We recognise that a new situation exists and that the old post-war 
refugee problem of Europe may well be resolved by the end of the present 
mandate", he said, "but the UN of today is not the UN which first established 
the Office. Neither is the world of today the world of that time. 


| "The European refugee problem may indeed be solved by 1963, but this 

| endemic disease of our time has not been stamped out - it is merely moving 
from West to East, from Europe to Asia and Africa. What we have done for 
ourselves in Europe, we must surely continue to do for'others." 


Dr. Rees urged that action to renew the mandate be taken at the forth- 
coming UN General Assembly. Dr. Rees is permanent representative in Europe 
and Adviser for Refugee Affairs of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
P national Affairs, an agency of the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS WARNED GOD IS NOT "PROPERTY" OF WESTERN NATIONS 


(Sydney ) - Bishop Stephen F. Bayne Jr., executive officer of the world-wide 
Anglican communion, asserted here that the Church must not confine its 
mission to supporting the western nations in their fight for survival but 
"must go beyond the frontiers precisely as God did". 


Addressing the first General Synod of the newly autonomous Anglican ~ 
Church in Australia, the American bishop stressed that "God is not the 
property of the Western Powers". 


Any church or people that has chosen Christianity is in danger of feel- 
ing that it “owns" Christ, he said. "But Christ cannot be possessed or 
patronized by anybody". Otherwise He "will slip out of our grasp and leave 
us alone with ourselves, talking to ourselves about ourselves, with increas- 
ing shallowness and hopelessness". This will continue, he said, "until the 
world outside wonders what possible good this silly club with its mysterious 
language could bring". 


If the Church is to be the "cons¢ience of: the world", Bishop Bayne said, 
"it must bring a wisdom greater than its own to talk about the real problems 
of materialistic society. If the Church talks about God as if He spent most 
of his life in church, unconcerned with what man does, it is no use to a 
society like ours." 


The Church of England in Australia became autonomous last January when 
its new constitution went into effect. Acting. Primate of the independent, 
Australian Anglican body is Archbishop Hugh R. Gough of Sydney. The church 
has some 4,000,000 members. EPS, Geneva. 
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DE» RAMSEY CITES ORTHODOX CLAIMS 


(Athens) - Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, Archbishop of Canterbury, lecturing | 
before the theological faculty of the University of Athens declared: "We a 
reject the claim that the Roman Communion is itself the whole Catholic Churgl 
in the world, for we cannot deny the Claims of the Orthodox Church, even | 
before we speak of ourselves and of others too." 


Dr. Ramsey made a 3-day visit to Athens to meet leaders of the Orthodox. 
Church in Greece, following a visit .to Istanbul where he had talks with | 
the Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras I (see EPS No. 17). It was the first 
official visit ever made by the Anglican Primate to the Church of Greece. 


The archbishop said: "We reject the adoption of new dogmas as being 
de fide and as: binding the faithful. But on a deep level we can learn from | 
the lives and the spiritual teaching of Roman Catholics." He added: 


"We thank God for the recent awakenings of charity and friendship 
fostered by His Holiness the Pope. We pray that the forthcoming Vatican 
Council may serve charity and may serve truth. ; 


; 
"We do not, of course, expect that the dogmas of the Roman Church will | 
be altered. Yet we may pray, that, in proportion and perspective, those 
dogmas may stand out which belong to us.also, and which make for peace as ! 
Christendom faces the powers of unbelief." 
2 


"The unity we shall, in God's good time, have with them will come through 
our humility together in the face of God's undeserved gitte te ne.) she 
declared. He paid tribute to the Church of South India, inaugurated in 
1947 by the union of the.Church of India, .Burma, and Ceylon (Anglican): , 
and the Methodist Church and the South India United Church, itself. a result : 
of a union between Presbyterian, Congregational and Dutch Reformed bodics. 


Continuing Dr. Ramsey spoke of the "non-Episcopal" Protestant vation 
i 
‘ 


"In South India a wonderful act of unity was wrought", he declared. © 
"Into it many diverse gifts were brought to be joined with those which the 
Anglican Church has held in trust from the undivided church. This. shows 
what under God's hand is possible." : 


Dr. Ramsey and Archbishop Chrysostomos, Primate of Athens and All 
Greece had a one-hour conference during the visit, reportedly to discuss 
the resumption of joint doctrinal discussions between the Orthodox and 
Anglican churches. Spokesmen for both sides said the meeting was "encouragin 


Asked later if the rapprochment between the Anglican and Orthodox 
churches might not arouse some resistance from the Vatican, the Archbishop 
said the Orthodox and Anglicans could together offer:a basis of primitive 
ecumenical faith. "The three churches have a certain amount in common, 
and therefore they form a triangle; but they also have marked mares: 


Immediately before his departure for London, Dr. Ramsey told reporters © 
that the Church of England will accept a Vatican invitation to send obser- 
vers to the Second Vatican Council which opens in October. He said that 
"at present there are far more friendly informal discussions going on™ 
between the Roman Catholic Church und other churches in different parts of 
the world than ever in the past, and the Anglican church is taking part in 
these discussions". EPS, Geneva 


ia 
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JAMAICAN CHURCHES CHART NEW PROGRAMME 


(Kingston, Jamaica) - "The challenge of the social and political problems of 
Jamaica at this time is so great that united Christian action is needed if 
the Church is to deal with those problems adequately. We believe that this 
could only be achieved through a national Christian Council which was fully 
representative of all the denominations participating in this Consultation." 


This statement was contained in one of the nine group reports presented 
at the final session of the Jamaica Consultation of Churches held in Kingston 
last week. During the same session, it was agreed to ask the member bodies 
of the present Christian Council and the authorities of the Anglican church, 
which withdrew from the Council in 1960, to confer together on the revision 
of the Council's constitution. It was suggested that the Council should 
adopt a "basis" similiar to the Basis of the World Council of Churches, and 
that the "statement of purpose" should be re-written so as to bring it into 
line with the historic development of the ecumenical movement as a whole. 


On the assumption that a more effective Christian Council can thus be 
brought into being, the Consultation suggested numerous lines of action 


which it might take. It advocated the setting up of a Department of Chris- 


tian Service and Citizenship, the appointment of a full-time counsellor in 
the field of sex relations and marriage guidance, the appointment of full- 
time Christian education organizers, and the establishment of a permanent 

centre for lay training, study, and research into the problems of contemp- 
orary society. 


A notable ecumenical project, under the name of "Operation Friendship", 
is already being carried out in the slums of Western Kingston, where a 


‘committee representing all the churches of the Island, including the Roman 


Catholic Church, is attempting a programme of social reconstruction. The 
Consultation suggested that similar local united action be undertaken in 
areas of need throughout the Island. 


The Consultation alsobrought the churches together for the first time 
to discuss the social and spiritual problems of migration. Among numerous 
decisions made is a proposal that churches in Britain and the West Indies 
should together provide pastors to travel as chaplains with migrants going 
to Britain; and that there should be close liaison on the problems of 
migration between the British Council of Churches and the Jamaica Council 
of Churches. Itwas suggested that the working committee in Jamaica should 
have a full-time secretary. 


Other resolutions dealt with the need for inter-church industrial 
chaplaincies (there are at present no industrial chaplains in a country 
where industry is developing quiekly); for a theology of marriage (in rela- 
tion to the problem of concubinage); for the provision of "Jamaican" hymns 
and church music; and for the immediate establishment of "Frontier Groups" 
in which leaders in industry, commerce, and politics. might discuss social, 
moral, and religious matters with Christian leaders. 


Four consultants from the staff of the World Council of Churches 
attended the Consultation. They were: Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, director 
of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism; the Rev. Patrick Rodger, 
executive secretary of the Department of Faith and.Order; Mr. Henry Makulu, 
assistant director of the WCC's Ecumenical Institute, and Mr. Baldwin 
Sjollema, secretary-field consultant for Migration. 


t 


eo 
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An observer noted that the presence of the WCC team-was "on indication 
of the Jamaican churches! new-found interest in the ecumenical, movement" 
and "marked the end of a long period of spiritual isolation in: which the 
churches because of their close dependence upon parent bodies in Great 
Britain and the United States have been out of touch with church life in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America." EPS, Geneva 


WCC LEADER SAYS CHURCH MUST FACE CHALLENGE OF SYNCRETISM 


(St. Paul, Minn.) - The general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
warned here that the Christian Church must take more seriously the challenge 
of world-wide syncretism. 


By syncretism, Dr. W. A. Visser '!t Hooft explained he meant the view 

that there is no unique revelation in history and that it is necessary to 

harmonize as much as possible all religious ideas and experiences so as to 
create one universal religion for mankind. 


If Christians fail to oppose attempts to mix the different religions 
and to seek a common religious front, they may find themselves before long 
"exceedingly rich in religion and exceedingly poor in real Christianity", 
he said. 


: 


The WCC officer discussed: syncretism in three lectures at Luther. Theo- 
logical Seminary. Dr. Visser 't Hooft said the Christian Church had failed 
to demonstrate that it can meet the demands for a total universal religion © 
that will unite humanity. . ey 


"Christianity has suffered an eclipse from its universal elements", he 
observed. "It has been distorted by individualism which has come from the 
Renaissance. . . Modern man looks to syncretistic movements for a wider 
dimension which individual piety does not offer him." 


He said it was "high time" that Christians rediscovered that Jesus 
Christ "has not come to make a contribution to the religious storehouse; 
but that in Him God has reconciled man to Himself". Christ "has come once 
for all", he emphasized. "There cannot be other incarnations." 


a. 


In a speech in Minneapolis, the WCC general secretary expressed the 
hope that the Vatican Council will make it possible for a continuing dia- | 
logue to take place in which Catholics and non-Catholics could ask each 
other "some real questions". 


The Vatican Council, he said, could show "it means real business" so | 
far as the cause of unity is concerned by beginning to work on some of the- 
“yeal obstacles" that hinder better relafions between Catholics and non- © 
Catholics in certain areas of the world. As examples, he © ‘mentioned @ 
religious liberty and mixed marriages. ; 


"We've found open ears among some (in the Vatican) but we haven't any” 
idea of whether the entire Vatican Council will go along on these questions! 
the WCC executive said. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft warned that 'thaive people!" are drawing the wrong 
conclusions:from the friendly contact now taking place between the Catholic 
Church and the other Christian bodies. | 5 


"They think the Roman Catholic Church and all other churches are ready 
to embrace each other and to arrive at unity", he said. 7 


ba 
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"T do not know of one single church in the World Council of Churches 
which is ready to enter into union with the Roman Catholic Church on the 
kind of terms involved in Roman Catholic ecclesiology and we do not see how 
they (Roman Catholics) can change that ecclesiology. It is not a discussable 
propostion. Nor is it discussable that the Roman Catholic Church would join 
the World Council of Churches," ) 


What remains, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, is an attitude of courtesy and 
changing the ecclesiastical climate. . 


"But the real word we ought to use is dialogue", he said. EPS, Geneva 


SPANISH ROMAN CATHOLIC WHEKLY ASKS TOLERANCE OF PROTESTANTS 


(Madrid) - Indication of the possibility of a more tolerant attitude toward 
Spain's Protestant minority on the part of Spanish authorities is indicated 
in an article in Ecclesia, Roman Catholic weekly published here. 


The article written by the editor, Mgr. Jesus Iribarren, alludes to the 
growing number of Protestant tourists in Spain.and suggests that Spanish 
Roman Catholics should adapt themselves to the idea and practice of toler- 
ance for religious minority groups. 


The article cites recent visits to the Vatican by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and other non-Roman leaders. These church leaders represent 
"churches which must be taken seriously", it said. "Although they are mis- 
taken, it is true their intentions are honest and Catholics can co-operate 
with them in various fields on a friendly basis." 


The article draws a sharp distinction, however, between these churches 
and: "other Protestants . . who tend to indulge in acts of violence and speak 
insultingly about Catholics . ." It is believed here the reference was to 
groups like Jehovah's Witnesses and Seventh-Day Adventists. 


Of Spain's 30,000,060 population, some 20,000 persons are of the 
Protestant faith. Roman Catholicism is the official. state religion:-and in. = 
many ways is interwoven with the laws of the land. EPS. Geneva 


BISHOP DUN RETIRES FROM CAPITAL DIOCESE 


(Washington, D.C.) - The Rt. Rev. Angus® Dun has retired as Bishop of the 
Protestant. Episcopal Diocese of Washington. 


Bishop Dun was honoured at a special service in the Washington Cathe- 
dral, and later at a dinner where speakers praised his long record of, leader- 
Ship in the ecumenical movement and his "contribution in depth" to the 
Cause of Christian unity. 


| Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, retired executive secretary of the US Confer- 
‘ence for the World Council of Churches, termed him "one of the most creative 
leaders in wrestling with the problems that keep the churches apart and in 
Moving toward a greater unity of the Church". He credited Bishop Dun with 

a major role in the rapprochment now taking place between Hastern Orthodox 
and Protestant communions. 


Later Bishop Dun,who celebrated his 7Oth birthday on May 4, and Mrs. 
Dun were guests of President Kennedy at a luncheon at the White House. 
President Kennedy also laud2d Bishop Dun's contributions. "You have combined 
the gifts of wisdom, wit, and scholarship so as to make this diocese a 
radiating influence throughout the nation and the world", he told hin. 
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Bishop Dun's experience in ecumenical work began in 1937 when he took an 
active part in the Second World Conference on Faith and Order at Edinburgh, — 
Scotland. Fifteen years later, at the Third World Conference on Faith and 
Order held in Lund, Sweden, in 1952, he was chairman of the committee which 
drafted the Message to the thurches. He was a member of the WCC's Central 
Committee from 1948 to 1961, and has served the WCC in numerous other 
capacities. _ EPS, Geneva 


NORWAY RECEIVES REPORT OF CHRISTIAN LIFE IN CHINA 


(Stavanger, Norway) - Word of Christian vitality in the Norwegian Missionary — 
society's former field in Communist- whe psithcl Sek ae was reported to pee been 
received at NMS headquarters here. See ae 


The society's weekly Norsk Misjonstidende said news has come from 
Hunan that a farmer and a tailor are carrying on evangelistic activity in 
the area between Sinhwa and Anhwa. 


"The result of their efforts", it added, "is the opening of three new 
places of worship with 60 to 70 interested hearers at each place. There are 
about 170 who have been eager to hear the Gospel during the past year and 
who desire baptism, 


"They want a pastor to come, therefore, who can baptize them and tell 
them more about the Word of God." 


It reported also that "a family - husband and wife, children and grand- 
children - had the opportunity to spend three days together for the Chinese 
New Year celebration in February. They prayed the whole time; they appar- 
ently considered nothing more important to do during those precious days." 

EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC CLERGY JAILED IN ORAN 


(Oran) - Two Roman Catholic clergy were among some 15 persons arrested by 
police in this city last week in an effort to end the terrorism of the 
Huropean Secret Army Organization. 


They were Canon Carmouze, 76, Archpriest of the Cathedral of the Sacred 
Heart, who was released the following day, and Canon Daugé, senior chaplain 
of Catholic Action in the Oran Diocese, who is believed to be still under 
arrest, 


The Paris daily, Le Monde, noted that the Oran chapter of Catholic 
Action issued a statement recently affirming the right of the Secret Army 
Organization to intervene "in order to re-establish order where the state 
seeks disorder". The statement also said that "the Church of France shares 
the responsibility for the events which are causing more and more bloodshed.™ 


Meanwhile, last week in Algiers the pastors of 32 of the 33 Roman | 
Catholic parishes in the city issued a statement declaring their accord with 
appeals of Pope John XXIII and Archbishop DuVal of Algiers for an end to the 
terrorism. "We affirm our desire to live in brotherhood with all the inhabi- 
tants of this country . .'" they said. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


“According to the Roman Catholic review, La Settimana del Clero, there 
are more Protestant than Catholic churches in Latin America today. | The 
publication also said there are more Protestant candidates for the ministry 
than for the’ Catholic priesthood. It reported that during the past .40 
years the number .of Latin American Protestants has increased from 170,000 
to 4,260,000 and the number of Protestant churches from 3,530 to 25,890. 
It estimated that a thousand Catholics a day become Protestant converts in 
‘Latin America. 

* * * 


A new study to prepare US citizens going abroad to serve as lay 
missionaries will be made by the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA). An 
announcement said the study will prepare a plan "to provide assistance for 
the lay family in the international community as communicators of faith". 
An estimated 2,000,000 Americans are living abroad. 


* * * 


Two hundred youth met last week in Sirac, Yugoslavia, for the Croatian 
Baptist Youth Conference, Conference theme was "The People of God". Nine 
youth made public professions of faith at the conference!s evangelistic 
services. 


* * * 


“Laymen will be permitted to join the clergy in taking an active part 
in formulating administrative regulations of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Boston, Mass.(USA), according to a new policy announced by Richard 
Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston. He said laymen will participate 
in the Archdiocesan Synod to be held shortly after completion of the Vatican 
Ecumenical Council and "they will have a voice in the preparation of the 
Synod and establishing regulations in the Archdiocese". 


* * * 


Thirty-five YWCA staff members and volunteers from 29 countries will 
take part in the third World YWCA Leadership Training Institute which opens 
Sunday, May 20, at Crét-Bérard, Switzerland. Purpose of the six-weeks’ 
course is "to provide international training experience for leaders, to 
examine the Y's task against the background of contemporary social, econ- 
omic, and political questions and in the light of these to study ways of 
work and seek new methods of meeting new challenges". 


* * * 


In its first year of operation Interchurch Medical Assistance (IMA) 
channelled $300,000 worth of drugs, hospital supplies and medicines to 
overseas missions and hospitals, and for use in emergency relief actions, 
in a total of 64 countries. The US body is a cocperative agency of the 
Church of the Brethren, Baptist, Congregational, Protestant Episcopal, 
Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian, Reformed, Mennonite, and Seventh Day 
Adventist churches, 


* * * 
The Protestant Episcopal Diocese of New York will set up a committee 
to study the placement of clergy cn. the basis of merit and without racial 


discrimination and "to recommend the constructive action which will lead to 
a wider acceptance of clergy by parishes and missions without regard to race". 


* * * 
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Forway's average church attendance has risen 14.2 per cent in the past 
five years, according to newly published results of a comparative survey 
-made last year. . During the same period, the national population increase¢ 
only 4.4: per cent. The rise was attributed partly to the. greater number 
of church services offered to. the people. than five years earlier. |. But-it 
was influenced also by. the efforts of this: country's.Committee for Increase 
Church Attendance and: its. supporters at the parish level. . i ey 

* * Aa TS St 


Members of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in the United 
States are being urged to cast a "vote of confidence" in the United Nations 
by giving $1.00 each to the international organization. The "Dollars for 
UN" drive is. being sponsored by the Disciples Peace Fellowship, a body of 
300 ministers and. laymen. on. dae ae 


* Ri 8 RE 


More than 80 students now living in ten West European. countries took 
part in the third Hungarian Lutheran Youth Conference in Dymchurch, Kent, 
England, in April. The gathering was arranged by the Conference of Hun- 
..garian Lutheran Church Workers. Abroad. The. two. previous, meetings of 
Chae youth were held. at Trysil, Norway. (1960,). and Salzerbad, Austria 
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* * * 


A bilingual publication dedicated to fostering closer contacts "across 
the colour line" between South Africa's English and Afrikaans-speaking 
' Protestant churches is planned in Johannesburg... Entitled Pro Verite, the 
journal will be edited by the Rev. C.F.B. Naude, acting moderator of- the 
Southern Transvaal Synod of-the Dutch Reformed Ghurch. | Members of the 
editorial board will include coloured,’ and.african clergy ofthe: Dutch © 
Reformed, Presbyterian,and Methodist. churches, A preteyt} + Panera 


_%* #* 


Roman Catholics in the United States now number a record 42,876,665, 
according to the Official Catholic Directory for 1962. The figure‘is an 


..d@nerease of 771,765 over 1961,: or about 1.8 per.cent. | Latest figure: for 


Protestants is: 63,668,835 based on 1960. statistics reported:in the Year-— 
book of American Churches, published by the-National.Council of Churches, 


* Ieee 


New legislation which will give more influence to .the laity in the 
election of bishops is being drawn up in Sweden. The Swedish Minister for 
Church Affairs plans to submit the draft of the new lay to the Church of 
Sweden (Lutheran) Synod sometime next year... .Present: legislation permits 
only clergy in.the diocese concerned to vote, ss ’ . 


{ “ 


* Sead mae 


The Orthodox Church of Poland, which became a member of the World 
Council.of Churches late last year, has now. joined the Polish Ecumenical . 
Council, an association of eight Protestant and Orthodox churches. :. 


* ~ ae 


., .'A.service of unity organized by the World Council af Churches-in Hong 
Kong. at. the Anglican Cathedral.of St. John, Hong Kong, was-also- attended by 
Roman Catholic clergy. The visit was reciprocal. -Earlier.the Anglican 
Bishop.of Hong. Kong had attended High Mass in the Roman..Catholie Cathedral — 
of the Immaculate Conception. i 
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SPECIAL REPORT ue 


INDUSTRIALISTS STUDY USE OF POWER 


(Geneva) - Thirty-five top level managers and manager-owners of industrial 
firms in Hurope, North America, and Asia met here last week for a concen- 
trated two-day study of the responsible use of industrial power. The 
meeting was held under auspices of the World Council of Churches! Eoumenical 
Institute, at nearby Bossey. 


The conference dealt with three major questions: "What are the sources 
of the power of industrialists and to whom are industrialists responsible?"; 
"What are the limits to the power of industrialists, and should this power 
be extended or curbed?"; and "How can industrialists responsibly use the 
power given to them?". 


In the first session, conference chairman, the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, 
Institute associate director, outlined the aims of the conference.as: "to 
help one another see the real facts of the industrial world from a world 
perspective; to listen to the Biblical message about the responsible use 
of powers; and to seek to answer together the question 'What does it mean 
to serve God in a position of management?!",. 


The opening speaker, Professor Pieter Kuin, of the University of Am- 
sterdam, an industrial sociologist, who is a director of Unilever, told the 
meeting that "contrary to popular belief, most power is not usurped by the 
powerful, nor is it thrust upon them by others. It is acquired slowly by 
those who prove their ability to direct essential activities in society. 


"Personal power is rarer than industrial power" and is ‘Worten a by- 
product of the growth of large institutions", he said, noting that "although 
strong leaders make their mark on the institutions they head, even they are 
bound and, in a way, limited by the institutions! Shag he cei 


The aims of power are to a large extent the same as the aims of the 
institutions, he added, but "it would be too simple to say that business 
leaders use their power only to increase profits or that trade unions only 
stand for higher wages", Rather, he said, "these essential institutional 
aims are framed in a system of personal pee social values, such as B20 
moral standards and self-respect and status". 


Speaking of power curbs, he said there is "no obvious reason why these 
should be directed only to big industry. The need applies equally to other 
group interests such as trade unions, farmers! associations and even tc 
government institutions." 


Professor Kuin suggested that "the best way to make private enterprise 
function in accordance with the public interest" is to set up "a framework 
of rules and carefully manipulated data - fiscal, social, monetary", but 
said that "nothing helps enough if there is no common ground for industry 
and the government to work on - if rules and regulations are imposed and not 
founded in some form of common consent". 


Industrialists, like others in society, he said, "behave after a pattern 
made up by the community's ideas about that role", but too often the teach~ 
ings of the Church are not involved in the formation of these ideas, "either 
because the business man is outside its reach or because he does not feel 
its teachings are relevant to his work". He urged the churches to "help 
establish positive expectations about the roles of industrial leaders in 
society". 


A second speaker, Abraham: X. Thampy, of Madras, India, a former trade 
union leader and now partner of the Oriental Rubber Trading Company, ee 
described India's "number one enemy" as: "poverty and unemployment", writs 5 
this situation, he said only “a "socialistic pattern" of § industry can meet 
the problems. © He listed three essentials for Indian economic development 
(1) Capital investment. ("This need is so great", he sai id, "that we take 
it from wherever we can get it".); (2) Foreign capital should be invested 
in big industries which praduce the tools for industrialization; and (3m 
The: West should send in "technician missionaries - because our youth do no 
only learn technical skills: from these people, buts they look at their whol 
world view and- style of life". 


He noted that India already has many "technician missionaries" from 
“Communist countries "who bring with them the eit whole outlook on life". 


Providing the framework within which discussio ons were held, and for 
many participants "the backbone of the conference! ',was a third speech by 
the Rev. Dr. André Bieler, or Geneva, on the Biblical assertions about pow 


and its responsible use. 


A large part of the conference work was done in three. study groups. 
Although no official reports were made of group discuss tons, major. points 
included these: 


Western industrialists generally felt that power is too strong ea word 
‘to describe their situation. The industrialist is not a magnate wno can — 
freely decide what he wants. | He would be better described as "a decision 


. 


maker" who must take decisions within a realm of limited Rese Lty Dibaeerg 


Profit is one cf the indispensable conditions for good management of 


power. It must be used for fostering’ the meterial Pee ok te hee and moral 
-capacities of man. 


‘Decisions are often made under conditions of extreme pressure. ,  Fre- 
quently the industrialist had to compromise in his decisions between some 
Christian principles and ethics and the requirements of the situation. 


The important issue is whether he makee a respcnsible or on irresponsible 
compromise. 


Responsible decision end command presuppose a continuous process or 
listening CLP Mie Sthie complex anc ‘changing situation in which the industr 
alist has to decide and command; (2) to the men with whom he works; andl 
(3) to God and His will, 


Participants came from the Netherlands, Belgiun, Switzerland, France, 
Britain, Germany, Italy, the USA, Canada, Japen, and India. | 
; aid HPS, Geneva 
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WCC CONSULTS ON HONG KONG REFUGEE CRISIS 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees office has 
asked the Hong Kong Christian Relief and Welfare Council for information and 
guidance about providing aid in the Hong Kong refugee emergency. Mr. Walter 
Kilpatrick, director of Service to Refugees, said that "pyending further 
Clarification of facts" the World Council is ready to take “such action:-as 
is feasible". He added that the WCC is:in daily consultation with the 


‘office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees and with other international 


voluntary agencies. 


An estimated 430,000 refugees ee the Kwantung province of South’ China 
have poured into the Crown Colony since May 1. Another 30,000 have been 
caught by soldiers and sent back to Communist China. The Hong Kong govern- 
ment is building a new wire barricade across the entire border in an effort 
to stop the influx which the over-crowded city can no longer absorb«.: Since 
1949, some 1,500,000 have come into the city. 


Barlier, Mr. Kilpatrick, in an address to the seventh session of the 
Executive Committee of the’ UN High Commissioner's Programme for Refugees 
called upon the international community promptly to seck ways of sharing the 
burden with the government of Hong Kong, which, he said, "has accomplished a 


‘task beyond praise in face.of: innumerable Ree eu Ei aaue 


He suggested that by "abolishing economic barriers and Libemalivdire 
their immigration criteria", nations could: make "an gos hes aaneey contribution 


My the eventual solution of this problem". 
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Mr. Kilpatrick, who spoke in his capacity as vice-chairman of the gov- 
erning board of the International Council of Voluntary Agencies, said the 
agencies viewed the situation with "deep anxiety". But the WCC official 
warned that voluntary agencies should not be regarded as "substitutes for 
governments" in the field of refugee aid. 


"Tt is the function of the voluntary agencies to develop, finance and 
maintain programmes of assistance to refugees, to collaborate with govern- 
ments and sometimes, we hope, pioneer, but not to carry the basic burden. 
This is primarily the task of governments." 


Mr. Kilpatrick said his remarks were prompted by "strong reservations" 
regarding part of a note on the status of contributions submitted by UN ies 
Commissioner for Refugees Felix Schnyder. 


Mr. Schnyder had reported that "while continued support of the High 
Commissioner's programmes in 1962 can be expected from governmental sources, 
in the non-governmental sector fresh efforts are needed to stimulate new 
contributions to finance the High Commissioner's programme. For even if 
governmental support should closely approximate the results in 1961,. this 
would by no means ‘be sufficient to carry out PROS planned for 1962. u 

: BPS, Geneva 


MAR THOMA CLERGYMAN URGES MERGER NEGOTIATIONS WITH SOUTH INDIA CHURCH 
(Madras) - A prominent clergyman of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar 


has suggested that "the time has come" when his church should enter Into” 
“negotiations with the Church of South India ~™ (car about organic union.” 


The Rev. M. A. Thomas, former secretary of the church's Inter-Church | 
Relations Committee, in an article which has been widely published in Malaya 
and English-language Christian journals in South India, said that Mar Thoma | 
leaders should.view- it as their "immediate task". to discuss plans with CSI 
leaders. ; : 


. He said he thought it would be ‘possible to. develop a scheme for union 
which would preserve some of the ancient traditions of the Mar Thoma Churches 
He mentioned specifically the continuity with the See of St. Thomas, its | 
liturgy, and its celibate episcopacy. 


The two churches have a measure of intercommunion now and the Mar Thoma 
Church has appointed a theological commission to study the question of 
closer relationships. . EPS, Geneval 


ANGLICANS AND PRESBYTERIANS TO HOLD CONVERSATIONS 


(Glasgow) - A four-way conversation to discuss Anglican-Presbyterian rela- 
tions is scheduled at Durham, England, July 10 -. 30. Taking part will be 
representatives of the Church of England, the Presbyterian: Churth tin. Eng lai 
the Church of Scotland, and the Episcopal Church of Scotland. 


Announcing the: meeting, Dr. J. W. C. Dougall, chairman of the Church of 
Scotland's special committee for the talks, emphasized that the word "con=— 
versations" should be underlined, and that conferees would not enter into 
negotiations or discuss modifications of church orders. Rather, he said, 
"we will meet to clarify our positions. .; .,and to explain why we hold the 
views we do. This is very essential and it is not going to be very easy, . 

EPS, Geneve 
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US SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS ENDORSE CLOSER TIES WITH REFORMED 


(Winston-Salem, N.C.) - Increased co-operation between the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern) and the Reformed Church in America has been 
unanimously approved by the Presbyterian Church's General Assembly. 


The action endorsed a resolution adopted in April by a joint committee 
of the two churches which affirmed "their common purposes, as branches of the 
holy catholic church, to seek together a fuller expression of unity in faith 
and action." 


However, the Assembly turned down a proposal that it re-explore the 
possibilities of union with the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, from 
which it has been split since. the Civil War. 


One of the reasons given during debate for not doing this was that the 
United Presbyterian Church is currently engaged in exploratory talks with 
Methodists, Episcopalians, and the United Church of Cyt on ty 3 er ep mera 
to join the United Presbyterian Church was approved by the Assembly but 
rejected by the presbyteries. 


In another action the Assembly defeated by a vote of 294 to 91 a proposal 
to withdraw from the National Council of Churches. The action, the latest 
in a long series of defeats for a conservative minority which has persist- 
ently tried to sever the church's NCC ties, supported the right of the NCC 
to take stands on social issues. 


In other sessions, the Assembly: 


Went on record as opposed to federal grants and loans to parochial 
schools for any purpose. 


Took the first step toward allowing women to become ordained ministers 
and to hold offices of elder and deacon by deciding to instruct its Permanent 
Judical Commission to draft changes in the Book of Church Order which would 
be necessary to implement this proposal. 


Approved a new brief Statement of Belief designed to put the church's 
doctrines into more modern language. 


Voted unanimously to approve recommendations of a two-year study to 
provide sex education in its Sunday schools. 


Overwhelmingly rejected an attempt by fundamentalists to block publica- 
tion of a Bible commentary, which they regard as too liberal theologically. 
By a vote of 323 to 74 the Assembly decided to continue publication of the 
25-volume study, intended primarily as a guide for laymen in Sunday school 
teaching. Thirteen volumes have already appeared. BPS, Geneva 


GEYSER WILL NOT APPEAL VERDICT 


(Pretoria, South Africa) - Professor Albert 5. Geyser, prominent South 
African theologian who was convicted of heresy by a synodal commission of 
the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa (Nederduits Hervormde Kerk van Afrika), 
one of the three Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa, has announced 
that he will not appeal the verdict. (See EPS No. 18) 
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"The reason", he told reporters,.is "that this would mean sealing. my 
lips for two years until the Synod's next meeting in 1964, because the matter 
would be sub judice until then." He said that although he could demand an 
extraorx sdinary meeting of the Synod to consider his appeal, the expense would 


be prohibitive, costing him around $30,000. } 


He said that in the future he will speak out'‘against all those things 
I believe are undermining the Christian conscience of the South African 
people". Me added that for seven years he had been under a great strain 
because he did not. feel free to denounce publicly "things I believe are 
wrong in South Africa and which should be condemned by everyone calling hin- 
self a Christian. 


'T shall remain silent no longer,": he declared. 


Professor Geyser was convicted of heresy on the charge that he taught 
doctrines that amounted to a denial of the divinity of Christ. However, it 
is widely believed that he was condemned for his outspoken opposition to 
the church's support of apartheid. 


Meanwhile, one of his staunchest supporters, Professor Adrianus van 
selms, from the Netherlands, has announced his resignation from the Theological 
Faculty of Pretoria University where he had lectured in Old Testament arch- 
aeology for 25 years... Professor van Selms said he. resigned because "my con- 
science forbids me to allow any human being to dictate to me what the. divine § 
word says". He will retain his post as Lehi dkdia of Seber Languages at 
Pretoria University. 


It was learned lastweek that Professor Geyser has been offered a positior 
at the University of Utrecht, the Netherlands, and at "several" US university 
and that a large firm in Johannesburg had offered him the job of personnel | 
director. | EPS , Geneva - 


LUTHRRANS ISSUE GUIDE ON SERVICES TO AGING 


(New York) - A 28-page report, designed to help congregations and synods of 
the United Lutheran Church in America meet problems confronting the nation's 
"senior citizens", has been issued by the denomination!s Board of Social 
PSOne: 


The study was made because of what a board spokesman. called "an imbalance 
developing among the services for the aging promoted by the church". 


He said "there are serious questions about the implications and appro- 
priateness of some of the excessively large investments and long-term obliga-— 
tions involved" made by the church in this area. He questioned the useful- 
ness and effectiveness of some projects now underway for the aging. 


In an effort to clarify the church's position, and to aid the. church 
at large, a consultation of eight experts in the field met at denominational 
headquarters here earlier this i OBE The present study is a result of this 
meeting. a ey 


One point made by the guide is that "institutional care for the aging 
is no longer the primary method for meeting the needs of the aging populations 
There are simply too many aged persons to rely on this method alone. . 
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; "Furthermore," the report said, "isolation behind institutional walls 
1s no longer acceptable, either to the aged or to society as a whole now 
that the number of aged has risen to the many millions." 


In view of this, the guide takes the position that it is unwise to 
invest great sums of the church's capital in institutions, when the trend is 
in the direction of providing more services of a non-institutional nature. 


"Despite the apparent ease with which church groups seem to finance 
institutional facilities, it does not mean that this should be its major 
concern," the report declared. "Research and experience have proved that 
the aging require a much broader range of services than those provided by 
buildings." EPS, Geneva 


CONVOCATIONS APPROVE SERVICE EXPERIMENTS 


(London) - Measures to allow the Church of England to use new forms of ser- 
vices for experimental periods and to give to priests considerable freedom 
with regard to ecclesiastical apparel have been approved by a joint meeting 
of the Convocations of York and Canterbury. 


The measures will now go to the Church Assembly and, if approved, willthen 
come before Parliament. 


Under the measures, it would be legal "beyond all doubt" to wear the 
eucharistic vestments, which include the amice, alb, chasuble, and stole. 
Previously, according to the "Interpretation of Ornaments Rubric", the 
vestments which could be worn were those worn in the second year of the reign 
of Edward VI (1548). But there has been considerable controversy over 
exactly what vestments were worn that year. | 


| Meanwhile, the Archbishop of Canterbury announced to the Convocation of 
Canterbury last week that he and the Archbishop of York had decided to 
include both laity and bishops on the new Liturgica] Commission to be 
appointed soon. 


This is regarded as an important step forward, for it means that for 
the first time lay persons will be directly associated with the revision of 
the church's services. (See EPS No. 17). EPS, Geneva 


PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE MEETS 


(Karlovy, Vary; Czechoslovakia) - Some 150 delegates, guests and observers 
from 22 countries in Europe, Africa, and Asia gathered here for the first 
meeting of the Advisory Committee of the Christian Peace Conference (Prague). 
Theme of the meeting was "Christian Responsibility in the Midst of Inter- 
national Tensions". 


In final sessions, delegates agreed to the general content of resolu- 
tions dealing with "disarmament" and "problems of dependent nations and 
development areas", and to the general lines of a communique. Responsi- 
bility for the final working out of the resolutions and communique was turned 
over to the working committee (executive) which met the day following the 
meeting's conclusion. Texts of these are expected to be issued soon. (See 
BPS No. 17). : EPS, Geneva 
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YOUTH'S LACK OF SVANGELICAL CONCERN WORRIES ASIAN LEADERS 


(Geneva) ~ Asian youth workers and ecumenical work camp leaders have expressed 
deep concern for what they termed "the lack of ene ear for evangelism" 
among Asian Chris tian youth. * 


“A report received here from youth leader training courses in Singapore: 
and Seoul, Korea, indicate they are apprehensive that the situation may have 
serious repercussions for Asian churches. The report summed up their concern 
in these words: 


"Unless the present gener ation of Christian youth realizes the divine 
imperative in proclaiming the Gospel, relevantly, meaningfully, and power- 
fully, to their contemporaries, the Church in Asia will lose the very reason 
for its existence," 


However, the youth leaders were said to see hope in-.the fact that in 
almost all countries of Asia ecumenical work camps are a regular part of the 
programme of ecumenical youth councils. and that these are "an effective and 
dynamic means of Christian youth service". It was also noted that these 
programmes are nearly self-sustaining and very little assistance is required 
from outside. 


The two courses, each ten days long, were sponsored by the Youth Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches and the Bast Asia Christian Conference.) 
Programmes for both were almost identical, including five days of géneral 
discussion:on youth in relation to the church and socicty, and five se 
devoted to work camp organization, 


Delegates to the Seoul conference also soent qonies Caine timo discuss+ 
ing the responsibility of Christians in nation building because, the report 
said, they were "painfully aware of the failure in the pass of the churches 
in the Far Hast in expressing their prophetic witness in national and inter- | 
national affairs". They also had‘lengthy discussions about the role of the 
churches in Japan and Korea in fostering better relationships between the 
two countries. The seven-man delegation from Japan to the conference was 
the largest single Christian group to visit Korea since the liberation of 
Korea from Japanese. occupation. Chie EPS, Geneva | 


MALAGASY PROTESTANTS HOLD JOINT SERVICE 


se ana abe - A congregation of 5,000. persons from the 67 Protestant .churche 
of Tananarive attended a recent annual united service in the open-air .. 
theatre in the grounds of the headquarters of the YMCA. 


The sermon, which was preached by Pastor Daniel Ralibera of the Evan-— 
gelical Church of Madagascar, was a virile call’to evangelism of the capitalg 
"The Gospel, which is the power of God unto salvation," the preacher said,” 
"is a 'dynamism'. Through the Holy Spirit this power of God impels the 
Christian to go out and speak the Word in season, not merely concerning the 
jife of the spirit, but also concérning all aspects of the life of modern | 
man, in decane in social life, and in the family. . In the words of Paul, 
“we are not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ." . 


Pastor Ralibera, who is the Protestant chaplain to-the University of 
Tananarive, is also joint chairman of the Ecumenical Youth Congress scheduled 
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here in August. EPS, Geneva 
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COTA ASKS UN TO BE PUT ON "STAND-BY" BASIS IN LAOS SITUATION 


(London) - World Council of Churches officials said here that UN machinery 
should be put "on a stand-by basis" in Laos so that if conditions deteriorate 
the Security Council can be immediately convened, 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, New 
York, director, of the Council's Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, also vrged full use of the International Control Commission for the 
area, which has been approved by the Geneva Conference. 


. Their statement issued here noted that both the USSR and the USA have 
agreed to work for a neutral Laotian government, and called upon ‘all parties 
to refrain from fighting or giving military support so that their purposes 
can be speedily and soundly attained". EPS, Geneva 


US CHURCH URGES RIGHTS OF ANGOLA 


(New York) - A strongly worded statement denouncing the "bitter warfare” in 

Angola and calling upon the Portuguese government to take immediate steps 

to guarantee "the legitimate rights and political aspirations of the indigen- 
ous African people of Angola" has been issued by the Board of World Minist- 

eries of the United Church of Christ (USA). 


Noting with "sorrow" that the year-long conflict has resulted in the 
imprisonment and death of many African pastors and Christian teachers, the 
Board urged the government of Portugal, "in the name of humanity and of all 
that the Christian conscience cherishes, to bring an end promptly and with- 
out delay to the continuing tragedy in Angola". 


Quoting a statement issued by the World Council of Churches! Executive 
Committee in June, 1961, the Board called upon its member churches to "press 
upon their government the urgency of the situation, and to remember con- 
stantly in prayer their fellow Christians in both Portugal and in Angola 
. and all those involved in the present emergency". EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH INDIA CHURCH TO MAK® SURVEY 


(Trivandrum) - A wide-spread survey of the life and institutional structure 
of the Church of South India to evaluate them "in the context of the task of 
the church today" has been announced by Mr. Rajah D. Paul, chairman of the 
church's Commission for Survey, Integration, and Joint Action. 


Survey topics will include a study of the degree of integration so far 
achieved at the local level between the different denominational traditions, 
the role of institutions in helping the church in its evangelistic task, 
and the relationship of missionary societies to the church. 


Mr. Paul said the study of the role of missionary societies will involve 
a review of the relationships between missionary societies and boards in 
Europe and the United States "to determine how they can co-operate more 
fully with one another and take joint action in relation to the Church of 
South India". 


The Church of South India was inaugurated in 1947 as a union of dioceses 
of the Anglican Church of India, Burma, and Ceylon, the South Indian Province 
of the Methodist Church, and the South India United Church, which was itself 
the result of a movement combining Presbyterian, Congregational, and 
Reformed bodies. EPS, Geneva 
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CANTERBURY SAYS TOTAL DISARMAMENT ONLY PEACE ROAD 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey, has 
declared that the only safeguard for peace is "the abolition or drastic 
reduction of all weapons of all kinds, and not only nuclear ones". 


In the fullest statement he has yet made on disarmament, the heirs 
_ told the Canterbury Diocesan Conference he thought the HEHE deterrent 

had been a fact in keeping the world from plunging into war, and that "with 
out it we might at some point in these past 15 years have had a war of 
ageresion started with conventional weapons, a war which, having started, 
could have become a nuclear one. 


"Yet," he continued, "it becomes more and more dangerous to go on 
relying on this deterrent, and we whohave relied on it must press on in 
praying and working for total disarmament." He added that "it is a fallacy 
that if you abolish nuclear weapons the risk of war will be removed. The 
risk of war could come from a state which possessed conventional weapons 
and thought that, having superiority in conventional weapons; it-could attac 
others successfully. And when once a-war had started with conventional 
weapons, it could in time be turned into a nuclear war." EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS ENDORSE IMMIGRATION LAW REFORM 


(Kondinin) - A resolution commending moves for immigration reform which 
would end the government's "White Australia" policy has been adopted by the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia in the State of 
Western Australia. 


The Assembly voted to commend the work of the West Australian Associa- ~ 
tion for Immigration Reform and to endorse the Association!s policies, 
noting that "the Christian Gospel allows no discrimination of colour... It 
also voted to apply for membership in the Association. a 


The Association seeks to re-cxamine the "White Australia" policy and to 
encourage the government to allow limited numbers of Asians into the countr 


The move was sharply criticized by Western Australia's leading daily 
newspaper which said that the Assembly should stop dabbling in politics and 
confine itself to spiritual affairs. 


Earlier the Assembly inducted here the Rev. Keith Dowding as moderators 
Mr. Dowding, who had been a prominent member of the Australian Labour Party 
which supports the present immigration laws, was recently expelled from the 
party for his opposition to its position. : EPS, Geneva 


I,300 ENROLLED IN WCC'S ECUMENICAL WORK CAMPS 


(Geneva) - Nearly 1,300 youth with strong backs and a zeal for Christian 
service will take part in the 1962 World Council of Churches! ecumenical 
youth service programme. 


They will work in 42 countries of Asia, Africa, the Middle East, South 
America, and the United States, building roads, painting houses, caring for 
refugee children and doing dozens of other jobs to help others less 
fortunate. 
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The great majority, some 1,200, will work from four to six weeks in one 
of 51 short-term camps. Another sixty will give from two months to a year 
in individual service to the WCC's Refugee. Service programme in Austria or 
as volunteers in France for CIMADE, relief agency of the French Protestant 
churches. Thirty will be enrolled in two long-term camps - one each in 
Thailend and Kenya - for a full year. 


The three-part programme is the most comprehensive ever planned by the 
World Council, and involves the largest number of youth in the programme's 
15-year history. 


All the camps will be inter-racial and inter-confessional. The campers, 
whose ages range from 19 to 30 years, volunteer their labour and pay for the 
cost of their travel. In some cases they also contribute to their living 
expenses. 


Of the 51 short-term camps, 28 will be in Europe, two in the Middle 
Bast, nine in Asia, six in Africa, two in South America, and four in the 
United States. 


Youth in these camps will work on a wide variety of projects. Ina 
Village near Seoul, Korea, they will construct a building to be used as a 
combined community centre, classroom for a secondary school, and meeting 
place for the local 4-H club. At Agbosome, Ghana, they will rebuild an 
Anglican chapel damaged by storm for a parish now meeting in a bamboo hut. 
In Newton Mearns, Scotland, they will convert a stable into a training and 
conference centre. 


In Maguayo, ‘Puerto Rico, they will work on a new community centre and 
do community service work among the city's poor. In San Francisco, Calif., 
they will combine manual labour and community service work in an inter- 
racial area in.the heart of the city. : 


The Rev. Ralph Weltge, WCC work camp secretary, describes the aim of 
the camps as "to bring together a group of young Christians of many different 
backgrounds to live together as a Christian community and to work on a project 
where their help is needed. In go doing, the youth learn to know the belief 
and practices of young people from other churches, and experience in a con- 
erete way the wholeness of the Church in the ‘'oikoumene'," he said. 


Ecumenical work camps were begun in 1947 by the Congregational Chris- 
tian Service Committee (USA) as a means of giving Christian youth a chance 
to help in post-war reconstruction in Europe. The programme came under wee 
auspices in 1950. EPS, Geneva 


RECORD DISTRIBUTION OF SCRIPTURES REPORTED 


(New York) - American Bible Society circulation of Scriptures reached the 
highest point in the organization's 146-year history in 1961 with the dis- 
tribution of 24,183,024 Bibles, Testaments, portions,and selections in over 
100 countries in six continents, according to a report presented here to 
ASB's annual mecting. 


The 1961 distribution total represented an increase of 973,539 copies 
of Scriptures over the 1960 total. 


‘The report stressed "the astonishing continuing increase in circulation 
of Scriptures in areas of tension and revolution. Cuba and the Congo are 
cases in point," it was noted. "In the former, distribution increased from 
611,993 to 906,660 Scriptures, and in the Congo there was an increase of 
over 75,000." EPS, Geneva 
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‘NO CHANGES IN VATICAN POLICY FORESEEN BY ITALIAN METHODIST LEADER 


(Rome) - The president of the Federal Council of Italian. Churches said here 
that these churches view the coming Second Vatican Council with Nexpectation! 
but without "great hopes for substantial changes" in Vatican policy: 


The Rev. Mario Sbaffi, who is also: president of the Italian Methodist | 
Church, said the evangelicals are not "impressed" by the Vatican's emphasis 
on the "return of the separated brethren". 


He declared that it is wrong to minimize the differences. which separate 
Catholics from Protestants. These doctrinal differences have increased 
rather than decreased since the Reformation, Mr. Sbaffi said. HPS, Geneva 


US_ GROUP HELPING FOREIGN STUDENTS 


(New York) - An emergency assistance programme for African and other foreign 
students studying in the United States who are in financial difficulties 

because of inadequate scholarships has been Ur cantare by the National Studen 
Christian Federation. : 


The Federation-has called on church groups and aa ieee to help them 
out by offering summer-time employment, free rooms and board during summer 
holidays, and general funds. A special Federation office has been set up to 
keep in touch with foreign student advisers and college chaplains to ascer- 
tain the needs of students and to co-ordinate the information and offers ‘of @ 
assistance, 


. Co-operating with the Federation are United Church Women, Institute of 
International Education, Committee on Friendly Relations Among Foreign 
Students, the Africa Committee of the National Council of Churches, the 
Africa-America Institute, The Phelps etockes Fund, and! World :Univérsity 
service. ; EPS, Geneva 


SEMINARIANS WORKING IN BUENOS AIRES SLUMS 


(Buenos. Aires) - Students of the Buenos Aires Evangelical Theological 
Faculty and the Lutheran Seminary are co-operating ina Se eee to help 
the people of this city's slums. 


They ‘have set up headquarters in a rough wooden building in Villa 
Diamente (Diamond Town), one of the slum"pockets" scattered throughout the 
capital, to provide social welfare, health and recreational services for the 
some 2,000 persons in the area. Vocational training classes are also pro- 
vided ven the men and older boys, and classes in child care and home econo- 
mics are available for the women. me Oi Nene R 


An estimated 500,000 persons live in ends Aires! slums, generally 
acknowledged to be among the worst anywhere in the world. Most of the 
people are illiterate and badly undernourished, and both the birth rate and 
infant mortality rate are unusually high. 


‘The programme, which was started about a year ago, on the initiative 
of the Faculty president Dr. José Miguez, is an integral part of the curric 
ulum of both schools. According to one observer, it is indicative of the 
influence of the new social concern among Argentina's young pastors and of 
new young missionaries coming into the country from North America and 
Hurope. 
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The Theological Faculty is run co-operatively by the Methodist, Disciples, 
Waldensian, and Presbyterian churches. The slum-ai€@ programme is also spon- 
sored by the Argentinian Methodist Council for Social Action, and the Baptist 
Seminary here has expressed interest in co-operating. BPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIANS ADMONISHED TO STAY IN ALGERIA 


(Algiers) - Christians in Algeria do not have the same alternative as non- 
Christians do of staying or leaving the strife-torn country, according to 
Pastor M. A. Chevallier, president of the regional council of the French 
Reformed Church. 


In an open letter directed specifically to Protestants, he said they 
have no alternative but tc remain, "not through egotism or resignation, 
eM - (but ) to’ pray; to love’ and: to serve Christ in ‘this country, each in 
his own way and in his own place". EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH YOUTH FORM "ECUMENICAL TRAM" 


(Bindhoven) - Sixty young Protestants and Roman Catholics in this Dutch city 
have formed an ecumenical team "to give visible and lasting form" to their 
new friendships started at a meeting here in March. 


That meeting, the annual conference of the Ecumenical Youth Council, 
was the first held under Protestant auspices attended by Roman Catholic 
youth. Some 200, with the approval of the hierarchy, joined the 800 Protes- 
tant young people attending. 


The new team will do general social service work and will meet 
to study the ecumenical movement and discuss the doctrines and practices of 
their respective churches. Already underway is a joint campaign to sell 
Bibles. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCHES BUILDING HOSPITAL IN ASIA 


(Island of Nias) - A 135-bed hospital for treatment of endemic tropical 
diseases is under construction on this tiny island, west of Sumatra, with 
funds donated by the "Bread for the World" campaign of the German churches. 
It is the largest single project supported by the campaign. 


Building materials are en route by sea to the island from Trieste. 
They will be unloaded at Teluk Dalam, the island's only harbour, and trans- 
ported inland 14 kilometers (10 miles) to the hospital site. Construction 
is. expected to take four to five months. EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH "C.O." MUST STAND RE-TRIAL 


(Paris) - A young French student who recently received a suspended six- 
months sentence as a conscientious objector has been called up again by the 
Army and must again stand trial on the same charge. (See EPS No. 17). 

The .-action has-been widely criticized in Protestant circles, 


| 
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Last week, when the youth, Michel Bourgeois, a theology student at the 
University of Paris, was again inducted into the Army he was accompanied by 
& nine-member delegation, including four pastors and a professor of theology 
who told reporters they wished "to remind people that their churches are - 
materially, legally, and morally in support of those who, in the name of the 
Gospel, refuse to bear arms", 


The suspended sentence, one of the mildest ever. given, had been viewed - 
by many church leaders as giving hope that the government would consider 
establishing an alternative service programme for conscientious objectors. 

. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRISP | 
The Evangelical Church.of West Papua has sent an open letterto the 
Dutch and Indonesian governments, urging resumption of their.talks to reach 
a peaceful solution in Western New Guinea. Tho letter said the problem can 
be solved without war if both parties are prepared to respect the rights of 
the population concerned. 


% x Se 


‘Congregations of the Evangelical Church and Roman Catholic Church are 
meeting under the same roof -~ although in’ separate rooms - in a new church 
at Neudorf, near Gelnhausen, Germany. .Peals from the. same bells in a large 
tower call both congregations to worship. 


* % * 


The national council of the Reformed Church of France has appealed to 
its pastors and laity to welcome Arab and Christian refugees from Algeria 
who are resettling in France. 


2 *% x 


1961 statistics just released by the United Church of Canada indicate 
that Canada's largest Protestant denomination is still growing in numbers 
and givings. According to Dr. Ernest B. Long, secretary of.:the General ... 
Council, ‘total adult communicant members reach i,037,747 on December 31, an 
increase of 20,868 over 1960. The total of persons under pastoral care is no 
2,609,582. : . 


i * * 


Sweden may soon follow the lead of Denmark in having once again a 
Roman Catholic monastery. An appeal for capital funds to establish a 
Benedictine monastery near Stockholm has been issued by 45 prominent Swedish 
Catholics through their church paper Katolsk Kyrkotidning. Denmark's first 
Catholic monastery since the Reformation was dedicated in February by Roman 
Bishop Th. Suhr at Charlottenlund, a Copenhagen suburb. It was established 
by Dominicans in connection with their St. Andrew's church there. ban 


x “ % 


“The government of Brazil has printed and distributed some 6,000,000. 
copies of a litcrary primer »vroduced by the Committee on World Literacy and 
Christian Literature, a4 of the National Council of Churches (USA). 


¥ * * 
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The churches in Norway have collected over £100,000 to present Eastern 
Nigeria with a model farm at Abakaliki as a token of goodwill towards the 
newly independent African country. Organized through the Inter-Church Aid 
agency of Norway, the gift will provide for the support of four Norwegian 
farmers and their families who have arrived in the farmlands to start the 
early planting for 1962. 


* % * 


Funeral services were held in Geneva on Tuesday for M. Gustave Hentsch, 
a Geneva banker and churchman, who died suddenly on Friday, May 18. He was 
82. M. Hentsch, an active member of the Reformed Church of Geneva, had been 
presidentsince its creation of the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical 
Church Loan Fund (BCLOF) and was the treasurer of the Council's fund-raising 
campaign for its new headquarters. 


* * * 


Patriarch Alexei, supreme spiritual leader of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, arrived in Belgrade on May 21 on a visit to Yugoslavia at the invi- 
tation of Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church. Patriarch 
Alexei's visit reciprocates. one paid by Patriarch German to the Soviet 
Union last October. 


* iy * 


A special ecumenical committee has been set up by the first General 
Synod of the newly autonomous Church of England in Australia (Anglican) to 
promote discussions with other churches on closer unity and eventual union. 
The committee also was instructed to foster wider study of the problems 
involved in Christian unity. 


* * * 


A liturgical jazz service in the Church of the Epiphany (Protestant 
Episcopal) will be part of the First International Jazz Festival in Washing- 
ton, D.C. May 31l-June 3, sponsored by the President's Music Committee of the 
People-to-People Programme. An original jazz score will be used and three 
hymns and a motet have been specially written for the service. 


* *% * 


The Free Churches of Oslo, Norway, have announced plans for a joint Free 
Church Kirchentag at Bygdpy , on Sunday, September 16. 


* * * 


Laymen are now permitted by Royal decree to assist the pastor at 
Eucharistic services of the Norwegian National (Lutheran) Church. The order 
says that "suitable persons" may be selected on recommendation of the 
rector and with consent of the bishop to help at services where there are 
so many communicants that the minister requires assistance. 


* * * 


Church services will soon be transmitted directly by telephone to 
hospitals and homes for the aged in Sweden. The government has given the 
Board of Telecommunication permission to provide lines which will be linked 
up to microphones in the churches. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC GROUP LEAVES FOR USSR VISIT 


(Geneva) - A six man delegation from the staff of the World Council of 


Churches will leave here today (Friday, June 1) for a 12-day visit to the 


USSR as guests of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church, 


| Purpose of the visit is to discuss co-operation of the Russian Church in the 


different units of the World Council. The church became a member of the WCC 
at its Third Assembly held late last year in New Delhi, India. 


The group will fly directly to Moscow from Geneva, via Zurich and Prague. 
During the trip various members of the group will also visit other cities 
in the USSR. The schedule is being prepared by the Moscow Patriarchate. 


The delegation will include Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, associate general 
secretary and director of the Division of Studies; Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, 
associate general secretary and director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service; Dr. Hans H. Wolf, director of the WCC's Ecu- 
menical Institute; the Rev. Roderick French, executive secretary of the 
Youth Department; Mr. Philippe Maury, director of the Department of 
Information; and Mr. Rudolph Kunett, consultant to the director of the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid. EPS, Geneva 
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UNITY URGED AS CONGREGATIONALISTS MARK ANNIVERSARY 


(London) - The chairman of the annual meeting of the Congregational Union of 
England and Wales has told Union members that they must strive for Christian | 
unity even though they are observing the 300th anniversary of the split of 
their church from the Church of England. 


The Rev. John Huxtable declared that "we are bound to ask whether 
these separations must needs continue" and that "whatever justification there 
was for division in the past - and there was much - (it) does not permit us 
to evade the challenge of God's will to unity. sas 


"Indeed, denominational pride may become a grievous stumbling block to 
the fulfillment of Christ's purpose for His people", he declared. 


The meeting commemorated the "great ejectment" of 1662 when thousands 
of Anglican clergymen rejected the Act of Uniformity which would have require 
them to accept a revised Book of Common Prayer to which they. objected.« -.This 
led to the formation of the "Free Churches". 


These forehearers, Mr. Huxtable said, "were bearing witness..to certain 
truths about the Gospel and to certain qualities of churchmanship which are 
of eternal value. They are not sectarian. They do not concern gett or 
Free Churchmen alone. They are not ultimately divisive... ," 


The meeting issuéd an "Affirmation" in which members said they a tahs fe 
regrettéd the long period of bitter controversy" following the Ejectment, 
and "our hope is that this commemoration will not lead to-any such contro- 
versy but rather to better mutual understanding between all the churches in 
this country". 


The Affirmation listed four points which members said "we believe we 
have beentaught of God during our separation: aE vista der slew! cA se grates Coseek One 


"1. that the authority of the visible church in matters concerning its 
Faith and Order is distinct from, and not subordinate to, the. civil authorit 


"2, that the revelation of God recorded in the Scriptures is the: cuore 
standard within the church in matters of Faith and Order; — 


"3. that the historic episcopate.is not a! divinely required denSti trea 
of the visible church and that. the validity of the spiritual oversight and 
ministry of the Word.and Sacraments exercised by ministers. duly ordained, in 
harmony with the word of God as recorded in the Boriptures, should be 
recognized. 


WAG that: tie Beet ie public worship of Goa. should not be required -- 
exclusively to follow the patterns laid down by a. particular book." 


In a message to.the Anglican Archbishops of Canterbury: aha York, the 
meeting expressed thankfulness for "the measure of Christian fellowship, 
respect, understanding, tolerance, and. good will that.exists between our two 
communions today". It said it. hoped: that "there will.be an inerease of, 
mutual understanding and help.:.+.and.-that God Himself will. lead you and us 
and all other Christian churches in this: land into a. fee eit eri rice Of 
Witness and service", 


Principal John Marsh of Mansfield College, Oxford, was elected chair- 
man of the Union for 1963. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN PROTEST SOUTH AFRICAN BILL 


(Durban) - Leading churchmen here are taking a prominent part in the mount- 
ing volume of protest against the General Law Amendment Bill - a government 
measure designed especially to strengthen the government's apartheid policies. 


In a joint statement calling for a day of prayer against the bill, 
leaders of six denominations expressed deep distress "over the implied 
_ principle in the bill. that evil should be overcome by evil, in that liberty 
is gravely threatened by the renewed assumption that the accused person is 
guilty unless he proves himself innocent", 


Signers included Dr. Vernon Inman, Anglican Bishop of Natal, and Mgr. 
Denis Hurley, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Durban. 


Preaching in Johannesburg, at St. Mary's Cathedral, the Very Rev. 
P.H.F. Barron, Dean, declared that "if Caesar makes inroads into things which 
are God's, the Christian has the unpleasant task of obeying God rather than 
Caesar. No Christian can support acts of sabotage, but the definition of’ the 
word sabotage in the proposed bill is so wide that arta ere would be given 
which could stifle all free speech and writing".. 


Latera 24-hour "watch of prayer" against the bill was Pte at St. Mary's. 
Harlier authorities in Durban banned a protest march by Durban. University 
students. A similar march has also been banned in Cape Town. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC YOUTH CO-OPERATE IN CARING FOR GRAVES 


(Kassel) - More than 6,000 Protestant and Roman Catholic young people will. 
take part this summer in remodelling and tending the graves and garden sites 
of World War II cemeteries in several European countries, including France, 
England, and Italy. Most of the youths are German but there also will be 
young people from many West European and several overseas countries. 


The project is under the joint sponsorship of the German Catholic 
Kolping organization, and the Young Men's Christian Association, in conjunc- 
tion with the German Association for the Care of War Graves. Conducted 
under the slogan "Reconciliation over the Graves", the scheme also receives 
financial support from the West German government. EPS, Geneva 


WCC SEEKS $640,000 FOR RUANDA REFUGEES 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches is asking its member churches for 
640,000 to provide immediate aid and long-term’ rehabilitation schemes for 
refugees from Ruanda now in the famine areas of Urundi and in Ug ganda and 
Tanganyika. ; 


The appeal is the .utcome of 4 month-long enquiry among the refugees 
made by Christopher King, of the WCC's Service to Refugees, and Grover» 
Alison, of Church World Service (USA). 


Their report calls for the purchase of emergency stores of food to 
assist in the feeding of 15,000 refugees now being cared for by Protestant 
missions in Urundi, especially during the famine season which is expected 
to last.until.the July harvest. 


Gifts of sugar, milk, beans, rice, and flour, cither wheat or maize, 
are specifically requested. 


ae 
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Medicines costing $8,400 will also be bought if the appeal is successful 


Also asked for are 5,000 blankets, one ton of men's clothes, one ton | 
of women's clothes, and two tons of children's clothes to be sent out as soon 
as possible. 


Apart from meeting urgent immediate needs, the WCC appeal seeks funds to 
finance long-term rehabilitation schemes for these refugees in Ruanda-Urundi, 
Uganda, and Tanganyika. 


In Tanganyika some refugees have been: welcomed by Mr. Julius Nyerere 
and plans are being made for their settlement. They will need hoes, machetesy 
and cooking-pots. 


Other schemes recommended by the King-Alison report include schools and J 
equipment, community development in the villages, a farm school, and courses 
for men and women in literacy, child care, cooking, home nursing, sewing,: 
hygiene, and citizenship. | 


It is also suggested that emergency churches should be. built where the 
people may worship and pastors care for their spiritual needs. 


The WCC has been keeping the UNHCR informed about the state of these 
refugees from reports sent in by field workers. The High Commissioner is to} 
send out his own representative: within the next few days to make his own 
survey. BPS, Geneva 7 


FRANCO ACCUSES CATHOLIC GROUPS 


(Madrid ) - Generalissimo Francisco Franco has blamed Roman Catholic lay 
organizations, along with Communists and Liberals, for the six-week wave of 
strikes’ in Spain. 


The Spanish leader told a rally of 15,000 Civil War veterans here that 
Communists and Liberals had inspired the strikes, and that "lay organizations 
of. the church" had encouraged them. 


"But the harmony between church and state has not been disturbed", he 
(Sets ie "Both church and state know well’ who are their enemies." 


Foreign propaganda, General Franco said, has "set against our regime thé 
excess of some Basque separatist priest or the clerical errors of some other 
exalted priest, none of which means anything in the framework of the great 
spiritual renaissance of our nation". 


Last week the Rev. Ramon Torella, adviser on church affairs to the 
Young Christian Workers Organization, was deprived of his state licences to 
say mass, distribute communion, and hear confessions because the youth group 
had distributed leaflets supporting the strikers. 


Another Catholic organization that distributed leaflets backing the 
strikers was the Brotherhood of Catholic Action. Three leaders of the two 
organizations were fined 50,000 pesetas (about $850) each after the police 
seized their leaflets. is a 


The government alleged that the CF Rena pe had violated Spanish Law, | 
under which strikes are illegal, as well as Spain's agreement with the Holy b 
See that Catholic organizations should limit themselves to apostolic missions 


General Franco said the strikes were magnified abroad, as has "always 


been the case in Spanish history". "e 
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The wave of strikes began six weeks ago in the Asturian coal fields of 
Northern Spain and soon spread to industrial cities. More than 100,000 
workers were said to be out at one time, but the figure-now. is placed at 
50,000. | BPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT CO-OPERATION IN LATIN AMERICA URGED 


(Antiqua, Guatemala) - A plea for Protestant co-operation with the Roman 
Catholic Church in Latin America, "especially in alleviation of mutual need", 
was. sounded here by Dr. Stewart W. Herman, director of the Lutheran World 
Federation's Committee on Latin America. | 


Addressing the Caribbean Region Lutheran Communications Conference, 
Dr. Herman observed that Catholicism is a living fact in Latin American life 
and that 90 per cent of the area's population is at least nominally Catholic. 


"Tt is a simple historical fact that Roman Catholicism is woven into the 
warp and woof of Latin American life," he asserted, pointing out that this 
has a profound effect on Protestant activities in the region. 


Means toward Protestant proclamation of the Gospel in Latin America, 
he said, "must be worked out in concentrated study, not only in libraries 
but in living communication with the. Catholic Church, its members, and its 
“clergy'. 


During the conference here, Dr. Herman announced that his committee 
was inviting Dr. George A. Lindbeck, Professor of Historical Theology at: 
Yale Divinity School, to come to South America for a few weeks this year 
to become acquainted with "what is frequently described as pre-Reformation 
Catholicism". EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH AGENCIES. IN JOINT APPEAL FOR REFUGEES 


(Lyons) - French Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish leaders have issued 
a joint appeal to their congregations to welcome refugee's from Algeria, 
"providing mutual assistance and brotherhood, outside of all narrow-minded 
partisanship, in order that there may be true peace and true reconciliation". 


The appeal was made at a press conference, chaired jointly by a Protes- 
tant pastor, a Roman Catholic priest, and a Jewish rabbi. , Represented were 
CIMADE, relief organization of the French Protestant churches, Jewish and 
Christian Friendship Association, the United Jewish Social Fund, Catholic 
Relief, Pax Christi, and the Social Chronicle of France. es 


Barlier, Catholic Relief had announced it is launching a special appeal 
among the 30,000 Roman Catholic parishes in France for rooms to be let free 
of charge for a period of a year to the newcomers. EPS, Geneva 


GEYSER NAMED TO NEW UNIVERSITY POST 


(Johannesburg) - Professor Albert S. Geyser, who was recently found guilty 
of heresy by the Dutch Reformed Church of Africa, has been named to the 
newly-created chair of divinity at the University of Witwatersrand here, it 
has been announced. (See EPS No. 19). | : 
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An outspoken critic of the church's» policy barring non-whites from 
“membership, Professor Geyser had been a member of the theological faculty — 
of Pretoria University for 16-years. His conviction on the heresy charge 
also involved his expulsion from the church, of which he had been a minister 


Witwatersrand University is regarded as one of. the mast liberal insti- 
tutions of higher learning in the country. The new chair there was created 
through subsidies from several of the South African Protestant churches. 

The university was the.site of the inter-racial consultation on race rela- 
tions held under auspices of the World Council of Churches in December, 1960 


Commenting on his appointment - he was one of over 25.applicants con- 


sidered - Professor Geyser said: "I am extremely thankful. I consider this) 
a liberation and one of the greatest moments of my life." He is expected 


to take up the new post within a few months.’ . EPS, Geneva 


HONG KONG CHRISTIAN COUNCIL'S ST... TEMENT BACKED BY WCC 


(Geneva) - Divisional officers of the World Council of Churches have backed — 
recommendations made by the.Hong Kong Christian Welfare oud Relief Council 
for dealing with the new refugee emergency there. 


Since the beginning of May the number of refugees, from China brinch ie to 
enter Hong Kong has rocketed from the normal few hundreds a week to several 
thousands and the government has.-had to take sharp measures. About 5,000 . 
mainland Chinese who had illegally entered the cdélony“were being deported 
daily. by May 20. They alleged that hunger was driving them out of mainland 
China. : | , 


At an emergency session of. the bane Kong Christian Welfare and Relief 
5 hia ee the following recommendations were made 3 


1. An appeal should be made through the WCC enone tie to the US, 
Canada, Australia, and Taiwan to permit emergency immigration of . 
substantial numbers on similar Le to the help. given during the’ 
Hungarian crisis of 1956. 


28 an: appeal should be made to Britain to allow ea onaoe immigration 
into Hong Kong in connection with the first recommendation. 


a! An: appeal should be made to China, by countries having relations 
with her, to permit gifts of needed food<on a massive scale. 


The Hong Kong CWRC also urged the Hong Kong government to continue to 
treat the refugees with humanity and respect, to allow voluntary agencies 
_ to provide deportees with food packages, and to permit relief organizations 
to continue their normal work of helping the destitute, including many 
undetected recent refugees. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS ON INCREASE IN MEXICO 


(New York) - An impressive increase in Protestant membership in Mexico has 
been reported here by Dr. Howard W. Yoder, executive secretary of the 
Committee on Latin America (CCLA)of the National Council of Churches! 
Division of Foreign Missions. 


Dr. Yoder said that figures given in a new study, Protestantismo 
Mexicano, made by Father Pedro Rivera, S.J., show that the number of Pro- 
testants has grown from 265,000 in 1949 to 910,951 in 1960 - a 298.3 per 
cent increase - while in 1961 the total stood at 1,065,161. 
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This figure was compared:in the study to. an average increase in“alh 
Latin America from 1942-62 of 80 per cent, Dr. Yoder said. The study also 
showed that, except for Brazil, the Protestant churches in Mexico have had 
the fastest growth in all Latin America. 


In a breakdown comparing Protestant and Roman Catholic statistics, 
Father Rivera listed 5,000 Protestant ministers, 3,000 churches and 58 
seminaries. The Catholics have 6,290 priests, 2,046 parishes, 13,3584 other 
churches and 40 seminaries, he reported. 


"The past year has been one of the best years - if not the best - for 
CCLA," said Dr. Yoder. Attributing this in part to the fact that Latin 
America has been the subject of special study in ‘the churches for the past 
year, he also saw Protestant churches in Latin America "awakening to a new 
status and endeavouring to relate the evangelical message to the total needs 
of the individual and society". EPS, Geneva . 


CHURCH TEAMS FOR ALGERIA TO BaGIN TRAINING JUNE 20 


(Geneva) - The special inter-church committee which has been formed here on 
the initiative of the World Council of Churches to provide aid to Algeria 
plans to begin its training courses for the first teams to work in that 
country on June 20. 


Team members will have a short orientation course in Switzerland before 
completing the main part of their training in Algeria. It is expected that 
25 candidates will be enrolled in the first course. 


Ultimately the committee hopes to send 100 men and women in teams to 
work in Algeria. 


Candidates will be proposed by churches and ecumenical groups in various 
countries. They will be assisted, if they wish, by a representative of the 
committee in the selection of candidates. Redd as 


Members of the teams are to be competent, persons in one of these fields: 
education, medical and health services, social work, agriculture, or business 
and administration. 


Priority will be given to.mature men.and women who have completed their 
professional training and whose age, health, and experience make them clearly 
qualified to undertake this service, which is expected to last two years. 
They must have a working knowledge of French or Arabic. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES FORM MULTI-RACIAL COUNCIL 


(Pretoria) - The first meeting of a new multi-racial council of churches in 
South Africa, with the Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape Province - the 
largest of the three Afrikaans Reformed churches - and its daughter churches 
as the nucleus, has been held here. Thirty-two white and ten non-white 
delegates attended. It was the first time the Reformed churches have come 
together on this level ona completely multi-racial basis. 


The official name of the group is the Council of Churches: of Reformed 
Faith in Southern Africa. “It also provides for menbership of other churches 
which subscribe to the same tenets of faith. The daughter churches include 
African churches in the Federation and coloured Dutch Reformed churches. 


Little information is available about the meeting, but it is generally 
believed it discussed ways of finding common ground among the churches to 
clear up misunderstandings. EPS, Geneva 
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US LEADERS URGE "MORAL BREAKTHROUGH" IN COLD WAR 


(Washington, D.C.) - Some 400 prominent US Christian and Jewish leaders have 
signed a statement here branding US resumption of nuclear weapons testing as 
"thoroughly wrong", and pleading for a "moral breakthrough" in US foreign 
policy which would effect "the same massive mobilization of material and 
brains for the work of international disarmament and world order which for 
twenty-two years now we have provided only for the hopeless arms race". 


The open letter, addressed to President Kennedy and sponsored by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, a pacifist group, declared that US resumption 
of testing in the atmosphere, following the similar unilateral action of the 
USSR, "makes all talk of social progress along new frontiers hollow and 
meaningless". 


Rather than new tests, it said, to effectively combat totalitarian 
ideologies, "we must encourage the self-healing forces within totalitarian 
societies rather than menace them with military destruction. The all-deominat- 
ing aim of our national policy toward communist governments must be to change ~ 
their orientation rather than to overthrow their power". : | 


It added that there is 'no hope" in continuing development of the "over- 
kill potential" and that "our nation has less security from military destruc- — 
tion today than at any other time in history. The search for security through © 
overwhelming military superiority has only led us to the brink of annihilation. 


Signatories included Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, former president of the : 
National Council of Churches; Dr. Frank C. Laubach, international religious 
educator; Dr. Howard Schomer, president of Chicago Theological Seminary. ’ 
Signers from outside the United States included the famed Swiss theologian | 
Karl Barth. The letter was published in the Washington Post. EPS, Geneva — 


QUAKERS LAUNCH MILLION-DOLLAR RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMME 


(Philadelphia) - The American Friends! Service Committee has announced here 
that it is launching a million-dollar programme to help resettle Algerian 
refugees in their homeland. 


Officials of the new Algerian provisional government have asked the 
Quaker organization to play a major role in the resettlement of those 
refugees from Morocco and Tunisia, committee officers said. There are 
currently some 250,000 refugees in these countries bordering Algeria. ~ 


In addition, the committee will aid some 2,000,000 men, women, and 
children held in _Tegroupmen? centres" during ths seven years of war in 
Algeria, 


Bronson P. Clark, pias director of the American Friends! nenetnal 
Committee in Morocco, has made final plans for the new programme. Besides 
immediate aid and a self-help training programme, the plan calls for assis- 
tance to Algerians in the rebuilding of demolished homes and in putting the 
land back under cultivation. Approximately one-third of Algeria's population, 
some 10,000,000, are homeless. 


The programme, as now envisaged, will cost $500,000 in cash and 
$500,000 in material aid, according to Mr. Clark. EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


According to Agence France Presse, Patriarch Alexis of the Russian 
Orthodox Church has told reporters in Belgrade, Yugoslavia, where he is 
Visiting, that his church will not. send observers to the Vatican Council. 
He was reported to have said that the Council is an internal concern of the 
Roman Catholic Church and does not concern the Russian Orthodox Church. A 
story in the Paris daily Le Monde commented that the Moscow refusal should 
not be interpreted as meaning that other Orthodox churches will refuse.to 
send observers. 


* * * 


All property and administration of the Dutch Reformed Church of the 
Cape Province mission in Nyasaland have been transferred to the Presbyterian 
Chureh of Central Africa. Government grants, which the Reformed Church 
mission has been receiving for its educational and medical staff, will be at 
. the disposal of the Presbyterian body in Nyasaland. Also all Reformed | 
ministers have been formally placed on the ministerial rolls of thé Presby- 
terian Church, 


* * * 


The Rev. G. Basil Jackson, study secretary of the National Christian 
Council of Ceylon, has been named the first principal of the new theological 
college to be opened in Peradeniya, Ceylon, in'July, 1963. The new college 
will be the first in Ceylon to provide instruction in the Sinhalese language, 
Mr. Jackson has been a missionary of the British Methodist Church in Ceylon 
| since 1926. 


te * * 


A $360,000 nuclear reactor, the gift of US Episcopalians, has been 
dedicated at St. Paul's ae University, Tokyo. To be used for research 
in the peaceful uses of atomic energy and.for producing isotopes for medical 
diagnosis and Peeindnt the reactor is housed in a building provided largely 
by Japanese donors on a 12-acre site near Yokosuka City, 40 miles from the 
Tokyo campus. The dedication ceremony was attended by more than 15,000 
representatives of the churches, education, government, and industry. 


Representatives of seven churches in Hast Africa will meet at the 
Limuru Conference Centre, near Nairobi, Kenya, July 19-25, to discuss "The 
Church in.its Quest for Unity". A special guest will be the Rev. Russell 
Chandran, principal of the United Theological College of the Church of 
south India. Participating churches will be the provinces of the Anglican 
Church in East Africa, the Federation of Lutheran Churches of Tanganyika, 
the Moravian Province of Western Tanganyika, the Moravian Province of the 
southern Highlands, the Mennonite Church of Tanganyika, the Presbyterian 
Church of Hast Africa, and the Methodist Church in Kenya. 


* s * 
‘Bishop Lajos Ordass, deposed primate of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, 
suffered a scrious heart attack on Easter Monday (April 23) according to 


reports received in Vienna. The reports said Bishop Ordass is recuperating 
slowly. 


* * * 


' 
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Civitas, publication of the Swiss Roman Catholic Student Union, has 
issued a special number dealing with the ecumenical movement and the Second 
Vatican Council. Both Protestant and. Roman Catholic authors contributed to 
the issue. KIPA, the Swiss Roman Catholic news service, commenting on the 
Roman Catholic contributions noted that they are characterized by "a courage- 
eous openness, responding to the demands of. the time in an unprecedented way, 
and by a receptive attitude to genuine talks with the separated Christian 
brethren and with those internal movements of the church which hold that its 
Spiritual renewal is urgent." 


¥* * * 


The Ceylon Bible Society is celebrating its 150th anniversary with a 
special year-long programme which includes a asta commemoration Scripture 
and art exhibition, a national Bible rally, and.a series of lectures on the 
Bible. During 1961 the Society distributed. 125, 039 Bibles or portions of the 
Scriptures, the highest. figure in its history. The Society currently is 
producing more Scriptures in Sinhalese than ever before - 250,000 copies of 
St. John and 200,000 copies of other portions of the Gospel - and a special 
committee of Sinhalese Bible scholars is. working on a new translation of the 
Bible into Sinhalese. 


* * * 


Within the shadow of the new Coventry Cathedral (see Special Report) is 
an exhibition entitled "Bread for the World". The. exhibition is so arranged 
‘that the visitor symbolically walks through the city. into a church and out 
again through thé door of the. church into the world of the homeless and 
hungry. Mr. John Taylor of the World Council of Churches! Information Depart 
ment has acted as adviser to Mr. Alan Bromley, the designer of the exhibitior 
and to the Inter-Church Aid Committee of the Coventry churches which planned 
it. The exhibition was. visited by the Archbishop of Canterbury who commented 
upon the significance and appropriateness at such a time of the reminder 
which this exhbition gives to Christian Reon te of the meaning of Christian 
service. — 


x * “ 


Miss Leila W. Anderson has been named a new executive of the internatiag 
division of the YWCA in the United States. Mis Anderson will resign on 
June 15 as assistant general secretary for programmes of the National Council 
of Churches and will. assume her new assignment September 1. 


Mi x 


The Moet ae Central Comme! fees hierar sie 5 (USA), has announced it will 
send ten tons of meat and seven tons of bedding to war-troubled Laos. ° the 
material will be distributed by the Laos Mission of the Christian and: 
Missionary Alliance » | 


The Rt. Rev. LakdasaDe Mel, Anglican Bishop of Kurunagala, Ceylon, has§ 
been elected Bishop of Calcutta and Metropolitan of India, Pakistan, and 
Burma. He succeeds Bishop Arabindo Nath Murkejee who recently announced 
his retirement to take effect May 31. A Sinhalese ‘and the first clergyman 
of his race to be made a bishop in the Anglican communion, Bishop De Mel 
will be enthroned in St. Paul's Cathedral, Calcutta, August 24. Bishop De ¥ 
Mel has served on numerous World Council of Churches! committees and was 
the chairman of the Press Committee for its Third Assembly held late last 7 
year in New Delhi, India. 
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The cornerstone for a 25,000-seat Evangelical Pentecostal church has 
been laid in Sao Paulo, Brazil, the nation's leading industrial centre. 
Sponsors of thé new structure say it will be the largest Protestant church 
building in the world. In addition to the church, the structure will include 
a primary and secondary school, library, a maternity hospital, and a dispensary. 
The project is expected to be completed in 1964, 


* * * 


"The Church's Witness in a rapidly changing Society" will be the topic 
of a series of conferences scheduled in Japan in June under auspices of the 
Social Committee of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). Speakers 
will include Dr. John Bennett, dean of Union Theological Seminary, New York. 
Dr. Bennett, who has been-active for:several years as a member of the Work- 
ing Committee on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, will 
also lecture at several seminaries while in Japan. 
* x x 


A group of professors from the theological faculty of the University of 
Athens is visiting in Moscow at the invitation of theological professors 
there. While in the Soviet capital they will hold discussions with their 
opposite numbers on theological and ecclesiastical questions of general 
interest to the Orthodox churches. 


* * * 


A giant evangelistic crusade under the theme "Jesus Christ. Our Only. 
Hope", will be held August 5-12 by 160 Baptist congregations in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil's largest city, and in neighbouring Campinas and Santos. Simultan- 
equs revivals are scheduled in Baptist churches and missions in the three 

Meities. In addition, a daily noon service will be held in Sao Paulo's 
largest public square. The crusade will close with a public rally in the 
Pacaembu Stadium in Sao Paulo, one of South America's largest. 


a * * 


Transfer of three Negro Southern Presbyterian churches (USA) to the 
all-white Atlanta (Ga.) Presbytery has been approved by the Georgia Presby- 
terian Synod. The Synod. also went on record as endorsing the "efforts of 
any presbytery pursuing the possibility of inviting Negro churches in its 

geographical bounds to become members of that presbytery". 


Le * * 


~“ wo international seminars, one in Austria, and one in England, will be 
held this year under auspices of the American Friends! Service Committee, 
Philadelphia, Pa. (USA) and the Friends! Service Council, London. Theme of 
both will be "The Responsible Citizen in National and International Affairs". 
An. estimated 50 people from 25 to 30 countries are expected to attend each. 
The one in Austria will be at Kahlenberg, near Vienna, August 4-25, and the 
one in England at Studley College, Warwickshire, August 11-September 1. 


* * * 


More than half of the £3.4 million ($9.52 nillion) raised in World Refugee 
Year by the central fund in Britain was used to speed the resettlement of 
215,000 out-of-camp refugees in Europe. Only 35,000 are now unsettled. 
The figure is given in a survey of "Report to Britain" published by the 
United Nations. It estimates that £9 million ($ 25.2 million) is required 
before the refugee problem in Kurope will be solved. HPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT 
CONSECRATATION “OF COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


The Cathedral Church of St. Michael, Coventry, was consecrated on 
May 25-26, 1962, in the presence of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Margaret, Cuuntess: of Snowdon, and Earl of Snowdon. 


The new cathedral rises alongside the ruins of the 13th century cathedra 
which was destroyed in an air raid on November 14, 1940. The architect, 
Sir Basil Spence, has created a magnificent and exciting building, completely 
modern in style and adornment. Its special features, such as the Epstein 
bronze of St. Michael slaying the devil, the mazing Sutherland tapestry 
depicting the crucified, risen and reigning Christ, the Bishop's throne .of 
thorns, the magnificent windows, the Chapels of Unity, Gethsemane, and of 
Christ the Servant, have been much publicized and described. The building 
- which is constructed of modern materials of steel and concrete and faced 
with red sandstone - has taken seven years to build, but in the words of 
Sir Basil Spence, "the Cathedral has been built to last a thousand years" s 


The consecration service was in two parts. On the afternoon of May 25 
the actual consecration of the building, the altar and the font took place, 
and this was followed by the second part of the service on Saturday morning, | 
May 26,-which was a celebration of the first communion in the cathedral. The 
consecration sermon was preached by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Ramsey, 
on the text Haggai chapter 2, verse 9: "The latter glory of this house shal¥ 
be greater than the former, saith the Lord of Hosts". These were the words w 
were inscribed on the tablet of stone that was built into the west wall of | 
the former cathedral soon after its destruction. 


The vast congregation which filled the church for the services included ~ 
representatives from the churches of Sweden, Denmark, Germany, the Netherland 
Greece, and Switzerland, and more than 10,000 people attend the services on 
the first Sunday after the cathedral's consecration. The new cathedral has. 
two special points of interest for liturgiologists - the vestments of the 
clergy are strikingly modern in design and colour, and the celebrant in the 
communion service celebrates from behind the altar facing the congregation. 


Although public attention is inevitably focused at this time upon the 
cathedral, the total plan conceived by the late Bishop of Coventry, Dr. 
Neville Gorton, envisaged the cathedral as part of a complex of buildings 
which would serve to manifest the total life of the churches, both Anglican 
and Free, in the city. In association with the cathedral there is to be 
a Christian Service Centre for the corporate work of all the churches, and 
the Chapel of Unity available for all the churches. The Chapel of Unity 
is completed and the plans for the development of the Christian Service 
Centre are still being worked out. The consecration of the Chapel of Unity 
on June 12, at which the sermon will be preached by Dr. W. A. Visser 't ; 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches, will bear testi- 
mony to the ecumenical vision which inspired the concept of this great 
cathedral as a people's cathedral, and which has yet to be completely ful- 
filled in a total scheme which will serve to express the ecumenical movement — 
in the city. 
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SINGLE ARABIC BIBLE PROPOSED BY MIDDLE EAST CONFERENCE 


(Jerusalem) - Seventy Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic delegates 
meeting here have proposed that a single Arabic translation be made of the 
Bible. which would be acceptable to all Christian communities so that they 
can make a common witness in the Islamic world. 


The recommendation was one of a series made by a four-day. meeting con- 
vened by the United Bible Societies to discuss the place and. use of the 
Bible in the churches of the Middle. Bast. Participants were about equally 
divided between the three ocm@uessions om one observer described the meeting 
as "one of the most widely weumenical conferences ever held in this part of 
the world". 


In other recommendations, all of which were unanimously adopted, the 
conference urged the development of a programme of religious instruction for 
use in the schools which would be offered to governments requiring it as "a 
recommendation of the whole Church of Christ". 


The delegates also said that special attention should be given to the 
youth work programmes of Middle Hast churches, particularly in relation to 
the use of the Bible, and recommended that Christian youth of the different 
churches be encouraged to work together so that "they may learn to under- 
stand the Bible better in common work within the whole life of the Church". 
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A third recommendation urged that a study be undertaken of the use of 
modern means of communication "to see how the churches of the Middle East a 
reach this generation with the Living Word". 


A continuing committee representing all the churches in the Middle Hast 
will be set up to study the recommendations. Also a full report of the 
conference will be published in Arabic and English. 


The conference, which was two years in preparation, opened with papers 
presented by the representatives of the three cmfessimson the ways in which 
the Bible was being used in their churches. Conferees then heard papers on 
the attitude to the Bible, on biblical inspiration and witness, and its 
relation to the liturgy of the Church. A third set of lectures dealt with 
prophetic vision. iad ve 


A report of the conference said that it became clear in discussion that 
although there were divergencies in thinking there was also "a remarkable _ 
anount of common agreement, particularly on whe need to keep the Bible in 
relation to the worshipping conmunity". 


It added: "None of the innumerable ecumenical conferences held- since 
Amsterdam, 1948, (the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches) has 
been so open to the working of the Holy Spirit see i Lowe oe notable event © 
ary the history of the Christian Church in the Middle East's a tte oe 

"EPS, Geneva | 


EMBARGO: For release Friday, June 15, 1962 
WCC CENTRAL COMMITTER WILL MBET IN PARIS, AUGUST 7-1 


paberts)=" The anttelneeting of “the Central: Geumi ives of the Nee 
of Churches will be held here August 7-17. The 100-member body represents ~ 
197 Protestant, Anglican, a ee poe Orthodox churches: in more than ¢ 
80 countries. ae Bh U3 ee cau tira) ae Se ayes Mea NR Tae eg 


It will be the first meeting of the policy-making Committee since its 
appointment by the WCC's Third Assembly late.last year in New Delhi, India. 
Sessions will be held at the International House, Cité. Universitaire. 


During the ten-day meeting the Committee will review plans made . in line 
with the Third Assembly's mandates and will take action on a number. of a 
designed to strengthen the churches! cooperative work and advance the cause | 
ren Christian unity... Major topics under discussion will include: 


‘= the role of the churches in international affairs, Justa 
with regard to the problems of nuclear weapons testing and 
_ disarnanent; 


a, the relationship of the World Council ate the Second iortioun 
Gouncils.> - 


- Christian responsibility for education, both "ecumenical 
. education" through the churches, and oe te tem 


“= consideration of plans for a new ‘study. dealing with the 
responsibility of all the WCC's member churches in social, 
political, and economic questions; 


- the future of the Theological Education Fund. This ¢cosotode 
fund which has made major grants to seminaries in Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America, was set up in 1958 by the International 


Missionary Council, now the WCC's Division of World Mission and 
Evangelisn; 
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- a report on a study now under way of the pattern of.the ministry. 
The study deals with such questions as "How far do the present 
patterns of the ministry meet the real needs of the churches?"; 
and "Is' the present ordained ministry with a salaried 
professional class ‘theologically correct!?" 


The meeting will open Tuesday evening, August 7, with a worship service 
and annual reports by the chairman of the Executive Committee, Dr. Franklin 
Clark Fry, New York, president of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
and by Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, general secretary. + 


The meeting's two scheduled speeches are both on the same topic - "The 
Finality of Jesus Christ in an Age of Universal History". This is the subject 
of 4 major study now under way by the WCC's Division of Studies. The speakers 
will be Principal John Marsh, of Mansfield College, Oxford, England (Congre- 
gationalist), the chairman of the Division, and the Rev. Paul Verghese, Geneva, 
& priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church, who is director of the Division of 
Boumenical Action. | 


A large portion of the Committee's time will be spent in committees 
which will meet simultancously. These will deal with finance, policy, and 
the work of the Council's four divisions - Study; Boumenical Action; Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service; and World Mission and ivangelism. 
These committees will later report back to the plenary sessions for action 
by the full Committee on their recommendations. 


The meeting will be preceded by a series of smaller meetings of the 
committees of WCC divisions and departments to be held August 162s) On 
August 6-7 the Executive Committee will meet. Following the close of the 
Central Committee, a one-day consultation of secretaries of national councils 
of churches will be held on August 18. BPS, Geneva 


(Press registration. application forn appended. ) 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND ASSEMBLY ACTIONS 


(Edinburgh) - The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has voted over- 
whelmingly to liberalize the strict rules governing behaviour on. Sunday. 


By a three’ to one majority the Assembly accepted a revised Statement 
on the Christian Use of Sunday, marking the first departure from the rigid 
regulations laid down in the Westminster Confession of Faith in the 17th 
century. The General Assembly had rejected a similar proposal in 1960 by 
the narrow vote of 220 to 208. 


The Rev. John R. Gray, of Glasgow, chairman of the Church and Nation 
Committee which drafted the statement, said the church must "stop speaking 
of Sunday in terms of prohibition and begin to emphasize its positive value 
“and usefulness". Mr. Gray said his committee acknowledged that the tradi- 
“tional Scottish Sabbath had been beneficial and supported the observance of 
Sunday as "a day of quiet worship and sérvice". But, he added: 


"T would plead with them (those who disagree), especially if they live 
amid the open spaces of the highlands and islands or in'the comfort of the 
suburbs, to ask themselves if our Lord really wants from the city youth or 
girl a kind of sullen idleness throughout all the hours of Sunday, and from 
the city child an exasperated restlessness that wearies for the end of this 
punishment." 
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-Ti another action the General Assembly voted in favour of Britain. aban- 
doning its independent nuclear deterrent in consultation with NATO. Urging 
that all-steps be taken towards the abolition of weapons of mass destruction, 
including the banning of nuclear tests in the atmosphere, it said that 
Britain should unilaterally accept international inspection after it had 
renounced its deterrent. 


The vote represented a considerable change in the Re abioly ke attitude. 
Two years ago it had voted in favour of Britain keeping its own nuclear 
weapons until the beginning of international disarmament. 


The Assembly also: 


Agreed that it Was unlikely that the Central ifrican Federation could 
survive in its present form and that a new association should be established 
with the consent of all peoples in the three territories concerned - North- 
ern Rhodesia, Southern Rhodesia, and Nyasaland. It said that every attempt 
should be made not just to recast the old structure of the Federation but to 
create a recognizably different one ina form more Genser to the inhabi- 
tants. 


Voted by a large majority to recommend that all bodies within the 
church should dispose of holdings in tobacco companies because it is wrong 
that the church should derive revenue from "a commodity which can prove so. 
seriously detrimental to health". 


Gave an overwhelming vote of approval to the recent conversations 
between Roman Catholics and Church of Scotland representatives, in approving 
a report by the Inter-Church Relations Committee. Harlier Dr. Archibald 
‘Campbell Craig, retiring moderator, told the Assembly he believed his recent 
visit to Pope John XXIII had set "a pattern of courtesy, sincerity, and - ; 
charity" between the two churches. 


Elected as moderator, Dr. Nevile Davidson, minister of Glasgow Cathedral 
EPS, Geneva 


VIETCONG SEIZES US. MISSIONARIES ibs ne qld oe ck Se arkiee i 


(Saigon, Vietnam) - Communists guerrillas have raided a leprosarium in the 
central highlands and kidnapped three American missionaries. 


The Communists ordered 250 lepers to leave the hospital and’ return tO 
their home villages, according to reports reaching Saigon. 


Bound ed taken away by the guerrillas were Dr. Eleanor Ardel fepete ek ae 
Houston, Tex., the Rev. Archie Mitchell, Bly, Ore., and Daniel Gerber, a 
young conscientious objector who was serving at the leprosarium to fulfill 
his obligation under the United States military draft law. 


Dr. Victti and Mr. Mitchell were attached to the Christian and Mission- 
‘ary Alliance, which runs the leprosarium and has 113 Protestant missionaries 
scattered through South Vietnam. Mr. Gerber was a member of the Central 
Mennonite Committee and came from eastern Pennsylvania. 


Unnolested were Mrs. Mitchell and the four Mitchell children, and four 
nurses. They were later moved for safety to Banmethuot, nine niles north- 
west of the hospital.. Rr 
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This was the first time the Vietcong, the Vietnamese Communists, had 
raided a hospital. The Rev. T. Grady Mangham, director of the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance, said later: "T rather think they were in need of 
medical supplies." : 


Nothing had been heard since from the captives. No ransom demands have 
been received from the guerrillas. In similar incidents in the past, miss- 
jonaries have been turned loose unharmed after long lectures on the evils 
of the Saigon regime and of American imperialisn. EPS, Geneva 


CLOSER TIES URGED BETWEEN WCC AND EDUCATION ASSOCLTATION 


(New York) - Closer relationships and cooperation between the World Council 
of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday school 
Association is recommended in a report to be presented for action at the 
WCCE's quadrennial assembly in July. 


; Prepared by a special committee following preliminary talks between 

staff representatives of the two international bodies held last April in 
Geneva, the report was received by the WCCH's North American Committee at 
its meeting here. . inde 


The report pointed out the integral part which teaching always had had 
in the life and work of the Christian Church, and referred to the "evident 
marriage of biblical theology and Christian education in our time". 


It also noted a "quickened pace of concern for the unity and mission 
sorcghristts church!". 


Areas cited for greater cooperation between the WCC and the WCCE 
included Christian family life, theological education, and scholarship pro- 
grammes. Already existing cooperative programmes include those in youth 
and World Youth Projects, a youth inter-church aid programme. EPS, Geneva 


MISSION GROUPS STUDY MERGER 


(New York) - The Missionary Church Association of Fort Wayne, Ind., must 
now take the next step if a proposed merger with the larger Christian and 
Missionary Alliance is to take place. } 


Delegates to the recent annual meeting of the Christian and Missionary 
Alliancé in Miami, Fla., voted overwhelmingly in favour of the proposed 
organic merger. 


The question of merger will now become one of the foremost issues in 
the general conference of the Missionary Church Association in Fort Wayne 
in August. The name of the merged body would be The Missionary Alliance. 


Merger discussions between the two evangelical Protestant groups have 
been under way for more than two years. The talks were initiated because 
of the similarity of doctrinal teachings of the two bodies, and because sone 
Missionary Church Association foreign missionaries have been at work for many 
years under appointment by the Christian and Missionary Alliance. If the 
two groups unite, the new Missionary Alliance will have almost one thousand 
missionaries overseas, 1,300 congregations in the USA with about 80,000 
members, 1,800 official ministerial workers, and an annual foreign mission- 
ary fund of about $5,000,000. EPS, Geneva 
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PENNSYLVANIA CHURCHES MOVE TOWARDS MERGER 


(Harrisburg, P Pay ) - Plans for a merger :of Eee yieaca and Methodist congre- 
gations in Pennsylvania - a sort of grass roots approach’ to possible eventual 
merger of the two Protestant denominations - were disclosed here, 


Congregations of both churches, at the local level, will be encouraged 
to consolidate wherever they are floundering because of inadequate budgets, 
‘small memberships and needless competition. | 

‘ 

Officials of the two groups insisted the merger plan is "not a mandate" | 
but at the same time there were strong indications that it would be pushed 
when necessary - perhaps even to the extent of denying the assignnent of a 
pastor to a reluctant congregation. 


A spokesman said, "This is not an attempt to bring together unwilling 
groups. It merely is a strong and forthright recommendation for action at 
the local level. 


"We hope it will open the way for local groups to explore the possibi- 
lity of mergers and consolidations by neans of withdrawal fron conpetitive 
situations." 


There are more than 200 Presbyterian. churches in the State with fewer 
than 200 members each. . About 150 of these have less than 75 members cach. 
A joint statement by officials of the two churches said, "The issues seen 
clear. Many of our churches have no other choice than to make radical 
changes and meet new needs or die." EPS, Geneva 


-FORMOSAN WOMEN AID PERUVIAN QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - A gift of $90 has been sent by Presbyterian women's groups in 
north Formosa to the World Couneil of Churches for use in relief work for 
the victims of the landslides in Peru some months ago. 


The letter forwarding the contribution reported that when news of the 
Peru landslides was received the women decided immediately ‘to take up-an--. 
offering because "people in Formosa have suffered fron sete Moca and 
typhoons, so they know about disasters from ‘experience’. 


The letter said that it took some time to collect the nioney because 
““people here do not always act at once, but they did not’ forget". Those 
making contributions included groups of tribal women whose standard of livin 
is very low. Some of these gifts were as little as five or ten cents in: - 

US currency, but, the letter said, "they are very ne aningful in terms of 
Christian concern and mutual helpfulness". . EPS, Geneva 


POLISH CARDINAL ASKS PRAYERS FOR ATHEISTS 


(Warsaw) - An Episcopal letter of the Roman Catholic Church, published over 
official objections, calls upon Poland's Christians to fast and pray that 
atheists return to the faith. 


The letter, issued June 3, and signed by Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski and ~ 
all sixty-four Polish bishops, had been scheduled for publication May 27. 
The document became known’ to governnent schgnies oicgpbs however, and Cardinal 
Wyszynski was pressed to suppress it. 
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Cardinal Wyszynski, who has been increasingly disturbed by governnent- 
supported efforts to educate young Poles against "superstition". and 
"mediaeval practices", refused to withhold the letter, although he hesitated 
for a week. 


Retaliation appears to have been rapid. Sources close to the church 
said that a number of young seminarians studying for the priesthood in the 
Rzeszow and Kielce areas received military draft notices. Two years ago 
the government suspended the exemption of the student clergy from military 
service, but only a few seminarians had been called up before last week. 


The letter, read in every church in Poland during masses, proclaimed 
the Octave of Pentecost, June 10-17, as "days of atonement and penance. 
We cali on you, dear children, that you make the feast (Pentecost) a special 
day of prayer for our unbelieving brothers," the letter said. 


Pastors were directed to deliver appropriate sermons and to hold special 
devotions appealing to God to lead the fallen back to the faith. Throughout 
the Octave of Pentecost all Catholics were urged to fast, receive the sacra- 
ments, and perform acts of charity on behalf of their "godless" brethren. 


The Episcopal letter was a vigorous reiteration of Cardinal Wyszynski's 
views set forth in a series of Lenten sermons that evoked two sharp attacks 
on himiin the Polish press. 


In the letter the Catholic bishops expressed sorrow that some Poles had 
“included thenselves in the organized atheism, fighting with incomprehensible 
hatred against the religion of the true God with arguments, jeers, and sus- 
picion, calling it a fruit of unenlightenment and backwardness". 

EPS, Geneva 


MALAGASY CHURCH TALKS REPORTED IN "CRUCIAL STAGE" 


(Tananarive ) - Merger talks between the Church of Christ in Madagascar, the 
Evangelical Church, and the Malagasy Friends Church, begun in 1949, have now 
reaehed "a crucial stage", according to a spokesman here. An almost complete 
plan for union has been presented to the three synods and this has now been 
generally accepted, but so far no step-by-step project for consummation has 
been proposed. 


The discussions have been conducted at three main levels: first is the 
wmion sub-conmittee which is responsible for preliminary talks on points at 
issue and for the formulation of propositions. These are then referred to 
the full union conmnittee which has a membership of around 100. This. 
committee then sends its findings to the three synods for ratification or 
rejection. 


In addition to the main topic of church merger, the sub-committee has 

' also concerned itself with such practical matters as united church journals, 
united liturgy, and united theological education. This latter topic, which 
is now concerning the sub-committee almost to the exclusion of other items 
of discussion, threatens to hold up the very objeot of its initiation. 


In its leading article this month the united church monthly, Reforn, 
(Fanavaozana) issues a challenge to the churches and to the union eommittee 
to complete their task by setting 1964 as the final date line for the con- 
summation of union. This would coincide with the fifteenth anniversary of 
the beginning of merger discussions. EPS, Geneva 
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PROTESTANT, ORTHODOX CLERGY JOIN JESUITS IN RETREAT . 


(Albany) - A group of Protestant, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and Roman 
Catholic clergymen net recently in‘*a two-day retreat and dialogue at the 
Jesuit Retreat House, Glenmont, near Albany, Now York. The Rev. 
Gustave Weigel, S.J., a leading Roman Catholic scholar in the ficld of 
ecumenical relations, was retreat leader. 


The retreat host, the Rev. Phillip B. Carroll, $.J., director of the 
retreat house, said of the session: "Nobody was trying to convert anyone. 
It was a time when men of goodwill cane together as Christians in an effort 
to understand each other and to evaluate those things which keep us apart." 


.Clergymen attending the retreat arrived in the evening, and after a 
get-acquainted, informal conference they heard the first of a series of 
meditations by. Father Weigcol in the chapel. At the conclusion of each even- 
ing, prayers were led by a Protestant minister. 


At meal-tines, the clergymen followed the monastic custom of eating in 
Silence while listening to readings. The readings were tape-recorded chap- 
ters of a recent book by Father Weigal dealing with ecumenical relations. 


‘The visiting clergymen also attended early-morning Mass in the chapel 
"as observers". -Father Weigel was the celebrant and a Protestant minister 
read the English translation of the canon of the. Mass. 


Father Weigel is professor of Eeclesiology at Woodstock (Md.) College. 
He is a consultant to the Vatican Secretariat for Pronoting Christian Unity 
and active in preparations for the Second Vatican Council to convene at. 
Rome next October. EPS, Geneva 


GRASS HUT CLASSROOMS FOR ANGOLAN REFUGEE CHILDREN 


(London) - To meet the needs of 56,000 school-age: children’ who are refugees 
from Angola now living in the Congc, Baptist church workers have devised 
provisional classrooms of grass. Already more than 80 such-schoolrooms have 
been built,providing temporary facilities for 4,000 children while nore, 
durable premises are being put up, according to reports received here. 


The Baptist Missionary Society, London, one of the principal supporters 
of projects for helping refugees in the Congo, has redeployed 12 of its 
former Angola missionaries to work in the refugee areas. 


It is planned to build 24 permanent classrooms in strategic centres at 
a cost of £14,000 ($39,200). A site of 100 acres has been bought seven 
miles fron Moerbeke where there is 1 large concentration of refugees. Here 
Six schoolrooms have already been completed and desks are being made for 
the children who will occupy then. 


Plans to broaden the work envisage a joint project by the American 
"Baptist Missionary Society, the Christian and Missionary Alliance, the 

Swedish Missionary Society, and the Baptist Missionary Society, London. 
These plans call for the building of 272 additional classrooms over a three 
year period at a cost of $615,000. EPS, Geneva 
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LUTHERANS END WORK ON FOUR-WAY MERGER 


(Chicago) - Five and a half years. of intensive negotiations on a four-way 
merger that will establish the Lutheran Church in America have ended here. 


At its final meeting on May 25 the Joint Commission on Lutheran Unity 
conpleted preparations for the constituting convention of the new church 
to be held in Detroit, June 28 to July 1, preceded by the closing conventions 
of the merging church bodies, June 25-27. 


The historic event will merge the United, Augustana, Finnish Evangelical 
(Suomi Synod), and American Evangelical Lutheran churches into a new denonin- 
ation of some 3,200,000 members - sixth largest in US Protestantisn. 


The 46-menber committee has held 18 one=to-three-day meetings since it 
was organized on December 12-13, 1956. In addition, there have .been 
innumerable sessions of two score sub-committees. EPS, Geneva 


NEW LABOUR CENTRE FOR KYOTO 


(Kyoto, Japan) - Ground-breaking ceremonies have been held here for a new 
labour centre to serve the estimated 20,000 silk-weaving industry workers 
in Nishijin in the north-west section of the city. 


_ The new centre, to be built ata cost of $44,500, will coordinate the 
programmes of the YMCA, YWCA, and other Christian organizations already 
working in the area. 


Plans for the centre were developed by the faculty and students of the 
Theology School and Doshisha University's Sociology Department. Comnittes leader 
was Dr Masao Takenaka, professorof Social Ethics at the University. The centre 
will include .a meeting hall, library, kitchen, clinic, classrooms, and 4 
small tea roon. .. . . 


Purpose of the project, according to a. brochure, is to "witness to: the 
transforning and redeeming power and love of Jesus Christ among the working 
people of. Nishijin".. : . ' _ EPS, Geneva 


NEWS RECEIVED OF ESTONIAN METHODIST CHURCH 


(New York) - First reports in many years from.the Methodist Church in Estonia, 
now part of the Soviet Union, reveal that the church there is still alive and 
growing in membership, according to the Methodist Board of Missions in New 
eLork:. 


The Board said the reports were received by Bishop Odd Hagen in Scan- 
dinavia. In 1961 Bishop Hagen became the first Methodist bishop to visit 
denominational congregations in Estonia in 22 years. 


Since 1940, when Estonia and the two other Baltic republics - Latvia 
and Lithuania - were incorporated into the USSR, there had been almost no 
contact with Methodist churches in those countries. aes Se a 


Bishop Hagen.said the latest information received from Estonia showed 
that the Methodist Church there has been "legalized" by the Russian govern- 
ment and that at a recent conference the denomination approved a new 
administrative set-up. 
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The church is now governed by a body of three clergymen, one of whon-is 
the Rev. Alexander Kuum, newly-elected superintendent. Bishop Hagen said 
that he had received no statistical information concerning the Estonian ~ 
denomination. 


Other reports received by the bishop said that all Methodist work in 
Latvia and Lithuania either has ceased or the former Methodist congregations 
have joined other churches. The one Methodist congregation in Leningrad, 
_it was noted, has joined the Baptist Christian Union. | | EPS, Geneva 


REFUGEES BEING MOVED FROM ELISABETHVILLE CAMP 


(Akron, Pa.) - The movement of thousands of Baluba refugees from the Elisa- 
bethville refugee camp in Katanga, Congo, to South Kasai is now in process, 
according to information received by the Mennonite. Central Committce's 
offices here. The first trainload of 1,028 refugees left the camp in early 
May. Archie Graber, a Committee worker and field director of. the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, is directing the movement of the refugees upon 
request of the United Nations. | 


The refugee camp near Elisabethville was formed last September during 
the fighting in Katanga. About 55,000 refugees from persecuted tribal group 
are in the camp. More than 40,000 of these are Balubas who has been living 
in Katanga but who now want to return to their former tribal homeland in the 
Bakwanga region of South Kasai. EPS, Geneva 


FIRST LAY TRAINING CENTRE PLANNED IN INDIA 


(Calcutta) - Plans for the establishnent of a lay and industrial training 
and study centre have been approved by the Executive Committee of the Bengal 
Christian Council meeting here. 


Blueprints for the centre, which will be the first of its kind anywher 
in”india, call for work, in five major areas: laity, industry and changing 
society, literature, rural life, and home and fanily. 


The programme will include the setting up of training schools outside 
the centre, as well as general courses, particularly for the: layman, at the 
centre itself. The centre also will organize conferences and undertake | 
study and research. It will operate in Bengal and Bihar and it is expected 
a major part of the work will be concentrated in the Damodar valley. ‘This 
area, which is known as "The Ruhr of India", contains more than seventy per 
cent of India's heavy industry, and is the fastest developing section in th 
country. The name of the centre will be The North India Social and 
Industrial Aacadeny. EPS, Geneva 


PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE URGES UNILATERAL DISARMAMENT 


(Prague) - The Advisory Committee of the Christian Peace Conference has 
adopted a resolution advocating that the major powers take unilateral steps 
“towards disarmament by discontinuing nuclear tests and by creating atom | 
free zones in Europe. 


Such unilateral moves are necessary to create confidence because the 
biggest obstacle to peace is mutual distrust, the Committee said. 
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"The only possible road towards reconciliation and strengthening of 
mutual confidence lies through disarmament," it declared. 


"We demand that the atomic powers renounce at once and for good the 
atomic tests and destroy all nuclear weapons." 


The resolution was adopted by delegates to the meeting of the Advisory 
Committee of the conference held last month at Karlovy Vary, Czechoslovakia, 
However, copies of the resolution were made available only this week. (See 
EPS No. 19). 


The resolution said the Committee had no illusions about the difficul- 
ties of achieving total disarmament, but urged that governments should 
"persistently and patiently" try to bring their opposing points of viewnearer 
to,each other and that "all the forces of the world should unite in the 
struggle for peace and justice". 


Tt also urged that the. resources of the United Nations be used "more 
vigorously". ; 


A second resolution dealing with problems of dependent nations and 
development areas underscored the rights of all peoples to become "indepen- 
dent members of the family of free nations. 


'WWe are deeply revolted by the ruthless persecution of the apartheid 
policy in South Africa, by the cruel events in Angola and the reluctance of 
Portugal even to discuss the self-determination of Angola and other Portu- 
guese territories in Africa," the resolution said. 


The Committee also said it was "appalled that there are still Christian 
groups which try to misuse Christianity for defending untenable power claims". 


While missionaries have aided the development of new countries in Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America, it said, "the difficulties of the present situa- 
tion of these peoples have been largely caused by the Christian colonial 
powers. This burden of guilt calls Christians in all countries in true 
humbleness to contribute by practical help towards making good the wrong 
_ done in the past". 


It urged ample technical aid of every kind for newly developing areas, 
but oautioned that "as Christians we should be on our guard lest this aid is 
given with bias and egoistic aims". 


- & communique also issued by the meeting stressed that the Christian 
Peace Conference wishes to develop further cooperation with the churches 
and church agencies working for peace. ee i ee te Geneva 


NEW FELLOWSHIP TQ BE FORMED FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS IN BANGALORE 


(Bangalore) - Plans for a Christian Fellowship of Industrial Workers in 
this South Indian city have been made by a conference of 40 industry repre- 
.sentatives and workers at a meeting sponsored by the Diocese of Mysore of 
the Church of South India and the Christian Institute for the Study of 
Religion and Society. . 


The chief aims of the Fellowship will be to promote contacts between 
Christian workmen employed in industries in Bangalore and to provide oppor- 
tunities for study and discussion of issues concerning the Christian faith 
in relation to problems of factory life. 


__.by the first great church rally of French speaking Swiss Protestants. 
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The Fellowship will also:seek "to bring to bear:the impact of Christian | 
influence, as individuals and asa group, by upholding standards of aati 
conduct in modern industrial culture", and will “eneourage industrial workers | 


to be active in their own churches. 
‘ 
_ A working committee. has been appointed re organize the Pela welll and 


explore the possibilities of finding a full -tine: Gi Pecron ys) EPS, Geneva | 


TANGANYIKAN AND KENYAN CHURCHES TO HOLD JOINT UNITY TALKS 


(Dodoma, Tanganyika) - A major step forward in the church unity novenent. in 
East Africa was. taken here when Tanganyikan church leaders agreed to nerge | 
their. unity discussions with those of a similiar group in Kenya in a confer-| 
ence on "The Quest for Christian Unity" to be Jy ar month in i tess 
Kenya. 


The meeting naned the Rt. Rev. Stephano R. Moshi, Bishop of the Luthera 
Church of Northern Tanganyika, and president of the Federation of Lutheran 
Churches. in Tanganyika, as chairman of a permanent working committee to 
‘carry: discussions further, and to aid in sc aeriachd the od Ty. meeting. 

EPS, Geneva 


_FRENCH-SPEAKING SWISS HOLD FIRST GIANT CHURCH ‘RALLY 


(Lausanne) - Closer cooperation between Protestant churches has been urged 


In a concluding message of the. two-day rally held. here last weekend. 
more than 25,000 participants. ’  S&Lled-upon local churches to develop 
_ united programmes and to gs NE A oa in the ecumenical movement 
for Christian unity. 


They also stressed the need for continued dialogue with the Roman 
Catholic Ghurch and urged that Christians be active in national life. At 
the same time, they said, the churches should provide increased aid. for 
younger churches overseas and towards. the Sigh bee elds nt of countries of rapid 
social change. | 


The message is the distillation of: oe of 2,000 participants who 
met in. ncarly 100 study groups during the first day of the rally. “Their 
study was the continuation of: local ebeoee eroups which have been Bah 

during the past several months. 


eliciting in the Light" was the sree 8 of the. rally which opened Saturda 
June 2, with a series of talks dealing with the theme in relation to psycho 
CRY 5 science, contempora ry. religions, and cul ture. 


On Sunday communion services were held in the. Shur ches of Lausanne, pe 
aboard the boat which- brought participants from Geneya to Lausanne. “Later 
on Sunday morning. 25,000 persons gathered in the city's mammoth Olympic 
Stadium for a-worship service, which, was followed. by speeches by M. Paul 
Chaudet, president of the Swiss Confederation, and Prof.. Henri d'Espine, 
president of the Swiss Protestant Church Federation. 


The rally concluded with a anecalia written drana aN a cast of 300,3 
-entitled "The People Who walk -in the Raciiie hk based on the cies a of the peop 
of Israel. 
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Also organized especially for the rally was an art exhibit entitled 
"Art and Faith". 


Greetings to the rally and wishes for its success were sent in a letter 
by Roman Catholic Bishop Francois Charriére, of Lausanne, Geneva, and Fri- 
bourg. Bishop Charriére cited biblical passages relating to Christian unity 
and said that while "we do not forget what divides us, and we desire to 
remain unshakeably faithful to the truth, we are conscious also of the grave 
duty incumbent upon us to seck everything which can bring us closer together 
> and unite us in our Lord", EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The death of Metropolitan Timothy of Warsaw, primate of the Orthodox 
Church of Poland, on May 20 has been reported by Agence France Presse. He. 
was 70. Metropolitan Tinothy had participated in the Pan-Orthodox Conference 
held last September in Rhodes. The Orthodox Church of Poland joined the 
World Council of Churches at its Third Assembly held last year in New Delhi. 


x * * 


Five US Protestant churchmen have called upon the US and Russia to 
refrain from sending arms to India and Communist China respectively, and to 
» seek a peaceful solution to the "dangerous" border dispute between the two 
Asian nations. The appeal, made in a letter to the New York Times, warned: 
that this country and Russia "would have much to lose and nothing to gain 
by the unleashing of war" in the area. The letter was signed by Dr. John 
C. Bennett, dean of Union Theological Seminary, New York; Dr. Francis B. 
sayre, Jr., dean of Washington Cathedral (Episcopal); Methodist Bishop 
James K. Mathews of Boston; Dr. Walter G. Muelder, dean of Boston Univer- 
sity's School of Theology; and Prof. L. Harold DeWolf of the same theo- 
logical school, 


* * * 


The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal K6enig, recently 
paid a visit to the Ecumenical Patriarch in Istanbul, according to the 
Athens News Agency. The agency said the visit took place on instructions 
from Pope John as "a step towards elecarerrelations between the Catholic and 
Orthodox churches". 

% 3 * 

A shipment of 5,000 pounds of whole milk powder is on its way from the 
United States to help feed some of the thousands of Algerians who have fled 
the civil turmoil in their country. The gift of dairy farmers in the State 
of Michigan to. the Christian Rural Overseas Programme (CROP), through a 


system of authorized deductions from their production, was augmented by 
25,000 pounds of skim milk purchased by the Michigan office of GROP. 


* * * 


The executive committee of the National Catholic Social Action Conn- 
ittee (USA) has called upon the US Department of. Justice to release to the 
public data about communisn in the nation. Among topics that might be 
considered, it said,were: Estimated present membership of the US Connunist 
party, and the number of active Communist front organizations, and an esti- 
mate of their success. 


* * * 
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Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has returned to _ 
Moscow after visits’ to Orthodox leaders in Belgrade and Yugoslavia. While | 
in Belgrade the Patriarch was decorated by Marshal Tito with the Order of 


the Ywoslav Banner with ribbon for his work "in developing and strengthening 
peaceful cooperation and friendly relations between Yugoslavia and the USSR". 


* * * 


The first issue of a new Christian monthly publication has made its 
appearance in South Africa under the title Pro Veritate. An article describ-< 
ing its purpose says it was started because a number of ministers and nenbers 
mainly of the three Dutch Reformed Churches, "have felt the need of a 
Christian monthly paper which would ain at approaching and discussing vital 
problems of the church and the community in the light of the Scriptures". 

It said the new publication also "wishes to meet the decp longing among 

many Christians, both in..the Afrikaans and other Protestant churches, for a J 
deeper unity in fellowship and in the united witness of the various churches | 
through opportunities for discussion on a Christian level". = : 


* * * 


Pope John XXIII has called for an end to bloodshed in Algeria and 
appealed for racial peace there. The plea, made during a general audience 
in St. Peter's, is understood to be directed primarily to European extremists 
in Algeria. 7 


* * * 


Food from the stocks of Catholic Relief Services in Paraguay has been 
made available to. the Mennonite Central Committee for immediate relief to 
Indians in and near the Chaco Mennonite settlements. The food is needed by 
the. Indians because of severe drought conditions in the region. The supplies 
which consisted of US government surplus food, totalled about 25 tons and 
consisted of flour, corn meal, fat, and powdered milk. 


* * * 


'T believe! will be the theme of the Third British Conference of 
Christian Youth organized by the British Council of Churches! Youth Depart- 
nent to be held in Leicester, July 27 to. August 3. Over 1,000 young people 
from the constituent members of the British Council of Churches, together 
with representatives of other churches in Great Britain and many other 
countries, are expected to attend. 


* * * 


Officials of the All africa Church Conference have invited all churches) 
to set. aside Sunday, July 1,-as "A Day of Prayer for Africa”... The appeal ae 
suggests two themes for intercession: prayers for peace and order in Africas 
and "prayers for self-surrender and rededication to the will of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ, that He may be glorified". 


* * * 


The Australian Council of Churches will hold a national consultation 
on migration, July 11-13, in Melbourne. The conference will deal both with 
the problems of refugees and those’ who come to Australia at their own ° 
expense. Churches represented will include the Church of England, Methodist, 
Churches of Christ, Congregational, Baptist, United Evangelical Lutheran, 
Greek Orthodox, Russian Orthodox, Salvation Arny, Serbian Orthodox, and - 
Armenian Apostolic. The consultation is a direct result of the Migration 
Conference sponsored by the World Council of Churches at Leysin, Switzerland, 
in 1961. EPS, Geneva 


APPLICATION FOR PRESS ACCREDITATION 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


August 7-17 
Cité Universitairé (International House) 
Paris, France 


The following arrangements are being made for accredited press and 
broadcasting representatives: 


—— 


A PRESS ROOM will be set-up in a room near the main hall. Press 
releases will be issued daily in English, French, and German. As far 
as possible full texts of speeches and other documents will also be 
made available in advance in French, English, and German, PRESS 
CONFERENCES AND BRIEFINGS will be held as required. 


SOME TYPEWRITERS will be available, However press are urged to bring 
portables with them if possible, TELEPHONE facilities will be available. 


PHOTOGRAPHS will be available during the meeting and can be sent to any 
address on request. BACKGROUND PHOTOGRAPHS are available now from WCC 
Information, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


ALL PLENARY SESSIONS WILL BE OPEN TO PRuSS, subject to the usual rights 


of the Committee and chairman. A special section will be reserved for 
press for these meetings. 


STMULTANEOUS TRANSLATION facilities will be available for the press for 
plenary sessions. Consecutive translation will be provided for press 
conferences and briefings as required. 


Journalists are asked to make their own HOTEL RESERVATIONS. 


Application for PRESS ACCREDITATION must be made in advance by filing 
out the form below and returning it to the World Council. 


Pa a a a at rt ee tat at ae ce oe a a ae 


Press Officer 

World Council of Churches 
Information Department 

17 route de Malagnou 
Geneva, Switzerland 


-Please register me as a press representative for the Wee Central Committee 
meeting, August 7-17, Paris, France, 


Name ° e e « ° . ° * ° ® e . . ° ® * e « . e . a . ° e . * . ° ° * e . . ’ 


Paper or Agency He UrosorTOCMaUng i edbeiie te slice ay MUU MiR ies Rea Oa eds aS ee Bree 


SAE eet ee eee eee Mine, ssh des Saha ath Time en oats 


Do You Require Translation . . into French . . into English . . into German 
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FIGHTING CONGO TRIBES REUNITED IN CHURCH 


(Luebo, Congo) - In the Congo church leaders from tribes that have been at 
war since 1959 have come together in a reunion which missionaries call "a 
miracle". te 


The occasion was the spring synod meeting of the Presbyterian Church 
of Congo, meeting at Bulape, deep in the Kasai Province. A missionary 
described the delegates’ journey to the meeting: 


"Members of opposing tribes, who had not spoken to each other for two 
years, found themselves sitting side by side in the car for several hours 
of travel over rugged roads. The silence was awkward; everyone in the 
car was quiet, for they didn't have much to say to each other." 


Difficult problems faced the delegates. Many small tribes wanted 
their own presbyteries. One large tribe wanted its own synod. Political 
problems and mission-church relationships added to the meeting's complexity. 


At Bulape, "as the meeting progressed, there were tense moments and 
heated tempers at times. Yet far-reaching decisions were made for better 
administrative organization of the church, a committee was set up to con- 
sider:-the establishment of a General Assembly, and many other matters. were 
discussed." . : 
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~The climax came one afternoon. "After the minutes had been read and 
approved, Congolese pastors and elders got up, one after the cther, and 
confessed the collective sins of their tribe and some personal sins. You — 
could feel the presence of the Holy Spirit. This was a truly great : 
religious experience for all who were there. What we had been trying to | 
do for months, the Holy Spirit did within a few minutes. To close the 


meeting we had a communion service with a Lulua, a Mukete, and a Muluba | 
leading. | | 


"After the meeting I couldn't tell a Muluba from a Muena Lulua or a 
Mukete, they all seemed to be so happy to be together again." 


| 

When the delegates left, their reconciliation was spread in local | 
villages. A missionary wrote later, "it was a thrill to see the way the | 
people’ of the different tribes greeted each other... Last April, a year : 
ago, they were fighting each other and burning the villages and killing | 
each other, Now they are together in one presbytery... Since I have been | 


at Luebo, a miracle has taken place." BPS, Geneva. 
US. CHURCHES ENDORSE DISCUSSIONS WITH ROMAN. CATHOLICS. . eaheap ne ene ’ 


(New York) - By unanimous action, the National Council of Churches in the 
USA has expressed its pleasure at increasing evidences of warmer relations 
with the Roman Catholic Church, © Race 


In a resolution addressed to the Council's. church constituencies, its 
policy-making General Board cited examples of recent cooperation. between 
Vatican officials and representatives of Protestant and Orthodox churches. 
It also registered belief and hope that these warmer relations will be 
~"inereasingly reflected". in US church life. 


The complete text of the resolution follows: "Resolved that the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA notes with gratifi- 
cation increasing evidences of warmer relations with the Roman Catholic — | 
Church in many parts of the world, and in particular the sending of obser- _ 
vers from the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity to 
the New Delhi Assembly of the World Council of Churches and the extending 
of invitations. to the World Council of. Churches and to Orthodox and: Pro- 
testant bodies to send delegate-observers: to the forthcoming II Vatican 
Council. The National Council of Churches welcomes: the prospect that . 
these warmer relations will be increasingly reflected in the life of, the 


churches in the United States." 


In another session the 270-member board, which represents 33 Protestant 
and Orthodox churches, authorized plans for a conference of. 500. churchmen 
to discuss issues affecting the churches in their relationships to govern- 
ment, An announcement said the expanding role of government in American 
jife and the need to examine the place of religion in a pluralistic society 
are the causes behind the decision to convene the conference. It ‘is 
scheduled to be held in the spring of 1964 ‘ bette | 


_. The General Board also approved plans for a deputation of. three. rep- 
resentatives of Church World Service, the NCC's relief and rehabilitation 
wing, to visit Taiwan in August to "plan and initiate new programmes" of . 
food and clothing distribution. The agency also announced it will continue 
its present programme of food distribution on the Island through June 30, 


1963. It hag been announced last month that it would discontinue its mass 
feeding programme. (See EPS No. 18) EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN COUNCIL REJECTS CHURCH MERGER PLAN 


ee ST 


(Calcutta) - Plans for proposed church mergers in North India, Pakistan, 
and Ceylon have been rejected here by the Calcutta Diocesan Council of the 
Church of India, Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon (Anglican), a diocese of one 
of the. bodies involved in the unions. ) 


This action by the Calcutta diocese is considered significant since 
the Bishop of Calcutta also is the Metropolitan of the Anglican body. 
The diocese's decision, however, does not reflect the views of the entire 
church whose General Council is expected to act on the mergers in 1963. 


The mergers would result in the formation of the United Churches of 
North India and Pakistan, and the United Church of Lanka (Ceylon). 


The North India and Pakistan scheme would be a union of the Anglican 
body, Methodist Southern Asia Central Conference, British and Australian 
Methodist Conferences, Church of the Brethren, Disciples of Christ, Council 
of Baptist Churches, and the present United Church of Northern India. 


In Ceylon the Lanka Church would combine Anglicans, Baptists, Metho- 
dists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists. EPS, Geneva 


POLISH NEWSPAPER ASSAILS HIBRARCHY!S CAMPAIGN AGAINST ATHEISM 


(Warsaw) . Atheists will not be harmed by prayer, the Polish Communist 
newspaper Zyoie Warszawy has claimed in a sarcastic reply to a joint 
pastoral letter by the country's Roman Catholic hierarchy calling upon the 
Henge faithful to pray for the return of atheists to God. (See EPS 
No. 21 


Dismissing prayer as of little importance, the journal lashed cut at 
the hierarchy and particularly Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland, 
for inoiting "intolerance" and creating division in the country between 
believers and non-believers, 


While admitting that charges against the church of "mediaeval prac- 
tices" might be a bit strong, the paper charged that religious soil is a 
fertile growing area for the "fruits of darkness and backwardness", 


The pastoral letter, which was signed by the cardinal and the country's 


64 other bishops, was published over government objections. It appealed 
to Polish Catholics to launch a nation-wide prayer campaign during the 
Octave of Pentecost to combat the spread of atheism. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES CONSIDER PLAN FOR CHINESE REFUGEE CHILDREN 


(Perth) - The Western Australian Council of Churches will convene a meeting 
of clergy and laymen of the major Protestant churches, members of the Society 
of Friends, and representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, to discuss 

what approach should be made to the Australian government to bring Chinese 
children into the country. 


The Rt. Rev. Keith Dowding, moderator of the Presbyterian Church in 
Western Australia, has indicated that his church is considering plans to 
accommodate Chinese child refugees in one of the church's children's homes. 
The church has two such homes, but both are empty because of the policy cf 
the state in arranging foster homes wherever possible. EPS, Geneva 
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ARCHBISHOP INTEGRATES ATLANTA DIOCESAN SCHOOLS 


(Atlanta).- Students will be admitted on a non-racial basis next September 
to Roman Catholic schools in. the archdiocese of Atlanta, Georgia. 


The Most Rev. Paul J. Hallinan, Archbishop of Atlanta, told the! he 000 
Catholics in the archdiocese of the change in a letter read at churches and 
missions and published in the church bulletin. - 


He said “the action "protects that freedom of choice which is the right 
of Negro parents and children as Catholics and Americans", He expressed ~ 
confidence that communicants would remain "loyal and firm" during the ..:* 
change-over. ; 


In a news conference the Archbishop said he did not know how many of 
the eighteen elementary and five high schools in the archdiocese would be 
affected immediately. kat ad 


The institutions, all but five of which are in dintarenmpiltanea Ai Tantely 
have ‘an errollment of 8,000 students. “ Ahout 735 of them are Negroes. — 
The archdiocese encompasses 71 counties in central and northern Georgia. 


Before high school registration closed April 9, ‘the Archbishop ‘said, 
Six Negroes applied to attend the eighth grades of previously white schools 
in the next term. He said high school transfers would be limited by lack 
of space. be Ry 


Elementary “school ‘registration will end on July “15: Parents may 
enroll Catholic pupils “either in a4 ‘parish school previously open to Negroes, 
‘or an the’ ‘school of “the ‘territorial parish where they now reside", the 
Archbishop said°in “the letter. He noted that all Negroes ‘lived ie 
parishes. eet ald 


, Archbishop Halliman is the sesond Catholic: Archbishop in the deep South — 
- order school desegregation throughout his see. The Most Rev. Joseph F Francis 
Rummel, Archbishop of New Orleans, announced in April that church institution 
in that area would take the step in September. (See EPS No. 1 bie ; 


Archbishop Rummel later published a declaratory sentence of excommuni- 
cation against threé segregationists for having attempted to provoke dis- 
obedience of the policy. The development of similar militant opposition 
' here is considered unlikely by church officials. 


Token integration of public schools in Atlanta was carried out last yea 
when nine = Negroes were admitted to four previously white high schools. The 
process is expected to be extended next fall. ad 


The New York Times commented editorially that "Atlanta has a strategic 
meaning for. the South" and that "if integration can proceed there At can 
proceed in the rest of Georgia, and in the rest of the South", ~ 

EPS, Geneva 


“SPANISH GOVERNMENT DENIES BAN ON BROADCASTING OF MASSES 


(Madrid) - The Spanish government has denied that it gave orders to suspend 
broadcasts of Masses from Roman Catholic churches on Sundays and other 


cocasions, according to: “Agence France- Presse. 


The agency quotes ‘@ government spokesman as saying no such orders aad 
ever been given. Earlier reports claimed the. government had cut off the 
broadcasts because officials were angry about a sermon broadcast from a 
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Barcelona church, May 27. The sermon was said to have dealt with "social 
problems" centring on lahour-management relations as pointed up hy striking 
mining and industrial workers in the northern part of the country. 


In another development in the increasingly tense strike situation last 
week, the Bishop of Madrid, Dr. Bijo Garay, was reported ta have suspended 
six priests from saying Mass and from other ecclesiastical functions 


apparently because of their too open encouragement of the strikes. One of 
those suspended is Father Torella, one of the clerical heads of the Spanish 
Catholic workers! youth movement, Another is the parish priest of Villa- 


verde, a new industrial suburb five miles south of Madrid. 


A priest of the Spanish armed forces Chaplain-General's Department, 
holding a rank equivalent to that of captain, was arrested on May 15 at 
Barcelona on an allegation that he was the secretary of the "underground" 
Communist party in the Valencia area. He will be tried by court martial. 
HPS, Geneva 


™ 


"SECULARIZATION" SEEN WHAKENING EAST GERMAN CHURCHES 


(Bern) -. The forces of "secularization", not the pressures from the State, 
are the main reasons for the weakoning and decline of church life in Kast 
Germany, according to a report published in the Bern daily, Der Bund. 


The article confirms that there is a lack of interest in church life 
as Bast German state authorities claim, but says the government's anti- 
church drives cannot take the credit for it. Rather, it claims, it is 
characteristic of the general "movement away from the churches" throughout 
Burope. ; . 


The author of the article, Dr. Rudolf Sandmeier, an historian who 
teaches at a boys! college here, and who recently visited the East Zcne, 
reports that pressures against the church are as strceng as ever and that it 
requires the determination of a 'resistance fighter" to stand up to them. 

He reports that religious instruction has been "sabotaged, and that Christian 
confirmation has "a great rival" in the state youth initiation ceremonies. 
Further, he reports, jobs requiring a Marxist profession of faith are auto- 
matically closed to Christians. 


The article pays tribute to the "brave missionary work" of the church 
which is struggling "to keep afloat" through community visitation, Bible 
classes, youth camps, lay seminars, and similar programmes. iwi 


People who demand that the church should stand up more forcibly to 
government demands, he writes, don't understand the difficulties of the 
situation. "Tt is no betrayal of the Christian faith if pastors dcn't 
cpenly and constantly condemn the State system or if they do not demand 
that their flock pray in seclusion for its downfall. 


"Those who accuse the church in the Hast Zone of. a half- hearted, 
ingratiating attitude should remember that East Germans are making sacri- 
fices'and suffering to such an extent that it is only fitting for us, in 
the face of this bravery, to start by listening in silence before speaking 


in judgement." . . EPS, Geneva 
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GUATEMALAN PROTUSTANTS UNITE FOR MASS EVANGELISTIC EFFORT 


(Guatemala City) - In Guatemala more than 95 per cent of all Protestant. 
groups are being mobilized for a massive year-long evangelistic effort, 
according to the press service of the National Association of Evangelicals 
(USA). | Despite the irregular curfews; military rule, and other diffi-- 
culties caused by current political unrest, more than 4,300 daily or weekly 
“prayer groups have been organized and the whole programme is moving ahead 
“on schedule, the service reported. i 


Barly this month twe additional phases of this naticnal evangelistic 

campaign were started as Guatemalan Christians began house-to-house visita- 
tion: throughout the entire country. Local churches also are holding evangel- 
istic campaigns with special stress on reaching unchurched relatives. 
Still to be held are regional evangelistic campaigns in the .larger-centres 
before the whole effort closes with a huge crusade in the capital city in 
November. The first two months of next year wili be devoted to follow-up 
of the new eonverts. 


This "evangelism-in-depth" campaign is under the joint leadership of 
the Latin America Mission and national church leaders. They report a-~ 
great enthusiasm among both the Indian and the -Latin churches and that - 
"missionaries,-pastors and even laymen are fired with zeal and cooperating 
wholeheartedly in the programme". . 


To coordinate the campaign efforts more than, 26,000 copies of a 
Special newspaper are distributed bi-weekly in all participating churches. 
Leadership training classes are also being held in-all major cities for 
‘pastors and key laymen. They in turn will be able to teach other 
Christians in methods of evangelism, visitation and Christian growth. 

EPS, Geneva 


! KERALA YOUTH DEPLORE CASTE AND "CLASS consctousimss"' 


(Kerala, South India) - The Youth Conference of the Central Kerala Diocese 
of the Church of South India has adopted a statement deploring "all forms 
.of caste and class consciousness whether they be the continuance of trad- 
itional patterns or the development of new forces". : % 


‘The statement arose out of a discussion about a large group of 
Christian. converts from Hinduism who wish to establish a separate diocese 
in the church because they consider the present diocesan leadership too. 
liberal. 


The statement said: "The conference is aware of the strength. and 
momentum of the Separation Movement among the backward section of the. 
diocese, While declaring unequivocably that separation in the church on 
the basis sf caste is never the Christian answer, the conference realizes 
that as a church we have failed to witness to our oneness in the fellowship 
cf Christ, and’ also to recognize the legitimacy of many of the demands 
voiced by the movement". | pmsl bse 


The Kerala Christian Council, the regional unit of the National 
Christian Council of India, has appointed a committee to study the 4 
problems of caste in the Kerala churches. EPS, Geneva 


LOW-CHURCH ANGLICAN GROUP ASKS "PROTESTANT UNITY" EMPHASIS 


(London) - Anglicans should concentrate on consolidating and strengthening 
Protestant unity first instead of trying to talk union with the Roman 
Catholic Church, the Church Society, organ of the "low church" wing cf the 
Anglican Church of England, has declared here. 


In a pamphlet entitled "At the Crossroads", the sosiety said: "Union 
with Rome is at present out of the question, except for those who wish to 
jettison the truths so hardly won at the Reformation. 


"The Vatican is certainly interested in unity", it continued, "but the 
Pope has clearly shown that union with Rome will mean unconditional surrender. 
It will mean, in fact, repenting of the Reformation and our Biblical heritage." 


The society was disturbed last year when the then Archbishop Geoffrey 
Francis Fisher of Canterbury visited Pope John XXIII at the Vatican. 
Commenting on this visit, the society said: "From Rome's side, it was no 
discussion between equals, for they see him (Dr Fisher) as a layman and a 
heretic". 


The Society was formed in 1950 from a merger of two evangelical Church 
‘of England groups - the Church Association and the National Church League. 
It is pledged to work for the "true revival of spiritual religion" in the 
Anglican communion. ; : : EPS, Geneva 


YOUTH FESTIVAL WILL SEEK TO CURB CLERGY'S INFLUENCE 


(Moscow) - The Summer Festival of the Communist Youth Organization (Komsomol) 
in the Estonian Soviet Republic will be dedicated to the organization's - 
"struggle against the influence of churchmen". 


Radio Moscow admitted that clergymen had been "ell too successful" with 
youth in Estonia. It said young people had been "drawn to churches, 
especially for the so-called confirmation ceremony", which is "very pompcus 
and attracts youth by its showy interest in the individual". 


"The individual", the broadcast claimed, "fails to understand straight 
away that he is called upon then and there to renounce participation in 
social life for mere pomp." | 


Radio Moscow said that the Youth Organization had inaugurated its 
Summer Festival in 1957 to combat the attraction of confirmation ceremonies. 


The radio claimed that in the first three years the Festival had 
succeeded in reducing by 50 per cent the number of young people confirmed 
in Estonian churches. It closed its broadcast by urging Komsomol members 
to become more active in persuading Estonian youth to give up religion. 

EPS, Geneva 


SCANDINAVIAN AND BAST GERMAN IG ADERS MEET 


(Erfurt, Fast Germany) - Some 50 East German and Scandinavian theologians 
and church leaders have met here for the Convention of the Northern Churches. 
Topic of the meeting, which has been held annually since 1950, was "The Life 
01 the Christian in the Light of the Resurrection". Participants were 

about equally divided between those representing churches in Norway, Sweden. 
Denmark, and Finland, and those coming from the eight Evangelical churehes 

in East Germany. 


“so sthein application, are: 
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Discussion topics included baptism, communion, and the witness of 
Christians in their daily lives. Following the meeting the Scandinavian 
delegates visited church institutions and congregations in Bisenach, 

ees pease Leipsig, Dresden, mike gd cee and Greifswald.. 
“Ed EPS, Geneva 


US YOUTH TO STUDY IN BRAZIL 


(Garanhuns, Brazil) - Nine US youth will go to fash oat next year. in the _ 
interior cf Brazil, under a new "Brazil familiarization course" Bpondored 
by the ‘Presbyterian U.S. (Southern) North Brazil Mission. 


‘The college-age young people will be students at the Fifteenth ety 
November School (Colegio Quinze de Novembro) at Garanhuns, a city in north- 
east Brazil 150 miles from Recife. The school is coeducational, with more 
than 700 primary.and secondary school students ranging in age fon By UO wo 
years. It was founded and is operated by the North Brazil Mission. 


The young people will live in the school dormitory with their. Brazil- 
ian classmates, and will study Portuguese, Brazilian history, geogrephy, and 
economics, the history of Protestantism in Brazil and some elective courses. 
During. the summer vacation, which comes in December, January and: February 
in Brazil, they will visit Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Brasilia and a number — 
of towns and villages in the interior. Throughout their stay they will 
give at least two hours a week to church and mission work. EPS, Geneva 


MISSIONARY STRUCTURE OF CONGREGATION UNDER. STUDY 


(Geneva) - A meeting to establish a Western European working group to study — 
"The Missionary Structure of the Congregation" has been held at the World 
Council of Churches' Ecumenical Institute, at nearby Bossey. Sixteen 
theologians, sociologists, professors, and others attended. Chairman of 
the. meeting was Dr. Hans Margull, executive secretary of the WCC's Depart- 
ment on Evangelism, which organized the meeting... 


Topics under: discussion included the ee atone between theology 
and sociology; the "givenness and historicity, of .the: Church"; cane yeve 
of making the Gospel known in a socially changing. society. oe 


The study parallels discussions, under way by North American headed ae 
Similar groups: will- also. be: set up in the. near future in Asia, Africa, and 
Latin. America. An international meeting of all the study groups is sched- 
_uled in the spring of 1964. ‘: ‘+ BPS, Geneva 


FIVE USSR CHURCHES APPLY FOR WORLD COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 


tee nr enna NE 


(Geneva) - Five churches in the USSR have applied for membership in the 
World Council of Churches. Their applications will be considered by the 
Council's policy-making Central Committee at its annual meeting August 7- 
17 in Paris. 


: The Russian Orthodox: Church became a member of the World Council at 
its Third Assembly held late last year in New Delhi, India. 


The five churches seeking membership, in the order of the date of 
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The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Latvia 

The Armenian Apostolic Church 

The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Hsthonia 

The Georgian Orthodox Church 

The Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR 


The applications for membership gave the following information: 


Latvian Lutheran Church: The application signed by Archbishop D. 
Gustav Turs and Dean Peter Kleperis, a member of the Praesidium of the 
Supreme Church Council, states the church has a membership of about 
500,000 persons, including children. It has 115 clergy, 15 deans, and. 
20 candidates for the ministry who are studying in Riga. The church 
recently sponsored publication of a new edition of the New Testament in 
Latvian. 


Armenian Apostolic Church: The application from the Supreme Patriarch 
and Catholicos of the Armenians, Vazken I, states that the church traces 
its history from Rye tess 4g lie. vale bat includes five dioceses in the USSR, 
the Armenian Patriarchates of Jerusalem and Constantinople and the Cathol- 
scosate of Cilicia (including three dioceses in Lebanon, Syria, and Cyprus), 
and dioceses in Iran, India, Iraq, Hgypt- Greece, Bulgaria, Rumania, 
Western Europe, North America, including a separate diocese in California, 
and in Mexico and South America, and pastorates in four other centres. 
Membership is given as 4,500,000 of whom 1,400,000 live outside the USSR. 


Esthonian Lutheran Church: The application from Archbishop J. Kiivit 
says the church has about 350,000 members, 148 parishes, 114 pastors and 
27 deacons and preachers. It also operates a Theological Institute. 


Georgia Orthodox Church: The application from Catholicos-Patriarch 
Ephraim II traces the history of the church to the fourth century. It 
states the church has seven bishops, 105 priests, 80 parishes and two 
monasteries and two convents. It also operates a publishing house. 


Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the USSR: The application 
signed by Union president J. Zhidkov and its general secretary A. Karev 
traces the origins of the Union to 1867. The Uninn has 545,000 members, 
5,545 churches with the same number of pastors, and 32,270 preachers. 


The general secretary of the World Council of Churches, Dr. W.A. 
Visser 't Hooft, visited Armenian, Latvian, and Baptist churches when he 
was in the USSR in December, 1959. EPS, Geneva 


WCC DELEGATION REPORTS ON USSR VISIT 


(Geneva) - A six-member staff delegation of the World Council of Churches 
has returned tc Geneva following a twelve-day visit in the USSR as guests 
of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. (See EPS No. 
20) Upon arrival here the following communiqué was issued: 


"Our delegation from the staff cf the World Council of Churches has 
been visiting the Church of Russia since June 1. This is the first dele- 
gation to visit the Church of Russia since that church joined the WCC at 
the Third Assembly in New Delhi last November. 


The delegation has received a warm welcome in visits in Moscow, 
Zagorsk, Tallinn, and Leningrad. Two members visited Dbilissi, capital 
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of Georgia. The purpose of the visit has been to become more fully 
acquainted with church life in Russia, and to discuss with church leaders 
the ways in which the Church of Russia may contribute to the -thinking and 
programme of the WCC. Theological questions and the role of the WCC in 
matters pertaining to peace were discussed. A number of points of 
historical, cultural, and national interest were visited, and the delega- 
tion was impressed with the strenuous efforts of the people of Russia to 
build a new society. is 2 


The delegation has been deeply impressed with the vitality of the © 
leadership and of the congregations of the Church of Russia. On many © 
occasions visits were made to large congregations in cathedrals ag well as 
to those in small.churches... The Spiritual strength of the people was _ 
particularly impressive." Sehr Fie 


The members of the delegation were Dr. Robert 8. Bilheimer, associate 
general secretary and director of the Division of Studies;-.Dré-Leslie E. 
Cooke, associate general secretary and director of the Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World nervice; Dr. Hans H. Wolf, director of the 
WCC's Eeumenical Institute; the Rev. Roderick .French, executive secretary 
of the Youth Department; Mr. Philippe Maury, director of the Department 
of Information;. and Mr. Rudolph Kunett, consultant to the director of the 

Division of. Inter-Church Aid. } EPS, Geneva 


ITALIAN YOUTH HAIL ECUMENICAL SPIRIT 


(Rome) - The fifth Protestant Youth Congress meeting here has called for 
organic union of Protestant churches in Italy. 


A resolution.said that most of the factors separating ‘the Protestant 
churches have lost their significance. They urged that the Federal Council 
of Italian Evangelical Churches begin planning immediately for a meeting to 
discuss church union. ; 


Participants in the Congress representing the Baptist, Waldensian and 
Methodist Youth Federations, also welcomed thé growing ecumenical spirit 
and particularly the increased participation of Orthodox.churches in the 
World Council of Churches. | | 


They hailed the interest of the Roman Catholic Church in the ecumenical 
movement, but expressed concern about further visits by Protestant leaders 
to the Vatican, because, they said, such visits "are never returned and 
cannot therefore be interpreted in spite of the intentions of those who 
have made them, in any other way but as visits of homage, implying a tacit 
recognition of the guidance of the Roman Catholic Church". et, A; 


_ They also recommended that any Protestant observers to ‘the forthcoming 
Second Vatican Council should be sent by the World Council of Churches, and 
not by individual denominations. EPS, Geneva 


BAST GERMAN OFFICIALS SEE NO "OBJ4CTIVE GROUNDS" FOR Nes OLS" 


(Berlin) - The opinion repeatedly voiced in Bast German newspapers that 
those called to military service have no valid reason for refusing to serve, 
apparently reflects the official position of the Bast German government. 
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‘This becomes clear from a report on talks with government officials 
held by two Evangelical church leaders in Bast Germany, Bishops Mitzenheim 
and Krummacher, to discuss questions of military oaths and conscientious 
objectors. 


‘The Bishops said in a report of the ae as which was held in Macht) 
put issued here just last week, that although the government officials. 
acknowledged that the rights of religious liberty, freedom of conscience 
and the free exercise of religion, also apply to the conscripted soldier, 
"objectively speaking there are no valid reasons for withdrawing from the 
active defence of East Germany". 


The report quotes the government officials as saying that a distinct- 
jon must be made between pacifism which is inspired by "true religious 
conviction" and pacifism which stems from "adverse political sentiments" 
or from attempts to sabotage the defence of the Bast German Republic. 


The topic is a live issue in Bast Germany because of the introduction 


of conscription last January 24. Some Bast Germans have protested openly 
in television panel discussions, : EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


Gains in membership, baptisms, and. churches of the Portuguese Baptist 
Federation have been reported in Zurich by Dr. Erik Ruden, Huropean 
secretary of the Baptist World Alliance, following a visit to that country. 
He said: that during the last year there were 84 baptisms and two new 
churches were established. The federation now has 1,100 members in 23 
churches, 16 ministers, and two full-time lay pastors. 


* * * 


The Church of England will appoint a full-time recruiting officer ina 
drive to enlist more men for the ministry. The Bishop of Guildford, Dr. 
George Reindorp, chairman of the recruitment committee, said the drive 
will seek to have more sermons preached on the need and that posters will 
be sent to every boys! secondary school in the country. Copies of an 
illustrated booklet entitled "You", outlining the duties of a clergyman, 
also will be sent to every parish and all senior schools. 


* * * 


A sudden halt in the delivery of US produced Sunday school literature 
to Assemblies of God churches in Cuba is the first break in their mission- 
ary work since Castro came to power, workers on the island report. This 
stoppage has necessitated the mimeographing of literature to keep work cf 
the Sunday schools in operation. It is thought that the materials are 
being held in customs where it is being read before being sent on to the 
churches. 


* * * 


Restoration of St. Thomas's Church, Leipzig, East Germany, is nearly con- 
pleted, according to the Hast German Press Agency. (Allgemeine Deutsche 
Nachrichten Agentur). Workers are removing layers of paint covering 15th 
century frescos on the ceiling and walls and generally refurbishing the 

. building. . 
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To commemorate the bi-centenary of the birth of William Carey of 
_Serampore, the great pioneer missionary and. Bible translator, the Bible 
Society of India and Ceylon has set up a fund to train Indians for the. 
continuing task of Bible translation. Dr. A.E. Inbanathan, general sec- 
retary of the Bible Society, announcing the fund, said it was made possible 
by the help of a friend in Great Britain. “Scholarships will be available 
for study of the Biblical languages and "modern linguistics in its bearing 
on translation into tribal languages". : By 

* * * 


The general council of the World Evangelical Fellowship has announced 
it will move its headquarters from the United States to London, England. 
It also will establish regional offices in Asia, Africa, and Latin Amerioa 
to encourage and extend fellowship and cooperative efforts among evangeli- 
cals in their respective parts of the world. The WEF general council. is 
made up of delegates representing fellowships and associations of evan- 
gelical churches in various parts of the world. 

x * * 


Fifteen projects related to churches and missions in Africa, Asia and 
the Far East, costing an estimated 53,762,091, have been initiated by the 
Lutheran World Federation's new Community Development Service during its 
first year of operation. Fourteen of the projects have been adopted for 
financial support by welfare agencies of either the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKID) or the Swedish Lutheran Church. The 15th is the largest 
effort on the list - the $3,000,000 Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Céntre 
in Tanganyika - which is being Supported by the German and Swedish agencies 


and other Lutherans abroad and in the United States.’ - 


* * * 


Richard Cardinal Cushing, Archbishop of Boston, has proposed that 
Catholic professional people take a leading role in promoting greater co- 
operation between members of different religious bodies "for the good: cf ; 
the community welfare". “Speaking at the eleventh biennial convention of ; 
the National Council of Catholic Nurses, Cardinal Cushing chided Catholic ; 
nurses for failing to invite similar organizations of Protestant nurses’ to 
the convention. He said other Catholic councils for professional people, ~— 
youth, and lay men and women, as well as the nurses! units, need to broaden 
their contacts with non-Catholic groups. 


* * * 


A draft constitution for the proposed National Council of Churches in 
‘the Philippines has been approved by a committee of seven persons repres- 

enting the churches that have indicated interest in such a council. ia 

the constitution is approved by a convention made up of representatives of 
these churches, the new council will replace the present Philippine Feder- 
ation of Christian Churches. A basic objective of the proposed cotincil y 
is the promotion of ecumenical interest among churches and their members. 


* * * 


_ Approximately $20,000 was collected in Geneva in one day as the result 
ef a joint campaign by Geneva Protestants and Roman Catholics to buy some 
160,000 quarts of milk for North African children. Slogan for the cam- 
paign read: "One frane (25 cents) - two litres (two quartg) milk — three 
days of life for a starving chilé in North Africa", EPS, Geneva 
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18 US RELIGIOUS LEADERS URGE FOOD FOR CHINA 


(Nyack, ets) - Bighteen US religious leaders sponsored an appeal to 
clergymen of all faiths to sign a petition to the White House calling on 
the US to make some of its surplus food available for people in Communist 
China. | 


Issued by the Fellowship of Reconciliation here, the appeal declared 
that "when human beings are hungry it is the responsibility of other 
human beings to do their available best to supply them with food". 


This aid must be furnished, it said, "not when some Christians are 
hungry, or when some democrats are hungry, or when some of the population 
of the free world are hungry, but when human beings are hungry". 


"hs religious persons, we believe it is the special responsibility 
of those who worship a God whose nature is compassion and concern." 


Those signing the appeal as individuals included: Dr. Henry J. 
Cadbury, honorary chairman, American Friends Service Committee; Dr. 
Henry H. Crane, minister emeritus, Central Methodist Church, Detroit, 
Mich.; Rabbi Abraham L.. Feinberg, vice-president, Canadian Campaign Tox 
- Nuclear Disarmament, Toronto, Ont.; and Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor, 
Christian Century, Chicago. Also Dr. Frank C. Laubach, New York, .noted 
literacy expert and missionary; retired Episcopal Bishop W. Appleton 
Lawrence, Cambridge, Mass.; and Dr. Howard Schomer, president, Chicago 
Theological Seminary. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC OFFICER DEDICATES UNITY CHAPEL 


(Coventry) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World 
Council cf Churches, questioned whether "even after forty years of ecu- 
menical endeavour our churches have really understood how central, how 
indispensable unity is in the life of the Christian Church", He spoke 
after woe the Chapel of Unity at Coventry Cathedral. (See EPS 
No. 20 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that there is "a great deal of lip-service" 
to Christian unity, but that "many of us are wishing unity but not the 
neans of it". 


"It is a solemnizing thoughts that, while in Asia and North America 
the churches have real achievements in church union to their credit, this 
is not the case in Europe. With all our many attempts ... we do not 
seem to have the energy to overcome the obstacles which present -themselves 
on the road", he added. 


Nor can Western Christians be happy about. their role in relation to 
younger churches, Dr. Visser. 't Hooft said. "Too: often, our attitude has 
had. a.discouraging rather than an encouraging effect on their. efforts to 
find that unity. which they need so badly for the accomplishment: of their 
evangelistic task." or. ; + 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that "the chapel we dedicate today is built 
in order to serve as a constant reminder that we are called to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit". 


' -The-chapel, which will provide a place of worship for all.Christians, 
is separate from the cathedral, but linked to it by a short cloister, so 
that "the air breathed in the cathedral may be the same as that in the 
chapel", The ground design is shaped like a star, with. the elevation 
Shaped like a Crusader'!s tent. In the floor are mosaic designs of the 
Symbols of the four evangelists and the Signs of the five continents. 
“Dominating the chapel is a thirty-foot cross in black... The Bible is 
placed on a orystal table, beneath which is the symbol of the Holy Spirit. 
Together they indicate that the Pilgrim People of God, as Symbolized by 
the Crusader's tent, in mourning for the division of the Church, as _ 
indicated by the black cross, unéer the authority of the Word, as symbol- 
ized by the Bible, and in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, carry the | 
Gospel: to: the five continents, as symbolized by the designs in the floor. | 
Iingraved in a threshold stone are the words: "That they may: all-be one". 
From the door of the chapel may be seen the baptistry of the cathedral, 
indicating the unity of Christians in baptism, but the altar, the place 
at which the People of God are divided, is not visible. EPS, Geneva 


CONCERN HXPRESSED FOR KIDNAPPED MISSIONARIES 


(New York) - Grave concern over ‘the fate of the three kidnapped mission- 

aries in Viet Nam and the 150 leprosy patients who fled the raided mission 
leprosarium near Banmethuot has been expressed here by Oliver W. Hasselblad, 
M.D., president of American Leprosy Missions. (See EPS No. 21) 


The missionaries, Dr. B. Ardel Vietti, Rev. Archie: Mitchell, -and 
Daniel. Gerber, were bound and taken on May 30 during a raid on the lepro- 
Sarium by a Viet Cong guerilla band. 
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At the same time, reports said the patients were ordered to leave the 
hospital and return to their homes. About 150 are, now said to be wander- 
ing in the: wild area of the central highlands. 


Located 150 miles north-east of Saigon and about seven miles from the 
town of Banmethuot, the leprosarium is a joint enterprise of American 
Leprosy Missions, the Christian and Missionary Alliance, and the Mennonite 
Central Committee. It treats about 250 resident patients and more than. 
1,000 in outlying clinics and villages. Despite recent. stepped-up commu- 
nist activity in the area, Dr. Vietti and leprosarium assistants had been 
making regular visits to these outside villages before the May 40th raid. 


Dr. Hasselblad, who recently visited the leprosarium, said that most 
of the leprosy patients, who are tribal hill people, suffer from crippling 
foot ulcers and other serious deformities. He expressed fear that a long 
period without treatment would cause serious relapses and a spread of the 
disease. ine 


Recent news stories report that nne hundred patients remain in the 

- leprosarium.: According to the reports, four American nurses who took . 
refuge in the town of Banmethuot, are travelling under heavy military 
escort the seven miles back and forth to the leprosarium to treat the 
remaining patients. ORG EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE TRANSLATION ANNIVERSARY MARKED IN MADAGASCAR 


(Tananarive) - The 127th anniversary of the publication of the complete 
Bible in Malagasy was celebrated at an open-air service held here last. 
week. The event was part of a major effort being made by churches and 
mission groups throughout the island to encourage the commemoration of 
the date. . 


Early missionaries to the island reduced the language to writing.and 
translated and printed the entire’ Bible within only fifteen years of. . 
arrival. ed . : 


Because of the unfriendly attitude of the reigning monarch the ‘total 
work of printing the first edition of two hundred copies was accomplished 
on a hand-press. by the missionaries and their wives. Within a very shcert 
time open persecution caused the missionaries to leave and the church to 
go into hiding. During a period of some thirty years it was the Bible 
which kept the church alive and on the return of the missionaries after 
the death of the persecuting monarch they found many more Christians than 
before they left. It is said that the missionaries had been asked 
by the monarch to make soap, previously unavailable in the island, and it 
was this short period during which they experimented in snap-making which 
enabled them to finish their work on the Bible. EPS, Gerleva’ 


WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS REACHES ONE-THIRD OF GOAL tag ee 


WORLD YOUTH PROJECTS REACHES ONB<Thins ss . 
(Geneva) - Youth groups around the world have subscribed nearly $16,000 - 
or more than one-third of the goal of the 1962 World Youth Projects, a 
youth inter-church aid programme through which funds are channelled frem 
young people in one part o the world to help their contemporaries in 
another. oN 
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A total of $43,477 is being sought this year for 43 ecumenical projects 
in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, and North America. The programme 


~ is jointly sponsored by the Youth Department of the World Council of 


Churches and the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
_ Association. 


“Punds are allocated for specific projects which are described in a 
manual distributed annually. Projects on this year's list range frem 
payment of the salary for a youth secretary in Central Africa; to aid for 
“a journalism workshop in the Philippines; +o construction of a youth 
centre in Norway; and to support for a programme to help teen-age drug 
‘ addicts*in New York City. In all funds are sought for work in 25 countries 
In many cases "receiving countries" are also "sending countries", 


The importance of the programme is not only in the work whicna the - 
funds enable groups to do, says Miss Lucy Griffiths, secretary for the 
programme, but in the exchange of information and development of concern 
for others. 


World Youth Projects was begun in 1951. An announcement at that time 
appealed for "at least a million young people and their leaders in a common 
expression of dedication and action ... to give at least one dollar each 
(for) projects for united Christian youth action in the local community, 
the nation, and the world". |. EPS, Geneva 


REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA REJECTS MOVE TO END WCC MEMBERSHIP 
A A CC CTE eee AER SEe es aes 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - The General Synod of the Reformed Church in 
America rejected here a motion that it withdraw its membership from the 
World Council.of Churches. ., 


An "overture" from the Classis (region) of South Grand Rapids, Mich., 
had asked the synod to "give careful consideration to the advisability of 
withdrawing... from the World Council of Churches because of admission to 
membership of the Eastern Orthodox ohurches whose theological pesitions 
are clearly inconsistent with the statement of faith of the WCC itself, 
and of the Reformed Church in America". 


The synod accepted the recommendation of its overtures committee -that 
it take no action on this proposal. It also refused to accept the-.charge 
that the Russian Orthodox Church, which was admitted to membership in‘the 
WCC at last year's Assembly in New Delhi, is completely controlled by the 
soviet government. 


,commenting on this charge, Dr. M. Verne Oggel of Glen Rock, Node 
chairman of the overtures committee, said the Russian government had done 
"everything it could to erase the Russian Church". The church, Dr. Oggel 
Said, has survived "only because she has stood up to persecution and 
refused to sell out her Lord". 


Another objection raised by the Classis of South Grand Rapids was 
that Orthodox churches refer to Mary as "the Mother of God". Dr. Oggel 
contended that the Council of Caleedon also used this phrase. He also 
pointed out that Mary was the mother of Christ whom the. Creed calls "very 

God of very God", 


Dr. Oggel noted that the Reformed Church has been "ecumenical partners 
with the Orthodox churches in America for years". He asserted that the 
value Orthodox churches place on ecumenical relations "shows that its brand 


of catholicism is much further from Rome's than formal declarations reveal", — 


¢ 


j 
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In another session the church took a step forward toward union with 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (Southern) by adopting a recommendation 
that it explore the possibilities of merger with that body. 


Although the Southern Presbyterians at their May meeting had endorsed 
a proposal for increased cooperation with the Reformed Church, this marked 
the first time that the possibility of an eventual merger had actually 
been mentioned. vase 


The Reformed Church Synod first approved a resolution outlining areas 
of "common concern" in which cooperation between the two denominations 
could be broadened. 


In another session the synod approved remarriage of divorced persons 
when circumstances justify such weddings. It said that a divorce "often 
serves as an effective school ... inasmuch as the majority of persons who 
are divorced and remarry make a good marriage on the second try". 


The lengthy report by the Christian Action Commission also endorsed 
Bible reading and the recitation of prayer in public schools. 


In other actions the synod reaffirmed its support of "responsible" | 
planned parenthood as a "God-given blessing", and a voluntary total 
abstinence from liquor, and urged the preservation of the principle of:7 
collective bargaining in labour. 


The synod also called on denominational local churches to support and 
use a "Covenant on Open Occupancy", a statement on unsegregated housing 
adopted at last. year's meeting, and to increase their aid in resettling 
Cuban refugees. | EPS, Geneva 


GEYSER DENOUNCES MOVE TO "NATIONALIZE" CHRISTIANITY 


(Capetown) - Any attempt to "nationalize" Christianity would result in. 
reducing Christ ta a "tribal god", Professor Albert S. Geyser cof Pretoria 
told a. student rally at Capetown Uaimerar ty. 


Speaking on "Christian Nationalism and Academic Freedom", he declared: 
"T am filled with apprehension that two words of honourable a EEE Bee - 
Christian and national - have been gradually turned into an hyphenated 
slogan to serve as a powerful tool of party politics". 


He Penued ‘that all nationalisms “harbour sizable amounts of hatred - 
hatred of other races and other nations linked with fear". a 


Dr. Geyser, a: prominent theologian and strong opponent of south 
Africa's racial segregation policies, was recently named to the chair of 
divinity at the University of Witwatersrand, one of the most liberal in- 
stitutions of higher learning in this country. (See EPS No. 20) 


-He has been expelled as a minister and member of the Dutch Reformed 
Church of Africa (Nederduits Hervormdekerk van Africka) after being con- 
victed of heresy by a synodal commission, However, it was widely felt 
that he was actually condemned for opposition to his church's suppcert of 
Scuth Africa's segregation stand. EPS, Geneva 
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ADMITTANCE ASKED OF CHINESE REFUGEE CHILDREN INTO AUSTRALIA 


(Perth) - Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders here have petitioned the 
Australian government to relax its "white Australia" policy to allow for 
the admission of Chinese refugee children into the country. 


The decision was made at a meeting organized by the Western AND Fe 
Council of Churches (See EPS No. 22). 


The move has been sharply criticized by the West Australian, Perth's 
leading morning newspaper. The paper said: "It is essential to consider 
dispassionately a matter which would involve a radical departure from 
migration policy". It asked: "Should we take children from Hong Kong in 
preference to orphans from Britain who would benefit from an Australian 
DRE SRELHET | iaary a 


No indication of government reaction has been received. However, 
church leaders said they are making plans to put the programme into effect 
immediately if aware should be given. | : EPS, Geneva 


IRISH PRESBYTERIANS REAFFIRM WCC SUPPORT 


(Belfast) ‘= The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has overwhelmingly re-- 
affirmed its membership in, and support of, the World Council of ‘Churches. 
Its General Assembly .accepted a report of its Committee on Inter-Church 
Relations recommending continued WCC membership, 


*- Phe committee has been studying the church's affiliation with the :WCC 
since a group of ministers last year demanded that the denomination with- 
draw from the international body on the grounds that membership was "in- 
consistent with Reformed teachings". 


In its report, the committee asserted that the ‘ohurdlt s membership 
did not endanger its traditional Reformed and: pease lhe aes at witness eet the 
world, but rendered it more effective. : 


A proposal that the report be submitted to the denomination's 
presbyteries) and” pe Const Gered again next year by the haiti She | obs HELE 
was rejected. ; 


Immediately after. the reaffirmation vote, a group of ministers 
carrying anti-WCC signs picketed the Assembly. They were led by the 
Rev. Ian R.K. Paisley of the Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster, which 
was formed by clergymen who broke away from the Irish. Presbyterian Church. 


At a foreign missions session the Assembly received.a report: from 
the World Presbyterian Alliance urging that Presbyterian and Reformed 


churches "must undertake, or. ae hele discussions with the Oma Catholic 
church", ns . 


"The calling of the Second Vatican Council is an event which the 
Reformed churches cannot ignore", the report declared, "Sympathetic 
and discerning theological study of the meaning of all these developments 
for Reformed churches, and the ecumenical movement as a whole, isasi- 
responsibility which the Reformed churches must take seriously." | ‘i 

EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH REFORMED CHURCHES APPROVE DUAL MEMBERSHIP 


(Maastricht) - Simultaneous membership in two Dutch Reformed churches has 
been approved for three persons by the governing bodies of the two churches. 


The churches involved are the Christian Reformed Church (Gereformeerde 
Kerk) and the Dutch Reformed Church (Hervormde Kerk). The decision, the 
first of:its.kind, was made after long deliberations between leaders of 
the two churches. . 


The three persons concerned had asked for dual membership as a means 
of expressing concern for the separation of the two churches which have 


been divided for 70 years. Church circles in the Netherlands are reported 
watching developments closely to see if other churches will follow the 


example. EPS, Geneva 


FORD FOUNDATION MAKES GRANT FOR AFRICAN CONFERENCE 


(New York) - The Ford Foundation has made a grant of $50,000 to the 
Division of World Mission and Zvangelism of the World Council of Churches 
to help with costs of a conference on education in Africa. The confer- 
ence will be held December 29, 1962, to January 10, 1963 at the University 
College in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, under auspices of the All-Africa 
Church Conference. 


Purpose of the conference will be to reassess the role cf churehes 
and missions and seek to formulate afresh in African terms the Christian 
concept of education in light of the new programmes being developed by 
UNESCO and other agencies, and in their relations with governments. 


The 120 participants will inelude educators, special consultants 
from Africa and overseas, and representatives of national Christian 
councils. Preparatory papers have been written by Dr. Donald M!Timkulu, 
Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, secretary of the Provisional Committee of the 
All-Africa Church Conference, and Professor W.R, Niblett, dean of the ~ 
University of London Institute of Education. EPS, Geneva 


NEW PRESIDENT OF INDIA STRESSES FREEDOM OF RELIGION 


(New Delhi) - The philosopher-statesman Dr. Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, on 
assuming his new cffice as President of India, called upeon the Indian 
people to preserve the nation's traditional "hespitality te varied beliefs" 
and "freedom from the tyranny cf dogmas which has been the secret cof our 
strength". 


"Tn national concerns we adopt democracy net merely as a political 
arrangement, but. as a moral temper", he said. 'We realize that freedom 
has: ne meaning save in the context of equality and that there can be no 
equality without economic justice. These ideas of freedem, equality, and 
justice are not possessions te be defended, but goals to be reached." 


He reminded the nation that "the absolute sovereign nation-state is 
outmoded", and declared that India must put world security above national 
security. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC NAMES NEW STARE MEMBER 


(Geneva) 2 ches Rev. William H. Clark, rector of Trinity Church, Protestant 
_.upiscopal, in Concord, Massachusetts, has been appointed to the staff of 
_ the World Council of Churches in Geneva, Switzerland, 


He will be associate secretary in the Department cn Co- soperation.. cof 
Men and Women in Church, Family, and Society, the WCC department which. 
seeks to help churches a8 other bodies to work towards better cooperation 
between men and women and to promote the common service of both in church 
and society, so that both can make their full contribution. Mlle. 
Madeleine Barot of the Reformed Church of France heads the department. 


From 1951 to 1962 Mr. Clark was rector of Trinity Church in Concord. 
During this period, he was chairman of the Ecumenical Relations Committee 
of his diocese and a member of the study committee on ee for the state's 
churches. 


He also was Had nee of ae diocesan committee on refugees, His 
church in Concord has resettled refugees from seven different countries. 
He has attended assemblies of the National and Worle Councils of Churches. 


He received his A.B. degree from the University of Michigan, attended 
Chicago Theological Seminary and received his Bachelor of ‘Divinity degree 
from Episcopal Theological School, Cambridge, Mass. He’ graduated from 
Yale, Divinity School with a Master of Sacred Theology degree and did post- 
graduate work at St. Augustine's College, Canterbury, Fngland. “Mr. Clark 
was. a delegate to the World Conference of Christian Youth. in Amsterdam, 
Holland, in 1939. 


(Photo of Mr. Clark available upen request from Information Department, 
wWceC, 17 route de Malagnou, Fash NSE Switzerland, or WCC, ae Riverside Drive, 
New York, USA.) Fags Beh, 


US PRESBYTERIANS SCHEDULE MISSIONS CONSULTATION 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The Presbyterian U.S. (Southern) Board of World’ 
Missions has asked both representatives of "faith" missions and of ecumeni- 
cally-related mission boards to attend a world missions consultation tc be 
held in October. 


The consultation will explore current problems in missionary strategy 
and seek directions for the future of the Presbyterian ane ce overseas 
missionary work. : 


An announcement said invitations were extended this spring . ee witery 
divergent organizations engaged in the world mission enterprise, and that 
acceptances are pouring. int, " 


eiga  6 will be a free aht open  SOnmeERL GaN the Board's executive 
secretary, Dr. T. Watson Street, explained. "We have invited representa- 
tives of denominational missions and of faith missions, representatives. of 
World Council churches and of nen-World Council churches. 


"We stand ready and eager to listen to the insights of all who are 
seriously engaged in the world mission of the Church." 


"We believe that in this daring and difficult consultation we can make © 
a@ contribution to the whole missionary enterprise", Dr. Street said, "as we 
seek earnestly for ourselves and others that guidance that will better en- 
able us to be God's missionary community". EPS, Geneva 
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CCSA NAMES NEW SENIOR STAFF FOR WORK IN ALGERIA 


(Geneva) - The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria, the new ecumen- 
ical body brought together by the World Council of Churches and serviced 

by its.Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, announced 
a number of senior staff appointments when it met in Geneva on Tuesday, ~~ 
June 19. These are: é euannadtty 5 


Rev. Alan Rosengren, a Lutheran minister from Sweden, who will 
currently run the CCSA office in the WCC headquarters at 
Malagnou. Mr. Rosengren is already in Geneva. 


Rev. Charles Harper, of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
who has been serving in Marseilles with CIMADE, the ecumenical 
service agency of Protestant and Orthodox churches in France. 
Mr, Harper was recently married and is going home to the USA 
on leave. He will join the CCSA senior staff when he returns 
to Europe in September. 


Mr. Philippe Jordan, a French Protestant layman who is at present in 


Algiers. 
The specific duties which the senicr staff will undertake will be 
designated after the director of CCSA has been appointed, The Executive 


Committee expects to name the director shortly. 


Meanwhile, Miss Veronique Laufer, CIMADE's associate general secretary 
in Paris, and Miss Denise Dubcscq, who has worked for three years in-Algiers, 
have been released by CIMADE to help in the selection and orientaticn of 
100 men and women whom the committee plan to send to Algeria as field staff. 


These candidates include nurses and health workers, teachers, agri- 
culturalists, and social workers. They are being recruited by churches in 
many countries and the agencies cooperating with CCSA. They will undertake 
a coordinated programme of Self-Help Projects approved by the Algerian 
authorities. 


The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria has been formed to mark 
the solidarity of Christian compassion towards those in need as the country 
begins, in its new era of independence, to build itself up after seven years 
of destructive warfare. 


The committee is appealing to the 197 member churches of the WCC for 
$1,400,000 to finance its first year's work and provide the emergency 
material aid that will be necessary: Already $324,091 has been sent or 
promised in response to the appeal. For the material-aid programme; 
Germany has contributed medicines and tents to the value of $25,000, and 
Denmark has contributed $5,000 worth cf milk. 


In addition, the Lutheran World Federation has undertaken to raise 
$500,000 for CCSA's budget and the Swedish churches hope to raise $200,000. 


Cash so far contributed amounts to $145,761, and includes contributions 
from Germany (approximately one-half of the total so far), and from Austra- 
lia, Canada, Denmark, Great Britain, Holland, New Zealand, and the World 
YMCA. sen 


At Tuesday's meeting Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of DICARWS, stressed 
that the committee had reached a turning~point. The preliminary stage of 
building up an operational organization had passed and they were now ready 
to carry out a coordinated programme. It was agreed that a plan of action 
should now be prepared in consultation with the Algerian authorities and 
with the Christian community in Algeria. EPS, Geneva 
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HIERARCHY'S LETTER ABOUT VATICAN COUNCIL WITHDRAWN 


(Rome) - The Italian translation of a pastoral letter written by: the Dutch 
hierarchy about the Second Vatican Council has been withdrawn from. circu- 
lation from a bookstore operated by the Salesian brothers here, according » 
to KIPA, the international Catholic press ageucy. The agency said the 
store was asked to turn over all unsold copies to the ‘head of the order in 
Turin. 


Bousihie reasons for the withdrawal were examined by Professor Je 
Groot, chairman of the St. Willebrord Society, a Roman Catholic organizatior 
in the Netherlands. Speaking on a Roman Catholic-sponsored television 
programme, Professor Groct said that while "we have no certainty concerning 
the reasons for the withdrawal, the supposition is justified that the actior 
is based on a thinking in accordance with a certain 'handbook mentality' 
in matters of relations between the Pope, the bishops and the believers". 


Professor Groot said that he had encountered this ‘handbook mentality' 
"again and again" in meetings with Italian theologians and that he supposed 
it to be typical cf Roman theology concerning the Primate. if this+ie se, 
he said, it is understandable that it was not considered desirable to 
publish the new or different understanding contained in the Dutch hierarchy' 
letter. | EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN FREE CHURCH APPROVES MERGER AGREEMENT WITH ALC 


(iitnneapoites - The Lutheran Free Church (LFC) has voted 530 to 112 to 
approve an agreement to merge with the American Lutheran Church (ALC). 


if similar action is taken by the ALC at its convention October 16- bin 
in Milwaukee, the union will be consummated February 1, 1963.- J : 


The ALC was constituted here in April, 1960, through. merger of. the. 
former American, Evangelical, and United Evangelical Lutheran Churches. . 
It has more than 2,360,000 members. 


The LFC, with some 90,000 members, had conducted three referenda among 
its congregations on whether to join the ALC. The first two were narrowly 
defeated, but the third approved entry into the union and authorized pre-. 
paration of the articles of union. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS IN MADRID OBSERVE PRAY@R FOP UNITY WEEK 


(Madrid) - Six Protestant congregations in Madrid observed June 4-9 as the 
Week of Prayer fer Christian Unity... It was the first time the churches 
have been able to unite in such an observance. Participating were con- 
gregations of the Evangelical, Baptist, Pentecostalist, Episcopalian, and 
Brethren churches, 


A spokesman said, "it is hoped that the close ties which already unite 
Protestant churches in Spain will be strengthened by this joint prayer for 
unity". EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD CONSULTATION ON INTER-CHURCH AID TO MEET IN DENMARK | 


(Geneva) - For its first consultation since New Delhi, the WCC Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee,.and World Service has called together 150 
representatives fe bin more than 40 countries. They will meet at Nyborg 
Strand, Denmark, June 27 - July 3, 1962. ” " 


It will be a world consultation with church representatives from such 
countries as Burma, Korea, Egypt, Uganda, Puerto Rico, Chile, Peru, Haiti, 
Finland, and. -Portugal. The Russian Orthodox Church, which joined the WCC 
last November, | will be represented for the first time at an ICA consultation, 


and there will also be representation from Eastern Burope. 


Churches from the USA, Britain, France, Holland, Germany, India, 
Pakistan, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark will all take vere in the meeting. 


Pifteen church service agencies, including Church World service, 
Lutheran World Federation-World Service, the World *tudent Christian IFed- 
eration, the YMCA, and the YWCA, are sending participants. World Council 
staff from seven divisions and departments will be present. 


‘The title of the consultation is: "What Makes Christian Service 
Distinctive?". This theme will be examined in three major. addresses. to 
be given by: Dx. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the general assembly 
of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA and chairman of the Divisional 
Committee of DICARWS; Mr. Korula Jacob, India, Secretary of the National 
Christian Council of India; and Dr. Heinrich Hellstern, director of the 
Swiss Evangelical Churches! service agency, Hilfswerk,. 


The consultation will work through committees and sections. The 
committees will report on issues raised by continuing needs, new areas of 
service, and new forms of service. The sections will discuss service as 
witness; stewardship and mutual responsibility; and the significance of 
ICA in the ecumenical movement. 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of DICARWS, will wind up the consultation 
on the evening of July 3 with a speech in which he will summarize the 
discussions and the trends these have brought out. 


A feature of the consultation will be Bible studies each morning on 
the sacramental life of service. These will be conducted by the Rev. - 
Paul Verghese, who arrived recently in Geneva to take up his appointment 
as associate general secretary of the WCC. vay EPS, Geneva’ 


GERMAN COURT RULES ON CHURCHES' RIGHT TO STATE INFORMATION ABOUT MEMBERS 


(Breunschweig) - The Regional Court of Braunschweig, West Germany, has - 
ruled that it does not represent a violation of personal privacy for. state 
officials to provide information to the churches about their, members. 


‘The court said that there is no reason why the state should seek to 
obstruct the church from obtaining information about records of births, 
deaths, or marriages, even in the case of mixed marriages... The «ruling 
is expected to have an important bearing on the work of Protestant churches 
in providing spiritual care for its members who have married Catholics. 

EPS 
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ICA SECRETARY REPORTS ON VISIT TO HUNGARY 


(Geneva) - Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, World Council of Churches Inter-— 
Church Aid secretary for Europe, has reported on his return here from a 
13-day visit in Hungary that worship services and Bible study classes were 
generally well attended, and that the work of preparation of men for. the 
various ministries of the Hungarian churches is "yroceeding well". 


Dr, Williams, who made the visit at the invitation of the Hungarian 
Ecumenical Council of Churches, visited with Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist, 
and Methodist leaders, both individually and in a session of the Ecumenical 
Council. During these talks, he said, they exchanged information about 
the work of the World Council and the Hungarian churches and the manner in 
which the Hungarian-churches are meeting some of the challenges they face. 


At the conclusion of his visit he was received by Vice-President 
Miklos of the State Office for Church Affairs, and discussed a number of 
topics with him. 


Dr. Williams also visited theological seminaries at Budapest and 
Debrecen and a number of church-related welfare institutions. He said he 
was particularly impressed with the work these institutions are doing for 
mentally retarded children. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Protestant theologian Professor Paul A. Tillich has been named to a 
new chair established at the University of Chicago Divinity School. The 
75-year old German-born theologian has been a lecturer at Harvard Univer- 
sity Divinity School for the past seven years. The new chair was 
established by an investment banking firm, the John Nuveen and Cc., and 
will bear the name of the founder of the firm, the late John Nuveen. 


* * * 


China's Communists are turning to the Bible to increase their know- 
ledge of the Tibetan language, according to a report received by the 
American Bible Society from Bishop Chandu Ray, first Pakistani bishop of 
the Anglican Church. The Communists have bought large quantities of a 
new Tibetan language Bible, Bishop Ray says, in order to learn the 
language of the country they have conquered. 


x * * 


M. Louis Lecoin, 74, editor of the monthly Liberté, who has been on 
a hunger strike since June 1 to protest the imprisonment under French law 
of conscientious objectors, has now been moved to a hospital. There are 
between 150 and 150 "COs" in French prisons. According to the Paris ies 
daily, Le Monde, the government will present a bill’ to the next session 
of the French Parliament to provide for alternative services for persons 
who do not wish to do military service for reasons of conscience. In. the 
meantime, Le Monde said, action is expected to be taken to cut the maximum 
penalty for "COs" from the present five years to three years, or to. half 
the length required for military service. wom . 


* * CA 
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Swedish missions and government officials have met in Stockholm to 
discuss how they can better keep each other informed of their programmes 
of aid in under-developed countries. Twenty-five mission leaders 
attended the meeting which was called by the government's Committee. on 
International Aid. 


* * * 


The Sister Formation Conference, an organization devoted to the 
spiritual and educational development of Roman Catholic nuns in the United 
States, will soon include three communities of Episcopalian sisters. The 
Conference announced that three groups of Episcopalian nuns have been 
attending its workshops and that it is planning a training programme 
"adapted to the Episcopalians' spiritual, apostolic, intellectual, and 


professional needs", 


* * * 


The Student Christian Movement of Great Britain and Ireland has 
announced the appointment of Bishop Ambrose Reeves, former Bishop of 
Johannesburg, as its general secretary. The appointment will take effect 
on 1 September, 1962, but the bishop will begin to serve the movement . as 
general seoretary-elect from July 1. Dr. Reeves was deported from South 
Africa in September, 1960, for his. vigorous opposition to the government's 


_ apartheid policies. 


* * * 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Canada has post- 
poned for another year a decision on whether to open formal conversations 
with the United Church of, Canada. The proposal from the Presbytery of 
Victoria, B.C., for talks to "create better mutual understanding" was 


‘referred to the Committee on Inter-Church Relations which will report to 


next year's Assembly. 
He he ode 
Fifteen hundred Christians of different confessions attended a service 


of prayer for the unity of the Church in the Great Chapel of St. Mark's 
College, Alexandria, Egyut. The Coptic Orthodox hierarchy was represented 


by Kommos Basilios Iskak, Also present were Stefan Sidarouss, the Roman 
Catholic Patriarch of the Copts, and three Greek Orthodox bishops. 
* % * 


Some 20 ate rey and journalists representing a score of churches in 


Ghana and Nigeria are enrolled in a Christian writers! course being held 


in Lagos under auspices of the Christian Council of Nigeria. Director. 
of the course is Bengt Simonsson, a Swedish Methodist missionary, director 
of the African Writing Centre, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, which has 
arranged the programme. 


* Gib Oe 


Two Canadian Baptist pastors will visit Russia in response to invi- 
tations from the Baptist Union of the USSR. The two are the Rev. Leland 
Gregory of Toronto, general secretary of the Baptist Convention of Ontario 
and Quebec, and the Rev. R.F. Bullen, general secretary-—treasurer of the 
Baptist Federation of Canada. 
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The Representative Assembly of the Mar Thoma Church has resolved to 
college a fund of Rs. 300,000 ($ 63,830.00) from members of the church in 
connection with the Jubilee in 1964 of the consecration of the present 
Metropolitan to the episcopate. Part of the fund will. be used as the 
church's contribution towards construction of a theological college in 
Kerala, The college, which will offer a Bachelor of Divinity degree, 
will also be supported by other churches. The fund alsu will be used to 
establish an institute to train evangelists. ’ 


Tene, UI descr 


_ Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the Central Committee 
of the World Council of Churches, has been awarded an honorary degree. of 
Doctor of Divinity by Princeton University. The citation called the. 61- 
year old Lutheran churchman, who is president of the United Lutheran Church 
in America and of the 50,000,000-member Lutheran World Federation, "one of 
the foremost churchmen of our day". Dr. fry holds 18 other honorary 
degrees... . (cay 


er ts * 


The Church of Sweden has announced it will allocate 240,000 Swedish 
Crowns. ($46,560) for relief work in South India. The amount is in addition 


. to its already scheduled.overseas aid budget of 8,000,000 Crowns me 
($1,552,000). The South Indian programme will be aimed at improving living 
standards in 238 villages by setting up home industries and providing agri- 
cultural training, 


eat eis x 


"Christ andthe Revolutionary Process" will be the subject of a:con- 
ference to.be held July.22-29, by the Evangelical Confederation of Churches 
of Brazil in Recife, which is located in the drought-stricken northern.area 
of the country. It will be the fourth national study conference 1 9G. 
series sponsored by the Confederation in cooperation with the Department 
on Church and Society of the World Council of Churches. 


an oe *& 


‘ By ordinance of the Malagasy government the former Chapel Royal in 
Tananarive is to be restored for use as a.chapel. | Ever since the French 
annexation of the island in 1895 the building has been used as a. museum 
together with the other ancient buildings within the precincts of the 
Royal Palace. The church, which was designed by one of the early artisan 
missionaries of the London Missionary Society, was built by Royal decree 
of Queen Ranavalona II who laid the foundation stone in 1869.. The build- 
ing, which holds from 150 to 200 persons, was intended for the exclusive 
use of the Royal family and for a few other families of princely: blood. - | 
The church will be re-dedicated at a special service June 24.to mark the . 


second anniversary of Madagascar's independence. 


* * 


y Christian unity was the topic of the first address ever made by a 
Roman Catholic priest at St. Paul's Anglican Cathedral, Melbourne. 
Pather E.J. Stomon, Secs, dean or Newman College, Melbourne, spoke before 
a throng of 1,400 persons from the steps of the chancel. The talk was one 
of a series in which non-Anglican clergymen will speak about Christian 
unity before Anglican congregations. invitations to speak have been 
accepted by Presbyterian, Methodist, and Church of Christ ministers. 


coh) Bras * 
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YMCAs around the world have raised $11,118,692 towards a goal of 
$16,000,000 in a "Buildings for Brotherhood" campaign for 116 building 
projects in 33 countries. So far 26 building projects have been com- 
pleted and construction is under way at 52 other sites.. ..Of the total 
given thus far, more than half has come frem "Ys" outside North America. 
It is hoped'to raise the remainder of the funds sought by the time of the 
plenary meeting of the International Committee of YMCAs of the US and 
Canada to be held in September. 


* * * 


The Malankara Syrian Christian Association, the Supreme Representative 
(general) Assembly of the Orthodox Syrian Church of Malabar, South India, 
has elected the eldest Metropolitan of the church, Ougan Mar Themotheus as 
successor to the Catholicose of the church. The meeting took place under 
the chairmanship of the present Catholicose who wanted his successor to. be 


elected while he was still living. The election, which was unanimous, was 
made at the recommendation of the Episcopal Syned and the church!s Managing 
Committee. The Catholicose is the supreme administrative head of the 


Orthodox Church of South India, which accepts the spiritual supremacy of 
the Patriarch of Antioch. 


* * * 


“Approximately 40 persons from the United States, most of them college 
students, will take part in a Methodist church-sponsored study-travel 
seminar July 15 - September 2, in nine Luropean countries. Main purpose 
of the seminar, which will include 20 days in Russia, will be "to learn 
more about the possibilities and limitations in communication between 
‘Christians and Communists". Seminar theme will be "A Study of Marxism 
and Leninism as Expressed in Contemporary Community Life". ne 


5 SANE Sa 3 


Members of a sect of Exclusive Brethren - an extremist group among 
the hundred thousand. Brethren in Britain - are reported to be leaving the 
movement "in thousands" because of new decrees forbidding them to have any 
social contact with members of their own families or relatives who are not 
members, according to. The Guardian. More than 8,000 members have left - 
or have been expelled from ~ the London Brethren, one of three sects within 
the Exclusive Brethren movement, in recent months. The Exclusive Brethren 
came into existence in 1848 when the Rev. J.N. Darby, a former Anglican 
curate who founded the Plymouth Brethren in 1830, broke away with many of 
his followers from what he claimed was a developing spirit of clericalism 
among the Brethren. 


* eS Bess 


A permanent ecumenical centre has been established by the Roman | 
Catholic Church in Montreal, Canada. A spokesman said it will make 
official contacts with Protestant churches and discuss the problems of 
unity at basic local levels. Meetings of theologians of the two con- 

fessions have already been scheduled by the centre. “; 


* * * 


The Norwegian Lutheran Mission will soon open a combined agricultural 
and vocational training school for youth in Ethiopia. The students them- 
selves are doing some of the construction work for the new buildings. 

Last year they made all the furniture and equipment needed for the 
mission's schools and hospitals in the area. 


COE ten 
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Official celebrations of the sixth centenary of the Venerable English 
College, the oldest Roman Catholic English institution existing abroad, 
have begun in Rome. The College was founded as a hospice for pilgrims 
in 1362 to provide accommodation for "the poor, infirm, needy, and 
wretched persons from England". It became a college in 1579 and more 
than half of present English Roman Catholic bishops are former students. 


I Oe 


Metropolitan Jerzy, Archbishop of Lodz and Poznan, has been named 
Metropolitan of Warsaw and primate of the Orthodox Church of Poland, 
succeeding Metropolitan Timothy, who died May 20, according to Agence 
France-Presse. The agency said the enthronement probably will not take 
place before August 1. Metropolitan Jerzy was born in 1900 at St. 
Petersburg and went to Poland in LoVe He became Bishop of Lodz and of 
Poznan in 1948 and was named Archbishop in 1957. 


* capa tic 


The National Council of Churches (USA) has announced the opening of 
a United Nations office which will be "a working centre and symbol" of 
Protestant and Orthodox concern for the UN. The new centre is temporarily 
located at the Carnegie International Centre, but will be moved into the 
United Nations Church Centre being built by the Methodist Church when that 
building is completed some time next year. . 


Ae ae 


The newly-constituted eommittee of the Church of Greece for relations 
with other churches has appointed a two-member sub-committee to study the 
question of the possibility of the church's sending observers to the 
Second Vatican Council. Final action will be taken by the Holy Synod or 
the church's Assembly. An announcement said thus far the church has not 
received a formal invitation tc the Vatican Council. 


AN ie * 


The Rev. James Oglethorpe has been appointed vice-principal of the 
Mindolo Hoeumenical Foundation, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. Mr. Oglethorpe 
spent three years (1957-1969) in Kitwe as a minister of the local Dutch 
Reformed Church, In 1961 he did post-graduate work in theology in the 
Netherlands and at the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, 
near Geneva. — 


Zoe Cae eer 


Churches in Papua will form an autonomous church to be known as the 
Papua Ekalesia, it was reported to a recent meeting of the London Mission- 
ary Society. The Society's first missionaries went to what is now Port 
Moresby in 1874 where they found "a primitive and savage people, in con- 
stant warfare, headhunters, and cannibals", "Now", an announcement said, 
"just 88 years later the new church comes into being comprising the very 
tribes which were sworn enemies and separated by language". 


—— 


EPS, Geneva 
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“COTA CONSULTATION SUPPORTS NON-ALIGNED POWERS MEMO 


(Geneva) - Strong support of the Memorandum on the cessation of nuclear 

. weapons testing submitted by the Hight Non-Aligned Nations of the UN 
Committee on Disarmament, now in recess, has been given by an international 
meeting of churchmen held here under auspices of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), an agency of the Yorld Council - 
= Churches. 


Some thirty paEtionpanue in a three- -day Consultation -on Peace and 
Disarmament, the first of its kind ever held under WCC sponsorship, -advo- 
cated that the Non-Aligned Powers Memorandum "be used as a rallying point 
for a resumption of negotiations and as a basis for agreement" when the UN 
Committee reconvenes in July. 


Consultation participants, who attended in their personal capacities, 
came from Burma, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Hungary, India, Nether- , 
lands, Poland, Sweden, the UK, the USA, and the USSR. In addition several 
WCC staff members participated. 


A statement issued by the Consultation which was held here last week, 
declared it was "favourably impressed by the constructive approach" of the 
Memorandum and viewed it as providing "a possibility of ... a first step" 
towards the goal of disarmament. 
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Speaking of the cessation of testing, the statement declared that: 
"Progress toward agreement will become possible only if the major powers dn 
not insist »n positions previously held and, in the light of the Hight- 
Power Memorandum, are prepared to adjust their positions in the interest of 
reconciling differences." 


Participants included; Archbishop Nikodim, director of the Office of 
Foreign Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church; Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, permanent representative of the Patri- 
archate to World Council headquarters in Geneva; Professor Alexandre F. 
Shiskin, of the USSR; Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, CCIA chairman; Mr. 
Michael Howard, lecturer on military science at the University of London; 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New York, CCIA director; Dr. Vernon L..Ferwerda, 
professor of Government at Trinity College, Hartford, Conn., (USA) Dr. 
Josef L. Hromadka, dean of the Faculty of Theology of Prague; Mr. Korula 
Jacob, general secretary of the National Christian Council of India; Dr. 
Hifan Rees, CCIA representative inBurope; and Dr. C.L. Patijn, chairman 
of the Dutch Commission on international Affairs. 


Noting that the Eight-Power Memorandum has been accepted as "a basis 
for discussion by the three nuclear powers concerned! (ise UK, USSR, and 
USA), the statement urged Christians to "draw the attention of their res- 
pective governments to the Memorandum and ask them to take it with the 
utmost seriousness", 


The consultation statement alse called for an immediate treaty to 
cease nuclear weapons testing "with provisions reasonably to ensure that 
Signatories will honour their commitments". It said this "should be 
urgently pressed both because it igs important in itself and because it may 
offer & promising starting-point for disarmament". ake . re 


It urged that "if there is no better way out of the vicious circle of 
nuclear testing, the (Eighteen-Nations) Committee should give serious 
attention to a proposal before it that a date be specified on which a 
tréaty would gc into éffect after which no more tests should be conducted". 


The consultation drew up its statement after hearing discussions of 
the positions on. disarmament by representatives of the three powers and on 
behalf of the non-aligned nations. . ay bias 


The speakers were Mr. Alexander Akalovsky of the US Delegation; sir 
Michael Wright of the UK Delegation; and Ambassador Semyon Tsarapkin, of 
the USSR delegation. . ; on 


Baron H.C. von Platen, of Sweden, discussed the Non-Aligned Nations 
Memorandum. 


The speakers appeared at different sessions. 


The consultation statement also pointed to the need for "a. deéper 
dialogue in all problems dividing the great Powers". It said that the 
"dialogue" at the consultation had persuaded participants:of the "import. 
ance and necessity of further consultations of this kind" as a means of 
helping "to eliminate many misunderstandings and fears, and (strengthening) 
confidence between the nations", : . EPS,. Geneva 


(See Document of full statement appended. ) 


(Photos of conference available from WCC Information Department, 
17, route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.) 


‘ 
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SOUTH INDIAN CHURCHES MOVE TOWARDS UNITY 


(Bangalore) —- Representatives of the Church of South India and five 
Lutheran churches in South India have taken important steps towards their 
eventual goal of the formation of a new United Church. (See EPS No» 33; 
1961.) . 


Members of an Inter-Church Commission in three-day session here 
unanimously adopted a draft statement of faith, and approved a litany. 
which they recommended for immediate use in their respective churches. 
They also received a preliminary draft of.a Common. Catechism which will 
receive further study and revision before being submitted to the churches. 


The lengthy six-point statement of faith will now be submitted to the 
governing bodies of the negotiating churches and if they approve will be 
incorporated into the constitution of the United Church. 


The Commission also outlined several practical measures to be taken 
in the interim, including the setting up of a regional inter-church 
committee in each of the four language areas of South India to "take 
steps to promete mutual fellowship, understanding and cooperation between 
the ministry and members"-of the churches involved. 


It further advocated joint evangelistic work, periodic united services, 
frequent interchange of pulpits and cooperation to avoid duplication in 
pastoral and institutional work. 


In an action dealing with "the shape of the church" delegates recorded 
their convictions on two important points. These were: (1) that all 
ordained ministers of the uniting churches must be accepted as ministers 
of the United Church without any kind of further ordination; and, (2) that 
provision must be made for receiving after union into the ministry of the. 
United Church, without further ordination, the ordained ministers of all 
the parent churches. 


Joint chairmen of the meeting were Bishop H. Sumitra of the Church of 
South India, and Bishop R.B. Manikam of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 


Commission actions were taken on recommendations cf committees set up 
at the Commission's last meeting held in August, 1961. . 


Representatives of the two churches have been holding discussions 
since 1948. Eight years were devoted to an examination of basic Christian 
doctrines with a view to seeing if there were any fundamental differences 
in dogma which would keep their churches apart. 


At the conclusion of the eight years the representatives arrived at 
an agreement that noe such fundamental differences existed and that the 
next step was to bring about closer fellowship, with the ultimate goal 
being the formation of a new United Church. 


The actual work of drafting a constitution will be begun by the next 
meeting of the Commission scheduled January 9-10, 1963, in Bangalore. In 
the meantime a study will be made of the constitutions of the churches 
involved. A statistical survey also will be made of their membership, 
programmes, and geographical situations,with a view to working out the 
administrative areas. 
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The Church of South India is itself a union of three churches, the 
Anglican, Methodist, and the South India United Church which was the 
result of a merger of Presbyterian, Congregational, and Dutch Reformed 
bodies, 


The five Lutheran churches involved in the talks are the Tamil Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church, the product of German and Swedish missionary work; 
the Arcot Lutheran.Church, the product of Danish Lutheran missionary 
activity;..the South Andhra Lutheran Church, and the Andhra Evangelical: 
Lutheran Church, the product of US Lutheran mission societies’ work; and 
the. Indian ey Wh ae ta ls Lutheran Church, brought about by the. Sehigonion 
of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (usa). : EPS, Geneva . 


NEW GROUP IN AUSTRALIA TO SEEK TMI GRATION REFORM 


(Sydney) - Anew association which will seek to remove laws which exclude 
people on the basis of Yace or colour from immigrating into Australia, has. 
been formed at a public meeting here. 


The decision to form the association came after the 200-person audience 
heard addresses by the Anglican Bishop of Armidale, the Rt. Rev..:J.S. Moyes; 
Mr. Morris West, author and playwright; and by Professor Julius Stone, 
professor of International Law at. the University of ay ene and a pon ae 
of the: Australian Jewash, community. 


Bishop Moyes declared that although the Australian government had eeacd 
restrictions and had granted much more power tc edmit Asians,. no. matter 
what the government saic Australians stili had a colour prejudice. 


"There is:a general fear and we must cast away this fear", he Aeciereae 
"There is an arrogance in Justralian life which makes Australians feel 
superior. We Anglo-Saxons seem to be the only people obsessed by colour 
prejudice. We live in an Asian world and we must make friends with the 
Asian peoples." 


Professor Stone told the meeting that a more liberal immigration policy 
"could be still carefully planned and closely controlled to guard against 
defence risks, unemployment, undermining of living standards". and similar 
problems. He said present problems rise from the failure. of the government 
to state clearly criteria used in selecting migrants and that "the resulting 
eonfusion and misunderstanding feed the suspicions and resentment of the 
Asian. peoples that our.immigration is a racist policy and implies a claim 
cf race superiority". EPS, Geneva 


MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES FROM ELISABETHVILLE LLLE CAMP CONTINUES 


(Blisabethville) - Over 17,000 Baluba refugees from the Elisabethville 
refugee camp in Katanga, Congo, had been flown to South Kasai by June 10; 
according to a report from Archie Graber, field director for Congo Protest- 


ant Relief Agency. Up to 1,400 refugees were ete moved “cae on 
EPS No. 21.) Re 


"If the programme continues as in the past week, the camp shouldbe’ 
cleared in five to six weeks", said Graber, The chat group of refugees 
left the Elisabethville camp on May €. we , Ee 
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Craber was asked by the United Nations to help direct the movement of 
the Baluba refugees.” Having worked with the Balubas as a missionary under 
the Congo Inland Mission, he is acquainted with many of the Baluba leaders 
and speaks the Tshiluba language. ‘ Y Dame 


The camp which the refugees are leaving was formed last September 
during the fighting in Katanga. About 55,000 persons from persecuted 
tribal groups took refuge in the camp. Of these, more than 30,000 were 
Balubas who had been living in Katanga and are now returning to their former 
tribal homeland around Bakwanga in South Kasai. EPS, Geneva.. 


CHRISTIANS AND HINDUS DISCUSS THHIR FAITH 


(Kottayam) - A group of Christians and adherents of Advaitist Hinduism have 
held three days of conversations here on the concept of truth. The meeting 
was held at the Christavasram, an inter-denominational Christian ashram in 
Kerala, and organized by the Kerala Christian Council and the Christian 
Institute for the Study of Religion and Society. 


Papers from the Advaitist and Christian points of view dealt: with: 
"The Nature of Ultimate Truth",'The Knowledge of Ultimate Truth") and 'The 
Relation Between Ultimate Truth and Tite. 


Representatives of the Christian faith were theologians of the Church 


of South India, the Mar Thoma Church, the Orthodox Syrian Church, and the 
Roman Catholic (Malankara Syrian Uniat) Church. 


Discussions revealed three fundamental differences concerning: 1) the 
nature and significance of the person in God and man; 2) the evaluation of 
the experiences of personal communion and mystic union with the Divine; 
and arising from these, 3) concepts of the person and religion of Jesus 
Christ. sralinaiiumaiate a 


At the conclusion of the meeting the conferees agreed that further ~ 
conversations should be held. eh, BPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ATHENAGORAS URGES REDOUBLING OF UNITY BFFORTS 


(Boston) - The Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul has called upon 
all Orthodox members in North and South America to redouble their efforts 
for Christian unity and the perpetuation of their faith. i 


"The hour has come, and is now at hand", he said, "for your supreme 
and ultimate mission". 


In a message to the 16th biennial Clergy-Laity Congress of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America, the Patriarch declared 
that among Christians there is a ‘new atmosphere in the field of inter- 
church relations and new horizons of activity". 


"The spirit of animosity between them is vanishing", he said... "Mutual 
understanding, love and respect are increasing. We now look forward with 
hope that the movement for unity, which began: both at the highest level as 
well as at the grass roots, will in due course bring forth its fruits." 


The Patriarch's message was sent to Archbishop Iakovos of New York, 
head of the Greek Orthodox Church in America, who presided over the Congress. 
EPS, Geneva 
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MANILA AREA DISCIPLES. CONGREGATIONS FORMALLY ENTER UNITED CHURCH 


(Cebu, Philippines) - A group of Manila-area Disciples of Christ éhurches 
have been formally received into membership in the United Church of Christ 
in the Philippines by that body's General Assembly. 


The Disciples congregations, referred to as the Tagalog churches 
because of the language of the region, did not enter the United Church: when 
it was formed in 1948, although the Disciples of Christ of northern Philli- 
pines have been members since the beginning. 


Besides the Disciples, the denominations making up the United Church 
are Philippine Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational Christian, and 
United Brethren churches. : 


The General Assembly also voted to integrate into the United Church's 
programme the work of the Reformed Church in America with the Chinese people 
in the Philippine cities. 


In other actions, the Assembly: 
Voiced its support of planned parenthood; 


Commended all movements which would lift the standards of Map ish ES) 
and morality in the public service and the life of the nation; 


Declared that every Christian should participate actively in nane 
political affairs of the nation; and ~ 


Set up an Institute of Church and Society to nee fe a situation in 
which. Christians can study social and political issues. EPS, Geneva 


POLISH CATHOLICS IN MASSIVE OPEN-AIR ASSEMBLY 


(Warsaw) - Hundreds of thousands of Polish Roman Catholics jammed the 
quarter-mile route in the heart of Warsaw last week to chant hymns and 
watch the traditional Corpus Christi procession. ‘Observers said it was 
one of the largest open-air church assemblies in Warsaw for many years; 
traffic on or near the procession route stopped for five hours. 


Under new state laws governing open-air assemblies; the use of Todd 
speaker facilities was refused, but Cardinal Stefan Wyszynski, Poland's 
Roman Catholic primate EE eo the crowd through a microphone tied with 
white ribbon to his crozier. His words were relayed by priests — | 
in the crowd. 


The Cardinal told the crowd: "I rejoice at seeing you all here and I 
wish to thank you »e- for your presence ne a living testimony of your 
fa. tn, ‘Le ioBPS y.Geneva 


SCHOOL REPRESENTATIVES MELT IN JAPAN 


(Hirosaki, Japan) ~ Ways of strengthening the contribution of English 
teacher-missionaries in Japan was a central theme as thirty-eight Christian 
school representatives met here for the recent annual meeting of the 
Association of Inter-Board Committee-related Schools. 


eat 
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The Rev. Nobuto Oda, principal of Joshi Sei High School, was elected 
new chairman of the Association, which admitted four additional schools 
to bring its membership to fifty-nine schools of erammar, junior and senior 
high, and university level. ‘These schools are related to the United Church 
of Christ in Japan and, through the Council of Cooperation and the Inter- 
board Committee for Christian Work in Japan (IBC), to seven cooperating 
Canadian and American denominations. 


The Association recommended that seminars on English teaching in 
junior and senior high school be held in Tokyo and: the Kobo-Osaka Kyoto 
area for Japanese and US English teachers and school administrators in 
order to incorporate the missionary teacher's efforts into the total school 
programme more satisfactorily. The seminars would pay special attention to 
such problems as number of students per class, number of sessions per week, 
and oral skill versus reading skill. EPS, Geneva 


NEW BISHOP OF VAXJO NAMED 


(Stockholm) - The Rev. David Lindquist has been appointed by the Crown as 
Bishop of the See of Vaxjo, Sweden. His appointment marked the eighth 
consecutive defeat in the bid for appointment to a bishopric for which he 
had been nominated of the Very Rev. Gustaf Danell, Dean of Vaxjo. 


Dean Danell who is president of the Swedish ais en Union and one of 
the leaders of Kyrklig Samling, the High Church Party in Sweden, is known 
for his opposition to the ordination of women. 


The new bishop-elect, Dr.Lindquist, is head of the Ersta Deaconess 
Institution in Stockholm and an authority on Swedish post-Reformation 
liturgiology. He is a former professor at. Uppsala University and Dean of 
Harnosand. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN SOCIAL WORK LEAGUE REVISES CONSTITUTION 


(Miyaza, Japan) - Steps to bring closer together the United Church of 
Christ in Japan (Kyodan) and its related social work institutions were taken 
at the annual meeting of the Christian Social Work League at Amanohashidate 
Kaigan, Kiyazu, Japan, June 6-8. 


The Christian Social Work League is composed of seventy institutions, 
including crecthes, day nurseries, children's homes, medical agencies, 
community centres, and similar agencies. 


The League members passed a revision to their Constitution which 
requires that all of the staff members and half of the trustees of member 
institutions be clergy or laymen of the United Church of Christ. A five- 
year "waiting period" will allow present members who do not now meet these 
requirements to attain these standards. 


The problems behind the staffing ef church-related social work insti- 
tutions with qualified Christian workers and trustees were discussed. 
The situation is particularly acute in outlying areas where there are few 
Christians and where institutions must have close relationships with local 
communities to carry on their work. EPS, Geneva 
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PAKISTAN METHODIST CONFERENCE VOTES AGAINST CHURCH UNION PLAN 
LLL LEE LL OLE Ee Seo maseseesoneasteoecotieatmes anata 


(New York) - The Methodist Indus River Conference in Pakistan has voted 
against a plan of union which would form the United Churches of North 
India and Pakistan, it was announced here by the Methodist Board of 
Missions, 


By its action the Indus River Conference became the first of 15 
Methodist annual conferences in India and Pakistan to vote on the proposed 
union. It is the largest of the two Methodist conferences in Pakistan. - 
The other, the Karachi Provisional Conference, is expected to act on the 
merger next year. 


‘In 1960 the quadrennial South Eastern Asia Central Conference, made 
up of delegates from all the 1% Methodist annual conferences, overwhelming- 
ly approved formation of the United Churches. However, two-thirds of the 
annual conferences must endorse the merger before Southern Asian Methodists 
can unite with the other denominations. 


Besides the Methodist, other churches involved in the North India and 
Pakistan discussions include the Anglican, Disciples of Christ, Baptist, 
Brethren, and the present United Church of Northern India. 


Disapproval of the union by the Indus River Conference resulted 
primarily from the negative votes of lay delegates. Ministers voted 16 
for the proposal and 10 against, while laymen voted only 2 for and 10 
against. ah t HPS, Geneva 


US SUPREME COURT OUTLAWS PRAYER IN NEW YORK SCHOOLS 


(Washington, Deo. penne aus Supreme Court has ruled 6-1 that recitation. 
in public schools in New York State of a 22-word daily prayer violates 
ther USyConstitutiony, 


In the court's majority opinion, Justice Hugo L. Black reviewed the 
struggles for religicus freedom that figured in the founding of the» 
nation and declared the New York State practice cannot stand under the 
Constitution's: bar against laws "respecting an establishment of religion. 


"It is neither sacriligious nor antirelifious: "tol say that eadcn 
separate government in this country should stay out of the business of 
writing or sanctioning official prayers and leave that purely religious 
function to the people themselves and to those the people choose to look 
to for religious guidance", Justice Black said. 


The lone dissenter was Justice Potter Stewart-who noted that the 
Supreme Court's own sessions are opened with the words "God save the 
United States and this honorable court". 


Justice Stewart also observed that prayers open the sessions of 
Congress and that the "Star Spangted Banner" invokes God's help. 


Five parents with children in schools in New Hyde Park, N.Y., had 
questioned the Constitutionality of a recommendation by the state Board 
of Regents, the governing body of the public school system, that the 
following prayer be Spoken in school opening exercises: 


NAlmighty God, we acknowledge our dependence upon Thee, and we beg 
Thy blessing upon us, our parents, our teachers, and our country." 
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Justice Stewart said he could not follow the argument of the majority 
and felt it had "misapplied a great constitutional principle.. 


"T cannot see how an 'offical religion' is established by letting 
those who want to say a prayer say it. On the contrary, I think that to 
deny the wish of these school children to join in reciting this prayer is 
to deny them the opportunity of sharing in the spiritual heritage of our 
nation", he said. EPS, Geneva 


HUNGER STRIKE ENDS AS FRENCH GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES "C.0." BILL 


(Paris) - M. Louis Lecoin ended a 22-day hunger strike seeking legal 
recognition for conscientious objectors. (See EPS No. 23) 


The 74-year-old Frenchman brought the strike to an end when informed 
that the French government definitely intends to introduce a bill on Judy 4 
which will provide for alternative service for persons who do not wish to 
serve in the armed forces for reasons of conscience. 


Provisions of the new bill have not been disclosed, but it is generally 
believed that it will allow those who object to military service to perform 
non-combatant duties for an equivalent amount of time. 


The Prime Minister, M. Pompidou, also has announced that 28 of the 150 
conscientious objectors now in prison will be released. These are young 
men who refused to serve because of the Algerian war, which they regarded 
as an unjustifiable one. It was indicated that they will be amnestied as 
the result of the end of that war, but that they will remain under mili- 
tary jurisdiction and will be assigned to do civilian work in connection 
with the repatriation of refugees from Algeria. 


M. Lecoin's hunger strike focused world-wide attention on the problems 
of French "C.0.s". Many Protestant church leaders have long supported 
movements to gain legal status for them. EPS, Geneva 


TB INCIDENCE AMONG ASIAN STUDENTS CITED 


(Colombo) - Despite much progress in the past ten years, tuberculosis 
“remains a serious problem among Asian students, according’ to reports 
presented by medical officers from 11 Asian countries to the World Uni-- 
versity Service Asian Conference of Experts on Student Health held here. 


Highest incidence reported was in Hong Kong where an estimated six 
per cent of students suffer from the disease. Others reported were?:. 
Thailand 3 per cent; Singapore 2.5 per cent; West Pakistan 2 tOF2eS 
per cent; and East Pakistan one per cent. Reports said that while "Sstar- 
vation and gross lack of food-intake are no longer found, calorie-intake 
remains sub-normal in several countries, and deficiencies of protein and 
accessory food factors exist in nearly all countries studied". 


The reports cited "widespread mental health problems, due to heavily 
competitive examinations, lack of vocational counselling, and language 
problems". 


The consultation called for, among other things: compulsory medical 
examination of all students on admission; compulsory annual chest x-ray 
examinations; and compulsory immunization against infectious discase 
when required. 
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Medical. experts came from Ceylon, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Japan, 
Korea, Malaya, Singapore, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, and Thailand. 
World University Service is an international organization concerned with 
service in and to the university community. Its sponsors include the World 
Student Christian Federation, and Pax Romana, the Roman Catholic student 
organization, HPS, Geneva 


SPANISH CHAPLAIN JAILED 


(Madrid) - A Madrid military court has sentenced a Roman Catholic army 
chaplain to cight years' imprisonment for subversive activities. The 
military prosecutor alleged that these included being a member of a commun- 
ist cell and supporting Spanish workers in their recent strikes for higher 
wages. . 


The sentence ofthe, chaplain, Captain José: Bailo, 48,:-is,understood 
to include dismissal from the post of chaplain. However, this will depend 
upon the decision of Archbishop Alonso Munoyerro, chaplain-general of the 
armed forces. If he decides that Bailo can continue as a priest he will 
serve his sentence in a religious institution, perhaps a monastery. if 
unfrocked,—-he will go-to a military prison. 


Last week another priest, Father Torell, the national chaplain of the 
"Young Catholic Workers" organization was reinstated in his pastorate. 
He and five other priests had been suspended from their functions for 
public support of the strikes. EPS, Geneva 


RETREAT STUDIES RACIAL TENSIONS IN CEYLON 


(Kandy, Ceylon) - A group of Sinhalese, Tamils, and Burgher beet ar seve met 
for a retreat here last week to discuss together the probi eas of racial 
and ethnic tensions between the three groups. 


The retreat began without an agenda except for two Bible study. sessions 
which led into a discussion of the problems and the Christian contribution 
to solving them. According to a report, "after a while those present felt 
that for the first time the participants were confronting cach other in a 
fully frank manner". 


Similiar groups have met, the report said, "but. never before had 
thoughts been so candidly expressed". The discussion stressed the need 
to “identify ourselves with God before.we can identify ourselves with a 
nation", and the necessity for concern for brotherhood rather than 
concern for development of cultures. ! 


At the conclusion of the retreat the group decided to appoint a 
committee to study two themes: the idea of the nation envisioned for 
Ceylon; and Sinhalese and Tamil attitudes. It was also agreed study of 
each other's culture and languages should be promoted through the churches 
and that the churches should be urged to ask their members to become 
actively involved in seeking a solution to the problems and to "continue 
in prayer, as during times of stress..." 


’ 


a ye, 


wy 
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The retreat was organized by two teachers, a Sinhalese who teaches at 
the University of Ceylon, and a Tamil who teaches at Jaffna College. The 
Archdeacon of Colombo, the Ven. Harold de Soysa, presided at the retreat. 
The Rev. S. Selvarctnam, leader of the Christian Ashram, Jaffna, was” 

retreat chaplain. Bible studies were led by the Rev. Celestine Fernando, 
secretary of the Ceylon Bible Society. 


There are approximately 2,000,000 Tamils in Ceylon in a total popula- 
tion of 10,000,000. The majority of Tamils are Hindu, while most Sinhalese, 
who are in the overwhelming numerical majority, are Buddhists. The _ 
Burghers are descendants of early Portuguese and Dutch settlers. 

BPS, Geneva 


SWISS RAISE SEVEN MILLION FRANCS FOR OVERSEAS RELIEF 


Sp id - Swiss churches in three cantons have raised nearly Sw.Fr.7,000,000 
$1,624,130) in the "Bread for Our Neighbour" campaign to aid under-developed 
areas overseas. A report on the funds, which came from the cantons*of 
Fribourg, Jura, and Neuchatel, was made at the annual meeting of the 
Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches held here last week. Plans have 

been made to extend the drive to the cantons of Geneva, Vaud,-and Valais 

in September. . bf SAE 


The meeting which was attended by 59 delegates from 23 churches, which 
together have an estimated membership of 2,700,000 persons, named as. presi- 
dent of the Federation's Council Professor Adolphe Kuenzi, of Bienne, a 
lecturer at the University of Bern. The first layman to hold the post, 
he succeeds Professor Henri d'Espine of the Faculty of Theology of the 
University of Geneva, who has held the office for the past eight years. 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Harvard University has conferred an honorary degree of Doctor of Divin- 
ity upon the Rev. Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, and chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches. Harvard president, Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, in present+ 
ing the degree read a citation which said of the Lutheran churchman that 
"with faith, humanity, and power, he labours to extend the reach of 
Christian belief". It was Dr. Fry's 20th honorary degree. — 


* * * 


Protestants, Catholics, and Jews in the United States will officially 
sponsor a National Conference on Religion and Race "to bring’ the joint 
“moral forces of the churches and synagogues to bear on the problem of 
racial segregation". The meeting will be held January 14-17, in Chicago, 
Tll., marking the centennial-of the signing of the Emanicipation.Proclama- 
tion, the act of January 1, 1863, in which President Lincoln declared that 
the 3,000,000 slaves in the Confederacy were forover free. 


NOTE TO BPS READERS: There will be no issue of Ecumenical Press Service 
for the next two weeks. Two editions will be issued the following week. 
These will be dated July 16 and July 20. Normal publication will be 
resumed from then on. 
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Protestant, Anglican and Roman Catholic clergymen in Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, have united in an appeal to the Saskatchewan provincial 
government to delay its compulsory medical care insurance plan and to work 
out another one giving more "freedom" to the individual doctor and patient. 


* * * 


Mr. John Kamau has been elected general secretary of the Christian Counce 
of Kenya. He succeeds the Rev. Paul Fueter, a Swiss missionary, who retired 
recently, Mr. Kamau has been serving as assistant general secretary for some 
time. 


* * * 


The Swiss Baptist Union held in Zirich, June 23-24, what may be the last 
of its annual conferences consisting entirely of men as delegates. A sugges- 
tion from the Swiss Baptist women's organization that women be received as 
delegates when men are not available was accepted by an almost unanimous: 
vote at a recent meeting of the Union's Assembly. 


* * * 


The Rt, .Rev. Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Lutheran Bishop of Tranquebar, India, 
who was 65 in April, has been requested by the Triennial Synod of the Tamil 
Evangelical Church to continue his service for another three years. The 
Synod also gave general approval to a proposal for a Federal Theological 
Institution in Tamilnad and authorized the church council to open negotiations 
with other churches on the matter, 


¥ * * 
Some 50 pastors and missionaries from Europe, Asia, Australasia, Latin 
America, and North America, are enrolled in a two-weeks! course on "Worship 


: 
| 
and Everyday Life" at the World Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute | 
at nearby Bossey. 


* * * 


42,000 Protestant missionaries are currently serving throughout the 
world, Professor Theodor Mueller-Krueger, an official of the German ivangeli-— 
cal Missionary Council, has reported. He said 25,000 of the missionaries 
come from the United States, 7,000 from England and only some 1,000 from 
Germany. Emphasizing that missionary service was vital to the churches, he 
deplored the fact that Germany "lagged behind" in an important field of 
church work. 


* * * 


Two Minnesota districts of the American Lutheran Church have voted in 
favour of continued membership of their denomination in the World Council of 
Churches at their annual conventions. The vote at the Soutk-eastern Minne- 
sota District Convention at Northfield, Minn., was 11l in favour of staying 
in the WCC, 72 urging withdrawal, and 41 absentions. The Northern Minne- 
sota District meeting at Brainerd, Minn., voted 129 to 82 in favour of retain 
ing the WCC membership. The ALC will review the question of its WCC member- 
ship at its first biennial convention in October at Milwaukee, Wis. 


* * * 


: 


) 


Greek Orthodox Archbishop Isidoros..of Nazareth celebrated a Pentecost 
liturgy in the Russian Orthodox Trinity Cathedral of Jerusalem at a service 
attended by members of Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish communities, 
as well as government officials. Archbishop Isidoros was designated by Creek 
Orthodox Patriarch Benedictos of the Old City of Jerusalem. to conduct the 
service, which was held a week later this year than Protestant. and Catholic 
Pentecost observances. Ae rath eer Upp! 

% x % 


An institute on Christian unity, which will be held at Marguette Uni- 
versity in Milwaukee, \is., July 5-14, is expected to be attended by about 
225 clergy and lay representatives of the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox 
churches. It will be sponsored by the Catholic university's Slavic Institute 
and History Department and will provide an historical examination of Hastern 
and Western Christianity. 

; * x x 


A National Secretariat for the Union of Christians has been established. 
in Paris upon the request of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Plans for such | 
a body were first discussed by members of the hierarchy in March. According 
to an announcement, the French organization will be in close contact .. 
with the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity headed by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, S.J. . ate 

x + x 

An appeal for £50,000 ($140,000) for the pbuilding and equipment of the 

new St. George's College, (Anglican), Jerusalem, for which the foundation 


‘stone was laid in April, has been announced by the Archbishop of Jerusalem, 


the Most Rev. A. C. Macinnes. 


* * * 


Evangelist Billy Graham has concluded a 19-day crusade in Greater 


Chicago, Ill., (USA ) before an estimated 116,000 persons, the largest North 


American audience in his career, according to crusade officials. Total 
attendance during the crusade was 703,000 with 17,130 decisions.for Christ. 


cis * * 


The first-Negro ever to head a synod of the Presbyterian Church in the 
US (Southern) has been unanimously named moderator-elect by its Kentucky 
Synod. He is the Rev. Lawrence W. Bottoms, 54, a minister for 12 years of 
the Grace Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Ky., and later regional director 
of a now dissolved Negro synod. He is the author of "Through Conflict to >. 
Victory". sii 

He WARE VE Lee 

The first performance in almost 2,000 yéars is planned for the Roman 
Theatre at Petra; Jordan, this summer. Prof..Philip C. Hammond. of Princeton 
Theological Seminary, N.J. (USA) has left the United States to complete the 
excavation of the theatre he began last year. ‘The special performances will 
mark the 150th anniversary of the rediscovery of the ancient city of Petra. 
The performances will be sponsored by the Tourist Department of Jordan in 
cooperation with the Jordanian Department of Antiquities, headed Hes rsS 
'Awni Dajani. -_ 1962 is also the 150th anniversary of the founding of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, which on April 23 began a 14-month celebration of 
its Sesquicentennial. — 3 BPS, Geneva 
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‘STATEMENT OF CONSULTATION ON PEACE AND DISARMAMENT 


Geneva, 20 - 22 June, 1962 
held under the auspices of 


‘The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


dig At the Third Assembly of the World Council of Chunohed in New Delhi, 

a recommendation was made that at the earliest possible moment there should 

be a Consultation between Christians from various countries on the issues af 
Disarmament.and the Cessation of Nuclear Tests, with specialists present who 
would be able to explain their governments! policies. This Consultation has 
now taken place and has marked a wholly new venture in ecumenical discussion 
by churchmen on the burning topic of Peace and Disarmament. It opened with 

a full day devoted to hearing leading representatives of nations at the 
Bighteen-Nations Committee on Disarmament. Sir Michael Wright of the U.-K., 
Mr. Alexander Akalovsky of the U.S., and Ambassador Tsarapkin of the U.5.5.R. 
addressed the meeting in succession. They were followed by Baron von Platen 
of Sweden who interpreted to the meeting the position of the Hight Non-Aligned 
Powers on the Cessation of Testing. It is against this background that the 
churchmen present, from East and West Europe, U.S.A., Asia, and Africa subse- 
quently pursued their debate. While various matters commanded their attenticr 


a few points which bear on immediate disarmament negotiations are here set fort 


2 The Consultation took place in Geneva in June, 1962, during a recess of 
the Bighteen-Nations Committee, and at a time when no agreement either on the 
regulation of armaments or on the cessation of nuclear testing had been attain- 
ed. Formal proposals for a Treaty of general disarmament had been presented 
both ‘by the U.S.S.R. and the U.S.A., but seemed to offer only limited commen 
greund. In these circumstances, the Consultation welcomed the initiative of 
the Hight Non-Aligned Nations of the Bighteen-Nations Committee who on the 16t! 
April, 1962, presented a Memerandum in which they addressed an appeal to the 
nuclear powers to come to an agreement prohibiting nuclear weapons tests.: The 
Memorandum offers a formula for the resumption of negotiations especially in 


suggesting a few possibilities of a system of effective control on a purely | 


scientific basis. The proposal has been accepted as a basis for discussien | 
by the three nuclear powers concerned and could therefore be used as a rally-_ 
ing point for a resumption of negotiations and a basis for agreement. The 
Consultation/favourably impressed by the constructive approach of the Hight 
Powers towards the purposes of the Eighteen-Nations Conference and therefore 
believes that Christians should draw the attention of their respective govern 


ments to this Memorandum and ask them to take it with the utmost seriousness+ 
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At the Third Assembly of the World Council of iy ik it was stated that 

"Total Disarmament is the goal, but it is a complex and long-term process in which 
the Churches must not under-estimate the importance of first steps." We believe 
that the Eight-Power Joint Memorandum offers a possibility of such a first step in 
the present circumstances and accordingly this initiative should be given the 
greatest attention by all concerned. Progress toward agreement will become noss- 
ible only if the major powers do not insist on positions previously held and, in 
the light of the Eight-Power Memorandum, are prepared to adjust their positions in 
the interest of reconciling differences as the Committee resumes its negotiations 
in mid-July. It should be remembered that the Appeal to Governments issued by 
the Third Assembly of the W.C.C. urged that: "Te enhance mutual trust Nations 


should be ready to run reasonable risks for Peace". 


36 A Treaty to cease nuclear weapons testing, with provisions reasonably to 
ensure that signatories will honour their commitments, ought to be concluded at 

the earliest possible moment. It should be urgently pressed both because it is 
important in itself and because it may offer a promising starting-point for Dis- 
armament. If there is ne better way out of the vicious circle of nuclear testing, 
the Committee should give serious attention to a proposal before it that a date be 
specified on which a treaty should go into effect and after which no more tests 


should be conducted, 


4, The presence of the representatives of three major Powers, and Barcen von 
Platen,at our Connultation offered a unique opportunity to listen directly to an 
illuminating exposition cf various conceptions and projects of international 
agreements. While appreciating that the Nations continue to negotiate we are 
convinced that there is still need of a deeper dialogue in all problems dividing 
the great Prewers. The dialogue which became possible in the Consultation itself 
persuaded its participants of two things. The first is the importance and 
necessity of further consultations of this kind which undoubtedly can help to 
eliminate many misunderstandings and fears, and will contribute to strengthen 
confidence between the Nations. The seoend is the significant opportunity 
afforded by the nature of the Christian fellowship to pioneer such a dialogue on 
the basis of Christian trust and respect for truth, in the hope of exploring a 
path which can then be followed by many others. 
5. The voice of public opinion has been subdued and the churches in many 
countries have not speken out as they should have done in face of the critical 
issue of disarmament, and this is apparently due to scepticism that any real 
progress can be expected. The participants in the Consultation realised how 
Serious was this failure of faith and determination within the world Christian 
family, and accepted the obligation to stir up a new sense of responsibility, 
based on confidence in the power of God; and Christians must always pray earn- 
estly and work energetically for the achievement of a just Peace. Informed 


“public opinion can play an important role in reaching this goal. Christians 
a. ° be the last to abandon hope, and the first to inspire and renew confidence. 
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OF NEWS ITEMS ISSUBD IN ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 
DURING THE FIRST SEMESTER 1962 


1961 was Year of Unity, says WCC US Executive Secretary . 
Churchmen plead for World Government Plan. .« « « « -« 
WSCF Conférence sees Asian Revolution pulling in many 
Directions 
New Youth Projects Secretary joins WCC Staff. . . « -. 


* 


Inter-Church Aid Programme will attack Roots of Human Need in 


1962 


Christian Unity Prayer Week reviewed. (seh. eh a ee 
YMCA is now-in a New Ecumenical Setting, says World 


Alliance Secretary 


wcC asks Churches for $10,000 to aid Earthquake Victims . 


Nolde submits Third Assembly Messages to UN Secretary General 


Filmstrips and Colour Slides available on New Delhi. . . 
Ecumenical Work Camps planned for 39 Countries in BOG? i 
LVE Postwarthole wen Britain’ defended hy pee Te ees 
WCC Executive voices Hopes for Vatican Council . +. .« « 


First All-Africa Ecumenical Youth Conference planned . . 


° 


e 


CCIA Officials warn Additional Soviet Tests may follow New US 


Nuclear Tests 


Astan Churches to -study Common Policy i eee aa ae 


Maxwell] (tolgoin WOG New York Staff vee es eet ee Es 
WCC concludes Six-Year Study of Rapid Social Change. . . 


Churches express Concern for Disarmament Parley Success. , 
Unitedh aver porn pacino raine ds.) ~ 4 Me ie wig eitel Pe eee 


South African Educator named to WCC Post . é ; ; ‘ : 


Local Churches need Ecumenical Information, Bishop says . 
More Pacific Area Churches back Proposed Central Seminary. 


WCC Refugee Director congratulates President on USEP!s.10th 
Birthday . 


‘Theme of Third Student Christian Congress will be Service. 
‘Love, ‘not Intellect, Key to Hceumenical Problems, says Scots 


Moderator 


Christian Peace Conference Delegation in Geneva . . . .- 


WCC's New Executive Committee holds First Meeting . i 


UN Commission told of Churches! Concern for Religious Liberty 
Permanent Russian Orthodox Delegation in Geneva . . « .« 


WCC General Secretary awarded Carnegie Peace Prize. . . 
CHremtaBie COU Oa UOres Meet Sieh le et tide et ee eer ele 


WCC seeking Youth for Year's Service Overseas. . . . . 
Confessional Bodies invite Study of their Influence. . . 
Dr. Fry sees no Clash in WCC, LWF Objectives ». « + «+ «+ 
Hosnool et Ofra cial mamod tor WCC Statt .) je: ioer wor lene ey te vl 


WCG asks Additional Funds for New Headquarters . . .« .- 
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Asian Church. Aa ct plan Me Pee: oe eh GE CR : 


WCC Official urges oN Meeting if Test Ban Agreements lag . 
WOG dssues [962°Pentecest Message: kai ws Rae ee 
WCC names Paul Verghese as Associate General Be One ery aft ~ sha 
Hast German Pastor wins WCC Essay Prize . . 6 PO 
Russian Orthodox Representatives to WCC iene Life ana Role 
of Church - Special Report 


woe. receives Gethoaar Baster TRIN ope oS AECee Ng Ghia ht hana mel Fag 


 PacLEie Churches chart oP Lars... piel que loa hited a) piss te cad ied sina 


WCC names Malayan Priest to Headquarters Staff. ...:. 3 
Renewal of UN Refuges Maridateaanged was! pe te were Bh SOR. 


WCC. panels on Hong Kong Refugee Crisis. . Toy Meth) ene 
Youth's Lack of Evangelical Concern worries SEP aed Leaders . 
GCCIA-asks UN to-be put on "Stand-by" Basis in Laos Situation 


dy DOU enrolled in WCC!s Heumeniea lL Work .ampscefuey FU. 


WCCO Group (heaves) Ton iUSSR Vi eds aa: ees ete Caan ae ee 
WCC ;seska $640 000ifor Ruanda iRefusded.’-saietilas bas BERR. so 
Catholic-Protestant Co-operation in Latin America urged. . 
Church Teams for Algeria to begin Training June 20 .. . 


Single Arabic Bible. proposed by Middle East Conference. . 
WCC Central Committee will meet in Paris, August Re eles 


Five USSR Churches apply for World Council Membership . . 
WCC Dehegation reportaperUssh Vsiskuet) Sawer. BieiO Geis: os 


World Youth Projects reaches one-third of Goal. . +. «. « 
Ford Foundation makes Grant for African Conference . . . 
WCC. names WewsStatinMember s- & ices yiiel> Hepa vem pelea wf meh be 8 
CCSA. names New Senior Staff for Work in Algeria... . . 
World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid to meet in figure . 
ICA Secretary reports, on Visitiite Hungary jaa tae om 


CCIA Consultation supports Non-aligned Powers Memo .. . 
TB. Incidence among Asian. Studentei.cited ye isn town. ooeadte 
Algeria's Bishops warn Catholics of Rightist Propaganda. . 
Reconciliation urged in French-Algerian Orisis. . . « . 


United Aid:fen Ajgpertaiplannedys? Gi ALAY ce bata was 
Algerian Archbishop asks Mutual Forgiveness. . .:« « - 


WCC launches $1,400, 000 Algerian Relief Programme. . . . 


French Churchmen condemn OAS Outraged aii titted cert! ve.) awh ake 
French.Churchmen praise Religious Freedom Guarantee in 
Algerian Pact 


Christians admonished to'stay in’Algerias” os -ts - ° 


Quakers launch Million-Dollar Resettlement Progranme. A ae 


ANGOLA: 
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BELGIUM: 
BRAZIL: 
BULGARIA: 
CANADA: 


CEYLON: 


COLOMBIA: 


CONGO: 


CUBA: 


CYPRUS: 


Us Chunch wrees Rignts..of Angolan). jiniiax ve ive ee 8 ey ey 
Seminarians working in Buenos Aires Slums. + + + « « 
Anglicans warned God is not "Property" of Western Nations. 
Australian Presbyterians endorse Immigration Law Reform . 
Australian Churches consider Plan for Chinese Refugee. . 
Children . 
Admittance asked of Chinese Refugee Children into Australia 
New Group in Australia to seek Immigration Reform . . 
Protestant, Roman Catholic Latin America Students meet, . 


Evangelicals call for Social Justice in Bre Lorre oh Woy keg aie 


feo Palarchs briiolate at Doalotengiane Masao. 3! 


Canadian Churchmen put Third Assembly under the Microscope 


Ceylon Methodists reject Church Union ASUS Si le Meh ko ie 


Ceylon's YMCAs achieve separate National Status . . + «+ 
Teachers transferredin Ceylon Government Scheme »- + «+ - 
Ceylon! Ghurches pianiSinhalese Seminary... ose eye 
New Ruling limits Number of Missionaries in Ceylon. . - 
Church Leaders to reconsider Ceylon Merger Scheme . . 
Ethnic Tensions in Ceylon under Study . .« +26 +e « « »* 
Anglican Council rejects Church Merger iba vit eay. vey) s 
Retreat studies Racial Tensions in Ceylon . .« «+ « -» 


Doctrinal Talks planned by Caribbean Area Lutherans. . 
Colombian Authorities close Protestant School. . + « « 


Churches approve, Return of Missionaries ney wi Spot ey Se ee 
Grass Hut Classrooms for Angolan Refugee Children . 
Refugees being moved from Mlisabethville: Camper)... 2% 
Fighting Congo Tribes reunited in sta etna eck a tony ppt a sear : 
Movement of Refugees from Eligabethville Camp continues . 
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Bombing of: Turkish Mosques protested. . «+ « * * ¢ 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Russians! Participation in Third Assembly impresses 


DENMARK: 


ETHIOPIA : 


FINLAND : 


‘Dr. Fry talks to Ethiopia's Emperor about Church Radio 


; Hromadka ..... 
Czech Weekly advocates New Forms of Atheist Propaganda. . 


Prague Conference Group to PRET Nie Wish oete ce tae ae A eh pom 


Prague Peace Conference rapid bbe ee moet Stekas ty te Tye Lea ie 


Prague Peace Conference urges Unilateral Disarmament . . 


Danes define Principles of Aid to Developing Countries. . 


Project 


Serious Clergy Shortage reported in Finnish Orthodox Church 


Finnish Church-may not approve Plan for Women Pastors . . 
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Christians and ‘the Algervean Conflict. yee ots) eee 


US Ageney to end Taiwan Food Shipme nda is cba aN BET Se) ag eee 
Formosan Women..aid “Peruvian! Quake Videtime sos. a fe) 8 ae eee 


Reconciliation urged in French-Algerian Crisis. . « .« -«- 
SCM Leaders discuss Worship in Secular Society. .« .« .«:-«. 8. 
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Laynen Protest Action’ on Worker-Priestaie Os ee Pe ia, 6st Ow 


Visser 't Hooft addresses two Ecumenical Meetings in Paris 11 
Boegner cites three Obstacles to Catholic-Protestant Unity 12 
French Lutheran Laymen ask Church Reorganization . . . .. 14 
Bishop. cendemns Movement for Worker-Priests. (ye 42 1+ -e abl 
French "C.O." gets Minimum: senvence 1)’. SRS" 3" mere sar |) sume 
French. 'Cs0.." mist. Beand (Ros trie olay bee keh aia Sh ettathe wits. Pope reeiio 
French Agencies in Joint Appeal for Refugees’. . . a 205 
Hunger Strike ends as French yee announces "C.0." 
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Berlin Theologians! Political Statements draw Church : 
Comment , 
German, Funds aid. Work in Lerneis. {er ea ae een) bean 
Berlin Wall requires Separate Synod Meetings .. . 
Free Churches in bast Germany Widd Meets <r est |<) etans 
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Political Leaders criticize Protestants! Statement on Border 
bition anete : | ~ . Recognition 
Berlin Wald) sean symbol of Spar a tie ute. por erie Mes yee 
German Church Study urges End of Hast-West Tensions . . . 
German. Churches face Consequences ‘of Berlin's Split... . 1 
Frontier Defence guarantees Church Life, says Bast Berlin 
Paper 12 
German Student Pastors defend Right to Open Discussions. . 13 
Roman Catholic Srmeley urges Co- ae ae Programmes with 
Protestants 15 
Hast German Press oeratical of BKID Dovument. aos 4. His cake 
Protestant, Catholic Youth co-operate in caring for Graves. 20 
Scandinavian and Hast German Leaders meet . . . « e La 
East German Officials see no "Objective Grounds" for "C.0. un 22 
Gernian Court rules on Churches! Right to state Information 
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"Secularization" seen weakening East. German Churches 2 
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Archbishop of Athens dies. . . oe en) * eeaiti tian heer Leen 
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Church of ari e Sposa te Enquiry aiter new Primate is 
accused 3 
Greek Primate reigns 12 - Days, abdicates.. . a NG cee Bee 
Greek Orthodox Church studies Decline in honaet#e Lies. a 
Greek .Orthodox Chirrch .elanve tnewerT imate lite ok i ee ee 
New Greek Primate pledges Support of Unity Efforts .-. . 8 
Vatican Official discusses Council with Orthodox Patriarch 9 
Court acquits Greek Orthodox Prelate . . F . - 14 
Little Hope seen for Harly Settlement of Given MeGiseloa ie an 
Students! Strike 1 
Dr. Ramsey -cites: OrthodoxcCiaims siwaw nce et cec ce ls Se 
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HONG KONG: 


HUNGARY: 


INDIA: 


INDONESIA: 


ISRAEL: 


ITALY: 


JAPAN: 


Page 
Cuatemalan Protestants unite for Mass Evangelistic Effort 
Churches war on Child Hunger in Hong Kong .- + +« + « -« 
Missouri Synod plans Future Work in Asia . . aes 
Hong Kong Christian Council's Statement Baaked by Tete eo hens 
Two Hungarian Bishops report on Third Assembly . + « - 
Hungarian Editor critical of Vatican Rannedel: pabcite | at oie 
Christian Students initiate New Service Project . -»« « +s 
South India Church to continue Talks with Lutherans. . .«. 
Missouri Synod Body to join India Lutheran Federation .« . 
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South Tndita: Church “to make) Survey ete) ee ieee ee 8g 
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New Fellowship to be formed for Industrial Workers in. . 
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Kerala Youth deplore Caste and "Class Consciousness" . . 
New President of India stresses Freedom of Religion. . . 
South Indian Churches move towards Unity . . .« « « -» 
Christians and Hindus discuss their Faith . . . . « - 
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Israeli Newspaper condemns Anti-Christian Vandalism. . . 
Second Vatican Council and Non-Catholic Christians . . + 
The "Osservatore Romano" comments on WCC Third Assembly . 
Ecumenical Moves inspire many-sided Roman Catholic 
Discussion 
October 11 set for Second Vatican Ecumenical Council . . 
Vatican Council expected to set up Congregation for Unity. 
Vatican Official discusses Council with Orthodox Patriarch 
Shoteaeb oe hires pander (Viarte Papers (intra temas els (eC om Pale 
Prelate says Council will discuss Use of Vernacular. . . 
Vatican Official sees Protestants about Council . . . . 
Non-Catholics "Delegate Observers" ., Bega teeReNhel whee iy tay teed ve 
Brotherhood of Believers facilitates Teac Cardinal Bea 
Says 
Waldensian Leader questions Protestants! Visits to Pope . 
No. Changes in Vatican Policy foreseen by Italian Methodist 
Leader 
Italian’ Youth nail poumenical Spirit. eee ow te ws 
Seah Letter about Vatican Council withdrawn .... . 
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Japanese Women chart Programme. +» « +¢ * ¢ * *. * 
Japan and Korea to Exchange Youth Teams. «+ + + + « «+ 
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Japanese Church takes Decisions on Intercommunion ..-.. -L-f 
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Madagascar kresident denies) Bias Chareses 5,9 4 ee 
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DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT CHARGES VATICAN HAS "ERRONEOUS" CONCEPT OF WORLD COUNCIL 


(Berlin) - Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, general secretary of the World Council 
of Churches, said here that the Vawioen has a "quite erroneous" concept of 
the World Council of Churches, as indicated by official Vatican press reports 
of discussions at the final session of the Central Henge LOE Commission for 
the Second Vatican Council. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said ane Vatican reports reveal the authors "are not 
acquainted with the basic documents in which the World Council of Churches 
has explained itself, and that they are not aware of the existence of the 
large number of serious studies made by. Roman Catholic ecumenists. concerning 
the World Council", 


"Anyone familiar with these statements will come to the conclusion that 
the World Council is gravely misrepresented", he said. 


A news release issued by the press service of the General Secretariat 
of the Central Papal Preparatory Commission had said that ecumenism as under- 
stood by non-Catholics, particularly Protestants, amounts to a kind of 
federation of all Christian churches on equal footing and that this is the 
basis on which since 1910 all ecumenical meetings of non-Catholic churches 
have been held. 


... MINISTERS OF 
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Dr. Visser 't Hooft referred specifically to two documents in which 
the World Council has defined its aims. These are "the basic Toronto 
statement", a statement adopted by its policy-making Central Committee at 
a meeting in Toronto, Canada, in 1950, and the statement on unity adopted 
by its Third Assembly held late last year in New Delhi, sindia\ 


The Vatican's lack of knowledge about these documents, he said, "is 
most regrettable, and it does not help the cause of unity that such un- 
informed statements about the ecumenical movement are issued in connectinn 
with the preparation for the Second Vatican Council". 


(The Vatican press service in reporting the final session of the 
Preparatory Commission also noted that conversations had underscored "the 
need for very great caution" in dealings with non-Catholics. This is 
necessary, it said, in order "not to yield to impulses which may be 
generous, but certainly not enlightened, and not to fall into forms of 
religious indifference or inter-confessionalism or even compromise, at the 
risk of aggravating the present state of affairs instead of improving it." 
"What one might call ecumenical ‘eirenism! is very different from the true 
— unity willed and commanded by Christ", the report said. acces: 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke at the Free University DE West Berlin in a 
-meeting organized by the German Student Christian Movement. on "The Church 
. in the Period Between New Delhi and the Second Vatican Gouncil!. 


He. told. the meeting that Kelataone between Roman Catlin eae! ‘and other 
Christians during this time had revealed "many signs that we-are entering 
a new period in which at last a real conversation could take place. 


~"The.very deep interest shown by many Roman Catholic circles in the 
ecumenical movement, the work of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, the 
sending of Roman Catholic observers to the (wec's) ‘Third Assembly, were all 
hopeful signs", -he said. oe baie Sta 


“Butt, he added, "at is not yet ae whether aE Seana Vatican 
~ Council will use’ the opportunity to establish a more constructive relaticn- 
ship and show that it takes the other churches seriously. <.; Thieswiil 
become clear in what the Council Says or does not say.on such questicns 
as egrets sep eae for all churches and on mixed marriages", he said. 

no : EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES CON-CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION 
(Birminghan, England) - Ministers of Anglican, Methodist, Baptint, and 


. Presbyterian churches jointly celebrated the -Holy Coumimnton at a service 


held here under auspices ‘of the Birmingham Ccuncil of Christian Churches. 


The service, which was conducted according to the Anglican Book cf 
Common, Prayer, marked the Tercentenary. of the Book ef Common Prayer and 
the. consequences of the Act of Uniformity of 1662-in “what is known as the 
"Great Hjectment". when some :2,000 clergy of the Church of England ‘were 
compelled to. give up their SaEtOneE charges because they Behe net con- 
scientiously accept the provisions of the Act. : 


An announcement said the Council decided to celebrate both events "to 
mark the immense change in the relations between the Church of England and 
Nonconformity which has taken place since 1662. 
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"By this one service", it said, "the Presbyterian and Independent 
traditions most deeply atfustea by the events of 1662; the Methodist: 
Church representing that Evangelical Revival which aid so much to pevitels ae 
all the churches in the eighteenth century; and the Church of England, from 
which all the others had reluctantly separated, were all united in the one 
act of Bucharistic Worship. af xia 


"Phat this was a responsible action", it added, "is witnessed by the 
fact that all those taking part have held or still hold leading positions 
in their respective churches". 


The celebrants were the Rev. Russell Shearer, former president of the 
Methodist Conference; the Rev. Stanley Ward, a leading member of the Baptist 
church in Birmingham; the Rev, Professor J.H. Fenn, former moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church of England; and Dr. Wilson, the Anglican Bishop of 
Birmingham. | 


"None of those concerned would regard this as a pattern of united 
worship for all occasions: its significance is symbolic", the announcement 


said. "It registered the fact that the churches are no longer feeling that 
they are radically divided, even at the most controversial point; and it. 
was the expression in action of the hope of final. reunion. Not all church- 


men of any tradition can be expected to approve, but the Council felt that 
this was the only adequate way in which the Tercentenary could be celebrated 
while giving due weight to the unity which has now been given to the. 

divided Church." BPS, eae ae 


ICA. CONSULTATION. STUDIES NATURE OF CHRISTIAN SERVICH 


(Nyborg, Denmark) - Divergent views on the nature of Christian service “have 
been expressed at the World Consultation on Inter- ‘Church Aid held here, 
ttime oy ee suLy 3). 


The’ ‘Consultation, called by the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service (DICARWS), prought together 140 representatives 
ef churches and church service agencies from 40 countries. 


Three distinguished churchmen - an American, a Swiss, and an Indian = 
have led the conference's thinking with three speeches, each of which © 
examined the theme of the Consultation, "What makes Christian service 
distinctive?", 


The first address was given by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, who is chair- 
man of the meeting, chairman of DICARWS, and stated clerk of the United 
Preshyterian Church in the USA. 4% 


He summed up his thesis in a single sentence: "Christian service is 
distinctively Christian when in fact it is an integral part of the 
Christian's service. to the Lord Jesus Christ." 


Dr. Blake added that it was dangerous to suppose that Christian service 
can be radically separated from Christian testimony to our Lord and His 
gospel, but crude, poor, or second grade Christian service cannot be justi- 
fied on the: ground that it contributes to evangolisnm. 


Dr. Heinrich Hellstern, director of Hilfswerk, the inter-church aid 
agency of the Swiss Evangelical Churches, said in his speech that the dis- 
tinctiveness of Christian service depends on the distinctiveness of the 
spiritual attitude out of which such service is undertaken. He said that 
wherever Christians saw need, they had to serve; and that they must not 
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ask whether such service would perhaps convert Muslims, Buddhists, or 
infidels to Christianity. 


"ALL men, 411 races, are subject to the temptations of evil", Dr. 
Hellstern went on. "To know this and still to serve also belongs to the 
distinctiveness of Christian service." 


Mr. Kerula Jacob, of the Church of South India, and secretary of the 
National Christian Council of India, after enumerating in his speech some 
of the qualities of Christian service, said he could not honestly claim . 
that these qualities were peculiar to Christian service. He thought that 
many non-Christian agencies also rendered service which showed the same 
qualities. 


7 However, he qualified this hy add..ng that the service rendered by 
Christians is part of the ministry of Christ Himself to the world and He 
is present when His faithful followers act in His name and for His sake. 
Such service would draw men not to those who serve but to Him who serves 
through then, 


The Consultation also mot in plenary session to hear reports from 
World Council staff about what is being done to meet the needs of refugees 
in many parts of the world; of the plans to hold next year the first 
assembly of, the All-Africa Church Conference; of the work of the East 
Asia Christian Conference; and of the activities of the Youth Department. 
All this work is church supported through DICARWS. 


Those attending the Consultation came from indigenous churches in 
countries including: Indonesia, Korea, Japan, Ceylon, India, Pakistan, 
Burma, Uganda, Ruanda-Urundi, Kenya, the Cameroons, Madagascar, Nigeria, 
Brazil, Chile, Peru, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, Jordan, and Lebanon, as well as 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Britain, the USA, Germany, Holland, France, Italy, 
Hungary, Poland, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand. ; 


Churches represented were the Lutheran, Presbyterian, Orthodox, Anglican 
Reformed, Evangelical, Methodist, and Brethren. _EPS, Geneva 


US LUTHERANS MERGE 


ee 


(Detroit) - The largest merger in the history of US Lutheranism has taken 
place here, . 


With solemn ceremony and song, four Lutheran denominations joined 
forces to become one church, 


"It is an epochal, long prayed-for event", said Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, 
of New York, president of the new body - the Lutheran Church in America. 


~he climatic moment of merger came when four segments of a mammoth 
candle were brought together to form a Bingle flame symbolizing the goal: 
of Christian unity. The new church, with a membership of 3,200,000 members 
in. 6,125 congregations, results from the merger of four churches: 


The United Lutheran Church, with a membership of 2,500,000; 

The Augustana Lutheran Church, predominantly of Swedish origin, 
with 630,000 members; 

The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church, with 36,000 members; 

The American Evangelical Lutheran Church, founded by Danish 
missionaries, with 25,000 members, 
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The new church is the largest of the three main bodies of Lutheranism 
in this country. The-others are the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, with 
2,600,000 members, and the American Lutheran Church, with 2,400,000 members. 


Dr. Fry, the new church's president, was president of the largest of 


the four merging bodies - the United Lutheran Church. He also is chairman 
of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, and president of 


the Lutheran World Federation. EPS, Geneva 


CONTINUED EXODUS OF ANGOLAN REFUGEES REPORTED 


(London) ~ Refugees continue to flee Portuguese rule in Angola, according 
to information received by the Baptist Missionary Society, London. 


During the first three days of June, 4 total of 16,640 refugees passed 
through Kuzi near the Congo/Angola border, it was reported last week in a 
letter received by the Society from the Kev. W.D. Grenfell, the Society's 
senior Angola missionary, working among the refugees. 


Mr. Grenfell wrote that hearing there had been another large exodus 
from Angola he went with other missionaries to the border to investigate. 
He said that at Kuzi he found an African Red Cross nurse who had kept a 
record of the numbers who had passed through. He reported she had recorded 
the "staggering total" of 16,640. He said the refugees had spread cut and 
settled among the Lewer Congo villages. 


Patients being treated by the nurse were reported mainly suffering from 
foot and leg sores. Mr. Grenfell said that the people with whem he and 
other missionaries talked had "terrible stories of their sufferings - in the 
bush and on the way out". He said one woman from Bembe, 4 former Baptist 
Missionary Society station, told of hiding in the woods and of planes 
machine-gunning and killing 18 persons. 


Mr. Grenfell reported that with no food distribution these new refugees 
are not going to find things easy. 


He said some of the refugees were frightened of white people as had 
been earlier groups of refugees last year. He said that the chiefs of 
Kuzi and another village, Nsiese, hoth felt it necessary to address the 
crowd which had gathered during his visit and to explain that Mr. Grenfell 
and his cclleagues were missionaries and therefore friends. EPS, Geneva 


NEW BILL WILL AMEND MARRIAGE LAWS FOR CHRISTIANS IN INDIA 


(New Delhi) - A bill seeking to amend and ccdify the law relating to marriage 
among Christians in India has heon introduced into the Leck Sabha (Lower 
House) of the Indian Parliament. 


The hill, which is termed the "Christian Marriage and Matrimonial 
Causes Biles is based cn recommendations of the Law Commissicn which con- 
sulted several Christian groups in India. 


The new bill would allow that when both parties are Christian the 
marriage.can be solemnized either as a civil marriage before a Marriage 
Registrar, or as a sacramental marriage conducted by ministers of churches 
recognized by the government or licensed by it. 
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The bill also provides for continuation of the provisions for "judicial 
separation" although the grounds for this are the same as for divorce. 
Notes on the clauses of the bill state that this is asked because Roman 
Catholics dco not recognize divorce and because considerable sections of the 
Protestant community are opposed to it. 


The Indian Parliament has already codified a Hindu Law relating to 
marriage and divorce and placed on the Statute Book a Special Marriage Act 
which legalizes inter-religious and inter-—caste marriages. BPS, Geneva 


SPANISH AMBASSADOR PROMISES IMPROVED CONDITIONS FOR PROTESTANTS 


(Washington, D.C.) - The new Spanish Ambassadcr to the United States, Don 

Antonio Garrigues, said here that his country new realizes that it has 
Ncommitted some errors toward" Protestants and is taking steps to correct 
the situation. 7 


In a question period following a speech to the National Press Club 
he was asked by a newspaperman if he believed in religious freedom in Spain. 


"T pelieve in religious liberty", he replied. "T will tell you very 
frankly that I am a Catholic, but we believe in liberty for Protestants as 
well. | 


"T recognize that we in Spain have committed some errors toward others", 


he ackncwledged. "We are correcting this and we are on cur way toward 
finishing entirely with it. We are ready to give Protestants tre statns 
they deserve in Spain." He added that new statutes concerning Protestant 


activity may permit work by the YMCA in Spain. It has been banned there 
for many years. ‘A 


The ambassador said sarlier +n his speech that reporta of a rift 
between the Catholic Church in Spain and the franco government are greatly 
exaggerated. i 4 BPS, Geneva 


FILM AT WORLD'S FAIR CAUSES CONTROVERSY 


(Seattle) ~ An-abstract film and sound presentation at the Christian 
Pavilion at the Seattle World's Fair continues to be a centre of contro-. 
versy. <3 i. ue 


More than 250,000 persons have already visited the Pavilion sponsored 
by 23 denominations and 18 agencies in the Northwest section of the United 
States. Several hundred of these have.called or written to protest the | 
‘ttavant garde" ‘film. 


The symbolic presentation opens with an ameeba-like splotch of black 
and white and includes a tree trickling with sap interpreted as the symhol 
of the Cross with Christ's blood dripping from it. 


Dr. Lemuel Petersen, executive vice-president of the Pavilion, feels 
that the controversy stirred by the film is significant. But although 
Pavilion officials are continuing to back the specially commissicned 
presentation some miner changes will be made, including an introduction, 
and a few scenes are to be added, 
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The film was produced by Sacred Design Associates of Minneapolis. It 
has been called "unusual", "outrageous", "stunning", "offbeat", and a "work 
of: art". The 10-minute presentation attempts to deal with man, his creation, 
his world, the story of the Garden of Eden and entry of evil, man's possible 
destruction by himself, his redemption by the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
promise of eternal life. EPS, Geneva . 


CHURCHES HELPED 20,000 NEW REFUGEES IN HONG KONG CRISIS 


(Nyborg, Denmark ) - Because of their long-standing services for refugees in 
Hong Kong, four leading church organizations were prepared and equipped to 
give immediate aid to 20,000 newcomers from the Chinese Mainland during the 
recent emergency. These were: Church World Service, Lutheran World 
service, the Salvation Army, and the Presbyterian World Services. 


That is what Mr. James B. Atkinson, executive staff representative of 
the World Council of Churches in Hong Kong, told the 140 participants in 
the World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid which met here last week. 


“Mr. Atkinson gave the Consultation what he called "four brutal facts" 
about the refugee situation in the tiny British colony. These are: 


ihy The island now has a population of about’3.000,000 ~ six 
times what it was at the end of World War II. There is almost a 
“50-50 relationship numerically between refugees and others. 


ap The ratio between births and deaths is 5 to 2, so that the 
natural increase in the population is roughly 2,000 a week. 


36 The Christian community in Hong Kong is extremely small, and 
the ratio of Christians: to others is rapidly diminishing as the 
refugee population grows. 


as The spectres of hunger and misery drive Chinese living on the 
Mainland to seek shelter in any way they can in Hong Kong. . 


°Mr. Atkinson said that when'a water-pipe was completed from the main-~ 
land to the colony, many Chinese crawled along it in a gamble that heave 
would be able to reach sanctuary before the water was turned on. 


Again, a party of Chinese allowed themselves to be refrigerated this 
year-in a box-car transporting meat. They knew they would become un-" © 
conscious soon after beginning their journey, but they eeper, that they: 
would be discovered in time and allowed to stay. ; 


"During the recent mass attempt to break into Hong Kong, about 60,000 
people were rounded up by the army and the police and, after ae given a 
meal, were returned to the Mainland", Mr. Atkinson said. 


"But some 20,000 others were able to elude detection and become ab- 
sorbed inthe households of families already in Hong Kong. These 20,000 
. newcomers are being looked after by the relief agencies who, because of 
their services to Chinese refugeés over many years, were equipped and ready 
to do this work. 


"They had everything necessary to help people in need, and: they were 
able to send food to those who had been sleeping under bushes ‘xy night.- 
They were even able to issue their -own form of ‘identity cards'. There 
was nothing ililegal about this, and it gave refugees the piece of paper.- 
they need, with a signature and a photograph on it, to prevent, them ee 
being whisked away. 
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"Because the churches have built up such services and -facilities in 
the past, and continue to support them with money and personnel, they are 
able to act as soon as a need is felt." EPS, Geneva.. 


HONG KONG REGISTERS NEW ARRIVALS 


(Hong Kong) -~ The Hong Kong Government has set up two registration centres, 
cne in Hong Kong, the other in Kowloon, to issue identity cards to new 
arrivals from China. Illegal immigrants attempting entry by land or sea 
will continue to be turned back. Those who can successfully make their 
way to the urban centres will in general receive identity papers. The - 
official view-point is understood to be that the Colony can cope with small 
numbers, hut that mass immigration would create an impossible situation. - 


Bach registration centre handles about 500 people per day. Poople wait 
in queues, sometimes all night, but the authorities stress there is no 
necessity for this. 5° 


Meanwhile unofficial estimates of the number of illegal immigrants who 
have successfully absorbed themselves into the community during the first 
five months of the year range from 20,000 to as high as 50,000 persons. -+ 


The smuggling of refugees hy sea from Macao is a flourishing and lucra- 
tive trade. Every week.numbers of junks make the trip pringing profits to 
the junk master of HK $10,000 (US $1,750) per voyage. Junks that are 
intercepted are towed back to Chinese waters. EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED PUBLICATION URGES "BRIDLE" ON SOUTH AFRICA'S POWBRS 


(Capetown) - The official publication »f the Dutch Reformed Church in South 
Africa has warned that the drastically restrictive "NAnti-Sabotage" Act 
sponsored by the South African government, makes it necessary ''to keep a 
bridle on government", according to Religious News service (RNS). 


The Service quotes an editorial in Kerkbode saying that the check on 
government is necessary because "government tends to give itself even 
greater powers.» 


"Tt is up to well-organized institutions or organizations wherein 
freedom of individuals is to be protected, to keep these powers in balance", 
Kerkbode said. 


According to RNS, observers here said it was rare for a Dutch Reformed 
Church publication to-criticize the government, as the national administra- 
tion was made up "overwhelmingly" of church members. ; 


The "Anti-Sabotage Bill" proposed by the government is described by 
proponents as a defence against the inroads of Communists. It gives extra- 
ordinary powers to the Minister of Justice for use in the event of extreme 
national emergency. Opponents, including many churchmen and church bodies, 
have charged that it can be used to buttress the government's drive .to 
preserve its apartheid policy. 


The Dutch Reformed publication's editorial asked prayers. that "in these 
dangerous times the authorities won't misuse too much power". 


"At the same time", it added, "it is surely unwise to agitate more 


strongly against the opponents of communism -- as our government is - than 
against communism itself". iat 
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The editorial also criticized some of the government's opponents: 
"Holding up the horror of Hitlerism and Nazism as some are doing - and. 
comparing these with South African government actions - helps only to. . 
thwart the steps being taken against communism." BPS, Geneva 


ee 


} US METHODIST YOUTH URGE CONTINUED MERGER DISCUSSIONS 


(Evansville, Ind.) - The-National Conference of the Methodist Student Move- 
ment (USA) at its annual policy-making meeting here called upon The Methedis 
. Church to continue union discussions with some other denominations. 


‘The youth adopted a statement asking it to continue: 1) ‘its plans for 
union with the Evangelical United Brethren Church: 2) its plans for con- 
versations with the Protestant Episcopal Church; and 3) to give serious 
consideration to the proposal for a union of the United Presbyterian Church, 
Protestant Episcopal Church, United Church of Christ, and The Methodist 
Church. 


In another action the youth challenged some Methodist-related colleges 
and universities for choosing faculty members for their "religious and . 


cultural conformity" rather than for their “academic competence", 


"We have become aware of restrictions on freedom of inquiry and action 
within certain of. our Methodist-related colleges and universities", they 
said. - "They include the following: restrictions on academic freedom, 
religious inquiry, freedom of assembly, and open forum on controversial 
issues", wi 


The students insisted that "it is incumbent upon The Methodist Church 
to assume its rightful responsibility in insisting that its colleges and 
universities assure the fullest degree of freedom in these regards", 


“n another session the students outlined four steps to back up their 
resolutions against racial discrimination. These were in support of: - 


i. Efforts to effect the desegregation of swimming facilities of 
the Lake Junaluska, N.C., summer assembly of the Southeastern Jurisdiction 
of the Methodist Church. ei iM ain itt 


2.°° Study and work in voter registration in the Scuth in the summer 


of 1963. 
~ 3. A proposed interracial seminar in Mississippi cr Alabama, the. 


purpdse:of which would be to allow Negro and white students tc confront 
together the racial:issue in the light of Christian ethics. 


4. Regional or state seminars on areas of racial discrimination and 
problems of the limited participation of Negro students in the various 


levels of the Methodist Student Movement. . EPS, Geneva 


HOMES FOR INDIA'S HOMELESS 


(New York) -~ Homes for otherwise homeless Indian people will shortly begin 
rising in the Ahmednagar section near Bombay as a result of the first | 
grant-in-aid from the Shelters for the Shelterless fund administered by 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a Christian pacifist organization. 


Now e> — 6thidury, L962 sue: Xe: 


For what Americans might expect to pay for two very modern yet rudi- 
mentary fallout shelters, eight Indian families, totalling 43 persons, will 
find their living needs cared for in year-round apartments. For many it 
will mean their first permanent shelter. 


Construction of the buildings, adobe brick stabilized with four-percent 
cement and stone, will be undertaken for the most part by the farilies them- 
selves under the direction of Dr. Hale Cook, Public Health director for the 
area. There will be separate cooking, washing, and sleeping areas for each 
family. 


The programme of Shelters for the Shelterless, emphasizing the positive, 
constructive aspect of human shelters as an alternative to fallout shelters, 
plans to assist in the construction of other homes in Somalia, Tanganyika, 
and Brazil as soon as funds and facilities become available. 

EPS, Geneva 


KIDNAPPED MISSIONARIES REPORTED SEEN 


(Akron) - The three kidnapped missionaries in Viet Nam have been seen by 
Vietnamese friends, but thus far efforts to arrange for their return have 
been unsuccessful. (See EPS No. 23) 


This word has been received at Mennonite Central Committee headquarters 
here from Louis King, foreign secretary of the Christian and Missicnary 
Alliance. There was no indication of their condition or state of. health. 


The ee who served in an Alliance leprosarium seven miles south of 
the town of Banmethuoct, were Dr. Eleanor Ardel Vietti, the Rev. Archie 
Mitchell, and Mr. Daniel Gerber. They were captured by Vietnamese 
Communists on May 30. | EPS, Geneva 


YWCA LEADERS STUDY ADULT EDUCATION NEEDS 


(Geneva) - Forty-five YWCA leaders representing 30 national associations 

have concluded a ten-day consultation at Crét Bérard near here on the NYg" 
adult education programme and its relevancy to modern needs. Major emphasis 
was given to assessing main currents in the "Y" programme and discussion of 
new needs and promising trends in the field. 


Dr. J.R. Kidd, chairman of the UNESCO Committee for the Advancement of 
Adult Education, in an address to the consultation reminded it that the. 
task ahead for Christian women's movements in adult education is immense. 


"Despite all our efforts, and despite many improvements in the situation, 
girls and women will probably continue to receive less education and inferior 
education", he said. He added that this is true particularly in secondary 
and higher education. He urged "first, that we make up our minds to fight 

its; and second, to understand what a load this places on the forces of 

adult education". 


A report of the meeting said that a preliminary inquiry of the work of 
the YWCA in combatting illiteracy, made in connection with a UNESCO survey, 
revealed that "Ys" in many countries had done "more than was expected". 

It noted that the YWCA has "a multiplicity of activities - not only where 
illiteracy is predominant - to help women and men to become literate as well 
as to take increased responsibility in community development and to improve 
the standards of living of their families". 


talon 
> 
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Consultation discussions emphasized the need for broad, general educa- 
tion programmes which would concentrate on helping persons to understand 
rapid social, economic, and technological changes and to become interested 
in the evolution of science and its effects on the life of women and their 
families. 


The consultation urged that adult education programmes make use of 
research, and expert knowledge available in the fields of sociology, anthro- 
-pology, and psychology "in order to counteract the effects of growing 
tensions due to rapid social change". Participants also emphasized the 
need for "more content and deeper Christian insight into adult education". 


Speakers included Miss Ethlyn Christensen, director of the Bureau of 
Research and Programme Resources of the National Board of the YWCA in the 
United States; Dr. Margaret Read,-professor of anthropology at: the Univer- 
sity of Oxford; and the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of the 
World Council of Churches! Heumenical Institute. EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS. INSTRUCTION BANNED IN GOAN SCHOOLS 


(New Delhi) -~ Goa has banned religious instruction in state dela at any 
time and in church-related and other private schools during regular class 
hag etme ities to a report received here, 


ie said that the ban had been imposed by Lt. Gov. Tumkur Pe ale of 
India. Goa was taken from Portugal in the recent Indian invasion. «>=: 


Religious instruction may be given only in the private schools at the 
end of the regular day, provided studonts have the written consent of their 
parents or guardians, vhe repert said. 


Some 35 per cent of Goa's population of about 650,000 are Roman Catholic 
and the remainder almost entirely Hindu. EPS, Geneva 


SWEDISH LUTHERANS GIVE $200,000 FOR ALGERIAN AID 


(Geneva) - The amount of | 6200,000 has been given by the National. Committee in 
Sweden of the Lutheran World PEPE aio to the Christian Committee for 
“Service in Algeria (CCSA). : 


The money which has been transferred to LWF Pe ei here will be 
used for projects. chosen by the Federation. The Federation has undertaken 
to raise $500,000 for the Algerian aid programme. . The World Council of 
Churches is asking its 197 member churches for $1,400,000 to. finance it: 
first year's work. (See EPS No. 23) a) EPS, Geneva 


MEMO_TO ECOSOC DELUGATIONS QUTLINES WCC STATEMENTS | 


(Geneva) - A memorandum outlining statements made by the World Council of 
Churches and its agency, the Commission of the Churches on International 

Affairs, on selected items of the provisional agenda has been sent to: the 
heads of delegations to the Thirty-fourth Session of the UN Economic and 

Soci :.1‘Council which opened here this week. 
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An accompanying letter signed by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Commission 
director, and Dr. Elfan Rees, CCIA Representative in Europe, assured the 
delegations that "the people in our churches around the world increasingly 
recognize the work of the Council as a significant contribution to a just 
peace, and pray for its success". 


Among the 17 items dealt with in the memorandum are: world economic 
trends, economic and social consequences of disarmament, international 
commodity problems, questions relating to science and technology, land 
reform and rural development, human rights, status of women, and refugees. 

EPS, Geneva 


DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH ISSUES STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR ARMAMENT 


(The Hague) - A lengthy statement dealing with nuclear weapons, disarmament, 
and the Christian's role in working for world peace, has been issued by the 
General Synod of the Netherlands Reformed Church. 


The statement, which was accepted by the Synod.at a four-day meeting 
here last week, is an elaboration and supplement to a Pastoral. Letter issued 
by the Synod ten years ago, and to a shorter statement issued in 1956. 


The opening section of the new statement dealing with the task of the 
church, emphasizes that while "the preaching of the Gospel of the Peace of 
God remains the first and most real task of the Church, that faith would 
begome a pious illusion or a fatalistic speculation if Christians were to 
cease to stand up for peace and justice in this world because they o7n 
not change the world in such a way that it will become the Kingdom of God". 


Salient points of the document are these: 


-~ Rejection of the theory that an "equilibrium" in possession of 

~ nuclear weapons by the major powers can act as a deterrent to nuclear war 
because a conflict begun on a limited scale with conventional or strategical 
weapons would almost certainly lead to the use of nuclear weapons. 


- War throughout the ages has been a means in the rise and fall of 
cultures and a way in which nations have measured their strength. There- 
fore it has rarely been possible, without distortion of the facts, to place 
war on the same level as a police action. 


- Christians must do everything in their power to promote 'opcn!.co- 
existence that reckons with the "inner dynamic of history" because "they know 
too much of human guilt, individual and collective, in the history of the 
West ... (to feel) justified in regarding the Iron Curtain as a wall separ- 
ating light from darkness". 


- Christians must be ready to take "responsible risks" tc achieve peace 


- Nothing should be neglected that would lead to arrangements for the 
radical limitation of armaments for waging war. 


- Christians must urge governments to risk the abandonment cf 
nuclear tactical weapons, because their possession runs the much greater 
risk that they will eventually be used. EPS, Geneva 


ai tania 
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GENUINE DIALOGUE ASKED IN PROTESTANT-ROMAN CATHOLIC DISCUSSIONS 


(Geneva) ~ A plea for dialogue between Protestants and Roman Catholics 
which would be "a genuine meeting in truth" and not "stopped by chaining 
the words to a strictly limited méaning, e.g., by some church declaration", 
has been made by Professor K.E. Skydsgaard, professor cf systematic theo~ 
logy at the University of Copenhagen. 


Writing in the July issue of The Boumenical Review, quarterly publi- 
cution of the World Council of Churches, Professor Skydsgaard, who was 
for two years research professor of the Lutheran World Federation's Special 
Commission on Inter-Confessional Research, stresses that dialogue must 
precede ecclesiastical definition because "dialogue implies freedom cf 
thought; otherwise it will inevitably come to a standstill", 


He notes as an example that premature and rigid definition of the 


nature of the Church would make dialogue impossible. At present, he says, 
the question "on both sides ... is being tackled in a way that was not 
possible in former theological thought". He cites specifically the 


importance ascribed to baptism in the discussion of membership of the 
Church. | 


"An open and genuine dialogue on this subject is going on between 


. Roman Catholic and Protestant theologians. It would be detrimental to 
..check this dialogue by a. premature fixation cf the terms of the MARE 


by one side. or the other." 


The article cautions that "dialogue means patience and cannot. “be 
attempted by men whn insist on achieving results spéedily. 


"In our age, and especially in this period immediately pteaenine the 
Second Vatican Council, there is a dangerous, though most understandable 
temptation to haste, fan least on the Roman Catholic side: But we need 


sto be cautious and sober. 'Koumenical! haste does not understand the 
real mystery of schism. At present the most important thing is to learn 


to work together - even in the midst cf disagreement.!! 


Speaking specifically of the Second Vatican Council, which he says 
has "raised much hope", Professor Skydsgaard warns that "as regards theo- 
logical questions the danger is of going too much. 


. "Some questions may, I. hope, be ripe for decision, e.g., the question 
of religious liberty; but there are others which, for the benefit cf all 
parties, are best dealt with patiently and on aeued decision should be 
postponed". Among these, he says, are the questions of Scripture and 
Tradition, of 'cooperatio!, and of the limits of the Church. 


The article is one of several dealing with inter- confessional problems 
appearing in the rhe issue of The ees Review. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO BPS | READERS 


Because of the importance of several stories contained in this edition 
of Ecumenical Press Service, it was decided. not to suspend publication, as 
had been planned. No issue will be published. next week (Tube Lah The 
next issue will be published on July 20. 


Wosse5.- 6th! July, 01962 . 14 


IN BRIEP 


Continuance of doctrinal discussions with other Lutheran bodies and 
with the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches of. North America has been voted 
by the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Delegates to the synod!s 45th’ 
triennial convention took the’ action on recommendation of its Committee. on 
Doctrine and Intersynodical Matters. They also voted to work toward None 
Lutheran Church" and advocated the formation of an International Lutheran 
Synodical Conference to this end. | 


* * * 


Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris, has authorized the: clergy: in his 
diocese to wear a black or dark grey clerical suit with clerical collar for 
all occasions except in church or during religious ceremonies. Until now 
priests have been required to wear the ankle-length soutane. The Arch- 
bishop’ said the change was approved because, while priests must wear a 

costume which distinguishes them from the laity, opinion, manners of life, 
and means of transport have changed and it should be the one best adapted 
to the requirements of his life and pastoral duties. 


x &£ # 


Dr. Chuzo Yamada of Tokyn.has been named the new general secretary of 
the National Christian Council cf Japan. Prior to-his appointment he ‘was 
secretary of the Council's General Affairs Department. Tnvsully 7 Ee60paDr. 
Yamada was a delegate to the World Council of Churches! Consultation on 
Evangelism in Geneva, Tn his new post he succeeds the Rev. Kiyoshi Hirai, 
who resigned. 


xX % 


Students of Manchester University, England, have Suilt a '"Deathcmeter" 
in All Saints Square, Manchester, as part of the "Freedom from Hunger Week" 
campaign. The "deathometer" records that one porson dies from hunger 
every six seconds. 


% xX + 


All property of the Swedish Baptist mission in the Congo has Wie 
handed nver officially to Congolese Baptist churches in a spocial service 
during the meeting of the Swedish Baptist Uninn-in Stockholm. Two official 
representatives of the Congolese Baptist “onvention took part in the ceremony. 
Missionaries sonn to leave for the Congn were presented. . 


KM HS 
Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Jewish religious leaders are members 


of a Committee of Reconciliation which has been formed in Oran, Algeria. 
The committee is composed of 14 Moslems and 14 Huropeans, 


* * * 

The Church of South India has 59 mission hospitals with a total of 
4,871 beds, and other churches in South India have 52 hospitals with 4,927 
beds.. + These figures are given in an article by Dz. Donald Peterson, of 


the Christian Medical College, Vellore, in a recent issue of South India 
Churchman. 


* ¥% * 


_ 
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Dr. Andrew Cordier, Under General Secretary of the hited Nations for 
many years, was presented with a citation for distinguished service »y the 
General Brotherhood Board of the Church of the Brethren (US) at the church's 
recent Annual Conference. A minister of the Church of the Brethren, Dr, 
Cordier was cited for his "sustained, brilliant and dedicated service to 
the causes of international peace and justice", On July 1 Dr. Cordier 
assumed his new duties as Dean of the Graduate School of International 
Affairs of Columbia University. 


* * * 


The World Theological Education Seminar Sponsored by the World Council 
of Christian Education is underway in Belfast, Ireland. The meeting which 
opened last Saturday is being attended by 49 persons from the younger 
churches, 3 missionaries, and 38 persons from Western Hurope and the United 
States. They represent in all 41 countries of all the continents, and 
come from 40 theological colleges and seminaries. Theme of the week-long 
meeting is "The Teaching Ministry of the Church". Co-chairmen are Dr. 
Kathleen Bliss, director of the educational work of the Church of England; 
and De. Donald M!Timkulu, of Northern Rhodesia, secretary of the Provisional 
Committee of the All-Africa Church Conference. 


* * * 


A three-day retreat for 15 Protestant and five Roman Catholic clergymen 
was conducted at the Benedictine Monastery of Mount Saviour in Blmireay Na Vier 
(USA). The retreat included eight lectures on the monastic life and its 
discipline. All retreatants observed the monastic offices during the three 
days. Before departing the ministers indicated their desire to bring 
Special groups from their own parishes to the monastery for similar retreats. 
The retreat was held at the Suggestion of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
a Christian pacifist group. 


* % * 


Nineteen youth will begin teaching and related assignments in Africa 
this year under a new Teachers Abroad Programme (TAP) of the Mennonite 
Central Committee (USA). They will go to schools in Tanganyika, Kenya, 
Northern Rhodesia, Nyasaland, and the Congo. In addition, 42 persons are 
participating in an orientation school being held under Committee auspices 
in Akron, Ohio, before entering service assignments in foreign relief, Pax, 
Voluntary Service, and at MCC headquarters. 


* * * 


All Roman Catholic nuns working in governnent-operated hcespitals must 
leave their posts by March 15, 1964, it has been ruled by Ceylon's Minister 
of Health, A.P. Jayasuriya. His directive, which includes Ceylonese as 
well as foreign-born nuns, follows a pattern of forcing Catholic nuns and 
priests to leave the island. The relations between the churches a::d the 
a4 EN have become increasingly difficult in recent months. (See 
EPS No. 7 


* ys * 


An estimated 1,500 persons, including 1,000 official delegates, are 
scheduled to attend the second Anglican Congress to be held in Toronto, 
Canada, August 13-23, 1963. Congress theme will be "The Church's Mission 
to the World", EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


"SUPREME _¢ COURT DECISION ee STORM 


(Washington, D.C. ) ~ A storm of protest has arisen in the United States 
over the Supreme Court's decision barring recitation of a 22- word non- 
denominational prayer in New York State's public schools. (See EPS No. 24) 


Few recent Supreme Court rulings have provoked so immediate reaction 
and criticism from Congressional leaders, churchmen, educators, and others. 


While Roman Catholic opinion has been almost uniform in condemning the 
decision, Protestant leaders have been divided, some leaders feeling that 
the: verdict was just and in the interest of religious freedom. Jewish 
spokesmen have generally had high praise for it. Hayy 


The six-to-one decision of the court declared that recitation of the 
prayer violated the Constitution's First Amendment prohibition against the 
establishment of any religion by the government. Although the ruling > 
applied only to a specific case in New York State, it will affect npusariie 
of schools all over the nation. : _ 


One’ of the first comments denouncing the decision came in a joint 
personal statement from J. Irwin Miller, president, and Dr. Roy G.:.Ross, 
general sécretary, of the National Council of Churches. They asserted 
that the Church-State separation principle "need not and must not prevent 
forms of public school recognition of the role of religion as viewed by 
the vast majority of parents and other American citizens". 


Their statement noted that the National Council "has De namie ane 
conviction that the school has a responsibility with respect to the 
religious foundations of our culture. No impairment of the separation of 
Church and State is involved in the assumption of such responsibility". 


Archbishop Takovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox Church of North and 
South America, termed it "an unexpected and ill-timed blow" 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop James A. Pike of California, decried what 
he called the "secularist interpretation. It is unfortunate that in our 
pluralistic culture a better way cannot be found than negativism by which 
such decisiom confine public education to what tends to secularist inter- 
pretation of reality", he said. 


Many Protestant. leaders, however, supported the decision. pr. veun, 
Carlson, executive secretary of the Baptist Joint Committee 'cf ‘Public 


Affairs, defended it because he said "a legislative prayer" such as that 


in question has*no religious significance to Baptists and that "all the. 
friends of genuine prayer experience must OPy ARS Le be cautious about the 


devising of: ‘prayers by government agencies". 


‘Dr. ‘Dean M. Kelley, director of the National Council of Churches' 
Department of Religious Liberty, commented that "many Christians will 
welcome the decision. It gah the religious rights of minorities and 
guards against the development of ‘public school religion! which is neither 
Christianity nor Judaism, but something less than either", he said. 
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Support also came from the Christian Century, the influential un- 
denominational Protestant weekly. "Tn our view", an editorial said, 
"the Supreme Court has rendered a service of the greatest importance to 
religion as well as to the integrity of a democratic state. It has 
placed one more obstacle in the way of those who desire eventually to use 
the power of the state to enforce conformity to religious or political 
ideas." 


Roman Catholic leaders quoted were unanimous in deploring the decision. 
Francis Cardinal Spellman, Archbishop of New York, said the ruling "shocked" 
and "frightened" hin, James Francis Cardinal McIntyre, Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, salled it "scandalizing to one of American blood and principles", 


America, the national Catholic weekly, described it as the "Black 
Monday Decision" that "spits in the face of our history, our tradition, 
and our heritage as religious people". 


The decision also evoked a furnre in Congress. "Rarely", according 
tc one report "has a decision hy the Supreme Court been greeted with such 
an outburst of indignation as that which erupted in the House and Senate 
when word of the decision reached the legislators". 


Both Democrats’ and Republicans took the floor to denounce the decision 
in strident language and in both houses bills were introduced to amend the 
Constitution to overrule the decision and permit the reading of prayers 
or Bible verses in the public schools. 


Only one Congressional voice was heard in support of the new law. 
Democratic Congressman Emanuel Celler of Brooklyn, New York, said he did 
not see that the Court had "any other choice. All parties agreed that 
the prayer was religious in nature", he said. "This being so it ran- 
contrary to the First Amendment..." LY 


In an attempt to calm the storm President Kennedy reminded a news 
conference that the decision"leaves the individual to pray by himself in 
his home or church", and that the ruling "should encourage Americans to’ 
engage in more private religious activity. 


"We have in this case a very easy remedy", the President said, "and 
this is to pray ourselves. I would think that it would be a welcome 
reminder to every American family that we can pray a good deal more at 
home and attend our churches with a good deal more fidelity, and we can 
make the true meaning of prayer much more important to the lives of all 
our children. That power is very much open to us." 


Meanwhile, the American Civil Liberties Union, whose New York branch 
sponsored the Supreme Court case, announced it has called upon its 33 
national affiliates to effect a coast-to-coast drive against religious 
practices in the public schools with a view to outlawing Christmas and 
Chanukah observances, Bible reading, recitation of the Lord's prayer, and 
baccalaureate services. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC AND CONFESSIONAL BODIES INVITED TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, 
and the World Presbyterian Alliance poe been invited to send observers to 
the Second Vatican Council. | 


Officials of the World Council and of the two world confessional bodies 
have announced that separate invitations have been received at their res- | 
pective headquarters here from the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
in Rome. The Council is slated to open October 11. 


‘The invitations were sent "in the name of His Holiness Pope Taher XXIII, 
who has demonstrated so much goodwill toward Christians who are not in 
communion with the Holy Apostolic See". 


They were signed by Augustine Cardinal Bea, S.J., eee president, 
and Mgr. J.G.M. Willebrands, Secretariat secretary. 


The invitations asked the bodies to inform the Prong lariat peace ie: 
August 1 of the names” ‘of “delegated observers". i Past a os 


The World Council was asked to name "one or two!’ persons. The Tuitheran 
World Federation was asked to name "two or three" and the World Presbyterian 
Alliance was asked to name "three". Officials of the three bodies said the 

invitations will be dealt with by their ia asi coat te sre groups. 
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The concluding paragraph of the invitation letter states: VO ee O19 
hope and prayer before Our Lord that the presence of these Observers may be 
an efficacious contribution to an ever increasing understanding and esteem 
between all those who have been baptized in Christ, our common Lord and 
Master". 


The World Council of Churches has a membership of 197 churches of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Old Catholic confessions in more than 
80 countries. The Lutheran World Federation represents 64 member churches in 
36 countries. The World Presbyterian Alliance has a membership of 89 
churches of the Reformed and Presbyterian family in 77 countries. 


In London the World Methodist Council's Executive Committee has 
announced that it has received an invitation, but will defer the choice of 
observers until later. 


An invitation has also been forwarded to the Svangelical Church of 
Germany (EKID) whose Council decided in a recent two-day meeting that it 
will accept and send one observer. : EPS, Geneva 


CANTERBURY NAMES VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(London) - The names of the three Anglican delegate observers to the Second 
Vatican Council which meets in October have been released by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury... ; ) 


They are to be the Bishop of Ripon, Dr. John Moorman, of the Church of 
England; Dr. Frederick Grant, formerly Dean of Seabury-Western Theological 
Seminary at Evanston, USA, of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and the 
Ven. Charles de Soysa, Archdeacon of Colombo, Ceylon, of the Church of India, 
Pakistan, Burma, and Ceylon. : 


The Archbishop, who-had the task of selecting the three as president 
of the Lambeth Conference, said: "It ‘is fitting that we of the Anglican 
Communion should accept this invitation from our fellow Christians in the 
Roman Catholic Church. The deep doctrinal differences between the Church 
of Rome and our own church do not alter the call that comes to all Christians 
to pray for the forthcoming Vatican Council that it may by God's blessing 
serve the cause of Christendom in truth and righteousness." 


In Rome it was learned that news of appointment of the Anglican 
Communion's observers had been received with satisfaction. Father Robert 
A. Graham, S.J... special correspondent for Religious News Service, reported 
that Vatican sources expressed the hope that the Anglican example will be 
followed before very long by other non-Catholic religious communities. 

£4 a pak HPS, Geneva 


RABBIS OPPOSE JEWISH SECULAR PARTICIPATION IN VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Miami Beach, Florida) - The Rabbinical Council of America has voiced sharp 
opposition to the possible participation by Jewish secular groups in the 
Second Vatican Council. Be . 


The Council, in an unanimously adopted resolution, asserted that "no 
secular agencies, or their leaders, have the authority. to make such repre- 
sentations on behalf of the religious Jewish community", if invited to do so. 
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"Such actions may jeopardize and impair the improvement of Christian- 
Jewish relations", the resolution warned. EPS, Geneva. 


NEW CHARTER DRAFTED FOR CHURCH AID PROMOTION, SERVICES 


(Aarhus, Denmark) - A new statement on the principles governing the promo- 
tion of church service agencies has been drafted at a conference here of 
some 50 Christian promoters from countries in North and South America, 
KHurope, Asia, Africa, and the Commonwealth. 


The conference concluded here last week after studying for five days 
the work of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
service. The meeting was convened jointly by the Division and the WCC's 
Department of Information. 


The definition of promotion now put forward by the proposed charter is 
that it includes functions of information, education, challenge, and of 
giving and receiving. 


The draft sees the promotion of Inter-Church Aid in three different 
contexts: 


i. It is activated both by human sympathy for suffering and by the 
total ministry to which Jesus Christ calls his Church. It must express 
the faith of the Church, manifest the love of Jesus Christ for all men, 
and be in the Pe Sign of hope. 


i 

2. Inter-Church/is an expression of, and is exercised in, the unity 
of the Body of Christ on earth; it demonstrates the unity of the 
Church and helps to strengthen it. It deepens the Church's spiritual 
life and extends its missionary outreach. 


43. Inter-Church Aid is service to the world, and therefore must -take 
into account all those social, cultural, political, economic, and racial 
considerations which form the climate of this world. 


The charter, as drafted, says that Christian promotion has three pur- 
poses, none of which can be neglected without perverting the whole task. 
These purposes are: a) To build up_a Christian community informed about and 
committed to the work of Inter-Church Aid, both among those who contribute 
materially or with services and among those who administer or receive those 
contributions; b) To fulfil through modern means of communication a special- 
ized form of evangelism; and c) To arouse and guide interest in the work of 
Inter-Church Aid itself. 


The characteristics of Christian promotion, listed by the draft, includes 
integrity in the presentation of the work; sensitivity in love to the human 
feelings of those affected by the work; personal involvement by those whose 
participation is invited; and high technical competence, 


"Christian promoters," the draft statement continues, "have to produce 
materials challenging all Christians everywhere to participate in Inter- 
Church Aid through their prayers, their service, and their money. Financial 
appeals are not enough; they must go together with appropriate requests for 
people to serve and to intercede." 


The draft charter will be submitted, for consideration and appropriate 
action,to the Divisional Committee of DICARWS, the WCC's Departmental 
Committee of Information, when they meet in Paris in August, and to corres- 
ponding bodies at national level. EPS, Geneva 
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EDUCATORS REVIEW TEACHING MINISTRY OF CHURCH 


(Belfast, Ireland) - The Teaching Ministry:of the Church was the theme of 
an eight-day seminar held here under auspices of the World Council of 
Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Some 90 churchmen repre- 
senting 40 theological colleges and seminaries: in Asia, Africa, Europe, and 
North and South America participated. i 


A summary report presented at the conclusion of the seminar said that 
it was the consensus that the: task of proclaiming the Gospel and the teaching 
of the Christian faith are two aspects of one central mission and are insep- 
arably related. 


Participants laid strong stress on the need for the best possible intro- 
duction of the theological student to the traditional disciplines of the 
Bible, church history, theology, and related subjects, but equal emphasis 
also. was given to the need for clergymen to understand the world outside the 
Church and to learn to communicate to persons living in that world. The 
seminar also advocated that clergymen should receive continuing in-service 
training because of rapidly changing world conditions, and that seminaries 
should undertake research on: the needs of their churches, workers, and 
members. a 


In: a-speech at the seminar, Dr. Gerald . Knoff, executive secretary oi 
the USA National. Council of Churches! Division of Christian Education, listed 
four major contemporary issues which the Church must face in its teaching 
ministry. 


Dr. Knoff said these are the changing standards of sexual morality, the 
search for social and racial justice, the quest for peace with justice in a 
nuclear age, and the desire for greater unity of the churches. 


Another speaker, Dr. David R. Hunter, head of the Department of Christia 
Education of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the USA, said that Christian 
education ‘should help ‘people to deal with their immediate problems instead 
of concentrating .on some possible future situation. 


Dr. J. Russell Chandran, principal of the United Theological College 
in Bangalore, India, stressed the necessity of a close relationship between 
teaching and preaching. | 


Meeting concurrently was a consultation on children's work which drew 
some 70 persons from 28 countries. Participants in this two-day meeting sper 
the larger part of their time in small discussion groups, on the substance of 
lectures which dealt with the study of the child, his needs, growth, anc 
development, and his relation to his cultural environment and to the Christie 
fellowship. 


A third meeting - the World Institute on Christian Education - brought 
together 300 delegates from more than 80 countries. In a keynote address 

to this groupDr C.H. Hwang, principal of Tainan Theological College, Taiwan, 
‘discussed "the creative tension" which must be present between the Church 
and the world. He said the Church exists for the sake of its mission in. the 
‘world, and in time of rapid social change it becomes imperative that its 
members understand the meaning of their partnership in the Church which is 
the Body of Christ. 
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In three commissions, each dealing with the theme "What is the Church?", 
participants explored the impact of today's world on the individual and the 
family, its impact on the life of the community, and the impact of revolution- 
ary change on the nation and the world. 


All of these meetings were held in connection with the assembly of the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association which will 
be held here on July 25-27. EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN CHURCHES ASK CHANGE IN IMMIGRATION POLICY 


(Sydney) - The Australian Council of Churches has urged the Australian govern- 
ment to follow the lead given by Canada in basing admissibility into the 
country solely on education, technical skill, employment opportunity, and 
character, without discrimination as to race, colour, or national origin. 


The statement also asked the government to adopt the same naturalization 
procedure for all resident aliens, thus enabling non-Europeans to be natural- 
ized after five years in the same way as Europeans, instead of having to 
wait 15 years as at present. 


The Council also urged that Australian citizens of non-European origin 
be allowed to sponsor relatives on the same basis as Australians of European 
origin. 


In adopting its new policy-statement on immigration, the Council declared 
that the way to convince other countries of Australia's goodwill is a con- 
Spicuous public measure such as that recently taken by Canada. It said that 
"at the very least the Australian government could and should publicly 
retract earlier statements - e.g. that of the Commonwealth Year Book of 1960 
that ‘in pursuance of established policy the general practice is not to per- 
mit persons of non-Huropean descent to enter Australia for the purpose of 
settling permanently! - and announce that non-European settlement is a regular 
part of Australian immigration policy, its volume and character to be under- 
stood in the light of the underlying principles, admitted by all nations, 
of maintaining a reasonable degree of social homogene ity and a reasonable 
balance of national origins and customs". ; EPS, Geneva 


PRAYERS ASKED FOR COLOMBIAN PROTESTANTS 


(Bogata) - Colombian Protestant leaders meeting here for a two-day consul- 
tation on religious liberty have issued a call to prayer to Christians to 
observe Sunday, August 5 as a day for intercessory prayer for "the persecuted 
Church-of Colombia". The consultation was convened by the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia. 


|The appeal for prayer stated that "for more than fifteen years the 
Protestant Church in Colombia has experienced persecution and discrimination". 
It said that "more than 100 Protestant martyrs have paid for their faith 
with their. own blood" and that "dozens of churches have been destroyed and 
more than 200 Protestant schools have been forced to close". 


The text of the appeal also declared that "religious intransigence in 
Colombia has reached such an extremity that in the public schools Protestant 
children are persecuted and harassed" and that "many other acts of discrim- 
.ination against the evangelical Christian faith have been committed against 
individuals and churches". 
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. The appeal for prayer was signed by the Rev. Antonio Welty, consultation 
president. 


Meanwhile, the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia has reported that 
three children of the town of Silvania in the Cundinamarca Department have 
been expelled. from the public school for refusing to attend Mass with their 
class-mates. It said that before expulsion the boys, all sons of the same 
family, had been made to attend instruction classes in the Catholic faith 
and that they "suffered frequent harassment and discrimination". EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICANS AND PRESBYTERIANS TO CONTINUE TALKS 


(Durham, England) - Some 100 clergy and laity of four Anglican and Presby- 
terian churches in England and Scotland have concluded discussions with the 
agreement that a joint standing committee should be appointed to continue 
their conversations and for a “process of mutual clatitioation!. 


The committee which will have 12 members is scheduled to meet for the 
first time on October 4. Its members will be four persons each from the 
Church of England, and the Church of Scotland, and.two each from the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland and the Presbyterian Church of England. 


The five-day talks were the first held since 1957. They were described 
as frank, cordial, and wholly encouraging. It was noted that they were not 
negotiations towards unity, but discussions to enable each church to gain 
-a deeper appreciation of the other's basic attitudes, 


The main task of the standing committee will be to arrange for the 
execution of proposals generally agreed to at the meeting. These include 
joint study of issues designated by the 1959 General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland as needing to be clarified. The issues are: The meaning of 
unity as distinct from uniformity, the validity of ministerial orders, the 
doctrine of the Holy Communion, and the meaning of Apostolic: Succession. 


Another subject under study will be "Church, Community, and State". 
One of ‘the reasons for this choice is that the Church of England and the 
Church of Scotland are both national churches but have dissimiliar forms 
of relationship with the state. Implicit in this too is the role of minority; 
churches. Tentative agreement has been reached to allow study groups to 
work on examination of these issues for a year or two, before resumption of 
fuller conversations by a larger delegation. hs EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIANS, REFORMED CHURCH EXPLORE UNITY ACTION 


Ca ne SL 


Holland, Mich.) - Representatives of the Presbyterian Church in the US 
Southern) and the Reformed Church in America explored here "unity in faith 
and action", looking toward possible union of the two denominations. 


The talks were conducted by a joint committee comprising 12 clergy and 
lay members from each of the two denominations. They were the first to be 
held since the judicial bodies of both groups authorized the committee to 
"study and explore together certain areas of common concern". . 


A joint resolution, approved by the Reformed General Synod in June at 
Buck Hill Falls, Pa., and by the Presbyterian General Assembly in May at 
“Winston-Salem, N.C., declared that "trusting the Holy Spirit, we reaffirm 
’ -oyr readiness to be led into whatever forms of church life and work 3s are 
revealed as God's will for us". | ‘EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCH UNION CRITICIZES OPEN COMMUNI ON 


(Leicester) ~ The decision of the Bishop of Ueieenien. ‘Drs Riemer es Tiadine ne 
and the Chapter of his Cathedral to invite all baptised communicant members 
from among the one thousand delegates attending the third British Conference 
of Christian Youth to an open Communion there later next month has come 
under fire from the Church Union (see EPS No. 8). 


This action, the Union says, "clearly offends convictions deeply held 
by many Anglicans’ in the church at large, in the city of Leicester in parti- 
cular, and among the delegates to the conference. It thereby exacerbates. 
differences within the Anglican Communion and is likely to impair both the 
work of the Ecumenical Youth Conference and other efforts to promote Christian 
PALTV. 

Bishop Williams said that his decision was “in line with general informed 
Opinion in the Church of England as witnessed at the meeting of the World 
Council of Churches in New Delhi when the Archbishop of Canterbury took part 
in a similar service. 


"As youth is taking responsibility of all kinds much earlier in life 
than in the past, I think it would be wrong to try to keep youth on leading 
strings in the church," he added. 


In Leicester, the Rev. R. Middleton, chairman of the local Church Union, 
Said: the matter is "no longer a live issue.. : 


"We accept the bishop's statement that it would be better to invite 
Nonconformists to a joint communion service rather than they should go else- 
where for their own," Mr. Middleton said. "We express our love and loyalty 
towards the bishop.!! HPS, Geneva 


AMBASSADOR CORRECTS STATEMENT ON LIBERTY 


(Washington) - Protestants in Spain can look for more liberty than they have 
had, but not as much as they had hoped, according to a new statement by the 
Ambassador of Spain to the United States (see EPS No. 25). 


Ambassador Antonio Garrigues had been widely reported as saying in an 
address to the National Press Club here that "we are ready to give the Protes- 


. tants the status they desire in Spain". He indicated in his speech that 


Spain had made mistakes in dealing with the Protestants and that corrective 
measures are being taken. 


Now, however, Ambassador Garrigues has issued a new statement regarding 
his answer to a question on religious liberty in Spain. His correction was 
sent in a letter to the Washington Post, prominent daily newspaper here. 


In the letter, Ambassador Garrigues said that he had declared that "a 
new status about non-Catholic religious groups is in preparation". In reply 
to the question "Will the Spanish éver relax the restrictions on Protestant 
churchés?, he replied: "This is a very interesting point and I will speak ¢ 
very erankly to you. I myself am Catholic, but I do recognize that we in 
Spain may have committed some errors towards Protestants, but we will avoid 
in the future such misunderstandings and will give to the Protestants the 
eesaton that they have the right to have in Spain under Spanish laws." 

EPS, Geneva 


re 
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LUTHERANS IN TANGANYIKA MAY UNITE NEXT YAR 


.(Mwika, Tanganyika) - Plans to form a single Lutheran Church in Tanganyika 
moved forward here when official representatives of the nation's seven Luther- 
-an churches received a final draft of the constitution and by-laws of the 
proposed new body. 


At the annual convention of the Federation of Lutheran Churches of 
Tanganyika, first reading was given to the definitive draft of a constitution 
and by-laws for a proposed church in which the seven bodies - with a combined 
membership of about 435,000 - will be united. 


Delegates also decided that the second and final reading of the docu- 
ments would take place at the Federation's June, 1963 convention in Dar-es- 
Salaam. This will become "the enabling act for the creation of the Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church in Tanganyika". 


By such organic union, the seven churches would accomplish what they 
have declared as their intention ever since the beginning of their autonomy 
and what they called "the chief object" of the Federation when they adopted 
its constitution in 1959. ; aaa 


The seven Lutheran mission fields in Tanganyika on which the separate 
churches developed were mostly started by German societies, beginning in 
the 18680's,.a few years after this territory became German East Africa. 
Since the 1920's, however, Lutheran missionaries of other nationalities have 
worked in this country. Thirteen mission societies of seven lands now co- 
operate in the Tanganyikan Lutheran work. EPS, Geneva 


US NEGRO INTEGRATIONIST JAILED AND THEN RELEASED AGAINST HIS WILL 


(Albany, Georgia) - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., leading US Negro integra- 
tionist, was released from jail here after serving two days of a forty-five 
day sentence. 


The ‘sentence was imposed after he was convicted of parading without a 
permit in a march last December to protest the arrest of other Negroes and 
segregation in general. 


Dr. King had chosen jail as a further protest, rather than pay a fine 
of $178.° He and another integrationist leader, the Rev. Dr.,.R.D. Abernathy, 
were released against their will after their fines were paid by an unidenti- 
fied man. Informed circles believe the arrangement for paying the fines was 
made by white groups who wished to avert further protest over his 
imprisonment. ) ip 


Shortly after his release Dr. King said that city officials must grant 
the minimum demands of Negroes or face renewed mass demonstrations. Key 
issue in his slate of demands is the city's refusal to drop charges against 


~ approximately 750 other persons arrested during anti-segregationist demon- 


strations. Of the total only four have been tried - Dr. King and Mr. | 
Abernathy, and. two others who received lighter sentences. EPS, Geneva 


JAPAN CHRISTIANS CALL FOR TEST BAN 


(Miyazaki, Japan) - Japanese Christians from the island hit by the second 
atomic bomb in World War II have called upon the United States to work with 
the Soviet Union to end nuclear weapons testing. 
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This request is contained in a statement addressed to the Christian 
churches of the United States of America by the Miyazaki Council of Christians 
for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons. Miyazaki is located on the southern 
Japanese island of Kyushu. It was a sister-city, Nagasaki, that was hit by 
the second atomic bomb dropped on Japan by the United States in August, 1945. 
Hiroshima, the earlier target, is directly north of Miyazaki, on the main 
island of Honshu. 


The council also called on the governments of "the United Kingdom, 
France, and any other countries which possess nuclear weapons" to refrain 
from further tests. They asked that other Christians join them in concern 
for nuclear contamination and in working for ehduring. peace. EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANTS APPOINT MOSCOW CHAPLAIN 


(New York, N.Y. ) - The National Council of Churches (USA ) has named the 
first ee rea cart chaplain for American residents in Moscow since the Bolshevik 
Revolution 2 Ua eh 


The chaplain will be the Rev. DonaldV. Roberts, who is now pastor of the 
Pirst Presbyterian Church in Tonawanda,.N.Y. Mr... Roberts,,.35 years old, 
will minister chiefly to the 280 United States diplomatic personnel. and 
reporters in the Soviet capital. 


The Rev. Dr. Roy G. Ross, general secretary of the Council, described 
the ee as one of "important ecumenical significance". He said that 
the "Moscow ministry project" had been developed by a special group of the 
policy and strategy committee of the Council's general board. 


The new chaplain will be directly responsible to the National Council 
but his ministry in Moscow will be financed by the Presbyterian, Episcopal, 
-and Lutheran churches. 


Moscow's only Protestant services in English are now held at the British 
Kmbassy by an Anglican priest who visits once a month from Helsinki, Finland. 
On other Sundays, services are conducted by a lay reader. 


Religious services for English-speaking Roman Catholics are offered by 
an American priest, the Rev. Joseph F. Richard, in his apartment. EPS, Geneva 


Ny" LEADERS EXAMINE ECUMENICAL ROLE 


(St. Cergue, Switzerland) - The role of the. YMCA and YWCA as lay Christian 
movements in the ecumenical movement was examined by some 60 "Y" leaders at 
the first joint consultation on ecumenical questions ever held. 


.. Some 60 Protestant, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics from 25 countries 
took part in the five-day consultation convened here under auspices of the 
World YWCA and the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


Two major questions were considered by the meeting: 


"How can the Associations, locally and in national and world gatherings, 
engage in corporate prayer, Bible study, and study of the Christian faith 
in such ways that persons of all confessions can participate without conflict 
of conscience, for the enrichment and experience of all?" 
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"How does the ecumenical character of the YMCA and YWCA affect their 
structures, decisions, actions, and relationships?" 


Following panel discussions of the two questions, members of the consul- 
tation divided into several working groups for more intensive examination 
of the issues. 


Although there was no attempt to reach formal conclusions, the confer- 
ence emphasized the need for further clarification in many. countries of the 


nature and. position of the YWOA and YMCA in relation to churches of all 
confessions. 


They also pointed to the usual Sppoveuees for ecumenical education 
offered by the "Y¥"s because they include in their normal activities persons 
from different church backgrounds. They stressed the special mission of the 
two movements as servants of all the churches to reach "secularized" and 
"unchurched" youth and persons of other faiths. 


A further point stressed was the need for local and national associa- 
tions to re-examine their policies and practices with regard to membership 
and leadership structure in the light of their ecumenical character. 


Keynote speaker at the consultation was Dr. W.A.-Visser 't Hooft, WCC 
general secretary, who spoke on "Lay Christian Movements in the’ New Ecumenical 
Climate". Speeches on the churches and lay movements from the Protestant, 
Orthodox, and Roman Catholic viewpoints were given respectively by Mr. Ralph 
Young, director of the WCC's Department on the Laity; Dr. Nikos Nissiotis, 

a layman of the Greek Orthodox Church, who.is assistant director of the WCC's 
Ecumenical Institute; and Father René Beaupére of Lyon. 


Bible study was led by the Rev. Hans-Ruedi Weber, associate director of 
the Kcumenical Institute; Father Brian McCarthy of Geneva; and Father Paul 
Verghese of the Syrian Orthodox Church, a WCC associate general secretary. 
Both Father Beaupare and Father McCarthy were consultants to the meeting, as 
was Bishop bmilianos, representative to the World Council of Churches of the 
Boumenical Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church. Fraternal delegates 
attended from the World Council of Churches, the World Student Christian 
Federation, and the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Associations. Mie HPS, Geneva 


GERMAN LEGISLATORS CONSIDER NEW RELIGIOUS LIBERTY LAWS 


(Bonn) ~ Legislation which would greatly. strengthen religious liberty in 
Germany is part of an extensive new penal code now under consideration by 
the Bundesrat (Upper House) of the German Parliament. 


If approved the new law would for the first time uit yee Beet 
freedom not only to the national church bodies recognized by the government, 
but also to all of the minority religious bodies which do not have such 
recognition. 


The new legislation also would make significant extension in the number 
of offences against religious bodies which are punishable by law. This 
would include any kind of: blasphemy which tends to:injure general religious 
sentiment, in contrast with the present law which states that only blasphemy 
Which is a public nuisance is punishable. It further would regard as a 
punishable offence any insult which is conducive to injuring the religious 
sentiments of a religious body. Present legislation requires that actual 
offence must have been given. 


No. 26 - 20th July, 1962 | Ly 


It also would expand the present law which regards as punishable any 
affront against a religious organization or its customs, to include any 
affront against its faith. EPS, Geneva. 


OVERFLOW CROWD AT KENYA YOUTH RALLY 


(Nairobi, Kenya) - Doors had to be locked at Nairobi's City Hall last. week 
after more than 1,300 Christian youth had crowded in to attend a rally 
entitled "Kenya Tomorrow - A Challenge to Youth" which was addressed by the 
Bishop of Masasi, Trevor Huddleston, and the reneral Secretary of the Kenya 
Federation of Labour, Peter Kibisu. | 


The object of the rally was to awaken the Christian youth of Kenya, to 
its responsibilities at a time when the country is going into independence, 
and to urge Christians to particivate fully in the life of the country, 
‘bringing a Christian infiuence to bear, instead of holding themselves aloof 
as a tight, select community. . 


Bishop Huddleston, wno, on his arrival in Fast¢ Africa, had been baited 
by reporters who had done their best to persuade him to expand on his opposi- 
tion to the South African apartheid policy, which has made him a world famous 
figure, touched on South Africa but briefly during his address. He said 
apartheid was "an evil, condemned thing" and thanked God that he was called 
during his years in the Union to a share in the fight which the church had 
inevitably engaged against a doctrine which is fundamently anti-Christian. 


Referring to the position in independent Tanganyika, Bishop Huddleston 
pointed out that Christian efforts there, and in other East African terri- 
tories for that matter, were needed just as much after independence as under 
colonial rule. iki 


He said there was a tremendous opportunity for Christians to channel 
the power of nationalism into constructive effort, and urged Christians to 
go out into society with this end in view. 3 


Mr. Kibisu pointed out that it was the churches and not the government 
which built the first schools in Kenya and said the contribution. the 
churches could continue to make in the building of the country was great. 
He believed the churches should be instrumental in applying themselves to 
producing and influencing leaders of society and he believed that in Kenya, 
as in other lands, Christian teaching and the general practice of the ¢hurches 
must move as rapidly as anything else. ; 


Reports said that follow-up questionnaires which were distributed to 
the youth rally audience are being returned to the offices of the Kenya 
Christian Council in sufficient numbers to indicate that one of the effects 
of the rally will be to bring about the revival of Christian activity among 
the youth of Kenya. er EPS, Geneva 


PASTOR BORGNER HAILS ACTION ON FRENCH CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


(Paris) - Adoption by the French Council of Ministers of a bill which will 
provide alternative service for conscientious objectors has been hailed by 
Pastor Marc Boegner, honorary president of the French Protestant Federation. 
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Pastor Boegner said the. action is a tribute to all the persons who for 
more than 30 years have sought to persuade the government to enact such a 
law. He recalled that at the beginning the French Protestant Federation 
worked single-handed in seeking the legislation. 


Future conscientious objectors, he said, will be indeb.ted particularly 
to their forerunners,who "out of loyalty to their convictions accepted years 
of imprisonment, thereby forcing statesmen and ordinary citizens to face 
the problem squarely and to arrive at the only reasonable solution: altern- 
ative civilian service". 


The bill must now go before the French Parliament before it becomes 
law. However, it is generally believed the Parliament will take affirmative 
action. 


The bill provides that conscientious objectors may perform non-combatant 
duties for a period of one and a half times the length of normal military 
service (see EPS No. 24). EPS, Geneva 


CONGREGATIONALISTS SUPPORT Wcc 


(Rotterdam) - Some 550 delegates to the ninth assembly of the International 
Congregational Council here have approved a resolution supporting the World 
Council of Churches and declaring that the confessional body has "no desire 
to engage in undertakings which are being or can be accomplished on an 
ecumenical basis by such agencies as the WCC. 


"We would rather reinforce such ecumenical activities and ourselves 
only undertake such services to the churches as may not otherwise be provided, 
they declared. 


"We express the hope that, with other world confessional bodies, ICC 
would refrain from doing separately those things which we can and should do 
together.'' 7 


In other actions the delegates who came from 20 countries:Gave "unquali- 
fied approval" to closer relations with the World Presbyterian Alliance. 
Conversations between the Council and the Alliances, begun five years ago, 
have led to studies of methods to develop cooperation between the two bodies. 


Voted unanimously to send.observers to the Second Vatican Council, if 
invited to do so. 


Unanimously elected Dr. Norman Goodall, assistant general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, as Council moderator for a five-year term. 


Klected to membership the United Church of Central Africa in Rhodesia, 
the Bantu Congregational Church in South Africa, and the Congregational 
Christian Church in Samoa. 


Turned down a membership application of the National Congregational 
Association, a small group of the churches in the United States which has _ 
not joined the majority of Congregationalists in that country in the formation 
of the United Church of Christ, which is a union of. the. Ev¥angelital and 
Reformed Church and the Congregational Christian churches. EPS, Geneva 
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NEW DANISH BILL WILL PERMIT NON-THEOLOGIANS TO BECOME CLERGYMEN 
——$—$—$—$—$—$$—$—$—$—$—_—$———— ee ee 


(Copenhagen) - The Danish Parliament has enacted new legislation: which will 
greatly enlarge the Feren reas Eas Sahin field for ministers for the National 
(Lutheran) Church. a | 


By almost unanimous vote the Parliament ep PRE, a’ bill ential: will 
permit persons. with university degrees in fields other than theology to 
become clergymen of the church. The bill also provides that clergymen who 
have not received their training at the Danish Lutheran Faculty may become 
clergymen of the church.. This would include ministers from other churches, 
as well as those who have joined the Danish ohnpelss HPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH ADMITS WOMEN TO MINISTRY 


(Berlin) - The admission of women into the ministry of the Evangelical 
Church Union (EKU) has been approved. by its Council. meeting here........: 


| The policy-making Council said that women who have received the necessary 
theological and practical training can be ordained and admitted to the grees 
ministry of the church to "preach the word, administer the Sacraments, give 
religious instruction, and undertake the care of souls". .. | BPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN LEADERS SEEK PARLIAMENTRY APPROVAL OF PRAYER BOOK CHANGES: 


(London). - ‘The. Archbishops of Canterbury and York have undertaken a campaign 
to win Parliamentary support for-proposals to introduce experimental chaneee 
in the Church’of England's Book of Common Prayer. - 


The two primates have sent out a joint personal Hiden to era of ne 
House of Commons arid House of ye a raat yak the need for change and for 
alternative | forms of service. 


The letter states that what is. sought is nota: dotih ate alternative: 
“prayer book "containing services untried or unknown",,but "for Parliamentary 
authority for the sanctioninginthe first instance of experimental variations 
in.public worship". The letter said that it is believed such Be uke have 
"the steady support of the great majority of ithe ‘churdh; 


Before the measure can come before Pel iamany it must be approved by 

the church's law-making bodies.’ A spokesman said that it is likely that. . 

‘it will be the end of next year before the proposals will be sent to Parlia- 
‘ment. The measure was introduced to the Church Assembly last week and referred 
“to the Houses of Bishops, Clergy and ‘Laity. 


In another session the Assembly declined to vote on a motion Ree 
with the use of nuclear weapons. The action came on a motion 
which suggested that it should urge the government to. "sive priority for tine 
necessity of ending nuclear tests by international agreement. . ." because, 
in the words of one participant, "it would be wrong that the Perit: should 


be asked to wi hA on these issues without sufficient knowledge or experience". 
: EPS, Geneva 


PATRIARCH ALEXEI HOST TO.PEACE CONGRESS. DELEGATES 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, head of the Russian. Orthodox Church, 
was host to about 800 delegates to the World Peace and Disarmament Congress. 
who visited Zagorsk, ancient centre of Orthodoxy, some 40 miles from here. | 
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The delegates gathered at the 18th century Peter the Great Hall of the 
Zagorsk Orthodox Seminary and Theological Academy where prayers were offered 
by Orthodox leaders. 


Karlier, in an address to a session of the Congress in Moscow, the 
Patriarch emphasized that the mission of the church is in helping governments 
find solutions to difficult international problems, and spoke out against 
the armaments race and "certain powers"whichdo not wish to disarm. 


He asserted that arms are "nothing but a preparation for war which 
might turn into an open destructive conflict at any. movement. 


"Tt is not an arms race, but general disarmament which will lead to the 
reconciliation of nations," he declared. He called upon all men of goodwill 
to pool their efforts to safeguard peace. _ EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT LEADERS SUPPORT SUPREME COURT DECISION 


(Chicago) - Nineteen US Protestant leaders from nine churches have endorsed 
the controversial US Supreme Court ruling banning prayers in New York State's 
public schools (see BPS No. 25)., 


In a brief one paragraph statement they hailed the decision as rete ct- 
ing "the integrity of the religious conscience and the proper function of 
religious and governmental institutions. We are in agreement with the 
Supreme Court that 'it is neither sacreligious nor antireligious to say that 
each separate government in this country should stay out of the business of 
writing or sanctioning official prayers and leave the purely religious func- 
tion to the people themselves and to those the people choose to look to for 
religious guidance!," they said. 


Signers included Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, former president of the National 
Council of Churches; Dr. Harold E. Fey, editor of the undenominational 
journal The Christian Century; Dr. Samuel Miller, dean of Harvard Univer- 
Sity's Divinity School; and Dr. Melvin H. Lundeen, secretary. of the Lutheran 
Church in» America. 


Support of the ruling has also come from Southern. Baptist Convention 
president Dr. Herschel H. Hobbs, who described the decision as a "powerful 
blow... for the freedom of religion in our nation", and from the Board of 
Directors of .the Council for Christian Social Action of thé United Church of 
Christ. The Board called upon the church's members to support the decision, 
and said those concerned about spiritual development of the nation's children 
Should improve religious training in the church and home and not look to other 
agencies to do the job. 


Meanwhile, a conference of the governors of the 50 states endorsed a 
resolution asking an amendment to the Constitution which would permit volun- 
tary prayer in the public schools, and the National Education Association 
meeting in Denver, Col., representing more than 800,000 teachers, turned 
down three separate attempts to pass a resolution which would have given 
some degree of support to the decision. Instead they called for a full year 
study of its impact. 


In the US, Congress opposition to the criticism to the law was reported 
abating, Bio on 42 separate resolutions have been introduced into the 
House of Representatives DESPOPAD Es constitutional amendments to override the 
ban. EPS, Geneva 
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SOCTAL WORKERS ASK CLOSER TIES WITH CLERGY 


(Geneva) - A conference for social workers held under auspices of the World 
Council of Churches! Ecumenical Institute, at nearby Bossey, has urged that 
the churches should take steps to bring together social workers and clergymen 
so that they may become better acquainted with each other's views, attitudes, 
and "body of knowledge". 


The seven-day conference called upon the World Council of Churches, in 
cooperation with the Ecumenical Institute, to give full attention to this 
"urgent need', 


Some 60 persons attended the conference from 18 countries including, in 
addition to Huropean nations, rie USA, Egypt, Madagascar, Brazil, Japan, 
India, and Jamaica. 


Conference discussion subjects included the Pade onanitn. between social 
work as a profession and the Christian faith, community development, and 
Christian social ethics and values. A full report of the conference will be 
made available later. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Four students from Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., will 
conduct an integrated evangelistic campaign in Pietermaritzburg, South Africa, 
during the month of August. The crusade, which will be held in the city hall 
of the capital of Natal, is one of the first ever undertaken with the coopera- 
tion of South African clergy on an interdenominational and interracial basis. 


* * * 


Methodist churches in Italy and Nigeria have been granted autonomy from 
their parent body, the Methodist General Conference of Great Britain. At its 
annual meeting the British Conference voted to give the two groups complete 
independence while maintaining strong ties with them in mission and other 
areas. The Conference also received a petition for independence from the 
Ceylon Methodist District and authorized that steps be taken to grant the 
request. 


* raat * 


Pakistani women's and religious organizations have failed to block con- 
Sideration of a bill in Parliament that seeks to repeal the country's year- 
old law prohibiting polygamy. The bill was introduced by Abbas Ali Khan of 
Hast Pakistan. He told Parliament in a prepared address that Moslem religious 
leaders object strongly to the 1961 law as being "repugnant to the Moslem 
religion:and- tradition". Pakistan's current law barring polygamy specifically 
states that Moslems must not take more than one wife and provides a much. 
stricter divorce procedure than formerly followed in the predominantly Moslem 
nation. 


* * * 


The Bishop's Conference of the Roman Catholic Church in India has sanc- 
tioned the translation of its Holy Communion liturgy into the Malayalam lang- 
uage. Ina pastoral letter to the congregations the Conference explained 
the purpose behind this move as mainly pastoral. Since then the Malayalam 
liturgy has been inaugurated at a celebration. 


* * * 


No. 26. QOth July yi ngoe Pee any | ore 


Hindustani was the sole language used when a service for the city's: 
Indian and Pakistani population was held in Birmingham, England, on Sunday, 
July 15°" The: service: was arranged by the Provost of Birmingham, Bishop: 
George Sinker, in connection with the visit to Birmingham of the Right Rev. 
John Sadiq, who succeeded him as Bishop of Nagpur in 1954. 


* * SY 


Roman Catholic administrators in hospitals and other institutions in. 
Goa are being replaced by Hindus, according to reports received at the 
Vatican, Religious News Service has reported. Goa, which had been under 
Portuguese rule for some 400 years, was captured by Indian troops last December 
Prior to the invasion, about 35 per cent of the Goan population of 600,000 
was Catholic. REID Co te meus 


* ey * 


: Ina. gesture of Christian unity, a Syrian Orthodox metropolitan and a 
Roman Catholic bishop embraced each other in the ancient "kiss of peace" 
before some 530 cheering Orthodox youth leaders and adults meeting in New 
York City. The embrace took place vetween Archbishop Antony Bashir of 
Brooklyn,N.Y., head of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America, 
and Auxiliary Bishop Fulton J. Sheen of New York, national director of the 
‘Society for the Propagation of the Faith. Bishop. Sheen was guest-of-honour 
at a luncheon held in connection with the llth annual convention of ‘the 
Bastern Region of the Syrian Orthodox Youth Organization (SOYO), whose five- 


“day meeting was attended by about 3,000 youth. 


* * * 


The Japan Council of Evangelical Missions voted to unite with the 
Evangelical Missionary Association of Japan at the recent annual meeting of 
its: Plenary Council in Tokyo. The union must still be approved by the 
Missionary Association. ‘Four new mission agencies in Japan were received 
into membership by the Council of vangelical Missions, bringing its total 
affiliated bodies to 27. New members were the Overseas Missionary Fellow- 
ship, Assemblies of God Missions, New Life League, and the Fukuin Koyu Kai. 


The Archbishop of Cantexbury, Dr. A.M. Ramsey, will leave on July 30 
to pay a four-day visit to Moscow at the invitation of the Patriarchate of 
the Russian Orthodox Church. This will be a sequel to his recent visit to 
Constantinople to visit the Ecumenical Patriarchate and to Athens when he 
visited the Patriarch’of the Greek Orthodox ‘Church. An announcement: said 
the purpose of the visit will be to strengthen Anglican ties with the Holy 
- Orthodox Church and to encourage the opening of doctrinal discussions between 
the two confessions. . 


* * * 


The need for Christian unity according to the will of Jesus Christ was 
stressed by the Catholicose-designate of the Orthodox Syrian Church of South 
India, Metropolitan Ougan Mar Theometheus, in a speech given in Kottayam in 
connection with a 5t. Thomas's Day celebration. The meeting was held under 
auspices of the. Christavasram, an interdenominational body. 


“x x %& 
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Talduwa Somarama, a former Buddhist monk who was hanged on July 6 for 
the assassination of Ceylon's Premier, S.W.R.D. Bandaranaike, in September, 
1959, was baptized a Christian in his cell the day before his death. 


* * * 


Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Seeretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, will pay a courtesy call on the Archbishop of Canterbury at Lambeth 
Palace next month, probably on August 5, the day after the Archbishop 
returns from a visit to Moscow. The visit is likely to take the form of an 
informal lunch. Cardinal Bea will be in Britain at the invitation of Dr. - 
J.C. Heenan, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Liverpool, to attend a confer- 
ence at Heythrop College, a Jesuit college in Oxfordshire, and has accepted 
an invitation to pay a courtesy call on Dr. Ramsey during his visit. 


* * * 


Representatives of several of the minority churches in Iraq took the 
first step towards organizing themselves into a national church when they 
held a "constitutional convention" recently in Baghdad. Representatives were 
present from Assyrian congregations in Baghdad, Basrah, and Kirkuk, from 
the Baghdad Armenian Brethren Church, and from the Basrah Arab Church. 


* * * 


French Roman Catholic clergy in five dioceses, in addition to Paris, 
may now wear the clerical suit with clerical collar instead of the ankle- 
length soutane. Following the lead of Cardinal Felten, Archbishop of Paris, 
who granted such permission to clergy in his diocese a few weeks ago, the 
change in dress has been approved by church authorities in the dioceses of 
Lyons, Lille, Bordeaux, Besangon,and Rheims (see EPS No. 25). 


* * * 


_ Professor H. Richard Niebuhr, Sterling Professor of Christian Ethics and 
Theology at Yale University, died on July 4. He was 67. The internationally 
known theologian was the younger brother of theologian Reinhold Niebuhr. 


* * * 


Two of the three churches involved have approved plans to establish an 
inclusive US inter-Lutheran agency as a successor organization to the National 
Lutheran Council. Both the Lutheran Church in America and the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod have approved the plan. The third body, the American Lutheran 
Church, is expected to take a similiar affirmative step at its convention in 
October. 


* * * 


Dr. Oscar Cullmann, Swiss theologian and professor at the Sorbonne, Paris, 
and at the University of Basle, Switzerland, has been appointed an Officer 
of the Legion of Honour by the French government. Pastor Marc Boegner, 
honorary president of the French Protestant Federation, conferred the’ insignia 
of the Order on Professor Cullmann on behalf of the government, and paid tri- 
bute to him as one of the outstanding pioneers of the ecumenical movement. 


* * * 


No. 26 - 20th July, 1962 | 18 


Hebrew Union College in New York has bestowed the title of Doctor of 
Humane Letters on Dr. Heinrich Gruber, provost of Berlin. The award is 
believed to be the first ever received by a Christian from a Jewish university. 
Provost Gruber was a witness in the Bichmann trials in Israel, and was active 
in helping Jews during the Nazi regime. 


* * * 


Confirmation candidates in the National Swedish (Lutheran) Church have 
been asked to give one Swedish Crown to provide motor-cycles for pastors in 
India. Aim of the appeal is to raise funds to supply at least ten pastors 
with notor-cycl« >; ef 


* % * 


Bichop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher has been re-elected president of the 
Fast German Church Conference. Named as vice-president was Bishop Gottfried 
Noth of Dresden. The conference includes all evangelical churches in Hast 
Germany. 


* en * 


Sweden's only mosque, located in Stockholn, will be closed because of 
poor attendance. Approximately 1,000 Moslems live in Stockholm. 
EPS, Geneva 


THIRD ASSEMBLY REPORTS AVAILABLE 


Official reports of the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
are now available in English, French, and German. The reports contain a 
narrative account of the day-to-day proceedings, full texts Of wthes ot ficial 
reports of Sections and Committees, summaries of plenary session discussions, 
and extensive appendices, including the texts of important documents, lists 
of persons present, addresses of member churches, etc. A five-page general 
index provides for quick reference. 


Copies may be ordered through booksellers or as follows: 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE edition, titled "The New Delhi Report", from 
Student Christian Movement Press Ltd., 56-58 Bloomsbury Street, 
London; or Association Press, 291 Broadway, New York 7; N.Ye 
Price: 30s. ‘$ 6.50. 


FRENCH LANGUAGE edition, titled "Conseil oecuménique des Eglises, 
Nouvelle Delhi, 1961, Rapport de la Troisiéme Assemblée', from 
Delachaux & Niestlé, Neuchatel, Switzeriand. 

Price: NF and Sw.Fr. 12.50. 


GERMAN LANGUAGE edition, titled "Neu-Delhi, 1961", from 
Evang. Missionsverlag, Heusteigstrasse 44, Stuttgart, Germany. 
Prices DM 14.80. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC OBSERVERS TO ATTEND WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


(Geneva) - Two official Roman Catholic observers will be present at the 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches to be 
held in Paris, Auguet 7-17. 


They will be: Father John Sheerin, are Et a of the Catholic 
World in New York, and Father Jérome Hamer, O.P., of the Dominican House 
of Le Saulchoir, near Paris. They were. named by the Vatican Secretariat 
for Promoting Christian Unity. . 


Father Sheerin is. chairman of the Paulist Fathers! Ecumenical Com- 
mittee and in 1957 was an unofficial observer at the first North American 
Conference on Faith and Order which was sponsored by the World, National 
(USA), and Canadian Councils of Churches. 


Father Hamer is a French theologian and ecumenical scholar. ‘He has 
studied the work of the World Counoil and has written extensively about it. 
Father Hamer also has attended several World Council meetings’ in an un- 
official capacity, and has contributed articles on the ecumenical movement 
to both Catholic and Protestant publications. ; 


Although official Roman Catholic.observers were present at the Third 
Assembly of the World Council last year in New Delhi, this marks the first 
time that they will attend a Central Committee meeting. 


KO TAM wv! po 
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The World Council and major world confessional groups have been in- 
vited through the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity to 
send delegate-observers to the Second Vatican Council. 


The WCC Central Committee is expected to deal with the invitation 
during its 10-day Paris meeting. EPS, Geneva 


EXPANDED ROLE RECOMMENDED FOR WORLD COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


(Belfast, Ireland) - The nearly 300 delegates from 87 countries at the 
concluding session of the World Institute on Christian Education accepted 
reports. presaging greatly enlarged work by the World Council of Christian 
Hducation. 


Among the recommendations was one asking for a "World Curriculum . 
Consultation", to be made up of persons presently engaged in-designing and 
producing better teaching materials for use in local churches. 


Another proposal was:that the WCCE sponsor regional Family Life Con- 
ferences, in view of special nesws Sees parents and Sina oS in a pzae: 
of. rapid. social. change, ‘ 


The reports laid before the World Thera members as a whpee were 
directed to the topic, "The Educational Mission of the Church in Today's 
World". Two earlier study periods had been centred on the nature of the 
Church and on today's world. 


One statement said that "there is a growing belief that all parts of 
life...in a world shrinking at an incredible rate, are inexorably bound to 
a whirlwind chariot of rapid change". The same statement added that 
"the Christian Church in its many groupings and manifestation does not’ seem 
to be very conscious. of the awesome totality. of this change". 


On nationhood, it was stated that "in many countries there is growing 
pessimism, indifference, and nihilism with regard to the place of the 
citizen within the life of his country". A scientific humanism, it was 
noted, is found among many to carry the conviction that man has complete 
mastery of life. Many new nations, it was stated from one of the Com- 
Missions, are quite prepared to leave "the fleshpots of Egypt: and to risk 
a forty= ~year bend patti le in order to reach their promised land". 


A summary of the total undertaking of. the World Institute on Christ- 
ian Education was presented by the recorder, the Rev. H.A. Hamilton, of 
Hove, England. Characteristic of the Institute were consistent concern 
for an adequate Biblical and theological foundation for the tasks of the 
teaching work of the churches, and an emphasis on the need for the Church 
constantly to be involved with the world, rather than its own life ey 
institutional. forms. 


Lively pleas were made for more. af Pentive: training of igaaceee for 
relating of the work of the laity and the clergy, for interchange on a 
world basis of*significant writings’ in the field of Christian and of 
creative new sagas ha et in programmes. 


Preceding the sessions of the World Institute on Christian Education 
there were two other meetings. One was a Theological Education Seminar, 
in which 90 persons considered the topic "The Teaching Ministry of the 
Church", There was also a Consultation on Children's Work, for 70 parti- 
cipants from many countries and regions. (See EPS No. 26) EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION DISCUSSES CHURCHES! ROLE IN SOCTAL SERVICE 


(Mulheim, Germany) - The Western nations are building their social planning 

societies on the strength of economies, the wealth of which is often accumu- 
lated at the cost of the under-privileged nations of Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America. 


That is what Dr. Leslie Cooke, director of the WCC's Division of Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, said in the final speech which 
summarized the findings of an international consultation which has been 
meeting here to discuss the role of the churches in social service. 


The consultation brought together some 30 experts mainly from Europe 
and the USA, but there was also representation from Japan, Chile, and South 
Africa. Three days were spent in visiting institutions in Western Germany, 
and this was followed by four days of arduous study and discussion in the 
Evangelical Academy near Mulheinm. 


The meeting is one of a series which began in Geneva last year designed 
to prepare the way for a possible world conference on the subject. 


In his summary of the consultation, Dr. Cooke said that the necessity 
for state-planned social welfare services was generally recognized but it 
was clear these could put a powerful weapon into the hands of the politi- 
cally unscrupulous. 


"It is recognized that modern society is pluralistic", he continued. 
"At what points does this conception of a pluralistic society serve tc 
define the role of .the Church in a secular state? 


"The Roman Catholic Church has enunciated the principle of ‘subsidarity' 
and is carrying out its strategy in social service accordingly. The non- 
Roman churches are therefore confronted with the task of formulating a 
critique of this doctrine and of finding an answer to it. 


"The provision of public welfare through social security and social 
assistance to meet mants needs in a mass society raises the whole question 
of the task of the churches and voluntary agencies in meeting the needs of 
the individual who has to live in such a society." 


Dr. Cooke added that other questions raised by social welfare services 
in a mass society concern the rights of those in need to choose where they 
shall turn for aid. He stressed that the discussions at the consultation 
had considered the churches! task in securing this right of chceice by the 
individual and by minority groups. The consultation, he said, had shown 
there is a theological issue here which penetrates to the heart of the 
question of the relationship between the Church and the State. 

EPS, Geneva 


OPPOSITION TO WEST PAKISTAN CHURCH REPORTED 


(London) - Growing opposition to the Christian Church in West Pakistan has 
been reported by the Anglican Bishop of Lahore, the Rt. Rev. L.H. Wcolmen, 
at the annual meeting of the Indian Church Aid Association here. 


He said that the church had been making steady progress during the past 
four years, but that opposition had been evident during the past twelve 
months, beginning with the census of Pakistan, which showed that the Christ- 
ian community has increased more rapidly than any other community. 
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"This came as a considerable shook to. Pakistan, and from that moment 
we have seen in the newspapers of Pakistan quite an anti-Christian spirit", 
he said. | SOR 


He reported that the increase in the Christian community was not, .how- 
ever, very much - in the ten years since the previous census it has. been 
from 550,000 to. 750,000, which was still only one per cent of the popula- 
BLOW | re 

“ET am hot unduly alarmed at this stage, but we ought to take into 
account’ this hardening of feeling against the Christien Church", he said. 

EPS, Geneva 


NYs!" URGED TO CRE A DIVE BC’ UMENIC C Aca APPROACH 


(Geneva) - YMCAs have been urged to recognize "the widespread change in 
attitude now taking place" in conversation end cooperation on Christian 
unity and "so make a creative apvroach" to ecumenical opportunities. 
Twenty-one member movements were represented at the Executive Committee ov 
the World Alliance of YMCAs whica met here. 


The resolutions followed a joint session with the Executive Commivtee 
of the World YWoa. The Executive Committee also scrutinized the question 
of women and girls in the membership of the YMCA, a practice prevelans in 
many countries. 


The Paris Basis (1885) on which the YMCA was founded refers only +o 
"young men" but the committee agreed that the policy of inciusion of women 
as it is practised does not “hinder the work and witness of the YMCA as 
originally conceived". ae 


+ reaffirmed the right of each member movement to formulate its own 
policy in this regard and recorded its "awareness of the urgent need to 
seek new patterns of cooperation with YWCAs Zocally, nationally, and on a 
worldwide basis". 


A newly established Commission on Racial Relationships met with Bishop 
Chandu Ray of Pakistan as chairrian. It seeks to help national movements 
‘to combat discriminetion and to counsel with national and local leadoxrs 
abpout..effective ways of dealing with racial and ethnic tensions. 


4 


_ Progress was noted toward the esvabiishment of new YMCAs, par eee phar ly 
in Latin America and Africa. 


Dr. Paul Limbert reviewed developments in the World Alliance during 
his ten years of service. 


The Executive Committee endorsed a number of area and world meetings 
during the next three years, including: 


- All-Africa Christian Youth Assembly, to be followed by a meeting 
of YMCA delegates, Nairobi, December 28, 1962 to January 10, 1963; 
-~ Sixth Asien Area. Leaders! Conference, Malaya, April 17-26, 1963 
me Worle Conference of Young Adults, probably late in 1964. 
It also "viewed with favour" the recommendation that the next meeting 
of the World Council of YMCAs ~e held in Japan‘in July 1965 and authorized 


the President's Committee in February to make a final decision after con- 
sultation with national movements. 
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Three men who will soon leave the staff of the World Alliance were 
honoured: Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general, who retires late in 1962; 
Bo Bengtson, associate secretary general, soon to return to. the National 
Council of YMCAs of Sweden as general secretary; and Mr. Robbins Strong, 
secretary for extension and inter-movement aid, who on September 1 will 
join the staff of the Board for World Ministries of the United Church of 
Christ (USA). Welcome was extended to secretary general-elect Fredrik 
Franklin of Sweden, Mr. James Edgar of Scotland as new secretary for exten- 
sion, and Mr. J.H. Dunderdale of Canada as new secretary for programme and 
leadership. | EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL EXPECTED TO DISCUSS RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 


(Rome) - The question of freedom of conscience for non-Catholics in Catholic 
countries may get a thorough airing at the Second Vatican Council, Father 
Robert A. Graham, S.J., special Religious News Service correspondent, has 
reported here. 


| Noting that "judging from recent statements" the question is "already 
an object of muted controversy at top levels", Father Graham said that 
"while no abrupt shifts in traditional views are to be expected, a start 
may. be made toward enlarging the Catholic Church's recognition of valid 
subjective elements in religious faith, with the resulting duty on the part 
of 'officially' Catholic states to recognize consequences arising in.favour 
of their non-Catholic minorities", | us tas 


He noted that the issue of toleration and civil liberties for Protest- 
ants in such countries is one of the perennial sources of interreligious 
tension, and that clarification of the problem by the Vatican Council would 
smooth the path toward church unity. ack 


Pather Graham reported as an indication of the keen interest in the 
subject the fact that, according to a Vatican Council press officer, one of 
four decrees presented at a secret session of the Central Preparatory 
Commission for the Council in June concerned. religious liberty. The cther 
three were reported to deal with Catholic ecumenism, the need to pray for 
unity, and the Word of God as the instrument of unity. ‘EPS, Geneva 


FURTHER RESTRICTIONS PROPOSED FOR MISSION WORK IN SUDAN 

(Khartoum) - A bill to be brought before the Sudan Parliament in December 
will subject land owned by the church and personal property cf missionaries 
to strict state control. 


According to the international Roman Catholic news agency, KIPA, social 
work by missionaries and church collections will'also be under government 
supervision. The new bill will restrict religious instruction tc: the: « 
children of baptized Christians, curtail the distribution of religious: 
printed materials, and make necessary police permits for the performance 
of baptisms. . 


In. recent years some missionaries have been forced to leave and mission 
schools taken over by the state, KIPA reports. Observers in the Sudan 
point out that this law may be regarded as the final act of the church-state 


struggle in the Sudan. | EPS, Geneva 
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INFLUENCE OF CHURCH IN EAST GERMANY GROWS 


(Tutzing, Germany) - There has been an extraordinary growth of influence 

in the Evangelical Church in Bast Germany since the erection of the Berlin 
wall last August 13, according to the President of the Council of the Evan- 
gelical Church in Germany (EKD), Dr. Kurt Scharf. , 


Speaking before the Political Club of the Evangelical Academy at 
Tutzing, President Scharf said the Church's message was now carrying in- 
creased conviction right up to the frontiers of the Soviet Union. He 
refuted the widespread idea that Christian confirmation had been completely 
superseded by the Communist "Youth Dedication". After the Youth Dedica- 
tion, he said, many young people registered for confirmation. 


In the address on the Evangelical Church as a link between Western and 
Eastern Germany, President Scharf said there had been hardly any cases 
recently where parents suffered discrimination because they did not let 
their children attend "Youth Dedication". | 


He asserted that the church is "the only social and economic body 
which is still autonomous", and that since the closing of the Berlin front- 
ier, the spiritual life of the church has been more active and its thought 
more independent. 


Christian student groups with 400 members are not uncommon, the West 
German shurch leader stated. Many young people are critical of Marxist 
ideas. The organizational unity of the EKD has also been maintained, he 
said. Order of worship, education, church law,and salaries in Hast and 
West have been brought more into line with one another. EPS, Geneva 


BRAZIL PROTESTANTS POINT TO "GRAVE PROBLEMS" 


(Rio de Janeiro) - During a year when political and economic crises have 
rocked Brazil, Protestant churches there have united in calling for 
urgently needed reform. 


In a proclamation to the Brazilian people, the Evangelical Confedera- 
tion of Brazil, representing the nation's evangelical churches, recently 
pointed to the serious problems facing the nation, and asked the coopera- 
tion of government and people in meeting then. 


"Grave national problems which affect the social, political, and 
cultural order are accumulating before us", an English translation of the 
proclamation said. The proclamation singled out as the most urgent needs 
agrarian reform and adequate education "without special privileges". 


Pointing to the ignorance and misery of the rural Brazilian, it de- 
clared: "We should listen to his voice while he is also willing to listen. 
It is necessary to identify ourselves with his suffering and his struggle 
and seek the means by which agrarian reform can be achieved without delay 
and without demagogisn. : Eee 


"How can the rural zones, where the majority of the Brazilian popu- 
lation is located, be aided by agricultural programmes, rural industry, 
social education, literacy programmes, cooperatives, rural credit, and 
professional and technical. aid?", the paper asked. 


' Pointing out that ‘agrarian reform is not isolated from other reforms", 
they stressed that "the conditions of life of the rural Brazilian require a 
study of the totality of his condition". EPS, Geneva 
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CARDINALS ATTRIBUTE BRASIL'S PLICUT TO CAPITALIST ABUSES 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Brazil's three cardinals, in a statement issued here, 
have attributed widespread economic misery in the country chiefly to 
capitalist abuses. At the same time, they have condemned political ex- 
ploitation of poverty by the Communists. 


Signing the statement were Jaime Cardinal de Barros Camara, Arch- 
bishop of Rio de Janeiro; Augusto Alvaro Cardinal da Silva, Archbishop 
of Bahia; and Carlos Carmelo Cardinal de Vasconcellos Mo%soa, Archbishop 
of Sao Paulo. Several other members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy also 
Signed the statement. 


"While the masses of the people are faced with starvation, in view 
of the impossibility of buying foodstuffs", the cardinals charged, "there 
is, on the other hand, an unbridled eagerness for money, a blinding urge 
for profiteering which, from the point of view of Christian morals, is 
just plain theft. There is a voraciousness of greed, on the pretext of 
inflation, which actually aggravates the inflation." 


The prelates urged business leaders in Brazil to check profiteering 
among their own groups, and correct "a suicidal attitude that can only 
favour Communist agitation". Varning of Communist influence in recent 
strike moves, the Catholic leaders exhorted the government to carry out. 
basic reforms, including a more equitable tax system and an agrarian 
programme that would meet the people's demands. HPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX PATRIARCH DISCUSSES UNITY ADVANCES 


(Athens) - The Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I, said in an interview 
that the Roman Catholic Church must abandon proselytism and abolish the 
Uniate Church before the two confessions could agree on "unity of action 
and cooperation". 


Further, he said, it must abandon "the theory of 'the return of our 
separated brotvhers'", 


The Uniate Church retains the Orthodox ritual while recognizing the - 
Pope's supremacy. 


The interview was printed in the Athens nevspaper Ethnos and excerpts 
translated into English and reprinted by the Athens News Agency, infor-~ 
mation service of the Greek Government. 


The news service translation quotes the Patriarch as saying that as 
far as Orthodox relations with Protestants are concerned "a common front 
was established" at the World Council of Churches! Third Assembly last 
year and that "we are engaged in working out the conclusions. 


"Thus at the present moment", it quotes him, "the efforts of ourselves 
and the Protestants tend towards dogmatic union. With the Roman Catholics 
we are not so advanced." 


(It should be noted that the Ecumenical Patriarch distinguishes 
between "union" which he uses in the sense of dogmatic union and "unity" 
which he uses in the sense of "close cooperation, a kind cf common front". ) 


No.’ 27 - 27th July, 1962 5 UO BIS RES 


THe -Lescuy arc. the Athens: News Service translation of the interview is 
as follows: 


“With fie Roman Catholics and PpeTeet anita) he. rae Ee 4 gee the 
problem of dogmatic union. An immediate solution is Mi) possible: and 
will require a long time. First of all we must get rid.of the evil 
past - _ the misunderstandings » the hatreds, proselytism and propaganda, — 


(as the meantime, there. ‘must fines. be. unity between the churches, 
which means close. cooperation, a kind of common. front.. ;. This will come 
about through frequent meetings between the theologians sly the.various 
denominations, through contacts between high ecclesiastics, through con- 
gresses, studies, etc. | 


"Many of the differences between the. various : Christian. demise are. 
merely a.mgtter of phraseology-.--.at any rate, ‘that is the view held by a 
good many. people... Sometimes the same words mean a different.thing to e 
them and ‘to us. .For instance, the Catholics assert that we Orthodox 
misinterpret their views regarding the dogma of the Infallibility and the. 
supremacy of the Pope. 


"With the ee aE Mo, unity has ale dae, been shpere ed within. EBS jet 
framework of the World Council of Churches “and one.of the results of- 
this has been that proselytism has stopped. from that: ‘side. .: The dathe nee 
do not participate in the Council, because they do not recognize the 
existence of another Church. . : 


"Nevertheless, by inviting representatives to attend the Second 
Vatican Council, which is to meet at Rome in October, they show that. 
they do recognize the existence of Protestant churches, some of which | 
are extremely advanced in their opinions. ; 


gi the meantime, contacts, communications and scheises of visits 
between representatives of the three churches should continue with a view 
to facing in common the problems of Christianity. 


"The first problem is that some dispute the historical fact of the 
person of the founder of the Christian faith - namely ‘that one thousand 
nine hundred and sixty two years ago Christ was born as, the PRQRen AYER 
of the Deity. 


"Christianity without. Jesus Christ 'come in the flesh! cannot be 
conceived or exist. ..This is the common problem and Jeane BORRONS t Bassi 
of the three confessions. 


"At the Assembly (of. the World Council of Churches) at New Delhi 
a common front. was established between Orthodox and Protestants. We 
are engaged in working. out the conclusions. Thus, at the present moment , 
the efforts of ourselves and the Protestants.tend towards degmatic union. 
ne the Roman Catholics we are not so advanced. 


“Our PEE Sap in this direction aim at securing unity of action and 
cooperation. But, in order that this may take place, certain prerequi~ 
Sites are necessary - the cessation of proselytism, the abolition’ of the 
Unie, the abandonment of the theory of 'the Paha ate of our separated 
brothers", and certain other things." EPS, Geneva 
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JAPANESE CHRISTIANS URGE SOCIAL WITNESS 
a tA WITNESS 


(Tokyo) - A series of church conferences in Japan has focused on such 
problems as revision of the country's post-war constitution and reactions 
to nuclear testing. Occasion for the meetings was the visit to Japan of 
Dr. John C. Bennett, dean of Union Theological Seminary, New York, who has 
been lecturing in several Asian countries. 


Development of a ten-year plan of social witness to correspond to the 
United Church of Christ in Japan's (i7>olan) ten-year evangelism plan was 
urged at a conference attended by 95 pastors and other Christian leaders 
at Naka Karuizawa. 


Other recomnendations made to the Kyodan at the Karuizawa conference 
included study of the needs for permanent social centres in areas of 
Special distress such as mining districts, closer contact with members of 
the Diet, especially Christians, and revision of its Christian Gride for 
Social Action. 


The conference urged that the Kyodan issue a formal protest against 
nuclear tests and nuclear armaments addressed to the governments of ab 
countries possessing nuclear armaments and churches related to the Kyoden, 


Dr. Bennett also addressed Japanese scientists and scholars and the 
Tokyo district of the Kyodan on "Nuclear Power and the American Scholar" 
EPS, Geneva 


THE ORTHODOX AND CHRISTIAN UNITY 


(Athens) - "The Greek Orthodox Church is prepared to recognize the honcur- 
able primacy of the Pope, as it has always done, but it does not ackncwledge 
any sovereign or legal privileges", according to Archbishop Chrysestomcs, 
Archbishop of Athens and Primate of Greece, in the Greek daily Messimvrini. 


The infallibility of the Pope, the archbishop Said, constitutes the 
main obstacle in the relations between Roman Catholics and Orthodcx. 


In reply to the question whether the Church of Greece is in favour cf 
@ union of churches, the archbishop replied: "We bclieve that the Holy 
Spirit, who guides and protects the Church of God, will ultimately create 
the conditions needed for fraternal collaboraticn between the churches, 
which will lead sooner or later to union." 


With regard to the unity of Orthodox Christians, about which Athena-_ 
goras, the Eeumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, is 'deeply concerned", the 
Primate of Greece thinks that it is already an accomplished fact since the 
Pan-Orthodox Conference in Rhodes, and that it will be even more clearly 
manifested -after the pro-Synod which is to follcw up the work of that _ 
meeting. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH AUTHORITY DISCOSSED | 


(New York) .5 A panel of Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, and Anglican rep- 
resentatives discussed the question of authority within the Church during 
an "ecumenical encounter" held here at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine (Protestant Episcopal). 
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Participants were Dr. Veselin Kesich, a professor at St. Vladimir's 
Orthodox Theological Seminary here; Mgr. James E. Rea, counsellor to 
Roman Catholic students at Columbia University; the Rev. Edward N. West, 
ecanon:of the cathedral; and Dr. Daniel Day Williams, a professor at Union 


Theological Seminary he 


Dr. Kesich explained ar Phe aod Church "believes and claims © 
that the Chursh is infallible". Although the Ecumenical Councils are 
considered the highest eae oi in the Church, they are "not infallible 
in themselves", he added.” 


Commenting on the nature of authority in the Roman Catholic Church, 
Mgr. Rea said that Catholics believe that "Christ instituted the hierarchy, 
that is the episcopany together with the papacy, as the established means 
in the Chureh for the official proclamation of divine truth". 


"The entire Chines as a whole is infallible in what it believes 
regarding matters of faith and morals, provided the belief is unanimous 
and has been continued over a protracted period of time", he said. 


Canon West said that Anglicans see authority as "the delegation of 
power from the source of all power - God himself - to and through a respon- 
sible community". He said that the criteria by which the use of this 
authority may be judged are "Holy Scripture, antiquity, general consent, 
and that continuous knowledge of the living Lord's will which we come to 
know through the whole liturgical life of the faithful". 


Dr. Williams said that for Protestants "the Scripture is our primary 
and decisive witness to Jesus Christ... (and that) the final authority _. 


lies in Jesus Christ himself". Protestants believe in the "absoluteness 
of God's truth as implying the relative and qualified truth cf doctrines,. 
forms and ag eee he said. | EPS, Geneva . 


4 
NEW BIBLE STUDY BOOKLET FROM WCC . 


(Geneva) - A new Bible study booklet entitled He is Our Peace will be 
issued by the Faith and Order Secretariat of the World Council of Churches 
early in August. An announcement said the growing number of cbservances 
of the WCC- -~sponsored. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, marked annually 
in January, has given rise to a demand for a booklet of this kind, ccver- 
ing the passages appointed for daily meditation during the Week. 


He is Our Peace contains eight: Bible studies designed primarily for 
oongregational eroups. - At.the end of each study are questions for dis- 
cussion. 


The backiet also contains a reprint of the famous New Delhi Statement 
on the Unity we Seek, followed by a section of questions concerning the 
meaning of the declaration for local church life. 


The booklet will be printed in English, French, and German. All 
three editions may be ordered from the Publications Department, World 
Council of Churches, AT route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 

BPS, Geneva | 
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AUSTRALTAN CATHOLICS REQPEN SCHOOLS 


Special to EPS 

(Perth) -— Roman Catholic Maetae in the town of Goulbourn, New South Wales, 
have been reopened after two weeks' closure to focus attention on lack of 
state financial aid for the church schools. 


A meeting of 900 Roman Catholic parents and parishioners voted over- 
whelmingly to reopen the schools in the wake of a controversy which has 
spread throughout Australia. 


Tt is feared that the anti-Roman Catholic attacks engendered by the 
debate will jeopardize the growth in Protestant-Roman Catholic relation- 
ships, an EPS correspondent reports. 


The question of state aid to church schools has been a céntre of 
political controversy for many years. It came to a head when the Roman 
Catholic church in Goulbourn announced that it would close eight schools 
for six weeks to protest the refusal of the state to eae aid tc the 
ohurch schools. 


Seven hundred children were accommodated in state schools during the 
closure but another 1300 had to do lessons by correspondence. 


Other Roman Catholic dioceses indicated their support of the Goul- 
bourn measures while bitter anti-Roman Catholic attaeks were made. Many 
of these were from people who have "little association with any church", 
the EPS correspondent states. 


Councils of churches in various states have urged a thorough inves #i - 
gation into the whole question of state aid. 


Before the reopening of the schools a Baptist minister, the Rev. 
Graham Watkins of Clarement, urged the government to "declare a state of 
emergency to take over the vacated schools". He said that if state aid 
was given "to.schools that propagate doctrines considered by Protestants 
as heretical, many thousands of the best citizens in the state will refuse 
to make any tax contributions as a matter of conscience". 


Mr. Watkins accused the "Roman Catholic Church of stirring up a 
sectarian hornet's nest and must not complain if it is stung". 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Methodist Bishop Ralph E. Dodge was refused a visa by Portuguese 
government authorities to visit Mozambique where he was .to preside at the 
annual Southeast African Methodist Conference. He is bishop of an area 
which includes much of Southern Rhodesia, Angola, and Mozambique. Bishop 
Dodge, an American, said in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, that he was not 
surprised at the Portuguese government's action. He had not received a 
"refusal", he said, adding that over the past 14 years he had found that 
"no answer was a negative answer" when one applied for travel permits to 
the government. According to the Board of Missions of The Methcdist 
Church in New York, Bishop Dodge had claimed that the failure of Portugal 
to permit him to visit Mozambique was but a part of "the programme of cur- 
tailment" forced on Protestant churches in Portuguese territories. 


* * * 
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The fiftieth anniversary of the formation of the Anglican diocese. of 
Iran was observed in England recently. A Jubilee observance will be 
“held in Iran late in- September. The nave of St. Margaret's, Westminster, 
‘was crowded for a service of thanksgiving at.which the Bishop in Iran, | 
the Rt. Rev. H.B. Dehqani-Tafti, was supported by the Bishop cof Liverpool 
-and the Archbishop in Jerusalen. Two German visitors were present. 
Missions in Germany support work among the blind in Iran. 


* * * 


“More than 50,000 people - 25 per cent more than during the previous 
year - participated in courses and seminars held at the Evangelical 
Academies of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). during 1961, the 
managing board of the Academies announced at its annual meeting in 
Mulheim /Ruhr. The Academies are centres for discussing theological 
questions as well.as. social, political, vocational, and other current 
problems,in the light of the Christian faith. Pioneered by the regional 
Evangelical churches in Germany after the war, the Academy movement has 
spread to Norway, Sweden, England, the Netherlands, France, Switzerland, 
and Japan. ny : ate 


Gagliano phorus 


The first issue of the Pacific Journal of Theology has been published 
by the Malua Printing Press at Malua Theological College, Western Samoa. 
This quarterly is a result of the Consultation on Theological Training 
convened by the International Missionary Council, and held in Suva in May, 
1961. The Rev. Vavae Toma, first full-time ecumenical secretary for the 
Pacific, in a foreword, says that the new journal will publish articles by 
both local and overseas contributors on "the theological foundation of the 
life, witness, and current problems of the Church in the Pacific". The 
editorial committee consists of scholars in the Solomon Islands, Fiji, 
Samoa, the Caroline Islands, Tonga, Dutch New Guinea, New Caledonia, and 
Papua.. The subscription is 5/- per year (Samoan currency) which "should 
be regarded as a minimum and voluntary additions will be welcomed". The 
journal may be ordered through the Australian Council of Churches, 511 Kent 
Street, Sydney. 

x * 

An agreement between the Vatican and the Spanish state equating the 
degrees of Catholic universities in Spain with those granted by state 
institutions has been approved in Madrid by the Cortes (Parliament). The 
action has been hailed by Catholic leaders as finally resolving a long- 
standing controversy over a state monopoly in higher. education. Here- 
after, full state recognition will be given to degrees. and diplomas 
awarded by Catholic universities in non-religious subjects. 


x % *& 


Bishop Gazarian of the Armenian Church for India and the Far East 
recently visited the Orthodox Syrian Church of South India in Kerala. 
The bishop, who has his headquarters in Calcutta, has recently returned 
from Indonesia, Burma, Malaya, and other countries where he went to visit 
Armenian Church congregations. . The bishop in a press,interview said that 
’ the Armenian Church has six churches with a.-total of 1000 members in, Indiaw 


* &* ° #* 
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The German YMCA movement has announced it will send three more fraternal 
secretaries abroad: an engineer to serve as a teacher in the YMCA Training 
Institute in Karachi; a secretary for service in the Congo; and an secre- 
tary for work with the Nigerian YMCA's. In recent years the German YMCA has 
sent fraternal secretaries to YMCA's in South America, Ghana, and Pakistan. 


* * * 


A statement deploring the "lack of a more lively and active social 
conscience" in Spain has been issued in Madrid under the signature of all 
eleven Roman Catholic archbishops in the country. Published in Ya, leading 
Catholic daily, the statement stressed that it was especially important to 
“raise the level of the clergy's social conscience", since the church's 
influence was an essential factor in helping to raise the living standards 
of the workers. 


* * * 


Over six hundred students, out of a total student body of 1,000, and 
faculty and staff members attended the opening service of Religious Emphasis 
Week, held recently at the International Christian University in Japan. The 
week's meditations and discussions were based on the theme "The Living 
Christ". Reports indicate that the observance was the most successful in its 
thirteen-year history. 


* * * 


Parish care has been strengthened inYugoslavia's Slovak Lutheran Church 
by the establishment of a training school for lay preachers and choir direc- 
tors. Sixteen young men who are in the second part of the school's first 
two-year course have now decided to give their services to the church. They 
will conduct worship for small, scattered groups of church members, thus 
providing relief for overburdened pastors. The new educational institution 
is the first of its kind in the 200-year history of the 57,000-member body, 
whose official name is the Evangelical Christian Church of the Augsburg 
Confession in Yugoslavia. It is located in the Backi Petrovac parish, the 
largest Slovak Lutheran parish in the country. 


* * * 


A burial service suitable for suicides is among amendments to the Prayer 
Book which are expected to be published soon by the Church in Wales for 
experimental use. The special service is the work of the church's Standing 
Liturgical Commission and of the bench of bishops which is working on a 
revision of the Prayer Book. A spokesman noted that "the rule of the church 
has always been that anyone not baptized or excommunicated or who had 
deliberately committed suicide should not receive a Christian burial". He 
said that in practice, many bishops in the past 100 years had authorized 
Special orders of service to cover the burial of such people. In most cases 
coroner's inquest found that the suicide was committed while the balance of 
the person's mind was disturbed, which meant that Christian burial was per- 
mitted. The new form of service, which is different from the one used for 
normal funerals, would also be said for the excommunicated and the unbaptized. 


EPS, Geneva 


EPS will not be issued next week (August at, The next edition will be 
issued August 10 from the annual meeting of the World Council's Central 
Committee in Paris. 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTER CONVENES IN PARIS 


(Paris) - Genuine dialogue between the Protestant and Roman Catholic churches 
as the next step towards Christian unity was called for here tonight by the 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, said that while there have been "use- 
ful conversations between individuals" of the confessions, no "constructive 
relationship" is possible unless the churches themselves begin to talk with 
one another, Present conversations between individuals, he said, represent 
"only a modest step" towards Christian unity and "mean only that it is 
believed on both sides that Christians should not remain in isolation from 
each other", 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft emphasized that dialogue "does not mean. surrender 
of principle or conviction, or indifference to truth, but caring for others, 
listening to them, desiring real communication, and mutual enrichment". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft spoke at the opening session of the ten-day (August 
7-17) annual meeting of the WCC's 100-member Central Committee. The World 
Council represents 197 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches in more 
than 80 countries. 


In his annual report to the policy-making body, Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
said that the forthcoming Second Vatican Council has "sreat direct signifi- 
cance for a vast part of Christendom" and "important implication for the 
relationship of the Roman Catholic Church to all other Christian churches. 
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He asked prayers for the Vatican Council and said that non-Catholic 
Christians should "seek to be fully informed about its work, do nothing which 
can make the task of the Council fathers more difficult, and do everything to 
encourage them in the accomplishment of the task of the renewal of their 
church", 


He noted that it is in this spirit that the WCC's Executive Committee 
will recommend that an invitation to the World Council to send observers to 
the Second Vatican Council should be accepted. 


(Two Roman Catholic observers appointed by the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity are attending the Central Committee meeting. ) 


However, he emphasized, that between WCC member churches and the Roman 
Gatholic Church "there ig no question about organizational links and even 
less (since this is clearly forbidden by our constitution) of the World 
Council asking for any or all of its member churches in this relationship". 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that "a dialogical attitude" between the 
churches.implies certain practical consequences. For this reason he said the 
World. Council is especially concerned about action which the Second Vatican 
Council takes or, does. not. take with regard. to such questions as the relation- 
ships of the churches, religious liberty, mixed marriages, prayer for ° 
unity, and the question of the nature and limits of.the Church. 


Discussing: Eastern and: Western traditions within the World Council, the 
general secretary noted that the entrance of new member churches from the 
USSR into World Council membership would increase the organization's respon- 
~ sibility for “constructive action with regard to the ideological and ‘politica. 
tension between the largest power blocs'. (The application of five churches 
in the USSR for membership in the World Council will be. acted upon at this 
Boe eLUSs The Russian Orthodox Church ‘became a “member ‘Tast November. ) ” 


Dr. Visser 1+ Hooft emphasized that Eastern and Western. churchmen can 
meet as Christians within the World Council and not as "representatives of 
rival ideologies. 


Mie know that no Bn ESS ‘social, or political idesloey: can be identi- 
fied with the Christian faith", he asserted. 


That does not mean, he added, that Christians from East and West find it 
easy to arrive at a common mind Lppidt tough issues, but it does mean that "we 
can drrive at common conclusions about a number of important issues and thus 
make a common witness to the world". 


. He said this is true because in "church language" the terms "Eastern" 
and "Western" have a meaning which is totally different from the meaning which 
the’ words have in modern political language" and because "we give priority to 
the relationship of the Hastern: and Western expressions of Christianity". 


“iDr. Visser tt Hooft reminded the Committee. that this “meeting of. the 
Central Committee takes place in the twenty-fifth anniversary, year of the 
meeting held in July, 1937, at which "the Reh decision!" to form the 
World RU RES ge was taken. 


x SRR ‘ sah 
The opening: session was greeted by M..Couve de Miarvil Le , Minister: of 


Foreign Affairs of the French Government and by Pastor Charles Westphal, 
president of the Protestant’ Federation of France. 
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tions with "attention" and "interest", Lea ga because of the contribution 
the World Council can make to the ese ena eh of peace and freedom. 


He mentioned specifically as one of the "great problems now dominating 
international relations" the question of disarmament. 


"We become more and more conscious of the necessity of seeking first an 
end to the immediate and monstrous danger which threatens humanity, i.e., the 
existence and stock-piling of nuclear arms", he declared, 


"This will not be achieved. by taking measures which only consolidate the 
Situation of some, but by attacking the problem in its fullness to the end 
that we effect the cessation of manufacturing of nuclear weapons and the 
destruction of existing weapons using all those measures of control which such 
operations make indispensable," EPS, Geneva 


WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE DEFINES VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS! ROLE 


(Paris) - Observers from the World Council of Ghurehes to the Second Vatican 
Council in Rome will be there to become better acquainted with developments 
within the Roman Catholic Church, not to act as official spokesmen for the 
Council. 


This was stressed in the report of the 14-member Executive Committee of 
the Council to the policy-making Central Committee meeting.here. The report 
followed a presentation by the general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, 
Geneva. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of both the Executive and 
Central Committees of the Council, presented the report. He stated that the 
smaller committee recommended sg oe RE of the invitation to send observers 
to the Vatican Council, 


Or. Fry; mM Ret of the Lutheran Church in America, listed several 
reasons why the Executive Committee made the recommendations: 


"This is the first time in history that observers from so many confes- 
sions are invited to follow the proceedings of a-Council of the Roman Catholic 
Church, This new departure is not unrelated to the rise of the modern ecumen- 
ical movement (the movement for Christian unity)." 


The World Council which has since its first Assembly in 1948 invited 
Roman Catholics to attend its main meetings as observers "should use this 
opportunity to become better acquainted with developments in the life of the 
Roman Catholic Church", it said. It added they also "may have opportunities 
to explain informally whee the World Council stands for, and to forward a 
true conversation between the Roman Catholic Church and the churches in the 
wcc. 


"he observers have no authority to speak officially for the WCC", the 
Executive Committee stressed, "nor to engage in any negotiation. 


"The acceptance of the invitation is to be seen wholly in the light of 
the purposes of the WCC and especially of its task 'to draw churches out of 
isolation into conference in which none is to be asked to be disloyal or to 
compromise its convictions but to explain them to others while seeking to 
understand their point of view.!" EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES MUST EXPERIMENT MORE RADICALLY, .THRHOLOGIAN TELLS WCC POLICY-MAKERS 


(Paris) - New forms of church experience’ open to modern, industrialized, 
technological man are needed, the Rev. Dr. John Marsh, principal of Mansfield 
College, Oxford University, told the policy-making Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches at a meeting here. A 


Dr. Marsh, a Congregationalist and a distinguished theologian, was 
presenting to the Committee, as chairman of the WCC's Division of Studies, 
an outline of an important new enquiry which is now under way. The theme of 
this enquiry is "The Finality of Jesus Christ in an Age of Universal History". 
Dr. Marsh explained what this title means and indicated some of the problems 
which it raises. 


"We shall not find a way of evangelism until we have been much more 
radical in thought and experiment than we have so far managed to be," the 
speaker, who is chairmn of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, said. 


Dr. Marsh said that Christ was to be thought of as "final" in the sense 
of being the real. subject of the history of. this and all ages, of .cur own and 
other people's religion, culture, politics, and society, and added: 


"Phe Cross was the bridging of the unbridgeable sulf between man and 
God, between man and man, between man and woman, between slave and free, 
between Jew and Gentile, between cultured and barbarian. 


"The good news of the Gospel is that the really unbridgeable gulifs have 
been bridged already, and that the secret of human, as well as distinctively 
Christian living, is to live in the knowledge that the divisive powers in 
human life have been proved finally impotent. : 


"What Christ has already done has already given the final ending to 
the tragic divisions of our own time. Whatever tragedies our present divi- 
sions may bring to us,.or whatever darkness we may avoid, we shall know that 
what takes place will be what has already taken place’ at the Cross, where the 
whole universal history was affirmed and reaffirmed as the story of God's 
reconciliation of.an alienated universe to himself." Pu 


Man - A "satellite in orbit" 


Dr. Marsh likened man to a satellite in orbit, separate from the planet 
from which he has been launched, yet fulfilling his function only as he 
remains in proper orbital relation to his launching base. 


"The world of creatures," he went on, "has been 'set in orbit! by the 
creator, given a life of its own, and yet must live always as an ‘orbital! 
life, related at depth to God. The duties of the Christian. community, then, 
are to respect the integrity of the secular, and so to accept responsibility 
for it and within it, knowing that whatever the course of history proves to 
be, God is complicit in it, and that its outcome is already assured." 


Dr. Marsh denied that "conversion" means. leaving one religion that has 
no truth for one that has nothing but truth. He thought it is'.ather to be 
made aware of the one universal history that underlies all particular and 
partial histories, even the history of the Christian Church, the one history 
that is the history of one person, God and man, one person,’ yet all persons 
as. they come to live in him, Jesus Christ. | | 
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"Jesus Christ is final," Dr. Marsh said, "not only for the history of 
our planet but even for the vast universe of the modern physicist. Today we 
are doubtless boggled in our attempts to imagine what it is like to live in a 
universe where stars may be millions of light years away. But, if we are to 
retain the insights of the biblical writers, we shall still want to claim that 
even the story of so vast a universe is still, by the exercise of God's power, 
the theatre of a salvation of the universe in Jesus Christ. 


"On this earth we have had to learn, in this century, of the solidarity 
of man. There can no longer be a British, French, Russian, African, American, 
or an Australian history. Humanity is one and its destiny is one, and in 
many ways is acknowledged to be one. But the world is nevertheless divided, 
more deeply divided than ever before." 


Dr. Marsh's presentation was supplemented by another from Father Paul 
Verghese, a priest of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India who is an associate 
general secretary of the WCC and director of the Division of Ecumenical Action. 


Church unity in its full reality 


Father Verghese told the Central Committee that the unity of the Church 
does not become a full reality until at the inter-personal level there is 
forgiveness, openness, and mutual acceptance. He said that this is something 
which has more meaning for the ordinary Christian than denominational mergers. 


"The small group community of openness in love and concern, in common 
worship, and common service, is a neglected area of our ecumenical work," he 
went on. "The Church is in a better position to start a contagion of open- 
ness than any other agency that God has set in the world. 


"But we cannot be satisfied with merely working at the small inter-personal 
level. The power structures have to be reconciled to each other too. The 
charge of 'Fellow-travelling!, of being a 'Com-symp! (Communist sympathiser) 
is a frightening and tyrannical force in many parts of the world today, 
disrupting community both at a world-wide and at national and domestic levels. 
The Christian faith should be able to deliver us from our bondage to this 
tyranny. 


"Christ was and is the Master Fellow-traveller and we cannot afford to 
be less. He was and is the 'all-symp', and we have to share in his universal 
sympathy. The WCC itself is hamstrung in its approach to Christians in the 
socialist countries by the fear of being tarred and lampooned as "com-symps!. 
Neither can we afford to neglect one-fourth of humanity in our human comm- 
unity by keeping People's China out of the United Nations." EPS, Geneva 


WORLD CONFESSIONAL BODIES NAME VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Geneva) - Two world confessional bodies - the Lutheran World Federation and 
the World Methodist Council - have named their observers to the Second 
Vatican Council. 


~The Lutheran World Federation has named Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard, professor 
of systematic theology at the University of Copenhagen, and an Americans. 
Dr. George Lindbeck. Dr. Skydsgaard is supervisor of the LWF's Special 
Commission on Inter-Confessional Research. Dr. Lindbeck was appointed in 
July as research director of this study. He was formerly a member of the 
faculty of Yale Divinity School. 
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The World Methodist. Council has named as its observers Bishop Fred Pierce 
Corson of Philadelphia, Pa., (USA), and Dr. Harold Roberts, principal of 
Richmond College, Surrey, England, and president of the World Methodist 
Council from 1957 to 1961. A third Methodist representative will be named 
later. itiors 


Among individuals who have received invitations as observers are Pastor 
Roger Schutz, prior of the Protestant Community of Taizé, near Cluny, and 
Pastor Max Thurian, a brother of the same community. An invitation also 
has been received by Dr. Oscar Cullmann, professor at the Universities of 
Basel, Strasbourg, and. Paris. 


Last week the World Jewish Congress which was to have been represented 
at the Vatican Council announced it has changed its mind and will not be 
represented. 


Dr. Nahum Goldmann, Congress president, cancelled the appointment of 
Dr. Chaim Wardi of the Israel Ministry of Religious Affairs as an "unofficial 
observer" on behalf of the Congress because "the Jewish consensus (is) that 
it would be improper to participate in a gathering of. such a nature as the 
council", hy EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND RUSSIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH URGE CLOSER TIES 


(Moscow) = The Archbishop of Canterbury concluded a five-day visit here by 
joining with the Patriarch of: the Russian Orthodex Church in calling for 
closer contacts between the two churches. me 


In a joint communiqué Dr. Arthur Michael Ramsey and Patriarch Alexei 
recomménded "exchanges of visits between theologians, priests, and students 
of the two churches". 


Mr. Vladimir Kuroyedov, chairman of the government Council for Russian 
Orthodox Church Affairs, later told reporters that the ideas for. exchanges 
"will be fully upheld" by the Russian government. . 


The joint statement said that the talks between the Archbishop and 
Russian churchmen had taken place in an atmosphere of Christian brotherhood, 
and declared: "It was noted that the striving of the Anglican churchmen 
toward a rapprochement of their church with the Orthodox Church met with 
heart-felt understanding and fraternal support on the part of the Russian 
Orthodox Church." 


The statement noted that "participants. also desired that unity should 
be promoted" between the two churches and "therefore desired that a joint 
pan-Orthodox, pan-Anglican theological commission should be set up and that 
all Orthodox and all Anglican churches should participate in it". 


In the meantime,.it added, it is."desired that theological discussions 
between Orthodox and Anglican local churches should be continued whenever 
possible". 


During his visit the Archbishop met Mr. Anastas Mikoyan, the Soviet - 
Duputy Premier, and stressed the necessity for free exchanges of churchmen 
between the ‘two: churches. 


‘The Archbishop also spoke to’ a congregation of some 2,500 believers at 
Saint Elijah's Cathedral. ‘At the service Patriarch Alexei told the Arch- 
bishop: "We take this visit of yours as a sign and symbol of the love of 
the Anglican Church for the Orthodox Church." He handed a golden cross to 
the Archbishop and asked him to "bless the people who are here", 
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On his return to London Dr. Ramsey told reporters, "I enjoyed my visit 
to Russia very much. It, was an exciting and thrilling time - but something 
of an ordeal. It strains the feelings of a Christian very much to be in 
such contacts with an atheist system, but it was very moving to be in touch 
with the Russian Church and to witness its courage. 


"T found the Russian Church in great difficulties. The anti-God propa- 
ganda in the country still goes on very intesely. Nevertheless, it is not 
only the old and the elderly who attend church in Russia, but whole families." 

EPS, Geneva 


JHWISH, CHRISTIAN RELATIONS DISCUSSED 


(Cambridge) - The Christian witness of the churches to the Jewish people was 
discussed at an international summer school at Westcott House, Cambridge, 
July 3-13. 


4 


Sixty participants from Great Britain, Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland, from a number of churches took part. 
They heard Mr. Samuel Landmann, London, lecture on the philosphy of Zionism. 
Rabbi I. Maybaum, London, spoke on "Judaism Explained to My Christian Friends." 


Other subjects discussed included the Piety and Practice of the Syna- 
gogue, the Impact of Nazism on European Jewry, Jesus and the New Israel, and 
Spiritual Trends in Modern Israel. Professor T.F. Torrance, Edinburgh, and 
Professor W. Zimmerli, Gottingen, delivered papers on the Old Testament. 


Interdependence of the Church and Israel and the validity of the Church's 
mission to the Jew in the light of modern theories were other lecture topics, 
Dean for the school was the Rev. H.E. Hllison of London.’ 


The meeting was sponsored by the Committee on the Church and the Jewish 
People of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council 
of Churches. The Rev. Anker Gjerding of Denmark is director of the committee. 

EPS, Geneva 


MIGRANT WORKERS IN EUROPE 


(Thessaloniki) - The plight of thousands of young men from Greece, Italy, 
Spain, and Portugal who are living and working.in the countries of central 
and northern Europe was the subject of a special report to the Fourth YMCA 
European Area Conference held here. Four hundred delegates from 15 countries 
attended. 


"You see them everywhere, crowding the railway stations and wandering 
alone through the streets of almost every industrial city in the north," 
declared Mr. Kurt Miethke of the staff of the World Alliance of YMCAs, who 
earlier this year toured 12 countries, including Greece, to study the situa- 
tion of migrant workers... 


While pointing out that excellent programmes of cooperation existed 
between governments and industries, and that the European Economic Community 
was aiding the smooth movement of workers to countries needing additional 
manpower, Mr. Miethke stated that he found the social and spiritual situation 
of hundreds of thousands of young migrants to be almost completely overlooked. 


"In this sense they are the forgotten young 
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"In this sense they are the forgotten young men of Europe," he stated. 
"They are in desperate need of contact with local populations, of places 
where they can usefully spend their leisure time, and of help and guidance 
with the many problems they find in living in a strange country. 


"Phis is the great vacuum that exists today in the social and spiritual 
welfare services throughout northern Europe," he continued. 


"Governments, industry, and churches are all anxious to help, but they 
simply don't know what to do. And every year the position gets worse. 
Already more than one million migrants move from one country to another in 
Europe every year, but as Europe moves towards even closer unity this figure 
is certain to increase enormously." 


Today, he went on, only a few YMCA Associations in cities in northern 
Europe were attempting to help "the forgotten young man". He mentioned the 
work of Liége YMCA, Belgium, where there is a special section for Greek 
migrants. He cited also the work being done in Kassel, Germany, where 
recently over 100 young Greeks took part in a special evening programme 
operated for them by the local YMCA. 


"This work must be extended to cover every city where young migrants 
live," he stressed. "State and industry cannot do it - but you can do it, 
for you are the YMCA, a Christian organization for young men." 


Among the audience were special representatives of the European Hconomic 
Community - Mr. Olin Olivi from Brussels, Belgium - and of the Council of 
Europe - and Mr. Lionel de Roulet, from Strasbourg, France. EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL'S UNITY TASK EMPHASIZED 


(New York) - Although the Second Vatican Council is not directly intended as 
a Council of union, its main ecumenical task will be to "prepare for an 
eventual union. . .by bettering relations between Catholics and non-Catholic 
according to Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the ‘Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity. 


Speaking in an interview which will be reported in the August 11 issue 
of America, national Catholic weekly published here, Cardinal Bea declared 
that the Catholic Church must "strive to revitalize its own inner life so 
that it can manifest to our separated brethren an even clearer image of 
Christianity according to the Gospel". Meanwhile, he said, it is hoped the 
coming Vatican Council "will pave the way toward greater union by resolving 
certain problems that presently impede Christian unity". 


He listed among outstanding obstacles to Christian unity "the immense 
accumulation of misinterpretation, of resentment, and of misunderstanding" 
between separated Christians and the "bitter historical memories that pro- 
voke mutual suspicion and aversion". 


Another obstacle, he said, is the lack in most Protestant churches of 
a supreme authority in matters of faith with which the Catholic Church can 
deal officially. 


"One begins to see the magnitude of the problem," he said, "when he 
considers that in the United States alone there are not less than 250 
denominations, some of which belong to the World Council of Churches and 
many others which do not. And the WCC itself holds that it would be a 
dangerous deviation from its proper task to enter into doctrinal parleys 
with Rome." 
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However, the Cardinal added, "this does not exclude fruitful discussions 
among theologians. On this whole question we must be patient and prepare 
carefully for talks with some separated. er OME or other which presents a more 
developed plan of.internal iba Fiche) : EPS, Geneva 


RECONCILIATION CHURCH INAUGURATED AT TAIZE 


(Taizé, France) - More than three thousand Christians from many different 
nations and the surrounding countryside attended the inauguration of the new 
Church of the Reconciliation at the Protestant Community of Taizé, near 
Cluny, France, August 4-6. The church was built by a German reconciliation 
group. 


On Monday, August 6, in the crypt of the new church reserved for that 
purpose, a Roman Catholic mass was celebrated by Mgr. Lebrun, Bishop of 
Autun. Mgr. Martin, president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity in 
France, the Archbishop of Rouen, and Mgr. Flusin, Bishop of St. Claude, were 
present on Sunday afternoon (August 5) for the evening service of the Taizé 
Community. Also present were representatives of Franciscan, Benedictine, 
and Cistercian orders. 


For many years the Community of Taizé has held its services in the 
Roman Catholic parish church in the village with permission of the diocesan 
bishop. The brothers will continue to worship in the ancient church on 
occasions when the new and larger church is not needed. 


Sixty young Germans from the action movement "Suhnezeichen" (signs of 
reconciliation) built the new church. The voluntary movement has teams of 
young people at work in several European countries and Israel. For more than 
a year the young Germans worked together on the churoh, together with French 
workmen from the region. The movement is devoted to expiation and peace 
through practical works. 


Located on a hill near the village of Taizé in Burgundy, the new church 
was designed by an architect brother of the community, with glass designed 
by two artist brothers. There are 50 brothers in the Protestant community 
devoted to Christian unity. Four young men made their professions during 
the three-day observance. 


President Kurt Scharf of the Evangelical Church in Germany, participated 
in the opening ecumenical service on Sunday morning. The honorary president 
of the French Protestant Federation and a former president of the World 
Council of Churches, Pastor Marc Boegner, preached. He expressed gratitude 


for the work of the Taizé Community and the young people who built the church. 


Anglican Bishop Stephen Neill, professor of missions at the University 
of Hamburg, brought greetings from the Archbishop of Canterbury. Among the 
many church leaders attending the Sunday morning service were Metropolitan 
Meliton from the Hcumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople; Archbishop 
Gunnar Hultgren, primate of the Lutheran Church of Sweden; Bishop Oliver 
Tompkins, Bishop of Bristol, England; and Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews, 
of Boston, Mass. 


The Church of the Reconciliation at Taizé has been built as a place of 
prayer for Christian unity. "Being written in stone, it expresses better 
than mere words the desire for peace and reconciliation among men," a state~ 
ment of purpose declares. It has been built by the German movement, not "to 
dwell on a painful past" but "to fix our eyes on reconciliation", EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


The first issue of Youth, new publication of the Central Youth Committee 
of the National Christian Council of India, has been published in Nagpur. 
New secretary of the Youth Committee is Mr. Mathai Zachariah, formerly 
chaplain of the Allahabad Agricultural Institute. 


* x * 


The. Church of South India. has 1,144,205 baptized Christians, 841 pastor- 
ates, 15 bishops, 801 presbyters in pastorates, 105.in other work, 96 deacons. 
40 honorary presbyters, 5 honorary deacons, and 131 students training for 
the ministry, according to new figures issued in Madras. EPS, Geneva 
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SEVEN NEW CHURCHES ACCEPTED BY WCC 


(Paris) - Seven new churches were approved for membership in.the World 
Council of Churches by the policy-making Central Committee meeting in Paris. 
This will bring to 201 the Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches in 
the membership. 


The names of the new churches will now be circulated to all Council 
member churches and unless objection is received from more than one-third 
in six months the applicants will become full members. 


The new churches include five from the Soviet Union; one which has its 
headquarters in Lebanon; and one in uae Africa. 


The new churches from the USSR are: the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Latvia, with 500,000 members; the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Estonia, 
with 350,000 members;. the Union of Evangelical Christian Baptists of the 
USSR, with 545,000 members; the Georgian Orthodox Church which does not. list 
its membership but has 100 churches; and the Armenian Apostolic Church with 
headquarters in Etchmiadzim, which has a total TENA of 4,500,000, with 
1,400,000 living outside the USSR. 


The Armenian Apostolic Church - Catholicate of Cilicia - with a member- 
ship of 498,000,-is another new member church. It covers dioceses in the’ 
Middle East, Geddes and North America, 
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The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa - South-East Region 
is a newly autonomous church in the Union of South Africa with 75,587 members. 
It is an outgrowth of American, German, Norwegian, and Swedish missionary 
efforts. 


Observers from all the new member churches except the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Southern Africa were present. They were: His Holiness 
Patriarch Ephraim II, from the Georgian Orthodox Church, USSR; Archbishop 
Jaan Kiivit, Estonian Lutheran Church, USSR; the Very Rev. Vardapet Karekin 
Sarkissian of Antelias, Lebanon, representing the Armenian Apostolic Church 
of Cilicia; Bishop Serovopo Manoukin, prelate of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of Etchmiadzin in the Soviet Union; Archbishop Gustav Turs, Evangel- 
ieal Lutheran Church of Latvia, USSR; and the Rev. Jacov Zhidkov, Union of 
Evangelical Christian Baptists in the USSR. 


The two Armenian Apostolic churches applying issued a joint statement 
signed by their observers, saying that the application of the catholicosates 
of Etchmiadzin and Cilicia should not give the impression that two "different, 
separate churches are applying. 


"Phe Armenian Church. is one under the spiritual supremacy of the Catho- 
licos of All Armenians of Etchmiadzin. The two catholicosates have their 
respective jurisdictions; with independent status, and with the primacy of 
honour being recognized. by the GCatholicosate of Cilicia for the Catholicosate 
of Etchmiadzin. | | | bens 

"The present difficulties in their relationship with each other are of 
temporary nature and we believe they will disappear in the near future. 


"The two delegations will cooperate in bringing their contribution to 
“the ecumenical movement in generai-and to the. task of. the World.Council of | 
Churches in particular." 


Three smaller churches were received in a new category known as "assoc- 
jated churches". These are churches that fulfil all criteria except that of 
size. They are the Lusitanian Church of Portugal, the Spanish Reformed 
Episcopal Church, and the Union of Protestant Churches in the Netherlands 
Antilles. a 


The Committee recognized the uniting of four of its American Lutheran 
member churches into one, the Lutheran Church in America. The new membership 
figure, therefore, is 201. EPS, Geneva 


OVERNMENTS MUST TAKE RISKS TO END DISARMAMENT IMPASSE, WCC SAYS 


GOVERNMENTS MUST TAKE RISKS TO END DIS; eyeT =e 

(Paris) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has called 
upon governments to be ready to take risks to break the impasse in disarma- 
ment negotiations. It also said they must be in "constant readiness to modify 
previously held positions in the light of new scientific evidence or politica: 
circumstances". , 


The 100-member policy making body which represents 201 churches in more 
than 80 countries, including the USA and the USSR, declared that while 
"disarmament obviously involves certain risks, yet the continuation or 
acceleration of the armaments race carries with it a risk far more dangerous 
and threatening. 
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"A choice of risk is inescapable and the obligation is to choose that 
risk which best promises to break the present impasse," the Committee said. 


The Central Committee action came in formal unanimous approval of a 
lengthy statement on international problems submitted by the 15-member 
Executive Committee of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (CCIA), a World Council agency. ‘The CCIA Committee which includes 
church leaders from Eastern and Western Europe, the UK, USA, Asia, Africa, 
the Far East, and Latin America, had unanimously adopted the statement during 
a four-day session held here in early August. . 


The Committee recommended two specific points at which present positions 
Should be modified. 


1. The great powers ought to accept, under international control and 
verification, a progressively lower level of armaments which would not disturb 
the equilibrium of power. If this were started, it said, "the trend (would 
be) virtually as important as the immediate result". 


2. Nations should demand only the minimum of verification of tests 
which is shown to be scientifically necessary. It noted that new scientific 
discoveries have apparently made it possible for national detection posts to 
detect tests in the atmosphere, in space, under water, and the larger under- 
ground explosions. . 


The Committee statement noted that all the nuclear powers participating 
in the disarmament conference at Geneva have agreéd that the goal of disarma- 
ment negotiations is "general and complete disarmament". It emphasized that 
any agreement reached between the USA, the USSR, and the UK to cease tests 
would be effective only if France and other governments capable of testing 


also sign it. France is not a participant in the Geneva disarmament conference. 


The Committee refers to "the Berlin problem" as holding a "key position" 
in 'Hast-West! rélations and "strongly affecting all considerations of disarma- 
ment and security". 


It said that with regard to the Berlin problem governments should be 
ready to accept provisional arrangements designed to minimize present diffi- 
culties and to offer practical ways for the handling of a dangerous situation. 


The statement notes that "CCIA has already insisted upon the great impor- 
tance of free communication both within the church and between people in the 
present difficult situation in Berlin and Germany", and that "this is at 
least as important as economic exchanges to foster mutual confidence". 


A concluding session calls upon the churches to help build public opinion 
which is "sufficiently alert and informed to support policies which are 
constructive, to be patient in the face of genuine difficulties, but impat- 
ient of half-truths and culpable hesitance", It said churches must warn 
their members against the assumption that one side is “wholly right" and the 
other side "wholly wrong". EPS, Geneva 


PROGRESS IN CHRISTIAN UNITY DESCRIBED 


(Paris) - There is a widespread feeling among churches that the "scandal of 
division" of Christians requires serious examination at both national and 
world levels. 


This observation was made before the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches in Paris by the Rev. Patrick C. Rodger, executive secre- 
tary of Faith and Order for the World Council of Churches. 
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Speaking on Current Developments in the Field of Christian Unity, 
Mr. Rodger noted that in regional and national conferences, there is serious 
study of "why disunity persists, though we all declare it to be evil". 


In a report on the situation of church union, Mr. Rodger said that in the 
past two years 52 separate conversations or negotiations on union have been 
underway in 35 countries. 


"Thirty-one of these conversations are being conducted across confes- 
sional lines, two are concerned simply with the establishment of relations 
of intercommunion, and the remainder are within a single confessional family 
in each case," he said. 


Despite delays and discouragement the schemes for a united church in 
Ceylon and for one in North India/Pakistan, "the will to unity is still very 
powerful among the church people concerned" and the plans for union. "are by 
no means dead". Principal delay is over the proposed rite of unification at 
the inauguration of the united church and its implications for the theology 
of ordination. 


(In Ceylon Anglicans, Presbyterians, Baptists, Methodist, and the Church 
of South.India are negotiating. The proposed Church of North India/Pakistan 
would include Baptist churches, Methodists, Church of the Brethren, Disciples, 
Anglicans, and the United Church of North India.) 


'In the United States the four-way conversationsin search of a united 
church which shall be '!truly catholic, truly evangelical, and truly reformed! 
have had a favourable start, though not unexpectedly they also come under 
fire from within the denominations concerned," Mr. Rodger, a priest of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, declared, 


He referred to the conversations going on in the US between the Pro- 
‘testant Episcopal Church, the United Presbyterian Church, the Methodist 
Church, and the United Church of Christ. The proposal to explore such a 
union was originally made by Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the 
United Presbyterian Church, in 1960. Dr. Blake, a member of the Central 
Committee, is in Paris. 


"What is striking here is the range and boldness of the original 
conception, dealing at once with four denominations which are not, as in 
India, very small bodies in relation to the national population, but numeri- 
cally large and well established churches," Mr. Rodger observed. 


He stressed that the need for world-wide unity is bound to make union 
negotiations more complex. 


"A fellowship such as we have in the World Council of Churches implies. 
a responsibility which is more than merely national or confessional." 


No union of Christians can be of "merely local import but must be 
considered as having failed of its objective unless it means something for 
the peace and unity of the whole Church". NF 


Unity Developments on Three Continents 


Individual churches, Protestant and Roman Catholic, are beginning to 
make contact in Latin American countries, Professor R. Obermtiller (Lutheran, 
Argentina) told the Central Committee at another session. 


No. 99 --15th August, 1962 wie 5 


He gave these instances: 


“2. In Brazil the professors of the Jesuit College and of the 
Lutheran Theological College in Sao Leopoldo are inviting 
one another to lectures; 


- In- Buenos Aires the theological professors are meeting for 
the exchange of- ideas and for common Bible study, but ina 
quiet and unofficial way; 


~ In Peru during a week of prayer the Archbishop invited some 
Protestant pastors to the cathedral. i 


"There are indeed hopeful signs that the enmity which was so bitter in 
quite recent times in Colombia and Mexico will be overcome ecumenically," 
Professor Obermliller added. But he emphasized that Protestants in Latin 
America will be able to witness to unity only when they have found it among 
themselves. . 


"While on the one hand our unity in service and witness is becoming ever 


more visible, on the other hand the signs of division are increasing," he 
continued. 


_ 'Dwelve years after the first conference of Latin American churches, we 
held the second in Lima last year. A motion to set up a permanent office 


for the conference was unsuccessful and it was only just possible to have a 


kind of continuation committee." 


j Dr. Donald M'Timkulu, Methodist, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, described 
the work that is being done to bring into being an All Africa Christian 
Conference next year, with a constitution of its own, and the various united 
church activities that are springing up in Africa as a consequence of these - 
efforts. oy Oi ee 


U Kyaw Than, Baptist, Rangoon, Burma, described how the development of 
the East Asia Christian Conference during the last four years was building 
ecumenical relationships both within and outside. the region. 


He said that churches in East Asia were beginning to participate in the 


"joyful experience" of sharing in the giving of inter-church aid. 


He told how even small churches in Burma had been able to send rice to 
Indonesia during the shortage there. | 


_ “Moreover, churches in 12 Asian countries have sent more than 10 short- 
term workers and 88 missionaries to serve churches in 29 countries of Asia;® 
Africa, North and South America, the Middle East, and Europe. EPS, Geneva 


DELEGATION OF THEOLOGIANS TO VISIT RUSSIAN CHURCH 


(Paris) - A°-10-mémber delegation from the.Faith and Order Commission of the. 
World Council of Churches will visit the USSR August 22 - September l. 
Purpose of the visit is to hold theological conversations with the Russian 
' Orthodox Church and to acquaint theologians of that church with the work of 
the WCC commission. My ; 


The group of European and North American theologians have all been 
involved in study commissions of the World Council's Faith and Order Depart- 
ment, This department deals with theological and organizational barriers 
to Christian unity. . MGI ONES 3h ; 
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The delegation's visit was announced by the Rev. Patrick C0. Rodger, 
executive secretary of Faith and Order, in a speech to the Central Committee 
of the World Council. Dr. Lukas Vischer, Swiss Reformed, research secretary 
for Faith and Order in Geneva, will accompany the group. 


The other nine members are Dr. Walter Harrelson, American Baptist Conven- 
tion, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn.; Principal G.R. Beasley-Murray , 
Baptist, principal of Spurgeon's College, Londons Professor E.G. Rupp, 
Methodist, professor of ecclesiastical history, University of Manchester; 

Dr. Joseph A. Sittler, Lutheran, professor at the University of Chicago; 

Dr. A.N. Lekkerkerker, Dutch Reformed Church, professor at Groninger University 
the Netherlands; Dr. David W. Hay, Presbyterian Church in Canada, professor 
at Knox College, Toronto, Canada; Dr. EB. Flesseman van Leer, Dutch Reformed 
Church, Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Dr. J.L. Leuba, Swiss Reformed Church, 
professor at the University of Neuchatel; and Professor A.F. Wingren, Church 
of Sweden, Lund University, Sweden. EPS, Geneva 


COUNCIL PLANS WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 


(Paris) - The World Council of Churches is making plans for an important world 
conference dealing with the unity of the Church, Dr. Robert 8. Bilheimer, 
director of the Division of Studies, a Presbyterian from the United States, 
reported here. 


He presented a comprehensive report dealing with current projects of the 
division. He spoke before the Central Committee of the Council in Paris. 


More than 500 leading Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox theologians from 
all continents will meet in Montreal, Canada, July 12-26, 1963, for a ‘world 
study conference on "faith and order". The conference will deal with the 
theological and organizational barriers to.unity. 


The Montreal conference follows in a series of such world conferences. 
The last was held in Lund, Sweden, 1952. Farlier faith and order conferences, 
held in Lausanne, Switzerland, 1927, and Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1937; helped 
give rise to the modern ecumenical movement and the creation of the World 
Council of Churches. > 


The conference will review studies carried out over the past decade an 
"try to discharge its responsibility to the churches at a time when the demand 
for churchly unity finds many insistent forms of expression" and when 'resist- 
ance to such expression has arisen in fresh force and variety". More churches 
and continents are likely to be represented in Montreal than at any such 
conference in the past. 


Dr. Bilheimer told the Committee that a recent five-year study on the 
Christian responsibility and rapid social change was being followed up in 
many areas of Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle Bast. In many 
cases churches in the areas have formed permanent groups for study and action. 


Recommendations for the new secretariat on racial and ethnic relations 
of the World Council included plans for a consultation on "The Christian 
Significance of Non-Violence". The secretariat, it was suggested, should hold 
"situational" studies on what it means for Christians "to be members of the 
One Body of Christ" in societies where racial and ethnic tensions exist - 
even in the churches themselves. 


An important new study on the missionary nature of the local congregatior 
was outlined. Working groups of theologians, pastors from both traditional 
parishes and experimental situations, denominational executives, and socio- 
logists have been formed. 
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They will attempt to answer such questions as how the existing structure 
of local congregations affects its witness. "Does it enable and encourage 
members of ‘the congregation to go into the world and to live out the Gospel?" 


Dr. Bilheimer stressed the fact that underlying all studies carried out 
by the division was an attempt to understand the meaning of modern history 
from a Christian point of view. In its studies the Council focuses on the 
life and witness of the churches ag they confront problems of contemporary 
history in terms of cultures, society, and humanity. EPS, Geneva 


EDUCATED NOT SERVING IN ARBAS OF GREATEST? NEED, WCC TOLD 


(Paris) - The steady movement of the educated away from service in areas of 


greatest need was described here as the "most acute question in the world of 
education and of Christian vocation". 


Father Paul Verghese, of the Syrian Orthodox Church, an associate general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, told the WCC's Central Committee 
convened here that the problem is of universal concern, "cutting across all 
education movements and all levels of education in all countries". 


He said that the trend is true regardless of the kind of training or 
educational background, and that even persons who have chosen "service" occu- 
pations are not working in areas of "most acute need". 


Father Verghese, who spoke to the Committee on the work of the WCC's 
Division of Ecumenical Action which he heads, described education as "the most 
important vehicle of vertical mobility in society" and as "the most powerful 
means by which persons rise from class to class, from poverty to a more effec. 
tive control of one's existence, from lack of opportunity for self-expression 
to personal self-fulfillment". 


Father Verghese said that the Divisional Committee will study the entire 
question of the churches! responsibility in this area and make recommendations 
for action at a later session of the Central Committee. 


Father Verghese reviewed the work of the Division which includes four 
different programmes: laity; youth; cooperation of men and women in: church, 
family, and society; and the Ecumenical Institute and Graduate School located 
at Bossey, near Geneva. He described their task as being of "service to the 
churches in building up the Body of Christ and of nurturing and equipping 
Christians for their common worship of God as the Royal Priesthood for the 
whole creation, and for their common Apostolate of Evangelism and loving self- 
Sacrifice in service to the world", EPS, Geneva 


JOINT ACTION FOR MISSION URGED BEFORE WORLD COUNCIL 


(Paris) - Great new opportunities exist for missionary advance but the churches 
seem unable to accept the new demands, a missionary leader told the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches here. 


Bishop J.E. Lesslie Newbigin, Geneva, director of the Council's Division 
of World Mission and Evangelism, addressed a series of searching questions to 
the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox church leaders. 


Why is the missionary advance of the Church so slow? 
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Why are the missionary forces of the Church apparently so immobile, 
so completely exhausted by the effort to remain where they are? 


Why is it that missionaries sent out by the churches which belong 
to the World Council of Churches are a decreasing proportion of 
the total force? 


Why is it that missionary has become a "bad word" in many i 
Christian circles? 


And finally, why is it that "among the best and most devoted of 
NMC Sf 

young people in our churches" one hears it said, "Anything, 

anywhere, as long as it is not a missionary"? 


Bishop Newbigin, for many years a missionary to India and a bishop of 
the Church of South India, acknowledged that there had been too much reluctanc 
to admit that the ern of history in which modern missions achieved its great 
triumph was ended. 


Because of "too much clinging to ideas and ways of working which had .. 
pecome irrelevant", the word "missions" has come to have a "faintly musty 
smell", the bishop admitted. © 


He urged that the churches be helped to see their missionary task as 4 
joint one. "We have to help them to face the fact that the mission field is 
not in three continents but in six. We have to help free the missionary 
movement of its remaining associations with the colonial period. 


"We have to show that a true congregation of God is at the same time part 
of God's mission to its neighbourhood and part of God's mission to the ends of 


“the earth," he said. 


He added that there are "still some péople" who are "surprised when one 
speaks of the missionary responsibility of African Christians for the uncon- 
verted pagans.of Hurope". - | 


In urging the World Council of Churches to help deepen in all its member 
churches "that missionary passion", Bishop Newbigin reminded his hearers that 
both the missionary movement and the Council exist "because of the faithfulnes 


of millions of believers who give and pray for the conversion of the world. 


"Tf we fail to understand tne new, missions will become merely the 
ineffective survival of the piety of a previous age. If we fail to understand 
the old, our plans for the future may turn out to be cheques drawn on an 
empty bank account." . | EPS, Geneva 


WCC RAISED $8,000,000 IN 1961 FOR NEEDY PEOPLE 


(Paris) - A total of $8,056,000 was raised last year for needy people by the 
World Council of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World — 
Service, the director, Dr. Leslie E. Cooke, renorted to the policy making 
Central Committee at its meeting here. 


. Dr. Cooke said that projects and emergency appeals presented by the 


Division last year attracted $3,550,000. The Divisional Service programme 


was supported with $1,056,000. The mnon-church support received through its 
Service to Refugees because of the work it undertook amounted to $3,450,000. 


Dr. Cooke noted that these figures take no account of the value of the 
help from the churches in material aid or of the money sent direct by the 
churches and their national agencies to projects which do not appear in the 
Division's list. 
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The director said that during 1962 the Division had appealed to the 197 
member churches of the World Council for $1, AO 000 to finance one year's 
projects to help the people of Algeria, and 600, 000 to help refugees in 
Ruanda-Urundi and the neighbouring areas of eee: Tanganyika, and Kivu. | 


For the Ruanda-Urundi appeal, Dr. Cooke said, some $75,000 has already 


been received, and for the Algeria appeal some $586,000 in cash and $67,500 
for material aid. 


His report made these points: 


- The Division's Refugee Service last year resettled about 12,000 
refugees, and a similar total is expected for 19623 


- The 2,000th ecumenical scholarship was awarded during 1961. 
Currently, 150 scholarships have been granted, mostly for 
theological studies, but 25 for other fields. Highty-five of 
these scholars are from the West. Forty-eight of the remaining 
65 are from Africa. 


- A recent development, "Specialized Assistance to Social Projects", 
will raise a budget of $100,000 a year for three years so that 
experts may advise about special projects in areas of rapid 


social change. . HPS, Geneva 


MORE FLEXIBLE MINISTRY NEEDED 


(Paris) - The restriction of the ministry of the Church to a full-time paid 
professional group is hampering the witness of Christianity, the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches heard here. . 


\ report presented by the Division of World Mission and Evangelism said 
that in modern society and unevangelized areas where the Church must ‘move 
swiftly, a variety of new forms of ministry is needed. 


It mentioned several modifications of the traditional ministry. In 
Hong Kong a group of men in the Anglican Church have been ordained as an 
auxiliary ministry but have remained in their secular vocations. 


"In the area where they work, the number of village congregations has 
quadrupled in a period of twelve years," the report stated. "This rapid 
growth would have been impossible Le it had depended upon the Poneane of 
additional paid workers. 


"The Church was constituted as a community sent into the world to con- 
tinue Christ's work of reconciling men to the Father," the paper pointed out. 
"There have been periods when Christians have forgotten this. They have 
regarded the Church as a fixed institution rather than a mobile expedition. 


"At the centre of their thinking about the Church there has been the 
picture of a building rather than a company moving out into the world." 


This static thinking about the Shurch is being challenged, the committee 
was told. The challenge comes from Asia and Africa."where Christians have 
been confronted with the enormous task of bringing the knowledge of Christ 
to hundreds of millions who have never heard of Him", 


The study, a result.of several consultations and surveys, was conducted 
by the Rev. Dr. Wilfred Scopes, Division of World Mission and Evangelism, New 
York. The paper presented here came out of a conference held earlier this 
year at Arnoldshain, Germany. The proposals do not imply there is no longer 
a need for a full-time professional ministry nor that the training of the 
ministry is unimportant, the Committee was told. BPS, Geneva 
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CITY OF PARIS HONOURS WORLD COUNCIL LEADERS 


(Paris) - The grand silver medal of the City of Paris was presented to the 
officers and general secretary of the World Council of Churches in a ceremony 
at the historic Hétel de Ville on August 9. 


The president of the municipal council, M. Pierre-Christian Taittinger, 
made the presentation at a reception for members of the Central Committee 
which is holding its annual meeting here. Archbishop Iakovos of the Greek 
Archdiocese of North and South America responded on behalf of the recipients. 


The archbishop; Mr. Charles C. Parlin, Methodist layman and New York 
lawyer; and Dr. Martin Nieméller, Germany, president of the Church of Hesse- 
Nassau, are the three World Council presidents attending the Paris meeting. 


They were honoured along with the chairman of the Central Committee, 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran’Church in Americas; Dr. 
Ernest A. Payne, vice-chairman of the Central Committee and general secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland; and Dr. W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, Geneva.. EPS, Geneva 


PARIS STUDENT CENTRE HELPED BY OVERSEAS AID 


(Paris) - Beneath the arm of a builder's towering crane close to the campus 

of Paris's University City here Sunday (August 12), a simple drawing of a ship 
with a cross for its sails was unveiled by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman 

of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


The drawing, which is the World Council's ecumenical symbol, has been 
cut into one of the concrete pillars on the ground floor of what is to be the 
Protestant Centre for the 100,000 students from 70 different countries attend- 
ing courses in the University of Paris. 


This seven-storey building, with its basement and sub-basement, is 
expected to be completed next June at a cost of $357,000. Towards this sum, 
churches in the USA and Great Britain have already contributed, through the 
WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, $67,000 - 
two-thirds of what they have been invited to subscribe. EPS, Geneva 


PRESIDENT NASSER PRATS@S WCC'S WORK FOR REFUGEES 


(Paris) - President Nasser has expressed appreciation of what the World Council 
of Churches is doing for needy people, Father Makary el Souriany, of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt, has told a group of churchmen attending the 
wCC's Central Committee now in session here. 


Father Makary is a member of the Central Committee's section which is 
considering the work done by the World Council's Division of Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. 


He said the Coptic Orthodox Church was recently offered clothing and food 
by the WCC in Geneva. 


The Coptic Church consulted the Egyptian government whether it would be 
in order to accept this offer. President Nasser gave his approval and a memo-~ 
randum was sent by the vice-president and Minister of the Treasury explaining 
the government's attitude. 
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This memorandum praised the WCC's "continuous services to humanity" by 
offering aid to refugees generally, and to the Arab refugees Specifically. 
It instanced the World Council's "honourable stand" during the Suez crisis and 
mentioned the material and monetary aid offered to the victims of Port Said. 


The offer from the WCC of food and clothing would, the memorandum added, 
"help to alleviate the burden of life for the needy among the citizens of the 
nation", 


President Nasser has officially decreed that the material aid sent by 
Geneva to the Coptic Orthodox Church is to be admitted to ligypt free from 
customs duties and related taxes. EPS, Geneva 


DR. PAUL DEVANANDAN, PROMINENT INDIAN CHRISTIAN, DIES 


(Bangalore) - Dr. Paul D. Devanandan, 61, director of the Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society, Bangalore, India, died on August 10. 
He was attending a conference at Dehra Dun, North India, when stricken by a 
heart attack. 


Dr. Devanandan had played an important role in the theological and evan- 
gelistic studies of the World Council of Churches from its inception. He was 
one of the main speakers at its Third Assembly held in New Delhi in 1961. 


After obtaining his doctorate in Christian Theology and the study of 
Hinduism at Yale University, he taught for several years at the United Theo- 
logical College, Bangalore. For a brief period he served the Council of 
YMCAs in India as the director of their Department of Literature. He was a 
founder of the Christian Institute for the Study of Religion and Society 
which came into being in 1957. As its director, he initiated a dialogue with 
leaders of Hindu and secular thought in India. He had also taught at the 
Selly Oak College, Birmingham, and at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 
He was scheduled to spend a year on the teaching staff of the International 
Christian University, Tokyo. EPS, Geneva 
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WCC TO SEND OBSERVERS TO SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Paris) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has voted to 
send "one or two" observers to the Second Vatican Council which opens in Rome 
on October ll. 


The policy-making Committee took the action in response to an invitation 
received in July from the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity. The 100-member Committee represents 201 Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox churches in more than 80 countries. 


The Committee named as one of the WCC's observers Dr. Lukas Vischer, 
research secretary of the World Council's Department of Faith and Order. 
Another person is expected to be chosen later. 


Dr. Vischer, who is 45, is Swiss and an ordained minister of the Swiss 
Reformed Church. He was born in Basel and received his Ph.D. degree in early 
church history from the University of Basel. Before joining the World Council 
staff in August, 1961, he was pastor for eight years of a church in the town 
of Herblinzen, near Schaffhausen, Switzerland. During the 1958-59 academic 
year he was a tutor at the World Council's Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
near Geneva. He is a member of the ecumenical commission of the Swiss Prot- 
estant Church Federation, and the author of several books including "A History 
of Confirmation", an exegesis of First Corinthians, and a study of, St. Basil. 
He is married and the father of four children. 


The Central Committee voted to accept the Vatican invitation on the 
recommendation of a Policy Reference Committee. The recommendation stated 
that. "it is understood that: 
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- the purpose of sending observers is to have direct information 
about the work of the Vatican Council which will deal with a ' 
number of questions which have a bearing on the relationships 
between the churches and on Christian unity in general; 


- that the observers will have no authority to speak officially 
for the WCC or its member churches nor to engage in any nego- 
tiation on their behalf; but may give informal explanations 
concerning the position of the WCC as expressed in decisions 
of the Assembly or the Central Committee; 


- that during the meeting of the Council the observers will 
report through the officers of the WCC." EPS, Geneva 


WCC ASKS GHANA TO RECONSIDER EXPULSION ORDER 


(Paris), -. The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has called 
upon the government of Ghana to re-consider its decision to expel the Rt. Rev. 
Richard, Roseveare, Anglican Bishop of Accra, and to withdraw the visiting 
permit of, the, Most Rev. Cecil Patterson, Anglican Archbishop of the. Province 
of West. Africa. i 


The Committee made the request in a resolution passed without dissenting 
vote in which it expressed "deep regret" over the Ghana government's action. 


The Committee declared that: "It reaffirms the belief that the true well- 
being of a people requires liberty to call public attention to matters affect- 
ing the common good and especially that those who hold pastoral office in the 
Church have the right and the duty to express a responsible judgement im~ ~~ 
matters of religious faith affecting the life of society." . rH 


Bishop Roseveare and Archbishop Patterson were expelled by the Ghana — 
government on August 13. According to press reports both have been critical 
of what they had alleged was state interference in church affairs, and they 
were said to be particularly outspoken against the Ghana Young Pioneers, a 
youth movement of Ghanaian president Kwame Nkrumah's party which Bishop 
Roseveare described as "godless". 


TIn.a second resolution the Committee "assure(s) the churches of Ghana, 
and especially the Anglican Church in Ghana, of their prayers that God may>™ 
give them grace to bear faithful witness to Christ as they share in and give 

continuing service to the building up and development of their country". 


The action came after the liveliest and lengthiest debate in the ten-day ~ 


meeting of the Central Committee. | | 


During the debate a substitute motion was presented by Methodist Bishop 
Sante U. Barbieri of Argentina, which would have instructed the Commission 
of ‘the Churches on International Affairs, a WCC agency, to study the matter 

and if it judged it proper then to ask the Ghana government to reconsider its 
decision. ; : 


This motion, which was supported by Archbishop Nikodim of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, was defeated by a vate of 40 to, 1A, 


~The motion had originally been introduced for action in an.éarlier - 
session,, -. put action was deferred because the Committee wished 
further information about the events before voting. 
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with the peoples of Ghana in the building up of a new society on the principles 


justice". 


The session in.which the resolution was adopted opened with vigorous 
support of the resolution by three prominent African church leaders. The Rev. 
H. HE. Mahabane, Methodist, of South Africa, moved the motion. Dr. Donald @G. 
S. M'Timkulu, of Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia, secretary of the All Africa Church 
Conference, spoke of the Support the African churches look for from the ecu- 
menical movement, particularly in times of difficulties. 


The longest intervention was made by Dr. Christian Baeta of the Presby- 
terian Church of Ghana, and the only Ghanaian member of the Committee present. 
Urging passage of the resolution, Dr. Baeta told the Committee that having 
heard about the Ghana government's action "we can't just go away and say noth- 
ing". Christians in Ghana, he added, "are bound to be very surprised if we 
are silent", 


. Dr. Baeta told the Committee that "many things have happened in Chana in 
which the Church can rejoice, but there are things we do not like so well". 
He said "the question of the Chana Young Pioneers has been under discussion 
(by the churches) for some time", He said that youth in the movement recite 
certain phrases such as "Nkrumah never dies" and "Nkrumah is the Messiah" and 
that this has "createdi certain uneasiness". 


But, he said, leaders of the youth movement explain that by this is meant 
that Prime Minister Nkrumah "is saving Africa from its suffering and ‘that 
what he has done will live on". 


As church people become more uneasy, he said, church leaders felt they 
had to take action. He reported that the leaders of the Anglican, Methodist, 
and Presbyterian churches in Ghana recently had addressed a letter to the 
government, but that at the time he left Ghana no answer had been received. 


He declared that the Central Committee could not "sidestep the issue" 
because of what might happen as a result of its action. 


"We cannot duck this issue. The real question", he declared, "is that 
aman has done his pastoral duty and has been expelled. Do we take notice of 
it or not?" 


Later, in reply to a question from the floor, Dr. Baeta said that this 
question was the only point of conflict between the churches and the government. 


Dr. Baeta's long address was greeted with vigorous applause. 


Several Committee members. spoke against the resolution. 


Bishop Tibor Bartha of the Hungarian Reformed Church told the Committees: 
"I think we are not in a position at the present to judge everything". He 
asked the Central Committee to request its Executive Committee to study the 
matter and report at its next meeting, which is scheduled in February, 1963. 


Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy of the Russian Orthodox Church declared that 
"if these bishops suffered as a result of preaching the word of God, our duty 
is clear and we must support them". But he cautioned, "we must be quite clear 
in defining personal and religious liberty". 


He said that churches in new countries will be successful "only when they 
completely submerge themselves in the spirit of the country to such an extent 
that they share all that is good and all that is bad. ‘But it is quite clear 
in all this they must be true Christian witnesses". 


Archpriest Borovoy suggested that words be added to the original resolu- 
tion which would have asked the churches of Ghana to give "complete cooperation 


of complete national independence and state sovereignty, liberty and social 
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Father Makary El Souriany of Egypt suggested an amendment to the second 
resolution. It emphasized that Central Committee members should pray that 
"God may give them (the churches) grace to bear their faithful witness to 
Christ as they share in and give continuing service to the building up. and 
development of their country". This was passed. 


The complete text of the two resolutions follows: 


1. The Central Committee has heard with deep regret of the expulsion 
from Ghana of the Bishop of Accra and the withdrawal of the visiting permit 
of the Archbishop of the Church of the Province of West Africa, a member 
church of the World Council of Churches. It re-affirms the belief that the 
true well-being of a people requires liberty to call public attention to 
matters affecting the common good and especially that those who hold pastoral 
office in the Church have the right and duty to express a responsible judge- 
ment in matters of religious faith affecting the life of society. It respect- 
fully requests the government of Ghana that the decision respecting the two 
Bishops may be reconsidered. 


2, The members of the Central Committee assure the churches of Ghana, 
and especially the Anglican Church in Ghana, of their prayers that God may 
give them grace to bear faithful witness to Christ as they share in and give 
continuing service to the building up and development of their country. 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT JOINT MISSIONARY EFFORTS 


(Paris) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has given its 
support to plans for joint action in mission throughout the world. 


Tt called on its member churches to heed proposals made in a statement 
of the Committee on the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. (See 
document appended). 


The statement declared: "ive are convinced that God is ereating new oppor- 
tunities in ovr time for missionary advance. 


"There is much open and concealed defeatism in the churches about the . 
work of missions and the closing of doors". But "'sot-backs and disasters can J 
by faith become the occasion for triumphant witness". 


Among the suggestions for joint action in mission are: 


- The development of projects of "ecumenical aid to missionary 
advance in situations of particular promise and significance", 
and provision of resources and "dedicated men and women for 
pilot projects". 


a 


~ A sustained effort to create an understanding of the missionary 
task as it is today "tin new terms relevant to our time", 


~ The enlistment of the cooperation of Christians everywhere in 
prayer for the evangelisation of the world. 


“The statement also made mention of Christian witness among the Jewish 
people but added "with shame'"' that so long as they continue to suffer "at thes 
hands of Christians open injustice or subtle discrimination" the first obligas 
tion of Christians will be a "firm, persistent and courageous fight" against 
anti-semitism and identification with its victims. 
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Prof. Basil Ionnides of the University of Athens, Greece, warned that 
"joint action for mission" must not be Protestant only in its orientation. :» 
The Orthodox theologian stressed the fundamental difference between Protestant- 
ism and Orthodoxy and asked for better understanding. | 


An African church leader, the Rev. Jean Kotto of Cameroun, expressed. 
the hope that the plans for interconfessional action would actually reach 
missionaries on the field who sometimes still think in-terms of "our pagans", 


| Dr. Christian Baeta, Presbyterian, Ghana, expressed the hope that the. 

| new cooperation would not mean a loss of the personal contact between individ- 

| ‘uals and churches in the former "sending" and "reveiving™ aread, Ail "vestiges 
of colonialism" and "remote control by mission boards" must go but "we must 
redouble efforts" at personal contacts between older and younger churches, he 


said. 
Theological Education Fund 


The Committee heard of the work of the $4,000,000 Theological Education 
Fund established in DOK RT teen major grants were made in the years 1959-61 
to theological colleges in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Pacvric. 


Dr. Nathan Pusey, president of Harvard University, a member of the advis- 
ory committee for the fund, praised its accomplishments. He Suggested that 
future efforts be directed toward "genuinely new" ways of theological educa- 
tion which will make it come alive for particular places and cultures. 


The Committee suggested that in the future the Theological Bducation Fund 
turn its attention to a number of diverse creative developments in theological 
education, particularly in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. It suggested 
research into the difficulty in recruiting candidates for the ministry, empha- 
Sis in curricula on equipping ministers to train the laity for effective 
Christian witness, and advisory staff help in seminaries. 


In the period ahead rather than making large grants to a small number of 
institutions, the fund will be concentrated upn improving curricula and attract- 
ing better students and teachers in many different schools. 


The Committee expressed gratitude to Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., who 
made the initial grant of two million dollars and the eight mission boards 
which matched that sum. 


In other actions the Committee was asked to: 


- Welcome proposals for the first full meeting of the Commission 
on World Mission and Evangelism in Mexico City, December 8 ~ 20, 


1963. 


- Authorize the division to continue to explore a more flexible 
form of the ministry which might make use of persons who’ 
continue to engage in secular professions. 


- Encourage the division to develop means of "calling training 
and helping lay men and women to undertake secular service 
abroad," 


- Urge the churches to support centres for the study of non- 
Christian religions "in their social context" as it relates . 
- to evangelism. EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHMEN URGE EXPANSION OF SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME 


(Paris) - After a thorough review of the work of its Division of Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee, and World Service, the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting heré, called for a big expansion of its scholarship programme 
especially for students in Africa. . 


Currently, the scholarship programme provides places for 150 students 
every year. During the last 15 years upwards of 2,000 students have benefited. 


wo years ago the scheme was extended to include non- theological scholar- 
ships. These have been awarded this year to 23 students. 


The discussion was opened by a report from the sub-committee of the 
Central Committee which has been studying the on-going work of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 


This report welcomed the news it had received that a project is to be 
presented to the Division next November which would provide an additional 50 
scholarships a year over a five-year period. 


"This committee", the report said, "has no hesitation in asking the 
Central Committee to give its direct encouragement to an exploration. of the .. 
project being made in close consultation with the Division of World Mission 
and Evangelism". sy 3 


It was suggested that some of the questions which should be studied | 
during this exploration ought to includes 


2. Should the scholarship holder stay within his own confession 
-- and thus be rooted more firmly in a local congregation? © 


2, What is the right balance between the development of institu- 
tions of higher learning within territories, and the provision 
of scholarships for training outside them? 


3.° What provision should be made for leadership training in the | 
different continents? 


During the discussion of the report, Dr. Kathleen Bliss (Anglican, UK) 
called attention to the needs of humble teachers, pastors, and evangelists 
who wished to take up re-training. She also urged that ways should be found 
of bridging the gap between the training which those of high technological 
competence received and the education they were given in religious under- 
standing.. | . . EPS, Geneva 


WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE CONCLUDES 1962 PARIS MEBTING 


(Paris) - Theologians were cautioned not to speak in language that "ordinary 
Christians" cannot understand. The warning came from several members of the 
policy-making Central Committee of the World Council of Churches as it ended 
its ten-day annual meeting here August V64 


The Committee members gave careful attention to a major study on "The 
Finality of Jesus Christ in an Age of Universal History". 


"Tf you want to say something, say it in plain language. If you cannot, 
then go back and think about it some more", Mr. John Lawrence, London, an 
Anglican layman and editor of the British magazine Frontier, stated frankly. 
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While admitting that there was a place for some technical vocabulary, 
Mr. Lawrence cautioned that if the theologians produce something they "want 
to break loose into the world" it must be expressed in plain language the 
world understands. 


Dr. Christian Baeta of Ghana, a Presbyterian, said that if the answer to 
the question "why do we say that Jesus Christ is the final word, the ultimate 
reality" is given only "by professors for professors it might be better not 
to undertake the study at all". The African Christian leader said the purpose 
of the study should be "to help people to be more faithful". 


Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, a Greek Orthodox theologian from Athens Univer- 
Sity, said the theme could best be made explicit by "real Christians who show 
in their lives a full expression of the teachings of Christ". 


The churchmen from all parts of the world met at the Oité Universitaire 
August 7-16.° During their sessions the policy-making group agreed to accept 
seven new churches into their membership, including five in the USSR. dips bigs ed 
brings to 201 the Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox churches in the Council's 
membership, » . ee 


They also voted to accept an invitation to send observers to the Second -: 
Vatican Council to begin in Rome in October but stressed they would not in 
any way be official spokesmen or negotiators for the Council. One observer, |: 
Dr. Lukas. Vischer, a 35-year-old theologian on the staff of the World-Council 
in Geneva, Switzerland, was named. Another will be appointed later, eae 


The churchmen from East and West in an earlier session called upon govern- 


ments to be ready to/break the impasse in disarmament negotiations. 
take risks to 


In other actions the Committee: 


- agreed to raise the level of its general budget to $755,000 
in 1963; 7 


- authorized its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and 
World Service to raise funds totaling $1,359,800 for its 
Service programme for 1963; 


- accepted an invitation to hold its 1963 session on the 
campus of Colgate-Rochester Divinity School, a Baptist 
institution in Rochester, New York. Dates were set for ' 
August 26 - September 3; 


- heard plans for a World Study Conference on Faith and 
Order to be held in Montreal, Canada, July 12-26, 1963; 


- Supported plans for joint missionary action on all 
continents. — EPS, Geneva 


OTE TO EPS READERS: 
Eeumenical Press Service will not be issued on August 24, 


The next edition will be issued on Friday, August 31. 


oe 


No. 30 - 21st August, 1962 8 
DOCUMENT 


STATEMENT OF THE DIVISIONAL COMMITTEE 
OF THE DIVISION OF WORLD MISSION AND EVANGELISM OF THE WCC 


(Received by the Central Committee and 
transmitted to the Churches) 


ee At this first meeting of the Committee of the DWME we have been led to 
certain common convictions which we want to share as widely as possible and 
which we therefore communicate to all our affiliated Councils and to the 
Central Committee. 


Ze We believe that we are at a moment pregnant with new possibilities for 
the world mission of the Church. In the first place the integration of the 
two world councils has brought us to a place where we can listen together to 
what God is saying to the churches, can speak to the churches about their 
missionary calling, and can perhaps - if God wills - mobilize the resources of 
the churches in a new way for their task. Already in this first meeting we 
are béginning to see things in a perspective different from that of either er 
the two former world councils. In the second place, we are aware in many of 
our countries of a deepening sense of man's need of that which no technical - 
assistance can supply, of man's poverty in the midst of affluence, of man's 
hunger for the living God. We have heard many evidences of the fact that - 
far beyond the boundaries of the churches - there is a reverence for Jesus. 
Christ and a desire to honour and follow hin. 


And in the third place we are convinced that God is creating new oppor- 
tunities in our time for missionary advance. There is much open and concealed 
defeatism in the churches about the work of missions and much talk about the 
closing of doors. We believe that this springs from a failure of discernment. 
God, who’rules over all things uses what men often call disasters to shake his } 
people out of their false security and open to them new doors for that "hope 
in action" which is evangelism. There are many contemporary illustrations of @ 
this fact that set-backs and disasters can by faith become the occasion for 
triumphant witness. The devastation of the Bamileke country by war has been | 
made the occasion for a new movement of evangelism. The strife in the Congo : 
has been made, in some places, the opportunity for the strengthening of the | 
Church. The dispersion of Christians in the process of rapid national develop- 
ment which in some places has been described as bringing more pastoral burdens, 
has in other places been welcomed as the creating of new missionary opportuniti 

' 


3. But we are apparently not ready for these opportunities. The missionary 
movement shows too little sign of moving. The causes of this immobility are 
no doubt varied and complex. Among them are: 


i) the fact that we have inherited a structure based upon the recent 
period of human history in which Christian missions were conducted 
exclusively by the peoples of the "western" world. That period has 
ended, but many of our structures have remained unchanged. 


ii) the fact that we have not yet learned to see the missionary task as 
one common task for the whole people of God, in which the need of 
every part is to be the concern of all. Consequently resources have 
not been available swiftly enough at the point where they were 
needed. 
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Lit) the fact that too many Christians regard the Church as a source of 
privilege for themselves rather than as a place of responsibility 
for the neighbour, in whose service Christ is to be served. Conse- 
quently congregations have become self-centred and have even made it 
plain that converts were not welcome. 


A In our discussions here we have seen that we have much to learn from the 
work of Inter-Church Aid. We welcome the growing volume of help ~- both finan- 
cial and personal -~ which is now coming in to strengthen and supplement the 
work which has been done by missionary agencies. And we realize that we have 
much to learn from the pattern of ecumenical sharing of resources which the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has developed. We 
believe that we have to find comparable ways of mobilizing the full resources 
of the churches for swift and effective response to the new openings for 
missionary advance which God is giving us. 


It is true that there are very fundamental differences between - for 
instance - common action to help the vintims 4f the Chilean earthquake . and 
common action to meet the spiritual needs of. the Indian intellectuals. Money, 
food and blankets can be stored, collected and transmitted at the speeds that 
radio and airplane make possible. The other kind of need may call for the life- 
time commitment of a few rare and dedicated men and women. Yet the undoubted 
difference does not destroy the relevance of the analogy. ICA could not work 
if there were not people ready to respond with costly personal service to the 
call of need. And such situations as those of the Indian intelligentsia, the 
newly-developing populations of the African cities, the unevangelized regions 
of Asia and Africa - to say nothing of the great worlds of literature, radio 
and television - do call for the kind of mobilization of total ecumenical 
resources which ICA has sought to encourage. 


It is also true that in any such discussion the problem of confessional 
differences has to be faced. It would be dishonest to treat it lightly. Yet 
this question must also be asked: "If God has brought us to the point where 
we are willing to share materialreources without regard to confessional 
differences, may it not be that it is He who now brings us to the point where 
we have to recognize that we can only fulfil in our day the missionary calling 
which He has given us if we learn to bring our traditions under obedience to 
that Word of God which is to be preached among the nations, and therefore to 
act together in mission?" 


oe Such joint action for mission must have as one essential element an 

honest and critical appraisal of what we are already doing. We shall not find 
ways to do the new things which ought to be done, if we are not ready also to 
stop doing the things which are no more the essential things for making Christ 
known to men. We believe therefore that the consultations which are being 
planned in accordance with the "Joint Action for Mission" programme are the 
essential starting point for any new recovery of mobilityt: in mission. -We 
have heard with great appreciation of the plans made by the Hast Asia Christian 
Conference for "Situation Conferences" in Asia, and.of the questions which are 
being put to the churches as part of the preparation for them. 


6. We suggest that the staff of the Division, building upon the programme 
of "Joint Action for Mission", should move as circumstances permit along the 
following lines: 
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a) The careful development of one or two projects of ecumenical aid to 
missionary advance in situations of particular promise and signifi- 
cance. The Urban Africa programme, the Islam in Africa programme, 

and the proposed survey in West Africa, are examples of the kind of 
development we have in mind. We hope that in due course the churches 
will be willing to find resources - above all in dedicated men and 
women - to follow where these pilot projects show the way. | 


pb) The encouragement by all appropriate means of a new understanding in 
the churches of the missionary task as it is today. This is a vast 
undertaking. An important beginning has been made in articulating 
this understanding through the Study on the Word of God and the 
Church's missionary obedience, and other work of the Department of 
Missionary. Studies. We have suggested some further steps in our 
report on "Education for Mission and Evangelism". We hope that the 
resources of the World Council of Churches and especially of its 
Department of Information may help to make possible a sustained 
effort of interpretation so that Christians everywhere may grasp, in 
the new terms relevant to our time, the nature and magnitude of *1e | 
missionary calling of the Church. 


cession for the evangelization of the world. To this end we suggest 
that means should be found of making known - as a matter for prayer - 
significant needs and opportunities for missionary advance in any 

part of the world. This is one point at which the present limits of 
confessional and denominational interest can and should be transcended 


c) The enlistment of the co-operation of Christians everywhere in inter- | 


Te One of the new features of our situation after integration is that the 
churches! concern for Christian witness among the Jewish people is brought int 
the centre of the work of the Division of World Mission and Evangelism. We 
are grateful for this fact, believing that the faithfulness with which Chris- 
tians are able to commend the Lord Jesus Christ to their Jewish friends and 
neighbours is in some respects a test of the integrity of their understanding 
of mission. But we are also compelled to add with shame, that so long as the 
Jewish people continue to suffer as they do, at the hands of Christians, open 
injustice or subtle discrimination, the first obligation of Christians in this 
matter will be a firm, persistent and courageous fight against the many forms 
of anti-semitism, and a readiness to identify ourselves with those who suffer 
from such injustice. 3 


-B. We have spoken of the new perspectives which have been opened to. us even 
in this first meeting after the integration of the two Councils. We. believe 
it to be very important that, for the sake of a truer understanding of our 
task, there should be serious reflection on the implications of integration 
for the relations between churches and missions in each country. We welcome 
the fact that fruitful discussion on this issue is going on in several Europea 
countries, and we ask the staff to keep in touch with them. 


9. We welcome the increasingly close co-operation between this division and 
the DICARWS. We recognize that the future structure of co-operation is by no 
means clear and that much thinking has yet to be done, but we would encourage 
the staff to develop as far as possible the practice of joint discussion of 
projects coming to either division for help. : 
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10. We are impressed by the urgency of the time in which we live. We believe 
that it is God who has brought us to the point where old structures are 
threatened and we are compelled to seek new ways in which the missionary call- 
ing of the Church can be fulfilled by all the churches together. He gives us 
time to act, but not an infinity of time. Our meeting here has led us to a 
common conviction that God is calling us today to act together in the mission. 
He has given us, first locally, and then by mobilizing the resources of the 
world-wide family of churches for the world-wide task. 


Half of this world is hungry, and we are learning to share our bread not 
just with our neighbours but across the world. There is a hunger from which 
| no part of the world is free, and there is no bread that can satisfy that 
hunger except Jesus Christ. We have now to learn - as one family - how to 
| share the living bread with all men who will receive it. 


* * * 
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BAST AFRICAN CHURCHES CITE AREAS OF AGREEMENT 


(Limuru, Kenya) - Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Moravian, and Presbyterian 
representatives of churches in three Bast African territories declared here 
(that their joint discussions have revealed "large areas of theological unity" 
and will be: continued. 


An eight-point statement issued at the conclusion of a Six-day conference 
pn "The Quest for Christian Unity" affirmed that "our common purposeis. to epnbinue 
pur quest for one Christian church in Fast Airica!, 


Churches represented at the meeting were the Anglican Church of the Pro- 
Wance of Hast Africa, the Lutheran Churches of Tanganyika, the Methodist 
Phurch in Kenya, the Moravian Provinces in Tanganyika, and the Presbyterian 
Phurch in East Africa. 


a Observers from the Anglican Church of the Province of Uganda and the 
ennonite Church in Tanganyika also were present and took part in the 
wiscussions. 


The conference approved plans for a working committee to continue discus- 
Kions and asked it to arrange for a similar meeting to be held next January 

Lt Makumira, Tanganyika, to discuss deeper theological subjects. The Rt. Rev. 
IR. Moshi, head of the Lutheran Church in Northern Tanganyika, was named 
Ommittee chairman. ae 
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The working committee supplants two groups that have been conducting 
Christian unity conversations, a Kenya steering committee that initiated plans 
for the Limvru conference and a Tanganyika committee that had been meeting 
under the chairmanship of Bishop Bengt Sundkler, head of the Evangelical 
(Lutheran) Church of north-western Tanganyika. 


The conference statement said that the conference had shown that "large 
areas of theological unity do in fact exist, such as the acceptance of the 
authority of Scripture as the basis of all life and teaching of the Church, 
the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper, and the-:kApbostles! and.Nicene 
Creeds". The statement urged that the churches make available to each other 
Nolear statements of areas of apparent difference". EPS, Geneva 


SPIRITUALITY IN "RAST" AND "WEST" STUDIED 


(Geneva ) ~ Fifty-six Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic clergy 
and laymen have concluded a five-day conference here on the different approaches 
of their confessions to spiritual problems. The conference on "Hastern and 
yestern Spirituality" was held under auspices of the Ecumenical Institute of 

the World Council of Churches at nearby Bossey. : . 


About half. the participants came: from Nastern countries and about half 
from Western countries. In: all: some 33 Protestants and Anglicans, 15 Orthodox, 
and six Roman Catholics from 14-countries of Asia, Africa, Burope, and North 
America took part. | 


A communiqué issued at the conference's conclusion described its study 
as dealing with "the things by which Christians actually live in different 
situations in -daily life, -that is to-say with the resources and methods of 
Christian living". It added: 


We started a long way from each other, but quickly found ourselves:.com- 
ing closer to our common. centre. We believe that our meeting shows one of the 
ways in which many Christian confessions are overcoming the differences 
between peoples as well as the differences between various Christian traditions 


The communiqué paid tribute to the "welcome and highly significant contri-} 
bution! of the six Roman Catholic participants and urged that "similar meetings 
be held by regional groups in many countries". 


Dr. Nikos A. Nissiotis,. assistant director of the Institute and conference” 
chairman, in a concluding speech, noted that the conference marked the first 
time that so many Orthodox and Roman Catholics have met with Protestants and 
Anglicans to discuss the issue. He reminded the conference that "East" and 
"West" are political not Biblical terms, and that among Christians such 
distinctions are not valid. 


The fact that Christians must employ them, he said, speaks of our "spirit=- 
ual bankruptcy". He said churches in the East and West face the same problem 
they have always faced, namely the necessity for "all churches to speak the 
same Word and act accordingly". Cafe ie 


Dr. Nissiotis emphasized that the guestion of spirituality in the churches 
is "real" and "existential" and has validity for everyday Lied it 


He stressed that "Christians can prepare themselves for. mission and 
evangelism only if they are equipped in the one Church with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit" and that it is in the realm of spirituality that the churches 
must grow together if they are to overcome their division. 
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Speakers and Bible Study leaders were prominent theologians of the 
Protestant, Anglican, Orthodox, and Roman Catholic churches. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH YOUTH STRESS NEED FOR CHURCH UNITY 


(Leicester) - The necessity for church unity was stressed by the 1,200 dele- 
gates to the Third British Conference of Christian Youth in a concluding 
statement which was adopted with only a handful of dissident votes, 


The statement declared: "Ag our understanding of each other's traditions 
and worship has increased, our degire to see an urgent end to our divisions, 
and to attain the unity we know to be God's will has become intense,!! 


One of the highlights of the conference, which was sponsored by the 
British Council of Churches, was an open Anglican communion service in the 
bocal cathedral’, © ALT baptized delegates, no matter what their church affilia- 
tion, were invited by Dr. Ronald Williams, Bishop of Leicester, to attend the 
Service, 


This was the first open Anglican service ever to. be held in connection 


With an ecumenical youth conference in Britain. Bishop Williams was criticized 


for this action by the Churoh Union, ‘the Anglo-Catholic wing of the Church of 
Iingland, and br some secular newspapers. 


Referring to this service in their final statement, the young people 
said: "We ask that the blessing which unnistakeably attended the Service of 
Preparation and the Holy Communion at Leicester be recognized by our churches 
and by the British Council of Churches. We urge that for the future ways be 
sought to make possible an even more Open invitation. But we acknowledge the 
Seriousness and Sincerity of those who do not share this conviction, We 
remember that it was both with pain and joy that we found ourselves one in 
Christ in the Cathedral Church at Leicester." 


The delegates pledged themselves to "support and promote ecumenical 
action in our local communities and to play our part in breaking down the 
barriers of race and class wherever we encounter them", 


A report from the conference's worl:shop on church unity said that 
"organic union is not only desirable but necessary for our churches". ixpress- 
ing appreciation for the open communion service, the report said "worshipping 
together now is a prine necessity if we are ever to become one church in one 
place in the future", HPS, Geneva 


$864,000 IN THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION GRANTS 


(Arnoldshain, Germany) - Grants totaling cver $864,000 for the assistance of 
theological schools in Asia, Africa, and Latin America have been voted by the 
Theological Education Fund Committee of the World Council of Churches. 


Major beneficiaries of these grants include the Union Theological Seminary 
in Tokyo and the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, Funds were also voted 
for the initiation of new central theological schcols serving Ceylon, Northern 
Madagascar, and South-West Africa. 


Sie recently inaugurated Association of Evangelical Theological Schools in 
"Brazil was given major assistance in its tasic of correlating and improving the 
theological education offered by thirteen schools in that country. 


i The two Caribbean islands of Cuba and Jamaica received smaller sums to 
help special projects which have been planned for the improvement of their 
theological education. 
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An indication of future developments can be seen in the Committee grant 
of nearly $100,000 to Serampore University in India for scholarships to be 
used for the advanced training of theological teachers in five graduate school: 
in India. Heretofore those taking advanced degrees in order to become teacher: 
in theological schools have usually had to go to institutions in Hurope and 
the United States. By its action the Committee gave a stimulus to the use of 
an Asian country, India, as a centre for advanced theological studies. 

Another new development is indicated by the grant of a small sum for further 
education of ministers in the Tamil area of South India. 


The Committee heard reports on progress in the production of text-books 
for theological schools in many different languages. The Fund is already 
helping to finance programmes of text-book production in 15 languages and-at 
this meeting agreed to extend the prograime to six more languages. Plans 
were made for the sending of experts in library science to advise on the 
improvement of libraries in some areas of the world and scholarships were 
granted to a number of present and prospective teachers of theology for 
further studies. 


The Committee, which had originally been expected to complete its work 
1963, decided to continue its operations to 1965 and has received assur- 
ances of sufficient funds from ee bodies already supporting it, to make 
this continuation possible. Questions with regard to a possible continuation 
beyond 1965 and the type of furthe- programme which might then be appropriate 
were discussed but decision was referred to the Division of World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches which is conducting a study of 
the programme. EPS, Geneva 


ALLIANCE. CONSULTATION STUDIES NEEDS OF CHURCHES IN WEST APRICA 


ee a er ee eee reese 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) - The need for emerging nations to free themselves from out- 
dated patterns was stressed at the opening session here of a consultation on 
"The Mission of the Church in West Africa Today", sponsored by the World 
Presbyterian Alliance. 


The Rev. Jean Kotto, general secretary of the Evangelical Church of 
Cameroun, outlined’ a Shaded point programme of action to some 100 delegates 
of Reformed and epider wras Xie churches ee ae from the Cameroun, Congo, 
Gabon,, Ghana, Liberia, Nigeria, Rio Muni; and Togo. 


To rid themselves of patterns of the past, he said, the churches must. 
take action along three lines: 1) Show the Christian how he is to be’a 
missionary for his faith; 2) Study evangelistic methods directed towards the 
still numerous pagan tribes; and 3) Learn new methods in the education of 
the young, care of the sick, and the spread of Christian literature. 


He also emphasized the need for higher standards and improved conditions 
for the West African ministry and a rethinking of the missionary's relation- 
ship to young churches. 


Another speaker, Dr. H.B. Idowu oF the University College of Ibadan, in 
an analysis of the problems arising from the close association of missions 
with "colonial exploitation", urged that the churches "change their European 
complexion" and become truly African. He also called for a raising of the 
intellectual. standards of the ministry, an increase in the number of full-ti 
church workers, a re-study of the content and methods of on ondgslet Dy and a 
deepening of the spiritual life of the churches. 


The consultation was held here in connection with the regular meeting oO 
the 25-member Bxecutive Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
which was convenedidlowing the consultation. EPS, Genev 
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‘LITTLE HOPE SEEN FOR AUSTRALIAN PLAN TO ADOPT CHINESE REFUGEE CHILDREN 


(Perth) - West Australian church leaders who had petitioned government officials 
for permission to allow 100 Hong Kong refugee children to come into the 

country have been advised by the Immigration Minister that there is little 
chance of getting the approval of either the Hong Kong or Australian govern- 
ments for the scheme. (See EPS No. 26). 


. Immigration Minister, A.R. Downer, in a telegram to the church leaders 
said that Hong Kong authorities are arranging adoptions through well-to-do 
Chinese families already resident in Hong Kong and that where overseas adop- 
tion has taken place the majority of the children havebeen placed with 
Chinese families. 


The Immigration Minister also advised the church leaders that: ‘It is 
most unlikely there would be any relaxation of policy to allow admission of 
refugees, including orphans, into Australia even were such a propostion to be 
requested by the Hong Kong government." 


The church leaders said they intended to pursue the matter further. They 
hope to care for the children in church orphanage homes which are empty. 
; EPS, Geneva 


SEMINAR STUDIES MARRIAGE PROBLEMS IN JAPAN 


(Karuizawa, Japan) - Some 90 persons, including pastors and church leaders, 
married couples and single persons,attended the Second Seminar on Marriage © 
and Family Life held here by the National Christian Council of Japan. Co-— 
operating in the seminar were members of the Southern Baptist, Northern 
Baptist, Anglican, Korean Church in Japan, and United Church of Christ 
churches. 


Besides dealing with marriage problems which are familiar in all parts 
of the world, the conference studied problems stemming from traditional 
Japanese attitudes toward family life or from the rapidly changing nature of 
Japanese society. At the present time, the majority of marriages are oS 
"arranged marriages", and a fourth of the households are "extended families", 
encompassing several generations. 


_Junichiro Sako, literary critic who lectured on the family as: portrayed: 
in Japanese literature, pointed out that even the words used for husband, 
shujin, meaning also "master", and wife, tsuma, meaning "woman inside the 
house", show a lack of recognition of women as individuals. Other problems 
paramount in Japan include the tendeney to look for "ready-made" or "instant"! 
happiness in Marriage, early divorces, the lack of an integrating force in the 
lives of modern young people, and a "lag" between church or shrine marriage 
ceremonies and government registration which constitutes it as a legal ; 
marriage. . EPS, Geneva 
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MENNONITES PROGRESS IN USSR, DELEGATES TOLD 
(Kitchener, Ont.) - The Merinonite Church in Russia is growing in spite of 
difficulties, the denomination's European director said here. 


-In.a report. to the seventh Mennonite World Conference, the Rev. Peter J. 
Dyck said there are now some 45,000 Mennonites in Russia. This is about one- 
tenth of the church's total world-wide membership of 400,000. However, no. 
delegates from the Soviet Union were allowed to leave that country to attend 
the meeting here. 


SO Ee Ry ay aE 
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Even though persecution of church members in the USSR is not now as harsh. 
as it was during the Stalin regime, the government continues to harrass relig- 
ious groups, Mr. Dyck said. i 

Open evangelism is impossible, he said, but each church member is 
expected to have three to five people "to whom he tries through personal dia- 
logue to bring Christ and His Church. 


"The strength of the church, including the Mennonite Church, in the Soviet 
Union does not lie in its leadership or in its organization, but in the loyalty 
and persistent support of the laity", Mr. Dyck said. EPS, Geneva 


BRAZILIAN HIERARCHY GUIDES VOTERS 


(Rio de Janiero) - Brazil's hierarchy is alerting Roman Catholics against 
voting in the October 7 elections for any candidate who does not stand squarel 
committed to the preservation of Christian principles in the nation's social 
and economic life. 

This was disclosed here by Jaime Cardinal de Barros Camara, Archbishop 
of Rio de Janeiro, in a radio broadcast in which he outlined a new approach to 
the problem of guiding Catholic voters. The plan has been adopted by the 
Electoral Alliance for the Family formed recently under the hierarchy!s 
sponsorship. 

Cardinal de Barros Camara said the new group will not be swayed by mere: 
"election promises", but will scrutinize the political and private backgrounds — 
of all candidates, and set up a list of those considered "positively commend- 
able" to Catholic voters. ; a 


He said the same new procedure will be used by the Alliance in regard to 
political parties. 

"The Alliance", he explained, "will examine the programmes and platforms 
of the parties as well as their slates of candidates," All parties professing 
democratic rules will be considered acceptable, he said, without any specific 
preference being indicated, since the Catholic Church was not interested in 
partisan politics. . . BPS, Geneva 


oH LE UNS 
(New Delhi) - The Village Evangelism Campaign launched by the All-India Praye 
Fellowship, an interdenominational group, to place a Scripture portion anda 
tract in every home in India was started here in 1958 with fewer than 10 
Christian laymen. . | gale 

Now, four years later, the campaign has spread into every state in India 
and employes 15 full-time evangelists and 750 associate evangelists from 18 
church denominations. , 


INDIA PRAYER FELLOWSHIP CONTINUES TO GROW 


In 1961, according to a report just issued by Fellowship headquarters 
here, campaign evangelists distributed over 1,250,000 Bibles or portions of 
the Bible, and 2,500,000 tracts in 14 Indian languages arid English. 


During April, May, and June of this year the campaign sent 50 young men 
in 11 gospel teams into a number of states for concentrated work. The litera 
‘ture distribution:is followed up by Bible correspondence courses which are 
now available in English, Hindi, and Malayalam. The Fellowship has projected 
a ten-year programme ‘and is seeking 5,000 associate evangelists to work in it 

Pe ah ena 5 EPS, Gene 
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WESTERN CHRISTIANS URGED TO TRUST CHURCHES OF CHINA 
i Or CHINA 


(Bast Northfield, Mass.) - The churches of the West must never lose faith in 
the Christians of Communist China nor doubt the Sincerity of their commitment 
to Christ, a top US Methodist missions executive has told a major interdenonm- 
inational missionary conference here, 


The Chinese Christians, who have come through the refining fires of 
twelve years of persecution, isolation, and humiliation, have lessons to teach 
to the Christians of the West, the Rev. Dr. Tracey K. Jones, of New York, told 
300 persons.convened for the Northfield Conference on the Christian World 
Mission. Dr. Jones is the associate general secretary of the Division of 
World Missions of the Methodist Board of Missions (USA). 


Speaking on the US churches 1962-63 overseas mission study theme, "The 
Christian Mission on the Rim of East Asia", Dr. Jones said that with a popula- 
tion expected to reach one billion in 1980, China may wellhold the key to the 
world's future. 


"The Christians in the West may not agree with the Christians of China", 
Dr. Jones said, "but they must trust then. Neither can Western Christians 
have any doubts about the dedication of the Chinese churches to Christ. 


"There are no Christians left in China except those who are absolutely 
devoted to Christ. Twelve years of humiliation, persecution, isolation, and 
regimentation under the Communists have seen to that. The hangers-on and the 
So-called rice Christians are gone. Far from there being any advantages to 
being a Christian in China today, the disadvantages are many, and the hazards 
are severe. 


"Indeed, it is a miracle that the churches are alive in China at all. 
More miraculous still, they are beginning to grow again slowly after twelve 
years of decline." 


The Northfield Conference igs Sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches and by 11 denominations. EPS, Geneva 


WCC NAMES NEW ASTA SECRETARY 


(Geneva) ~ Dr. J. Harry Haines, a US Methodist who is an authority on Asia, 
has joined the staff of the World Council of Churches! Division of Inter- 
Church. Aid, Refugee, and World Service as secretary for Asia. 


Until the end of January, 1963, he will work in association with the 
Rev. Hallam C. Shorrock, the present secretary who will leave the WCC staff 
then to take up a post in Japan. 


Dr. Haines, 45, was born in New Zealand and is now a naturalized citizen 
of the USA. He is an ordained Methodist minister who served in China, 1941-47, 
and in Malaya, 1950-60. He was one of those responsible for the inaugural 
conference of the Hast Asia Christian Conference which met at Kuala Lumpur 
in 1959. His work on behalf of the KEACC has brought him into close associa~ 
tion with churchmen throughout Asia. 


During his scrvice in China he was director of the Methodist Church's 


youth work in Chungking, director of the student refugee programme, and district 


Superintendent and ficld treasurer of the Methodist Church. For a time he was 
-an instructor in the Chinese Air Force, and later, contract Chaplain in the 
US Army Air Force. 


Dr. Haines served two pastorates in Ipoh and Kuala Lumpur. From 1956 
until 1960 he was in charge of the Church World Service programme and was also 
chairman of the Malayan Christian Council New Village Committee. His wife, 
Loma Ruth Haines, was a Methodist missionary in Burma, China, and Malaya, 
1940- 62. EPS. Qanawa 
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AFRICAN STUDENTS SEEK INTER-RACIAL GROUP 


(Rhodes, South Africa) - The Rhodes University Students! Christian Association 
has decided to break away from the national SCA body and form a Christian 
fellowship based on non-racial grounds, reports the Natal Daily News: 


Seventy-five members of the 150-strong body voted overwhelmingly in 
favour of the break. 


The students said they believed that the division of the Students! Chris- 
tian Association into racial sections "conflicts with our faith as Christians 
and hinders Christian work and fellowship". 


Originally, the national association of the SCA was a multi-racial body- 
About ten years ago it splintered into five groups - English, Afrikaans, 
African, Coloured, and Indian. ; EPS, Geneva 


CUBAN REFUGEES "CORPS" WOULD AID LATIN AMERICA 


(New York) - Protestants, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics in the United States 
are cooperating in a new programme to recruit skilled Cuban refugees in the 
United States for technical assistance projects in Latin America. 


Under the plan doctors, teachers, architects, engineers, and other 
specialists who have fled Cuba would be enlisted in a voluntary "peace corps" 
to serve in Central and South America. Co-sponsors of the plan are the 
National Council of Churches and the National Catholic Welfare Conference. 


More than 180,000 refugees have arrived in Miami, Fla., from Cuba in the 
past year and a half. They are continuing to come in at the rate of about 
2,000 a week. Some 800 of these are re-settled each week by the churches 
through air-lifts to other cities, but the case load in Miami remains 
"oritical". The great majority of the refugees are highly educated and eager 
to.find work commensurate with their abilities. BPS, Geneva 


UGANDA CHURCHES SEEK MORE CANDIDATES FOR ORDINATION 


(Entebbe) -~ A team has been visiting schools, colleges, and Protestant church 
centres in all parts of Uganda during the past two months to present to the 
Christian community the urgent need of Uganda's churches for more candidates 
for training for ordination, and especially more candidates with a high 
educational standard. . 


The programme for the team was prepared by the bishops of the seven 
Anglican dioceses in Uganda, and the team was led by Mr. F.G. Welch, secretary} 
of the Association of Bast African Theological Colleges. 


A report said great interest was shown in all the educational centres 
visited. . EPS, Geneva 


ANGLICAN SCHOOL IN SOUTH AFRICA WILL FOLLOW INTER-RACTAL POLICY 


(Capetown) - Plans have been announced here for an Anglican school at Mbabane 
Swaziland, which will follow an inter-racial policy in accepting students. 


According to church sources here, 19 boys of various races and national- 
ities have enrolled for courses which will begin next January. They include 
eight Europeans, two Indians, six Africans, two Coloured children, a Turk, an 
two resident youngsters of Portuguese-English and German-Chinese parentage. © 

7 | EPS, Geneva 


No. 31 - 31st August, 1962 ; 9 


STUDENTS TAKE COMMUNION TOGETHER 
EE GT 


(Graz, Austria) - Some 320 Christian students from a variety of confessional 
backgrounds took communion together at a study conference held here by the 
World Student Christian Federation. 


Their action was a new attempt to deal with the problem of communion at 
ecumenical conferénces - one of the most delicate points of discussion in the 
ecimenical movement. 


. Traditionally at such meetings communion services are held by local a 
churches and the group divides with each participant going to his own church. 


The decision to hold only one communion service and to invite all parti- 
Cipants to take part was made after long study by the Conference Planning 
Committee,&with the concurrence of Federation leaders. 


Thus far, Federation officials report, there have been only a few re- 
actions from church leaders. These have been varied. 


The invitation to take communion was issued "in the name of Christ" by 
the conference chaplain, the Rev. Heiko Rohrbach, of the Evangelical Church 
of Wurtenberg, Germany, who acted with the authorization of his own church 
and with the permission of local church authorities. Sharing in the service 
with him in distributing the bread and the wine were ordained ministers of the 
Swedish Lutheran Church, the Evangelical Church in Austria, the Anglican 
Church of England, and the Waldensian Church of Italy. 


A special liturgy prepared by the Conference Worship Committee was used. 


Of the 320 delegates to the conference, only a handful did not take part, 
although all of them attended the service. These were a few Swedish Lutherans, 
a few Anglicans, the entire 15-member Orthodox group and the two Roman 
Catholics present. The students who took part were from the Anglican, Lutheran, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Reformed, and Waldensian churches. 


In a lengthy preparatory document for the conferenee the Federation : 
advised participants that such a Service was planned and urged them to consult 
with their church authorities, if they felt it necessary to do so, about 
participating, 


The preparatory document outlined why Federation officials took the step. 
It quoted a report on Unity issued by the Third Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches which said: "We must meet in a responsible fashion, the rising 
tide of impatience amongst many young people, and indeed among many others 
for more prompt and certain progress toward mutual understanding in this most 
central and vital experience of Christian worship and witness.'! 


With this in mind, the Federation paper said, "We felt that we had dis- 
cussed questions of inter-communion for long enough to be almost exasperated 
by more discussion. Could we not do something and see what happens?" 


The conference was the WSCF's European Regional Conference held in connec- 
tion with its study programme on "The Life and Mission of the Chureht'ea dite 
theme was "Who is Man? - The Presence of Jesus Christ in Our World", and 
Special attention was focussed on the Christian attitude to the process of 
Secularization in Buropean universities, Se EPS, Geneva 


-RELIGION QUOTA" RECOMMENDED FOR CEYLON UNIVERSITY 


(Colombo, Ceylon) - Ceylon's National University Commission in a report to the 
Sovernment has: called for a quota system based on the religion of the appli- 
cants in admitting students to Ceylon University. 


TORE R ee - — 


I Pa PE Pe SE a Se ta 


No. 31 - 31st August, 1962 ae 10 


Under its terms, 74 per cent of the university. registration would be 
allocated to Buddhists, members of the state religion; 10 per cent to Hindus; 
7 per cent to Roman Catholics; 7 per cent to Moslems; and 2 per cent to 
Protestant denominations. / 


Non-Buddhist religious bodies immediately protested and called on the 
government to reject the recommendation as discriminatory. 


Observers saw the recommendation of the National University Commission 
as another step in a continuing campaign against non-Buddhist religious bodies 
in Ceylon. EPS, Geneva 


VIEWS OF THE CHURCH AND ITS MISSION STUDIED 
(Geneva) -~ The Roman Catholic, Protestant, and Pentecostal views of the Church 
and its mission have been examined by some seventy theological students in : 
a three-week study course at the World Council of Churches! Heoumenical | 
Institute. sre 


Subjects under study included the views of each of the "three currents" 
on the relationship between the Church and the world, conversion, the relatio 
ship between clergy and laity, and the relationship between preaching and 
- action, "discerning where and how these three views check, complement, and 

enrich each other". -: ; 


A report issued at the conclusion of the course said that "no attempt 
was made to elaborate systematic ecclesiologies" from the three points of 
view, but that the emphasis lay on "understanding the reality of what it 
means to be God!s people within the Catholic, Protestant, and Pentecostal 
pattern, a reality which we discovered to be far richer both in its diversity 
and its essential unity than our dogmatic. definitions and our traditional 
images about one another suggest." | Adie: 


It noted that in the ecumenical movement these .three main streams. of 
Christianity become one river with three currents - a Catholic current, repre 
sented by the Orthodox churches, Roman Catholic Church, and Catholic movement 
in the Anglican and Lutheran churches; a Protestant current, represented by 
the churches of the Reformation; and what is now sometimes called a Pente- 
costal current, represented by Anabaptists, left-wing Protestants, and the 
present-day Pentecostal movement. 


Participants were cighty Orthodox, five Roman Catholic priests, and the 
remainder Anglicans and Protestants. They came from Britain, Greece, the Ne 
East, Europe, North America, Latin America, Asia,. and Africa. EPS, Genev 


MEXICAN CATHOLIC PRELATES URGE DRIVE AGAINST COMMUNISTS 


(Mexico City) - Mexico's Roman Catholic hierarchy has called upon the countr 
faithful to undertake a nation-wide campaign against Communism and has warne 
that any Catholic who supports Communism-is subject to excommunication from 
the church. | selgis, ee aan 


Published in booklet form, the bishop's 10-page Declaration of Catholic 
Principles made it clear that membership in the Communist party, distributio 
or reading of Communist literature, or any other support resulting in the 
spread of Communism, was cause for, excommunication. . 

The document, distributed widely here in the capital, was signed by 48 
members of the Mexican hierarchy headed by Jose Cardinal Garibi y Rivera, 


Archbishop of Guadalajara and Primate of Mexico; and Archbishop Miguel 
Dario Miranda y Gomez of Mexico City. EPS, Genev 
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CUBAN METHODISTS! MORALE HIGH, BISHOP REPORTS 


(Jacksonville, Fla.) - Cuban Methodists have a high morale and are still free 

to hold worship services, Methodist Bishop James W. Henley, of Jacksonville, 

Fla., has reported here upon his return from a 10-day visit to the troubled 

island. His report was the first news of religious activity from Cuba in 
some months. 


"I have never been more impressed by the spirit and fidelity of Methodist 
people", Bishop Henley said. "Times are hard, food is rationed, but the 
Spirit of Methodists remains high. Our ministers, students, men and women 
lay leaders are doing a tremendous job." 


Bishop Henley's trip to Cuba was his first since his election as a 
bishop and assignment to administer the Florida and Cuba conferences of The 
Methodist Church two years ago. He had tried for more than a year to get 
permission to visit Cuba. 


Bishop Henley reported that approximately 200 Methodist congregations 
are still intact, served by 25 ministers and 41 lay men and women preachers. 
Tnis fall a record high of 22 Methodist ministerial students are slated t 
enroll at the Protestant seminary in Matanzas. 


Methodists number 10,000 in Cuba today - a decrease of about 600 in the 
last two years, Bishop Henley said. However, he explained, the statistics 
actually represent a membership gain since many Cuban Methodists are now 
refugees in the US. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


More than a thousand nursery and kindergarten teachers related to the 
Christian Federation of Childhood Education (Kirisuto-kyo Hoiku Renmoi) 
attended a recent four-day summer study conference at 4a0, Japan. Theme of 
the lectures and discussion-study groups was "Child Education within a 
Rapidly Changing Society". A spokesman said the attendance, the largest in 
this conference's 33-year history, reflects "a growing awareness of the 
Special responsibilities of Christian day nurseries and kindergartens as well 
“as the improvement of Japan's general financial situation". 


* * * 


The first American-born bishop of the Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church 
of North America has been installed as head of the church's 40,000-member 
Archdiocese of Toledo, Ohio (USA). He is Archbishop Michael H. Shaheen, 38, 
a native of Canton, 0., who had been serving as an aide to Metropolitan 
Antony Bashir of Brooklyn, N.Y¥., head of the church in the United States. 


* ZS * 


Protestant and Roman Catholic leaders in charge of church-operated 
marriage counselling and guidance centres in West Germany report increasing 
attendance, even on the part of persons without religious effiliation. The 
widespread response has spurred establishment of counselling bureaus in 
almost all West German cities. They are operated by teams of clergymen, 
psychologists, jurists, social workers, physicians, and leaders of the 
churches! welfare organizations. 


* ae weet 


Ground has been broken in Brasilia, Brazil, for a new Presbyterian 
institute for training laymen and women. The school will train directors of 
Christian education for churches throughout Brazil: and will offer-a: variety of 
training programmes for Brazilian laymen and women. Presbyterian womens! 
groups in the USA have given several hundred thousand dollars for construction 
of the institute. 
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IN BRIEF 


Thirteen representatives of US Protestant and Orthodox churches are in 
Russia at the invitation of the Russian Orthodox Church for a three-week tour. 
' Phey arrived in Moscow August 25. Leader of the group is Mr. J. Irwin Miller, 
of Colombus, Indiana, a layman who is president of the National Council of 
Churches. Purpose of the visit is to discuss "basic issues of mutual concern! 
Also visiting in Russia this week is a ten-member delegation of the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. 


* * * 


A proposal for an Ecumenical Year in 1965 or 1966 to promote Christian 
unity has been made by The British Weekly, and Christian World, which is 
published in Edinburgh, Scotland. The suggestion appeared in an article by | 
Brian Cooper, a frequent lay contributor, who said that during the Year the 
major denominations could make "action in and for unity" a central phase of 
their life and work. 


* * * 


Eighty per cent of US parents approve of religious observances in publi 
schools according to findings of a recent Gallup public opinion poll. The US 
Supreme Court recently ruled that reading of a brief non-denominational praye 
in the public schools was a violation of the First Amendment which guarantees 
the separation of church and state. 


* * * 


Radio Station ETLF of the Lutheran World Federation in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, will be formally opened on February 26, 1963, it has been announce 
at LWF headquarters in Geneva. 2 

A one 


. K.revised Book of Common Prayer, the product of 19 years work and dis- 
cussion, has been adopted by a unanimous vote of the twenty-first general 
synod of the Anglican Church of Canada meeting in Ottawa. 


* * * 


An ecumenical institute has been established in East Berlin under aus- 
pices of the Ecumenical Missionary Council of the Evangelical Churchs in Eas 
Germany. Pastor Johannes Althausen, Bast Berlin, has been named director. 
The institute will undertake studies of the ecumenical movement, particularl 
those dealing with the Church's mission, . 


oe * * 


The foundation stone has been laid in Surabaja, Bast Java, for a new 
Batak church. Plans for the church were first made seven years ago when th 
church had only 500 members. Today membership is 1,300 persons. The mayor 
of Surabaja, in a speech at the ceremony, said the new church will "prove 
again that the Christian mission in Indonesia is loyal to its tradition". 
The Batak Protestant Church is one of the largest "younger" churches in the 
world with a membership of over 800,000. 


* * L 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central Committee of the World 


Council of Churches, received the Clergy Churchman of the Year Award at the 
annual Religious Heritage of America Pilgrimage last week in Washington, D. 


* * * 


No, 31 - 31st August, 1962 13 


A former German prisoner-of-war has presented a stained glass window to 
the village church at East Chinnock, Crewkerne, Somerset, England, in gratitude 
for friendship extended to him during the Second World War when he worked on 
a farm in the village. He: is Gunther Anton-who now lives at Leonburg, 
Wurttemberg, Germany. A.craftsman in stained glass, Mr. Anton and another 
former prisoner-of-war installed the window. bi 8 iO me 


ale ae aN ras 


Bishop Clyde W. Meadows, D.D., of the United States, was elected president 
of the World's Christian Endeavour Union at its fourteenth convention in 
Sydney, Australia. Bishop Meadows succeeds Dr. Daniel A. Poling,..also of the 
United States, who has served as president for 35 years. The first president 
of the Union was the founder of the movement, Dr. Francis HE. Clark, who served 
from its organization in 1895 until his death in 1927. In recognition of his 
long service, Dr. Poling was named honorary president for life. 


* Ta * 


The Union Ministry of Education of the Indian government has formed a 
six-member standing committee on religious and moral instruction in educational 
institutions. The committee will implement recommendations of a report sub- 
mitted about two years ago, which called for early morning silent meditation - 
periods for student groups, general study of different religions, post-graduate 
courses in comparative religions, and the introduction of a fairly long period 
of social service in all universities. 


* * * 


Some one hundred Methodist theologians from four continents met recently 
at Lincoln College, Oxford, to consider the Methodist doctrine of the Church 
in the light of developments in the ecumenical movement. The doctrine of 
baptism, church membership, ordination, preaching, discipline, and the Lord's 
Supper were studied. The meeting also discussed the problems of communicating 
the Gospel in the present social and intellectual environment. 


* * * 


By a vote of 45-0, the General Assembly of the Kansas Council of Churches 
(USA ) has adopted a pronouncement calling for the abolition of capital. punish- 
ment in the State of Kansas. In recommendations to the State government, the 
youncil calls for abolition of the death penalty "at the carliecst possible 
noment'; asks that those convicted of Capital crimes be given a minimum 
sentence of 20 years and be released only when "reasonably rehabilitated": 
md urges minimum security facilities with increased procedures for rchabili- 
tation. 
| * * * 


Portuguese Baptists increased their giving to foreign missions by 70 
ser cent in the year ending July 31, as compared with. the preceding twelve 
honths. The Portuguese Baptist Convention voted last year to raise the 
hissions proportion of its total budget from 30 per cent to 50 per cent. 
fission fields of the convention are Angola, entered in 1933, and Mozambique, 
sntered in 1953. 


* * * 


A Latvian pastor in the United States, Dr. Karlis Kundzins, 79, of 
seattle, Washington, will succeed the late Archbishop Teodors Grunbergs as 
lead of the Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Exile, it has been reported 
y church leaders in the United States, They said the late archbishop, who 
lied at the age of 92 last June in Germany, had designated Dr. Kundzins as his 
luccessor. The installation service has been tentatively scheduled for 
etober 7 at the Latvian Lutheran Church in Washington, D.C. EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


YOUNG MADAGASCAR MOVES TOWARDS UNITY 


Special to BPS 
(Tananarive) - Christian youth in Madagascar have taken a major step forward 
towards Christian unity. 


This was the conclusion at the close of the first Ecumenical Youth Con- 
gress of Madagascar which brought together some 1,200 Malagasy Protestant: and 
Anglican youth to study » the themes of unity, service, and witness. 


For five days they lived and worked and worshipped together in an atmos- 
phere of unity and brotherhood never before experienced by the great majority 
of them. Many of them from far country districts had never before met people 
of different churches than their own, many of them cane from areas where they 
have been taught to believe that the central tribe (at Tananarive) amongst 
whom they were staying was their greatest enemy. For many the word "ecumenical" 
had no meaning at all and many did not understand the word "congress". 


The Congress was the first occasion in which the Anglican Church and the 
Protestant churches have cooperated, apart from the more limited sphere of 
Bible society activity. Representatives from Roman Catholic and lay youth 
organizations also were present as observers. 


The Congress opened at a public united service of worship at which some 
5,0CO persons heard Mr. Philibert Tsiranana, president of the Republic of 
Madagascar, stress the necessity for continuing and growing brotherly love 
among the eighteen Malagasy tribes. 


During the Congress the participants met in cleven commissions to discuss 
the unity, witness, and service theme of the Congress. Highlights ef the 
week included a dramatic presentation by youth of the life of Kagawa, the 
great Japanese Christian, and a lecture on "Who is the Lord of the Nation?" 
by Pastor Richard Andriamanjato, chairman of the Tananarive City Council and 
leader of the opposition in the Malagasy Parliament. 


Mr. Andriananjato had only a few days previously arrived back from a 
visit to the World Peace Conference in Moscow, to which he made various 
allusions. "Too often we were quavering Christians", he said. "We so often. 
forgot that God is the Lord of History and the Lord of the Nations, those who 
renenber this and serve Him alone may themselves become the masters of their 
own nation," j 


As in other ccumenical gatherings the matter of inter-communion received 
a good deal of attention in group discussion and several of the eleven comn- 
issions brought resolutions on the subject, particularly with reference to th 
two services which were planned in connection with the Congress - one accordi 
to the Anglican’ -. ritual and the other according to Lutheran practice. 


However, ecumenism is very young here and discipline prevailed over 
genuine desire for fellowship, and the two services were held as originally 
scheduled with the whole congress attending both and members participating 
according to their denominational affiliation. 


The Congress concluded with a giant public rally in one of the city's b 
sports stadiums, with a crowd of well over 10,000 persons - a final act of 
unity, in which Pastor Daniel Ratefy of the Evangelical Church conducted the 
service and Bishop Jean Marcel of the Anglican Church preached the sermon. 


As one observer remarked: "This Congress is a first test of ecumenical 
unity. May it not be the last." 7 
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BAPTISTS DECLINE REPRESENTATION AT VATICAN COUNCIL 
eee AN COUNCIL 


(Oslo) - The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance has notified 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity that it could not agree 
to encourage an invitation for Baptists to send an observer to the Second 
Vatican Council. 


The committee assured authorities of the Roman Catholic Church of its 
"hopes and prayers that the forthcoming Council will contribute to an under- 
Standing of the will of God and the unity of His people". 


Some 124 representatives of churches in Burma, Australia, Argentina, 
Nigeria, Cameroon, Liberia, the United States, and Canada, and from Hurope, 
including the USSR, Poland, and Yugoslavia, took part. Participants from the 
United States included representatives of the Southern Baptist Convention 
which is not a member of either the National Council (USA) or the World Council 
of Churches. 


Several sessions were devoted to a discussion of the advisability of 
sending an observer to the Vatican Council, Dr. Josef Nordenhaug, general 
secretary of the Alliance, had received a letter from Msgr. J.G.M. Willebrands 
of the Vatican Secretariat suggesting thatoif ‘Baptists desired ‘to send an 
2bserver the invitation to do SO would doubtless be forthcoming. This has 
seen the procedure with regard to other churches: - 
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Twenty-seven spoakers took part in discussion of the question. They were 
about equally divided for and against asking that an invitation be sent. At 
the conclusion of the discussion it was agreed that in view of the inability 
to gain a consensus the Vatican should not be encouraged to send an invitation. 


The full statement adopted by the committee is as follows: 


'The Executive Committee of the Baptist World Alliance in session at 
Stabekk, Oslo, August 20-24, 1962, asked the general secretary to thank 
Msgr. J.G.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity, for his courteous communication of April 18, 1962, and to 
state that after careful discussion of the issues involved it is not agreed 
that it would be desirable for the Baptist World Alliance to encourage a formal 
invitation to the forthcoming Second Vatican Council, but would assure the | 
authorities. of the Roman Catholic Church of its hopes and prayers that: the 
forthcoming Council will contribute to an increasing understanding of the will” 
of God and the unity of His people." 4 


At the final session the Executive Committee received reports from “four ~ 
study commissions, one of which recommended the setting up of a special..:: . 
commission'to study the Baptist concept of Christian unity. Another commission 
on Religious Liberty and Human Rights, recommended a new study of the Baptist ~ 
views on church-state relations in the light of the changing situation in many 


countries. It is hoped that these studies can be undertaken in time for . 
presentation to thé next World Baptist Congress to be held in Miami Beach, iy 
Rlawwin July, [196 5% .. ..BPS,.Geneva @ 
PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE NAMES THRE? OBSERVERS TQ VATICAN COUNCTEN cu inuae 

Treks a » NAMB O TERE os Upopnyeny le 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) - The Executive Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches’(Worla Presbyterian Alliatce ) meeting here has named three observers 
to the Second Vatican Council, 


‘ 
’ 


The 25-member policy-making group:chose:. Pastor Hébert Roux, Paris} 
Rev. Douglas W.D. Shaw, Edinburgh; . and. Professor James H. Nichols, Princeton#l 
‘New Jersey, USA. PO AMAR I ng ey : 7 a 

Announcing the names, the Executive Gommittee said "the primary purpose 
of the Alliance in sending observers is to have direct information about the 
work of the Second Vatican Council". | i Brings ty ene 

It emphasized its observers "will not have authority to speak officially 
for the Alliance or its member churches, not to engage in any negotiation on — 
behalf of. the Alliance or its churches, but may informally give explanations 
of Reformed doctrine end practice as it may bear upon the questions being 
discussed in the Council". A ‘ . rig 


3 ~The Allience announcement gave the following information about its three 
- observers. CA os pe ; 


Pastor Roux, a minister of the Reformed Church of France, was released 
from his pastorate in Paris by the National Synod of the Reformed Churches of: 
France this year to become the full time official spokesman of his church in 

its relations withthe Roman Catholic Church in France. he ager 


+ 


| 


i : eo * ihe ; 


The Rev. .D.W.D. Shav, a minister of the Church of Scotland, studied Mode: 


Languages and Law at Cambridge and Edinburgh. 2 later studied Theology at le 
College, Edinburgh, prior to entering the ministry and is now assistant 
minister at St. Gecrge's West, Edinburgh. 
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Professor Nichols, a minister of the United Presbyterian Church in the 
USA, is the newly appointed professor of Modern European Church History at 
Princeton Theological Seminary. He was formerly professor of’ Church History 
at the Divinity School of the University of Chicago, 


The Alliance's Executive Committee represents 90 churches in 60 countries 
with a total constituency of nearly 50,000,000 persons. BPS, Geneva 


OLD CATHOLIC OBSERVER AT VATICAN COUNCIL 
eee BE VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Utrecht) - The International Conference of Bishops of the Old Catholic 
Churches has named an observer to the Second Vatican Council, ‘ 


The Conference meeting here named Dr. P.J. Maan,pastor of the 01d Catholic 
Cathedral in Utrecht, the Netherlands, and professor at the 01d Catholic 
Seminary of Amersfort. . . i 


‘The.Old Catholics are a group of small national churches consisting of 
Christians who at various times have Separated from Rome. They are composed 
of three sections: the Church of Utrecht, which separated from Rome eho Uae A 4 
the German, Austrian, and Swiss Ola Catholic Churches, which were formed from 
a group which refused to accept the dogmas of the Infallibility and universal 
ordinary jurisdiction of the Pope as defined by the Vatican Council of 1870; 
and some small groups of Slav origin. Since 1932 the Old Catholic Churches 
have been in full communion with the Chureh of England, the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, and most other Anglican churches. Old. 
Catholic Churches in Germany, the Netherlands, and Switzerland are members of 
the World Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


NEW STUDY OF CHURCHES! WITNESS IN SOCIETY 
So STUDY OF CHURCHES! WITNESS IN SOCIETY 


(Geneva) - Urgent new problems of the churches! witness in contemporary society 
arethe subject of a major study being undertaken by the World Council of 
Churches. 


Slated to extend over the next four years, the study will be concluded by 
a world conference to be held in 1966. The working title of the study, which 
is being made by the WCC's Department on Church and Society, is "God, Man, and 
Contemporary Society". . 


A preparatory paper notes that the ecumenical movement and especially the 
World Council have sought to keep abreast of social and theological develop- 
ments by such intensive study programmes, the most recent of which dealt with 
areas of rapid social change. 


"The time has come now", it says, "to look at the problems of society in 
the modern world from the perspective of God's call to man, and thus to help 
to develop a body of theological and ethical insights which will assist the 
churches in their witness in contemporary history." 


New developments in the world Situation, it says, have brought about "a 
crisis of the social structures which have governed man's relationship to 
man: in family and community, in education, in economic and political life, 
and in the churches and Christian institutions, and has provoked a search for 
new forms'!, 


It lists among these contemporary concerns: scientific and technological 
developments, man's power to destroy the entire human race or to transform 
human society, the amazing developments in means of communication, the emerg- 
ency of new nations - all of which, it stresses, emphasize the constantly 
enlarging, interdependence of societies, 


No. 32 - 7th September, 1962 ee ay ke 


. 
In the light of these, the paper proposes three key questions. These are: | 


: 1) How may Christians understand the action of God in Christ in contem- 
porary history? . 


2) What may Christians expect and not expect to accomplish in the trans- 
formation of society? 


3) How may Christians meet the challenge of the many radically new 
situations for the life and the structure of the Church? 


The project is designed to encourage new: discussion and thinking, leading 
to a series of books as the basis for conference deliberations, and to 
initiate a widespread programme of study in the churches. EPS, Geneva 


INTER-CHURCH AID PLANS FOR ALGERIA TAKE SHAPE 


(Geneva) - An on-the-spot survey of projects needed to help the people of 
Algeria in their task of nation-building has been made by Dr. Heinrich 
Hellstern, director of HEKS, relief agency of the Swiss churches, | 


Dr. Hellstern will report his findings to the Christian Committee for 
Service in Algeria (CCSA) when it meets in Geneva on September 14. 


- Meanwhile, the COSA - an independent body of 12 organisations which is 
serviced by the World Council of Churches - has accepted responsibility for 
emergency relief in the Constantine and Batna departments of Algeria where an 
estimated 1,000,000 persons will require substantial assistance during the . 
coming winter. TS anh : OM 


Wheat, cooking oil, beans, and powdered milk will be available, although 
not necessarily to the full extent required, from US government surplus 
supplies in agreement with the Algerian authorities. 


There is, ‘however, an‘ immediate, urgent need for 400 tons of sugar and 
125 tons. of ,soap. a month, _If the: CCSA were to buy these its general budget: 
would be seriousay straincd. The World Council is therefore asking its” member 
agencies to see if soap and sugar can be supplied from sources outside the 


mal budget. 
Hes The GSrman churches have now promised the CCSA two mobile clinics to be 


used in an anti-TB campaign and-for general medical services in the rural 
areas of Algeria. “ 


The World Council of Churches is seeking to raise $1,400,000 to finance 
the first year's working of the Christian Committee for Service in Algeria on 
projects it-i8 planning in association with the local churches and the. 
Algerian authorities. ; EPS, Geneva. 


CHURCHES OFFER AID TO TRAN QUAKE VICTIMS ) 
(Geneva) - A number of unsolicited offers of funds and goods to aid Iranian 
earthquake victims have been received from church relief and welfare agencies 
in Burope by the World Council of Churches. 


- Offers came from church.organizations in Great Britain, Germany, the 
Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden. 


The World Council through its Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and © 
World Service has cabled its contacts in Iran to find out what are specific . 
needs and ways in which church aid. can best be used. 


Estimates range as high as 20,000 killed or injured in the quakes which 
swept through western Iran on September 1. 1% was the most severe and dis- 
astrous earthquake in the nation's history. EPS, Geneva — 
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WCC FAITH AND ORDER DELEGATION RETURNS FROM USSR _ VISIT 
eee, tan at er ete erate arnie ere,  UOOR, VISIT 


(Geneva) - A ten-member delegation of the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches has returned here from an eight-day visit to Russian 
theologians in the USSR. 


I 


An announcement on their arrival in Geneva said the talks had been very 
Satisfactory and that both the Russian theologians and delegation members had 
agreed that similar meetings should be held in the future. Purpose of the 
visit was to acquaint the Russian Orthodox theologians with the work of the 
Faith and Order programme and to ascertain. their attitudes towards various 
questions. 


Dr. Lukas Vascher, Swiss Reformed, who is research secretary for the WcC's 
Faith and Order Department, Geneva, said that "in Spite of considerable doc- 
trinal differences, agreement was reached on several points, This seems 
to indicate that further theological talks are not only desirable: but necessary 
in order to achieve better mutual understanding". He said the Russian Orthodox 
theologians stressed repeatedly that theological discussion Should occupy a 


much larger’ role because "it is the heart of the ecumenical movement". 


Questions under discussion included whether the Church should be consid- 
ered falliable or infalliable, the relationship between Scripture and tradi- 
tion, including the query, "Can Scripture and the tradition of the first 
centuries be considered the standards by which the Christian churches of today 
should measure themselves?" 


At conversations held in 4agorsk representatives of the Russian Baptist 
church also took part. Sai 


During the visit the delegation attended services at several Russian 
Orthodox and Baptist churches, 


The delegation. included, in addition to Dr. Vischer, Dr. Walter Harrelson, 
American Baptist Convention, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tenn. ; 
Principal G.R. Beasley-Murray, Baptist, principal of Spurgeon's College, 
London; Professor E.@, Rupp, Methodist, professor of Ecclesiastical History, 
University of Manchester; Dr, Joseph A. Sittler, Lutheran, professor at the 
University of Chicago; Dr. A.N. Lekkerkerker, Dutch Reformed Church, prof- 
essor at Groningen University, the Netherlands; Dr. David W. Hay, Presbyterian 
Church in Canada, professor at Knox College, Toronto, Canadas Dr. E. Fleeseman 
van Leer, Dutch Reformed Church, Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Dr. J.L. Leuba, 
Swiss Reformed Church, professor at. the University of Neuchatel; and Professor 
A.F. Wingren, Church of Sweden, Lund University, Sweden. EPS, Geneva 


NORWEGIAN COMMTSSTON SUPPORTS SUBSIDIES FOR FRER CHURCHES 
Dea POR FREE CHURCHES 


(Oslo) - Far-reaching changes affecting the religious life of this predomin- 
antly Lutheran country were foreshadowed here with the recommendation of a 
Six-man Royal Commission that financial subsidies from the state and from 
local townships ‘be provided for all the Free Churches in Norway, with certain 
Qualifications. . 


So far, such Support has been granted only to the State Lutheran Church, 
Of which the King, who is the temporal leader, has the final approval on all 
its ecclesiastical appointments. 


) In @ 212-page report the Commission also called for a new amendment to 

the constitution specially guaranteeing full religious freedom for all’ citizens, 
It also urged subsidizing Free Church elementary schools and permitting Free 
Church teachers, under certain conditions, to give religious instruction in 

the public schools. 


} $4 


xe 
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The Commission's report is-due to be submitted to "appropriate bodies" 
within the State Church and the Free Churches for their comments before the 


government acts on.it and eventually presents a bill to Parliament. 
i EPS, Geneva 


BISHOPS IN SPAIN AID SOCIAL ACTION 


(Madrid) - The Roman Catholic hierarchy has announced the establishment of an 
agency to plan and coordinate church social action for workers in Spain. 


The announcement said that the establishment of a Bishop's Commission 
for the Social Apostolate has been approved by the Holy See. 


According to the New York Times, the move has been interpreted in Spain 
as an attempt to achieve unity within the church on "a moderately progressive 
Wsoelal policy". 


The announcement followed by only a few days charges by the Workers! 
Fraternity of Catholic Action that most government organs have misrepresented 
the meaning of the encyclical of Pope John XXIII called Mater et Magistra. 

An editorial in the Fraternity's Bulletin said that most Spanish newspapers 
have "robbed.the working class" of the progressive social teachings of the 
Pope embodied in the encyclical by giving the impression that he said the 
opposite of what he actually said. 


The announcement of the new bishop's commission said that this encyclical 
will be the basis of its work. It was also announced that henceforth the 
Workers! Fraternity, which is. the labour branch of Catholic Action, will 
operate under the supervision of the commission, along with other church 
groups active in the social field. 


The commission will be presided over by Jose Maria Cardinal of Seville. 
Last March he issued a pastoral letter in which he denounced what he called 
the "scandalous" starvation wages that landowners pay their labourers in the 
agricultural south. ‘ EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERANS BUILD CENTRES FOR TRAINING REFUGEES | 


(London) - Construction has begun on a $400,000 Lutheran vocational training 
centre for young refugees in Jerusalem and a $350,000 one in Hong Kong, a 
Lutheran World Federation commission meeting here has announced. 


The centre in Jordan will be equipped to provide apprenticeship courses 
for 120 boys to enable them to earn their living as automobile mechanics, 
blacksmiths, carpenters, or shoemakers. 


in about 1l different subjects, including the repair of air-conditioning and 
refrigeration equipment. It. also will provide the first course in the Far 


. 
The Hong Kong centre will have classes for from 600 to 700 men and women : 
Eastern colony for those who wish to make a career in the hotel trade. i 

i 


Both undertakings have been made possible largely through major financial 


commitments of the Federation's Swedish national committee. ‘EPS, Geneva © 

. ‘ 
CHURCH LEADERS JATLED IN ANTI-SEGREGATION PROTEST i 
(Albany, Georgia) - At least 25 clergymen are still in jail here and in all 


Tete after their arrest at a prayer demonstration against segregation in 
his city. 
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The 25 were among 70 church leaders from the North and Midwest who were 
arrested when they joined local anti-segregation leaders in a side-walk prayer 
Service. They were charged with disorderly conduct and failing to obey orders 
to disperse. 


The group arrested did not include Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., president 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference which is spearheading the 
movement to desegregate public facilities. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES HELP REFUGEES FROM RUANDA 


(Geneva) - During August sums totalling $42,400 were transferred by the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service to ecumenical agencies 
who are caring for refugees from Rwanda (formerly: Ruanda) who have crowded into 
Burundi (formerly Urundi), Uganda, and Tanganyika. 


‘The money is being used to help resettle refugees in self-supporting 
agricultural communities and provide them with educational and pastoral 
services. 


In Uganda, for example, a grant of $22,400 will enable simple buildings 
of mud and wattle to be put up for use by refugees as churches, schools, and 
community centres. These will be staffed by church workers and teachers who 
are themselves refugees. 


-In addition, the US agency CROP has sent through the Division $5,000 to 
buy tools, basic equipment, and seeds for refugees in Tanganyika for a govern- 
ment-supervised agricultural resettlement scheme. to benefit 5,000 persons. 
CROP also is shipping through Church World Service 22,500 lbs of beans which 
mission stations will distribute to Ruanda refugees as part of the emergency 
feeding programmes which the local churches have set UDe 


An earlier grant of {$50,000 sent through the Division from member 
churches of the World Council enabled these emergency feeding programmes to | 
be started. Bea ar nes rte 


The WCC is appealing for $640,000 for comprehensive welfare plans for 
the Ruanda. refugees in Urunda, Uganda, Tanganyika, and the Kivu province of. 
the Congo. EPS, Geneva, 


CHRIST-CENTRED UNIVERSALISM SEEN ANSWER TO SYNCRETISM 
EHSL AVENE UNIVE OAD OM SLEN ANSWER TO SYNCRETISM 


(Neuendettelsau, Germany ) - A plea for a Christ-centred universalism as the 
right. Christian answer to the appeal of religious syncretism has been voiced 
here by the general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft deplored the fact that "so often Christians have 
given the impression that they considered Christianity as a Species of the 
genus religion - a sub-division of the general human preoccupation with the 
divine", ; 


He called it "inevitable that if Christianity is presented in that 
fashion, the conclusion is drawn that religion is universal and that Chris- 
tianity is only one of its particular expressions". 


The WCC executive said that "the desire underlying so much of the syncre- 
tism of our time, the desire to find a religion. . .which thinks in the dimen- 
Sions of the one universal history of mankind and moves on the level of our 
global interdependence, is a perfectly understandable desire". 


Nevertheless "it is high time that Christians should rediscover that the 
very heart of their faith is that Jesus Christ did not come to make a contri- 
bution to the religious storehouse of mankind, but that in Him God reconciled 
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the world unto Himself", he stressed. 


| Dr. Visser 't Hooft addressed a meeting of the Commission on World 
Mission of the Lutheran World Federation. ; BPS, Geneva 


SS 


BIBLE READING, LORD'S PRAYER HELD LEGAL IN CAPITAL'S PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


(Washington, popg ashy - Students in the nation's capital will continue to recite 
the Lord's Prayer as part of opening exercises in public schools. (See EPS 
Wo. 26 ) 4 ) 


The chief legal officer of the District of Columbia, Corporation Counsel 
Chester H. Gray, issued an opinion here holding that the practice of reciting 
the prayer is legal unless the United States Supreme Court specifically rules 
it unconstitutional. 7 


At issue is a rule by the District of Columbia Board of Education requir- 
ing that: "Opening exercises shall include the salute to the flag, a reading 
from the Bible, without note or comment, and the Lord's Prayer." 


In his ruling, Mr. Gray held that the recent Supreme Court decision which © 
declared unconstitutional a 22-word prayer for New York public schools pre- 
scribed by that state's Board of Regents was limited to "a determination that 
government officials may not compose an official prayer for use in the class- 
rooms in the public schools and require such a prayer to be recited at the 
beginning of each school day". 


Therefore, the legal officer said, "the ruling is inapplicable to the 
questions posed by the superintendent of schools". EPS, Geneva 


US MISSIONARY GROUPS CHART MERGER 


(Fort Wayne, Indiana) - Clergy and lay delegates to the biennial convention 

of the Missionary Church Association in Fort Wayne, Ind., have voted in favour 
of a proposed organic merger with the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 

(See EPS No. 21). 


Under terms of the convention approval, the merger action of the Mission- 
ary Church Association must now be ratified by a two-thirds vote of the member 
of its 121 congregations. This procedure is expected to take about six 
months, but will be concluded in time for the Christian and Missionary Alliane 
to give final ratification to the plans at its general council in Phoenix, 
Arizona, next May. 


The Missionary Church Association, with 8,000 members, is about one-tenth 
the size of the Christian and Missionary Alliance, which has some 70,000 
members in 1,200 congregations in the United States and Canada. When the 
merger becomes a fact, the merged body will function with a new and shortened 
name, The Missionary Alliance. EPS, Geneva 


FOUR AFRICAN PASTORS REPORTED RELEASED 


~ (New York) - Portuguese authorities in Luanda, Angola, reportedly have 
released four Methodist pastors who were arrested in connection with alleged 
anti-Portuguese activities. / 
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The pastors, all Angolans, were identified by the Methodist Board of 
Missions, New York, as the Rev. Julio J. Miguel, Domingos Lopés de Silva, 
Felipe Fraeitas, and Andre Dias. 


Two had been arrested last August 24. The other two were arrested more 
than six months ago. Mr. Miguel is considered one of Africa's leading clergy- 
men. For a number of years he was pastor of the largest Methodist church in 
Luanda, and later was a district superintendent. BPS, Geneva 


WRITERS TRAINED FOR ARABIC BROADCASTS 


(Ramallah, Jordan) - Members of four different church bodies from five 
countries recently completed a three-week course in radio writing in prepara- 
tion for daily broadcasts in Arabic scheduled to begin in February, 1963, under 
auspices of the Radio Project of the Near East Christian Council. The twenty 
writers from Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Sudan represented the Evan- 
gelical, Episcopal, Lutheran, and Orthodox churches. 


Near Hast Christian Council programmes will be beamed to Arabic-speaking 
countries on the 4l-meter band over a 100-kilowatt station under construction 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, The new station will be owned and operated by the 

intheran. World Federation under licenee from the Ethiopian government. 
| Mi Geneva 


PUBRTO RICOQ-CATHOLIC CHURCH RELATIONS REPORTED IMPROVING 


(Notre Dame, Ind.) - The strained relations between the Puerto Rican government 
and the Roman Catholic Church, which burst into controversy in 1960, are 
improving, according to Bishop Alfred F. Mendez of Aricebo, Puerto Rico. 


In an address to the 20th national convention of the Catholic Students! 
Mission Crusade here, Bishop Mendez predicted that "the church and the govern- 
ment. will have a more friendly relationship from now on". In-mid-August, he 
said, church representatives met Puerto Rican Governor Luis Munoz-Marin to 
patch up differences stemming from civil laws that conflict with Catholic. 
teachings. 


Catholic prelates in Puerto Rico opposed Munoz! Popular Democratic Party 
in the 1960 election because the party backed measures which would permit 
sterilization of persons with mental illnesses, and because it sponsored 
government-endorsed birth control clinics. HPS, Geneva 


WCC SEEKS AID FOR 50 KOREAN HOMELESS IN FLOOD DISASTER 


(Geneva) - The World Council of Churches is asking its member churches to 
subscribe $10,000 so that 50 families, made homeless by a flash flood in 
Sunchon, Korea, can be rehoused or resettled. 


A cable from Mr. Colin Morrison, director of Korea Church World Service, 
has informed the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service that 200 people were drowned in the flood and that a total of 12,000 
persons lost their homes. 


Korea Church World Service distributed clothing, food, and medical kits 
to the survivors immediately after the disaster. EPS, Geneva 
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PUBLISHERS SEEK WAYS TO HELP YOUNGER CHURCHES 


(Loceum, West Germany) - Some 20 leading Buropean and US Lutheran publishers 
have acted here to explore ways to strengthen the religious literature pro- 
grammes of Asian and African Lutheran churches. 


The Second International Conference of Lutheran Publishers, at the close 
of a three-day series of sessions, decided to set up a committee representing 
its American, Scandinavian, and German participants to foster a coordinated 
Western approach in this area. 


Action was taken after leaders ofthe Lutheran churches of Taiwan, Japan, 
Northern Tanganyika, Madagascar, and the Bihar area of India described the 
weaknesses and strengths of Christian literature work in their constituencies. 
All the churchmen emphasized the urgent need for much greater human and materié 
resources for such work. . . EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Asian Christian students studying in Europe are meeting in Seengen, 
Switzerland (September 1-10) for the Third Asian Student Conference sponsored 
by the John Knox House, Presbyterian Student Centre in Geneva, and the Youth 
Department of the World Council of Churches. Conference theme is "His Is the 
Glory". Workshops are dealing with The Christian and Politics, The Christian 
and the University, Law, Morals and Culture, Science and Culture, and World 
Religions and the Christian Faith. |. Teaver 


* * * 


The Gossner Mission in India and the "Bread for the World" campaign of 
the German churches are cooperating in building a new $128,000 vocational — 
training school in Phudi, Bhihar State, India. . The new school will provide 
training facilities for 80 pupils in a variety of professional and technical 
skills. Phudi is located near Hatia where the fourth largest steel plant in 
India is being built by Russian and Czeck engineers. The new centre will 
also train workers for the new plant. ; 


* * * 


An "Ashram Study Conference" jointly sponsored by Lutheran and Episcopal 
student organizations and described as the first major ecumenical venture of 
its kind in the USA was held at Stephens College, Columbia, Missouri, 
August 25-September 1. Some 800 college students and campus workers attended © 
the study meeting. Sponsors were the Lutheran Student Association of America ~ 
and the National Canterbury Association, the Protestant Episcopal Church 
student movement. on ee 


Fs es hue cas 


a 


The Gustav Adolf Foundation in Germany has sent a large selection of 
theological books as a gift to the Waldensian seminary in Rome. 
EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES PLEDGE $416,000 IN ONE DAY TO REBUILD IRAN EARTHQUAKE VILLAGE 


(Geneva) - The sum of $416,000 - the total needed to completly rebuild a 500- 
family Iranian village destroyed by the earthquakes - was virtually pledged in 
one day bymember churches of the World Council of Churches. 


The funds were raised in a dramatic iay-long telephone marathon from 
WCC headquarters in Geneva to welfare agencies of its member churches in a 
score of countries. 


Pledges came from churches in Australia, Denmark, Germany, Great Pat ears 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, aden and the USA. 


The WCC made the appeal for funds on the basis of first-hand reports by 
Mr. Christopher King who returned here Tuesday, after spending several days 
visiting quake sites in Iran. Mr. King is secretary for Orthodox Churches and 
Countries of the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. 
The project will be carried out in cooperation with Iranian authorities and 
their agencies. 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, Division director, said the rapid response is indica- 
tive of the fact that churches are eager and prepared to give immediate help 
in times of emergencies. 


He said the village would be "a permanent monument to the solidarity of 
Christian compassion in the face of immense suffering". 
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The rebuilding scheme calls for the construction, with local labour, of 
500 houses, at a cost of $500 each, a school, a well and water system, a 
public bath and laundry facilities, the provision of pots, pans, and similar 
household equipment, and the restocking of farm-holdings with seeds, tools, 
animals, and perhaps a tractor. 


The plan was recommended by the Church Council of Iran which stressed that 
so much emergency aid has come in that the major need is now for long-range 
rehabilitation projects. 


In Teheran, King teamed up with Mr. Joo Thompson, Lutheran World Federa- 
tion senior representative in Jerusalem, who had been sent to Iran on a 
similar mission. King and Thompson toured the earthquake area together by 
air-taxi which flew low over the stricken villages. 


"The devastation was so extensive that from the air it often looked that 
the houses had been ploughed back into the earth by some giant plough," King 
reported to the World Council on his return to Geneva. 


At the village of Bouine, where about half the 5,000 population are 
believed to have perished, King and Thompson's air-taxi landed and they were 
able to see from the ground’ the extent of the destruction. a a 


"We were told of. one village with.a population of some 4,000 where there 
are only 500 people. left alive", King says. "On the day of the earthquake 
there had. been a big wedding in, the village and many guests were staying there 
overnight. ee 


"When we left it was still not known how many of these visitors had been 
killed." 

Besides the loss of their homes and household belongings, including their 
farm animals and tools, the survivors also face a grave water shortage. Their 
supply was based on a complicated system of underground channels which the 
earthquake has damaged. ree ety ake 


Back in Teheran, King and Thompson had talks with those who are planning 
to bring relief to .the distressed, and have drawn up a joint report of. what 
the Church Council of Iran, which has set up a special Relief Committee for 
EFarthquake Sufferers, is planning to do. | | 


The report noted that the Armenian Orthodox Church has also given prompt 
and ungrudging aid irrespective of religion to all in the villages where it 
has communities. The World Council is also asking its members to support what 
the Armenian Orthodox Church is doing. 3 ; 


‘Another problem which the Church Council of Iran is considering is how it 
can best cooperate with the Iranian authorities to help the many children who 
‘have been orphaned by the earthquake. ji . 


*-. Christopher King, in making his report, emphasises how great has been the 
work done by the people of Iran for those who have suffered in the disaster. 


He says that the roads have been choked with vehicles carrying food, 
clothing, blankets, tents, and medicines to the earthquake areas. Those who 
were taking medical courses in Germany have been flown back to help in the .; 
emergency health service, and supplies of all kinds have been flown in. 


: 
At every street corner in Teheran, people are collecting food, clothing, © 
money, and other necessities for the survivors of the earthquake, i 


EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES AID HONG KONG TYPHOON VICTIMS 


‘ 


special to EPS 


(Hong Kong) - A $310,000 emergency relief and disaster fund has been made avail- 
able by the Hong Kong Christian Welfare and Relief Council to aid victims of 
Typhoon Wanda which swept through the British Crown Colony on September 1. 

The Council is an agency of 15 Protestant church groups. 


The money is immediately available from a special fund set up by the 
Council in 1960. 


Latest reports indicate 127 persons killed, 54 missing, and 75,000 left 
homeless. Unofficially, it is expected the death toll will reach to between 
200 and 300. Property damage is estimated in the hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. ; . 


Church-related agencies were the first to distribute food and clothing 
in many of the disaster areas.- Church World Service and Lutheran World Service 
distributed more than 15,000 pounds of food and 2,000 pounds of clothing, 
6,400 cups of milk, and 20,000 high protein biscuits. 


The emergency fund will be used primarily to rebuild shacks in the refugee 
squatter areas. 


Half of the emergency fund has been given by the British Council of 
Churches. The other half has come from the National Council of Churches in 
New Zealand and from churches in other parts of the world. 


Immediately after its decision to make the emergency fund available, . the 
Council called Church World Service, New York, and the World Council: of 
Churches in Geneva to request that additional funds be earmarked for Hong Kong 
if the need should arise. 


Hardest hit was the eastern shore of the colony where giant waves driven 
by 140 mile per hour winds pounded the area, driving small fishing craft into 
the shopping centre and nearby railroad tracks. Two small villages in the 
area were completely destroyed, leaving 3,000 homeless. Hundreds of fishing 
junks at Aberdeen and other fishing centres were destroyed and sunk. A number 
of large ships dragged anchor in the harbour and six vessels ran aground. 

EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE ADMITS TWO AFRICAN CHURCHES 


(Ibadan, Nigeria) ~ The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (World Presbyterian 
Alliance) has admitted two African churches into full Alliance membership. 


They are the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ghana, and the African 
Reformed Church in Northern Rhodesia. The new members bring total Alliance . 
membership to 90 churches of which 46 are "younger churches" and 24 on the 
continent of Africa. | 


In another action, the 29-member Alliance Executive Committee meeting here 
agreed to hold its 19th General Council in Frankfurt-on-Main, Germany, 
August, 3-13, 1964. Theme of the meeting will be "Come, Creator Spirit". 
BPS, Geneva 


ASSEMBLIES OF GOD POLICY SHUNS HECUMENICAL PARTICIPATION 


(Springfield, Mo.) - The policy-making General Presbytery of the Assemblies of 
God, a US Pentecostal church, has adopted a resolution here asking the denom- 
ination's ministers and churches to refrain from participating in activities 
promoting the ecumenical movement. 


eee 
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It contended the movement is a "sign of the times contrary to. the real, 
Biblical doctrine of spiritual unity in the Church of Jesus Christ". 


Commenting on the resolution, the Rev. Thomas F. Zimmerman, the denomina- 
tion's general superintendent, said unity in Christ "is not in a massive world 
church which would have to compromise basic doctrinal positions for organiza- 
tion sake". 


The resolution, however, did not discourage Assemblies of God clergymen 
from belonging to local ministerial associations or from engaging in individual 
"witnessing". EPS, Geneva 


US CHURCHES! MESSAGE URGES REDEDICATION TO PEACE 


(New York) - War can be averted by "man working with God" states this year's 
World Order Sunday message of the National Council of Churches (USA), to be 
read in churches throughout the nation on October 21. 


The message issued. by the Council's Department of International Affairs, 
which sponsors the annual observance, calls upon Christians in America to 
rededicate themselves to "make more effective contributions to a world of 
large justice, freedom, and peace". 


Essential to "support our hope for peace", the message declares, is a 
knowledge and understanding of "even the hardest facts" concerning world 
issues. The message refers to the ecumenical movement as a way which "can 
help us in our learning, as we read and share in international Christian 
fellowship" to understand better the convictions and strivings of other people. 

EPS, Geneva 


MORE HUNGRY IN WORLD TODAY THAN BVER BEFORE, FAQ CHIEF ASSERTS 


(Rome) -°"There. are more hungry people in the world today than at any time in 
recorded history", Dr. Binay Ranjan Sen of India, director general of the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a speech here. 


* Warning that "hunger is an international responsibility", Dr. Sen said 
that between 300 million and 500 million people suffer from undernutrition 
and that a total of 1,000 to 1,500 million suffer from varying degrees of 
malnutrition. 


Dr. Sen gave the figures in an.address to the International Catholic | 
Rural Life Congress. EPS, Geneva 


INDIA FOOD DISTRIBUTION PROGRAMMES STUDIED 


(New Delhi) - A survey of its entire food distribution programme is underway 
by the Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies of the National Christian Council 
of India. | | 


The Committee, which: operates some 6,000 distribution centres served by 
480 "contact persons", said the review will seek to secure up-to-date informa- 
tion regarding the exact number of persons receiving aid, the procedures 
followed in distribution, and the actual stocks on hand. 


From the survey is expected to be developed more exact standards and. . 
criteria for distribution. . 
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The Committee said the survey has been prompted by the need to restudy 
the total programme in order to chart future needs, and to cooperate with an 
audit of its India programme being made by the US government's Agency for 
International Development which supplies the major portion of the food distri- 
buted by the Committee. EPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN CHURCHES PLAN MAJOR CONFERENCE 


(Kitwe, N.Rhodesia) - Preliminary plans for an assembly of churches in Africa 
to be held in Kampala, Uganda, April 20-30, 1963, have been made by an enlarged 
Provisional Committee of the All-Africa Church Conference meeting at the 
Mindolo Ecumenical Centre here. 


Sixty leaders and representatives from churches in 23 countries in Africa 
and Madagascar including two consultants from the World Council of Churches 
attended the meeting. 


The theme agreed upon for the assembly was "Freedom and Unity in Christ: 
Towards a Renewed Church in a New Africa". The 1963 assembly will be the 
second All-Africa gathering. The first was held in Ibadan, Nigeria, in 1958. 


The Committee made plans to issue invitations to churches and National 
Christian Councils in every part of Africa and Madagascar to send representa- 
tives to the assembly. It is expected that about 350 persons will attend. 


Among the topics to be discussed at the Kampala gathering will be 
"Christian Concern for the Family", "The Christian in the Community", "Economic 
Development in Africa and Christian Responsibility", "The Selfhood of the 
Church", and "Politics - Toward a Theology of Nationalism". 


The Committee also made a proposal for organizing the All-Africa Church 
Conference on a permanent basis, and to augment this proposal, suggested the 
establishment at the assembly of Commissions on Studies, Mission and Evangelism, 
Work of Men and Women in Church and Society, Youth, and Education. 


In another session the Committee heard reports of plans for. the All- 
Africa Christian Youth Assembly to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, December 27, 
1962, to January 7, 1963. It commended the preparatory work and pledged its 
continued cooperation. The Committee also received reports on some of the 
projects and other actions in which Conference member churches and councils 
have participated recently. These includes: Rapid Social Change studies; 
Urban Africa Project; African Writing Centre; Sunday School Curriculum; 
Theological Education Fund projects in Africa; Broadcasting and Audio-Visual 
Committee; and Women's World Day of Prayer All-Africa Fellowship. 


At the conclusion of the meeting an eight-member committee was named to 
continue plans for the Kampala assembly. EPS, Geneva 


WCC YOUTH DEPARTMENT NAMES NEW STAFF MEMBER 


(Geneva) - Rev.Willibert E. Gorzewski, a pastor in Hagen, Westphalia, West 
Germany, has been named an associate secretary in the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches, with responsibility for ecumenical youth service 
and work camps. 


He succeeds the Rev. Ralph Weltge who, after five years on the Department 
staff, has taken the position of secretary for Young Adult Work of the United 
Church of Christ in the USA. 


ce ee 
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In his new position, Mr. Gorzewski will help direct the WCC's ecumenical 
work camp programme in which some 1,100 youth volunteer their services to help 
others annually. He also will have a part in the supervision of the WCC's 
new long-term service camps, the first of which will open in Kenya in November 


Mr. Gorzewski, 33, is an ordained minister of the Evangelical Church of 
Westphalia. He has studied at the Universities of Ttibingen and Minster in 
Germany, and at the University of Vienna, Austria, and has participated widely 
in ecumenical work throughout Europe. He is married and the father of two 
-¢thildren. - EPS, Geneva 


23 OBSERVERS TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - The Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity has made public 
a list of 12 non-Roman Catholic church bodies which will he represented at the 
Second Vatican Council by delegate-observers. The list included several names 
which have not been previously announced. 


Those not named included: Dr. Douglas Horton, prominent US leader and 
former dean of Harvard Divinity School, who will represent the International 
Congregational Council. A second observer will be named by the Council at a 
later date. ae 


Dr. Richard K. Ullmann, a scholar and writer who lectures at Woodbrooke, 
a Quaker graduate school of religion in Birmingham, England, for the Friends! 
World Committee (Quakers). 


Father Youanna Girgis, inspector for the Egyptian Ministry of Public. 
Education, and Dr. Michael Tadros, adviser to the Court of Appeals, for the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt. 


In all there will be 23 observers from non-Roman churches at the Council. 
EPS, Geneva 


STX CHRISTIANS ELECTED LEGISLATORS IN JAPAN 


(Tokyo) - Six Christians, including a veteran legislator who was a leading 
layman in the former Japan Methodist Church, captured seats in the House of 
Councillors, the upper house of the Japanese Diet (Parliament) in recent. 
elections. . | 


In all ten Christian candidates ran for election. 


One.of the new Parliament members is Dr. Junzo Sadamord. {isc long-time 
member of the House of Councillors and one-time chairman of its Foreign Affai 
Committee. An independent in party affiliation, Dr. Sasamori was active in 
the Japan Methodist Church for many years before it merged with other denom- 
inations to form the United Church. He also is former president of Aoyama 
Gakuin University in Tokyo, one of Japan's largest Christian schools. He 
holds the doctor of philosophy degree. from Denver University, USA. 


A surprise of the election was the victory of the entire slate of candi- 
dates of the Soka Gakkai, one of the so-called "new religions" which have 
flourished in Japan since World War II. The Soka Gakkai, which is a militant 
evangelistic group of Buddhist background, now has 15 representatives in the 
House of Councillors, EPS, Genevé 
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WELSH CHURCHES STUDY UNITY TO GET $700,000 


(Shrewsbury, England) - Leaders of four Welsh churches met here to see whether 
they could unite and share a gift of £250,000 ($700,000). (See BPS No. 4). 


Sir David James, a Welsh-born millionaire, offered the money to the 
Baptist, Congregational, Presbyterian, and Methodist churches on the condition 
that they achieved unity within a year. He later extended the time limit to 
ten years. 


The leaders decided today to consult their own ministers and churchmen 
and meet again in about a month. 


Sir David, {4 years old, is a grain merchant and movie executive. He’ 
lives in Sussex, England. ‘EPS, Geneva 


ROMAN CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT COOPERATION ON MISSION FIELDS URGED 


(Neuendettelsau, Germany) - Global-level official conversations between Roman 
Catholic and non-Catholic Christian mission leaders have been advocated here’ 
by a prominent German Lutheran church executive. 


The Rev. Hugo Schnell said the Second Vatican Council could make "a really 
important ecumenical contribution if it would open the door for discussions". 
Mr. Schnell, who is an oberkirchenrat of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Germany in Hannover, addressed the Commission on World Mission of the 
Lutheran World Federation meeting here. 


Mr. Schnell said it is becoming “increasingly difficult for churches in 
the mission fields to appear as antagonists in bitter arguments, refusing each 
other fraternal respect. No one - not even Rome = can withdraw from the 
necessity for ecumenical cooperation in this shrunken world", he said. "He 
who would withdraw would block the advance of the Gospel." 


In other sessions the Commission took these actions: 


Appealed for prayer for Christians who for political or other reasons are 
still isolated from the world-wide fellowship of the Church. The resolution 
especially asked prayer for the Church in China. "We are waiting for the 
day," it said, "when the fellowship with Christians behind the Bamboo Curtain 
will be aie ted u 


Agreed to set up a joint body of Huropean and US mission agencies to 
assist the three Lutheran churches in Tanganyika. The move will eliminate 
present separate dealings by the three Tanganyikan churches with the mission 
Societies which provide them personnel, subsidies, and scholarships. 


Approved plans for an international Lutheran Consultation in 1964 on 
"The Church and the Jewish People", and for the Second All-Asia Lutheran 
Conference to be held in Sumatra, also in 1964. 


Appealed for the last $147,200 of capital funds needed to erect and equip 
a modern $3,000,000 Christian medical centre at Moshi, Tanganyika. 


Heard reports that a greatly widened interest inmissions has developed 
in the Scandinavian countries as a result of the current popularity of over- 
Seas development aid in those countries. 


Approved plans for nine African and. Asian community development projects 
Costing a total of $703,338. These include a trade school, agricultural 
training centres, several hospitals, adult literacy campaigns, and equipment 
for a church printing press. EPS, Geneva 
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MOST US PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO RETAIN RELIGIOUS PRACTICES 
ee ee A EU 


(New York) = A first sampling of practices in US public schools,. which opened . 
last week three months after the controversial Supreme Court decision regard- 
ing prayer, indicates the majority will continue their former practices of 
prayer and Bible reading. ‘(See EPS No. 26). 


The general trend of statements from state and city school officials 
reveals that they regard the Supreme Court decision as applying only to 
officially composed prayers, such as that composed by the New York State Board 
of Regents which was declared unconstitutional. 


According to Religious NewsService, published here, school officials do 
not believe the decision affects daily Bible reading without comment, or the 
recitation of the Lord!s Prayer, or other such common devotional practices in 
US public schools. 


(Some complications may arise, however, in New York State where many 
schools open with silent meditation. A drive is underway in the state by the 
American Legion, a veterans! group, which-has -asked its members to send their 
children to school with a copy of a prayer similar to that banned by the 
Supreme Court and to ask their teachers to allow them to recite it in class.) 


In most other states, school officials indicated they plan to continue 
their regular practices. In Massachusetts, Maine,and Alabama, the schools 
will continue to comply with a state law which requires the reading of Bible 
passages without comment. ~In Vermont. and Connecticut, the matter is left to 
local school units. 


In Florida, students will continue to have daily Bible readings, recita- 
tions of the Lord's Prayer, and the Singing of hymns. Prayers will-also start 
the school-day in North Carolina, . . eh EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE STUDY URGED IN RUSSIAN ATHEISM CLASSES 


(Moscow) - 4 prominent Soviet youth journal here said that "the very interest- 
ing character of religious preaching in the churches" in the USSR demands that 
the Russian school system use the Bible in the Communist war against religion. 


The article, which in effect admits that modern religious preaching is 
more effective than most atheist programmes in the school system, appeared in 
Komsomol Pravda, the most influential youth daily in Russia. 


It said that the Bible shovld be studied in order to "expose its relig- 
ious character". It also sharply critized "new atheistic subjects" introduced 
for compulsory study in all Russian high schools as "lagging behind new methods 
used by today's clergy". ee HPS, Geneva 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP LOSSES DECLINE IN EAST GERMANY 


(Berlin) - Membership losses in churches in East Germany declined sharply in 
1960, although they are still higher than the percentage loss in West Germany , 
according to new reports issued here by the Bureau of Statistics of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany. 


The Bureau figures show that the Church of Saxony, which had been heading 
the list of drop-outs after it lost 101,515 persons (or 109 persons per 
10,000 members ) in 1958, dropped to 66,698 losses in 1959 and to 54,838 in 1960. 
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The same trend was evident in the Church of Silesia which in 1958 lost 
3,576 members (169 per 10,000), whereas in 1960 the figure dropped to 2,159 
persons. Similar figures are available for other parts of Bast Germany. 


Evangelical Press Service (EPD), the influential daily German Protestant 
press service, commented that the new statistics lead it to believe that "the 
severe pressure on large parts of the population (in East Germany) to leave 
the church seems to have diminished", EPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND TO ADMIT 20 HONG KONG REFUGEE CHILDREN 


(Christchurch, New Zealand) - The Prime Minister of New Zealand has announced 
that the government will admit to the country 20 Chinese orphans from Hong 
Kong for adoption by New Zealand families. 


He said that although New Zealand had not previously offered to accept 
Chinese refugees for resettlement the decision to admit the refugee youngsters 
was taken as "a special humanitarian gesture" after numerous approaches to the 
government on their behalf had been made by several interested organizations. 


The Australian government recently turned down a request by Australian 
churches to admit Hong Kong refugee children into that country. (See EPS 
ito} 42°) EPS, Geneva 


WEST GERMANY-ISRABL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS URGED 


(Berlin) - Establishment of diplomatic relations between the West German 
Federal Republic and Israel was urged here by one of West Berlin's most 
prominent Protestant leaders. 


He was Probst (Dean) Heinrich Grueber, Lutheran churchman, who spoke at 
a meeting in West Berlin sponsored by youth organizations of the Socialist 
and Christian Democratic parties. 


The meeting advocated normal diplomatic ties between West Germany and 
Israel and sent a petition to the Bonn Parliament. asking it to make efforts 
toward this end. 


(So far the West German government has not sought diplomatic relations 
with Israel, mainly because of objections by some Arab countries. ) . 


. Endorsing the meeting's goal, Dean Grueber stressed that "a positive 
attitude toward the state of Israel does not necessitate any anti-Arab 
sentiments". : 


He added that Germans have special obligations towards Israel and the 
whole Jewish people, and that "we cannot accept any pressure which would limit 
tthe fulfilment of these obligations. The world must understand," he declared, 
"that more than in the case of any other nation by recognizing and supporting 
Israel we are trying to atone for our past sins." KBPS, Geneva 


REPORT, ON PAROCHIAL SCHOOL INTEGRATION 


(New Orleans, La.) - Latest reports indicate parochial school integration in 


the 25 Roman Catholic schools here is proceeding peacefully. The schools were’ 


desegregated by order of Archbishop Joseph Francis Rummel in March. The order 
touched off a long series of anti-integrationist demonstrations, 
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The report said that throughout the diocese about 190 Negro pupils were 
enrolled in 36 previously all-white parochial schools. At 23 of the schools 
over-all attendance was reported to have declined, but it rose at the other 13. 


However, there were two trouble spots in the diocese. These were in 
Westwego, a suburb about ten miles from New Orleans, and in Buras, about sixty 
miles south, ‘ 


At Westwego, on the second day of school integration, a crowd of about 
200 whites jeered a young Negro mother and someone threw a stone at her car. 
The car's windshield was smashed, but otherwise the crowd was held in check by 
police. 


Sixteen white children attended the school at Buras but all five Negro 
pupils who had enrolled were absent. The school has been the target of 
threats and pressures from militant anti-integrationists. Last year it had an 
all-white enrollment of about 340. a ria 


Meanwhile, it was announced last week that all but six of the 146 Roman 
Catholic dioceses in the USA have racially integrated schools. The National 
Catholic Confezénce for Inter-racial Justice said three of the six are in 
Louisiana, and one each in Mississipi, Alabama, and Florida. EPS, Geneva 


LAST OF JAILED CLERGY RELEASED 


(Albany, Ga.) - The last 16 clergy and lay leaders, Dart olead Croup site fs 

won their release from prison here on $200 bond each. The inter-racial group 
many from the North and Midwest, had been arrested at a prayer rally to protest 
against segregation in Albany. (See EPS No. 32). a 


Included among the 16 freed were 11 ministers who had fasted during the 
six days they spent in jail. Some of the others in the group of 75 had fasted 
at least 24 hours while held, or had skipped meals as a symbol of protest 
against discrimination in this city's public facilities. 


It was reported that some of the ministers had held a Communion service 
in prison, using a "baking powder biscuit and a bottle of grape soda pop". 


A spokesman for the released group, the Rev. Douglas Still of the Greater 
Chicago Federation of Churches, said they would return home "with a new sense 
of commitment to the problem of segregation". All those arrested, he observed, 
were aware that the segregation problem was not localized in Albany only but . 
was national. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


A consultation of some 140 representatives of New Zealand churches called¥ 
by the East Asian Christian Conference and the New Zealand National Council 
of Churches will be held November 27-30, in Christchurch. Conference speakers © 
will include Dr. D.T. Niles, of Jaffna, Ceylon, EACC general secretary, and 
Mr. M.M. Thomas, of Bangalore, India, EACC secretary for Church and Society. 
Representatives from a number of Australian churches also are expected to — 
attend. | 
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A new Methodist Church nurses! training school has been opened in West 
Germany. Twenty trainees are enrolled for the first year, six of whom are 
planning to become deaconesses, and 14 of whom will work for a variety of 
charitable organizations. 

x * 
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Churches in Norway have sent two military planes, loaned by the Norwegian 
government, to Teheran, Iran, with 1,300 kilos of medicaments valued at 
$11,000 to aid earthquake victims. 


* te oe 


of the Congo's interior has been launched by missionaries of the Presbyterian 
Church in the US (Southern). The denomination!s Board of World Missions : 
said the vehicle, which holds about 4 tons of books, will be used to supply 
stock to a chain of bookstores and for evangelistic rallies. Literature also 
will be sold from the truck in various parts of the Congo. 


A "bookmobile" to distribute Christian literature in cities and villages 
q 


* * * { 


Whether or not it should apply for membership in the World Council of 
Churches is expected to be a principal question under discussion by the annual j 
assembly of the Baptist Union of Scotland to be held in Edinburgh, October 22-25. 


* * * 


The Anglican Church of Canada voted at its triennial General Synod to 
permit Church of South India bishops and episcopally-ordained clergy to cele- 
brate Holy Communion in Anglican churches while visiting Canada. A recommend- 
ation by the Anglican Committee on Church Relations that CSI bishops and 
clergy be barred from Anglican churches if they held Communion services in 
non-Anglican churches in Canada was rejected by the synod. Bishops of each 
of the 28 Canadian Anglican dioceses still have the right to refuse permission 
to CSI ministers or clergy of other churches to celebrate communion in churches 
of their dioceses. 


We Gh Js 


Delegates to the annual assembly of the Armenian Church Youth Organizaticn 
of America have voted to begin negotiations to join the United Christian Youth 
Movement which is affiliated with the National Council of Churches (USA). A 
Similar resolution was approved at last year's assembly, but the General 
Council of the ACYOA reported that it had not yet taken definite steps to 

apply for membership, 


% i * 


The Rev. Hallam Shorrock, Asia Secretary of the World Council of Churches! 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, has been named vice- 
president for Financial Affairs of the International Christian University, 
Tokyo. He will be succeeded in the WCC post by Dr. J. Harry Haines, a US 
Methodist, who will work in association with Mr. Shorrock until Mr. Shorrock 
leaves the staff the end of January, 1963. Mr. Shorrock has been on the WCC 
staff since April, 1961. Earlier he spent ten years in Japan and three years 
in Korea as a missionary of the Disciples of Christ Church (USA). 


cal phic as) Ae 


A Roman Catholic priest from Chile, Father Carlos Pape, is preparing his 
doctorate thesis on Protestant missionaries in Latin America. KIPA, the 
international Roman Catholic news service, said he chose the subject because 
"so much prejudice and ignorance still exists" about it and he hopes the 
thesis will pave the way to better understanding. 


* * * 
The efforts of children of the pastors in Leipzig-Gohlis, Bast Germany, 
will help save the ancient Church of Reconciliation in the city. The young- 


sters organized a chamber music concert and raised DM 1,500 ($350) to help pay il 
for repairs to the landmark. EPS, Geneva | 
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_ Special Report 


POPE ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - Pope John XXIII has announced detailed arrangements for the Second 
Vatican Council which opens in Rome on October ll. 


In an apostolic letter issued last week the Pope made a series of appoint 
ments of Council leaders and issued a set of rules by which the Council will 
‘be governed. He also listed subjects to be dealt with by the Council's ten 
working commissions, Lvov e 


ii 


The letter said the regulations have been devised to ensure the smooth 
working of what will be, in the number of its participants, the greatest | 
Council’ ever held in the history of the church. More than 2,500 churchmen 
from the rank of bishop up are expected to attend. — ; 


The appointments made by the Pope include a markedly international selec- 
tion of ten cardinals to serve as the Council's presidents. The ten represent 
nine nationalities - French (2), Argentinian, Dutch, Syrian, Australian, 
German, Spanish, Italian, and the USA. 


The Pope also named the ten chairmen of the working commissions and a : 
seven-member secretariat for Extra-Ordinary Affairs. All of the appointees — 
are cardinals. te fe 


li The working commissions will deal with faith and morals, with bishops 

_and the government of dioceses, the Oriental churches, the discipline of the 
Sacraments, the discipline of the clergy and of the Christian people,. the 
religious, missions, sacred liturgy, seminaries and Catholic schools, and, 
finally, the apostolate of the laity, the press, and entertainment. These 
ten commissions correspond to the preparatory commissions for the Council with 
the exception that the commission for the lay apostolate has been merged with 
a preparatory secretariat for press and entertainment. ba 


Regulations issued regarding the conduct of the Council included these 
main points: ne . 


Latin will be the official language of the Council. Other languages may 
be used during sessions of the ten working commissions, but there must be 
immediate translation into Latin. 


‘Three kinds of sessions will be held... The first will be the public 
sessions at which the Pope will preside and which will be given over mainly 
to the final voting on decrees and canons previously discussed and prepared. 
The second will be general congregations (closed working sessions) in which 
discussions will be held and papers prepared on various subjects to be 
presented to the public sessions. These will be presided over in turn by. one 
of the ten -cardinals serving on the Council presidium. . The third will be the 
sessions of the ten commissions which have the task of making amendments and 
further elaborations of decrees. 


A two-thirds majority will be required for the adoption of a resolution 
at any of three types of meetings. The result of a vote on any decree or can 
must be communicated to the Pope who, if he approves, will make his consent 
known by reciting a Latin formula. | | 


The Pope also announced the regulations dealing with observers from non- 
Catholic bodies. The first part of the regulations specified that they may 
-attend the public’ sessions, save in special cases, and the general congrega~ 
tions but that they do not have permission to speak or vote. i. 
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They said these observers, however, may not participate in the sessions 
of the Council commissions without the consent of the legitimate authorities, 
They added that the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity would be the 
official organ of the Council for contacts with observers. 


The appointments made by the Pope are as follows; 
Cardinals who are to form the Presidency Councils 


Kugene Cardinal Tisserant, French Dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals 
‘and Prefect of Sacred Congregation of Ceremonies; Achille Cardinal Leinart, 
Bishop of Lille, France; Ignatius Gabriel Tappouni, Patriarch of Antioch of 

the Syrians; and Norman Thomas Cardinal Gilroy, Archbishop of Sydney, Australia. 


Also, Enrico Cardinal Pla y Deniel, Archbishop of Toledo, Spain; Joseph 
Cardinal Frings, Archbishop of Cologne, Germany; Ernesto Cardinal hurtin. 
Archbishop of Palermo, Italy; Antonio Cardinal Caggiano, Archbishop of 
Buenos Aires; Bernard Johan Cardinal Alfrink, Archbishop of Utrecht, the 
Netherlands; and Francis Cardinal Spellman, New York, USA. 


Cardinals who are to preside over the commissionsof the Councils 


Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani, Doctrine, Faith and Morals; Paolo Cardinal 
Marella, Bishops and Government of Dioceses; Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicog- 
nani, Oriental Church; Benedetto Cardinal Aloisi Masella, Sacraments; Pietro 
Cardinal Ciriaci, Discipline of the Clergy and of the Christian People; 
Valerio Cardinal Valeri, Religious; Gregory Peter Cardinal Agagianian, 
Missions; Arcadio Cardinal Larraona, Sacred Liturgy; Giuseppe Cardinal 
Pizzardo, Seminaries and Catholic Studies and schools; and Fernando Cardinal 
Cento, apostolate of the laity, press, and entertainments. 


Cardinals who are to compose the Secretariat; -~ 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani of Italy, the Apostolic Secretary of 
State; Giuseppe Cardinal Siri, Archbishop of Genoa, Italy; Giovanni Battista 
Cardinal Montini, Archbishop of Milan, Italy; Carlo Cardinal Confalonieri of 
Italy, Secretary of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation; Julius Cardinal 
Doepfner, Archbishop of Munich and Freising, Germany; Leon Joseph Cardinal 
Suenens, Archbishop of Mechelen-Brussels, Belgium; and Albert Gregory 
Cardinal Myer, Archbishop of Chicago, Ill., USA. EPS, Geneva 
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KENYA AFRICAN LEADERS STRESS NEED FOR EXPATRIATE SERVICE 


(Nairobi) - A group of African leaders of Kenya's Protestant churches has 
issued a statement deploring "unfortunate and unfounded rumours" that ex- 
patriate workers will not be required in Kenya in the future, and stressing 
the continued need for the church bo play, an important ‘part iin the country! Ss 
educational development. 


The group, which is made up exclusively of the African leaders of the 
member churches of the Kenya Christian Council, declared that Kenya will con- 
tinue to need expatriates in the field of education for many years to come. 
They said that established educational systems in the country should not be 
"unduly upset" by rumours spreading in Kenya and overseas that foreigners will 
no longer be welcome. 


"Such propaganda spread by opportunista will endanger recruitment of 
Suitable staff for essential service in Kenya", they declared. "It will be a 
very sad thing if personnel and financial support, which is usually guaranteed 
through church managements, is diverted to other countries, and thus it may 
force the Kenya government to curtail some of the services so dearly needed. 
We feel this country cannot afford to lose the contribution of the churches 
in the educational system." 


The statement was issued by the third meeting of the Kenya African Church 
Leaders' Conference. The meeting was chaired by the Anglican Bishop of Fort 
eell, the Rt. Rev. Ok: iah Kariuki. 
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Another section of the statement, dealing with relations between churches © 
and missionary societies, described "full integration" as the goal, and 
emphasized that "the church aie feel free to use peoples of other races and — 
tribes in her service", 


In a first section of the statement, underlining the goal of Christian 
unity, the conference members pledged themselves "to work together and to show, 
not only with words, but with deeds also that we are DEATHS lever: 
EPS, Geneva — 


UNITED PRESBYTERIANS ASK PRAYER FOR VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Chicago) - A call for Presbyterians to pray for the Second Vatican Council 
was issued here by the Commission of Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


This was the second such call for prayers made to a major non-Roman.. 
Catholic church in this country. The first, addressed to the nation's 
3,500,000 Episcopalians, was issued by Presiding Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger. 


In its statement to the 3,200,000 members of the Presbyterian church, 
the commission noted that America's Roman Catholic bishops had urged not only | 
Catholics but "all our non-Catholic brethren who glory in the name of Christ 
to join us in asking that the Holy Spirit enlighten and guide the Ecumenical 
Council so that it may become an instrument for the promotion of Christian 
unity according to the mind of Christ. 


"In praying for the AER AG ie and guidance of the Holy Spirit on the 
Council's deliberations the commission recognizes that in addition to theologis 
eal aifferences many of-the-rifts-in-the Body of Christ-have been caused by 
motivations of pride and prejudice", the statement said. 


The commission said that in the "midst of international dilemmas, itvig 
a cause for rejoicing that a new climate of charity is evident among those who 
name Jesus Christ as Lord". | | EPS, Geneva 4 


DR. HELLSTERN TO HEAD CHURCHES' ALGERIAN RELIEE COMMITTER 


(Geneva) - Dr. Heinrich Hellstern, Zurich, director of HBKS, es agency of - 
_the Swiss Protestant churches, has been Vomit wees coe of .the Christian 
Committee for Service in Algeria. Dr. Hellstern also will continue as direct 
of HEKS, which he has headed since 1945. . 


In his new position Dr. Hellstern will direct a programme which will 
provide comprehensive relief, medical care, material aid, technical training, 
and education for several thousands of Algerians.at an Saaeeen cost of 
ol, 400,000 in its first year of operation. 


Dr. Hellstern was named to the post at a meeting of Committee members 
held at World Council of Churches headquarters here. The Committee represent 
churches in Switzerland, the USA, Great Britain, France, Germany, and several 
other countries. It also includes, in addition to the WCC, :the YMCA, the 
YWCA, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Presbyterian Alliance and 
several other international church bodies. 


Dr. Hellstern is expected to leave for Algeria in early October. His 
headquarters will be in Algiers, : ; 
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Through agreement with Algerian authorities and other welfare agencies 

_ working in the country, Committee work will be concentrated in two areas - 
Constantine and Zoui - where, according to Algerian government statistics, 
there are an estimated 1,000,000 persons in "total need". The government uses 
the term "total need" to designate persons without any source of income. 


The Committee programme is expected eventually to employ some 100 doctors, 
nurses, teachers, agriculturalists, and other technicians. 


- Immediate project under the comprehensive programme will be distribution 
of food and clothing. Estimated food supplies required for each month include 
12,000 tons of wheat, 500 tons of oil, 500 tons of beans, 400 tons of sugar, 
and 125 tons of soap. A major portion of this, with the exception of the © 
sugar and soap, is expected to be donated by the US government from surplus 
supplies. Appeals for sugar and soap have gone out to the Committee's 
agencies and their member bodies. It also +s-asking the agencies:for-"un- . 
limited amounts" of blankets and suitable clothing for-.men and children,. 


In addition ‘to relief distribution the Committee will set up mobile 
clinics to provide health and medical services. | Ne tole Ply 


social and educational services, literacy work, community training, and 
rural work rrojectswill be carried out on behalf of the Committee by CIMADE, 
relief agency of the French Protestant churches, and through the programmes 
of the Mennonite Central Committee and The Methodist Church (USA) which 
already are working in the country. The Lutheran World Federation also is 
sponsoring aid projects in the country. 


‘The Committee heard a report that churches and agencies have already con- 
tributed or pledged $819,320 towards the 1,400,000 goal for the first year. 
In addition they have sent in material aid valued at $159,088. EPS, Geneva 


INDIA'S COURT BARS RESTRICTIONS ON CHURCH-RELATED SCHOOLS 
an ee RED OU RUO LD 


(New Nebhi}+ India's: Supreme Court has upheld the "absolute right" of relig- 
ious and linguistic minorities to establish and administer educational 
institutions. 


It ruled against Gujarat State which sought to control enrollment at a--- 
school operated by the Gujarat and Kathiawar Presbyterian. Joint,Board. As 
announced, the state's interference could have affected all church-related 
educational institutions. . 


The justicessaid the state, through passage of laws and "executive 
restrictions", had violated Article 30 (1) of the Indian Constitution: "All 
‘Minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to 
establish and administer educational institutions of their choice." 


Involved in the case was the Mary Brown Memorial Training College, oper- 
ated by the Presbyterian Joint Board which also maintains some 40 primary - 
schools in the state. They are conducted for the benefit of the denominations 
of the United Church of Northern India and Indian Christians generally. 


+ 


The training college was accredited by the state and recéived grants-in- 
aid from the. government. 
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The Presbyterian Joint Board protested when Gujarat's director of educa- 
tion informed the college that 80 per cent of admissions must be allocated to 
the state, which would nominate students for the teachers! college. He also 
stipulated that the school's principal could not admit more than 20 per cent 
of the student body without government approval. Failure to comply, the 
Gujarat official warned, would result in withdrawal of state recongition of 
the college and of all grant-in-aid funds. 


The Rev. Sidhrajbhai Sabhai and other members of the Presbyterian Joint 
Board petitioned the Indian Supreme Court for relief from such restrictions. 


Justice Jayantilal Chhotalal Shan delivered the court's decision which 
ruled in favour of the church-related school. HPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL MAY DISCUSS RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, "MIXED" MARRIAGES 


NCL MAL Dl OO 8 


(Rome ) - Religious freedom and the guestion of marriages between Roman Catholics 
and Protestants may be discussed at the Second Vatican Council. 


The topics are among several hundred items listed on the provisional 
agenda for the Council issued by the Vatican. Contained in 119 separate pam- 
phliets totalling 2,060 pages, the agenda represents the work of a variety of 


preparatory commissions and secretariats since plans for the Council were 
first announced three years ag0- 


The proposal to discuss religious liberty comes from the Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, which has also suggested numerous other topics including 
Catholic ecumenicity, the need for prayer for unity, and the Word of God as 
the way to unity. 


The question of mixed marriages has been proposed by the Commission for 
the Sacraments, which also listed questions of confirmation, confession, 
preparation for marriage, and impediments to marriage. 


It is not certain all the items on-the provisional agenda will be ‘included 
on the final agenda and new'topics may be introduced later. EPS, Geneva 


ASIAN CHURCHES TO AID IRAN QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The East Asia Christian Conference (FACC) has appealed to its 
member churches for funds to support the project to re-build an Tranian village 
destroyed by earthquake, it has been reported here. (See EPS No. 33). 


The Rev, Alan A. Brash, BACC Inter-Church Aid secretary, said the Confer- 
ence decided to make the appeal despite the fact that, "apart from the general 
poverty of the Asian churches, there are emergency situations in no less than 
three of the countries in our region. 


“We believe, however", he said, "that it is the mind of the Asian churches 
to give as well as to receive, and it seems wholly fitting that we should give » 


to a country outside, but bordering, our region in an act of service to pre- 
dominantly Muslim people." 


The appeal to re-build the Iranian village is being sponsored by the 
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the World Council 
of Churches. In recent years the HACC has supported WCC appeuls for emergency 
programmes in Japan, Hast Pakistan, and Burma and in each case some ten to 
twelve Asian countries donated funds. EPS, Geneva 
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EAST GERMAN "PROGRESSIVE" PASTORS DENOUNCE KRUMMACHER ELECTION 
ee LUN 


(Berlin) - The re-election of Bishop Friederich W. Krummacher as chairman of 
the East Evangelical Church Leaders! Conference has evoked strong criticism 
from the East German Association of "Progressive" Pastors, 


An editorial in the September issue. of the Association's bulletin’ 
declared that Bishop Krummacher is not qualified to speak for the East German 
churches in their relations with the government, and further, that the govern- 
ment will not recognize him as the churches! representative. 


The chairman-of the Conference is regarded as the spokesman for the. 
evangelical churches in East Germany. 


The bulletin said that Bishop Krummacher's re-election by the Confer- 
ence in July is destroying the confidence which Dr. Moritz Mitzenheim (Bishop 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thuringia) "through his untiring efforts 
had worked to establish. . ." 


Dr. Krummacher, who is Bishop of the Evangelical Church of Pomerania, 
was. first named chairman in 1960 for a two-year term, succeeding Lutheran 
Fishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin after Bishop Dibelius refused re-election 
because of a continued ban by the East German government against his entry 


into East Germany and because of his planned retirement from all church 
offices. . Ay 


Dr. Mitzenheim was elected vice-president of the Conference in 1960, but 
was not re-elected at this year's session. Bishop Gottfried Noth, of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, was named to replace him. 


The Association said that no members of the Conference who were responsi- 
ble for the election defeat of Dr. Mitzenheim. can replace him in his capacity 
as "the representative of the Protestant churches in Fast Germany" with the 
Bast German government, wher EPS, Geneva 


PRESBYTERIAN-DISCIPLES OPEN CONGO SEMINARY 
NN ME NL 


(Luluabourg, Congo) - A year ago, the doors of a Congo Presbyterian seminary 
were closed. The reason: the students were either in the army or unable to 
reach the school because of the fighting. The few students who could go were 
sent to join a Disciples of Christ seminary in Coquilhatville. 


This fall the school is being moved and re-opened at Luluabourg, capital 
of the Kasai Province. It will be a joint effort of the Disciples (USA) and 
the Presbyterian missions and churches in Congo, in an attempt to méet a ~ 
critical shortage of trained pastors, 


A Congolese faculty and a Presbyterian US missionary, the Rev. Jack 
Crawford, are completing preparations for this school year. A four-year course 
of ministerial training will be offered, 


Pastors. are greatly needed throughout central Congo because tribal con- 
flict during the past two years has disrupted established congregations, and 
because the few high school graduates are under great pressures. to choose 


_ among a wide variety of high paying positions in other fields. EPS, Geneva 


“US GROUP LAUDS CHURCH IN SOVIET UNION 


(Moscow) - Members of a United States Protestant delegation said here that 


they had been deeply impressed by the vitality of the Russian Orthodox Church, 
(See EPS No. 9). 


ae 
i, _-s 
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Visiting churches almost every day during their three-week tour of the 
Soviet Union, the Americans: found them crowded with worshippers. 


Views on conditions of the Russian church were given at a news conference 
by the thirteen-member delegation from the National Council of Churches ona 
Christ in the USA, which had been the guest of the Orthodox Church under an 
exchange arrangement. A Russian Orthodox group is scheduled to visit the 
United States in February; 1963. 


J. Irwin Miller, of Columbus, Ind., president of the National Council 
and delegation chairman, said he had been "surprised to find groups of young 
children, younger women, and men of all ages" among church-goers in twelve 
Soviet cities visited. 


Mr. Miller, who is a lay official of the Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ), said his own observations had not tallied with reports that most of 
the worshipperswere older women. . 


Farlier this year it was:reported to delegates to a congress OLY aie 
Komsomol (Young Communist League) that Russian Orthodox priests were using 4 
modern approach to win the allegiance of the young, taking them on hikes, 
playing soccer with them, and singing songs. 


Communist party propagandists have been calling for special efforts to 
halt church-organized games among children, especially among those whose 
parents are Christian. EPS, Geneva 


FIVE PASTORS! CONFERENCES IN VIET-NAM 


(Saigon, Viet-nam) - The Christian and Missionary Alliance Church in Viet-Nam ~ 
. sponsored five pastors! conferences during the month of August. 


The five three-day conferences were held in the cities of Saigon, 
Vinhlong, Banmethuot, Tourane, and Dalat. Three of the conferences were 
conducted by Vietnamese pastors, and two by pastors from tribal areas. 


FENS (Far Eastern News Service) reports that many of the meetings were 
held with the sound of mortar fire and bombing in the background. It said 
most of the tribal pastors came from areas where foreign personnel could never 
go because 'the doors are closing to the missionaries in all except the 
larger cities". EPS, Geneva 


3,500 DECISIONS FOR CHRIST IN BRAZIL CAMPAIGN 


Boece eee ee nog mee aan eas eae STE Ee 


(Sao Paulo) - Some 3,500 persons made "decisions for Christ" during a week- 
long evangelistic campaign conducted jointly in the state of Sao Paulo by 
123 Baptist churches, 


Mr. H. Earl Peacock, a missionary of the Southern Baptist Church (usa), @ 
secretary of the campaign, reported that in the week preceding the campaign 
street. meetings were held nightly in various parts of Campinas. During the 
campaign itself meetings were held daily at noon in the central square of Sao 
Paulo City where 500 persons made "decisions". 


An estimated 35,000 persons attended, 4a yaily in Sao Paulo which conclude 
with a mile-long parade of floats, a band, choir, and 100 standards bearing | 
the campaign theme, "Christ is the Only Hope". The campaign was the largest” 
ever held by Baptists in Brazil. EPS, Geneva 


’ 
é 
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QUSTED BISHOP LISTS FOUR ISSUES FACING GHANA 


(Nottingham) - The Bishop of Accra, the Rt. Rev. R.R. Roseveare, who was an 
recently expelled, said that. four issues now faced the church in Ghana. © (See 


EPS No. 30)., 


Preaching at St. George's Church, where he was once a curate, he said 
they were: 1. The principle of responsible free Speech. in, the country on-all 
matters; 2. The general relationship betweén the Church and the State; 

3. The right of church leaders to speak out responsibly, even if what they 
Said was strongly critical of the State; and 4. His return to his diocese in 
Accra. . 


NTE it is easier and better for the first three issues to be settled 
without me, I will stay out", the Bishop said. "I am going to wait and see," 
EPS, Geneva 


APRICAN CHURCHES PLAN MAJOR CONFERENCE ON-EBDUCATION 
NNUAL LUN 


(Salisbury, S.Rhodesia) - A major conference on the role of Protestant churches 
in African education will be held here December 29-January 10, under auspices 
of the All-Africa Church Conference. me te 


-...The conference will bring together some 120 church and mission leaders, 
educators, and others from more than 25 African countries to consider a wide 
range of questions dealing with the present state of education on the contin- 
ent and the contribution the churches can make to educational development, 
especially in the newly independent countries. 


Conference chairman will be Dr. Robert Gardiner, executive secretary of 
the United Nations! Economic Commission for Africa. . 


Major work of the conference will be done in four sessions which will 
meet concurrently and will deal with the Church and State in Education, . 
Resources, the Content of Education, and New Challenges in Education, -Bach 
section will prepare reports to be presented to a final plenary session. 


In addition, two small groups of experts will mest during the conference 
to discuss Principles of Christian Education, and Educational Policy and 
Planning, . i 


An announcement of plans for the conference welcomed "the Signs of 
positive re-thinking of education" in Africa. "In tTheypast",° th satdy° the 
Churches pioneered in edusation and thus laid the foundation of the new 
states by providing over the years a body of people capable of teking up 
responsibilities of the varied life of the new states. The salisbury confer-~ 
ence will need to examine the assumptions and the basis of past missionary 
endeavour in the field of education." Pas 


The announcement noted as a-“sign of new advances in African education 
the conference of educators from 39 African countries held in 1961 in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, under auspices of the UN Education, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO). That conference conceived of education as a means of 
improving general living standards, 


While Africans must be "helped vigorously" to do this, the announcement 

“said, the Salisbury conference must examine the goals of education very care- 
“fully for “man has other needs apart from physical and material well being", 

and his "deeper needs are real, and more than food and Shelter", 


EPS, Geneva .- 
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NEW CHAPEL FOR STATELESS REFUGER COMMUNITY 


(Bielefeld, Germany) - A new, inter-confessional chapel has been consecrated 
at the Beckhof settlement for refugees at Bielefeld, Germany. The new church 
has separate rooms for services for Roman Catholic , Protestant, and Orthodox 
yollevers. 


The community currently numbers 220 persons from ten Hastern European 
countries, all of whom came to Germany as refugees following the end of World 
War Il. 


The Beckhof settlement was established during World Refugee Year as a 
cooperative venture by the relief agency of the Evangelical Church of West- 
phalia; the Red Cross; Caritas, Roman Catholic Relief Agency; and other 
‘Sroups. EPS, Geneva 


NUNCONDITIONAL LOYALTY" TO STATE HELD NOT REQUIRED OF CHRISTIAN 


"UNCON Oe eo ea nee eo 


(Capetown, S.Africa) - A Christian does not owe “unconditional or unqualified" 
loyalty to the state, the new moderator of the Presbyterian Church of South 
Africa declared here. 


Speaking at his installation, the Rev. James Rodger asserted that while 
the church and nation "are really one community", a Christian citizen must 
realize that “in the last resort there is one supreme authority to obey - 
God!s authority. 


"No government", he continued, tig likely to tolerate a deliberate ignor- 
ing of its laws, but it is our duty always to bring the law of the land in 
line with the law of God." 


Mr. Rodger observed that Christians "must avoid excessive violence in 
expressing their convictions". He also stressed that "it is a Christian's 
obligation to maintain the right of every man to play his role in society, 
with race.or colour being no bar to his opportunity or fulfillment". 

EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira, head of the Greek Orthodox Church 
in Britain and western Europe, is seriously ill in hospital at Hampstead, 
England. 


* ae nh Brae 


The first issue of Breakthrough, a new Christian magazine for students, 
will be published in Britain on October 12. Breakthrough is the result of a 
merger between two former magazines, Student Movement (a publication of the 
British Student Christian Movement) and the old Breakthrough (started by 
Oxford students in 1960). Editors said the aim of the new magazine is to ! 
present the challenge of the Christian Gospel in terms relevant to present daj 
students. A large part of the magazine will be written by students. 


* * * 


An institute of church music has been opened in Zurich, Switzerland, by 
the Evangelical Reformed Church of Zurich, to promote better choir and congre= 
gational singing. : 


4 
* ee * ; 
} 
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A year-long, nation-wide celebration in the USA of the 10th anniversary 
of the publication of the Revised Standard Version of the Bible will begin in 
New York on September 40 with an interdenominational service of thanksgiving, 
The Revised Standard Version was produced by a committee of 32 scholars who 
began their work in 1937. The project was sponsored by the International 
Council of Religious Education which is now the National Council's Division 
of Christian Education, sae 


* ¥* * 


Dr. Joost de Blank, 53, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, and one of South 
Africa's most active and. outspoken clergymen, has suffered a cerebral throm- 
bosis, brought about by fatigue and strain. This was disclosed in Capetown by 
his physicians, who said they have ordered him to leave for Burope for a 
complete rest. The Archbishop was scheduled to leave by planeon September 18. 
The Anglican prelate said he hoped to return to Capetown early in November. 


* kK 


Roman Catholic churches in Paris will provide only one. "olags' *of funeral 

and one of marriage ceremonies starting next month instead of the--present 12 
Olasses of funeral. and 10 classes of marriage, Making the announcement 

Cardinal Feltin, Archbishop of Paris, told a meeting of priests of the Paris 
diocese: "For many we are men of money and that's a slogan we must dispel." 
At present marriages range from one class costing nothing to one at NF 1,100 
(about $224). The funeral ceremony most generally adopted is Class 3, costing 
NF 370 (about $75). Prices for the new "one-elass" ceremonies have not yet 
been announced, 


* * * 


The possibility of establishing a centre for conferences and retreats for 
churches and Christian organizations in South India is being investigated by 
a special committee headed by Dr. J.R. Chandran, principal of the United 
Theological College, Bangalore, India. . 


* * 0 


The Faith and Order Commission of the National Council of Churches. of New 

_Zealand is preparing for the Third National Faith and Order Conference to be 
held in that country early in 1964. Five regional commissions have been work- 
ing on aspects of the fundamental question, "What is Our Gospel?" In order to 
involve the congregations as well as individual theologians in the discussion, 
a@ popular study book is being produced for use in the parishes during 1963. 
The studies will raise the same issues as are being faced at the national 
conference. Earlier national Faith and Order conferences have been held in 
New Zealand in 1947 and 1955. 


* * * 


September 11 marked the 150th anniversary of the formation of the Stuttgart 
Bible Society, described at its inception as "a Bible institution for the poor 
in the Protestant part of the Kingdom of Wirttemberg". From very small. begin- 
nings it has grown to a highly respected publishing house with its own print-~ 
ing plant, and is well known for the scholarly works it produces as well as for 
its Bible editions. The occasion is to be marked in November by various special 
events, including a commemorative service in the Stiftkirche in Stuttgart, and 
by the holding of two exhibitions, one of historically valuable Bibles and 
modern editions, and the other a display of modern graphic art illustrating 


the Bible. 
% #0 


i. 
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The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan) will hold its 12th biennial 
Ceneral Assembly in Tokyo, October 23-26. At that time the four hundred dele- 
gates, laymen and ministers, will elect Kyodan officers and committee members, 
receive reports on church affairs since the 1960 Assembly, and act on new 
matters brought before the Assembly by committees and delegate groups. This 
Weak, od OF eens first time, invitations have been extended to cooperating 
churches in the United States, Canada, and Germany, as well as to united 
churches in Okinawa, the Philippines, and other countries, to send fraternal 
delegates. 


* carl we tea 


The Unitas Association, @ Roman Catholic organization to promote studies 
and activities related to the advancement of Christian unity, has opened new 
and expanded offices in Rome. One section of the new offices will be the 
Unitas Foyer, 2 hospitality centre for the many non-Catholics who come to Rome 
and visit the city's numerous Christian shrines. Director of the Unitas 
Association is Father Charles Boyer, Sede, renowned French theologian and 
ecumenist. The organization, which was founded in 1945, publishes a scholarly 
review, Unitas, in four language editions - Italian, French, English, and 
Spanish. Father Boyer is editor-in-chief. The periodical presents and eval- 
uates developments in the unity movement among poth Catholics and non-Catholics 
throughout the world. 


’ 


* * * 


The Anglican Bishop of Kalgoorlie, Australia, the Rt. Rev. Cecil E.B. 
Muschamp, speaking at at, John's Cathedral, declared that clergy should refuse 
to baptize children of parents who have ttwot fulfilled. their obligations to — 
older children". Bishop Muschamp said the church should take this action 
because such parents have "petrayed their trust". 


Fei» Beal Re 


Forty-five Asian students from 12 countries studying in burope met at 
Seengen, Switzerland, for ten days to discuss together common problems and 
goals. Most of the group was Christian, but it also included Hindus, Buddhists 
and atheists. ‘The theme of the meeting was "His is the Glory". Discussion 
topics included modern nationhood and nationalism, and the intellectual and 
the mass movements, world religions and the Christian faith, and the Christian 
and politics. The meeting was sponsored by the John Knox House, Presbyterian 
student centre in Geneva; the World Student Christian Federation; the Bast 
Asia Christian Conference; and the Laity Department of the World Council of 
Churches. 

x * > % 


Over £60,000 ($168,000 ) has been raised by member churches of the New 
Zealand National Council of Churches as a result of their Inter-Church Aid 
appeal launched at Christmas, 1961. The figure was £15,000 ($ 42,000 Ween: 
excess of the target. For Christmas 1962, the target will be £55,000 ($154,00 
and will include projects in Africa and the Pacific. Some 1,350 out of a 
possible 1,400 congregations responded to the appeal. Income has quadrupled 
an the last five years. Almost all the money has been allocated to Inter- 
Church Aid projects in Asia, and contributions have also been made to the 
Service Programme of the World Council of Churches and to:work in the Middle 
Hast. 

x * * 
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Dr. R. Newton Flew has died at the age of 76. A British Methodist, Dr. 
Flew played an important role in the ecumenical movement in the period which 
laid the foundations for the World Council of Churches. As president of 
Wesley House,! Cambridge, and as president of the Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Great Britain, he worked Closely with the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Rt. Rev. William Temple, and others in the formative years of the Faith 
and Order movement. He was a member and subsequently vice-chairman of the 
Continuation Committee of the Faith and Order Conference of Edinburgh, in 1937, 
and chairman of the Commission on the Nature of the Church from 1947 to the 
Faith and Order Conference held in Lund, Sweden, in 1952. In this capacity 
he edited the Lund preparatory volume on "The Nature of the Church". 


* * * 


Numerous Roman Catholic and Protestant church leaders are featured in a 
new Italian television series titled "1962 - Year of the Vatican Council". 
They include Athenagoras I, the Ecumenical Patriarch; Dr. W.A. Visser t+ 
Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches; and several Roman 
Catholic cardinals. 


713 * va 


Representatives of Orthodox churches around the world will be invited to 
attend ceremonies next year marking the 1,000th anniversary of the founding 
of the monastery at Mount Athos, Greece. The invitations will be issued by 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul, which is arranging the observance. 
The synod of the Mount Athos. community recently decided to appoint a permanent 
representative to the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


* * * 


A Bible Week organized on an ecumenical basis will be held in Manila, -the 
Philippines, in December. Three other Asian countries are also planning 
Similar Bible weeks in 1963. This report was given at a meeting of the Asian 
Advisory Committee of the United Bible Society held recently in Bangalore. 

The Committee head reports that Surveys on the use of the Bible in Ceylon and 
Malaya have been completed and detailed findings will be issued goon. 


* * * 


The Lutheran Church in America has asked its Board of Social Ministry to 
include Supreme Court decisions on Bible reading and school prayers as a part 
of a study by its Commission ‘on Church-State Relations in.a Pluralistic 
Society. The Commission, composed of nine scholars and churchmen drawn from 
all of the major Lutheran bodies in America, has been engaged in exploratory 
aspects of its assignment since last March, and is pointing toward a compre- 
hensive report in 1964, EPS, Geneva 


NEW PHOTOGRAPHS AVAILABLE 


A new selection of photographs are available from the World Council of 
Churches! Department of Information on the following subjects: 


1. Algerian refugees - conditions and needs, and the churches! 
programmes to aid them 

2. Iran earthquake - views of damage 

3. Ecumenical team in northem Greece 

4, Ecumenical work camp in Greece 


For prices and further information write to Mr. John Taylor, Information 
Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 
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ANGLICAN EVANGRHLICAL CHURCHMEN SAY FORM OF MINISTRY 
SHOULD NOT BAR INTERCOMMUNION 


(Oxford) - Intercommunion among Anglicans and the Free Churches should not 
depend upon whether the Free Churches accept the Churth of England's traditional 
form of episcopal ministry, members of the 1962 Oxford Conference of Evangelical 
Churchmen said in a statement issued here. 


The statement issued by the conference, which was attended by some 150 
persons including women and candidates for ordination, declared that it is 
"on-Anglican" to make intercommunion dependent upon other churches! acceptance 
of the Anglican system of priesthood. It declared: 


While valuing for ourselves the historic episcopate as a form of church 
order of proved worth, and believing that it is an appropriate basis upon 
which the unity in a future reunited church in England may’ be expressed and 
maintained, we regard it as un-Anglican to press it on non-episcopal churches 

so as to make intercommunion depend on their prior acceptance of it." 


The Rev. Thomas Hewitt, secretary of the Church Society, which organizes 
the Oxford Conference, said that intercommunion with Free Churches could come 
about immediately if the conference's findings were accepted. He said the 
Anglo-Catholics took their view of the church's ministry from the second and 
third centuries, but the conference wanted "to get back to the New Testament". 


"In the Church-of England",he said, "we value our bishops, priests, and 
deacons, but we do not believe such a form of church order should be forced on 
non-episcopal churches ~ the Baptists, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians - 
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but that we should have intercommunion with them straight away. If our find- 
ings at this conference were accepted by the Church of England as a whole there 
would be no difficulty about intereommunion. I think the Free Churches would 
accept the substance of what we have agreed." 


The conference also stated that "full communion should be extended to 
churches united on such a basis as that of the South India Church without 
resort to theologically ambiguous rites for unification of ministries". 

EPS, Geneva 


SURVEY INDICATES US CATHOLICS WISH GREATER ROLE FOR LAITY 


(New York) - Nine out of ten US Catholic lay people think that some changes in 
the life of the Catholic Church are needed, according to a national sampling 
of opinion conducted by Eucharist, a monthly magazine for laymen, published: 
here by the Blessed Sacrament Fathers. 


Of the more than 2,000 lay’ men and women maid eb TLAAG to a questionnaire, 
the vast’ majority hope es the Second Vatican Council will give them a furthel 
role in the life of the’ churches and take steps toward. Christian unity. Their 
responses were to a 24-question form distributed by Hucharist in cooperation 
with 20 Catholic weeklies im various parts of the country. 


Ninety-two per cent. ‘of the respondents thought it should be made clear 
to non-Catholics that, provided essentials are safeguarded, the church should 
make every possible iene to improve chances for Christian unity. On this 
question, Eucharist commented that "this strong affirmation suggests that 
Catholics living in a pluralistic, post-Protestant America believe that some 
of the church!s older strictures against dialogue Wie non-Catholics are now 
obsolete", 


The highest ereon tend ingen ae any quiere tiewel on.-- ha wees eat Pam REM 5 the 
liturgy. In this area 97 per cent of the respondents said they want effective 
Buidance -to make the liturgy better understood and. lived. Seventy-one per 


‘cent of those answering the poll.urged. introduction of: English in the Masse 


* polytechnic training centre, had been approved by government after six years 


Greater stress on and instruction in the Bible was requested by 88 per cent. 


On their own role as laymen, 89 per cent saw a need of better channels 
for the laity to express their views to the hierarchy and 84 per cent felt 
‘there should: be a SISO TH cane nig be role for the: Rice in church and school 
administration, : 4 pied. Seg: os _ EPS, Geneva 


ae : ae Be: . | 
SASP COMMITTEE AUTHORISES ACTION IN INDIA AND AFRICA . | the 
(Geneva ): - At its. second meeting, held here this week, the Committee. for. 
Specialized Assistance: to Social Programmes (SASP), an: ad. hoc body of experts 
called together by the World Council of Churches to advise on proposed project 
of unusual complexity, recommended that a team should ‘be sent to’ India to | 
‘consult about the future of the Polytechnic and Village Industries Project; 
in Nazareth, South India. 


The invitation: to.send such a team came from the Church of: South Tinea 
which found, almost overnight, that a comprehensive undertaking, centred at a 


(of effort. 120 students have taken up residence in an incomplete building. 


The Church of South India reported that unless substantial sums of money 
- estimated to total $650,000 - can be found quickly, the project was in grav 
danger of collapsing. 
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SASP, after long discussion, recommended that the World Council of 
Churches should seek funds to keep the polytechnic going until a team of 
experts had held local consultations and reported back. 


The Committee recommended that the team should spend a month in India, 
preferably in January, 1964, and that it should be lea by Mr. Kenneth L. Morris, 
a Canadian metallurgist and mechanical engineer, whose services have been made 
available by the United Church of Canada, 


It also suggested that the other members of the team should be a Swiss 
industrial engineer, an Indian economist, and an American Methodist missionary 
in India who has knowledge of the problems of village industry and development. 
The executive secretary of the team will be chosen by "Bread for the World", 

a relief organization of the German churches, 


The SASP Committee also considered plans for an industrial training 
institute sponsored by the Mar Thoma Church in Kerala, India, and authorized 
the sending of a Swiss engineer to investigate, 


Mr. Paul Abrecht, executive Secretary of the WCC's Department on Church 
and Society, was asked to discuss a study project with the Christian Council 
of Tanganyika. This study would relate to a comprehensive urban project which 
the council is considering for building and staffing hostels, community and 
conference centres, and providing leadership training courses. ; 


The Department on Church and Society was also asked, through Mr. Abrecht, 
to back a study of rural responsibility in Nigeria. 


It was recommended that a project for community and training centres in 
in Uganda should be supported by the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service; and that a team formed by the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in Uruguay should be supported by SASP to make a survey of the social 
consequences of Uruguay's land tenure system, BPS, Geneva 


“BUSINESS AS USUAL" IN TYPHOON-DAMACED HONG KONG 
evi NSS AS USUAL" IN TYPHOON-DAMAGED HONG KONG 
(Special to EPS) 


(Hong Kong) - Three weeks after the typhoon which struck here September 1, the 
massive work of clearing up is almost complete. Emergency repairs to damaged 
property are being completed rapidly and even in badly stricken areas liké 
Shatin there is an air of "business as usual". (See EPS No. 5). 


The period of mass feeding (at one time {0,000 meals were being prepared) 
dasted no more than two weeks. Attention is now being given to investigation 
of losses sustained so that grants from the relief funds can be given 
effectively. 


The Community Relief Trust Fund administered by the Social Welfare Depart- 
Ment of the Hong Kong government has now passed.the total ‘of HK $2,500,000 
Bepprex. US $440,000). This isthe main source of relief help. By grants and 
toans fishermen and farmers are able to re-start ,work, houses and shops can be 
Tebuilt. Most of the damage was not covered by insurance, 


The Disaster Fund of the Christian Welfare and Relief Committee is being 
disbursed by the Protestant relief ageneles on a zoning plan. Lutheran World 
ervice is responsible for the Eastern Area of New Territories (this includes 
reas of great damage); the Salvation Army for the Western Area; the 
resbyterians are covering the resettlement areas. Church World Service is 
supplying goods to all.areas. 
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Records of all individuals helped are kept at the Central Relief Record 
Office. In this way overlapping between relief agencies is prevented. 


In addition to the Social Welfare Department, the Protestant CWRC and 
Roman Catholic Caritas, the Chinese Kaifong groups are also active. These are 
district associations, based on traditional Chinese groups, but developed in 
Hong Kong as centres for social service and good relationships. EPS, Geneva 


CANADIAN CHURCHES! TALKS AT STANDSTILL 


(London, Ont.) - The 20th biennial General Council of the United Church of 
‘Canada in session here has been told by its committee on union that talks 
looking towards merger with the Anglican Church of Canada have made "little, 
if any, progress", The report said negotiations have come to a standstill 
over the problem of ordinations and cited the Anglican reluctance to accept 
as valid the ministries of those not ordained by bishops. 


The 2,606,000 member United Church was formed in 1925 by a merger of 
Methodists, Congregationalists, and most Presbyterians. 


However, Dr. A.B.B. Moore, of Toronto, committee chairman, said the talks 
would continue: ‘They have now been in progress - on and off - for nearly 20 
years. He also noted that the two-way talks may be expanded to include the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. (This church consists of those Presbyterians 
who were not part of the 1925 merger. ) ; 


"The Presbyterians are in conversation with the Anglicans, and we are in 
conversation with the Anglicans, but we are not talking to each other," 
Dr. Moore said. 


Dr. Moore, who is president of Victoria College, University of Toronto; 
told the council he believed the growth of world-wide confessional groups 
such as the Anglican communion and the World Presbyterian Alliance had slowed | 
progress towards organic unity in Canada. Those who would normally be leading 
the way in Canada are caught up in the world-wide ecumenical movement, he said 


Later, the General Council héard from fraternal delegates sent by both 
Anglican and Presbyterian communions. 


Anglican Bishop George N. Luxton of Huron, Ont., said that progress in 
United Church-Anglican relations over the last six years had been "micro- 
scopic. I wish I could come here to assure you of the prayers and love of 
Anglicans, but I feel that I can't. I!m not sure that Anglicans are praying 
for you here", he said. . 


In other sessions the General CoumoOLa. 


Recommended a gradual transfer of national sovereignty by all countries 
to internationally recognized bodies like the United Nations and the World 
‘Court "in the interests of peace’. The resolution also recommended as steps 
toward peace continued opposition to nuclear weapons, self-determination for | 
all peoples, and extension of the freedom of religion, press, speech, and 
assembly; in 


Rejected a recommendation that would have called for a government censor 
ship board with control over literature; 


; ’ 
Approved a report urging 2 tightening of its discipline on baptism, 
confirmation, Holy Communion, and church membership. It said. baptism should. 
be administered only to children whose parents or suardians - or both - have 
been baptized and are in good standing with the church. The section on memb 
ship said the church should enforce more strictly the removal from church 
rolls of members who have been absent for more than three years; 
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Called upon its members.to pray for the success of the Second Vatican 
Councils 


Adopted a 60,000-word report which calls upon the federal government to 
appoint a royal commission to consider a liberalization of divorcee laws to 
include grounds other than adultery; 


Established a Commission on Immigration and asked for an investigation of 
Canadian government immigration policies. It also endorsed a plea by the 
Canadian Council of Churches that Canada accept at least 10,000 refugees from 
Hong Kong and pledged the church's assistance to them. Canada has announced 
it will accept 100 families and 59 arrived in June. EPS, Geneva 


OPPOSITION TO ROMAN CATHOLIC PLEA FOR STATE AID TO AUSTRALIAN CHURCH SCHOOLS 
et EN EAN CRUG SCHOOLS 


(Sydney) - The New South Wales Council of Churches, representing Anglican and 
Protestant churches, has reacted strongly to a petition by Norman Cardinal 
Gilroy, Roman Catholic archbishop of Sydney, asking state assistance for 
church-related schools, 


Cardinal Gilroy delivered the petition in person to Premier Heffron, 
and observers believe the action indicates the Roman Catholic Church is prepared 
to launch an Australia-wide campaign for aid to church schools, 


The Rev. B.G. Judd, council secretary, said a council deputation would 
seek trom Mr, Heffron’ a reaffirmation of the state government's policy against 
aid. 


The Sydney Diocesan Synod of the Church of Kngland is expected to reaffirm 
its opposition to the principle of state aid for private schools when it meets 
Octover 8, but the decision is not expected to be unanimous. When the synod 
declared its attitude on the issue last year a number of the 500 laymen and 
ministers present voted against the decision which was taken after a 90-minute 
debate. 


In August, the Anglican and Roman Catholic archbishops of Perth made a 
joint appeal to the Province of Western Australia for state aid to church- 
maintained schools. HPS, Geneva 


MULTI-RACTAL CONGREGATION HELD SUCCESSFUL IN SOUTH AFRICA 
ee EN OUT APTI OR 


(Capetown) - An experiment in running a church congregation on multi-racial 

lines has proved a success since its inception last March, an East London 

delegate told the General Assembly of the ‘Presbyterian Church in South Africa 
Which met here. (See EPS No. 15). 


The Rev. J.D. Robertson said services were held every Sunday evening and 
"the atmosphere was alive, hopeful, and noticeably devoid of racial tension. 
The races", he’said, "mixed without artificiality, reserve, or forwardness", 
and "their mutual acceptance was genuine and happy". 


The Presbyterian Church in South Africa is generally regarded as one of 
the more conservative denominations in regard to interracial mixing at church 
services. 


Mr. Robertson reported that the "experimental" congregation consisted of 
about 50 per cent whites, the rest being a mixture of Africans and Coloureds. 
EPS, Geneva 


ws 
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NUMBER OF THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS DECLINES IN BAST GERMANY 


(Berlin) - Enrollment of Protestant theological students in Fast German uni- 
versities continued its decline last year according to the 1961 Statistical 
Year Book issued by the German Democratic Republic. 


Of a total of 74,205 students enrolled at Rast German universities, only 
549 were studying at the evangelical faculties, it disclosed. Evangelical 
seminarians numbered 585 in 1960; there were 675 in 1959, and 751.30 L058. 
About one-third of all pastorates in the Soviet zone have no incumbent. 


In contrast, 3,565 Protestant youths are studying for the ministry in 
West Germany. 


Religious leaders attribute the decrease in the number of seminarians to 
pressure aimed at discouraging youth from religious vocations. To cope with 
the situation, Bast German churches have begun to’ admit laymen without full” ~ 
theological training to pastoral posts. After a short period of instruction 
at preachers! seminaries and a probationary period, the young men are assigned 
to the same duties as "academic" pastors. At the same time, the churches are 
recuiting laymen to take over a large share of parish welfare work and assign-- 
ments normally handled by deacons. EPS, Geneva 


POLISH CHURCHES PUBLISH FIRST ISSUE OF NEW ECUMENICAL REVIEW 


(Warsaw ) -~ The first issue of the new Polish Ecumenical Review has been 
published in Warsaw by the Polish Ecumenical Council. It is being printed in 
English and German. 


An introductory article to the 19-page review stresses the ties of the 
Polish churches to the World Council of Churches and notes that in Poland the 
ecumenical movement "has found favourable conditions for development", ands Pre 
of "great significance" for Polish churches. "Undoubtedly", it says, ."it has 
contributed towards a reconciliation between Polish minority churches, doing 
away with many prejudices, and to fraternal cooperation in the ecumenical 
mission among those who are searching for clear Christian thought". 


It notes that "in Poland ecumenical activity is becoming better understood 
by several churches and is spreading and deepening with the passing of time", 


Speaking of the World Council of Churches, it says the Polish churches 
"highly appreciate the living contacts" with the WCC and that, thanks to its... 
help, many churches destroyed during the war have been rebuilt, theological 
books have been received, and ministers living in difficult financial or 
health situations have received aid. "This fact strengthens their will to 
perfect their work and to mobilize the Polish churches, together with other 
churches - members of the World Council of Churches - to realize the command- 
ments of service, testimony, and unity", it declared. - 


Members of the Polish Ecumenical Council are the Lutheran, Presbyterian, 
Polish Catholic, Orthodox, Baptist, Methodist, United Evangelical, and Old 
Catholic Churches and the Christian Academy of Theology. EPS, Geneva | 


NORDIC DISPUTE WANING OVER WOMEN PASTORS 


(Stockholm) - New developments in lutheran ’Seandinavia's controversial issue 
of women in the ministry of the church have lost most of their power to 
arouse intense debate, according to the Lutheran World Federation's press 
service. 
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It reported that press and people took little note in recent weeks when 
a Swedish bishop ordained a pastor's wife and a Norwegian bishop appointed a 
retired clergyman to minister periodically to dissenting members of a parish 
Served: by ai woman, 


Ordination of the fifth woman theologian in the Church of Sweden was 
performed here on September 16 by Bishop Helge Ljungberg. She is 30-year-old 
Mrs. Barbro Nordholm-Stahl, a 1958 theological graduate and mother of an 
18-month-old son, ay 


Appointed to a Stockholm pastorate, she is the first woman admitted to--: 
this country's Lutheran ministry since the spring of 1961. The first three 
were ordained in 1960, Mrs. Nordholm-Stahl first made application in that 
year but was turned down for a technical reason, 


In Sweden, the battle line between Supporters and opponents of women's 
ordination now seems to be in the field of ecclesiastical appointments. The 
government, which makes the appointments with the advice of church authorities, 
Seeks to appear as not overrating the decisiveness of candidates! views on 
this question, but Opponents of women pastors claim that members of their party 
are discriminated against. 


Meanwhile, in.Norway Bishop Monrad Norderval of the diocese of North 
Halogaland and Mrs. Ingrid Bjerkas, that country's first woman Lutheran pastor, 
have reached agreement on an arrangement to assure alternate ministerial care 
for 96 of Mrs. Bjerkas! parishioners, EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN METHODISTS REPUDIATE GOVERNMENT!S RACIAL POLICIES 


(Capetown) ~ The Methodist Church in South Africa has published a special 
pamphlet, categorically repudiating the government's apartheid policy and 
voicing its determination to introduce multi-racial worship and fellowship in 
all its congregations, | 


Observers described the statement as the strongest attack on racial 
discrimination yet made by the church, which claims one million members. The 
pamphlet said Methodists would work sincerely for the eradication of all racial 
discrimination, and would resolutely oppose all political and secular attitudes 
conflicting with the Christian Gospel, 


It said the church's policies would be "guided, not by any political 
ideology, but by Christian principles", - 


It also stressed that church leaders would be appointed in the future on 
the basis of merit alone, and every office would be open to men of all races, 
with no attempt at. racial grouping inside the church being tolerated. 

° EPS, Geneva 


‘WCC RESETTLED 1,224 REFUGEES IN AUGUST 


(Geneva) - During the month of August 1,224 refugees were resettled in 15 
Countries by the Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


The greatest number - 696 - went to Australia with the USA receiving the 
Second highest total of 429 persons. Next highest on the list were Brazil 
Which took 44, and Canada which took 24. 
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The greatest number of refugees came from Greece — 512, followed by the 
Netherlands with 327. The group from the Netherlands were mainly Dutch from 
Tndonesias ° All: of them: went to the USA. 


The August figures pring to a total of 9,348 the number of persons 
resettled by the World Council thus far this year. Of these Australia has 
welcomed 4,568 and the USA 3,874- EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN BAPTISTS VOT AGAINST WCC AFFILIATION 


(Sydney) - The Triennial Conference of the Baptist Union of Australia, meeting 
here, has voted against affiliating with the World Council of Churches. The 
Union has a membership of 130,000 persons. 


Victoria was the only one of six state unions to recommend affiliation 
with the WCC. . The vote of the Triennial Conference followed a mandate of the 
. previous conference which had directed a study and ballot on the proposal: 


: A majority of the state unions also voted against membership in the 
Australian Council of Churches. 


A resolution stated that tat the same time we assure our prethren in the 
Lord of the other denominations that we will happily continue to work with 
- them in our joint task of spreading the Gospel and relieving the needy". 
. EPS, Geneva 


USSR TRADE UNIONS SABK UO INTENSIFY ANTI-RELIGIOUS PROPAGANDA 


(Moscow) - Russian tradé union wembers have been exhorted to join the campaign 
to advance atheist propaganda in the USSR and “unmask the ideology" of the 
Christian churches. 


A resolution adopted by the Central Trade Union Committee here calls 
upon its members to "educate the workers in scientific atheism" by house- to- 
house visits and by propaganda through the press, radio, television, and — 
cinema. | EPS, Geneva 


NEW LAW TIGHTENS RESTRICTIONS ON MISSION WORK IN SUDAN 


(Khartoum) - The Sudan government has imposed new restrictions on missionary 
activity in thiscountry wrore the Christian community is a tiny minority of 
95,000 persons in a total population of 11,490,000. : 


Under a new "Missionary Societies Act", which comes into effect on Novembe 
15, youth under the age of 19 will have to have their parents! written consent — 
and government approval pefore they can be baptised. They will also need 
similar approval before they can be enrolled in a seminary or other church- 
related educational institution. 


The law also will require that missionaries must re-apply annually tor.. ™ 
renewal of their residence permits and gives the government the right to © 
inspect mission property and to review sources of mission income. 

EPS, Géneva 
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CHANGE IN MIXED MARRIAGE LAW OPPOSED 


(Fribourg) - An influential Roman Catholic press service published here has 
issued an article strongly opposing any change in Roman Catholic Church law 
regarding mixed marriages, 


The international agency KIPA in an unsigned lengthy article also said 
that the topic is unsuitable for discussion at the Second Vatican Council 
because the Council should deal only with questions of world-wide importance 
and "the problem is not of this proportion at the present time", 


It warned also that any liberalization would "further increase the dis- 
tance" between the Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church. 


The article declared that the problems do not arise because of the Roman 
Catholic law but-because of the differences in faith, and that neither 
Protestants nor Roman Catholics would derive any tinea sot benefit from a 
change in present legislation. It asserted that the real task of the churches 
lies in providing the proper spiritual care for their members involved in such 
marriages. 


"With the low level of faith prevalent today", it added, "the average 
mixed marriage constitutes a menace to the Christian faith." . 


It quotes statistics that according to Protestant sources only 25 per 
cent, and according to Catholic sources only 44 per cent, of the Catholics who 
have married Protestants have adhered to the prescribed form of the marriage 
contract. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


The Assembly of the Hierarchy of the Greek Orthodox Church may meet in 
October, despite earlier reports that the meeting would not be held. If the 
meeting does take place one of the agenda items will be the church!s relation-~ 
Ship to the Second Vatican Council, 


Fey Mdeat CN 


Nine prominent Protestant and Roman Catholic Dutch theologians are at 
work preparing an ecumenical study correspondence course which will start on 
Reformation Day, October 31. The course will consist of a series of "lectures" 
which will be mailed to students once a fortnight. At the conclusion of 
each "lecture" students will be assigned subjects for essays. At the end of 
twenty "lectures" students and teachers will meet to discuss any questions 
and further ideas, 


* * * 


sone ten thousand signatures to a petition asking for the introduction of 
Civil marriages in Israel have been collected by the League To Combat Religious 
Intolerance. The League is seeking legislation which would permit marriage by 
either a Rabbi or government registrar, and creates numerous legal difficulties 
for persons married by civil officals and for their children. 


Rope Wiicar ty Piz 


Pastor Gottfried Wandersleb of Herne, West Germany, has been ordered to 
pay a fine of DM200 (about $50) or he imprisoned for twenty days for helping 
_ organize a sit-down demonstration against a new rocket site at the Glamorgan 
. Barracks in Duisburg. The strike was sponsored by the International League of 
Conscientious Objectors. 
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An evangelistic mission in 40 churches and communities in Brazil will be 
conducted October 25-November 11 by. 39 Methodist ministers and one layman’ from 
the USA. Sponsoring the crusadeare the Methodist General Boards of Missions 
and Evangelism which have headquarters in Nashville, Tenn., USA. Following 
the mission the American Methodists will tour South America to observe the work 
of Christian missions in Peru, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay » and Panama, as well 
as Brazil. The autonomous Methodist Church of Brazil has about 55,000 members 
in 400 churches and 1,000 other preaching places. 


ar, te 


The Universe and Catholic Times, Britain's leading Roman Catholic weekly, 
announced that it would publish a geries of articles in which Anglican and 
Free Church leaders would "express their case in the discussion about Christia 
unity. Phe first Protestant article, the paper said, would be contributed by 
the Rev. Rudolph J. Ehrlich of the Church of Scotland, Convener of the Ecumeni 
cal Committee of the Presbytery of Edinburgh. , It said that concurrently with 
each of the statements from Anglican, Baptist, Methodist, and Church of Scot-~ 
land churchmen appearing in the Universe, Roman Catholic Archbishop John a 
Keenan of Liverpool would provide a commenvary noting the differences that 
keep their churches apart from Rome, and at the end would write a final articl 
summarizing the series. 


See ete Pe 


Some 200 churchmen from 22 countries of both Eastern and Western Europe 
will meet in Nyborg, Denmark, October 1-5, for the Third Conference. of. 
European Churches. Main theme will be "The Church in Europe and the Crisis 
of Modern Man". If attendance is as great as anticipated it will be the 
largest of any of the three conferences. Of the total number 125 will be 
official delegates of their churches and the remainder representatives of 
various international organizations, and advisors and staff. The conference 
4s an informal organization of Huropean church leaders without ties to any 
other body. Executive secretary is Dr. Glen Garfield Williams, secretary for 
Europe of the Division of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches. 


xX * -* 


The opening ceremony of the Ecumenical Council of the Roman Catholic 
Church on October 11 will be televised in Europe and relayed to the United 
States via the Telstar communications satellite. 


Observance of the 200th anniversary of the founding of The Methodist 
Church in the United States will begin with a worship service at the historic 
Evans House near Westminster, Md., USA, on October 6. 


saciid, aittay AMO G0 


The Bible Society of South Africa, an associate of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, claims that South Africans buy more Bibles per head tr 
any other nation on earth. Last year the society sold 250,000 Bibles in 60 
languages in South Africa, and the demand is increasing at such a rate that i 
can hardly cope with all the orders, it announced. 

¥ * -* 

' The Ven. John M. Burgess, Archdeacon of Boston, has been elected a suffi 
agan bishop of the diocese of Massachusetts of the Protestant Episcopal Churt 
(USA).. Chureh officials said he would be the first Negro to serve as a bish¢ 
of white Episcopalian congregations in the United States. There are no-Negmr 
bishops at the present time in the church in the United States. Church sour 


said that Alabama had once had a Negro suffragan bishop whose ministry was 
limited to non-whites. 
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A demand that recitation of the Lord's Prayer and reading from the Bible 
be discontinued immediately as part of the opening exercises of the public 
schoolsin the District of Columbia has been made by the National Capital Area 
Chapter of the American Civil Liberties Union. Ina strongly-worded letter to 
the district's Board of Education, the civil liberties group said that the 
board's rule that classes must open with recitation of the Lord's Prayer and 
a reading, without comment, from the Bible "clearly establishes a religious 
Service in the opening exercises". (See EPS No. 33). 


* * % 


A statement alerting the churches of Hawaii "to recurrent efforts to 
introduce legalized gambling" in the islands has been issued by the Honolulu 
Council of Churches, "These efforts", it says, "have grown in intensity and 
sophistication" causing concerned citizens to be on the alert. The council 
reported that a Citizens' Committee for the Prevention of Parimutual Gambling 
is being reactivated. As part of the its campaign against legalized gambling, 
the council is also circulating the Methodist film, "Where Fortune Smiles", to 
local churches, 


* * ray 


Although the Baptist World Alliance has decided not to encourage an 
invitation to the Second Vatican Council, at least two prominent US Baptists 
are planning to attend in unofficial capacities, it has been reported by the 
Kuropean Baptist Press Service. The service said Dr. Stanley I.Stuber, execu- 
tive secretary of the Missouri Council of Churches, and Dr. Walter Harrelson, 
who is studying at the Vatican on a year's leave of absence from the faculty 
of Vanderbilt University, Tenn., will attend as press representatives. It said 
Dr. Stuber has already received press accreditation and Dr. Harrelson has 
applied for credentials. Dr. Stuber has long been active in the American 
Baptist convention and is former director of its press relations department. 


* * * 


A striking new booklet titled "Statistics of Hunger" has been issued by 
the Freedom From Hunger Campaign of the UN's Food and Agriculture Organization. 
The booklet contains 5{ pages of detailed statistical charts documenting sub- 
jects including world population distribution in relation to calorie and 
protein intake, income, arable land, and agricultural productivity. It also 
forecasts world population and agricultural and production trends. Copies are 
available from FAO offices in Rome, 


* aS * 


Membership of the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada has increased from 
Boei51/40'143,877, a growth of 51 per cent between 1951 and 1961, the 24rd 
biennial general conference of the PAC was told at a meeting in Kdmonton, Alta. 
Despite the increase in membership, a decrease in the number of missionaries 
mas been so extensive that a number of fields are short of competent staff, it 
Was reported. It showed there were 115 active missionaries employed in 1961 
and only 95 this year. Greatest decrease was in Kenya where the number has 
dropped from 41 to 32 over the year. 


* * * 


Beginning this autumn, the Church of Finland plans to send three more of 
its pastors to Canada to minister to Finnish immigrants within the parish 
framework of the newly formed Lutheran Church in America. This was announced 
in Helsinki by the general secretary of the Finnish church's Society for Con- 
éregational Work, the Rev. Kusti Korhonen, who this summer visited Canada to . 
Survey the situation and confer with church officials. In the past 15 years 4 
more than 15,000 Finns have emigrated to Canada, settling in widely scattered 
localities, 


led 


if 
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The Rev. Alexander Schmemann, a professor at St. Vladimir's Orthodox 
Theological Seminary in Tuckahoe, New York, (USA); has been named by the 
school!s faculty council to serve as an observer to the Second Vatican Council. 
This action was taken in response to an invitation sent to the seminary by 
Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. Seminary spokenen stressed that although Prof. Schmemann is a member 
of the Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America and has received the 
permission of Metropolitan Leonty, head of the church, to attend the Council, 
he will not be officially representing the church. 


* * * 


Leadership training, termed by some the "number one need" of Brazilian 
churches today, has been undertaken jointly in Patrocinio by the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil and Presbyterian US missionaries. Two Sunday school: conven- 
tions have just been completed in the heart of Brazil, at Patrocinio and at 
Ceres, interior towns not far from Brazil's new capital, Brasilia. Hach 
convention lasted for three days and included studies on all phases of Sunday 
school work and extension, on work with children, youth, and adults,. More 
conventions of this type are being planned. 


* * * 


Twelve hundred White Russian refugees from China will arrive in Australia 
as migrants during the next few months, Radio Australia has reported. The 
migrants are being sponsored by the Australian Council of Churches and United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugecs. Australian church organizations will 

help to find housing and jobs for the newcomers. 


* * * 


Dr. Heinrich Grtiber, dean of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of West 
Berlin, was the recipient of an honorary doctor of divinity degree awarded 
today (September 28) by Bethany Biblical Seminary, Chicago, Tide wha yin 
Cerman churchman was cited for his work in reconciling the Jewish and the 
Christian communities in Europe and the evangelical church of the Bast and 
West zones of Germany. 


* * * 


The Lutheran World Federation!s North American member churches and the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have agreed to coordinate their pastoral - 
ministries in institutions. All the churches concerned have now ratified an 
agreement that will establish a "consulting committee" to coordinate Lutheran ~ 
pastoral activities in health, welfare, and correctional institutions. The 
joint ministry has been planned to coordinate and improve services to 
institutionalized Lutherans who, "because of circumstances, illness and other ~ 

factors, require services which cannot readily be rendered by the parish . 
pastor".. EPS, Geneva ~ 


. 
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GHANA COUNCIL SUPPORTS RIGHT OF CHURCH 
TO SPEAK OUT ON PERTINENT ISSUES 


(Accra) - A statement issued here by the Christian Council of Ghana explicitly 
"recognizes the right of the Church to affirm its conviction that the Church 
has its right and duty to speak on any issues which affect the spiritual and 
moral welfare of its members and the nation generally', 


The brief statement, which was signed by the Council's general Secretary, 
the Rev. T.A. Osei, said that the Council has made "representations" to the 
government regarding recent events. 


In August the Rt. Rev. Richard Roseveare, Anglican Bishop of Accra, 
was expelled from Ghana after he criticized the Young Pioneer Movement, which 
is sponsored by the Ghana government. (See EPS Nos 34 and 30). 


It declared that the Council "re-affirms the Majesty and the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. Realizing that He is still in control the Council rejoices in 
the President's (President Nkrumah) escape from assassination! 


Meanwhile, in London last week Bishop Roseveare spoke of the situation 
in Ghanw him at the annual rally of the Accra Diocesan 
Association. 


"It is very commonly believed over here (and indeed in Ghana) that 
President Nkrumah wants to be a dictator and that he has already become one", 
he said. "It is difficult to deny the latter, but I do not myself believe 
the former. 
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"Never forget that, in a new nation in which no one had been allowed to 
experience the full responsibility of government until five and a half years 
ago, it is essential that the head of State shall be a strong ruler and (at 
times) ruthless not only in order to maintain law and order but also to main- 
tain an ever-increasing pressure of advance, and to be the focal point of the 
nation's unity and inspiration. 


"You cannot cover 300 years of development in 10 years or so without 
strong measures; and who are we to claim that our own far more gradual 
development has lacked periods of cruelty and intolerance?" 


Bishop Roseveare cited the fact that Ghana's Christian population, 
although only 25 per cent of the nation's 2,000,000 population, are "making 
an enormous contribution to the progress of Ghana out of all proportion to 
their numbers. Recent attempts to restrict the Church's influence and to 
silence her voice have done no good to Ghana either internally or externally", 


he said. "My own expulsion was a very deep shock and surprise to all 
Christians there and, I fear, added yet one more reason for hostility to- 


wards her on the part of many nations." EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES PICK SITE TO REBUILD THEIR 
$416,000 VILLAGE FOR TRAN 'QUAKE VICTIMS 


(Geneva) - The gite has now been chosen of the village which Protestant, 
‘Anglican, and Orthodox churches around the world: will -rebuild-for-500:Mosiem 
families who lost all their possessions in the recent earthquake. (See EPS 


No. 34). . 


In a message to the headquarters of the World Council of Churches. in © 
Geneva, the Rev. John Elder, of the Church Council of Iran, said that the . 
suthorities have assigned Esmatabad to be the site of the village which the 
churches have undertaken to rebuild. This is 60 miles from Teheran and 
three miles from Bouin, centre of the earthquake area. 


Unk Members of the WCC or their service agencies have promised to underwrite 
the project. Already 4416,000 has been received or pledged for this and 
possibly other church-sponsored aid programmes. These promises have come 
from churches in the USA, Britain, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, and Scandinavia. 


The Bast Asia Christian Conference has suggested to its members that 
they too should support this project to relieve the victims of a catastrophe 
in a country bordering their region. 


Esmatabad, is reported to be 95 per cent destroyed, and those houses 
which still stand are so dangerously cracked that the villagers dare not live | 
“in them-because there are still earth tremors almost daily. . 


"When the rain begins it would seem that many of these will collapse 
entirely", Mr. Elder said after making an on-the-spot inspection. He esti- 
mated that the number of people who will need to be rehoused at Esmatabad is 
2,800. Poabnt 2 . . Pe ar 


Fourteen landowners have promised to set aside 14 hectares (about 35 
acres) of land as a site for the new village. The new houses will probably — 
be prefabricated as these can be constructed at a reasonable price and 
quickly in order to get the people out of tents before winter sets in. 
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The new village will also include a school, a public bath and laundry 
facilities, and other amenities. Farm animals, a tractor, and household 
equipment also will be provided. 


Mr. Friedel Peter, a Swiss who has worked for many years on rehabilita- 
tion schemes carried out by the churches in East Pakistan, has been released 
to head the Iran village building project and is now at work in Teheran. 

He will be assisted by Mr. Jonathan Isaac as field director, a Christian lay- 
man in Iran who has had 30 years! experience of agricultural work. Another 

key figure engaged on the project is Mr. Babajan Polissian, a builder, who is 
an elder of St. Thomas's Church, Teheran. EPS, Geneva 


SURVEY CITES REASONS 
WHY ASIANS DON'T READ BIBLE 


(Bangalore) - Reasons why the Bible is not used more effectively in Asia are 
cited in an interim report issued here of a survey being made by the United 
Bible Societies. 


The report, which also lists promising new experiments to promote better 
use of the Bible, was compiled from studies being made in Malaya, Singapore, 
and Ceylon. A similar survey is now underway in the Philippines and one is 
planned in South Korea. 


Among obstacles to Bible reading: the report cites the pace of modern 
living which leaves no time for spiritual concerns, indifference and laziness, 
charges that the Bible is outmoded and has ceased to speak to Twentieth 
Century man, obsolete and unintelligible language, dull pages carrying 
long lists of geneaologies, the churches! failure to guide and instruct their 
members, the growing impression that the Bible has nothing unique to offer 
not also found in books of otherreligions, the utter impossibility of the 
standards and ideals of the Bible, the fear of being considered "pious", and 
the "difficulty of reconciling the idea of the God of the Bible, whose mighty 
acts are recorded in its pages, with the silence and non-intervention of God 
in the affairs of men and women today". 


These difficulties, the report said, "seem to bring into focus some of 
the hidden weaknesses of the Church in Asia". 


Among dramatic new experinents the survey lists the use of drama in 
South India and Malaya; adult Bible studies which have been conducted in 
Lushai Hills, Singapore, and Manila; and lunch-hour groups conducted in 
firms in Tokyo. 


It also cites the emphasis on Bible instruction in undergraduate 
schools in South Korea; expository preaching in Ceylon and Japan; Bible 
weeks conducted in Manila, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan, and Ceylon; and 
dists as both "an inspiration and a warning" the "Bible without the Church"! 
as illustrated by the non-church movement in Japan. 


The report was made at a recent two-day session of the Asian Advisory 
Committee of the United Bible Societies held here. EPS, Geneva 


YOUTH LEADERS CHALLENGE CONFESSIONAL BODIES 
TO SAY IF THEIR WORK PROMOTES UNITY 


(Geneva) - Youth leaders of world confessional bodies have been challenged 
to answer whether or not the work of their organizations servesor frustrates 
youth in their "common responsibility to work actively for the unity, mission, 
and renewal of the Church"? 
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This is the basic question posed in a lengthy memorandum sent out this 
week over the signatures of the officers of the Youth Department of the World 
Council of Churches and the Youth Committee of the World Council of Christian 
Education. : 


Declaring that they take seriously their mandate to "serve the churches", 
the WCC and WCCE youth leaders declare that this compels them to ask the 
confessional bodies whether their commitment to "move together toward a fuller 
manifestation of God's will" necessarily "implies a certain line of action at 
the present time". ; 


While 'twe do not overlook the intention of world confessional bodies !to 
render witness to specific convictions of doctrine or ecclesiological 
character'", the memo says, "this does not exempt us from facing the basic 
question whether world denominational loyalties and organizations are a factor 
for good or ill in the 'growing up into Christ! of each young person in all 
our churches". 


The memo asks a series of pointed questions including: 


1. How do the confessions propose to help achieve Christian unity? 
How is this implemented in the way youth are educated in the churches’ 


2, Can we any longer exclude any group from consideration when we pro- 
pose to work to build up the Body of Christ? 


(It notes that many confessional bodies sponsor meetings in countries 
in which its adherents are a minority. Are we 80 unmindful of the other 
churches that our only care 1s to reinforce the witness of our confessional 
brothers or do we take these meetings as an opportunity to strengthen the 
bonds which bind together whole Church of Christ?, it asks. Are the con- 
fessional bodies content to build your youth work in tour church! in certain 
an without regard to the needs of other Christian youth in the same 
land? | eat 


Lee od este eh Be the right -'confessional response! to the increasing number 
of youth for whom a single or continuing ecumenical experience is more 
decisive and more meaningful than the common life they know in their own 
congregations? 


4... Te At part of beings, 2000 confessional Christian to be committed 
to the declaration of Evanston (Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches) that we must be ready to see our present forms and institutions 
die if that is disclosed to us as the way of obedience? Is this kind of 
expectant trust part of the normal teaching of our faith? 


— 


5. How can we discuss with youth the meaning of the Bucharist without 


touching the problem of inter-communion in relation to the oneness of the ' 
Church which we confess? 


Signers of the memorandum who hold the same offices for both the WCC . 
and WCCE were: the Rev. Adeolu Adegbola, chairman, Nigeria, a Methodist, 
who is organizing secretary of the Planning Committee for the All-Africa 
Youth Assenbly to be held in Nairobi, Kenya, in December; Pastor Walter 
Killinger, vice-chairman, Germany, of the Evangelical Church, secretary of 
the German Ecumenical Youth Council; and the Rev. John Wood, vice-chairman, 
New York, Methodist, who is secretary of the United Christian Youth Movement y 
USA * } 

¢ 


| 
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The memorandum was sent to youth leaders of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, World Presbyterian Alliance, Baptist World Alliance, the International 
Congregational Council, the World Methodist Conference, and leaders of the 
Anglican communion, EPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN MINORITY CHURCH LEADERS AGREE 
PREACHING ON POLITICS SELDOM JUSTIFIED 


(Maribor, Yugoslavia) - Church leaders and pastors at the Fourth Conference 

of European Lutheran Minority Churches near here voiced agreement that sermons 
on war and peace or political issues were sometimes justified, but ought not 
to become regular pulpit fare. 


The 65 participants from 15 eastern and western Burope 
reached this conclusion aft¢r:discussing a lecture by a Czechoslovakian 
theologian, Dr. Jan Michalko, dean of the Modra Lutheran Theological Faculty 
in Bratislava, who told the meeting that since a sermon is a timely summons 
to the Kingdom of God, it is an appeal to thinking in concrete terms and to 
a decision to obey. 


He said it should not fail, therefore, to give attention to what he 
characterized as the people's most vital question: the question of peace and 
war. 


Discussion participants expressed the opinion that preaching on political 
questions or on peace and war was called for in interpreting some Biblical 
texts. But the consensus was that this should be regarded as exceptional 
and that congregations should not be given a weekly political commentary 
from the pulpit when they gather. for. Sunday worship. 


In. another session the meeting was advised that sermons and public 
_prayers ought to be shortened and worship services stripped of unnecessary 
time-consuming appendages. 


The Rev. S.C. Kemp, of Copenhagen, voiced the opinion that even when a 
public service includes rites of both Holy Communion and Holy Baptism, it 
ought not to last more than 75 or 90 minutes. 


Governments in both east and west Europe denied exit permits to church- 
men of their countries to attend the conference. 


Four churchmen from the German Democratic haere sk Be and three from 
Rumania were denied permits. On the western side, Spain and Portugal.ecach 
refused permission to one church representative. - EPS, Geneva 


PACIFIST .GROUP CONDEMNS USA 
MTRRESPONSIBILITY" IN CUBA RELATIONS 


(New York) - Military intervention in the affairs of Cuba would be a "moral 
and political disaster devoid of justification in any terms but those of 
naked power", the Executive Committee of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a 
religious pacifist group has charged. 


Declaring that while it cannot condone the military build-up by Cuba 
and the Soviet Union, the fellowship said the proposed military response it 
has provoked "constituted a degree of irresponsibility that is supremely 
dangerous in the times in which we live". 
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The statement also makes these points: 


US intervention would "confirm suspicions of American motives and atti- 
tudes throughout Latin America, would reinforce anti-United States elements 
in that Continent, and might well deal a fatal blow to the Alliance for 
Progress. 


"The Monroe Doctrine is a totally unsatisfactory basis for any foreign 
policy decisions in the present context." 


The use of Cuba as an observation post by the Soviet Union is not dis- 
similar from the United States! use of Turkey, Iran, and Formosa, equally 
close to the USSR. | 


The statement also calls for exploration of means of restoring friendly 
relations with Cuba, including acceptance of mediation from Brazil and 
Mexico. : ‘ EPS, Geneva 


FUNDS ASKED TO AID PROFESSOR 
OUSTED FOR HERESY 


(Capetown) - A fund has been established to aid the appeal of Professor 
Albert S. Geyser of Pretoria, who was found guilty of heresy earlier this 
year and unfrocked as a minister of the Nederduits Hervormde Kerk (Dutch - 
Reformed Church). (See EPS No. 23). | 


Professor Geyser has instituted a summons to set aside the findings of 
the church. An announcement said the fund was set up because of "a feeling 
of great concern"regarding the trial and expulsion. The fund is’ under the 
control of a five-member Board of Trustees. 


There is considerable opinion that Professor Geyser, who was accused of 
teaching doctrines that amounted to a denial of Christ's divinity, was 
actually condemned for his opposition to the government's apartheid policies. 


The Nederduits:Hervormde Kerk has set up its own fund to contest - 
Professor Geyser's appeal and has sent a letter to its congregations asking 
for contributions. 3 EPS, Geneva 


COORDINATED ROMAN CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT 
DIALOGUE ASKED IN INDIA 


(Nagpur ) - & plea for "more cvordinated" dialogue between Roman Catholics, 
Protestants, and Orthodox in India is made by a Roman Catholic priest in an 
article published in the Review of the National Christian Council of India. 


In an article issued in connection with the opening of the Second Vatica 
Council, the Rev. Ian Travers~Ball, S.J., of De: Nobili College, Poona, says 
that while there have been impressive first efforts at dialogue on the indi-. 
vidual level,:-much more is needed. ae 


"The first step costs much, but if we have something of the humility of) 
Christ, we must be ready to make this first move, and even to withstand ~ 
initial rebuffs from individuals who have grown up in an atmosphere of mutual 
ignorance and.,suspicion - if not worse", he wrote. ; 

He notes that among Christians of each church are found varying dasreaae 
of concern and desire for unity and-that "there is often bitterness and : 
rivalry among Christians in many regions, to the great harm of the spread off 
the Gospel. : 
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"Who of us has not been challenged by a Hindu or a Muslim that if we 
preach a Christ of peace and love, we should first live in peace and love 
among ourselves", he asked. "The tragedy is greater when we reflect that the 
quarrels and'divisions are not really ours, but rather our inheritance from 
past centuries. 


"But the climate is changing fast", he declared. "Doors are being 
opened, old-time foes are meeting to discuss common problems, invitations 
to each other's conferences and councils are issued and accepted. The Holy 
Spirit is surely breathing over Christian flocks all over the world." 

HPS, Geneva 


USA NATIONAL COUNCIL ASKS GIFTS 
TO REBUILD BURNED CHURCHES 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches (USA) has called on Christians 
in all parts of the country to contribute funds for the rebuilding of four 
Negro Baptist churches recently badly damaged or destroyed by fire in 
segregated Georgia. The four churches were all involved in drives to register 
Negro voters. 


By their contributions, declared Dr. Roy G. Ross, NCC general secretary, 
"every Christian will assert his conviction that violence and intolerance 
have no place in our democratic society". 


Dr. Ross urged that gifts be sent to the NCC or to the Georgia Council 
of Churches, which is cooperating in the effort. Similar fund drives for the 
Negro churches were started earlier by the Anti-Defamation League of B!nai 
B'rith, Jewish welfare and fraternal group; the Southern Christian Leader- 
ship Conference, and the Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution. 


Meanwhile, in Colquitt, Ga., three white men pleaded guilty to firing 
one of the churches, and each was sentenced to seven years in prison. They 
told government agents they were drinking beer and had decided to set fire 
to the 75-year-old frame church. BPS, Geneva 


ROME MUST RECOGNIZE HIERARCHIAL EQUALITY OF ORTHODOX, 
ECUMBNICAL PATRIARCH DECLARES 


(Istanbul) - The Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras.I, has reaffirmed that the 
main obstacle between the Hastern Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholi 
Church is the question of papal infallibility. 


The Patriarch told newsmen at a press conference here that while Orthodoxy 

is ready to recognize "a pre-eninenoe of honour of the See of Ancient Rome", 
based not on Biblical grounds, but on the fact that Rome was the capital of 
the ancient Roman empire, there can be no discussion of unity unless the 
Roman Catholic Church recognizes the hierarchial equality of the two churches, 
as this was understood and practised by the early church. 


The Patriarch said that while the Pope is entitled to be "protoporos in 
the glorious march of the Church militant on earth", he cannot be the "mono- 
poros who insists on walking alone", EPS, Geneva 
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MOSCOW PRESSES DRIVE AGAINST RELIGION: 
PRAVDA URGES TRAINING OF ATHEISTS 


(Moscow) - The Soviet Communist party has called for a more effective campaign 
against religion. 


An editorial in Pravda, the leading party newspaper, demanded that 
greater attention be given to the "training of qualified propagandists of 
atheism, to atheistic instruction of all our members, Communists and 
Komsomols (Communist youths), to make everyone into a militant anti-religion- 
Letts 


The newspaper's editorial appeared in the wake of a series of articles 
in the Soviet press, complaining about the increasing toughness of the 
religious front and what was described as the sluggish pace of the party's 
campaign against it. (See EPS No. 33). ts 


"There are still quite a few Soviet people in the captivity of religious 
ideology", the editorial said. "Prejudices of the past and superstition 


prevent them from fully developing their creative strength in labour and in 
public life in the construction of Communisn." . ae hes 


A delegation from the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA 
that recently visited the USSR was impressed by the strength of the Orthodox 
Church under the Communist system. The delegates found, contrary to the 
common impression, not only old women, but also children, young women, and 
men of all ages at religious services. (See EPS No. 34). : EPS, Geneva 


WELSH CHURCHES TO ACCEPT £250,000 
AND WORK FOR UNITY IN TEN YEARS 


(London) -:;The Welsh nonconformist churches are now expected to accept the 
offer. of £250,000 ($700,000) made by Sir David James, the Welsh philan- . 
thropist. The gift is conditional on the four denominations - Baptist, 
Congregational, Presbyterian, and Methodist - achieving unity within ten 
years. (See EPS No. 33). 


Sir David Hughes Parry, chairman of the joint committee, and Mr. Kvan 
Evans, last year's moderator of the South Wales Association of the Presby- 
terian Church,met last week to discuss the matter. 


Following the meeting it was announced that the denominations had 
expressed willingness to recommend acceptance of the offer, and the matter 
is "all settled now, subject to confirmation". EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH URGES CANADA TO LEGALIZE 
DISSEMINATION OF BIRTH CONTROL DATA 


(London, Ont.) - The Canadian government has been asked by the United Church 
of Canada's biennial General Council here to legalize the dissemination of 
birth control information and devices. (See EPS No. 35). 


oa At the same time, the Council stressed it was not in favour of indis- 
criminate or irresponsible distribution of anti-conception materials or 
methods. 


"T+ should be possible", the Council said in a resolution, "for every 
husband and wife to secure information and means of conception control which 
are necessary for responsible family planning." EPS, Geneva — 
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WHITE AND NEGRO METHODIST PASTORS 
BXCHANGEH PULPITS IN MISSOURI, IOWA 


(Des Moines, Iowa) - Two white and two Negro Methodist pastors exchanged 
pulpits for three weeks in a pioneering effort to bring the denomination 
closer to complete integration. 


Involved in the exchange were Negro congregations in Kansas City, Mo., 
and white churches in Iowa. The Negro congregations are members of the 
church's. Central Jurisdiction, which is a racial rather than a geographic 
unit. Methodist leaders are currently working on plans to eliminate event- 
ually the Central Jurisdiction entirely and to make the Negro congregations 
part of predominantly white annual conferences. (See story page 10). 


In a report on their three-week experiment, the four pastors said that 
. Similar exchanges could help to prepare the way for complete integration. 
They also recommended exchanges of lay people. EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN PASTORS SAY "GOD AT WORK" 
IN MODERN HINDUISM 


(Raypm-Dehra-Dun, India) - A group of Christian pastors from northern India 
convened for a conference at the retreat and study centre here have agreed 
unanimously that "God is at work in modern Hinduism, though just where and 
“how is difficult to say''. 


The pastors made the statement at the conclusion of the meeting which 
dealt with Christian Concern for Hinduism,and Christian Participation in 
Nation Building. Their discussions were based on books of the same titles. 


A report said discussions indicated the pastors are aware of the fact 
that they live in a rapidly changing society and that serious theological 
thinking is required. It said that a review of church life in Delhi and 
Punjab indicated the need for further study to distinguish the community of 
grace from Christian communalism and other ideas of community current in 
India. EPS, Geneva 


BISHOPS FROM THREE HAST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
SLATED TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - Roman Catholic prelates from Poland, Yugoslavia, and Hungary are 
expected to attend the Second Vatican Council. They may.be the only bishops 
from eastern European countries present, Rome Radio has reported. It said 
that according to Vatican sources nothing has been heard from bishops in 
other countries in the area. 


The visit of two Hungarian bishops Hae eatiahe will be the first 
official contact between the Vatican and that country's high clergy since 
1947 when Cardinal Mindszenty - who has taken asylum in the US Legation in 
Budapest for the past six years - visited Rome. 


The radio said that diplomatic representatives of eastern Buropean 
countries in Italy say they "know nothing of the possibility that bishops 
from other countries would attend. . 


Reports from Warsaw say the government has granted only five out of the 
25 or 30 visa applications of Polish bishops who wish to attend the Council. 
Roman Catholic sources there said that Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski, primate of 
Poland,’ was considering abandoning his plan to attend the Council unless the 
visas are granted, EPS, Geneva 
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NEGRO JURISDICTION SUBMITS TIMETABLE 
FOR US METHODIST CHURCH DESEGREGATION 


(Washington, D.C.) - A proposed timetable, leading to complete desegregation 
of The Methodist Church (USA), has been made public here by the Bishops of the 
Central (Negro) Jurisdiction and a five-man study committee representing that 
body. (See EPS No. 13). 


The proposal follows the Jurisdiction's study conference of March, 1962, 
which considered the administrative problems which abolition of the segregated 
Jurisdiction and its annual conference will bring. 


The Central Jurisdiction was established in 1939 when the Methodist 
Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, and Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
merged to form The Methodist Church. Pastors of churches affiliated with the 
Negro Jurisdiction are appointed by its bishops and supervised by its district 
superintendents, independent of the geographical jurisdictions and annual 
conferences into which the rest of the church is divided for administrative 
purposes. 


Abolition of the segregated Central Jurisdiction has long been a subject 
of debate within the denomination and has gained increasing support, except 
in some areas of the deep South. 


The proposed plan of the Central Jurisdiction calls for a series of 
gradual steps towards integration, leading to adoption of conference realign- 
ment by the Central Jurisdiction at its quadrennial national meeting in June, 


1964. . 


The Negro study committee said it "looks with favour" on the present | 
trend of individual churches in the Central Jurisdiction withdrawing and 
affiliating with predominantly white conferences where the invitation is | 
extended, but at the same time urged that attention be given to the relative 
advantage of transferring'a group of churches in a local area rather -than a 
single church at a time. , Ae BPS, Geneva 


q 


. 
’ ; 
ORTHODOX CHURCH HAS NO INFLUENCE 
WITH STATE, SOVIET OFFICIAL SAYS ; 
(Oberhausen) - A secretary of the Soviet Embassy in Western Germany has told | 
a youth meeting here that the Russian Orthodox Church is "autonomous and 
independent, but without any power or influence" in its relations with the 
Soviet government, ee 


Mr. Igor A. Kotomkin.said that while no Soviet citizen is prevented 
from making a confession of his Christian faith or attending church, it would 
be "unthinkable" for a Christian to be a member of the Communist Party. But 
he said-no officer, teacher, or Embassy member is ever asked questions con- 
cerning church membership. - - EPS, Geneva 


AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIANS PLAN 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL AID STUDY 


(Sydney) - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Australia has 
refused "to reaffirm its unwavering opposition" to state aid for church- 
related schools, voting instead to set up a special committee to study the 
question. (See EPS No. 35). 
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The decision came after recent statements by. Anglican and other Protestant 
leaders, who ' reiterated their opposition to such aid after Norman Cardi- 
nal Gilroy, Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, personally delivered a 
petition toPremier Robert Heffron asking for financial assistance to New 
South Wales parochial schools. 


In rejecting the opposition stand - at least temporarily - the General 
Assembly acted after several speakers asserted that some forms of state aid 
to denominational schools already exist and therefore any motion also would 
have to apply to existing assistance. 


The special committee set up by the Assembly will seek the views of the 
church throughout the country and report at thenext Assembly meeting. In 
this way, it was stated, the Assembly should receive an unprejudiced and 
rational statement of the issues involved. | 


Rarlier, Anglican and Protestant leaders in New South Wales announcing 
their opposition to state aid for church-related schools said-that they 
would seek an early appointment with Premier Heffron to state their views. 


The Federation of Parents and Citizens! Association is also strongly 
opposing such aid. EPS, Geneva 


UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT 
LAYS CORNERSTONE FOR NEW CHURCH CENTRE 


(New York) - Sir Zafrulla Khan of Pakistan, president of the 17th General 
Assembly of the United Nations, was main speaker at colourful ceremonies here 
marking the laying of the cornerstone of the Church Centre at the United 
Nations headquarters. 


The $2,000,000 centre is being financed by The Methodist Church, which 
is offering it for ecumenical programmes of other church and inter-church 
agencies concerned with international affairs. The 12-storey building is 
expected to be completed in June, 1963. 


The ceremonies were jointly sponsored by The Methodist Church and the 
National Council of Churches. Some 1,000 national and international church 
leaders, members of the US Mission, and UN delegates from other countries 
attended the ceremony. EPS, Geneva 


BAST GERMAN PASTORS EMPHASIZE 
“ROLE OF CHRISTIANS IN POLITICS 


(Berlin) - The Association of Evangelical Pastors in. East Germany, a small 
group of "progressive" clergymen, has issued a report from its meeting here 
Stating that while the Church is not bound to any traditional social order, 
Christians in Hast Germany have an obligation to work to advance the Statets 
goal of socialism. 


It said this is true even though the individual Christian may not agree 
with the philosophical theses of Marxism concerning the relationships of 
Church and State. 


"The Church can do its work for every, and:in every form of society", 
it declared. "It is a disastrous mistake to assume that there is any sphere 
of human life in which Christians can escape from political questions. 


Everyone who does his daily job conscientiously in the DDR ig working for the 
advancenent of socialism." 


| 
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The statement contradicted the message of a letter of greeting sent to 
the Association by Bishop Mutzenhein ofthe Bvangelical Church of Thuringia, 
who advised the group that the Church's sole responsibility is to preach the 
message of God's act of redemption and not to try to act like a political . 
power. (See story following). CoS 


The "progressive" pastors declared that support of the goal of socialism 
also requires approval of the Communist view of property ownership. Partic- 
ularly, it said, the Church must ask itself if the use of private ownership 
of the means of production has not served to exploit man. 


The statement stresses that the Christian has the right to make helpful 
and constructive criticisms" of the State, put insists that private interests 
must be put aside where the general welfare is concerned. EPS, Geneva 


FAST GERMAN BISHOP ADVISES CHURCH. 
NOT TO ACT LIKE "SECULAR POWER" 


(Berlin) - The Church has no claim to secular power and must not try to act 
like one in making suggestions for political or economic programmes ; Bishop 
D. Moritz Mitzenheim of the Evangelical Church of Thuringia said in a letter 
of greeting to a meeting of the Association of Evangelical Pastors in East 
Germany held here. The Association represents a very small. group of 'pro- 
gressive" pastors in East Germany. 


Bishop Mitzenheim's greeting stressed that the sole authority of the 
Church is to "preach the nessage of God!s act of redemption and salvation in 
Jesus Christ to men. - a . ; 


Some 200 pastors attended the meeting, which included a keynote address 
‘py Dr. Joseph Hromadka, dean of the Faculty of Theology, Prague, Czecho- 
slovakia, and a reception by the Lord Mayor of East Berlin. EPS, Geneva 


RELIGIOUS MOTIVES. CLAIMED FOR 
DE GAULLE ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT 


(Paris) . M. Bastien-Thiry, awaiting trial on charges of having organized th 
recent assassination attempt against Ceneral de Gaulle has declared 
that he acted from religious motives. 


"T am a practising Catholic and some of the other members of the group 
are also practising Catholics", he said. "The church recognizes that it is 
legitimate to do away with tyrants, on condition that certain conditions and 
criteria are fulfilled. We were advised by several eminent ecclesiastics. « 
and their view was that there was full justification" for the assassination 
attempt. 


His remarks were immediately repudiated by the Religious Information 
Office of the Catholic Church of France, an agency of the Assembly of Cardir 
and Archbishops. 


The Office quoted a statement issued by the Assembly in March, 1962, i 
which it declared: "It is never permissible to employ methods which are 
intrinsically bad in the service of any cause, even a good one, and it is 
never permissible to have recourse to crime and violence. 
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"When people claim the right to rebel and do away with tyranny", the pre- 
lates said, "the Church demands much-more and lays down quite Ribas an 5 
conditions which are certainly not fulfilled in the present situation." 

ie m EPS, Geneva 


CATHOLIC PRELATE HINTS COUNCIL MAY 
MODIFY MIXED MARRIAGES LAW 


(Frankfurt, Germany ) La Repanagatiotee prelate here hinted that the Second 
Vatican Council may modify some of the Catholic Church's structures on 
Catholic-Protestant marriages without, however, relaxing its insistance that 
the children of mixed marriages be se as Catholics. (See EPS No. 34). 


According to Bishop Walter Kampe, Auxiliary of the Limburg See whose 
principal city is Frankfurt, the church may make some concessions in the 
matter of recognizing marriages not performed by a Catholic priest, but the 
problem of the religious upbringing of the children faces "Nirreconciliable 
contradictions" from both the Catholic and Protestant sides. 


Bishop Kampe discussed the problem in his weekly column appearing in 
The Sunday, Limburg diocesan weekly. 


In no country has the mixed marriage question been so acute as in 
Germany. Catholic-Protestant marriages have multiplied in recent years 
because of the post-war population shifts which affected hitherto exclusively 
Catholic or Protestant areas. The leaders of both communities have been 
greatly concerned at this new problem, which at times has caused tragic 
family conflicts. Often the upshot is a marriage without any religious 
cerenony, Catholic or Protestant, and the children being raised in no religion 
at all. 


In his column, Bishop Kampe said the mixed marriage question should not 
become an "apple of discord" between the two confessions, since this would 
have disastrous consequences for both groups. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH HELD KEY 
TO VATICAN COUNCIL REPRESENTATION 


(Rome) - Most of the Eastern Orthodox Churches have decided to place the 
controversial matter of sending delegate-observers to the Second Vatican 
Council up to Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras in Istanbul, according to 
Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus *nd head of the viehnieaee ak: connunity 
in that country. 


Interviewed by Religious News Service following his arrival here from 
London, where he attended the British Commonwealth Conference, the archbishop 
said: "I am among those sharing the opinion that Orthodox representatives 
should attend the Council, but I understand there are different views among 
other Orthodox eMitannen el 


’ He disclosed that the question whether each Orthodox church should send 
individual representatives to the Vatican Council or whether they should be 
collectively represented by a common delegation was raised recently by 
Patriarch German, head of the Serbian Orthodox Church, who invited represent- 
atives of the various churches. to decide the issue. 
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 "T don't know, whether Patriarch Athenagoras will decide to send repre- 
sentatives", Archbishop Makarios stated. "I don't believe he would go 
personally to Rome, but. he might send delegates who would represent the 
Cypriot and the Greek churches. He is at present endeavouring to unite as 
many churches as possible in regard to participation in the Council." 


The archbishop said he himself would not attend the Council, but would 
send a representative of the Cyprus government to the opening ceremonye 


The archbishop added that if the issue of Orthodox delegate-observers 
at the Vatican Council is not solved, "I don't exclude -the possibility of... - 
sone Orthodox representatives coming as unofficial observers". EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS PROTEST CLOSING OF. 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND PUPIL TRANSFER TO RC SCHOOLS 


(Strasbourg) - The Protestant Federation for Education in France has called 
for steps to halt the closing of an increasing number of public schools in. 
villages and rural areas And the resulting transfer of children to Roman 


Catholic schools. 


The Federation said the transfer of: children from many public schools 
to Ronan Catholic schools is being quoted as a pretext for denands by Roman 
Catholic authorities for more state funds, to support existing schools and for 
new schools, which "further strengthen its tenporal hold 6n the nation and 


tond to destroy the meaning not only of the concept of non-confessional 
schools, but also that of the non-confessional state". re 


The problem is the result of a vicious circle, stemming fron the steady 
influx of population away fron the French villages into the cities. As 
village population decreases the schools are closed and the remaining chil- 
dren are sent to the private Roman Catholic schools. With additional enroll- 
ments the Ronan Catholic schools require,nore funds for operation. But 
Protestants naintain that if the public schools were kept open, even though 
with snaller enrollments, they could be run with the funds now being directed 
to the Ronan Catholic institutions. EPS, Geneva 


GERMAN ROMAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY CALLS FOR 
REPENTENCE FOR DIVISIONS OF THE CHURCH 


(Fulda) = The Roman, Catholic hierarchy of Germany in a joint pastoral letter 
has reninded the faithful that the Reformation was "not an’ irrevocable event" 
and that the Catholic Church is “Ninplicated in thousands of ways in this 
tragedy of the Church in our country. at 


“Objective historical research. . shows eloquently that there were many 
grave faults and scandals in the life of the Church at the end of the Middle 
Ages", the bishops said. | 


The letter,which has been read aloud from the pulpits of Roman Catholic 
churches throughout Gernany, called the faithful to a week of prayer and 
repentence for. the divisions of Christendom and the crines of ‘the Nazi era. 


. The letter asked Catholics "on the eve of the Vatican Council, in. order 
to obtain forgiveness for our faults, to recite in all hunility, remnenbering 
the division of Christendom, the Biblical prayer: ‘!Do not renenber against 
us the iniquities of our forefathers; let Thy compassion cone speedily to 
meet us for we are brought very low. ’" 


ae - 
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Speaking of the slaughter of the Jews by the Nazis, the bishops urged 
"deep repentence for all the terrible crimes committed by godless governnents 
on behalf of their people in violation of the basic hunan rights". 


It called it "this inhuman act: of destroying the Jewish people: who 
passed on to mankind the revelation of the one true God, and of whom Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of the world, was a member during his life on earth". 

HPS, Geneva 


WALDENSIANS SAY ROMAN CATHOLICS 
PLACE CHURCH ABOVE GOD'S TRUTH 


(Torre-Pellice, Italy) - The Synod of the Waldensian Church of Italy has 
advised its members that "while many Roman Catholics are anxious for union 
and manifest a desire to be loyal to the word of the Lord" the division is 
still serious because of Catholic insistence upon the primacy of the Pope, 
its Mariology, forms of piety, and "the implicit identification of the church 
with the Kingdom of God", . 


The message observed that in certain more advanced Catholic circles 
there is, "together with the love of truth, an effort to emphasize the basic 
themes of the Reformation which at last are recognized as authentically 
Biblical", 


But it alleged "this appreciation of the Reformation is used strategi- 
cally for the purpose of offering separated brethren an opportunity to return 
to the Roman fold, in the hope of finding there all the wealth of their own 
particular faith integrated within the fullness of the Church of Rone. 

Thus the truth of a church takes the place of the truth of God's Word. 
This truth is no longer a gift from the Lord, but something owned by men." 
EPS, Geneva 


UP-TO-DATE LIST OF DELEGATE-OBSERVERS 
TO VATICAN COUNCIL IS ANNOUNCED 


(Rone ) - The press service of the Vatican Council this week has published an 
up-to-date list of delegate-observers to the second Vatican Council. The 
list is as follows: 


Anglican communion: Dr. Prederick Grant of New York, a Biblical scholar 
and former seminary dean and professor; Bishop John R.H. Moorman of Ripon, 
England; and Archdeacon Charles De Soysa of Colombo, Ceylon. 


Lutheran World Federation: Dr. K.E. Skydsgaard of Copenhagen, and Dr. 
George Lindbeck, a Yale Divinity School professor who is on a leave of 
absence to succeed Dr. Skydsgaard as research professor of the LWF's Commis- 
Sion on Inter-Confessional Research, 


World Presbyterian Alliance: Dr. Janes H. Nichols, a professor at 
Princeton (N.J.) Theological Seminary; the Rev. Hebert Roux of Paris, 
official spokesman for ‘the Reformed Chureh of France in its relations with 
the Catholic Church in France; and Dr. Douglas Shaw, pastor of St. George's 
West church in Edinburgh, Scotland. 


Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID): Professor Edmund 
Schlink of Heidelberg University, EKID's commissioner for the study of the 
Vatican Council. 


No. 36 - 5th October, 1962 aug . 16 


World Convention of Churches of Christ (Disciples of Christ): Dr. Jesse 
M. Bader of New York, general secretary of the Convention. 


Friends World Committee (Quaker): Dr. Richard K. Ullmann of Birminghan, 
England, a scholar and writer who lectures. at Woodbrooke, a Quaker graduate 
school of religion in Birminghan, and a member of the East-West Relations 
Committee of the London Yearly Meeting of Friends. 


World Methodist Council: Bishop Fred Pierce Corson of Philadelphia, 
president of the Council; Dr. Harold Roberts of Richmond, England, past 
president; and Dr. Albert Outler, a professor at Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity's Perkins School of Theology in Dallas, Texas. 


International Congregational Councils Dr. Douglas Horton, former dean 
of Harvard Divinity School and former moderator of the International Congre- 
gational Councils Dr: George B. Caird, professor at Mansfield College, 
Oxford, England. : 


‘World Council of Churches: Dr. Lukas Vischer, research secretary in the 
wcC's Department of Faith and Order in Geneva. Another WCC observer is to be 
named later. 


Old Catholic Church: Professor. Peter Johannes Mann of the church's 
seminary in Amersfoort, Holland. 


Coptic Orthodox Church in Egypt: Father Youanna Girgis, inspector for 
the Egyptian Ministry of Public Education; and Dr. Michael Tadros, councillo! 
to the Court of Appeals. 


Syrian Orthodox Church: Father Zakka B. Iwas. 


Church of Armenia (Catholicate of Cilicia): The Rev. Vardaost Karekin 
Surkassian. 


The following also will attend as specially invited guests: 


Prior Roger Schultz of the Community of Taizé, France; and Brother Max 
Thurian of the same community. 


Professor Oscar Cullman of the Universities of Basel and Paris. 


Dr. @.C. Berkouwer, Dutch Reformed theologian of the Free University of 
Amsterdan,. | a 


Archpriest Alexander Schemann of the Orthodox Seminary of St. Vladimir's 
New York. 


Canon Bernard Pawley of the Cathedral of Ely, England. | 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Dr. Paul J. Tillich, theologian and philosopher of Harvard University 
(USA), has received the Peace Prize of the German Bookdealers! Association. 
The presentation was made in a ceremony at historical St. Paul's Church in 
Frankfurt in connection with the International Book. Fair. 


en ek 
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Delegates to the 17th session of the United Nations! General Assenbly 
received from the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs a 74- 
page memorandum on issues confronting the world body. The CCIA, an agency 
of the World. Council of Churches, presented its position on selected items 
contained in the provisional agenda of the UN. It is based on decisions of 
the Commission and its parent body in regard to such issues as peace and 
disarmament, refugees, and human rights. Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, director 
of the CCIA, and Mr. A. Dominique Micheli. are present at the seventeenth 
session. They are observing the work of the General Assembly and are avail- 
able for consultation with delegates. The agency has previously presented 
such memoranda at other UN General Assembly sessions. 


ie * * 


Seventy-three ministers were among marchers in a demonstration against 
nuclear weapons in Glasgow last week. The ministers were mostly from the 
Church of Scotland, but came also from the Episcopal, Methodist, Baptist, and 
Congregational churches, They carried placards with the legend "The Cross 
Against the Bomb". During the day the demonstrators heard an address by a 
former moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Dr. 
George F. MacLeod. 


Tae An ite? 


Pope John AXIII has announced the names of 191 theological experts who 
will be available as advisors to members of the Second Vatican Council. 
The international group of experts - of whom 120 are non-Italians - will take 
part in tribunals, but will not be permitted to speak unless called upon. 


Re he wi 


The Union Theological Faculty of Congo and Rwanda-Burundi plans a six- 
month special course for pastors in service, beginning January 1, 1963. 
Pastors will come from churches which are members of the Faculty's Board of 
Trustees. These ares Two Baptist churches, one related to England and the 
other to America; the Presbyterian Church of the Kasai; the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church of Rwanda; the Disciples of Christ; the two Methodist 
conferences of Central Congo and Katanga. Other churches in the Congo also 
have been invited to send pastors for this advanced training. Regular 
classes will be resumed in October, 1963, suspended since last year because 
of the unsettled conditions in the Congo. 


* * * 


Some 120 representatives of European telephone pastoral counselling 
Services, of which there are at least 60 in ten nations, agreed at a, meeting 
in Bad Boll, Germany, to intensify their cooperation and increase their 
exchange of experiences. Pastor Otto Kehr, chairman of the Evangelical 
Conference for Pastoral Telephone Care in Germany, who presided over the 
meeting, stressed that telephone care fills an essential gap in modern 
society's social. structure in which many lonely and distressed people can 
find no consolation or advice. Several Roman Catholic clergymen also 
attended the meeting. 


* * * 


| 
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Leaders of two Lutheran churches in France meeting in Strasbourg 
studied the possibility of creating a joint synodal (policy-making) body 
to consider the possibility of eventual merger. Originally one, the two 
churches, the Church of the Augsburg Confession of Alsace and Lorraine, 
and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of France split in 1870. The Lutheran 
leaders met for the National Alliance of Lutheran Churches, an organization 
in which both churches are represented. . 


* * * 


About 8,000 East Berlin youth are enrolled in preparatory classes for 
the Youth Dedication ceremonies in 1963,according to the Hast Berlin paper, 
Morgen. This is an increase of 1,500 over the previous year. Festivities 
are being held throughout Hast Berlin to encourage youth to attend the 
Youth Dedication ceremonies. scheduled next spring. 


* * * 


A plan to develop Sweden's five-year-old Theological Institute at 
Stockholm ints a regular divinity school is under study, according to the 
German Evangelical Press Service (BPD). The plan - which would give 
Sweden a third Lutheran faculty of theology in acdition to the present 
widely known ones at Uppsala and Lund universities - is likely to arouse 
some discussion, EPD said. Inaugurated in 1957, with 16 students, the 
Theological Institute has grown rapidly and last term had an enrollment 
of 90. 


* * 2)2 


Anglican theologians from Britain and Reformed theologians from France 
met at Bidvres, near Paris, recently to study together the Anglican and 
Reformed concepts of the ministries of the Church. This meeting was the 
fourth theological conference of the kind. >Hi 


* * * 


Finland's Lutheran bishops have urged their clergy to give special 
attention to the current plight of the Finnish farmers in their public i 
prayers and sermons as well as in their pastoral care. Because of un- 
favourable weather conditions since the beginning of the summer, Finland's 
harvest this year is expected to be the worse since World War I. After 
exceptional rain and cold all season, heavy rainstorms in mid-September 


shattered the farmers! hopes of saving their crops. 


* * * 


Delegates to the New Jersey Baptist Convention (USA) have adopted a. 
resolution calling on Americans to respect the honest opinions of those who 
favour and those who oppose the recognition of China and its admissicn to 
the United Nations. . They also urged the US government to "seek areas of 
ccmmunication with Mainland China" and, “in the name of Christian compassior 
to seek the means of sharing our enormous food surplus" with the victims of 
famine there. | 


* * * 


The outstanding debt of the new £1,500,000 Coventry Cathedral, England: 
which was some £100,000 ($280,000) at the time of the consecration in May, 
has been reduced to "less than £40,000", the Provost, the Very Rev. Harold 
Williams, has announced. The 2,500,000 cathedral visitors have been 
largely responsible through their donations, particularly in the past two 
months, he said. Congregations of more than 3,000 have been arriving for 
the Evensong service on Saturdays. j 


* I oe 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


"MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING" IS ASKED BY AFRICAN 
LEADERS ..OF "INDEPENDENT" AND "OLDER" -CHURCHRS 


(Kitwe, N. Rhodesia) - Africas church leaders meeting here have issued a 
statement calling upon the Continent!s "older" churches and "independent" 
churches to work for increasing mutual understanding in "humility, magna- 
nimity and frankness", 


Tue statement came from an eight-day meeting of 45 church leaders, 20 
of whom were Afrioan, including four from "independent" churehes. The 
meeting was called by the Department of Missionary Studies cf the World 
Council cf Churches, with Dr. Christian Baeta, chairman cf the Christian 
Council of Ghana, as chairman, 


The term "independent" churches was used tc define these which have 
broken away from older mother churches or had been established by Africans 
in Africa. The term "older" churches was used to denote African churches 
in continuity with the historic churches of the West. 


The statement, which covers a wide variety of issues from problems of 
polygamy, to dreams and visions, to church discipline, is expected to have 
far-reaching influence on velations between the two groups. 


An introduction comments that while the "independent" chureh movement 
is most widespread in the southern part of the continent, it is "strong 
enough to be regarded as of more than peripheral importance for the 
Moeevan tare in Africa’ .',, (and) the phenomenon is of continually 
increasing size and importance", 


The statement said that "the Holy Spirit has much to say to the 
folder! churches through the existence and practices of the ‘independent! 
chureh movement" and regrets that the origins of certain of the "independent" 
churches "lie in the faults on the part of the white missionary and of the 
‘folder! churches, 


"Some of the safeguards of the traditional mission methods have un-__ 
intentionally 'quenched the Spirit! and left us deploring the consequent 
absence cf spiritual vitality", it declared, 


On the other hand, it said, "the Christian Church is no man's creation, 


nor can any Christian congregation afford to cut itself offifrom they her.- 
tage of centuries of Christian thought and experience", 


1 has noted that one of the lessons to be learned by the "older" churches 
is the re-interpretation of the Gospel presented in certain "independent" 
churches, with their emphasis upon myth and ritual, rhythm and dance. 


Some of the main points of the statement follow: 


Ancestor cults: African ancestcr cults have been rejected by Western 
missionaries, but have found recognition in some of the "independent" 
churches. The churches should remember that the new convert does not 
immediately realize all the implications involved in becoming a Christian 
and a "new creature" with a new approach to the universe. Where cults 
and beliefs have been driven into secrecy through denunciation or disci- 
plinary action an attitude of confidence must be renewed. 


Christian healing: The ministry of "faith" healing forms a central 
part of many "independent" churches. "The victory of Christ over the 
powers sf evil - evil which is experienced by many of our people as witch- 
eraft and sorcery - needs to be proclaimed in explicit and convincing terms,” i 
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The "older" churches must pray for the renewal of the gifts of healing~and 
exoroism by such means as prayer and the laying on of hands. Rejection 
of Western scientific medicines by some "independent" churches should be 
shown to be inconsistent with the Biblical doctrine of Creation. } 


Dreams and visions: "We do not encourage reliance cn dreams and 
visions, especially the disproportionate emphasis found in some 'independ- 
ent! churches", but "on the other hand, we may openly accept dreams and 
visions as genuine spiritual Benen aieeae to be brought under the discipline 
-of the Scriptural revelation of Jesus Christ..." 


ik Prophecy: "This ministry ... has served some who would otherwise have 
been entirely lost to the Christian community, On occasion it also 


reveals a sense of call, a spiritual authority, a pastoral concern, and a 
style of life close to the people, which rebuke the ministries of other 
churches.  On-the cther hand, it is often in great danger of claiming a 
new direct revelation from the Spirit not anchored in the Christ of the 
scriptures... 


Polygamy: The polygamous status of a new convert should be no barrier 
to his acceptance of church membership. However, Christians within the 
fold must be taught to appreciate and practise standards for home life 
based cn the mind of Christ which, among other things, includes monogamy. 
"Older" churches should consider whether in "independent" churches, where 
there has been little change from traditional African patterns of marriage , 
there may not, nevertheless, be a genuine relationship to Jesus Christ" and 
whether or nct these may ‘hot be recognized as churches with whom possi- 
bilities of Christian fellowship must be explored." 


Church discipline: Membership of "independent" churches has sometimes 
been increased through the exercise of discipline in the "older" churches. 
"The discipline has become centred almost exclusively on certain offences 
against ‘sexual morality and is usually carried out in a purely mechanical 
manner. The wide gulf which exists between this practice and the loving 
care of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, needs to be brought home to the con- 
science of all the churches." 


A concluding section stresses that "bridges of understanding and. ~ 
reconciliation" must be built between the two groups cf churches. "The 
primary need is for patient, honest, Christian fellowship", it declares. 
It urges cooperation in evangelism and joint service in matters of mutual 
concern, But it warns that "such bridge building takes a long time..." 

EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN CHURCHMEN TAKE STEPS 
TO FORM STRONGER ORGANIZATION 


 (Nyborg, Denmark) - Delegates to the Third Conference of European Churches 
have concluded a four-day meeting here with unanimous approval of a report 
calling for steps designed to give a more definite form to their organization, 


ONO =3 OVW Ue fo 


bY 


Specifically they asked its five-man presidium and 15-member advisory 
committee to draw up a draft constitution and empowered those two bodies to 
request participating churches to finance the expanded work. They also 
decided to convene a full assembly on a regular two-year schedule and set up 
a number of working committees to deal with @ variety of problems. 


The actions are considered major steps forward in consolidating fellow- 
Ship of Christians across European national boundaries. However, it was 
emphasized that the Conference does not wish to set itself up as a "Kuropean 
church council" and that the delegates viewed its main job as the encourage- 
ment of personal contacts and exchange of ideas in a divided Kurope. Until 
now the conference has had an "intentionally rather loose organization" which 
operated through its presidium and advisory committee. 


Following the meeting, Lutheran Bishop Hanns Lilje, of Hannover, Germany, 
called the fact that such a meeting could take place "remarkable", and said 
it demonstrates that "the Church is still able to overcome the dividing lines 
between Ea. t and West". 
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A report from one of the Conference's four working parties emphasized 
that "the first overriding responsibility of the Buropean churches to Europe, 
to themselves, and to the outside world, is to try and heal the political and 
religious break in Europe". 


The 175 delegates present came from 21 countries including 15 countries 
of Western Europe, and Czechoslovakia, Hast Germany, Poland, Hungary, Rumania, 
the USSR, and Yugoslavia. Six delegates were present from East German 
churches, although five other Hast German churchmen who had requested visas 
were denied travel permits. 


The working committees, which are intended to link the meetings of the 
Conference over the two-year period, will deal with: responsibility of 
Europe towards other continents; churen and state relations in contemporary 
Europe, particularly with reference to religious liberty, grant aid for 
redevelopment, educational problems, relationship between the welfare state 
and the churches! service programmes; common tasks arising from the develop- 
ments of a common Europe (questions relating to the political and economic 
effects of the Common Market, especially regarding relations between Bast 
and West, and the migration of workers were mentioned); responsible coopera- — 
tion between adult and youth generations; the understanding of congregation — 
and parish with a view to changes in their structure. | 

: 


‘The theme of the meeting was "The Church in Europe and the Crisis of 
Modern Man". The European Church Conference was developed in 1957, primaril 
through the initiative-of Dutch and German churchmen. <: © - - EPS, Geneva 


“CHRISTIAN UNITY THEME STRESSED 
BY SPEAKERS AT DISCIPLES! ASSEMBLY 


(Los Angeles, Calif.) - Speakers at the annual assembly of the International 
Convention of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) emphasized ‘the theme 
of Christian unity and the necessity for taking a fresh look at the: doctrine 
which keep.the churches apart. Some 9,500 ministers and lay people from: the: 
‘USA -and Canada attended the five-day assembly. eae 


Dr. Ernest Cadman Colwell, president of the Southern California School 
of Theology, told one. session that a universal church will not be realized 

until Christians accept the possibility that other Christians or denomina- 

tions may be .right. eye, 


"Organization and creed should take second place. Unity can be 
achieved only through a common devotion", he stressed. "Loving-the same Lor 
as brothers makes denomination unimportant." dig Sana 


The same theme was stressed by Dr. Harlie L. Smith, president of the 


church!s Board of Higher Education, who declared that the reason the Church > 


is divided is because of man's inclination to equate partial truth with the 
whole truth. cS cae : : 


"The one bright spot on our horizon is the new attitude among ae 

to recognize that bodies other than their own may possess some facets of 1 
truth which conceivably might compliment each other. and come to a closer — : 
approximation of the whole truth", he said. Rae # 
; 
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Concern for mankind's suffering was the theme of a speech by Dr. Leslie 
E. Cooke, of Geneva, director of the Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, 
and World Service of the World Council of Churches. He told the assembly 
that "we live in a suffering world where much of the suffering is avoidable 
and remediable since it is caused less by the whim of nature than by the will 
of man. 


"(It) is perpetrated by men upon their fellows - sometimes because of 
sheer lust of power, sometimes in the fair name of freedom and frequently in 
the cause of establishing welfare societies founded on social and economic 
justice." 


In the midst of suffering, he said, stand congregations of God's people, 


"They have no immunity from the suffering that is around them. Yet 
there they stand, firmly founded on the rock of a larger hope. . .stretching 
forth compassionate hands and welcoming arms to the broken in heart and mind 
ana body", Dr. Cooke said. 


Between the two world wars, the churches have not only continued to aid 
the needy but have created an organization to do the job quickly and effic- 
iently, he emphasized. 


The World Council executive said that this ministry - a direot expres 
sion of ecumenical insight and understanding - shows no distinction of race, 
colour, nation, class, or creed. 


"It enables the churches to manifest a Christian presence in a country 
when other forms of Christian testimony are either difficult or impossible", 
Dr. Cooke said. 


In other sessions the Convention delegates took these actions: 


Adopted a resolution urging church agencies and church-related colleges 
to speed up the progress of racial integration; 


Called for more encouragement of family-planning programmes to stem the 
population explosion; 


Commended the establishment of the US Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency, but expressed disappointment over the resumption of nuclear testing 
in the atmosphere; 


Approved an emergency resolution criticizing Mississippi state officials 
for their defiance of federal court orders.in connection with the admission 
of the first Negro to the state university; 


Voiced support of legislation on medical care for the. aged, but did not 
specify what kind of programme they favoured. 


During the meeting it was also announced that individual members of the 
denomination's churches have contributed over $6,000 to the United Nations 
to signify their support of its work. EPS, Geneva 


45 STUDENTS FROM 22 COUNTRIES ENROLLED 
FOR WORLD COUNCIL'S GRADUATE SCHOOL 


(Geneva) - Forty-five students from 22 countries of Asia, Africa, Australasia, 
Kurope, and North and South America are enrolled in the eleventh session of 
the World Council of Churches! Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies which 


opened here last week. They come from 14 Protestant, Anglican, and Orthodox 
churches. 
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Theme of the four-and-a-half month course is "worship" and special 
study will be devoted to spiritual life and personal discipline, liturgical 
expression, and the meaning of worship for the problems of daily life. 


Speaking on the theme, Dr. H.H. Wolf, Institute director, criticized 
the separation between worship and life and said that "often as Christians 
we use worship as an atonement for the unholiness of our daily LIVES one 
added that the disunity of the Church is as manifest in the different ways 
in which Christians worship as in their different doctrines. 


Greetings were brought by Dr. Claudious Terrier, a Roman Catholic who 
ig vice-rector of the University of Geneva, and by Professor Edmond Rochediet 
dean of the University's Theological Faculty. The Graduate School 
is conducted in association with the Univexsity. EPS, Geneva 


UGANDA'S CATHOLIC AND ANGLICAN ARCHBISHOPS 
CALL FOR UNITY AND PROGRESS IN NEW ATION 


(Kampala, Uganda) - On the occasion of Uganda's independence, October 9, the 
Roman Catholic and Anglican archbishops of the new nation have issued a 
joint statement calling for "a greater degree of unity and dedication to 
hard work if free Uganda is to go forward and take its right place in Africa 
and the world". 


The statement, which was issued by the Anglican Archbishop of Uganda, 
the Most Rev. L.W. Brown, and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Rubaga, the 
Most Rev. J. Xiweauvke, also warns that unity cannot be enforced on a nation 
by dictatorship or force, but only through the free, willing association of 
responsible people. 


Although this was not the first time the two archbishops have issued 
a joint letter, they had not before both instructed that it should be read 
in the churches of their communions. 


The statement titled "Rights, Duties, and Freedoms" counsels the State, 
as a duty, to protect human dignity and basic freedoms, but advises that 
just as the government has the responsibil=ty to uohold the citizens! rights 
so the citizens also have the duty to work for their country. 


It particularly stresses the role of Christians in building a strong, 
free nation, asking that they "prove themselves outstanding in working with 
all their abilities and strength to do their duty as citizens..." oy 


Uganda's independence is also hailed in a full-page advertisement 
‘placed in church newspapers in England by the Anglican Church Missionary 
Society. The text commends the Christian missionaries who have helped pave 
the way for independence and comments that although in the past the Christié 
message has often been "marred by the suspicion and rivalry" between the 
churches, "we rejoice at the many signs of a new respect and cooperation © 
which have now become evident between Anglicans and Roman Catholics". 

EPS, Geneva 
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MINISTER BEATEN IN ATTEMPT 
TO HALT STUDENT RIOTING 


(Oxford, Miss.) ~ The Rev. Duncan M, Gray, Jr., rector of St. Paul's Episco- 
pal ohurch here, was beaten and cursed as he tried to quiet one of the 
groups of students rioting on the campus of the University of Mississippi 

to protest the admission of the school's first Negro, 


For these actions, and for an earlier sermon in which he called for 
obedience to constitutional authority, Mr. Gray was commended in a telegram 
from Episcopal Presiding Eishop Arthur Lichtenberger in New York. 


"I wish to assure you of my profound respect and support for your 
sermon and action on Sunday in a tragic and difficult Situation", Bishop 
Lichtenberger wired. 


Mr, Gray and the Rev, Wofford Smith, Episcopal chaplain at the univer- 
sity, spent most of Sunday night on the campus trying to persuade. students 


to stop the rioting which led to two deaths and many injuries. 


At one point Mr. Gray mounted the pedestal of a Confederate statue: and 
asked the students to "halt this onslaught", He was pulled from the 
pedestal, cursed and beaten by the students and finally rescued by campus 

police, LV BRAS ; 


On Sunday morning Mr, Gray had made the following statements in a 
sermon +o some 160 parishioners: 


"We cannot long survive as a nation if every state is free to decide 
which federal laws she will obey and which she will not. No university in 
the world would defend this position rationally, and no Christian church 
in the world would defend it morally, : 


_, "And I do not believe that any one of us here today could.stand in the 
‘presence of Jesus of Nazareth, look Him Squarely in the eye and say, 'We.- 
will not admit a Negro to the University of Mississippi!." 


Mr. Gray said the reaction to his sermon was "mixed", 


. In another Sunday service here, Father Keitti of St. John's Roman 
Catholic Church, which is integrated, asked his congregation to pray during 
the crisis and to ask especially that "our university, our town, and our 
state rill not be left with-a stigma", EPS, Geneva 


US CHURCHES DENOUNCE VIOLENCE IN MISSISSIPPI: 
SUPPORT PRESIDENT AND ASK PENITENTIAL PRAYER 


(New York) - Christian groups throughout the United States have spoken out 
against the violence and riots protesting the admission of the first Negro 
student to the University of Mississippi. ‘In several communities special 
prayers of penitence are also being offered. . (See story above). 


In Chicago, seme 700 clergy and lay delegates to the constituting 
convention of the Lutheran Church in America's Illinois Synod dencunced the 
"tragedy" of the riots and commended and supported "the President and 
Attorney General of the US for their efforts in upholding the laws of the 
land and the decision of Federal courts regarding the rights of all men tna 
enjoy equality before the law in areas of education, employment, and hcusing". 
Noting that there also are racial tensions in their areas, they said they 
also "are involved in the Sin, anguish, and suffering of the present crisis.." 
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In Ocean City, N.J., the Methodist Northeast Conference of Social 
Concern also went on record in support of President Kennedy's action in 
. sending Federal troops into the strife-torn university town. 


- Similar resolutions also have been passed by United Presbyterian 
churches in the Elizabeth, N.J., area and by the International Conventicn 
of Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in Los Angeles. 


In the State of Washington, the Rt. Rev. William Creighton, Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of Washington, called for prayers as an act of repentance 
and humble submission to the judgement of God. 


- In a pastoral letter the Bishop said: ,"We are summoned ‘to repent 
because no one of us is free of responsibility for the divisions that exist 
among us and for the failure to live aati Cte as the beloved children of 
our common Father". 


Support of the president's action also came from the president of the 
nation's largest Negro church - the National Baptist Convention, USA. Dr. 
J.H, Jackson said that it "dramatized for the whole world. the fact that the 
US government as a whole stands for justice and freedom and equal opportunity 
for all, although the actions of the Governor of Mississippi put us as a 
nation under a cloud..." EPS,. Geneva 


CHRISTIANS OF ALL COMMUNIONS 
PRAY FOR SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Geneva) - Christians around the world - Orthodox, Anglicans,and Protestants 
as well as Roman Catholics are praying that the Second Vatican Council which 
opened in Rome on Thursday may advance the cause of Christian unity. 


Prayers are being offered in response to appeals by ehurch leaders of 
churches, and national and international bodies. In many cases texts for 
the prayers have been suggested. 


Many are similar to that issued in Geneva by the World Alliance of 
Young Men's Christian Associations which asks that "...this great gathering 
may strengthen the forces leading to increasing understanding and. unity 
among Christians, in accordance with the prayer of our Lord that they all 
may be one that the world may believe that Thou. didst send Him..." 


Similarly, Swiss Protestants have been told by their Federation that 
"prayer is essential" for the Council "if Christians are to be faithful to 
the quest for unity of the Body of Christ in all churches". The appeal 
reminded them that the Swiss Roman Catholic hierarchy asked for prayers for 
the success of the World Council of Churches! Third ate held late last 
year in New Delhi, India. 


Other bodies which have issued specific appeals for prayer include the 
Evangelical Church of the Rhineland, Germany; the Protestant Episcopal 
Church (USA); . the United ied unt aalea Church in the USA;, the Anglican 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, Australia; and many others. ‘EPS, Geneva 
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DEAN GRUBER URGES CHRISTIANS HELP 
JEWS STRENGTHEN THEIR RELIGIOUS TRADITION 


(New York) - ean Heinrich Griber, German Lutheran churchman famed for his 
work to help the Jews during the Nazi era, said here that "Christians must 
help Jews to become better Jews, and Jews must help Christians to become 
better Christians, real 


"Both Christians and Jews must come to a deeper and better understanding 
of God's command for men", he said. "My opinion is that after Christians 


have persecuted Jcws for 1,600 years their first job is to show understanding 


and tolerence, 


"At this time in history, Christians and Jews must draw together 
against all the dangcrs that confront them both", he added. 


The internationally-known clergymen, who is on a speaking tour of major 
US cities, has long been a staunch foe of anti-Semitism and an advocate of 
greater understanding and respect between racial and religious groups. He 
spent three years in Nazi concentration camps for his efforts to help the 
Jews and most recently drew world-wide attention when he was the only Germain 
clergyman to testify against the Nazi war criminal, Adolf Hichmann, 
EPS, Geneva 


US METHODIST LEADER SAYS ; 
MISSIONARIES APPRECIATED BY ALGERIANS 


(New York) - Despite the suspicion and hostility between Arab and European 
bred by eight years of war in Algeria, there is a vast reservoir of. goodwill 
toward US Metnodist missionaries on the part of the Algerian people, the 


executive committee of the Methodist Division of World Missions was told here. 


The Rev. Dr, Hugene L. Smith, general secretary of the Division, 
reported to the executive committee on his visit to Algeria shortly after 
freedom came in July. 


"You can feel the warmth of feeling toward the missionaries among all 
Who Know then", Dr. Smith said. "The goodwill is also attested by the fact 
that in all the eight vears of fighting, including the bloody battles just 
before incependence, no Methodist property has been damaged." 


Unfortunately, the Methodist Church has suffered heavy losses of member- 
ship from persons who have emigrated from Algeria to France, Dr. Smith added. 
In some places, tne congregations have been reduced to almost nothing. The 
congregations were composed of European and Kabyle Christians, most of whom 
were political moderates by conviction. As moderates, they were distrusted 
by the extremists on both sides, Most of those who have gone to France 
have besome identified with Protestant churches there. . EPS, Geneva 


CYPRUS ORTHODOX CHURCH FORMS 
YOUTH UNIT AGAINST COMMUNISM 


(Nicosia, Cyprus) - A National Council of Cypriot Youth, to "form a bulwark 
against communism", has been organized here under the sponsorship of the 
Orthodox Church in Cyprus. 


leading the Council is Bishop George Pavlides, who was ordainedulast 
year as suffragan to Archbishop Makarios, the head of the Church and also 
President of Cyprus. 


No. 37 - 12th October, 1962 Aek: spa dae hay TRS gs 


Bishop Pavlides told a press conference the Council would "defend Greek 
Orthodox youth from Communist propaganda" and educate them in their daily 
task of "carrying on. material and spiritual work within the sphere of 
national. and social obligations". He added that one of its purposes would 
be to coordinate. the work of other Cypriot youth groups. 


Observers here noted that the formation of the national council came in 
the wake. of. vigorous efforts by branches of the Communist Party in Cyprus to 
recruit young people into its. ranks. EPS, Geneva 


SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN, REFORMED CHURCH 
AGENCIES ASKED TO DISCUSS COOPERATION 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - A joint committee of the Presbyterian Church in the US 
(Southern) and the Reformed Church in America has urged boards and agencies 
of the two denominations working in the same area to make initial contacts 
for discussion of greater cooperation. 


The committee also suggested that clergy and laymen of the two churches 
begin contacts with each other through attending conferences and through an. 
exchange cf speakers. 


These recommendations were made by the committee at a two-day meeting 
here and reported following the sessions by Dr. James Millard of Atlanta, 
Ga., stated clerk cf the Presbyterian church. 


Comprising 12 clergy and lay representatives from each of the two 
denominations, the committee has been authorized by the churches’ judicial 
bodies to "study and explore together certain areas of common concern", with 
a long-range view looking toward possible merger. : 


Commenting cn the committee's meeting, Dr. Millard said that the 
"feeling we are deeply related becomes very obvious every time we talk. 
We tend to look at things in very much the same sort of way. Of course, . 
we have a common heritage." EPS, Geneva 


NIGERIAN METHODISTS .GAIN INDEPENDENCE: 
STEP IS HAILED BY .WORLD. COUNCIL PRESIDENT 


(Lagos, Nigeria) ~ The independent Methodist Church in Nigeria has been 
officially launched at ceremonies in Lagos on the second anniversary of the. 
nation's independence. 


‘In a message of greeting to the church Sir Francis Ibiam, Governor of 
Rastern Nigeria and a president of the World Council of Churches, paid’ 
tribute to the hundreds of missionaries who have paved the way for independ- 
ence, but stressed that the church can be "truly and firmly rooted on 
Nigerian soil only when the indigenes are in complete control". 


He added that "this is not to say that our overseas friends must hands. 
off altogether", for "we are labourers together with God", but he stressed. 
that "there is abundant evidence to show that the Nigerian Methodist is 
undoubtedly capable and competent to take over and to address himself 
seriously and deterwinedly to the colossal task of continuing the work of 
spreading the Gospel of Christ first in Nigeria and them to the uttermost 
part-of the earth..." 
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The independence ceremonies were launched with a service in the Trinity 
Methodist Church in Lagos which marked the opening of a six-day inaugural 
conference and a month of special events, including the laying of the corner- 
stone for new Methodist headquarters in Lagos by the governor-general of 
Nigeria. 


The first Methodist missionaries came to the country in 1842. Be aN kD ps i 
the British Methodist Conference agreed to grant autonomy to overseas Metho- 
dist churches whenever they felt ready fer the responsibility. The Nigerian 
Methodists decided to apply for autonomy in 1961, and the application was 
granted this July, . | BPS, Geneva 


‘PRIEST SEES "CONVERGENCE" AS 
PROVIDING MOST LIKELY HOPE OF UNITY 


(Minneapolis, Minn.) - A leading US Jesuit theologian has suggested that 
Christian unity might eventually be achieved through "convergence". This 
rather than “compromise, conversion, or comprehension", the latter which he 
described as "unity without conformity", seems. the most likely hope, Father 
Gustave Weigel, S.J., told a meeting here. 


, None of the et three is acceptable, but "convergence" may be. the 
answer, he suggested. He noted that Catholicism and Protestantism are 
becoming more and more alike in their Scripture studies, liturgies,: and 
architecture, and "today you have to look at the sign on the church to 
determine whose it is". 


Father Weigel commented that the Christian unity movement is "warming 
Up; but no one should take his coat off yet". (The main purpose of the 
ecumenical movement is achieved just in talking with each other and the 
progress in reducing the distance between Catholicism and Protestantism 
has been "simply dazzling", he said. Despite this, he added, he cannot 
see the place where they will coincide. EPS, Geneva 


BASTERN EUROPEAN YOUTH REPORTED SHOWING 
GREATER RELIGIOUS INTEREST THAN ADULTS» 


(Macon; Ga.) - Youth between the ages of 19 and 25 in Eastern European 
countries "display a greater interest in freedom and religion" than their 
elders, some 3,000 persons attending the annual “Mikado Missionary Baptist 
Conference held here were told. 


Burt Reed, public relations director for Trans World Radio, who has 

observed 5 Pesce conditions in Burope for more than four years,. said 
‘that although young people have been indoctrinated with atheistic propa- 
ganda, "they still queried me about religion, and most of their questions 
dealt with the second coming of the Lord = you see, religion may be their 
only. hope". 

- Mr. Reed, who has headquarters in Monte Carlo, Monaco, said he had 
Spoken to groups in Hungary, Poland, Germany, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia. 


Trans World Radio, with headquarters. in the USA,. broadcasts recorded 
religious programmes to Eastern European countries from short-wave trans- 
mitters in Monte Carlo, Morocco, Lebanon, and Germany. EPS, Geneva 
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MSGR. WILLEBRANDS. VISITED MOSCOW TO CONFER 
WITH ORTHODOX ABOUT. VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - Msgr. J.C. “M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity, visited Moscow last week to confer with 
Russian Orthodox Church authorities about the possibility se their sending 
an observer to the Second Vatican Council. 


An announcement issued by the Secretariat here said Msgr. Willebrands 
"took the initiative of going to Moscow from September 27 to October 2 to 
give verbal information to the patriarchal authorities on the Vatican 
Council". It said that "contacts*have taken place for several months between 
the Secretariat. . .and some personalities of the Patriarchate of Moscow". 


At EPS press time the Orthodox Church had not yet indicated whether it 
would. send an observer to the Council which opened on Thursday, October ll. 
EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Professor Albert S. Geyser, former lecturer at the University of 
Pretoria, South Africa, who was ousted following his conviction on charges 
of heresy, has assumed a new post as professor of divinity at the University 
of Witwatersrand, South Africa. There is widespread opinion that Professor 
Geyser who was accused of teaching doctrines that amounted to a denial of. 
Christ's divinity was actually condemned for his opposition to the South: 
African government!s apartheid programme. (See EPS No. 36). 


Tt Mirch FANT 


~ 


Representatives of Armenian religious communities all. over the world x 
are meeting in Erivan, Soviet Armenia for the general assembly ‘Of. the 
Armenian Gregorian Orthodox Church. The Catholicos Vazguen, Patriarch of 
the Armenian Church, is presiding over the sessions. Delegations are’ present 
from the USA, England, France, Italy, eee ae Pee Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, 
India, and feoed ate 


x *% 


A statement endorsing the US Supreme Court decision banning GHGs opi ay 
Regents! Prayer in New :York State public schools and opposing pfrorta: ton.) 
amend the Constitution to overcome the ruling has been adopted by the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs at its semi-annual meeting in. 
Washington, D.C. The committee, which represents eight major Baptist con- 
ventions in the United States and Canada, said: "We think along with the 
Court that .'the constitutional prohibition against laws respecting an - 
establishment of religion must at least mean that in this country it is no 
part of the business of government to compose official prayers ee any groups 
of American people to recite!." (See EPS No. 33). © 


* * * 


At the invitation of the-Preparatory Committee of the Second Vatican 
Council, Professor Dr. L.J. van Holk, Leyden University, Netherlands, will 
represent the International. Association for Liberal Christianity and Religiot 
Freedom for the full. period of the sessions of the Council in the capacity 
of delegate-observer. Dr. Dana McLean Greeley, president of the: Unitarian 
Universalist Association, Boston, USA, will attend part of the sessions as 
the Association's second delegate-observer. Professor Dr. J. Luther Adams, — 
Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, USA, has been nominated alternate. 


| 


‘No. 37 - 12th October, 1962 Bi 


Two gifts totalling $6,000 have been contributed by the United Church 
of Christ for campaigns devoted to rebuilding burned Negro churches and to 
voter registration education in the South. Two agencies of the church, in 
a joint resolution, condemned the "inhumanity and lawlessness" of the burn- 
ing of Negro churches in Georgia. They called the arson destruction of four 
churches "doubly outrageous and repugnant" because it is "intimidation" — 
designed to discourage the recent voter registration campaigns. Four Negro 
churches, all involved in voter registration drives, were destroyed by fire 
in September. The National Council of Churches is also conducting a fund 
drive for the churches. (See EPS No. 36). . car Seneniaperietbonie 


ae ae Le 


Plans for a proposed conference on "Human Relations and Communication 
Today" in South Africa have been abandoned because of the South African 
government's refusal to grant passport facilities to overseas speakers 
attending the conference. The conference had been planned by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations, in association with the University of 
Witwatersrand. Conference organizers were told by the Secretary for the 
Interior that failure to grant passport facilities followed the declared 
Opposition of Prime Minister Dr. H.F. Verwoerd to the whole concept of the 
conference, . 


et Ve * 


Youth in Britain, France, and West Germany have a great deal of racial 
prejudice, but on the whole they are more tolerant than their elders. This 
is the implication of a preliminary Survey being made by UNESCO on attitudes 
of youth in the three countries towards ethnic minorities. Interviews and 
questions covered youth attitudes to Jews in the three countries; to West 
Indians in Britain; to Algerians in France; and to Russians, Poles, and 
Americans in West Germany. 


cae Mba * 


Some 350 Czech laymen took part in five Bible study courses during the 
past summer organized by the Synodical Council of the Evangelical Church of 
the Czech Brethren. A report said in all the courses much attention was 
given to the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches, and that 
delegates and observers from the church who had attended the Assembly gave 
personal reports of the proceedings. 


ede Re ma 


In anticipation. of the time when the church will be able to resume Lts 
mission work in China, the Roman Catholic Church is training Chinese-speaking 
priests in the Chinese Language Seminary at Saigon, South Vietnam, according 
to FIDES, international Roman Catholic news service. FIDES said that twelve 
students are now enrolled in the seminary and are following courses in Latin 
and Chinese. They come from the Chinese Catholic community in Cholon- 
Saigon, which numbers about 5,000 members, most of whom are recent converts. 
The seminarians are the first vocations from the community in the last thirty 
years, the service said. 


* * * 
The Sudanese government is conducting a campaign to encourage people 


to learn the Koran by heart, according to reports in the Sudanese press, 
The campaign is part of a general drive to encourage Muslim studies. 


| 
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Rast European refugee congregations in West Germany are currently 
scontributing nearly DM 4,000 ($1,000) for the Lutheran World Federation's 
assistance to Chinese refugees in Hong Kong, it has been disclosed at LWF 
headquarters in Geneva. The congregations have a membership of some 25,000 
Lutherans - some of them still in refugee camps - from Latvia, Estonia, 
Lithuania, Hungary, and Poland, who are cared for by 25 full-time pastors in 
scattered localities. | 


Cay MTT TOT Eh OR TAT 


The Christian Advocate, official publication of The Methodist Church 
(USA), has proposed a three-year exchange of pastors from the northern and 
southern states in the United States to improve race relations. It said 
such an exchange would improve understanding. . -because "we tend to forget 
that one cannot fully comprehend all the exigencies of any situation unless 
there is personal involvement". It suggested pastors from northern areas 
"who have a sense of mission on race relations" ‘should be transferred -to 
"sensitive!" areas in the South. aa a 


See oie 


Czech Protestant church leaders who are members.of the Union of 
Constance, an organization of all the Protestant churches in Prague, have 
started a programme which many believe will have far-reaching importance for 
inter-church relations. Every three months they take part in a communion 
service in one of the Prague congregations. Services have been held in the 
Moravian, Baptist, and Methodist churches. A report said "this common 
communion. . «is meant as a reminder that the.people of Christ are one 
- people, even if they are gathered in different churches". EPS, Geneva 


- 
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PRESS ANALYSES OF MEANING OF "SURPRISES"! 
OF FIRST DAYS OF THE VATICAN COUNCIL’ © 


(Rome) - Unexpected developments in the opening days of the Second Vatican 


.Council occupied the world's press in the past week. After initial stories 
reporting the opening ceremonies, October ll, newspaper columns have been 


filled with comments, analyses and interpretations of the meaning of the 
first days! events, 


Their comments have been largely concerned with three major unanti- 
cipated developments - the sending of observers by the Moscow Patriarchate 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, the"modern' nature of the Pope's opening 


address, and the emergence of the so-called "liberal" wing which blocked 


scheduled voting on membership of the ten commissions. 


Jbservers 


— 


Russian Orthodox 


In a lengthy article the Paris daily Le Monde, commenting on’ the 
sending of observers by the Moscow Patriarchate, described the action as "a 
t70-fold paradox"; first because "contrary to all expectations" Moscow has 
observers present, and secondly because the Ecumenical Patriarchate which 
"had shown itself much more kindly disposed" has declined to send observers, 
See stories page 4). | | 


Le Monde's correspondent Henri Fesquet suscests that one. of the 
reasons why Moscow may have taken the step is because of "a basic feeling of 
Solidarity with a confession which represents an undeniable international 
spiritual power". | 
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The editor of La Croix, the French Roman Catholic journal, Father 
Antoine Wenger, regards the absenee of observers from the Heumenical 
Patriarchate as the result of "a separation which has undoubtedly existed 
for too long" and of "mutual ignorance too deep for it to be possible to re- 
establish the necessary contacts in three years of ecumenical efforts." 


As for the presence of non-Roman Catholic observers, he comments that 
their attendance "will not be purely symbolic, as there had been reason to 
fear. The mere fact that they are there will have an influence on the dis- 
cussions and on the way in, which the non-Catholic confessions speak. More- 
over, the conversations behind the scenes will have considerable. influence." 


He added that while their presence will in no way change the nature of 
the Council, which is not a Council of union, "their presence manifests 
the common desire for unity which, through the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, is breaking down the confessional barriers and destroying mutual 
aNIMosi tyes” 


The Pope's Address 


Both Le Monde and La Croix also wrote at length about the sccond great 
"surprise" of the Council - __ the "modern" nature of the Pope's openzpe 
address. 


Le Monde interpretea the Pope!s address as criticism of. the rinteperet! 
or very conservative wing of the hierarchy. 


It quotes in support of its conclusion. the Pope's words from the open- 
ing address? 


"In the daily exercise of our pastoral office, we sometimes have to 
listen, much to our regret, to voices of persons who, though burning with 
zeal, are not endowed with too much sense of discretion or measure. In 
these modern times they can see nothing but prevarication and ruin; they 
say that our era, in comparison with past eras, is getting worse; and they 
behave as though they had learned nothing from history, which is nonetheless— 
the teacher of life, and as though at the time of former Councils everything 
was a full triumph for the Christian idea and life, and for proper religious 
liberty." 


It also quotes °. the Pope's statement that "the Church should never 
depart from the sacred patrimony of truth received from the fathers. . . 
(but) at the same time she must ever’ look to the present, to new conditions | 
and new forms of life introduced into the modern world which have opened new 
avenues to the Catholic apostolate". 


Ee es a pointed to the fact that the Pope stressed the "visible unity in 
truth" of all Christ!s followers. 


The Pope in referring to the "great mystery" of unity had said it has 
three aspects:. the firm unity of Roman Catholics among themselves; .."the - 
unity of prayer and ardent desires with which those Christians. separated 

from the Apostolic See aspire to be united with us"; and "the unity in. 
esteem and respect for the Catholic Church that animates those who follow 
non-Christian religions". 


Le Monde commented that this emphasis. on unity means that in the, Pope! af 
view ecumenism is "something much wider than the frontiers of the Christian 
confessions; it includes the whole human race". 
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Postponement of Voting on Commission Memberships © 


The third "surprise" of the week according to Le Monde was the post- 

- ponement of voting on the membership of the ten Commissions asked for by 
Cardinal Liénart of Lille, France, and Cardinal Frings, of Cologne, Germany, 
who was acting on behalf of the Archbishops of Vienna and Munich, Cardinal 
Liénart asked for the delay in order that members of the Council could get 
to know each other better. 


"The importance of this initiative by Cardinal Liénart can hardly be 
exaggerated," Le Monde said, "but it has been received rather coldly in 
Roman circles. If the voting had started as scheduled on Saturday, October 
13, the Bishops, at such short notice, would have been tempted to vote for 
the existing lists, which were all ready to circulate. ., . The Commissions 
would have resembled the (pre-Council) Preparatory Commissions like twin- 
sisters which would not have displeased some persons who do not favour 
giving the Council complete freedom. . ." BPS, Geneva 


PRAYERS FOR VATICAN COUNCIL OFFERED BY 
INCREASING NUMBER OF NON-ROMAN CATHOLICS 


(Geneva) - The number of non-Roman Catholics praying for the Vatican Council 
continues to grow. (See EPS No. 37). 


Appeals have now been issued bys Archbishop Iakovos, primate of the 
Greek Orthodox Church in North and South Americas; Anglican Bishop Oliver 
Tomkins of Bristol, England; Charles C. Parlin, a US Methodist layman who 
is a president of the World Council of Churches; the Netherlands Council of 
Churches; the chief chaplain of the Evangelical Church in Germany (BKID) to 
the West German armed forces; and the Ecumenical Youth Council of Austria. 


In Philadelphia, Pa. GUS). the bells of four Protestant Episcopal 
churches were rung to herald the opening of the Council, and in San Francisco 
prayers for the Council were said at services at Grace Episcopal Church, 
attended by three Roman Catholic priests and three laymen as specially 
invited guests. 


Archbishop Iakovos in asking for prayer said: 


"We are prompted to make this paternal recommendation in view of the 
ecumenical and unifying efforts which characterize our church today and over 
the years." 


The prayer suggested by the Archbishop petitioned for the reunion of 
the Church and asked the "Founder of the Church" to "look upon the Second 
Vatican Council of our Catholic brethren, and grant unto them Thy mercy and 
compassion,' 


The prayer continued in parts 


"Direct their minds to Thy truth, and guide them along the path of Thy 
Commandments. Thou hastsaid, O Lord, 'A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another, as I have loved you. . .and by this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.! (John 13: 


34-35). 


"Therefore, we humbly beseech Thee, O Lord: remember Thy Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church, which extends from end to end of the universe; and 
grant peace unto her, whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy sacred Blood," 


EPS, Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE AND CHURCH OF GREECE 
DECLINE INVITATION TO ATTEND VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Istanbul) - The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, which has primacy 
of honour in Orthodoxy, has informed the Vatican that it has declined an 
invitation to send observer-delegates to the Vatican Council. 


The Patriarch's message was conveyed to Cardinal Bea, chairman of the 
Seoretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, by Bishop Emilianos, the 
representative of the Patriarchate to World Council of Churches: headquarters 
in Geneva, in a visit to Rome last week, 


In Athens, it was also announced that the Greek Orthodox Church will 
not send an observer. The announcement said the decision by the Holy Synod : 
was taken after consultation with the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


The decisions mean that of the major churches of Orthodoxy only the 
Russian Orthodox Church will be represented by observer-delegates at the 
Second Vatican Council. The Athens News Agency, official publication of the 
Greek government's Information Service, said the Russian decision to send 
observers "has caused surprise, not to say resentment" at the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and in Athens. Archbishop Chrysostomos, primate of the Greek 
Church, called the decision "regrettable". 


Meanwhile, it was learned last week that the Holy Synod of the Serbian 
Orthodox Church has been invited to send observers to the Vatican Council. 


According to well-informed circles, the church is considering the matter. 
. BPS, Geneva 


Qa eeeE—EE ee 


TWO NAMED BY MOSCOW PATRIARCHATE 
AS VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS 


(Rome) - Two representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet 
Union are attending the Second Vatican Council as observer-delegates. 

Their appointment by Patriarch Alexius of Moscow followed the recent visit 
to Moscow of Msgr. J.C.M. Willebrands, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat 
for the Promotion of Christian Unity. (See EPS No. 37) 


| 
] 
a 
The two observers are Archpriest Vitaly Borovoy, representative of the | 
Moscow Patriarchate to World Council of Churches headquarters in Genéva, , 
and Archimandrite Vladimir Kotliarov, professor of the Leningrad Theological 
} 


ee 


Academy. Both were delegates to the World Council of Churches! Third Assembl 
Archpriest Borovoy is a member of the WCC's policy-making Central Committee. 


Observer-delegates are also present from the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside Russia - which does not recognize: the authority of the. Moscow ¥ 
Patriarchate. They are Bishop Anthony of Geneva and Switzerland, and Archi- | 
mandrite Igor Troyanoff of Lausanne. The Russian Orthodox Church Outside 
Russia was organized in 1920 to unite in one body of dioceses the missions 
and parishes of the Russian Orthodox Church outside Russia. Its headquarters 
are in New York City. \ BPS, Geneva 7 

| a 
DR. RAMSEY SAYS ANGLICAN CONCERN FOR ORTHODOX FRIENDSHIP 5 
IS HELPFUL IN DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER COMMUNIONS . 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Rev. Arthur Michael Ramsey, | 
told the opening session of the Convocation of Canterbury here that the grow=" 
ing friendship between Anglicans and Orthodox does not detract from Anglican © 
concern for unity with other Christian communions. 
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Speaking in his capacity as Convocation president, Dr. Ramsey said: 
"Rather, it is- true, I believe, that contact with Eastern Orthodoxy can help 
us to get behind some of our. controversies of the Catholic and Protestant 
West and to see others in a more helpful perspective", 


He called for constant prayer that the discussions between the Church 


of England and the Methodists would bear great fruit. As for Anglican- 


Presbyterian discussions, he said they are still "at an exploratory and 
informal stage". 


In following sessions, the Convocations of both Canterbury and York 


“approved a new form for the burial of suicides, applicable whether. guilt or 


lack of guilt may be involved. Supporters of the new form emphasized that 
while suicide is thought of as a crime against society, it more often is an 
offence of society against the individual. 


Approval of the new form will have to pass through several stages 
before it can become church practice. 


There are an estimated 5,000 suicides each year in England and the 
number of attempted suicides is estimated at 40,000. The British government 
has undertaken legislation to remove suicide from the list of erimes, but to 
retain it as a crime to aid and abet suicide. 


A move towards closer association of the laity with the synods of the 
Church of England was advanced a step when both Houses of the Convocation 
of Canterbury also accepted a proposal to set up a General Synod with the 


powers now held separately by the York and Canterbury Convocations and a 


House of Laity. However, the Convocation of York declined to offer any 
opinion on the best method of giving the laity a greater say in the church's 
decisions, 


Proponents of the scheme emphasized that at present the laity can 
attend only the Church Assembly and are excluded from certain important 
discussions and decisions taken in the Convocations. EPS, Geneva 


YOUTH PARLIAMENT AGAINST 
MORNING PRAYERS IN SCHOOLS 


Gothenburg) - The central organization of senior pupils in Swedish schools 
SECO), at its annual "parliament" here, adopted by 129 votes to 77 a motion 
requestingthe authorities to prohibit hymn-singing and the active participa- 


tion of pupils in unison prayers in the schools! "morning assembly". They 
_ propose instead that morning prayers should be held on a voluntary basis. 


A reservation, signed by 34 delegates, stated that the parliament had 
not taken aecount of general opinion in the schools, and claimed that most 
pupils want to see morning prayers continued in their present form. They 
also stated that voluntary prayers during recess would be regarded as a form 
of Christian confession, and that many who appreciate morning prayers would 
lack the courage to participate on those terms,’ 


According to a referendum conducted by the Swedish Student Christian 
Movement via the Swedish Institute of Public Opinion, 77 per cent of pupils 
are in favour of retaining prayers and hymn-singing, while only 5 per cent 


“want to see them discontinued. 


The decision of the youth parliament has thus been widely criticized 
as being unrepresentative. EPS, Geneva 
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$2,000,000 “LITERATURE FUND PROPOSED 


TO: AID ASIAN, AFRICAN, SOUTH AMERICAN CHURCHES Ad 

(Bethel, Germany). - Greatly.increased "common and coordinated effort" by 
-estern Christian organizations to help meet the literature needs of the 
churches of Africa, Asia, and Latin America was urged by a World Council of 
Churches! consultation here. 


Representatives of national missionary councils and interdenominational 
Christian literature agencies on both sides of the North Atlantic advocated 
the establishment of a $2,000,000 Christian literature fund to marshal 
fresh resources for this purpose. 


. At the same time, they proposed the establishment of literature secre- 
tariats in the national missionary councils of continental Burope, as well 
as provision for information exchange among them concerning the support of 
overseas projects. | 


Also called for was an arrangement for common consultation and collab- 
oration between the bhuropean secretariats and both the Christian Literature 
Council of Great Britain and the Committee on World Literacy and Christian 
Literature in North America. The latter are widely representative inter- 
denominational agencies. 


Organized by the WCC's Division of World Mission and Evangelism, the 
consultation was attended by more than 50 persons associated with Christian 
groups of Europe, Great Britain, and North America that support publication 
endeavours of the younger churches. ; 


Its proposals for a new international fund said that it should be "an 
autonomous agency governed by a representative committee, ultimately respons~ 
ible to the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism of the World Council 
of Churches, the relationship to be similar to that of the Theological 
Education Fund (TEF)". 

Established in 1958, the TEF is described as "a service of the 
Commission on World Mission and Evangelism". It became a part of the World 
Council when the WCC and the International Missionary Council were integrated 
last year at New Delhi. 


It was explained that the intended operations of the proposed fund 
would have “limited and defined objectives", such as "nioneering ventures 
and new undertakings beyond the scope or resources of existing agencies 
working in the field of Christian literature". | 


The fund "would stand in an auxiliary and supplementary relationship 
to these agencies" and would have "due regard to the effect of its operation: 


on their continuing responsibilities". EPS, Geneva 


_ ENGLISH FREE CHURCH COUNCIL ACCEPTS INVITATION 


TO DISCUSS CLOSER RELATIONSHIP WITH ORTHODOX 
(London) ~ The National Free Church Federal Council of England has accepted 


an invitation from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, spiritual 


leader of Greek Orthodoxy, to begin conversations concerning closer 
relationships. 
The Council, a federation of Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Bap- 


tists, Methodists, and several other Free Churches, took the action at its 
meeting here last week. ~ Sn ca 3 


In a second vote, it also decided to accept an invitation from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to discuss topics which, an announcement said, 
"were not disclosed in the invitation". EPS, Geneva 
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LACK OF "GENUINE COMMITMENT" 
HELD OBSTACLE TO CHRISTIAN GAINS 


(Washington, D.C.) - Lack of genuine commitment on the part of many Christ- 
ijans and the scientific and materialistic orientation. of the world today were 
the most frequently listed "chief obstacles to Christian advance" ina. 


symposium in the periodical Christianity Today. 


The 25 scholars who participated in the symposium included. such well- 
known churchmen as theologian Emil Brunner, Dr. Charles Malik, former. presi- 
dent of the United Nations! Gencral Assembly, and British writer C.S.. Lewis. 
Their comments appeared in the October 12 issue of the Protestant fortnightly 
published here. 


Mr. Lewis; -a professor at Cambridge University, said that, "next to 
the prevalent materialism for which we are not to blame", the greatest 
problem faced by Christians is the divisions between and within church 
bodies. 


"While the name Christianity covers a hundred mutually contradictory 
beliefs, who can be converted to it?" he asked. 


Dr. Malik, an Orthodox layman who is now a professor at the American 
University of Beirut, Lebanon, said the obstacle lies in "preoccupation with 
the world on its own terms" - the tendency to answer social, political, and 
economic problems in purely secular terms - and in "the trust in things 
rather than in the living God", 


Dr. Brunner, professor emeritus at the University of Zurich, Switzer- 
land, saw the obstacle as the "guilt of the past centuries, namely th 
Christian mission having been a:part of western imperialism. «petty iene 


Because of the "naive arrogance" of assuming that Western culture is 
superior, "the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Gospel of the servant of God and 
man, is not understood and not believed", he said. 


Dr. Carl F.H. Henry, editor of Christianity Today, identified the 
major problem as "man's distrust of the Biblical requirements of spiritual 
regeneration and social justice. 


"Those who try to cushion the current trend of history with only 
material and secular counterforces unwittingly retard and dishonour Christ- 
ian enterprise", Dr. Henry said. EPS, Geneva 


VISIT TO RUMANIA PLANNED 
‘BY WORLD COUNCIL LEADERS 


(Geneva) - A four-member delegation of the World Council of Churches will 
visit Rumania, October 25 - November 2, at the invitation of Patriarch 
- Justinian of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, 


The group will be: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the 
WCC's policy-making Central Committee; Archbishop Iakovos, New York, a 
president of the WCC; Dr. W.A. Visser !t+ Hooft, general secretary; and 
Bishop Emilianos, representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople 
to World Council headquarters. 


An announcement said the delegation also will confer with leaders of 
Other churches in Rumania. Three other churches in addition to the Orthodox 
“church are WCC members. These are the Hungarian Lutheran Church in Rumania, 


the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession, and the Transylvanian 
“Reformed Church, . é . * 


«a 
. 4 


EPS, Geneva 
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SO. AFRICAN DUTCH REFORMED CHURCHES 
REUNITED AFTER NEARLY A CENTURY 


(Cape Town) - Five Dutch Reformed churches of South Africa were reunited 
after nearly a century of division when the five federated synods, repre- 
senting the four provinces and South-West Africa, resolved to establish a 
united general synod. 


These churches have been organized separately since 1865 when the 
courts held that the Cape synod was not empowered to admit delegates from 
congregations outside Cape Colony. As a result, Natal, the Free State, 

- Transvaal, and later South-West Africa were forced to establish their own 
synods. | 


The churches have been working in close association through a federal 
council, but the decision establishes a united church, bringing its 
1,500,000 members under a eentral controlling body with a general synod meet- 
‘ing every four years. 


A new synod for the united church was formed at the meeting at which 
the unification took place. - EPS, Geneva 


US SUPREME COURT TO REVIEW 
PUBLIC SCHOOL PRAYER ISSUE 


(Washington, D.C.) - The United States! Supreme Court has agreed to look 
again at the controversy over the reading of the Bible and the recitation of 
prayers in schools. (See EPS No. 37). 


The court agreed to review both a Federal Court decision which held 
unconstitutional a Pennsylvania law requiring readings from the Bible in 
schools, and a decision by the Maryland Court of Appeals upholding the right 
of Baltimore to have a daily Bible reading and recitation of the; Lord tay. 
Prayer in its schools, 


The Supreme Court caused a nation-wide discussion during its last 
session by holding unconstitutional the recitation of a prayer written by 
New York State school officials, saying this violated the traditional 
separation of Church and State. EPS, Geneva 


ATHENAGORAS DIES: 
ARCHBISHOP WAS 78 


(London) - Archbishop Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Thyateira, Exarch of the 


Ecumenieal Patriarchate for Central and Western Europe, has died in London, 
He was 78. 


The Archbishop, a former president of the World Council of Churches, 
spent many years in the United States serving from 1932 to 1938 as chancello: 
of the Greek Archdioceses of North and South America. in 1937; he founded 
the Greek Orthodox Theological Institute in Pomfret, Conn., and served as 
its dean. In 1938, he was consecrated Bishop of Boston, In 1950, he was 
appointed Metropolitan of Central Europe and the next year was named Metro- 
politan of Thyateira and Archbishop of Western and Central Europe, with head 
guarters in London. ‘ ; 

In 1951 he was named 
a World Council president >. succeeding the late Archbishop Germanos 
and held this office until the WCC!s Second Assembly in 1954. In these cap- 
‘ acities he attended many WCC meetings and was influential in making the 
ecumenical movement better known in the Orthodox churches... — EPS, Geneva 
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80 DIE IN ATTACK ON MISSION STATION 
BY TRIBESMEN IN NEW GUINEA 


(Sydney) - Bighty nationals were killed, women and children among them, and 
at least 75 persons injured in an attack on Baptist mission stations in New 


Guinea, September 30, United Press International reports from Sydney, Australia, 


It said the attack was carried out by about 1,000 half-wild tribesmen 
who resented growing Christian influence in the area, Many villages were 
destroyed, with huts burned to the ground, according to the reports which 
came through Australian Baptist mission headquarters. Mission buildings 
were not seriously damaged. ‘The Australian Baptist Missionary Society con- 
ducts a rapidly growing mission work in New Guinea, 


Missionaries learned of a plan to attack Christians as they were 
assembled for a church service, where normally about 250 nationals and three 
Australian Baptist mission families would be present, and the service was 
cancelled. The Christians took precautionary measures and attempted to 
defend themselves but were outnumbered by the tribesmen who carried bows and 
arrows, spears, and other weapons. 


The reports said that at one Station a missionary tried without success 
to scare the attackers by diving at them with a small plane, and that he had 
to land when the wings and fusilage of the planewere damaged by ‘spears and 
arrows. ; 


Attacks in some sections lasted five days and came to a halt only with 
the arrival of police from other districts, EPS, Geneva 


DANISH EDITOR URGES USE OF | 
MASS MEDIA TO TELL ECUMENICAL STORY 


(Copenhagen) - A prominent Danish editor has suggested that the churches send 
Journalists as well as church leaders to visit churches abroad. 


Jorgen Ginnerup said that the ecumenical movement can only be popular- 
ized at the local level through mass media, but that journalists are badly 
handicapped in writing about new developments in the ecumenical movement 
because: they must rely cither on hand-outs from international organizations 
or upon "the relatively small group" of ecumenically active churchmen. 


He recommended that reporters from “both secular and church-related 
press be given an opportunity to do eye-witness stories and suggested that 
churches allocate some of their travel grants to journalists. BPS, Geneva 


NEW BIBLE TRANSLATION CHANGES 
STANDARD VERSIONS OF TEXTS 


(New York) - A new translation, by a committee of Jewish sonblars, “af the 
Masoretic text ofthe Torah, or Pentateuch - the first five books of the 
Bible - includes some interpretations of that text different from those 
commonly accepted. The translation is to be published on January 28 next 
year by the Jewish Publication Society of America in Philadelphia. 


Among the views put forward by the translators are conclusions that 
the Israclites, in fleeing from bondage in Egypt, crossed not the Red Sea 
but a marsh in the neighbourhood of what is now the Sucz Canal; that the 
Commandment against taking the name of the Lord in vain was not an injunction 
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against profanity but against swearing falsely by the name of God; and that 
the first words of the Bible should properly have been translated not "In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth" but "When God began to create 
the heaven and the earth". . 


Discussing the changes, the editor-in-chief of the new translation, 
Dr. H.M. Orlinsky, Professor of the Bible at Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion, New York, said the translators! intention was to 
produce a "songe-for-sense rendering rather than a word-for-word translation". 


He said of the changed rendering of the first sentence of the Bible that 
though the first word in the Hebrew text could be translated as "In the , 
beginning", in the context it had been taken to mean "when". EPS, Geneva 


MEDICINES AND BLANKETS ARE NEEDED 
FOR INDIAN FLOOD VICTIMS 


(Geneva) _ @wo million antibiotic, anti-malaria, and vitamin tablets and 
5,000 blankets are urgently needed to help the victims of recent floods in 
India, says the WCC's Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service, in an appeal sent out to its member churches. 


In a letter calling attention to the magnitude of the floods, Drs 
Leslie E. Cooke, director of the Division, reports that 7,676 villages have 
been damaged, 3,500,000 persons have suffered, and standing crops over an 
area of 2,100,000 acres were destroyed. 


"Our colleagues in India moved into the situation with resources of 
money and materials which they had on hand", Dr. Cooke's letter adds. 


"They are calling for 5,000 blankets which can be purchased locally 
for $3.19 each or a total of $17,000. They are asking for medicines for 
4,000 people, and for #16,000 in cash to help 2,400 families with subsidies 
of $6.38 each." 


Dr. Cooke says that these requests are in addition to what the WCC's 
related agency - CORAGS (the Committee on Relief and Gift Supplies) of the 
National Christian Council of India - is already doing in the disaster’ 
areas of Assam, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and Delhi States. Relief is 
now being given in these provinces and it is planned to extend it to Andar 
Pradesh, Bengal, Gujerat, and Kerala. 


Material aid should be shipped direct to CORAGS, 151 Golf Links, New 
Delhi 3. Gifts in cash should be sent to Division headquarters in Geneva. 
EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH CHURCH PROPOSALS DESIGNED 
TO AVOID WOMEN CLERGY CONTROVERSY 


ahaa - The Committee on Canon Law of the National Church of Finland 
Lutheran) has recommended that women with theological training who are 
serving in congregations should be allowed to administer Holy Communion 
privately in the course of their pastoral duties. It also said that women 
theologians should be appointed "lLectors" or teachers to aid in education 
programmes of local congregations. 
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‘The proposals, ‘which will be: submitted to the Church Assembly at its 
meeting next year, aré considered "aq diplomatic compromise measure" aimed at 
avoiding the controversy about women in the ministry which hes plagued 
churches in other Scandinavian countries, Pe 


~The church weekly, Forsamlingsbladet, commented that "if both support+ 
ers and opponents of women clergy would unite in accepting this compromise, 
we should be spared the controversy. . ,'! EPS, Geneva 


CONGO OFFICIAL ASSURES PROTESTANT . 
LEADER ON RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 


(Leopoldville) - The president of the Congo Senate, Victor Komoriko, has 
assured a Protestant leader here that his government guarantees freedom of 
religion and will not tolerate any discrimination based on religious 
beliefs. 


He also told the Rev. Peter Shaumba, secretary general of the Congo 
Protestant Council, that the government expects all missionaries to refrain 
from subversive political activities and to concentrate only on their 
religious ministry and teaching. . . ! 


Mr. Shaumba, a Methodist, met Mr. Komoriko to discuss Church-State 
relations. He was reported to have sought assurances from the government 
official that all Christian bodies in the Congo would receive state aid in 
establishing schools. ; 


The church council secretary general said Protestants plan to set up 
a university in the country and seek financial aid from the government. - 
Mr. Komoriko, however, reportedly gave no promise that the aid would be 
forthcoming. EPS, Geneva 


BRITISH CHURCHES SEND TENTS ees 
AS WINTER STRIKES IRAN'S EARTHQUAKE SURVIVORS 


(Geneva) - Inter-Church Aid in Britain is to fly winterised tente to Iran to 
Save 200 shelterless families in Esmatabad, a village devasted by the recent 
earthquake which churthes around the world have undertaken to rebuild. (See 
EPS No, 36). hie | Pee 


_ The tents are being sent at the request of the World Council ‘of 
Churches because the first rains of winter have come disastrously early to 
the Iran plateau so that there is small prospect of rehousing all the 
20,000 homeless earthquake victims before lives are cndangered by exposure. 


The tents will be despatched to ‘the. Church Council of Iran's carth- 
quake rehabilitation comnittee for immediate delivery to Esmatabad, which 
-lies 80 miles from Teheran, Iran's capital.- 


Mr. Hugh Samson, of the British Council of Churches, who returned to 
London this week after a tour of the earthquake area, reports that the plan- 
ners, architects, and surveyors who have the task of bringing the new village 
of Esmatabad into existence have completed their work, but that they have 
lost their race against the weather. He says that the early onset of winter 
began a few days ago in a fury of lightning and rain which beset the homeless. 
During the first 48 hours of winter three children in the earthquake area 
died from cold, . | . 
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"Although 16,400 tents and some pre-fabricated houses had earlier been 
flown into: Iran as a stop-gap for the survivors of the worst earthquake in 
recent Middle Bast history, many of the tents are unsuitable for the harsh 
conditions of an Iranian winter", Mr. Samson writes. “Furthermore, it is now 
_ becoming apparent that in the confusion of a rapidly improvised relief pro- 
gramme the tents did not always reach the most needy. 


"The village of Esmatabad has received only a token issue of tents - 
enough for about 20 per cent of the 1,469 survivors. Tran's Red Lion and 
Sun Society, which handled the distribution of tents and other supplies sent 
in by the Red Cross, Red Crescent, and other relief organizations, has 
nothing left in its depots for Esmatabad. 


"By cramming two families into every 12ft x left tent, the urgent needs 
of Esmatabad can now be met by a supply of 103 double-fly tents of this size 
and these are to leave Britain by air immediately. 


"Ag the new houses go up at the rate of six a day, the women and child- 
ren will be moved into the first to be completed. Tents vacated will then 
be given to neighbouring villages." 


During Mr. Samson's tour, the vehicle in which he was travelling burst 
a tyre and overturned, flinging the driver, Mr. Jonatan Isaac, on to the 
rocky track and fatally injuring hin. 


Mr. Isaac, an Iranian Christian layman long experienced in community 
development, was to have moved this week into Esmatabad so that he could 
supervise the building of the new village. EPS, Geneva 


(Photographs are available from Information Department, WCC, 17 route de 
Malegnou, Geneva, and from WCC, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, NY, USA. ) 


CARDINAL BEA WELCOMES VATICAN OBSERVERS : 
DR. SCHLINK SPEAKS ON THEIR BEHALF 


(Rome ) - Observers of the non-RKoman Catholic churches to the Second Vatican 
Council were welcomed at a special reception on Monday organized by 
Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promo- 
tion of Christian Unity. 


Speaking in French, Cardinal Bea welcomed them as "my brothers in 
Christ". He said that through the grace of baptism, indestructible ties 
have been established (between Christians) which are "stronger than all our 
divisions" and that there is a growing consciousness of this’ fact in all 
parts of the world. 


Cardinal Bea expressed disappointment that the Eastern Orthodox churche 
were not represented by observers. He urged constant prayers that the unity 
of the Church which,he stressed,is not the work of man, but is given by God, 
may be made manifest on earth. 


Replying on behalf of the assembled observers and guests, Dr. Edmund 
Schlink, of the University of Heidelberg, an observer of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKID), noted that most of the observers present represent 
member churches of the World Council. of Churches and that through the WCC 
"we have experienced how churches, which had hitherto held aloof from one 
another, have entered into a genuine dialogue and arrived at a new under- 
standing and a mutual exchange of. thought, so that it has been possible to 
establish fellowship and cooperation". Ss 
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He said the observers regarded their presence at the Council as "a 
great step forward" in relations with the Roman Catholic Church. 


But, he said, all present were aware of the "tremendous deep-rooted 
obstacles" which separate Christians and that "we would not be divided were 
it not for the fact that every one of us feels that God Himself has deeply 
obligated us to our own church. We would not be truly furthering unity in 
Christ if we failed to take this fact seriously", he said. 


Professor Schlink pointed to two facts which "strengthen the hope of 
genuine dialogue between us". He said these are the stress in the Pope's 
opening. address on the obligation to do and say "the revealed truth" and the 
concern that a distinction be drawn between the substance of doctrine and the 
way in which it is formulated, "I am convinced that divided Christendom has 
more in common than is apparent at first sight from its different formula- 
tions", he declared. (See Document II appended for full text of Professor 
Schlink's address). 


Karlier the observers were welcomed at an audience by Pope John XXIII 


who told them their presence gave him "a senne of comfort", (See Document 
I appended for full text of Pope John's allocution). EPS, Geneva 
IN BRIEF 


Groups thrmughout German-speaking Switzerland will use a new book titled 
"Hope for Our Future' as the basis for preparatory studies for the Evangeli- 
cal Kirchentag for the region scheduled in October, 1963. -The booklet, 
published last week, includes articles by prominent Swiss personalities 
including dramatist Friedrick Dtirrenmatt, philosopher Karl Jaspers, and Paul 
Chaudet, a member of the Swiss Federal Council. 


* * * 


Three formal "intiatives" have been presented to the Council of the 
Canton of Zurich, proposing legislation for full separation of Church and 
State. They have been referred by the Council to its commission now working 
on a new church law. It is regarded as significant that these proposals are 
being formally presented, although no one seems to expect full separation of 
Church and State in the near future, nor even the one-third vote in the 
Counéil required for a referendum bringing the question to the people. ‘It 
is thought likely that, in the legislation now being worked out by the commis- 
sion, the Roman SS Church will receive equal privileges with the 
established Reformed Church, including financial support. 


Kae ae * 


Roman Catholics joined with Anglicans and Free Church people in a 
united meeting on family life in Coventry, England, last week. 


* * * 


Forty-six new duplex homes for cured leprosy patients have been com- 
pleted near Soonchun, on Korea's south-east coast, and 400 former patients 
are moving in to begin "normal" lives again. The homes were built by the 
Presbyterian US Korea Mission for the rehabilitation of patients of the . 
R.M. Wilson Leprosy Colony outside the city. The colony also receives 
support from American Leprosy Missions, Inc. 


* * * 


The committee of the Federal Council of Evangelical Denominations and 
the Dissenters! Council in Norway has proposed the setting up of a separate 
Free Church Council. A joint sub-committee has been appointed to formulate 
Statutes. 
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The first government subsidies for work carried out by church organi- 
zations in the developing countries have been paid by the Swedish government. 
The recipients were the Evangelical National Missionary Society which has 
received a grant for its school of agriculture and fisheries in Ethicpia, 
and the Swedish section of the Lutheran World Federation which was allotted 


a sum to help develop its technical sshool for Arab refugees in Jerusalem. 
= ag eb one 


Leaders of the Presbyterian, Methodist, Congregational, and Associated 
‘Churches of Christ of New Zealand have scheduled a one-day consultation in 
November.to discuss further moves toward church union. The meeting is 
being planned by the churches! Joint Standing Committee on Church Union. 
Special guest will be Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, and author of the Blake Plan for church 
union in the USA. Dr. Blake will be visiting New Zealand, November 10-19, 
at the invitation of the New Zealand Council of Churches and Presbyterian 
Church and will pay an official visit to the Presbyterian General Assembly. 


reine wate 1 Ata 


Moscow Radio has launched a series of foreign language broadcasts 
urging members of the Armenian Apostolic (Orthodox) Church living abroad to 
return to Soviet Armenia. Meanwhile, the station announced that Catholicos 
Vazken I of Etschmiadzin in Soviet Armenia, head of the Armenian Church, had 
a “long talk" with Archbishop Sion Manoogian of New York, Primate of the 
Diocese of America of the Armenian Orthodox Church of North America. No 
details of the conversation were disclosed. The Armenian Church in Ameriva 
is under the canonical jurisdiction of the Etschmiadzin Catholicate. | 


%* * * 


wer A&A Negro has been elected president of the predominantly white New York 
State Baptist Convention for the first time in its 155-year history. She 
is Mrs, Leo R. Murphy of Syracuse, W.Y., who was chosen head of the 600- 
congregation convention at its annual meeting. The convention's affiliated 
churches, of which about 50 are Negro, represent some 150,000 American 
Baptists, Mrs. Murphy, who served as the convention's first vice-president 
last year, is the wife of Dr. Leo R. Murphy, pastor of Bethany Baptist chure 
for 25 years. 


* * * 


Some 2,000 youth took part in a "Witness to Unity" service last week at 
Coventry Cathedral, England, to commemorate the Great Ejectment of 1662 and 
to "witness to the overwhelming desire of Christians of 1962 for the renewal 
of the Church's unity". The young penple came from as far away as Scotland 
and Wales. The service was organized by the Congregational Central Youth 
Council and the Livingstone Fellowship, in cooperation with the Youth Depart 
ment of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, and the London 
Missionary Society. : 


* ee) ae 


Four European countries - West Germany, Norway, Denmark, and Belgium - 
have announced plans to recruit volunteers under a programme similar to the 
United States Peace Corps for assignment to developing nations. 


* * * 
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Dr. Stanley I. Stuber, executive director of the Missouri Council-of 
Churches and a prominent US Baptist leader, has accepted an invitation to 
attend the Second Vatican Council in an individual capacity but with the 
Same rights and facilities accorded a delegate-observer. Dr. Stuber, who 
is the author of two books on Protestant-Catholic relations, was invited to 
the Council by Augustin Cardinal Bea, head of the Vatican Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity. It was noted that Dr. Stuber will nct 
be representing any church body but will have the title "Guest of the 
secretariat", 


* * * 


Two Korean church leaders are planning a visit soon to churches in 
Japan. The invitation to visit Japan came following the visit of three 
_ Japanese church leaders last year to Korea. The two are the Rev. Pil Soon 
Chun, Minister Emeritus of the Yun Dong Presbyterian Church, Seoul, and the 
Rev. Chung Tai Saw, general secretary of the Presbyterian Church (ROK). ” 
An announcement cites "progress in friendship between the churches after sn 
many years of broken fellowship and strained relationships". 


A ee ee 


The tenth anniversary of the publication cf the Revised Standard 
Version of the Bible has been marked at a commissioning service for the 
RSV's six publishers held at Riverside Church, New York City.....Bishop 
Reuben H. Mueller, of Indianapolis, officiated at the service in his 
capacity as chairman of the National Council of Churches! Division of 
Christian Education which holds the RSV copyright. 


* * * 


A series of eight radio programmes,devoted to a critical look at the 
Danish Lutheran Church "as 4 basis for self-examination in the Churahi", i¢ 
scheduled in vhe next several months. The series will deal with the 
church's structure, working patterns, and theology, and will be conducted 
by prominent Lutherans who are known for their critical views. Also 
Scheduled over the Danish network are four programmes for school children 
on Christian unity. Seah 


* * * 


The Norwegian Women's National Society for Mother and Child has 
announced its opposition to the use of "miracle" birth control pills. ibe 
a letter to the bishops of the Church of Norway, the Society, whose member- 
Ship is predominantly Lutheran, declared that it accepted the Roman Catholic 
view that "moral law and respect for human life and the dignity of the 
individual forbid birth control by the use of hormone preparations". 


* Pe 


A poem lamenting the death of UN Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold, 
written by a young African Methodist minister, was read by U Thant, acting 
UN Secretary-General, on the occasion of the unveiling of a plaque in Mr. 
Hammarskjold's honour at UN headquarters in New York. The poet is the Rev. 
David Rockson, of Ghana, who wrote the lament while a Student at the Africa 
Literacy and Writing Centre, an interdenominational centre at Kitwe, N. 
Rhodesia, only 40 miles from Ndola where Mr. Hammarskjold!s plane crashed. 

U Thant!s reading of the poem was broadcast over Telstar. The last two 
lines of the poem read: 


"Citizen, if thou art constrained to mourn Dag Hammarskjold, 
Pray God to make you a peacemaker too." 


He Sef se EPS, Geneva 
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DOCUMENT I 


TEXT OF POPE JOHN'S ALLOCUTION. GIVEN AT: THE AUDIENCE 


COT a 


"FOR OBSERVERS TO THE SECOND VATICAN OOUNCIL 


(Unofficial translation from the French) 


Dear Gentlemen, 


Our meeting today, which is so pleasant, is like a confidential family 
gathering. It is intended to be marked by respect and by simplicity. 


si The first word which rises from the heart is a prayer, a teaching which 
applies to all, drawn from Psalm 68: Benedictus Dominus per singulos dies: 


portat onera nostra Deus, salus nostra. Blessed be the Lord every. day: 
Cod bears our burdens, the God of our salvation. . ; 


In 1952, Pope Pius XII made an unforeseen and surprising gesture; he 
asked me to become Patriarch of Venine. I told him that I did not need to 
reflect much before accepting. My own will had nothing to do with this 
proposal; my soul had no desire to be directed towards this or that function 
or ministry rather than another. My episcopal motto was sufficient answer: 


obedientia et pax! 


When therefore, after thirty years in the direct service of the Holy 
See, I prepared myself to start a new kind of life and to meet the people 
of Venice as their shepherd - and I guided them for six years ~ I again 
recalled these words of the Psalm, and.meditated upon thems portat onera 
nostra Deus: God bears our burdens. He bears us as we are and with what 
we have: with His wealth in us and with our miseries. 


The same thought was in my mind when I accepted the succession of 
Saint Peter four years ago, and I have thought of it in everything that has 
been done since, day after day, until the. Council: was announced and opened. 


With regard to my own humble person; I do not like to refer to special 
inspirations. I hold to the soune doctrine of the church: it teaches that 
everything comes from God. It was in this perspective that I considered the 
4dea of the Council, which has just opened on the llth October, as an inspira- 
tion from God, That day I can assure you that I was deeply moved. 


At this providential and historic hour, I was particularly aware of 
my duty; it consisted in meditation, prayer, and thanks to the Lord. 
However, from time to time my attention was directed towards so many sons 
and brothers. And as soon as it came to your group, to each of you,, your 
presence gave me a sense of comfort. 


Without wanting to anticipate the future, let us content ourselves 
today with stating the fact: Benedictus Deus per singulos dies! As for you, 
if you look into my heart you may find much more there than in what I say. 
How could I forget the ten years spent at Sofia’ and the ten other years 
spent at Istanbul and Athens? They were twenty happy, well filled years, 
during which I made the acquaintance of venerable personalities and of 
young people full of generosity. ‘I regarded them. as my friends, even if my 
mission as representative of the Holy Father in the Near East did not 
directly concern then, ae ry 
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Then in Paris, which is one of the cross-roads of the world, (ana this 
was particularly true after the last bers I had many meetings Hae Christ- 
ians of different denominations. AS 


Never, ‘to my knowledge, had there been Any confusion in-principle 
between us, nor any disagreement on the ‘plane of charity in the 
common work for which circumstances then called to help those who suffered. 
We did not "debate", we conversed; we did not discuss, we loved each other. 


One day, a long time ago, I transmitted to a venerable old man, the 
prelate of an Hastern church which was not in communion with Rome, a medal 
of the pontificate of Pius XI. This gesture was intended as - and was - 
a simple act of friendly courtesy. A short time afterwards when this old 
man was on the point of closing his eyes to the light of this world, he 
asked that this medal be placed on his heart when he died. I saw him myself, 
and am still touched by the recollection. 


I refer to this episode on purpose because, in its touching simplicity, 
it is like a wild flower which can be picked and given as the seasons return. 


May the Lord always accompany our steps with His grace. 


Your dear -presence here, the emotion which fills my priest's -heart - 
the heart of an episcopus Ecclesiae Dei, as I said on Thursday to the 
Assembly of the Council - the emotion of my fellow-workers, and your own 
I am sure, persuade me to confide in you the desire of my heart, which is 
burning to work and suffer for the hour to approach when Jesus! prayer at 
the Last Supper shall be answered. But the Christian virtue of patience 
must not injure the virtue of prudence, which is also fundamental. 


Once again I repeat: Benedictus Deus per singulos dies: Blessed Be 
the Lord every day. For toda vy let that be sufficient for us. The Catholic 


Church is at work, serene and generous; and you are at work in your func- 
tion as setae with a renewed, benevolent attention. 


May all this work, and all of us, receive the grace from heaven. which 
inspires and moves the heart, and crowns merit. 
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DOCUMENT II - 
TEXT OF ADDRESS GIVEN BY DR. EDMUND SCHLINK AT THE RECRETION 
OR 


GANIZED BY CARDINAL BEA FOR OBSERVERS AND GUESTS OF THE 
| VATICAN COUNCIL | yf 


(Unofficial translation from the German) 
Your Eminence, 


Permit me, on behalf of the Observers and Guests, to express our 
sincere thanks for the extremely friendly way in which you have received 
US. In so doing we are thinking not only of the present reception, but 
of all the cordiality and help which you, and the members of your Secre- 
tariat (especially Monseigneur Willebrands) have given to each of us from 
the very first moment. I was all the more pleased to accept the task of 
expressing our thanks, on behalf of the Observers and Guests, because — 
together with ny Anglican friend Canon Pawley - I have already been 
privileged for a long time to experience your kindness. . 


Most of the Observers have been sent here by churches which are 
members of the World Council of Churches, and the ecumenical movement is 
also familiar to the Guests here. In that movement we have experienced 
how churches, which had hitherto held aloof from one another, have entered 
into a genuine dialogue, and arrived at a new understanding and a mutual 
exchange of thought, so that it has been possible to establish fellowship 
and cooperation. The contacts with the Roman Catholic Church have hither- 
to been restricted almost entirely to meetings between individuals or small 
groups. We regard it as a great step forward that the meeting here at the 
Vatican Council now has an official charac ers we realise that it is by no 
means to be taken.for granted that we/receive the same "Schemata" as the 
delegates to the Council, and that Your Eminence shonld’also give us an Oppo 
tunity to express our views of these "Schemata". We realise that we owe 
this opportunity to His Holiness the Pope himself, who -— through the 
promptings of his own heart - has introduced a new atmosphere of openness 
towards the non-Roman churches. May we request you to convey our respect- 
ful and sincere thanks to His Holiness on this account, and also our thanks 
for his friendly welcome at the audience on Saturday evening. 


Of course, all who are gathered here realise the tremendous, deep- 
rooted obstacles which separate us from one another. We would not be 
divided were it not for the fact that every one of us feels that God-Himsel: 
has deeply obligated us to our own church, and we would not be truly 
furthering unity in Christ if we failed to take this fact seriously. But 
I should like to draw attention to two points, which strengthen the hope of 
a genuine dialogue between us all. 


The first is a thought which Your Eminence has frequently expressed in 
your addresses during the last two years, and which now recurs in the Pope! 
allocution at the opening of the Council: the thing that lays absolute 
obligations upon us in all that we say and do is the revealed truth. At 
the same time, however, 4 distinction must be drawn between the substance 
of dootrine and the way in which it is formulated (modus enuntiandi). I 
am convinced that divided Christendom has more in common than is apparent 
at first sight from its different formulations. 
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The second cause for encouragement is the fact that Your Eminence is 
himself a prominent biblical scholar, and that biblical exegesis in the 
Roman Church (especially since the Encyclical Divino afflante Spiritu') 
has received a tremendous impetus. As the Bible is shared by us all, and 
as biblical exegesis today is no longer conceivable without the inter- 
confessional cooperation of the experts, we have reason to have great hopes 
of the further development of biblical exegesis. 


In conclusion let me add that the prayer for the Holy Spirit, with 
which the Council opened, was voiced by all of us, and that we shall 
continue to pray for His guidance throughout the proceedings of the Council. 
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WORLD COUNCIL OFFICERS EXPRESS 
CONCERN AND REGRET OVER US CUBA ACTION 


(Geneva) - The officers of the ‘orld Council cf Churches have expressed 
"grave concern and regret concerning the action which the USA government 
has felt it necessary to take with regard to Cuba." 


A statement issued by WCC headquarters here on Tuesday, said they 
"fervently hope that every government concerned will exercise the greatest 
possible restraint in order to avoid a worsening of international: tension". 


Signers were Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman; Dr. Ernest A. 
Payne, London, vice-chairman; and Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, Geneva, general 
secretary. , 


The statement was transmitted to the eleven members of the United. 
Nations Security Council before it began its special session in New York by 
Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director of the WCC!s Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, sa . 


In transmitting the statement Dr. Nolde included an extract of @ speech 
he delivered in New York on Sunday, one day before President Kennedy's 
announcement of the Cuban blockade. In that statement he declared that 
unilateral military action should be avoided and only if Cuba performs an 
act of aggression is military réprisal justified. Any such action should 
be undertaken in accordance with the United Nations' Charter, he said. 

(See story page 7.) 
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The complete text of the statement follows: 


Taking their stand on statements made by the World Council of Churches! 
Assemblies, the Committees and Officers of the World Council of Churches 
have con several occasions expressed their concern and regret when governments 
have taken unilateral military action against other governments. The 
Officers of the World Council of Churches consider it, therefore, their duty 
to express their grave concern and regret concerning the action which the 
USA government has felt it necessary to take with regard to Cuba and fer- 
vently hope’ that every government concerned will exercise the greatest 
possible restraint in order to avoid a worsening ef international tensicn." 

EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF SCOTLAND HEARS REPORTS ON 
ANGLICAN-PRESBYTERIAN DISCUSSIONS 


(Edinburgh) - Further conversations between the Anglican and Presbyterian 
Churches about moves towards unity are expected to be held after the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland which meets here next May, (see EPS No. 26) 


A report en the resumed conversations at Durham, England, in July was 
given to the Commission of Assembly cf the Church of Scotland meeting here 
last week by Professor William Tindal, convener of its inter-churoh relations” 
ecmmittee. eat 


He said that representatives of the four churches (Church of England, 
‘Church of Scotland, Episcopal Church in Scotland, and Presbyterian Church of 
England) had agreed that there shculd be a standing committee of 12 members 
to devise a programme for future talks and to arrange for working parties to 
meet in different regions of the country. Ancther full set of conversations, 
such as those .at Durham, would be held in two or three years! time. 


The General Assembly, Professor Tindal said, would be asked early next 
year to approve these proposals and also to sanction the additian of three 
specific issues to those listed for discussion in future conversations. 

The issues, which had been submitted by the Angiican representatives, were: 
the Church as royal priesthood, the place of the laity in the Uhurch, and 
the relations of Church, state, and society. 


The Church of Scotland has already asked for discussion on four issues = 
the meaning of unity as distinct from uniformity, the validity of ministerial 
orders, the doctrine of the Holy Communion, and the meaning of the apostolic 
succession. 


In an earlier-session the General Assembly named as moderator-designate 
the Rev. Dr. James S. Stewart, professor of New Testament Language, Litera- 
‘ ture, and Theology at New College, Edinburgh, since 19AT> He will be in- 
stalled at the Assembly in May. _ EPS, Geneva 


*. 
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PROTESTANT LEADER FORESEES 
‘SINGLE FAMILY OF CHRISTIANS! 


(Chappaqua, x aa Herat prominent US church leader has predicted that Protest- 
an% and Roman Catholic churches will work in harmony as a "single family of 
Christians" during the lifetimes of many church members alive today. 


Dr. Truman B. Douglass of New York, executive vice-president of the 
United Church of Christ Board for Homeland Ministries, said that while there 


will be genuine unity in this "family" there also will be a "great diversity 


of expression and form', 


Speaking on "Signs of Renewal in Protestantism" at the 50th anniversary 
of First Congregational church here, he cited the Second Vatican Council as 
"impressive evidence that an authentic renewal is also going on in the 
Catholic Church", 


Dr. Douglass observed that there is more behind the Vatican Council 
"than the extraordinarily genial and appealing personality wf Pope John 
Ad h, 


. He said the Council is the result of "a new willingness to listen to 
the words of the Bible" and to the "disturbing effect of set-backs - and 
Catholicism has endured even more crushing defeats than Protestantism - 
that have occurred in the past half century", af 


Christians who believe the "ecumenical spirit and effert cannct stcp 
merely with the uninn of divided Protestants", Dr. Douglass continued, - 
should receive great hope from signs of renewal in Protestant and Catholic 
ohurches, 


Also noting renewal signs in Fastern Orthodcxy and some cther con- 
fessions, the missions executive stated that these movemerts "mean each 
household of faith, according to its own experience and its own genius, is 
seeking a sustaining and adequate interpretation of the ultimate meaning of 
existence in terms of a world of hydrogen bembs, outer space, vast cities, 
breathtaking change ... and a world threatened with the termination of all 
history", _ BPS, Geneva 


NEW EMPHASIS ON ECUMENICAL STUDY 
REPORTED IN RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


(Geneva) ~ Its membership in the World Council cf Churches is having impert- 
ant effects upcn the life and work of the Russian Orthodcx Church, the leader 
of a seven-member WCC delegation reported cn his return here following a 
twelve-day visit to the Soviet Unicn. 


Father Paul Verghese, WCC associate general secretary, cited as two 
results of the membership: the new emphasis upon ecumenical study in the 
church!s theological academies and seminaries, and the increasing number cf 
articles on the movement printed by the Journal, the cfficial publicaticn cf 
the Moscow Patriarchate. He said the Journal now has a regular secticn 
devoted- to ecumenical news and currently is running a special series of 
articles about it. Both these developments mean that there is now mere 
interest in the ecumenical movement in the USSR then ever before, and that 
this is likely to be increased in coming years as seminary students are 
graduated and go intc varicus fields of work, he said. 


He added that the delegation had been particularly impressed by "the 
tremendous sense cf devotion and very high calibre" of the seminarians, 
The delegation visited both the church's academies which are lecated in 
Zagorsk and in Leningrad, 
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Purpose of the visit was to continue discussions to acquaint Russian 
churchmen with the work of the World Council and to enable WCC staff to 
Learn more about the Russian churches' work. It was-the third WCC dele- 

- gation to visit Russia-since the Orthodox Church became a WCC member in - 
November, 1961. During the visit the delegation met with Patriarch 

Alexius and several times with Archbishop Nicodim, head of the Patriarchate's 
Foreign Office.” . 


Discussions also were held with Baptist, Lutheran, and Armenian Ort.uo- 
dox church leaders. In addition to Moscow, the group visited Leningrad, 
Tallin, Volgagrad (formerly Stalingrad), and Kiev. 


Four members of the delegation also visited Armenia to talk with the 
Catholicos. and other leaders of the Armenian Orthodox Church, which joined 
the WCC in August. i 


Members of the delegation, in addition to Father Verghese, were: the 
Rev. Paul Abrecht, executive secretary of the Department:on Church and 
Society; the Rev. Victor E.H. Hayward, secretary of the Department cn 
Missionary Studies; Mr. Christopher King, secretary for Orthodox Churches 
and Countries of the Division cof Inter-Church Aid; Dr. Z.K. Matthews, 
secretary for Africa of the Division of Inter-Church Aid; the Rev. A. 
Dominique Micheli, secretary of the Commission of the Churches cn Inter- 
national Affairs; and Mr. John Taylor, secretary for Visual Services of 
the Department of Information. (Photos of Russian church life taken by 
Mr. Taylor during the visit are available from the WCC, 17 route de 
_ Malagnou, Geneva, or 475 Riverside Drive, New Youre] 7 PONT as USA. ) 
EPS, Geneva 


ORTHODOX REFUSAL TO ATTEND COUNCIL 
- CALLED BLUNDER BY GREEK THEOLOGIAN 


_.(Athens) - A prominent Greek Orthodox theologian has claimed here that the 
failure of the Orthodox churches - and in particular the Orthcedox Church 
of Greese - to send delegate-observers to the Second Vatican Council con- 
stituted "an inexcuseable historic blunder". 


Dr. Hamilcar Alivisatos, professor of theology et the University of 
Athens and vice-chairman of a joint Church-State committee now engaged in 
drawing up a new Constitutional Charter for the Greek Orthodox Church, made 
the charge in a letter published by To Vima, an Athens daily newspaper. 


He is also a member of the World Council of Churches! policy-making’ 
Central Committee and head of the Greek Orthodox Church's Mutual Aid and 
Relations with Foreign Churches committees. 


"The refusal of the Orthodox churches and chiefly that of the Church 
of Greece to send observers to the Vatican Council" has resulted, he said, 
"in the derisive feelings of all the Christian world... Orthodoxy and: ? 
especially our Church of Greece has been irreparably expesed in the eye of 
the Christian world", he continued, ... and that "at the mement* given to 
her to present in the eyes of the whole Christian world. her indisputable 
majestic prestige, which she herself has humiliated through the policy of 
hesitations and irresolution until the last moment". 
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"The matter", he said, "has become more serious and more tragic since - 
the Russians (Russian Orthodox Church) changed tactics and policy. This 
should have been foreseen and, as I had suggested from the very beginning, 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Church of Greece should have sent 
observers in time. Now it is too late! 


"Thus", Dr. Alivisatos concluded, "we will remain all alone enjoying 
our Orthodoxy and our ecumenicity and we will be informed of the happenings 
from the newspapers, while other churches are taking unquestionably our 
rightful place - and these energetic Christians will courageously and 
decisively march forward, leaving behind the lifelessly walking ones..." 


Of the major Orthodox churches only the Russian Church is represented 
at the Ecumenical Council at Vatican City. On the eve of the Council, the 
Moscow Patriarchate announced that it was sending two delegate-observers. 


Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece has pointed out that 
the Orthodox churches had agreed that a united front would be taken on bids 
to the Vatican Council - and had decided not to send observers. He has 
been openly critical of the Russian Church's unilateral decision to attend, 
calling the action "regrettable" and ''a serious blow to Orthodox unity". 


There are, however, individual Orthodox churchmen attending the 
Council as "Guests of the Secretariat" - men whose work in the field has 
spurred invitations from the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity. They attend as individuals only, do not represent their churches, 
although they do enjoy the prerogatives of those attending as delegate- 
observers. . EPS, Geneva 


AFRICAN CHURCHES MUST LEARN TO STAND 
ALONE OR BE DOOMED, ANGLICAN LEADER SAYS 


(New York) - The African Church must learn to stand without missionary 
assistance within the next decade or it is doomed, the Rt. Rev. Stephen F. 
Bayne, Jr., said in an interview during a reeting of the policy-making 
National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church (USA). 


The executive officer of the Anglican Communion stated that "the time 
is not far cff when missionary channels will be closed and the Church is 
locked up to sink or swim", As an example, he pointed to the state cf 
the Church in Ghana, 


He further said that there are three chief factors operating in Africa 
today that increase the urgency of the Church's mission: (1) the rapidity 
with which Africans are pole-vaulting from the Stone Age into the 20th 
century; (2) the complete unpreparedness of the Church for this; and 
(3) ill-equipped African leadership because the Church has not driven hard 
enough to teach and train indigenous clergy and lay leaders. 


Because of the large number of children who attend church schools in 
Africa, "it is on the shoulders of the Church to provide the education 
needed", Bishop Bayne emphasized. Unfortunately, however, he continued, 
the Church has better geared itself to meet the needs of an agricultural 
Society than the industrial society that is sweeping over Africa. "We 
never foresaw this change before it happened", he said. EPS :, Geneva 
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DR. VAN DER MERWE. NAMED TO HEAD NEW. UNITED 
3, AFRICAN DUTCH REFORMED SYNOD 


(Cape Town) - Dr. A.J. vander Merwe, one of South Africa's most influential 
churchmen, has been elected moderator of the newly formed United General 
Syned of the Dutch Reformed Churches in South Africa. The body was formed 
by a merger of the synods of five separate Dutch Reformed churches after 
nearly a century of division. (See EPS No. 38). 


Dr. van der Merwe's election on the second secret ballot at the United 
Synod!s constituting meeting is regarded as a personal triumph for the 65- 
year-old churchman and a defeat for the church's conservative wing which, 
among. other things, supports the government's apartheid policy. 


Dr. vander Merwe received 264 votes out of a possible total of 450 
and 95 votes more than the next strongest contender, the Rev. P.S.Z. Coet ee, 
moderator of the Dutch Reformed Church of the Free State, who represents the 
church's conservative wing. . 


Dr. vander Merwe, who was moderator for 17 years of the Church of the 
Cape Province, was one of the signers of the historic and controversial 
statement on racial issues adopted at a World Council of Churches-—sponsored 
conference held in Cottesloe, South Afrioa, in December, 1960, and attended 
by iss (then) eight member churches. The conference's findings, which were 
critical. of South Africa's racial policies, were rejected by all five Dutch 
Reformed Churches, three of which later withdrew from WCC membership. | 


Later at its constituting meeting the new Synod warned against outside 
threats to South Africa - apparently a reference to the widespread criticism 


of the government's apartheid polic7. A message declared: "Never before 
have so many nations concentrated such hatred on South Africa. The Church 
dare not ignore the dire straits wherein the country finds itself. A state 


of tension prevails everywhere, and all believers must be prepared to make 
any sacrifice that God demands. to help our country out of its crisis." — 
EPS, Geneva 


TAKOVOS WARNS AGAINST RIVALRY 
WITHIN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 


(Athens) ~ Archbishop Iakovos, head of the Greek Orthodox Church cof North. 
and South America, said in an interview here that "although like all churches 
the Orthodox Church is passing through an snternal and external crisis, it 
possesses its own personality which gives it the right to claim that it is 
the genuine continuation of the primitive Church of Christ", He said his 
reference to crises was to "rivalries" between the varicas branches cf 
Orthodoxy. - . 


Archbishop Iakovos made the statement. in response to questions about 
why the Greek Orthodox Church was not represented at the Second Vatican 
Council. The interview was printed in the October 16 issue of Mesimvrini, 
published here. | 


He said that he was "unwilling to believe that the Roman Catholic 
Church cherished the belief that it could absorb the other churches, least 
of-all the Orthodox ¢hurches which have come triumphant through so,many 
tribulations". 
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He quoted a statement of the Ecumenical Patriarch, 'first among equals" 
of Orthodox leaders, to the effect that all churches. should work for unity, 
but declared that it is "time for responsible discussions, not for mere 
observers", 


He added that the Orthodox Church!s main problem today is "to present 
a united front" and that each Orthodox church "should put aside its ambitions 
and contribute to the formation of 2 Single Orthodox Church, strong enough 
to attract other churches to its sidet EPS, Geneva 


SELF-ANALYSIS URGED FOR NATIONS 
AS MEANS OF BUILDING WORLD PEACE 


(New York) - A leading US church expert on international affairs has advised 
both the United States and the USSR to "try and see themselves as others see 
them" in their relations with Cuba and Fast Germany, respectively. tipi 


Dr. O. Frederick Nolde said that by looking at themselves objectively 
nations may be better able to identify solutions to their problems and to 
apply them more effectively. Dr. Nolde spoke the day before President 
Kennedy's announcement of a US blockade nf Cuba. 


He addressed a congregation of several hundred persons including UN rep-— 
resentatives from the US and several other countries at a World Order Day 
Service on Sunday, October 21, at St, John the Divine Cathedral here. Dr. 
Nolde is director of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
a World Council of Churches agenoy. 


Speaking of US. relations to Cuba, Dr. Nolde said the US should keep in 
mind these points: it must, as it claimsd at the time of the Suez crisis, 
Submit its actions to the rule of law and avoid unilateral military measures; 
the US has military bases on foreign soil closer to tthe USSR than Cuba is to 
the USA; and that in both cases these bases are maintained with the consen; 
af the government in power, 


Finally, he said, the US must remember that if it were to resort to 
military action against Cuba, as is being demanded in some quarters, it must 
reckon with the possibility of similar action by the USSR against countries 
in which the USA has bases. . a 


"Only if Cuba bec:mes a military threat against other countries - 
aggressive in action rather than defensive ~ is military reprisal justified 
and it should be undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the United 
Nations! Charter", he declared. 


As for Russia's relations with East Berlin and East Germany, he charged 
that it is practising "a contemporaneous form of colonialism" despite its role 
as "an avowed champion of independence for people who have been under a trad- 
itional form of colonialisn.. 


"Surely it, cannot: be justified in insisting that the principle of self~ 
determination be applied in other “tnstances and in refusing itself to recognize 
the rights of a mature, but divided people as in East Germany", he declared. 


"Perhaps in the present ideolugical and power struggle it cannot be ex- 
pected that Russia will for its own part do what it insists shall be the 
practice of others", he said. "It could at least take steps to lessen the 
human hardship - to ease repressive measures, to permit separated familic. to 
be reunited, and to allow free communications voth within the church and 

between people, as well as be party to economic exchanges." EPS, Geneva 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH LEADERS PLEDGE’ 
AID TO INDONESIAN CHURCHES 


(Djakarta) - A delegation of eleven Australian church leaders visiting here 
has assured Indonesian president Sukarno that the churches of Australia are 
ready to extend all possible aid to the Indonesian people in their develop- 
ment efforts. 


The Rev. James Stuckey, delegation leader, told a press conference here 
at the conclusion of the group's three-week visit, that it had assured the 
Indonesian leader of the churches! willingness to help and of their prayers 
for the "welfare and prosperity of the Indonesian nation". 


Mr. Stuckey said that the visit had resulted in strengthening ties 
between the governments end churches of the two countries and had enabled the 
Australian churchmen to get a much clearer picture of Indonesian progress and 
national aims. During the visit, mede at the invitation of the Indonesian 
Council of Churches, the delegation toured a large part of Indonesia visiting 
Christian schools, social centres, orphanages, and other institutions. 


The Australian churchmen represented churches and organizations affili- 
ated with the Australian Council of Churches. EPS, Geneva 


KENYA CHURCH LEADERS ASK NO UNILATERAL ACTION 
IN PROPOSAL ON CHURCH SCHOOL APPOINTMENTS 


(Nairobi) - The African Church Leaders' Conference has asked the Kenya -- 
Government not to take any action on a proposal that the Government appcint 
teachers in all Kenya's schools, including church schools, without prior 
consultation with the churches. whit . 


Conference leaders expressed their concern about the proposal, which has 
been advanced by the Kenya National Union of Teachers (KNUT), in an interview 
with the Kenya Minister of Education. 


In a press statement issued following the interview they said. they had 
emphasized that the "churches still bear very heavy responsibility for. the 
expansion of the educational system and that the country cannot afford. to 
lose their moral and material support”. Three-quarters of all. Kenya's. 
school children are enrolled in church-related schools. 


. The Kenya Government already sets general policy for. church schools 
and pays the salaries of their teachers... a " 


The Conference leaders said that they were "willing to discuss the 
implications" of KNUT's proposals, but urged time, particularly to give 
' parents of children in church schools a chance to examine the scheme.» . 


KNU@ is composed of ers in ‘both government and ehurch schocls. 


The role of the churches in African education will be examined in a 
Conference on Christian Education scheduled in Salisbury, Seuthern Rhodesia, 
December 29 - January 10, by the All-Africa Church Conference. a Re 

; 2h} EPS, Geneva 
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PRESBYTERIAN, METHODIST CHURCHES 
MERGE IN RURAL USA COMMUNITY 


(Ashton, Ill, USA) + The Presbyterian and Methodist churches in this rural 
US community have voted to be parties in a merger which has national impli- 
cations, according to a spokesman for the Synod of Illinois of the United 
Presbyterian Church of the USA. 


Such a merger, said the Rev. Charles Filson, the Presbyterian synod's 
director of strategy in new church development, is the stlution for many 
towns too small to support adequately a number nf Protestant churches. 


He said the union of Ashton's Presbyterian and Methodist churches could 
start a national trend of country town church mergers involving different 
denominations, 


The unusual feature of the Ashton merger is that one of the congrega~ 
tions involved will surrender completely its historic denominational identity 
to accept that of the other congregation, 


-In addition to approving the merger, the Ashton congregations voted to 
let the Illinois Council of Churches decide whether the resulting church 
will be Methodist or Presbyterian. 


Ashton'!s only other Protestant church, an Evangelical United Brethren 
congregation, voted against uniting with the other churches.” EPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN OFFICIAL WARNS . 
ANGLICAN: BISHOP TO STAY OUT OF POLITICS 


(Pretoria) - The South African Minister of Transport, Mr. Ben Schoeman, has 
warned the Anglican Bishasp of Pretoria, the Rt. Rev. E.G. Knapp-Fisher, to 
keep the church out of politics. 


His attack followed the bishop!s condemnation of the house arrest, now 
in its fifth year, of a British woman, Mrs. Helen Joseph, who is an opponent 
of apartheid, as an action belying South Africa!s claim to be a bulwark of 
Civilization, ! ) 

Mr. Schoeman declared: ."We have had enough of these political bishops". 
He noted that Dr. Ambrose Reeves, former Bishop. of Johannesburg, was de-_ 
ported by the government.in 1960, and that the Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr. 
Joost de Blank, was overseas, "and we hope he stays there", EPS, Geneva 


LAITY GROUP PROPOSES REFORM 
IN ELECTION OF ANGLICAN BISHOPS 


(London) - A plan for reform in the method of appointing bishops in the Church 
of England has been put forward by the William Temple Society, an association 
of the laity, in an article published in Prism, an Anglican monthly. 


While acknowledging that the present system under which bishops are 
appointed by. the.Crown on the advice of the Prime Minister "produced good 
bishops of adequate scholarship and powers of leadership", the association 
said: "We are however disturbed by the fact that so many bishops tend to 
come from the same upper middle class social backgrounds", 


It suggested that the powers at present exercised by the Prime Minister 
be transferred to the church, and that if widely desired the Crown should. con- 
tinue to "ratify" appointments, but would have no veto power. EPS, Geneva 
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DUTCH CHURCH STATEMINT DENOUNCES 
POSSESSION OF ALL NUCLEAR WEAPONS 


(The Hague) - The full text.of a statement of the General Synod of the 
Netherlands Reformed. Church denouneing the possession and use of all nuclear 
weapons, has been. published in a pamphlet issued here this week, 


The 94-page statement, which created widespread interest when first 
released in July, is considered one of the strongest ever issued by any 
church body in condemnation of nuclear weapons. (See EPS No. 25 wt) 


The statement said among other things that the Church's role as a peace- 
maker and the nature of the destruction possible with nuclear weapons means 
that the Church:can say nothing but "a radical no" to such weapons. 


It categorically rejected the argument that possession of nuclear 
weapons, whether strategic or tactical, is a deterrent to nuclear war be- 
cause, it said, any conflict:begun on a limited scale with conventional 
weapons would almost certainly lead to their use in. total war. : 


The statement calls upon.governments to be ready to take responsible 
risks in abandoning nuclear weapons, and upon churches to help influence 
public opinion towards this end, . : EPS, Geneva 


US EPISCOPAL CHURCH LEADERS SUPPORT 
OPPONENTS OF RACE SEGREGATION 


(New York) - Members of the National Council of the: Protestant Episcopal 
Church (USA) have adopted a resolution supporting its clergy's actions 
towards responsible Christian citizenship in Mississippi. (See BPS No. 37.) 


The 42-member policy-making body of the Episcopal Church adopted, with 
one dissenting vote, a statement which said in part: | 


"In the light of recent events.in Mississippi, the National Council of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church gratefully takes note that law and order 
are being restored in that.troubled situation. We quote what one of our~ 
Mississippi clergy has said, 'None of us can stand in the presence of Jesus 
of Nazareth, leok him squarely in the eye, and say that a Negro should not 
be Admitted to the University of Mississippi.! We affirm our complete 
agreement with this:sense of the uncompromising claim of Christ, and our 
support of our church people in their obedience to ce 


The statement also re-affirmed the church!s position on racial relations 
as stated by the 1961 General Convention which called upon its members "to 
face seriously their obligation to conform to Federal and Supreme Court 
orders in regard to giving all students equal access to our public schools." 

EPS, Geneva 


WORLD PRESS COMMENTS ON 
VATICAN COMMISSION #HLECTIONS 


(Rome) = Most press commentators agree that the liberal wing of the Second 
Vatican Council won a clear-cut victory over the integrist or very conserva-= 
time wing in elections to the ten key Council commissions. 


They alse interpret the elections as marking the success of the views 
of those who favour a move towards decentralization 
of chutch administration over the forces of the Curia, the Vatican's central 
administrative office, which seek to retain strong administrative power in 
Reme. 
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Results of the elections announced early this week showed a markedly 
internationa: selection with prelates from 42 countries named to the total 
of 160 memberships elected by the Council, (The Pope later named an 
additional eight persons to each commission for a total of 24 in each. ) 


The results are not wholly unexpected following the request for nost- 
penement of voting and the formation of what has been described as "geogra- 
phical coalitions" set off a flurry of press speculation. 


_ The Swiss daily Neue Ztircher 4eitung saw the results as "a fair selec- 
tion" indicative of the desire of Council fathers "to entrust the themes of 
the Council to clergy familiar with the pastoral practice of the Church." 
It also detected "a sharp discriminatory sense for competence", 


The international Catholic press ag ney KIPA (Fribourg, Switzerland) 
commented that the election outcome does not constitute a criticism of the 
composition of the Council preparatory commissions and while it is easy to 
stress the differences, "it is another question whether such comments really 
took into account the actual situation". 


The Times of London saw the election as an attempt on the part of a. 
number of national groups to limit Italian predominance as well as "too 
heavy a guiding hand from the Curia on proceedings", 


The New Yerk Times commented that "churchmen known for progressive views 
were conspicious" among those elected and noted the outcome is generally 
considered a "success" for the autonomist or liberal wing. 


Le Figaro, the Paris daily, noted that Italian circles are disappointed 
with the election results. It said: "It should be noted that 'foreigners! 
won and that in each list these 'foreigners! received the largest number of 
voteas +»Thus, for the first: time.in centuries the Italians have lost the 
preponderance in the church and the church shows its true universality". 


The Paris daily, Le Monde, said the elections proved that "the opponents 
o= the integrists were considerably more numerous than believed. , . (and 
that) the 'cpen! trend has scored nany points"...It also. noted that. "the 
need for a decentralizaticn of authority has already expressed itself in the 
Spontaneous gatherings «f bishops country by country, or continent by con- 
tinent, rather than according to opinions. Already now the episcopacy has 
increased its powers de facte on the basis of these large. geographic group- 
ings", it commented. 


Other events of a busy week included: 


Beginning of discussion on a project for liturgical renewal, Originally 


“scheduled to be the fifth topic discussed at the Council, it was moved into 


first position to indicate the Council ig directed primarily towards the 
task of internal renewal, Vatican sources said, Dissussions will include 
the question of the substitution of mcdern languages for Latin in the Mass, 


The elevation tc commission status of the Secretariat for the Promotion 


~of Christian: Unity. AugustinCardinal Bea, Secretariat secretary will head 


the Commission. 
The issuing of "a message to humanity appealing’ for world peace": and 


Galling "all our brothers who believe in Christ and all men of goodwill" to 
associate themselves with the plea. 


A 50-minute Papal audienee with US Methodist Bishop Fred Pierce Corson, 
president of the World Methodist Council, who is present as an observer. 
Bishop Corson told newsmen later than he had been "greatly moved and mcst 
favourably impressed", EPS, Geneva 


ms 


No. 39 - 26th October, 1962 AT «12 


ITALIAN PROTESTANT LEADER ADDRESSES 
VATICAN COUNCIL OBSERVERS AND GUESTS | ti 


(Rome ) . Pastor Ermanno Rostan, chairman of the Federal Council of Evangeli- 
cal Churches in Italy, has told an audience of observers from non-Roman 
Catholic churches and official guests to the Second Vatican Council that the 
basic problém of Protestants and Roman Catholics is "orimarily a theological 
problem concerning the nature of the Church and its service to the world. 


"Our differences, and our desire to overcome them must be expressed in 
-the light of God's Word which reigns supreme in the Church and in the lives 
of Christians", he declared.» He warned that "the idea of unity may include 
a temptation to unite" and that "unity obtained at any cost, unity Tors 
strategic reasons, for.reasons of contingency, or prestige would result in 
dangerous .confusion. , 


"Tt igs better to confess that the differences are still deep, while . 
seeking conversation, rather than to pretend that the differences are second- 
ary and that we must unite, while refusing to submit to the authority of 
Coats Word", he said. "That is why the problem of unity cannot be separated 
from the need for renewal." 4] ae 


Professor Oscar Cullman of the University of Basle, a guest of the 
Vatican Council, told the meeting that "the relation between Italian Protes- 
tant churches and the Roman Catholic Churoh must be a test. 6f.the rapproon- 
ment achieved between Catholicism and non-Catholic churches". EPS, Geneva 


ABSENCE OF ORTHODOX OBSERVERS 
"NO SURPRISE" TO VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Athens ) - The Athens newspaper Ethnos has published an interview with 
Cardinal Tisserant in which he says that "the absence of Orthodox observers 
to the Vatican Council is no surprise to us. Despite the optimistic fore- 
casts of some of us, we expected a negative response to our invitation". 


Cardinal Tisserant, dean of the College of Cardinals, declared: "The 
Vatican sent invitations to all who believe in Jesus Christ. If the Orthodox 
bishops, or the Protestants, refuse to’ attend the Council for reasons of 
their own, this does not mean that the Council will not be ecumenical. They 
“were all invited." . 


Cardinal Tisserant added that "the Pope is ready and favourably dis- 
posed to having conversations with all Christians separated from the Holy 
See, but the Orthodox must show understanding; they must emerge from the 
narrow opinions through which they regard the problems of Christian unity". 

| | EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The list of delegate-observers to the Second Vatican Council 
given in EPS issue No. 36, October 5, 1962, incorrectly listed one of the 
World Presbyterian Alliance observers — the Rev. Douglas Shaw, as pastor of 
St. George's West Chureh, Edinburgh... Mr. Douglas Shaw is assistant ministe 
of the church. EPS regrets the error. 
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Roman Catholics and Protestants in the town of Son, near Hindhoven, the 
Netherlands, are planning to build Separate churches, but are raising funds 
for the new edifices in one campaign with the slogan "Two Houses for One 
Lord. A spokesman said the joint fund drive was planned to give members 
of the two churches a better understanding of each otherts faith and that 
when erected the new churches will be "sister churches", A highlight of 
the campaign will be a joint meeting, October 31, marking Reformaticn Day at 
which both the town's Roman Catholic priest and Reformed Church pastor will 
discuss the Reformation, 


* * * 


The noted South African Christian leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, 
Albert J. Luthuli, has been elected rector of Glasgow University. Mr. 
Luthuli polled 1,271 votes as compared with 861 for the runner-up, Scottish 
National Party president Robert D. Mcintyre, Other candidates were British 
Lord Privy Seal Edward Heath, and Scottish racehorse owner Lord Rosebery. 

His election came after a pitched battle by several hundred student partisans 
which ended in 30 arrests and seven casualties. 


* * * 


Some 12,000,000 US Protestant and Orthodox women around the country 
will observe World Community Day, November 2, with special prayers and con- 
tributions of money, clothing, yarn, and sewing supplies in the interest of 
world peace. The observance is sponsored annually by United Church Women, 
a general department of the National Council cf Churches, and is marked by 
Special church services, study sessions and offerings to aid overseas needy. 


* TAS * 


The death of Dr. Arne Fjellbu, retired Bishop of Trondheim and a promin- 
ent Church cf Norway leader, at the age of 71, is reported in Trondheim. 
Dr, Fjellbu was well known as a liberal theologian and gained wide renown 
for his leadership of Norwegian Christians in their resistance tc Nazi cccu- 
pation in World War II. 


x * * 


A total of $302,375 was given by Protestant and Orthodox churches around 
the world to aid victims of the earthquake which struck Chile in 1960, acc-~ 
ording tc final reports issued last week, Largest portion of the funds, 
which were distributed through the Ayuda Cristian Evangelica, the Chilean 
cooperative church agency, came from US churches which gave $179,547. Funds 
channelled through the World Council of Churches were $38,980. Largest 
amount - some $143,000 - was used for reconstruction loans and grants. 


% * * 


The National Ecumenical Council of the Netherlands has purchased a 
building at Maliebaan, Utrecht, to house its expanding activities. The new 
centre, which also will house the offices cf the Dutch Heumenical Youth 
Council, is expected to be ready for occupancy by the beginning cf 1963, 


* * %* 


The Association of Baptists in Continental Europe at its annual meeting 
in Orleans, France, voted to send $1,000 to Spanish Baptists to be used for 
Yelief in flood-stricken areas, The Association is composed mainly of 
English-speaking churches in Germany, with a few others in France and Spain, 
Members are mostly Baptists from the USA on military or other duties in 
Europe. 
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For the second consecutive year the Christian Radio Network in Korea 
has received. recognition from that government for outstanding service. 
The Order of Gultural Merit national medal was recently presented in 
Washington, D.C., to the Rev, Otto DeCamp, "in recognition and appreci- 
ation of his long and dedicated servine and for developing the first 
civilian, broadcasting system in Korea". Only six such medals have been 
awarded in the history of the Korean Republic. The medal was presented . 
to Mr. DeCamp at a ceremony at the Korean Embassy in Washington by the 
Korean Ambassador to the Us, General Il Kwon Chung. 


- an ae a 


An eight-week School of Religious Studies for laymen, designed to 
prepare them for "dialogue" with other Christians, has been launched by 
the Eeumenical Institute, tivanston, Ill., (USA) in eight locations in and 
‘around Chicago.. Only one of its kind in the country, the institute was ; 
founded in 1957 and recently .became a division of the Church Federation of. 
Greater Chicago. , ; 


* * % 


Ten Congolese men have eraduated from a joint Methodist-Presbyterian 

secondary school at Katubue, in the heart of Congo!s Kasai Province. 

They were among the only 30 high school graduates this year in a province. 
of more than two million people. A Presbyterian U.S. missionary reported: 
"Only ten made it through the trying times of inter-tribal fighting, 

student upheavals, etc. which have scarred these past years. I have never 
seen a finer-looking group of young men. To be a secondary school gradu- 
ate here means much more than to be a college graduate in the United States. 
Imagine a state like Kansas or Colorado with only 30 high school seniors!" 


* * * 


, What is believed to be the oldest synagogue in Western Europe, and 
perhaps in all surope, has been discovered in Ostia, the port of imperial. 
Rome at the mouth of the Tiber. Some frescoed decorations, the materials 
used, and the technique of construction have proved to archaeologists in 
charge of the excavation that it dates from the first century of the 
Christian era. 


* * * 


_.. A Roman Catholic priest and a Lutheran pastor in St. Cloud, Minn. ren 
(USA) have together compiled a prayer For church unity. The prayer; 
arranged by Father Vincent A. Yzermans, editor of the St. Cloud Visitor, 
and the Rev. Richard D. Vangerud, pastor of Bethlehem Lutheran church, 
St. (Cloud, and president of the St.’ Cloud Ministerial Association, is 
contained in the November issue of the Catholic Digest, published there. 
Petitions in the prayer were collected from various Protestant and 
Catholic sources and "have been so arranged that both Catholics and 
Protestants. might use them in petitioning the heavenly Father that 
Christ!s great prayer might be fulfilled: !That they may all be one!", 
the Digest said in an introduction. 


* * * 


"Christian Unity and. low It Applies to Us" was the subject of a joint 
weekend meeting of 100 laymen of two Anglican parishes, in England. Lay- 
men from St. Mark's Church, Peaslake, and St. John's Church, Shere, took 
complete charge of organizing and running the weekend. The British Weekly 
called it: an example of "the spirit of unity moving at the local level". ' 


* * * 
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Father Makary El Souriany, secretary to His Holiness the Coptic Patri- 
arch, has beén named Bishop of Public Service of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 
and ordained in a ceremony at the Patriarchate, Cairo, under the name of 
Bishop Samuel. Bishop Samuel teacheg . Pastoral Theology in the Coptic 
Theological College, Cairo, and is chairman of the Department of. Social 
Studies of the Institute of Coptic Studies, Caird. He is a member of the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches. Also consecrated as 
bishop at the same rite was Father Antonios El Souriany who will serve as 
Bishop of Religious Education and’ supervisor of the Theological College, the 
Institute of Coptic Studies and the schools of religious education. He was 
named Bishop Shenouda. | . 

x ; "Aaa ges 

Three of the four Chinese families - the first admitted by the United 
States in a move to help ease the refugee crisis that arose in Hong Kong 
recently - were Christian families sponsored by Lutheran agencies. Travel 
loans were provided by the Lutheran World Federation and the cases were 
processed by this country's Lutheran Immigration Service. The current US 
migration programme, announced by President Kennedy several months ago, 
provides for admission of many of the 5,000 Hong Kong refugees who were 
cleared: for entry five or more years.ago but were still unable to get visas 
because of the quota system. The Chinese quota is 205 visas a year, 


enh eas * 


. The dates of July 24-28, 1963, have been selected for the llth German 
Evangelical Kirehentag. The theme will be "Man's Situation". and study 
groups will concentrate on study of man's relation to his individual fellow- 
men, to social groups, and to the church. In preparation for the Kirchentag 
a study group for church reform has been organized to study topics including 
the episcopal office, church leadership, laity's role, and the possible 
re-organization of geographical parishes. 3 


ZG Vesta Wl 


The working committee of the Prague Peace Conference -has scheduled a: 
meeting in Driebergen, the Netherlands, December 3-7. Dr. Joseph: Hromadka, 
Czeck leader and conference president will preside. Archbishop Nikodim of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, and other church leaders from the USSR,. Hungary, 
Rumania, and East Germany are expected to attend. Immediately following the 
working committee the Conference will hold a regional conference, also at 
Driebergen. The next meeting of the full Conference is scheduled in 
Czechoslovakia in 1964. EPS, Geneva 


a 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


WCC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME WIDENS ITS WORK FOR NEW ACADEMIC YEAR 


(Geneva) - With awards to 171 students to undertake courses during the new 
academic year now beginniug in most countries, the WCC's Scholarships Pro- 
gramme reports significant extensions in its work, 


For the first time two members of Pentecostal churches in Chile, which 
joined the World Council at its Third Assembly last year, are to take full 
theological courses at the Theological Faculty in Buenos Aires, Argentina; 

a man from Britain is to study at Ibadan University College, Nigeria; three 
men from Germany will study at Ghana University, the Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Manila, and the Belgrade Theological Faculty; and an African from 
Bechuanaland is taking up studies at Madras Christian College, India. 


The year opens with 31 WCC scholarship students beginning studies at 
universities and seminaries in the USA and Canada. This group includes. 
students from nine European countries and from Iigypt, Ethiopia, and Northern 
Rhodesia. 


In addition 25 students, mainly from Europe but including three from the 
USA and one from Ethiopia, will study in Germany; 23 from Madagascar, Britair 
the USA, Cameroun, Germany, Ethiopia, Puerto Rico, Holland, and Greece, are 
going to France; and 20, mainly from the Congo: but with others from France, 
Gabon, Japan, Cameroun, Bulgaria, and Rumania, will take courses in Switzer- 
land. Other countries to which WCC scholarship holders will go are Belgium 
(4), Greece (2), Israel (1), Jordan (1), Italy (2), Holland (5), Turkey (1), 
Yugoslavia (1), India (3), the Philippines (1), Argentina (2), Nigeria (1), 
Ghana (1), and Tunisia (3). | 


Finally, 18 awards, have been made to enable theologians from Asia, Africe 
Europe, Latin America, and the Near Bast to study at the Hcumenical Institute! 
Graduate School at Bossey, Switzerland. 


Mr. Jtirgen Peylc, from Germany, is studying at the Belgrade Theological 
Faculty on a scholarship made available by the Serbian Patriarch as a token 
of his appreciation of what the Scholarship Programme has done for students 
from his country. ! | 


Two men from Bulgaria and three from Rumania have been given WCC scholar- 
ships.for special six months! courses in Switzerland, France, and Britain. 
They have been nominated by their Patriarchs so that their churches may have 
a growing number of men who have: knowledge of the ecumenical movement. Part 
of their work will be done in Geneva where they will .be introduced to the 
various departments of the WCC and will include prescribed reading of document 
One of the Rumanian students is among those taking the course at Bossey's 
Graduate Schcol. 


Nineteen non-theological students, a higher proportion than ever before, 
are included among those receiving this year's awards. Many of them are . 
African teachers who are fitting themselves for the educational upgrading of ; 
schools. 


The primary purpose behind the award of many of the theological scholar-= 
ships is to enable pastors to understand, and have experience of, the life of 
the Church in a tradition and environment different from their own. } 


The WCC Scholarships Committee makes its awards to free places offered 0: 
churches and seminaries, supplemented by a $60,000 a year budget made availab. 
to it by the Divisicn of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. The 
candidates and their churches sontributc 210 the travel costs, and the Schol 
ship Committee guarantees tuition fees, board and lodging, and medest pocket 
money. The cost of administering the programme is covered by the Division! 
service programme, EPS, Geneva 
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‘US CHURCHES SPEAK OUT 
ON CUBAN CRISIS 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches called for "restraint, calm- 
ness, and control" in a message issued to its 31 Protestant and Orthodox 
member churches at the height of the Cuban crisis last week. 


The statement was one of several issued by US churches and Christian 
groups before the accord was reached early this week when Soviet Premier 
Khrushchev announced that the Cuba missile sites would be dismantled and 
President Kennedy pledged the US would not invade Cuba. 


The NCC message, which was forwarded toPresident Kennedy, "expressed the 
desire for the fullest recourse to and Support of the international organi- 
zations, including the United Nations and the Organization of American 
States. 


"The building of an international order under law depends upon the will- 
ingness of nations, great and small, to respect the clear judgements of the 
emergent world community as they may be expressed through its institutions", 
it said. : 


"Recognizing that negotiations seeking solutions to-international ten- 
Sions have long been in process, we Support renewed negotiations to deal 
with the changing issues now-confronting the nations." 
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Only one of the numerous statements issued by other church groups 
referred directly to the statement of the officers of the World Council of 
Churches in which they expressed "grave concern and regret" over the US 
blockade. (See BPS No. 39). 


Meeting in Milwaukee, Wis., some 1,000 delegates to the American 
Lutheran Church!s convention voted overwhelmingly to repudiate the WCC state- 
ment. In a preamble to their statement they declared that the World Council ': 
statement "speaks out against the government of the United States in the 
Cuban crisis". They pledged "united support in prayer" to President *~ 
-_-Kenhedy. ..... 


The delegates took the action after brushing aside a plea from church 
president Dr. Fredrik A. Schiotz, that no stand be taken because of the 
critical nature of the issues involved. - 


Earlier the church had voted by more than two to one,..047 $0. 50 [47 eu0 
retain Council membership. The vote, which had no connection with the debate 
over the WCC Cuba statement, was taken in line with an agreement made two 
years: ago when the church joined the WCC to review the relationship at its 
Sauk eae At the time it was taken the WCC statement had not. been 
issued. sid Teenie Cares: rae . 
| Statements by other US groups- included these: 

‘The American Friends! Service Committee called upon both sides to sus- 
pend aggressivé actions and submit the matter to negotiations in the United 
Nations. In a reference to US maintained NATO missile bases in Turkey, the 
statement said: "We ourselves have expected the people of the Soviet Union 
to accommodate themselves to nearby weapons aimed at their cities. Now we 
~—wre forthe same-situations “ATL mon are facing the folly of reliance” upon 
weapons of absolute destruction. War itself is the real enemy. . ." 


The United Church of Christ's Board of World Ministries.called for the 
US government "in season and out, to rely upon the collective means of 
consultation. and peaceful action"... : i. y lios . ae 


Tic Fellowship of Reconciliation, apacifist group, called the biockade ~ 
a revelation of "the bankruptcy of a policy that persists in meeting force 
only with force while falsely, holding up the goal of a peace.to. be. won by the 
methods of war''. pd 43 . Re gt e 


‘Three prominent Methodist bishops, officers of the Methodist Board of 
Christian Social Concerns, issued a joint, but non-official statement, call- 
ing on President Kennedy to vefrain from any military invasion of Cuba, say- 
ing it would label the .US an."aggressor nation" and ''would violate the. 
sovereignty of Cuba and..the provisions of the UN Charter". The signers were 
Bishop Francis G. Ensley, of Des Moines, Board president, and Bishops. John 
Wesley Lord of Washington, D.C., and A. Raymond Grant of Portland, Oregon, 
-- Board vice-presidents. ~~ Tae BA 


' Before announcement of the accord a group of prominent Protestants had 9 
called upon the US to take no new military steps as long as there was any 
_ hope of dismantling the missile bases peacefully. The signers included Dr. 
Paul Tillich, Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr, Dean Samuel Miller of Harvard Divinity 
School, Dean Jerald Brauer of Chicago Divinity School, Dean John Bennett. of 
Union Theological Seminary, Bishop Angus Dun, retired bishop of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C., and the Very Rev. Francis B. Sayrey 
dean of Washington (D.C.) Cathedral, ; 


q 
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Bishop Arthur Lichtenberger, presiding bishop of the Protestant Epis- 


“‘copal Church, in another interview had told newsmen that "from what I know 


of the situation I would be opposed to a unilateral invasion of Cuba!'’. «- 
However, he said he would support a United Nations! inspection team moving 
into Cuba. ROTA EPS, Geneva 


“RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADERS 


CONDEMN US CUBA BLOCKADE 


(Moscow) - Patriarch Alexius, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, and five 
other USSa church leaders joined last week in protesting the US blockade of 
Cuba as "placing mankind on the verge of military catastrophe". 


The message, addressed to the heads of all governments, to the leaders 
of all religious groups and "to all Christians", appealed to them to do 
"all that lies in your power to bar a new world war". 


_ Simultaneously the Patriarch called upon all heads of the national 
Orthodox churches to redouble their prayers for world peace and to "unite 
in Christian action to impel the responsible people of America to hear the 
voice of reason and to renounce all dangerous actions", 


, Other cables condemning the American action and Signed by Archbishop 
Nicodim, head of the Patriarchate's department of foreign church affairs, 
were sent to J. Irwin Miller, president of the National Council of Churches 
in the United States; and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches. Sent to U Thant, Secretary general of the 
United Nations, was another message signed by Patriarch Alexius. 


in the cable to Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Archbishop Nicodim expressed 
"our confidence that the World Council of Churches will in the future not 
weaken its efforts in the direction (of peace) as long as the perilous 
conflict has not found, with God's help, a propitious solution", 

The message sent by Archbishop Nicodim to Mr. Miller said "we have 


confidence in the goodwill of the American people who are opposed to the 
possibility of a new war. It is the duty of American church leaders to use 


._all.opportunities in pressing the US government to abandon its crazy policy. 


We hope the Lord wili help you in your efforts", 


Among church leaders co-signing the appeal "to all Christians" with 
Patriarch Alexius were: Patriarch-Catholicos Ephraim II of the Georgian 
Orthodox Church; ‘ Catholicos Vazken I of Etchmiadzin, head of the Armenian 
Apostolic (Orthodox) Church; Metropolitan Josef, head of the Old Believers, 
a sect which split from the Russian Orthodox Church in 16673; Archbishop 
Jaan Kiivitt of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Estonia; Archbishop Gustav 
Turs of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia; and the Rev. Jacob 
Zhidkov, head of the Evangelical Christian (Baptist) Union of the USSR. 

EPS, Geneva 


_ BRITISH COUNCIL UxckKS . 


US-SOVIET NEGOTIATIONS 


(Coventry) - A resolution urging the United States and the Soviet Union to 
begin negotiations on Cuba with the least possible delay was adopted by the 
British Council of Churches at its semi-annual meeting here. 


The action taken prior to announcement that the missile bases would be 
dismantled said the negotiations should be "by direct initiative or by the 
800d offices of a third party", 
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The resolution meanwhile urged Christian people to continue in prayer 
for "the victory and moderation and statesmanship over pride, truculence, 
and fear". 


A proposal to omit the word "truculence" from the resolution was 
defeated. It was pointed out during discussion that the resolution did not 
say who was being truculent and "people would be forced to decide for them- 
selves whom the cap fitted". ? EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES PRAY FOR... ee 
IN WORLD CRISIS 


(Geneva) - Prayers for peace were offeredby many church groups last. week at 
the height of the Cuban crisis. 


Patriarch Cyril VI of Alexandria called upon all Coptic churches in the 
United Arab Republic, the Sudan, Ethiopia, and the remainder of the African 
Continent to observe three days of prayer for peace. He also appealed to 
heads of governments "to realise the grave responsibility which rests upon 
them and make every effort possible to avoid the catastrophe of nuclear 
warfare", . 


Intercessions for peace also were held in all the German Evangelical 
(EKID) churches last Sunday in response to an appeal from church leaders. 
age EPS, Geneva 


FINNISH CHURCH SYNODS VOTE 


-. AGAINST ORDINATION OF WOMEN 4A 


(Helsinki) - The synods of all eight dioceses of the Lutheran Church of 
Finland have voted against the ordination of women to the ministry. 


However, the issue is expected to come. before the Assembly of the 
entire church next summer in the form of reports of two of its committees 
named to study the issue. 


A special committee named by the last Assembly, which meets every five 
years, had recommended that women be permitted to become regularly ordained 
pastors. Another Assembly committee, responsible for church law questions, 
had advocated the use of the title "lector" for women theologians and 
suggested that the "lectors" be appointed by diocesan chapters after consul- 
tation with the congregation involved. It also recommended that "lectors" 
be permitted to administer private communion as part of pastoral care. 

EPS, Geneva 


SCOTTISH BAPTISTS POSTPONE 
WCC MEMBERSHIP DECISION 


(Hdinburgh) - The Baptist Union of Scotland at its annual assembly in Edin- 
burgh voted to wait another year before making a final decision as to whe the: 
to apply for membership in the World Council of Churches. 


A committee appointed last year to make a recommendation requested 12 
months: more for its study, and this was approved almost unanimously by the 
assembly. EPS, Geneva 


. 
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MISSIONARY, NATIONAL CHURCHES 
RELATIONSHIP STUDIED IN JAPAN 


(Tokyo) - Relationships between missionaries and national churches in Japan 
and future patterns of cooperation were the topics of a three-day study con- 
ference attended here by some 200 evangelistic workers, teachers, and.social 
workers of The United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). The first national 
conference on the topic, it was sponsored jointly by The United Church and 
the Council of Cooperation, an agency of The United Church and mission 
boards. 


Study groups, held following introductory addresses, pinpointed five 
areas of special concern: evangelism in Japan and the problem of self- 
Support; cooperation of Christian social institutions, Christian educational 
_institutions, and the church!s role in the evangelism of Japan; the estab- 
lishment of councils of cooperation on the kyoku (regional) level to encour- 
age the cooperation of the three groups; problems related to the missionary's 
assignment - job descriptions, initial orientation, follow-up and super- 
vision, deepening the sense of partnership between missionaries and their 
Japanese co-workers; and the making clear of the image of the missionary 
according to the present day concept of the mission task of the Church. 


In regard to the problem of evangelism and self-support, three positions 
were represented at the conference. One is that financial independence 
should be achieved as quickly as possible. The second holds that financial 
independence is the "ideal" but impractical at the present time in view of 
the evangelistic needs of Japan and the limited financial strength of the 
church, which make financial cooperation desirable for the time being. The 
third maintains that there is a form of financial cooperation which is 
itself ideal and not an interim unavoidability, and that it is this which 
the church should define and carry out. . 


The problem in Japan of cooperation between Christian social work, 
Christian schools, and the church arises out of the fact that each developed 
along separate lines after the emergence of The United Church in the early 
1940's, with a resulting lack of coordinated evangelistic effort. 


The conference stressed that dedication to a common task in Christian 
mission inclusive of education and social work is the true key to coopera- 
tion among Christian co-workers, and urged joint meetings of social workers, 
teachers, and evangelistic workers, along the lines of the conference on a 
regional basis. 


With regard to missionaries, the desirability of continued missionary 
cooperation was repeatedly affirmed. In the future, however, the discussion 
groups said the Church in Japan should take the central responsibility for 
orientation and guidance of missionaries. Recent statistics show that 390 
missionaries from seven US and Canadian denominations are assigned to Kyodan 
and related institutions in Japan, EPS, Geneva 


EUROPEAN YOUTH LEADERS PLAN STUDY 
OF MISSIONARY NATURE OF CONGREGATION 


(Biévres, France) ~ Sixty youth leaders from churches in 16 Huropean 

_ countries have agreed that because methods of youth work in the Church 
reflect the understanding of the doctrine of the Church, they must undertake 
much more serious study of the nature of the Church. 
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Specifically they decided to concentrate on study of the missionary 
nature of the congregation and to join local groups already established 
under auspices of a special study on the topic being conducted by the World 
Council of Churches! Department on Evangelism, naRes 3 


The group, convened here .for the four-day 16th Autumn Consultation of 
the World. Council's Youth Department, made the decision after study and 
debate of an introductory speech by the Kev. Albert van den Heuvel, depart- 
ment associate secretary. 


Mr. van den Heuvel told the meeting that "a basic issue" in planning - 
church youth programmes is "whether we prepare our young people for their 
participation in society by isolation from that society or whether we prepare 
them for society. by sending them into it. 


"Bringing young people into a living relation with Christ means bringing 
_ the whole person in contact with the Lord of the whole world, That means 
‘we cannot speak about young people without speaking about the society of 
which they ere a part", he said. 


Participants in the meeting were the. church youth department secretaries 
and secretaries of councils of churches! youth work from Australia, Belgiun, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Italy, the Nether- 
lands, Norway, Portugal, Poland, Spain, Sweden, and Switzerland. Also pre- 


sent were the general secretaries of the national Roman Catholic youth _. 
organizations in Austria, the Netherlands, and Switzerland.. EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN UNITY DISCUSSED BY 
US PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC THEOLOGIANS 


(South Bend, Ind.) - Twenty-five Protestant and Roman Catholic scholars, 
most of them theologians, gathered here at the University of Notre Dame for 
what was described as a "fruitful" colloquium on Christian unity. 


"Before we went, we had the feeling that this couldn't happen", said 
Dr. Martin E. Marty,’ pastor of the Lutheran church of the Holy Spirit in 
Chicago and associate editor of The Christian Century, undenominational 
Protestant journal. "Afterwards we wondered why it had never happened 
before. 


"T was amazed at the breadth of understanding exhibited on both sides", 
gaid Sister Mary Ann Ida, president of Mundelein College. 


A similar colloquium was held at Notre Dame in October, 1962, about 
which little was announced. During the recent session - devoted to a dis- 
cussion of "The Concept of the Church as the Body of Christ" - the programme 
was announced publicly and participants could be interviewed later on their 
. views. 


A prime element of the colloquium was frankness. "Disagreements and 
cleavages are not to be winked at or set aside; indeed, it is this disparit} 
of views which can spark irenic discussion", said Father Robert Pelton, head 
of Notre Dame's department of theology. 


"We fully exposed theological questions", said Dr. Marty. "The Protes- 
tants and Catholics would’ present alternate viewpoints, discussing such 
questions as whether the Church on earth has’ the same authority as the Lord, 
-Sna how does the Body of Christ differ from His Lordship." °C 
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His main conclusion on the symposium: "The amazing thing was when the 
Biblical theologians talked, it was difficult to tell who was on whose side. 
There was more agreement on Biblical than historical. and more on historical 
than practical. (questions)". 


Sister Mary Ann Ida agreed with Dr. Marty that agreement seemed closest 
on this level. "Yes, I think that is true", she said, "that is where the 
greatest hope for reaching understanding lies. There can only be one truth 
and all are arriving at ity" 


Both stressed the honesty of the exchange. "Nobody was trying to impress 
the other", said Sister Mary Ann Ida. "A complete disinterest in point 
making", said Dr. Marty. EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX PRIESTS 
PROTEST LOW SALARIES 


(Athens) - Many groups of Orthodox parish priests are reported being organized 
in Greece to bring pressure upon political leaders to increase their 
Salaries. 


Priests in Volos recently sent an appeal to King Paul and: the Greek 
government to act promptly on the petitioned rise.. Their appeal claimed 
that the authorities were findifrerent, tolour plight". 


Recently 15 priests applied for permission to emigrate to West Germany 
where they said they hoped to obtain employment in industry. In a letter 
to Bishop Philip of the Drama Diocese they said their low salaries had "led 
us to misery. We can't bear the thought of not being able to provide cloth- 
ing and enough food for our children", their petition stated. 


Parish priests have been described as the worst paid class in Greece. 
Their salaries range from $12.80 per week for university graduates in theo- 
logy to $6.50 for those having only a primary education. Government 
officials. generally agree that the priests are badly underpaid; however, 
governmental red tape and budgetary problems have prevented rises. 

EPS, Geneva 


UNIAT PATRIARCHATE WARNS OF 
DANGERS IN SEARCH FOR UNITY 


(Rome) - The Patriarch of one of the Uniat churches warned here that all - 
Christian unity efforts would be in vain if the Orthodox churches were made 
to feel that there was no room for them in the Roman Catholic Church unless 
they allowed themselves to be absorbed by the church and Jose their dis- 
tinctive personalities. 


Patriarch Maximos IV Saigh of the Melkites Church told a press confer- 
ence that if that happens the Vatican Council, rather than paving the way to 
unity, would destroy all hopes of reunion, 


But the Patriarch said he saw less danger of this than previously 
because Pope John XXIII has "taken the right course" and Roman Catholics now 
admit that they are equally guilty for the schism which resulted in the 
establishment of the Orthodox churches. 


"What the Roman Catholic Church lacked in the past was not so much love 
of truth as love of neighbour", the Patriarch said. 
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Patriarch Maximos said that the particular position of the Uniat 
‘churches, which are in communion with Rome but retain their respective 
languages, rites and canon laws, enables them to have "excellent relations" 
with non-Roman Catholic churches. He defined its position with regard to 
the Orthodox as "absolute loyalty to Catholic unity, but equal loyalty to 
the Eastern Church". has 


Patriarch Maximos is attending the Second Vatican Council with 23 
bishops and archimandrites of the Uniat churches of the Byzantine Rite. 
Total world number of members of Uniat churches was estimated at 8,250,000 
in“1950. | | EPS, Geneva 


WESTERN LOSS OF MORAL LEADERSHIP 
HELD BLOCKING CHRISTIAN MISSIONS 


(Elmhurst, T1l.) - Western Christianity'!s loss of moral leadership overseas 
“4s a major roadblock facing Christian missions today, a Church of South 
India bishop. told the annual meeting of the United Church Board for World: 
Ministries here, fe 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, director of the World Council of Churches! 
Division of World Mission.and Evangelism, said this loss has resulted from 
the participation of.Western nations im wars beginning with World War I and 
the lowering of moral standards in so-called Christian countries. 


Other factors forcing foreign missionaries to "work against the stream", 
he said, are changes in political power and the upsurge of rival faiths. 


Bishop Newbigin declared that "the basic form of witness in the New 
Testament is suffering.. Today there is a witness to be borne in the whole 
world by suffering", he said. 


He reminded the mission leaders that "we are not in the business of 
missions to create a success story. It is not our task to propagandize for 
our organization or to build impressive statistics or to proselytize." 


Western churches are in missions, he said, "to present Jesus Christ as 
the one saviour of all men. Nothing in our organization must obscure that 
fact. The basic question is whether the missionary task is so discharged 
that men see Jesus and not us." EPS, Geneva 


FRENCH PROTESTANTS WELCOME 
REPATRIATES OF ALL FAITHS 


(Paris) - Most.French Protestant communities have welcomed repatriates from | 
Algeria, regardless of their church affiliation, a new report issued by the 
French Protestant Federation says. 


It reported that parish groups, church-related welfare agencies, CIMADE 
the French churches! relief agency, and other groups have cooperated in 
organizing welcome centres, in placing orphan children, and other services. 
It noted that similar aid is also being offered by the Roman Catholic 
relief organization and the United Jewish Relicf Fund, and that the 
agencies of the three faiths are cooperating in many communities. 

‘ EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN ANGLICAN PRELATE™ 
WILL "STAY OUT OF POLITICS" 


(Johannesburg) ~ An Anglican prelate whose predecessor was deported for 
opposing the South African government's racial Segregation policies said 
here that he intends "to keep out of the country's politics". 


. Dr. Leslie Edward Stradling, 54-year-old British-born successor to 
Bishop Richard Ambrose Reeves in the Johannesburg see, told a news conferences; 


"My ideas of the duties of a bishop differ from those of Bishop Reeves, 
whose footsteps I have no intention of following. 7 


"T also feel unhappy about South Africa's racial policy, but feel it's 
too late to change it. I suppose a separate development (white and non- 
white) must be accepted." 


Dr. Stradling said that "my duties as a bishop come first, since the 
Church is not a political beacon", 


In answer to a question from newsmen, the Anglican prelate said he 
“believed the South African government had the right to deport bishops, add- 
ing that he had been impressed by the degree of free speech in the country. 
Asked whether he would protest to the authorities if a parishioner - as 
authorized by the so-called Sabotage Act - were placed under house arrest, 
he replied: "If it prevented him from attending Sunday services", 


His predecessor, Dr. Reeves, resigned his post as Bishop of Johannes- 
burg. in February, 1961, after being forced out of the country because of his 
outspoken stand against the government's segregationist laws and policies. 


Meanwhile, last week the Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, the Rt. Rev. BiG. 
Knapp-Fisher, strongly defended the rights of the Church to speak out on 
politigal issues. 


Replying to a warning by Mr. Ben Schoeman, South African Minister of 
Transport to keep out of politics, Bishop Knapp-Fisher declared that the 
Bible gives every encouragement to Christians to be outspoken in their 
judgements on social and political life. tty ‘ 


He said Mr. Schoeman's view that it was not a ficld for Christians was 
"widespread but mistaken" and that "the Christian should have concern for 
every situation in which human interests was involved". 


~“He said to fail in that response would justify the taunt of non-Christ~ 
ians that religion was only a means of escape and & vague promise of future 


compensation for present’ ills. 


‘He added he did not believe that the Transport Minister wauld condemn 
Episcopalian criticism of Communism as "unwarranted interference" by 


Christians in politics. (See EPS No, 39). EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTIAN HIGHER EDUCATION AID 
FOR ASIAN COLLEGES INCREASED 


(New York) - More than $986,000 was made. available by the United Board for 
Christian Higher Education in Asia in the fiscal year ending June 30 to.the 
Six Christian colleges in south-east Asia it helps to support. 


“= ‘In-its annual report, "Today's Students....Tomorrow!'s Asia", the board 
Said the 1961-62 total represented an increase of some $100,000 over the 
“amount furnished in the previous fiscal year. 


Per, 
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The six colleges, with a total of 8,500 students are: Yonsei University, 
Seoul; Tunghai University, Taichung, Taiwan (Formosa); Chung Chi College, 
Hong Kong; . Philippine Christian College, Manila; Silliman University, 
Dumaguete, the Philippines; and Satya Watjana University, Salatiga, Java. 


More than one-fifth of the funds went for capital improvements for the 
schools. The remainder was appropriated for subsidies, inter-area projects, 
and administrative and other expenses necessary to carry out specific college 
programmes. 


The United Board programme draws support from 15 Protestant mission 
“agencies, American colleges, alumni groups, foundations, corporations, and 
individuals. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES FORM CONFERENCE 
IN SOUTH WEST AFRICA 


(Windhoek, South West Africa) - Three Lutheran churches, together embracing 
about half the population of South West Africa, have joined to form a confer-= 
ence for furtherance of common interests. The new association will streng- 
‘then ties that until now have been afforded in a loose way through a common 
study group, which has existed for a number of years. 


Participating in the new conference are the 125 ,000-member Ovamboka- 
vango Church, whose autonomous constitution dates from 1954; the 100,000- 
member Evangelical Lutheran Church in South West Africa, 19573 and the 
18,000-member German Evangelical Lutheran Church in South West Africa, 1960. 


The Ovambokavango Church traces its origin to the work of the Finnish 
Missionary Society, and the Evangelical Lutheran Church to work of the 
Rhenish Mission of Germany. EPS, Geneva 


POPE'S COMMISSION NOMINATIONS REVEALED: 
TWENTY-THREE ITALIAN CARDINALS NAMED 


(Rome) - Pope John XXIII this week made public his 90 nominations for the 
ten key Second Vatican Council commissions. Twenty-three of those named 
were Italian and several more were Rome-based Council fathers. 


The Pontiff!s nominations of so many Italians were generally interpre- 
ted as an effort to balance the commissions, whose other members, elected by 
the Council fathers, had included only a small percentage of the number of 
Ttalians represented at the Council. (See EPS No. 39). 


Originally the Pope was to name eight of the members of each commission 
but he increased the number to nine for a total of 25 each. The key commis- 
sions will vote by a majority of two-thirds. 


Meanwhile, the discussion of the sacred liturgy moved into the second 
week. Muoh of last week's discussion was reported to have centred on use 
of the vernacular as opposed to Latin. A Vatican press communique said. 
that "requests have come for more or less drastic reforms from many areas". 


The Times of London commented: "It seems probable at this early stage 
. . sthat the most likely solution of the problem will turn on a broadening 
of episcopal responsibilities, so that the bishops may decide on the pasis 
of the local situations and on the guiding principles which the council will 
no doubt draw up, how far to favour the use of the local language". 


EPS, Geneva 
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GOOD RELATIONS WITH OBSERVERS 
CITED BY VATICAN OFFICIAL 


(Rome) - "Very fruitful relations" have been established between observers 
from non-Roman Catholic churches to the Second Vatican Council and the 
Vatican. Secretariat for Christian Unity, Msgr. Martin, Archbishop of Rouen 
and a Secretariat member said here, 


He told a press conference that the exchanges are "animated by a common 
faith in the same God'', and that "everyone is on the same wave-length". 
EPS, Geneva 


NEW SPIRIT OF MISSIONARY PARTNERSHIP 
REPORTED RESULT OF STRATEGY CONSULTATION 


(Montreat, NeGS)= A new spirit of missionary partnership among churches in 
the United States and overseas was called the most significant outcome of a 
seven-day consultation on world mission strategy held here last week. 


Central issue of sometimes heated debate was the question of mission- 
church relations. Should the foreign mission as an organizational unit con- 
tinue, or should the national church assume responsibility? 


The consultation voted that "the primary responsibility for the mission- 
ary enterprise in any nation belongs to the national church". This decision 
was called by a delegate. from Mexico "the begerning of a new era in the 
mpeetonary task, together". 


’ The consultation had been called by the Pid ony esiee Church in the 
United States, through its Board of World Missions, for advice on missionary 
strategy. | Among the-almost 200 participants were representatives of .churches 
in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Europe, and the Middle East and of both 
"conservative" and "ecumenical" groups. 


The question of whether the mission should be integrated into ‘the 
national church assumed urgency in a world of rising nationalism -. often 
cited by overseas speakers - where national churches are often greatly out- 

numbered -.a concern of proponents of continuation of the mission as an 
organization. 


Both groups felt that missionaries are needed in increasing numbers to 
meet today! s challenge to the Church around the world. 


"The most significant thing was the mood or spirit of the consultation", 
Dr. T. Watson Street, executive secretary of the Board of World Missions, 
Presbyterian US, said after the closing session, "and the clear direction 
for the future". The direction, he Said, was toward a spirit of true 
interdependence, ; 


Throughout the week, a sense of urgency ran through discussions. Grow- 
ing nationalism was cited by Latin Americans as one reason for the decision 
to shift emphasis from a "foreign" missionary agency to the national church. 


"It isn't that we do not work in harmony with the mission, and the 
missionaries", a Brazilian delegate said at a press conference during the 
week. "It is that it is not possible in our country to have an extension of 
‘a foreign church, especially. an American church", if the church is to be most 
effective in its witness. Under the new plan of cooperation, he said, "the 
‘church would have Americans working in it, but the church is Brazilian". 


| 
% | 
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The issue was brought to 4 vote under the report of a committee on the 
role of the mission. The committee recommended "that the structure of rela- 
tionship of missionaries to a national church should: be worked out by that 
national churchin consultation with the Presbyterian Church US", .-The vote, 
after much debate, was unanimous.” 1 » 


The final action of the consultation was the adoption of a theological. 
statement on the Churoh's mission today, which emphasized both the urgency 
of the moment and the necd. for new commitment to the mission of the Church 
"an a world which otherwise has no hope", | . 


In other actions, the consultation: 


Emphasized the increasingly important role of laymen overseas, proposing 
more participation by youth overseas in work camps and other service pro- 
jects and that the home church "actively challenge" qualified laymen to 
accept service in government and other secular projects abroad as a positive 
witness to their Christian concern. 


Pointed to racial discrimination in the United States as a "major 
hindrance" to Christian witness in other countries, and called for the end- 
ing of such discrimination in church and secular life. Other hindrances | 
cited were materialisn, emphasis on "status"! or class sonsciousness, compla- 
ceney in.the face of the world-wide social revolution, lax moral standards, 
and institutionalism.. 


Asked that in cach country where the Presbyterian US Board of World 
Missions is at work, area studies be held in an effort to adopt a single 
policy of mission-church relations, "with respect to the national church". 

; -_ -EPS, Geneva 


CONGREGATIONAL UNION CONDEMNS 
INJUSTICE TO NEGROES apy 


(Capetown) ~ A resolution calling for an end to unjust measures against the 
Negro population was adopted here by the Congregational Union of South Africa. 


Addressing the Ministries of Justice and of Bantu Administration and. - 
Development, it urged them to amend all legislation "inhibiting freedom of 
association and making serious inroads into home and family life and individ- 
ual dignity". ; | 


It also called upon the ministries to "treat all in South Africa as 
God!s own people", and. further .. also deplored restrictions parring some 
sections of the Bantu population from moving from one community to another, 
while making others liable to removal without consultation or consent. 


The Union also sent a letter t6 Prime Minister H.F. Verwoerd deploring 
provisions of the General Law Amendment Act (known as the Sabotage Act) which 
it said, had "blanketed the country with mass prohibitions", while only a 
gmall proportion of the provisions actually dealt with sabotage. 


The only reply to the messages came from the Prime Minister's office. 
It expressed regret that church bodies "saw fit to express over-hasty opin- 
ions on matters outside the ordinary scope of their functions and whereon 
their competence to judge must be doubted". EPS, Geneva 
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IN BRIEF 


Legal action is pending against Jesuit priests who led a mob attack on 
Assemblies of God missionaries and believers in Carmo do Rio Claro, Brazil, 
‘during the laying of the cornerstone of a new church. The press service of 

the National Association of Evangelicals (USA) reported that during the 
ceremony the Assemblies of God group was assaulted by a mob of 2,000 led by 
five Jesuit priests. Those injured included an American missionary, the ‘° 
Rev. John Lemos, director of a Bible institute near Sao Paulo, and six - 
national pastors. In the attack the mod started to set fire to trucks 
belonging to the Protestants and approximately 80 persons were forced to 
flee the city after being severely beaten, 


De Gio: ogee 


Serampore University, which was established as a college by Willian. 
Carey, is to receive nearly $100,000 for scholazships to help the advanced 
‘training of teachers in five graduate theological schools of India. The 
grant comes from the Theological Education Fund of the World Council of 
Churches. 


%* * * 


A cinema will be the setting for services planned this winter by “the - 
youth organization of the Dutch Reformed Church in the Hague. Plans call 
for showing of films, jazz concerts, and talks on Biblical themes. After- 
wards coffee willbe served in the cinema lounge. 


eee RR yey oe 


Owing to the shortage of pastors in Bavaria, three Protestant social - 
workers have been ordained to the Sree for the first time in the 
Lutheran Church of Bavaria. These lay "pastoral administrators" have the 
same authority and the same rights as academically trained theologians. 
The church is also expected to appoint other "diakone' and experience 
church workers as "pastoral administrators" in parishes which have no 
pastors. , 


¥ * * 


Within five months of its opening, the new Coventry Cathedral, England, 
requires building extensions. The Provost, the Very Rev. Harold Williams, 
said this was because of the "entirely unexpected demand on our service". 
sir Basil Spence, the cathedral architect, is designing an international 
“youth hostel, administrative offices, and a new school for the cathedral 
choir. The Provost said there were already bookings throughout the spring 
and summer of next year for parties of visitors from several countri&s. 

The need for administrative offices had become urgent because of the large 


number of visitors to the cathedral, In the five months more than 2,500,000 
visitors have toured the new building. 
x¥ * »* 


Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish groups have joined forces in Kansas 
City, Missouri, USA, to bring 30 Cuban refugee families to the area. Twenty- 
“three Protestant APG 53 10 Roman Catholic organizations and 2 Jewish 

groups already are committeedas Sponsors, Others, at the urging of church 
_and Civic leaders, may become sponsors, enabling more Cuban families to ~' 
‘settle in the area, | | 
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In an effort to support and propagate the "Bread for the World" campaign 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID), West German postal authorities 
will issue on November 23 a special 20-pfennig stamp. The stamp, in red and 
white colours, spells out in black bold print the German name of the drive, 
"Brot fiir die Welt". . A total of 20,000,000 stamps will be issued. The 
EKID campaign has netted more than $10,000,000 thus far. The funds are ~ 
being used for food shipments and immediate aid measures, as well as long- 
range agricultural, medical, and housing programmes in under-developed areas 
of Africa, Asia, Latin America, and southern Hurope. a 


* Sethe Se 


Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, noted US Negro Baptist leader and president of 
Morehouse College, Atlanta, Ga., has been named chairman of the first 
National Conference on Religion and Race here, January 14-17, sponsored by 
the National Council of Churches! Department of Racial and Cultural Rela-~ 
tions, the National Catholic Welfare Conference's Social Action Department, 
and the Synagogue Council of America's Social Action Commission. 


* * * 


Patriarch Germanos of the Serbian Orthodox Church is making a two-week 
visit in Bucarest, Rumania, as the guest of Patriarch Justinian of the 
Rumanian Orthodox Church. In 1957 Patriarch Justinian visited Patriarch 
Germanos in Serbia and this is now the return visit. 


* * * 


Church World Service will seek $1,009,110 from American Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox church members in its special Thanksgiving appeal to 
finance its 1963 Share Our Surplus (SOS) programme. Under the programme 
some 10,000,000 of the world's hungry in 32 areas of acute need are expected 
to receive about 330,000,000 pounds of US surplus foods valued at approxi 
matey $30 million. During the 1962 SOS programme, for which Christians 
were asked to give about $980,000, more than 300 million pounds of food was 
distributed by CWS. | 


Ee Beam % 


The Rev. Tunggul S. Sihombing, former president of Nommensen University 
and since 1957 the general secretary of the Batak Protestant Christian 
Church (HKBP), Indonesia, was elected head of the church in October. As 
Ephorus of the 740,000-member Sumatran church - the largest Lutheran chureh 
in Asia - he succeeds a distant relative and venerated churchman, Dr. Justin 
Sihombing, who has headed. the HKBP since the end of World War If. Dr. 
Sihomsing has now reached retirement age. astor 7.S. Sihombing, who marks 
his 47th birthday on November 8, has been active in public life ever since 
Indonesia!s independence from the Netherlands. He was a member of the 
Constituent Assembly and now is a member of the National Assembly, an. 
advisory body to the government. 


Pare RN UMS 


The Baptist World Alliance has made available a "token" fund to aid 
victims of the recent attacks on Baptist mission settlements in New Guinea. 
Mr, Joseph Nordenhaug, general secretary of the Alliance, said that although 
the Alliance, a fellowship organization, does not have a reserve fund for 
relief causes "a token amount" has been offeredto Australian missionaries in 
New Guinea in the hope that Baptists from other countries will also make 
contributions. Latest reports indicate thirty villages were burned in the 
attacks. (See EPS No. 38). 
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Archbishop Chrysostomos of Athens and All Greece has been named chair- 
man of the working party to draw up a new constitution for the Church of 
Greece. Named vice-chairmanwas Dr. Hamilcar Alivasatos, professor of 
theology at the University of Athens and a member of the World Council of 
Churches! Central Committee. 


either a ae 


Father Jérome Hamer, 0.P., one of the two official Roman Catholic 
observers to the meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches in Paris in August, has left his post as dean of the Dominican 
House of Le Saulchoir, near Paris, to go to Rome where he will be assistant 
to the Very Rev. Father Aniceto Fernandez, general secretary of the 
Dominican Order. 


Tate eras * 


Delegates to the World Methodist Council meeting in Chicago idelt. (USA), 
approved a proposal for a world-wide emphasis on family life, which will 
include a series of regional meetings in various parts of the world. It is 
proposed this meeting will be climaxed by a world assembly on the topic, 
probably in 1966, 


Tania Bude gin Seales 


A 47-page booklet on "Human Reproduction", based on a three-year study 
and considered one of the most forward looking reports on the subject ever 
compiled by a church group,was issued in London last week in connection with 
a meeting of the British Council of Churches. The report based on three 
years! work by a 12-man Council committee is a study of "some emergent 
problems and questions in the light of the Christian faith".. Topics 
include articificial insemination, contraception, sub-fertility, and 
sterilization. EPS, Geneva 
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CONGO BAPTIST CHURCHES OBSERVE 
DAY OF PRAYER FOR ANGOLAN REFUGEES 


(London) - Baptist churches in the Republic of the Congo observed a Day of 
Prayer for Angolan refugees on Sunday, November 4. Some 10,000 of the esti- 
mated 200,000 Angolan refugees in the Lower Congo are Baptists, according 
to a report from the Rev. David Grenfell, Angola field secretary of the 
Baptist Missionary Society, released by Society headquarters here. 


The flight of refugees has continued for more than a year, reports 
Mr. Grenfell. "Only a small number of those who start the journey arrive", 
he said. "It is impossible to estimate the number who have been killed or 
have died." He reported one group in which 190 were killed by Portuguese 
soldiers. Another group, numbering 250, was ambushed and scattered by 
soldiers. Only two, both with bullet wounds, succeeded in crossing the 
frontier. 


"Most refugees are hungry", says Mr. Grenfell, "but it is the new 
arrivals who are causing us so much concern just now. They come across the 
frontier with nothing but the clothes they are wearing," 


The Day of Prayer was recommended to the churches by the Central 
Council of Congolese Baptist Churches. The letter Calling for the obser- 
vance described the suffering of refugees and added, "Pray also for those 
left in Angola who are unable to escape to the safety of Congo. . .that deep 
wrongs may be righted and that happiness will come to these suffering 
people of Angola.'"! . EPS, Geneva 
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500 YOUTH FROM FORTY COUNTRIES 
TO ATTEND ALL-AFRICAN CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY 


(Nairobi) ~ The first major continent-wide meeting of African Christian youtl 
will be held here December 28, 1962 - January 7, 1963. 


Some 500 youth and student delegates from 40 African countries are 
slated to take part in the event - the All-Africa Christian Youth Assembly. 
Another 50 fraternal delegates from more than 30 countries of Asia, Hurope, 
and North and South America will also take part. 


Theme of the Assembly will be "Freedom Under the Cross", with the sub- 
theme "Youth and Student Participation in the Life and Mission of the Church 
in Africa Today". 3 


During the week the youth will hear addresses and panel discussion by 
a number of prominent African and foreign Christian leaders, and:take part 
in Bible study courses and in working parties on 4 variety of topics. 


The Assembly will be’ sponsored in cooperation with the All-Africa Chur 
Sonferenoe by ° the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches, the 
World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Association, the 
World Student Christian Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, and the 
World YWCA. Sessionswill be held at Royal College, Nairobi. © 


Keynote address on the opening day will be delivered by the Rev. John 
Karefa Smart, former foreign minister of Sierra Leone, and one of the three 
Assembly presidents. Other major addresses are scheduled by Dr. W.A. Visser 
'+ Hooft, World Council of Churches! general secretary; Mr. Tom M!Boya, a 
leading Kenya political-figure; the Rev- Jean Kotto,..secretary.general..of 
the Evangelical Church of the Cameroun; the Rev. James Lawson, associate 
general secretary of the All-Africa Church Conference; Mr. John Mitchell, 
secretary of the Ministry of Education of Liberia; and Mr. Bola “Ige, 2 leac 
of the opposition party in Nigeria. ae naa 

Other highlights of the event-filled week will include: 


- An original drama.on the African revolution written especially for 
the Assembly. 5 _. A musical concert, and 
two other dramas, including a nativity play at the Anglican Cathedral, also 
are scheduled. 


- A special exhibit. of historic and contemporary African art arranged 
especially for the Assembly. . o 


- A reception for Assembly delegates by the mayor and other city 
officials at Nairobi's City Hall. yeas 


The panel discussions will deal with a variety of subjects including 
the work of world Christian youth organizations in Africa, Pan-Africanism 
and international relations, indigenization of forms and patterns of wor- 
BN DD. | bate All-Africa Church Conference, and "A Christian Style of Living". 


Subjects of the twenty working parties, each of which will have about 
25 members and will meet simultaneously, will range from "the role of the 
intelligentsia" and "Christian mission in the university" to “race relation 
and "Christian youth in politics". re i 
Worship and Bible study will be a central part of the Assembly, and 
worship services will be held each morning preceding Bible studies. Bible 
study leaders will be Father’. Paul Verghese, a Syrian Orthodox priest who 
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is associate general secretary of the World Council of Churches, and the Rev. 
Paul Fueter, former general secretary of the Kenya Christian Council. Also 
planned is an open communion service at the Anglican Cathedral. In accord- 
ance with the plan approved by Kenya church leaders, ministers from other 
churches will also assist at this service, 


African youth in all parts of the continent are preparing for the 
Assembly by studying a special series of Bible Studies on the Assembly 
theme, and several other books. 


Assembly organizing Secretary is the Rev. Adeoula Adegbola, former 
principal of the Laymen's Institute, Shagamo, Nigeria. 


Following the Assembly several of the Sponsoring bodies are planning 
special mectings of their groups. 


(Applications for press accreditation to the Assembly should be 
addressed to: M. Philippe Maury, Director, Department of Information, World 
Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland.) EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES! BUILDING PROGRAMMES 
QUESTIONED BY AUSTRALIAN LEADER 


(Perth) ~ The Rt. Rev. Keith Dowding, moderator of the Presbyterian Church 
in Western Australia, has told a meeting here that Australian churches. cannot 
justify their huge building programmes while the Indonesian churches are 
working in poverty. 


Dr. Dowding, who was a member of a group of Australian Council of 
Churches! leaders who recently toured Indonesia, advised Australians that. 
the money invested in new buildings and equipment could be much better spent 
in helping relieve poverty and in evangelism programmes in Indonesia. 


He particularly appealed to Australian churches for money to pay the 
salaries of medical doctors and for scholarships to train Indonesian leaders. 


The Western Australian Council of Churches has called a special meeting 
to consider. his report. | EPS, Geneva 


CEYLON REJECTS COLLEGE PLAN 
FAVOURING BUDDHIST STUDENTS 


(Colombo) - A recommendation that would have allocated 74 per cent of admis- 
sions to Ceylon University to Buddhist students was rejected here by a com- 
mittee appointed by the government!s Minister of Education. 


. The recommendations to institute a quota system based on the religious 
affiliation of the applicants had come from the National University Commis~_ 
sion, ‘With the bulk of the admissions allocated going to Buddhists who are 
members of the state religion, Hindus would have received only 10 per cent, 
Roman Catholics 7, Moslems 7, and Protestants 2. 


Non-Buddhist groups immediately protested against this plan and called 
it discriminatory. Observers saw it as part of the continuing campaign : 
against non-Buddhist religions which has resulted in the ousting of all 
“Catholic nuns from government-operated hospitals and the nationalization of 
almost.all Catholic, Protestant, and Hindu schools, | EPS, Geneva 
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EPISCOPAL BISHOPS ASK END TO SEGREGATION: 
URGE PRAYERS FOR SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL 


E reaneek S.C.) - The House of Bishops of the Protestant Bpiscopal Church 
USA) concluded its annual meeting here by issuing statements calling for 
an end to racial segregation and urging prayers for the Second Vatican 
Council. ; 


“Tt also approved a statement categorically condemning "total war" and 
calling for reconsideration of the doctrine of massive retaliation. 


The statements, issued in lieu of a pastoral letter, usually issued 
at the close of a House of Bishops meeting, are intended as a guide to the 
nation's 43,500,000 Episcopalians. 


In the statement on race the bishops said that the church "should lead 
and not lag behind the secular state" in breaking down patterns of 
segregation. 


It quoted a statement of the Lambeth Conference, composed of all «the 
bishops of the Anglican communion, which declared thatn"any form of segrega- 
tion or separation solely on the basis of race is contrary to the Divine 
Waals, 


Concerning Christian unity, the bishops said there are."profound dif- 
ferences" between Anglican and Roman Catholics, but that these "should be — 
the substance of our common and obedient study, not the occasion of suspic- 
ion and distrust". 


They also recognized "with deep thanksgiving. . .the far clearer path 
leading to unity with our brothers in the Orthodox churches. . 


"Although often ignorant of each other in the past, God has led us to 
discover how deeply and richly we share a common tradition in all essential 
matters of faith and order", they said. 


The statement on world peace recognizes that allout nuclear warfare 
cannot serve any purpose, but also stated that "a strong military posture 
does serve as a deterrent to an aggressor nation intent upon military con- 
flict". It said that in the event of attack "limited war" in retaliation is 
necessary, but that as dictated by the Christian conscience, "we must set 
clearly defined objectives and cease to wage war when they are achieved". 


The statement was writtcn by a committee of 24 headed by the Rev. 
William G. Pollard, an Episcopal priest who also is director of the Insti- 
tute of Nuclear Studies at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 


In an earlier session the bishops elected a Negro and a Filipino to. 
be bishops of two of its missionary districts. They named the Rev. D.E. 
Mills, Baltimore, Md., to serve the newly expanded missionary district of 
the Virgin Islands, and the Rev. E.G. Longid, to be second suffragan bishop 
of the Philippines Missionary District. EPS, Geneva 


EVANGELICAL UNITED BRETHREN CHURCH 
SUPPORTS PLAN FOR UNION WITH METHODISTS 


(Grand Rapids) - The Evangelical United Brethren Church's quadrennial Central 
Conference meeting here has voted overwhelmingly - 310 to 94 - to authorize 
preparation of a plan of union with The Methodist Church. 
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A resolution approved the "go-ahead of the plan" and asked for an 
increased "coordinated programme of inter-church fellowship". It also urged 
clergy and laity of the two churches to "become better acquainted" and to 
"learn to work together for Christ and the church". 


The plan will be worked out by the two churches! Commission on Church 
Union which has been conducting conversations for seven years. It will have 
to be approved by the General Conferences of both bodies and then by their 
annual conferences. 


The Methodist Church has a membership of more than 10,000,000. The 
EUB Church has about 800,000. HPS, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICAN CONGREGATIONAL UNION 
ENDORSES UNITED CHURCH PLAN 


(Capetown) - A plan to unite all this country's Congregational churches has 
been approved in principle here by the assembly of the Congregational Union 
of South Africa, 


The new United Congregational Church in South Africa would be made up 
of the present Congregational Union and the churches under the auspices of 
the London Missionary Society (Congregational) and the former American Board 
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (Congregational) now a part of the 
United Church of Christ's Board for World Ministries (USA). 


There would be 1,602 congregations and 184,000 members in the new 
church. 


The Congregational Union appointed a three-member committee to work 
out the property, financial, and fund-distributing details of the merger. 


In another action, the Union also decided to make a grant of $28,000 
towards the establishment of the New United Theological College which is now 
under construction at Alice, in the eastern section of South Africa's Cape 
Province. The college will be the largest theological school in South 
Africa, and will train Coloured and African ministers for Congregational, 
Anglican, Methodist, and Presbyterian churches. EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN, SOUTHER’ BAPTIST MERGER 
STUDIED BY UNOFFICIAL COMMITTEE 


(Washington, RS - A group of Baptist leaders has announced establishment 
here of an unofficial but permanent national committee to study means of 
bringing about an eventual merger of the American Baptist Convention and the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 


In a two-day conference marked by vigorous self-criticism of Baptist 
churches and their relationships with one another, the 76 ministers, laymen, 
and laywomen attending the meeting voted unanimously to establish a contin- 
uing body to be known as the Baptist Survey and Study Committee. 


It was disclosed that three private informal meetings on the merger 
had already been held this year before the public conference. 


Of the 76 leaders who attended the conference, 25 were from American 
Baptist churches, 38 from Southern Baptist churches, and 13 from dually- 
aligned District of Columbia churches. Ten state Baptist conventions were 
represented. 7 EPS, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PRESBYTERIANS 
- DENOUNCE "SABOTAGE ACT 


(Capetown) - The Presbyterian Church of South Africa has approved a state- 
ment at its General Assembly here denouncing this country's General Laws. 
Amendment Act which gives the government extraordinary powers to handle 
"emergency" situations. ! | 


Also known as the Sabotage Act, the legislation has been attacked in 
South African church circles as strengthening the government's racial segre- 
gation policies. 


The Presbyterian statement said the act -was:‘in contradiction to demo- 
cratic principles since 1% removes the protection afforded to individuals 
py processes of law. It also said it tended to stifle legitimate criticism 
of the government and defined sabotage so vaguely that it hampers efforts 
for changes which many people consider advisable. - 


It added that the church "rejects the assumption of omniscience by 
fallible man", and that the "Scriptures warn power corrupts". HPS, Géneva 


JESUIT SEES ROME!S "IDOLOTRY OF UNITY" 
AS MAJOR OBSTACLE IN REUNION WITH ORTHODOX 


(Rome ) - A prominent Jesuit said here that the major obstacle to the reunion 
of the Eastern Orthodox churches with the Roman Catholic Church is, the fact 
that the Roman Catholic Church has made an "idol of unity". 


Father Wilhelm de Vries, professor at the Gregorian University here, 
told a press conference that this "ideal" or "idol! of unity as it has 
developed is no longer compatible with true catholicity because it admits 
only one rite and one language. He said that the Roman Catholic Church tol- 
erated the use of their own languages, rites, and canon laws by the Uniat 
churches only because it could not abolish this tradition. 


“Another serious obstacle for the Bastern churches to. reunion with 
Rome, he said, is-the Catholic Church's centralism. He said reunion is 
possible only if Rome decentralizes. and allows relative independence and 
autonomy to its churches. He quoted a remark of Pope Pius IX in 1862 that: 
"Variety in the form of the rites is in no way contrary to the unity of the 
Church". ; 


Father de Vries added that the Uniat churches cannot make a real con- 
tribution towards the reunion with Eastern Orthodoxy unless they continue to 
preserve their Bastern tradition,. despite their absolute catholicity, and 
continue to have relative autonomy. EPS, Geneva 


wee DELEGATION 


' VISITING RUMANIA 


(Geneva) -A four-member. World Council of Churches delegation left here 
yesterday (Thursday, November 8) for a week!s visit in Rumania. . 

The visit, originally scheduled October 25-November 2, was postponed 
pecause of the Cuba crisis. (See EPS No. 38). 
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Members of the group are: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman 
of the Central Committee; Archbishop Iakovos, New York, a WCC president; 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; and Bishop Emilianos, repre- 
sentative of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople to World Council 
headquarters. 


The visit is being made at the invitation of Patriarch Justinian of 
the Rumanian Orthodox Church. While in Rumania the group also expects to 
confer with leaders of other churches. EPS, Geneva 


' GREEK GOVERNMENT BILL WOULD 
RAISE ORTHODOX PRIESTS! PAY 


(Athens) - A bill calling for salary increases of more than 50 per cent for 
Greek clergy was submitted to the Greek Parliament here. The bill was en- 

dorsed by the government and observers here forecast speedy passage. (See 

EPS No. 40). 


It was considered that the pay increases would alleviate somewhat - 
but not entirely - the financial problems facing the church's ill-paid 
Clergy. Recently, some 15 priests dramatized their plight by applying for 
permission to emigrate to West Germany where they could secure industrial 


_ jobs. 


The measure will affect 8,014 Greek Orthodox priests serving in 7,500 
churches. The new pay rates are geared to educational schedules, ranging 
from priests with doctorates in theology to those having only primary school 
training. 


The categories and the proposed pay scales (converted here to US 
dollars) follow: Class 1 - $81 per month; Class 2 = $65; Class 3 - $54; 
and Class 4 - $42. Current salaries for priests serving in parishes range 
_from $50 per week for university graduates to about $25 per month for gradu- 
ates of primary schools. EPS, Geneva 


CABLE ASSURES INDIAN LEADERS 
OF CONCERN AND PRAYERS 


(New York) - Dr. 0, Frederick Nolde, director of the World Council of Churches 


Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, has cabled Indian 
Christian leaders assuring then of concern and prayers in India's frontier 
war against the Chinese. 


The cable said: "My colleagues join me in expression of concern about 
the Chinese border aggression and -in assurance of prayers that justice may 
prevail and peace be restored". EPS, Geneva 


JOHANNESBURG SYNOD CONDEMNS APARTH OD: 
DEFENDS RIGHT OF CHURCHES TO SPEAK 


(Johannesburg) - The intention of the Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg to 
keep out of local. politics" has, in effect, been critized by his own 
diocesan synod. (See EPS No. 40). , 


Motions condemning racial separation and maintaining the churches! 
right to speak out against injustice were approved by the synod at its meet- 
ing here. mae 
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Moving the main resolutions, the Rev. F.H. Brabant declared: "The 
minister can punish us, but he can't prevent-us thinking, praying, or saying 
what we like". ie8 ei 


In a charge to the synod delivered in his cathedral, the Bishop, the 
Rt. Rev. Leslie Stradling, said that his conception of a bishop's duties 
differed from those of his predecessor, Dr. Reeves, in whose footsteps he 
would not follow, . . 


"T do not say this because church policy prevents me from speaking, but 
many friends have already advised me to keep out of politics. I admire 


Bishop Reeves very much, but it seems right to me to pursue a middle course." 


Though he was unhappy about the South African's government's racial 
policies, said the bishop, it was too late to change them. "The laws of the 
land enforce apartheid. In that sense we must all accept it, but not in the 
gense of giving it one iota of moral support." iy EPS, Geneva 


BIBLE SOCIETY LEADERS URGE 
MORE EFFECTIVE SCRIPTURE DISTRIBUTION © 


(Stuttgart ) ~ Delegates from Bible societies in 16 countries agreed here ‘ 
that current Bible distribution programmes are "barely scratching the surface! 
in most areas, despite the fact that production facilities are now gcnerally 
considered to be adequate. 


Emphasizing that the Bible is less a commodity to be sold than a book 
to be introduced, they urged the churches to provide ‘training for their 
members who could give part-time assistance in Scripture distribution and 
evangelism. 


‘Dr. A.E. Inbanathan, general secretary of the Bible Society of India 
and Ceylon, told the meeting, which was sponsored by the United Bible Soc- 
ieties, that at the current rate of distribution in India and Ceylon it would 
take a hundred years before the total population could be supplied. He told 
delegates his aim is to double distribution figures annually. 


Speaking of the programme in Africa, Mr. Norman Hunter, distribution 
secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society, urged special campaigns 
but emphasized that in Africa the Bible must be distributed by Africans to 
answer the charge that it is "a white man's book". 


The meeting, which was held in connection with the 150th anniversary. 
of the Wirttembergische Bibelanstalt (the Wirttemberg Bible Society), fea- 
_ tured a special exhibition of ancient and modern Bibles in the foyer of the 
“Stuttgart City Hall. ‘Delegates were present from Bible societies in Austra- 
lasia, Asia, Europe, North America, and South America. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Metropolitan Sergius, 54-year-old former Archbishop of Perm and Volik- 
amsk in the USSR, has arrived in East Berlin to take over his new post as 
Exarch of the Moscow Patriarchate for Berlin and Central Europe, He succeeds 
Archbishop John (Wendland), who is now the Moscow Patriarchate's Exarch in 
the United States, with the title of Archbishop of the Aleutian Islands and 
North America. The church he heads is the Russian Orthodox Catholic Church, 
commonly referred to as the "Patriarchal Church" to distinguish it from the 
Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church of America which does not recognize 
the Moscow Patriarchate. 
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Leaders of 15 church bodies representing more than 80 per cent of the 
State of Minnesota's (USA ) Protestant and Eastern Orthodox membership have 
organized a new state-wide Church Planning Commission, Through the commis-: » 
Sion the representatives of the churches will share plans for church exten- 
Sion, withdrawal or relocation of churches, carry out research together, 
exchange information, and make long-range plans... 


* cS ee, 


A 25-man delegation of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) is 
making a semi-official 10-day visit to Israel. Heading the group is Dean 
Heinrich Grueber of West Berlin, a German churchman who became internation- 
ally known for his efforts to aid Jews during the Nazi persecution. The EKD 

. Churchmen are slated to meet with religious and political leaders in Israel 
during their stay. It was reported that the question of establishing diplo- 
matic relations between West Germany and Israel might be discussed. 


* * *& 


The Southern Baptist General Convention of Texas (USA) has approved 
plans for an evangelism crusade in Latin America next year. At its annual 
meeting in Fort Worth it also outlined a similar campaign to reach the 
estimated 2,500,000 Latin Americans living in Texas, of whom an estimated 
60,000 are Protestants. ii 7 


Ue he * 


The. Hungarian government has approved state subsidies for churches in 
1963 amounting to $18,400,000, the Budapest Radio. has reported, It said 
the grants would be distributed chiefly to the Roman Catholic, Reformed, 
and Lutheran churches and to the Jewish congregations. The station recalled 
that under a Church-State agreement, the government undertook several years 
ago to extend regular annual monetary help to the churches, the stipulation 
being that after a number of years the sums paid would be gradually decreas- 
ed and finally eliminated. However, it said, the state decided two years 
ago to continue the financial aid "although no longer under any obligation 
Boeto aol. 


* * * 


The Rev. C. Lakshman Wickremasinghe, 35, has been named Bishop-desig- 
nate of the Kurunagala diocese of the Church of India, Pakistan, and Ceylon 
(Anglican), succeeding the Rt. Rev. Lakdasa De Mel,.now Bishop of Calcutta, 
Bishop-designate Wickremasinghe was educated at the. Royal College, Colombo, 
and the University of Ceylon, and at Keble College, Oxford, :and Ely. Theologi- 
Cal College, England. In his student days in Ceylon he was president of 
the Student Christian Movement and general Secretary of the Church of Ceylon’ 
(Anglican) Youth Movement. For the past four years he has been National 
Christian Council resident chaplain at the Peradeniya campus of the Univer- 
sity of Ceylon, a 


* * * 


In 1961 Protestants and Eastern Orthodox of 46 US churches gave a record total 
of $2,708,722,264 to their churches, the National Council of Churches! Dep- 
qrtment of Stewardship and Benevolence reported here. The total represented 
a& gain of some $175,600,000 over contributions reported in 1960 by 47 denomi- 
nations. For 43 of the 46 bodies whose figures can be compared to the 

‘previous year, the 1961 totals constituted an increase of .:4.8 per cent. In 
the same 43 church groups, per capita giving was up 4.8 per cent from $66.76 
to $69.89. 


& 
: 
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The Bast Asia Christian Conference will hold its working committee 
meeting at Kings College, Brisbane, Australia, November 19-22. Chairing the 
meeting will be Bishop E.C. Sobrepena of the Philippines. It will be the 
first executive meeting in the EACC since the Enlarged Continuation Committee 
met at Bangalore in November 1961, and the decisions of the Bangalore meet- 
ing and actions taken on the basis of those decisions will be reviewed. 

It will also be the first meeting of any EACC body to be held in Australasia 
and several Australians and New Zealanders have been invited as observers. 


* % * 


The Church of Scotland, Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Methodist, 
Congregational and Baptist churches, the Free Church, United Free Church, 
the Salvation Army, Society of Friends and Scottish Mothers' Union are spon- 
soring a "Christian Family Year" campaign. The idea for the campaign came 
from the Anglican Mothers' Union and the object is to strengthen and pre-~ 
serve through practical help, advice, companionship, and Christian influence, 
sound happy family life. 


* * * 


The first issue of The Ecumenist, a new "journal for promoting Chris- 
tian unity" has been published by the Paulist Press in collaboration with 
the Centre for Ecumenical Studies, St. Michael's College, the University of 
Toronto. An introductory editorial says that the new publishing venture was 
prompted by the fact that while there are several Protestant journals deal- 
ing with ecumenical matters, their principal concern is the dialogue among 
the churches of the Reformation. "The growing interest in the ecumenical 
movement in North America. . .requires the publication of a journal on the 
Catholic-Protestant dialogue", it said. The first issue includes an article 
on the Second Vatican Council and the World Council of Churches, another 
dealing with the significance of the visits paid by various Protestant lead- 
ers to the Pope, four pages of ecumenical news, two pages of documents, and 
book reviews. 


* * * 


A new US Lutheran denomination to be made up of Lutheran Free Church 
(LFC ) congregations opposed to the LFC merger with the American Lutheran 
“Church (ALC) has been organized at a meeting in Minnesota. The name of the 
new body is "The Lutheran Free Church (not merged)". A spokesman said it is 
“not known how many congregations will join the now conference. Twenty-three 
‘pastors, including 19 from the LFC, have signed a statement saying they were 
in sympathy with the conference's purposes. Attending the meeting were 278 
persons from 76 congregations in seven states and Canada. 


* * * 


President Adolf Wischmann, director of the Foreign Church Relations 
Department of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), has sent birthday ’ 
greetings to Patriarch Alexius, head of the Russian Orthodox Church. The 
Patriarch marked his 85th birthday on November 9. The message said: ‘We . 
are convinced that the contacts inaugurated by you between Christians in the 
“Fast and West will prove epoch-making in the history of the ‘Church ofr our 


Lord Jesus Christ and‘will open a new page in the history of our peoples". 
x * * 
Lectures‘on Christian unity were held in Bangalore, India, under joint 


Roman Catholic-Protestant auspices. Sponsors were the Legion of Mary and 
the Christian Council. os ; 


“—- 
ae? 
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Swedish Baptist young people are Seeking to raise the equivalent of 
$20,000 to send a couple for youth work in the Congo and to bring a Congolese 
to Sweden for training in youth leadership. Mr. and Mrs. Ake Granath have 
been chosen for the work in the Congo. They are to spend six months in lang- 
uage and other studies in Belgium during 1963, and then proceed to Africa, 
The Congolese who is chosen for training is to come to Sweden for two years! 
study, according to plans, and then return home to serve as ‘youth leader in 
the work begun by Mr. and Mrs. Granath, The youth organization of the 
Swedish Baptist Union has a membership of 16,000. 


* * * 


Thirty Negro high school students from Prince Edward Country, Va., 
USA, - where there has been no public education since 1959 to avoid integra- 
tion - have been placed in schools of six states by the American Friends! 
Service Committee which has headquarters in Philadelphia, Pa. The emergency 
school placement service was started in 1960 by the Quaker agency. This 
year's students are attending schools in Kentucky, Massachusetts, Iowa, Ohio, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. 


Tatas Nr nrg 


A An estimated seven hundred million adults, or two-fifths of the 
world's adult population, are illiterate and the figures are rising by 20 
to 25 million a year, according to M. Maheu, acting secretary general of 
UNESCO. He told an opening session of a preparatory commission of experts 
meeting in Paris for the UN campaign on world literacy that "the collectivity 
of nations possesses the material, technical, and institutional means within 
one generation, if not totally to eliminate illiteracy, at least reduce it 
to sufficiently feeble proportions. . . The question is to know if we really 
Want it", 

¥ * 


A new campaign to interest church laymen working or travelling over- 
seas in the churches! mission work has been approved by the United Church 
Board of World Ministries (USA), meeting in Elmhurst, Ill. Dr. Alford 
Carleton, Board executive vice-president, said the action means that the 
Board's responsibility is expanded "beyond the traditional sending of miss- 
ionaries or service representatives to include a relationship with a lot of 
people in the church already living overseas". He said this would include 
armed forces personnel, travellers, and workers. In addition the church 
will seek to contact foreigners in the United States. 


Tae) agen * 


Three Roman Catholic mission priests have been arrested in the Sudan 
- two for baptizing converts illegally and one on open charges. The arrests 
are viewed as further evidence of anti-Christian discrimination in the 
country, New laws recently enacted by the Sudan government make it illegal 
for persons to be baptized without receiving permission of the. police and 
village chiefs. (See EPS No. 35). 


* * * 


Reports on the Third Assembly of the World Council of Churches - held 
late in 1961 in New Delhi - have now appeared in Swedish and Danish. Both 
publications include translations of the more important assembly documents. 

EPS, Geneva 
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WORLD COUNCIL STATEMENT ASKS WITHDRAWAL 
OF CHINESE FORCES, "PROMPT NEGOTIATION" 


(Geneva) - Officials of the World Council of Churches! agency for inter- 
national affairs have called for "the withdrawal of Chinese forces to their 
position prior to the recent intensified military action and prompt initia- 
tion of negotiations or acosptance of impartial arbitration for peaceful 
settlement" in the Indian-Chinese border war. 


The statement urged world public opinion and governments to back these 
measures "in order that justice may be served and enlarged conflict avoided", 


It declared: "The pursuit of territorial claims by aggressive military 
action rather than by methods of peaceful settlement must be condemned". 


The statement was signed by Sir Kenneth Grubb, London, chairman, and Dr. 
QO. Frederick Nolde, New York, director nf the World Council's Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs. 


At the same time World Council officers released here the contents of a 
cable sent to Indian Christian leaders assuring them "of their profound 
sympathy" and expressing "the hope that just and peaceful settlement may be 
reached", 


The cable was sent to Dr. David Moses, one of the WCC's presidents, and 
to Mr. Korula Jacob, general secretary of the National Council of Churches 
of India. . 
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It was signed by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, chairman of the Wwec's 
Central Committee; Dr. Ernest Payne, London, Committee vice-chairman; 
and Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, Geneva, WCC general secretary. 


(See complete text of statements appended. ) EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX SYNOD OPPOSES 
STATE FINANCE PLAN 


(Athens) - The Holy Synod of the Chureh of Greese has rejected a government 
draft bill for the setting up of a speoial body to administer the properties 
and finances of the church. 


The bill, which had proposed the absorption of two existing church 
agencies into a new body, also called for pay increases for parish priests. 
(See EPS No. 41). 


Under the bill the two organizations which would be merged are Church 
Property (ODEP) and Clergy Security (TAKE). The government proposed that the 
new body be headed by a five-member committee made up of Archbishop 
Chrysostomos; a prelate appointed by the Holy Synod; the head of a bank; 
and two government representatives - the director general of cults and the 
director of the state's bookkeeping offices. 


The Greek Orthodox Archbishopris of Athens, in a formal statement 
explaining its rejection of the bill, said the proposed body would "be alto- 
gether disadvantageous for the church and especially for the priests". It 
said the Holy Synod'!s decision had been reported to the government, and that 
the church expected the state to continue payment of priests! salaries and 
to increase them "as long as our pious Greek nation is basing its existence 
on. .our Holy. Greek Orthodox. Churoh". ... 2... . 


A spokesman for the government, the Under Secretary of Finance, Mr. D. 
Alibrantis, has explained that the government!s intention was, after consulta~ 
tion with church authorities, to introduce measures which would place the 
churvh's finances on a sound basis, and at the same time solve. the problem 
of salaries for parish clergy. He said that if the church did not like the 
plan it should offer proposals of its own, rather than rejecting the govern- | 
ment's proposal out of hand, - . ‘i EPS, Geneva 


BUB RELAXES PROHIBITIONS ON. 
REMARRIAGE OF DIVORCED PERSONS. 


(Grand Rapids, Mich.) - A relaxation of prohibitions on the remarriage of 
divorced persons was approved here by the General Conference of the Evangel- 
ical United Brethren Church (HUB). 


The recommendation for more liberal rules was defeated at first, but 
was reintroduced and adopted by a vote of 293 to 117 after more than an hour 
of heated debate. . 


Previously, BUB ministers had been forbidden to officiate at the remar- 
_ riage of divorced persons unless these persons were the innocent parties of 
divorces which had been granted on the grounds of adultery. aN 


The new ruling allows the marriage of. divorced persons by HUB minister 
when they have "ascertained the circumstances through counsel with those 
persons involved and after they are satisfied the divorced persons have 
sought for and received forgiveness and are seeking a genuine Christian rel 
tionship, not only in marriage but with God". EPS, Geneva 
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DEPORTED ANGLICAN PRELATE 
RETURNS TO GHANA 


(London) - The Bishop of Accra, the Rt. Rev. Richard Roseveare, who was 
expelled from Ghana in August, has been allowed to return to his diocese. 
(See EPS No. 36). ! 


The Bishop, who was expelled after he criticized the Young Pioneers, 
Ghana's national youth organization, flew back to Accra on Wednesday, 14 
November. ‘ 


He had announced the preceding Sunday that as a result of correspon- 
dence with President Nkrumah permission for his return had ‘been granted on 
the authority of the Minister of the Interior, Mr. Kwako Boateng. 


.. The permit was for the normal two-year residential period with no 
Special conditions either suggested or imposed, 


"It is not my business to know what has prompted Dr. Nkrumah'!s decision, 
but I am extremely grateful for it and overjoyed to be returning to Ghana", 
Bishop Roseveare commented. "My desire, now as always, is to serve the Church 
and the Republic faithfully, happily, and honestly, so long as it seems 
right for me to continue as Bishop of Accra." 


The Bishop, who was attacked by the pro-gcvernment press of Ghana Lor 
his criticism of the Young Pioneers, added that Ghana was determined to play 
its part in the total emancipation of Africans everywhere, and to take its 
place among the most advanced and progressive nations of.the world. 


"I myself am in complete Sympathy with these aspirations, and I believe 
that the church has a very considerable contribution to make to their 
fulfilment." EPS, Geneva 


MEXICO'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
APPROVES MISSION PLAN . 


(Villahermosa, Mexico) - "A plan of cooperation" for Protestant missionary 
work in Mexico was approved here by the General Assembly of the National 
Presbyterian Church of Mexico, one of the five groups involved. 

The other four, all of which already have given their approval, are US 
bodies: United Presbyterian Church in the USA; Presbyterian Church in the 
US (Southern); Reformed Church in America; ‘and the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
an interdenominational group with headquarters in Keswick Grove, N.J. 


Under the plan a Cooperative Committee will be set up with powers dele- 
gated by the Mexican Church's General Assembly. Members will include 14 
representatives from the National Presbyterian Church and seven missionary 
representatives named by the other four cooperating bodies. These will 
include three Southern Presbyterians, two United Presbyterians, and one each 
from the Reformed Church and the Pioneer Mission Agency. 


Functions of the committee will include the approval of programmes, 
personnel, and budgets for missionary work in Mexico and the launching of 
new missionary outreach in the country. | 


hs Present missions of the groups involved in the plan will continue as 
"housekeeping" organizations, with responsibility for missionary salaries, 
personal equipment and furloughs. EPS, Geneva 
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EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION 
PLANNED BY CHURCHES FOR JUNE 1963 


(Geneva) -.A conference designed to bring the needs of migrant workers before 
the churches in Western Europe is being called by the World Council of 
Churches. It will take place June 13-16, 1963, and will probably meet in one 
of the industrial areas of West Germany where some 700,000 migrant workers 
are now employed. . 


This was the decision taken by the 15-member Preparatory Commission 
which met here recently under the chairmanship of Professor André Philip, 
professor of Political Science in the University of Paris and a former 


member of the French Cabinet, 


The. Commission includes representatives of churches in Greece, Italy, 
Spain, Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Switzerland, and 
of the European Economic Community, the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, the Lutheran World Federation, the World Alliance of YMCAs, 


and the World. YWCA. 


Invitations to the forthcoming Buropean Conference on Migrant Workers 
are being sent to Protestant, Orthodox, and Anglican churches and their 
relevant service agencies throughout Western Huropean countries. Consultants 
will also be invited from the trade unions, employers! organizations, the 
International Labour Office, the European Economic Community, and interested 
‘ voluntary agencies. © oa $6 ded . 


During the conference, the churches will be asked to examine their 
present services to migrants and to see, in the light of their failures and 
successes, whether these need to be changed and whether their congregational 
structure requires amendments to give the laity greater opportunities for 
service to migrants. 


One important issue to be discussed will be how the churches should 
cooperate with governments and industrial organizations in a tripartite 
service to migrant workers. The conference will also discuss. latent fears 
that migration arouses, such as racial and national antagonism, sexual 
problems, and feclings of economic insecurity. The need for an educational — 
campaign to allay these fears will be considered. | 


The conference will also look at the family, social, moral, and psycho- 
‘logical.consequences that movement to another country has for migrants 
themselves. The rights of migrants to job security will be examined, as 
well‘as those concerning adequate housing, civic responsibility, vocational 
training, and social welfare. 


— 


The Preparatory Commission has set up four study groups to prepare 
“papers for the conference and these will be reviewed when the commission 
meets in Athens next May 10-12. EPS, Geneva 


UNPRECEDENTED INTER-CONFESSIONAL MEETING 
IS SPONSORED IN BUENOS AIRES 


(Rio de Janeiro) - Representatives of several Brazilian Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, and Orthodox communities gathered here for an unprecedented inter- 
confessional meeting to discuss points of contact between various Christian 
' confessions. 


Protestants attending the meeting, held in the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the Redeemer, included Methodist, Baptists, and Episcopalians. 
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The Rev. Kurt Kleemann, host to the meeting, pointed out that Christian 
denominations today wish to’ restore the primitive unity of the early 
Christian era. ; 


. "This cannot be done with debates about metaphysical and doctrinal 
problems or political Skill, but through suffering of which the Cross is 
the symbo.", the Episcopalian clergyman said. 


"It is necessary", he added, "for each Christian church to allow some 
outdated traditions to die and change some of their outward forms which are 
no longer in accordance with modern times." 


A Roman Catholic priest, Father .Estevao Bittencourt, OSB, said Christian 
unity should not be conceived of as a movement "against" anything, even 
materialism or communism, but as "unity in the Mystical Body of Christ, as 
a gathering around one table of the Lord, for participation in one Holy 
Supper", EPS, Geneva 


WEEK OF PRAYER FOR UNITY TO BE 
OBSERVED JANUARY 18-25 


(Geneva) - Hundreds of thousands of Christians of all confessions - Protestant, 
Orthodox, ‘and Roman Catholic - in nations around the world will observe the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-25, 1963, 


Using the same prayers and intercessions based on the theme "He is Our 
Peace" they will petition for an end to the divisions which separate them 
and "for the unity for which Christ prayed, unity in truth and love, for the 
sake of our common witness and service", 


Observances of the week are expected to be more widespread this year 
than ever before with distribution of prayer leaflets in dozens of languages 
reaching close to the 2,000,000 nark., 


The observance is sponsored internationally by the Faith and Order 
Commission of the World Council of Churches which issues the prayer leaflets 
used in Protestant and many Orthodox services. . 


The same suggested Bible study passages and prayers are contained in 
the leaflet prepared for Roman Catholic observances by the Association 
Unité Chrétienne in Lyon, France. . 


‘For the first time the World Council also has produced a Biblé study — 
booklet for use in connection with the observance. Titled "He is Our Peace"! 
and available in English, French, and German, it contains eight short studies 
designed mainly for use by groups. . pa: 


Obsérvances of the week were started in 1908 by two Anglican priests, 
one of whom later became a convert to Roman Catholicism. One year later the 
observance was officially approved by Pope Pius xX. 


This observance, which prayed for the return of all non-Catholics to 
Rome, was later modified by the late Abbé Paul ‘Couturier, a Roman Catholic 
priest known as the "apostle of unity" who called for intercession for 
unity "according to Christ's will, in His way, in His time". 


This work started by Abbé Couturier is now being continued by Father 
Pierre Michalon, a Sulpician priest, through the Association Unité Chrétienne. 


| 
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In 1920 the Faith and Order movement, an antecedent of the World Council 
of Churches, first called for a wéék of prayer for unity during Pentecost. 
In 1940 it commended the January observance to coincide with the Roman 
Catholic time of prayer.. Since the formation of the World Council in: 1948 
the. week has been sponsored by its Faith and Order commission. EPS, Geneva 


A copy of the prayer leaflet is enclosed with this issue of EPS. 
on: <6 An.article on the Week of Prayer by Dr. Lukas Vischer, research 
secretary of the World Council of Churches!-Department of Faith and Order and 
WCC observer to the Second Vatican Council, is available on request from WCC 
Information Department, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, or WCC, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York, 27, N.Y., USA.) | | 


SOUTHERN ASIA METHODISTS 

VOTING DOWN UNION PLAN 

(New York) - The tide continues to run heavily against church union in North 
India and Pakistan, according to reports on voting in India's Methodist 
annual conference received by the Methodist Board of Missions here. 


re , The latest results show a total of 285 votes against. the Plan of Union 
for a.,.United Church of North India and Pakistan, and,only 231 for. .These. 
results are tabulated from reports from seven conferences in India and one 
in Pakistan. Thcse conferences in India and one in Pakistan are yet to be 
heard from. ae ie 


The Plan of Union, which was prepared by Methodists, Anglicans, Presby- | 
terians, Baptists, the Disciples of Christ, and Church:of the Brethren, was | 
presented to the quadrennial session of the Southern Asia Central Conference | 
of the Methodist Church in December, 1960, and approved by 146 delegates out 
of 147. Se diate esi ste 

It was then referred to the Methodist conferences in India and 
in ' ‘Pakistan. Of those in India three voted for the plan - South India, 
North India, and Madhya Pradesh - and four voted against it - Agra, Delhi, 
Bengal, and Moradabad. The one Pakistan conference reporting, Indus River 
Conference, also voted against it. (See EPS No, 24). 


Another of the major negotiation denominations, the Anglican Church, 
has also voted overwhelmingly against it. Five dioceses, including the 
influential See of Calcutta, voted.against it and only two favoured it. 


In reporting the results to the Board of Missions on the Methodist 
voting, Henry A. Lacy, the Board's executive secretary for Southern Asia who 
is currently in India, wrote: "People keep telling me that they are not 
voting against church union but against this plan". EPS,: Geneva 


FOUR MINORITY RELIGIOUS GROUPS 
SEEK STATE RECOGNITION IN DENMARK 


(Copenhagen) ~ Four of Denmark's minor religious groups - the Unitarians; 
the Mormons, the Liberal Catholic Church, and Islam Denmark - have made an 
official application to the government for recognition. 


If granted, they would be given the right to carry out religious cere- 
monies in. connexion with the naming of children, and to conduct legally 
valid weddings. In their application they also asked the right to tax 
exemption for contributions made their groups, and the right to teach their 
religious beliefs in the state schools. 
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The granting of state recognition to religious groups is determined by 
certain conditions, including Size, fixed organization, and a permanent 
ministry. Only members of the Lutheran National Church have the legal right 
to teach religion in the state schools, EPS, Geneva 


PASTOR BOEGNER BLECTED 
TO FRENCH ACADEMY 


(Paris) - Pastor Mare Boegner, the leading figure of the French Protestant 
community, has been elected to the French Academy. pe 


Dr. Boegner, 81, was admitted as one of the 40 "immortals" into’ France's 
most select literary body on the basis of his writings composed of a large 
number of books on religious subjects. 


The first Protestant minister to be so honoured, Dr. Boegner was a 
World Council of Churches president from 1948 to 1954, and it was his motion 
which. officially brought the World Council of Churches into existence at its 
Constituting Assembly at Amsterdam in 1948. He has laboured all his life. 
for the cause of Christian unity and is the author of many books on the 

Subject. | 

Until his retirement in 1961 Dr. Boegner was for 31 years head of the 
Protestant Federation of Franee. Earlier he was president of the National 
Council of the Reformed Church of France. Through his long terms of service 
in these two offices he has become the very symbol of French Protestantism. 

EPS, Geneva 


FUNDS TO AID MINISTRY TO 
DISPLACED IN SOUTH AFRICA 


(London) - The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (Anglican) has 
announced it will make available to the Church of the Province of South 
‘Africa an emergency sum of £230,000 ($644,000) to help finance that church's 
ministry to persons being moved into new areas. The grant, in addition to 
its normal budget, is one of the largest sums ever allocated by the Society 
to a single project. 


The Republic of South Africa, by its racial laws, is compelling persons 
_to move. There are huge slum clearance. schemes, and industralization on an 
_. unprecedented scale is further upsetting established communities. A compli- 

cating factor is a steadily increasing birth rate, 


A Society spokesman said that all these factors have led the Church of 
South Africa toundertake urgent steps to prevent the collapse of the work of 
several generations. He noted that already large numbers of Africans and 
Coloureds are migrating to new towns which entirely lack facilities for cor- 
porate worship or for the church's ministry. 


At present, he said, the expenditures faced by the Church ofthe Province 
are beyond its resources. He stressed that Speed is necessary. because in 
many cases sites for churches in the hew towns are made available only if 
building can be undertaken immediately, EPS, Geneva 
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96TH YMCA/YWCA WEEK OF PRAYER 
AND WORLD FELLOWSHIP CELEBRATED 


(Geneva) -~ Under the theme "You Belong Together", YMCAs and YWCAs. in more 
than 70 countries around the world are this week celebrating their 96th 
annual Week of Prayer and World Fellowship. 


Fach day the members of the two movements join for prayer and meditation 
on a different aspect of the theme, using as a guide a special booklet pre- 
pared by the World YWCA and the World Alliance of YMCAs in Geneva and pub- 
lished in over a dozen different languages. .This year the daily meditations 
have been prepared by YMCAs and YWCAs in India, Uruguay, Barbados, Australia, 


Italy, Nigeria, and by the staffs of the two world movements. P 


In their traditional message which serves as an introduction to the 
booklet, the world presidents declare: 


"We can share our conviction that since God has reconciled man to him- 
-gelf through Jesus Christ therefore 'we belong together'. We believe that 
--3f we are faithful we may come to know, for ourselves and for others, God's 
healing power of peace and reconciliation." 


The combined world membership of the YMCA and YWCA is 8,000,000. 
EPS, Geneva 


‘METHODISTS GIVE MORE FREEDOM 
TO LATIN AMERICAN CHURCHES . | 
(New York) - The Board of Missions of The Methodist Church (USA) has adopted | 
policies designed to give more independence and self-direction to Methodist 
churches in Latin America. The Board's actions recognize the increasing 
maturity of younger Methodist churches in Latin America and their desire for 
more autonomy. 


The new policies were adopted in response to recommendations to the 
Board of Missions by Methodists in 10 Latin American countries and in other 
parts of the world. The recommendations came as a result of the Latin 
American Methodist Consultation held last February 24-March 5 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 


: The new policies liberalize relationships between Latin American 
churches and the Board of Missions (representing the Methodist Church in the 
US) and have the net effect of giving more autonomy to the churches in their 
contacts with the Board. The policies cover such matters as finance, missio 
ary personnel, schools,and administrative relationships. EPs, Geneva 


BRIGHTER CLOTHES FOR MISSIONARIES 
URGED BY SOUTH SEA ISLES MISSIONARY 


(Hamburg) - Brighter clothes for Christian missionaries working in the South 
“Sea Islands have been advocated by a Dutch missionary theologian, Dr. Thiesse 
in a press interview during a visit here. are. . 


The black clothes and black gowns worn by many missionaries give South 
Sea Islanders the impression that Christianity is a gloomy religion because 
it is their colour of mourning, he said. Christians should wear bright, 
colourful clothes because "after all Christians are happy people", he added 


No. 42 - 16th November, 1962 Le 


NMS REFUSES TO EVICT 
SOUTH AFRICANS FROM. FARMS 


(Stavanger) =~ The South African government's plans to resettle in "native 
reserves" the black tenants of mission farms is being resisted by the Norweg- 
ian Missionary Society, it was revealed at NMS headquarters here, 


It was stated that the society's representative in South Africa, the 
Rev. Andreas Léken, has informed the authorities that the Norwegian mission 
has no intention of complying with a government order to evict the more than 
3,200 Zulus now living at its Inhlazatsche and Imfule stations. 


The new apartheid move would uproot tens of thousands of African Chris- 
tians. "Other mission societies have nore farms than the NMS", Mr. Léken 
Said. "Quite a: lot-of people are therefore concerned, and the continued 
existence of numerous congregations is at stake." ‘* 


(Many other Protestant missions in South Africa are also reported to 


have refused to cooperate with the government in its resettlement action. ) 


Reason for the action is that the mission farms are situated in areas 
which, according to apartheid plans, are to be exclusively for whites. 


| The farms date back ag much as 100 years, and during the intervening 
decades they have evolved into populous mission stations, cach one centring 
around a church and a school. : 


A South African law passed in 1936 forbade more than five black persons 
to settle in one place in a white area except as salaried employees, In 


-1957-a cautious attempt to.enforce the law with respect to mission properties 


was abandoned after encountering strong missionary resistance. EPS, Geneva 


CARDINAL BEA CALLS PRESENCE OF OBSERVERS 
AND PRAYERS FOR VATICAN COUNCIL A "MIRACLE" 


(Rome ) ~ The presence of non-Roman Catholic observers at the Vatican Council 
and the prayers being offered by other Christian bodies for its success have 
been described as "miraculous. . .the first beginning of unity" by Augustin 
Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, 


Speaking at a press conference Cardinal Bea said however that this 
"encouraging spectacle" suffers from the absence of representation from a 
number of Hastern Orthodox churches. | 


"But we must recognize that great efforts were made to overcome the 
existing obstacles and that when we did not Succeed, we have undertaken 
careful study in order to ensure that our mutual relations in Christ do not 
suffer from this temporary failure." EPS, Geneva 


APPOINTMENT OF PROTESTANT ASKED AS 
WEST IRIAN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 


(Djakarta) - The Indonesian Christian Party.-(Partai Kristen Indonesia) has 


called upon the Indonesian government to appoint a Protestant as head of 
religious affairs in West Irian (Western New Guinea). . 
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Leaders of the Protestant group said the appointment of a Protestant 
would be in keeping with already established. government policies of appoint- 
ing persons of the same religious faith as the majority of the inhabitants 
of an area. The majority of West Irian's Christian: population is Protestant. 

. . EPS, Geneva 


POPE CHANGES WORDING OF MASS 
TO INCLUDE NAME OF ST. JOSEPH 


(Rome) = Pope John XXIII has decreed that the name of St. Jaseph be inserted 
in the canon of the Mass immediately after that of the Virgin Mary. ¥ 


The decree, the first put forward’ by the Pope motu proprio since the 
opening of the Council, is. the first change in the canon of the Mass since 
the seventh century. : 


St. Joseph is the patron saint of the Council. The decision to honour 
hin will go into effect on December 8, the closing date of the first session 
of the Council. . ; 


The change will:take place in the Communicantes, a prayer before the 
consecration, in which the priest says that all those present are in union 
with the Virgin Mary, Mother of God. From now on he will add "and Saint 
Joseph, “her spouse". Dye Cs elas 


The New-York Times commented that the effect of the new decree awit rre 
to give adaed recognition to the Husband of the Virgin and to sanction . 
officially a movement for the increased veneration of St. Joseph". It said | 
that “it is assumed that the name of St. Joseph will eventually be inserted 
in all parts of the Mass wherever the name of the. Virgin Mary appears". 


. Meanwhile the Council. on Tuesday completed discussion of its first 
major draft constitution: eight long chapters on the sacred liturgy.: The’ 
constitution now goes to a.working commission on the liturgy whichswill 
bring it, back to.the Council fathers in revised draft.form for their final- 
vote, WEE Bae ag hee A tae Saleh ‘EPS, Geneva - 


a a 


BRAZIL'S EVANGELICAL CONFEDERATION 
PLANS DRIVE ON ILLITERACY 


(Rio de Janeiro) - The Evangelical Confederation of Brazil plans to launch 

4 nation-wide campaign against illiteracy early next year. Aim of the 
campaign is to open at least one school or course at every Evangelical chure 
building or community house throughout Brazil, and to induce each member of 
an Evangelical community to teach reading and writing to at least one 
illiterate child or adult. ih ee % 


The long-range goal of the campaign ~ which will begin February 10 -. 


is to teach 5,000,000 persons in Brazil to read: and write. EPS, Geneva _ 
IN BRIEF 


The world!s refugee problem will ‘be documented in a long-playing dise 
featuring well known actors and vocalists to be issued in February by the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. It will be produced by the 
Philips firm, the Netherlands, and issued at standard prices. Profits will 
go to the High Commissioner's programme. 
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A colour filmstrip of. the Second Vatican Council ,"An interpretation for 
Protestants, Anglicans, Orthodox, and Roman Catholics", is available from the 
Rev. Bradford Young,: an Episcopal parish priest who has filmed many of the 
major church meetings of the past decade including the WCC's Third Assembly. 
For information write Mr. Young at: 136 Lowell Street, Manchester, New 
Hampshire, USA. BL LINC AOE =e " 


* % * 


The Rt. Rev. Philip Nigel Warrington Strong, Bishop of New Guinea since 
1936, -has been named Archbishop of Brisbane and Metropolitan of the Province 
of Queensland of the Church of England in Australia and Tasmania. For. the 
past 26 years he has been a leading figure in the movenent-to aid the. pro- 
gress of the Papuan peoples of New Guinea. He served on the Legislative 
Council of the Territory for a number of years and as a missionary leader 
was in charge of several hundred schools and a number of hospitals. During 
the war he served as senior chaplain of the Australian Forces in New Guinea. 


a SH eae rs 


A £200,000 ($ 560,000 ) "Trist+ Fund for Christian Writers" is the, goal 
of the United Society for Christian Literature in Britain. A recent-announce- 
ment explained that proceeds from such a fund would make possible the train- 
ing of twenty students from various countries each year. . 


* Tau Wh eas 


_A-church membership’ increase ‘of 83% during the past year was reported 
at the 28th annual meeting of the Portuguese Baptist Convention in Lisbon, 
Total mission giving increased by 70 per cent over the previous year, and 
advance was reported in other departments of work as well. Sixty-six. 
"messengers" attended the convention, with all but one of 23 member churches 
represented. General theme was "Arise and Walk". The convention elected 
Dr. Joao Antonio Marques, pastor of Lisbon's second Baptist Church, as presi- 
dent for the coming year. . 


a * * 


A three-week mission in Korea brought nearly 9,000 commitments for 


‘Christ, including 1,021 baptisms, the Methodist: General Board. of Evangelisn 


reported in Nashville, Tenn. The mission was conducted by nine clergy and 
laymen from the United States at the invitation of the Christian Teachers! 
Association of Korea; Sponsors were ‘the evangelism board, the Korean 
Methodist Church, the Methodist Division of World Missions, and the Women's 
Division of Christian Service, 


ecg ie * 


The Rev. Raymond J. Davis, who has served the Sudan Interior Mission.. 
(SIM) for 28 years, both in the USA and as a missionary abroad, has. been 
named the agency's general director. His appointment by the society's ‘i 
General Council was announced by the mission at its world headquarters in. 
New York. He succeeds the Rev. Albert D. Helser, who retired last July on 
reaching the SIM's 65-year age limit for executive officers. Founded in 
1893, the SIM is one of the world's largest non-denominational nissionary 
Societies, with nearly 1,300 missionarics serving among 71 tribes in ten 
African nations. 
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More than 100 Roman Catholic ‘and Protestant youth in Hindhoven, the 
Netherlands, have formed a joint study group to consider "Rome and the 
Reformation". The group also plans to do volunteer work in old peoples! 
homes, hospitals, and in service to families. The formation of the group is 
another result of the contacts made by youth of the two confessions at the 
Dutch Ecumenical Youth Council last February which was attended by Roman 
Catholic youth at special invitation of the Council. 


* * * 


The three major themes of the 11th German Evangelical Kirchentag, . 
scheduled July 25-28, have been announced by Kirchentag officials in Fulda, 
Germany. They ares "Tsolated in the World"; "Organized in the World"; 
and "Upheld in the World". 


* * * 


A resolution condemning all racial discrimination was passed by the 
British Baptist Union Council at its meeting in London last week. It 
reaffirmed support for the United Nations! Universal Declaration of Huma 
Rights. The resolution quoted another passed in 1960 by the Baptist World 
Alliance Congress: "We call therefore upon our Baptist people around the 
world to live above race prejudice and to take the lead in abolishing racial 
discrimination". o 

x * 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Western Australia, 
at a ‘special meeting in Perth, elected the Rev. C.J;P. Mackaay, M.A., a8 
Moderator-elect. Mr. Mackaay emigrated to Australia from the Netherlands 
to become minister to the Netherlands congregation in Perth. He is the 
first "New Australian" to be elected to this office in Western Australia. 


5 * * 


The Council of Churches of the Washington, D.C., area has taken a firm 
stand against the death penalty, and called upon churches throughout the 
nation which share this conviction to encourage members to write to congress~ : 
men and senators expressing their views. it was pointed that this is neces- 4 
sary as legislation to abolish capital punishment in the District of Columbia | 
must be passed by Congress. The statement says: "Capital punishment... | 
brutalizes the entire administration of criminal justice as well as society 
itself", and called the death penalty "morally and ethically unacceptable". 


* * * 


The youth department of the Swedish Baptist Union is cooperating with 
other Free Church groups in a three-year programme of youth leadership 
training beginning in January 1963. The first phase will be directed. toward 
the reeruitment of young couples who will be challenged with the need for 
youth leadership through discussion’ groups and by the use of. especially 
prepared pamphlets and films. Over 9,000 pamphlets are being printed on 
such topics as "The Leader of the Gang" and "Advantages of an Organized 
Youth Group". Newspapers, and radio and television networks have promised 
full publicity for the programme. 


* 36 tine 
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Polish Protestants have marked the 400th anniversary of publication of 
the first Bible in Polish at ceremonies in Warsaw. Highlights of the obser- 
vance, which was attended by church leaders from several other countries, 
included a two-day series of lectures climaxed by an ecumenical service of 
thanksgiving. The first complete edition of the Polish (Protestant) Bible 
was printed in 1563 in the city of Brzegé and is today still referred to as 
the Brzedé Bible. — 


* * * 


A new "clinical theology centre", which will promote closer understanding 
and cooperation between priests and psychiatrists, has been opened in Nott- 
ingham, England. The centre will continue the psychiatric training seminars 
for the clergy which have been conducted in more than twenty dioceses during 
the past three years by Dr. Frank Lake, a former medical missionary with the 
Church Missionary Society (Anglican), who has devoted himsclf to the study 
of psychological medicines It"will also provide twelve-week residential 
courses for the clergy, who will have the opportunity of undertaking super- 
vised case work in a local mental hospital; and it will be a centre to 
which people may be referred by their doctors for psychotherapy from a 
Christian point of view. 


* * * 


New statistics released in Helsinki show that average church attendance 
in Finland is 3%. At its highest point it reaches 15%, but in a number of 
towns - particularly industralized and urbanized communes - it is less than 
1%. some 6% of the population of Finland is entered in the civil register, 
and thus does not belong to the Lutheran National Church. Most of those 
who have left the National Church since the passing of the religious liberty 
law of 1923 are men. It has been estimated that of those leaving the church, 
60-65% belong to the People's Democratic Party (Communist), while 20-25% are 
Social Democrats. Approximately 70,000 Finns are members of the Orthodox 
Church, and about 10,000 belong to the various Free Churches. 


* * * 


The Rev. G. H. Wolfensberger, 34, of Den Hoorn, the Netherlands, has 
been named study secretary of the United Bible Societies, with headquarters 
in Geneva, Switzerland. Appointed for a five-year term, Mr. Wolfensberger 
will carry out a study on the Use of the Bible in Evangelism, and will work 
in close connection and in cooperation with the Department on Studies in 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


anes * 


Lutherans in Enképing, Sweden, will loan their parish house to the 
local Roman Catholic community for services. The gesture marks the first 
cooperative venture in the history of the two churches in the city. 


* * * 


A new translation of the Bible in German is being prepared for the 
United German Bible Societies by Johann Christoph Hampe, member of the edi- 
torial staff of the Christian weekly Sonntagsblatt. 


* * * 


A new book by Augustin Cardinal Bea, president of the Vatican Secre- 
tariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity, containing his most important 
addresses and articles on Christian unity has been published by the Civilta 
Cattolica Press in Rome. EPS, Geneva 
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The. General Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society, meeting in 
London, has ratified a convention giving full autonomy to Baptist churches © 
in the Republic of Congo. All property is being handed over to those 
churches. From now on, the society's missionaries will work at the request 
and under the direction of the Congolese Baptist churches. The: BMS: has 
promised continued support in finance and missionary personnel. 


5 is Ri ghana 


| Officials of the Second Vatican Council have refused press accreditation 
to the representative of Nauka i Religiya (Science and Religion), official 
publication for the Society of the Dissemination of Political and Scientific 
Knowledge in the USSR. Accreditation, however, has been granted to three 
representatives of other Soviet journals. They are Novosti, the organ of a 
semi-official agency set up for the Russian trade unions and various public 
organizations about a year ago, and Literaturnaya Gazeta, organ of the USSR 
Union of Soviet Writers. Heretofore only Tass, the official news agency. 

had been represented. | | EPS, Geneva 
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SPECIAL REPORT (SPECIAL TO EPS) 


UGANDA - A NEW NATION BUILT ON CHRISTIAN FOUNDATIONS, 
by Norman Hart, Editor of New Day 


(Kampala) - Uganda became a sovereign nation a month ago, painlessly and 
almost noiselessly. With racial strife in Southern Rhodesia and the United 
States taking up the headlines, many people will not have noticed the fact 
that an African state of 6,500,000 people took its independence in an atmos- 
phere of sober joy, courtesy to its visitors, and great goodwill. 


That this was possible is largely due to the leaders of Uganda's people 
- particularly to Prime Minister Apolo Milton Obote - who have sunk many of 
their differences in the last few months to create a climate of stability 
and unity for the new nation. 


Yet Uganda's responsible attitude to freedom, her absence of racial 
strife and her sense of nationhood after only 90 years of contact with 
Huropean ideas can equally be said to be the fruits of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. There is probably no other modern state whose creation owes so much 
to the Christian Church. 


The first European explorers reached what is now Uganda a century ago, 
and found two powerful kingdoms - Buganda and Bunyoro - established between 
Lake Victoria and Lake Albert, just north of the Equator. Buganda in parti- 
cular impressed them as having a well-ordered system of government and a 
king of obvious ability in Kabaka Mutesa. 


It was the explorer Stanley - continuing the unfinished journeys of the 
dead Livingstone - who first preached the Gospel to Mutesa, and then urged 
Britain (through the correspondence columns of The Daily Telegraph) to send 
Christian missionaries to Uganda. Britons responded, and in 1877 the first 
missionaries of the Church Missionary Society (Anglican) arrived in Uganda. 
Roman Catholic missionaries of the White Fathers followed two years later. 


The missionaries came to preach the Gospel, but it was inevitable that 
they should introduce at the same time many of the inventions of Europe. 
Alexander Mackay and the Rev.P.0O!'Flaherty, two of the first missionaries, 
described themselves as "builders, carpenters, smiths, wheelwrights, sani- 
tary engineers, farmers, gardeners, printers, surgeons, and physicians". 


The primary task of translating the Bible into Luganda gave Buganda a 
written language. At the same time the kingdom had its first printed books, 
and thousands learned to read from the single sheets of the Luganda New 
Testament which came from Mackay's press. The word "okusoma" in Luganda 
Still means both to read and to go to divine service. George Pilkington 
completed the Bible translation and gave Buganda a Bible which is rated one 
of the elassic translations of modern times. 


Mackay also began classes in carpentry, weaving, and printing - pioneer- 
ing the technical education which is only today being fully developed in 
Uganda. Organized education began in 1895 when the first women missionaries 
arrived and opened schools. Education remained the responsibility of the 
missions well into the present century. Not until the 1920s, when the number 
of pupils had grown to over 150,000, did the government begin to take an 
active interest in education, and for a long time its financial assistance 
was very small. Today, when education takes over a quarter of the national 
budget, the churches still work side by side with the government in the 
schools and training colleges. 
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Medicine has the same story. When the Duchess of Kent opened the new 
£2, 300,000 ($6,440,000) Mulago Hospital during the independence celebrations 
last month, the Minister of Health recalled that the pioneer of medicine in 
Uganda was a CMS missionary, Dr. Albert Cook, who walked the 800-mile 
journey from ‘the coast. 


Dr. Cook and his wife Katherine not only established Uganda's first 
hospital at Mengo (which today is still a Church of Uganda hospital), but 
began medical work in many other parts of the country, after hard and often 
dangerous journeys. At Mengo the first medical school in Kast Africa was 
opened. Indeed, the Cooks are credited with saving the nation of Buganda; 
they discovered earlier this century that the population of the kingdom was 
declining year by year through lack of care for mothers in childbirth, and 
it was their introduction of midwifery training that ended the decline. 


Uganda's present economy is largely founded on two cash crops = cotton 
and coffee ~ here also the church can claim Some credit. It was a CMS 
industrial missionary, Mr. Borup, who was largely responsible for introduc- 
ing the growing of cotton, which now contributes over £15,000,000 ($42,000,000) 
yearly to the national income. 


The British Protectorate which ended with independence ~ and to which 
the country's new leaders paid warm tribute at the independence ceremony - 
was also partly the product of Christian Sstatesmanship. Britain was origin- 
ally unwilling to take the area under her protection, and was persuaded to 
do so only after vigorous campaigning by Bishop Alfred Tucker and other 
Christian leaders. When protection was established, the church continued to 
play an important part in the development of the country. Christians from 
Buganda and Bunyoro first penetrated the far corners of the present nation 
with the message of the Gospel they had received from the missionaries, and 
it was as much their preaching and teaching as any administrative measures 
which bound together a country containing 13 main tribes and 4 major language 
groups. Hven today the well-loved Bishop of Soroti, in the Teso tribe of 
northern Uganda, is a man from Buganda who left his home many years ago to 
go as a Christian teacher to the north. 


At the same time the church set a foundation for Uganda's present form 
of responsible government by giving the government of the church to African 
Christians very early in its history. It was Bishop Tucker, the first 
Bishop of Uganda, who insisted on the need for this and the process continued 
steadily until last year, when the Church of Uganda became independent of 
the Church of England eighteen months before the state became independent 
of the United Kingdom. Many of Uganda's present political leaders and admin- 
istrators are men and women who learnt the processes of responsible govern- 
ment in the church. 


In dozens of smaller ways the church has made its mark on the social 
life of the nation - in the introduction of Square houses, and the design of 
the women's national dress in Buganda, which adopted a Victorian yoke and 
"puff" sleeves to become a more practical garment for girls at the mission 
schools. 


Sixty years ago the church gave the country its first newspaper, an 
outspoken journal called Mengo Notes, which has its successors today, not 
only in Uganda's secular press but also in the Christian newspaper New Day. 
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In return for all these gifts, the church in many parts of the world has 
been strengthened and refreshed by a spiritual revival which began in Uganda 
in the 1930s and continues throughout East Africa to the present day. 


Thanks to wise early legislation about the ownership of land, race rela-~ 
tions in Uganda have never become embittered and are today as free and 
friendly as any in the world. Many members of the comparatively small 
Kuropean and Asian population had votes to the traditional African Parliament 
in Buganda in the last elections and that Parliament itself returned an Asian 
and a European to the Central Assembly. Constant fellowship between African, 
Asian, and European Christians in the church has contributed to the harmony, 
and the country has been greatly blessed by the number of devoted Christians 
serving in government posts - not least in its Governors. 


Uganda's three million Christians, therefore, believe that it is no 
accident that the country has moved peacefully and capably to independence. 
If ever any country could be said to have been built on a foundation of 
Christian responsibility it is Uganda. True, it has not escaped bitter 
quarrels between Protestants and Roman Catholics, but there are signs that 
Christians of both faiths are trying now to end the strife which has occas- 
ilonally brought shame to the name of Christ. They will do so remembering 
that it was young converts of both churches who were martyred together, 
singing praises amid the flames, only ten years after the Gospel had first 
been preached in Uganda; whose witness broke the power of paganism and 
allowed the light of the Gospel to shine freely in the very heart of Africa, 

EPS, Geneva 
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STATEMENT BY OFFICIALS OF THE 
COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


In order that justice may be served and enlarged conflict avoided, we 
urge support by world public opinion and by governments for the withdrawal 
of Chinese forces to their position prior to the recent intensified military 
action and prompt initiation of negotiations or acceptance of impartial 
arbitration for peaceful settlement of the border dispute. The pursuit of 
territorial claims by aggressive military action rather than by methods of 
peaceful settlement must be condemned. 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman 
Dz. O, Frederick Nolde, director 


TEXT OF CABLE SENT TO INDIAN CHRISTIAN LEADERS 
BY WORLD COUNCIL OFFICERS 


At this critical hour for the life and spirit of India involved in a 
struggle to defend its national security, the officers of the World Council 
of Churches desire to assure the churches and Christians in India of their 
profound sympathy and express the hope that a just and peaceful settlement 
may be reached. 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman 

Dr.. krnest Payne, vice-chairman 

Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general 
secretary 
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WCC DELEGATION PAYS TRIBUTE TO 
"VITALITY" OF RUMANIAN CHURCHES 


(Geneva) - Members of a four-man World Council of Churches! delegation said 
on their return here from a weck!s visit in Rumania that they are convinced 
their visit created new "bonds of friendship" with the Rumanian churches and 
"significantly advanced the cause of peace and international understanding". 


In a communique issued here they also praised the "vitality" of the 
Rumanian churches as they had observed it in church services, seminaries 
and life: in ‘the monasteries, and emphasized that the "close and fraternal 
relationships" between the Rumanian churches had given them "special 
Satisfaction". 


The communique expressed "profound gratitude for the warm hospitality" 
with which they had been welcomed by Orthodox Patriarch Justinian, at whose 
invitation the visit was made, and to Metropolitan Justin of the Orthodox 

Church and’ leaders of the Lutheran and Reformed churches with whom they also 
conferred. . 


During the visit the delegation made trips to Bucarest, Cliuj, Sibiu, 
and Jassy and also visited Several monasteries and industrial centres. 
During a reception at the Patriarchate they had conversations with Professor 
D. Dogaru, general Secretary of the government's Department of Cults. 


: 
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Members of the delegation were: Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New York, 
chairman of the Central Committee; Archbishop Iakovos, New York, a WCC presi-/ 
dent; Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary; and Bishop Emilianos, 
representative of the Roumenical Patriarch of Constantinople at World Council 
headquarters, ' 


STRENGTHENED DEDICATION OF CHRISTIANS 
REPORTED APTER MASSACRE IN NEW GUINEA 


(Sydney) - Anti-Christian atrocities that killed 80 Christians and razed 50 
tribal villages have apparently strengthened the consecration of New Guinea 
Baptists. (See BPS No, 38). 


The massacre of Dani Christians in the North Baliem Valley occurred on 
Sunday, September 30, and was led by two tribal chiefs who had ha'rassed 
religious activities ever since Australian Baptist missionaries moved into 
the valley in 1956. Rather than frightening the surviving villagers and 
driving them from church activities, interest in Christianity. has 
increased, missionaries still in North Baliem report. 


"Qn the Sunday following the massacre there were more people at the 
church services in the area than had ever been seen before", they said. 
"Another fact of significance is that the Christian people have, declared 
they will rebuild their villages in the same location - because they want to 
stay near the mission where they can continue to hear the Christian message. 
It is the custom that when villages are destroyed in intertribal fighting 
the people will move to a new area. The Christians! declaration to rebuild 
is unprecedented." 

“mands given by people sround the world through the Baptist World ATli- 
ance are being used by Australian missionaries in New Guinea to help surviv- 
ors of the massacre. EPS, Geneva 


ANTI-SEMITISM "POLITICAL WEAPON" 
IN SOME NATIONS, AGENCY CHARGES 


_ (Boston) - The American Jewish Committee has warned in a report here that 
anti-Semitism is being exploited as a "political weapon" in various countries) 
and this practice is endangering Jews in many areas. Raabe 


Presented at a-mecting of the Committee!s National Executive Board, the 
report said there is a close and direct relationship "between the exploita- 
tion of anti-Semitism and the policies of totalitarian governments, as well | 
as fanatical nationalism and highly unstable regimes". 


The report said -major arcas of anti-Semitic threats and practices wer 
Argentina, Algeria, France, and Russia. 
| Describing anti-Semitic acts in the Soviet Union as the "most flagrant", 
the report said Jews in Russia were being used as "scapegoats" for the 
USSR's economic problems. a . -: EPS, Geneva 
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10,000 HONG KONG CHILDREN 
PED DAILY AT NEW CENTRE 


(Hong Kong) - Ten thousand Hong Kong school children will have a hot meal 
at midday thanks to the contributions of churches in several countries, the 
USA, and Hong Kong government, and various service organizations in this 
Crown Colony. 


They have cooperated in opening the Children's Meals Kitchen at Hung 
Hom, an industrial area of Kowloon, where the youngsters will be: fed a hot, 
nourishing meal 200 days of each year at the rate of less than two cents 
(US) for each meal. 


“The initial capital cost of HK $180,000 was met by donations from the 
United States! government, the Hong Kong Rotary Club, and Church World 
service, relief agency of US Protestant and Orthodox churches. Other assis- 
tance came from the Dutch churches, and the Canadian government and churches 
which have made available large supplies of tinned pork. HPS, Geneva 


GERMAN CHURCH REJECTS 
WCC STATEMENT ON CUBA 


(Rendsberg) - The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Schleswig-Holstein has gone 
on record here as "disassociating" itself from a World Council of Churches! 
statement on the Cuban crisis. 


The Synod criticized as "biased" the statement in which WCC leaders 
voiced "grave concern and regret" over the US blockade of Cuba. (See EPS 


No. 39). 


One Synod member expressed the opinion that the world should be grate- 
ful to President Kennedy for ignoring the WCC statement. 


Criticism was also leveliedin another meeting of a German church synod 
last week. Bishop Hanns Lilje, a member of the WOC's Central. Committee,..said 
at a meeting of the Hanover Synod that the majority of the churches of the 
West could not support the WCC statement because it was only as the result 
of "the firm attitude of the USA" in the Cuba conflict that war had been 
averted. 


Both the Churchof Schleswig-Holstein and the Churchof Hanover are World 
Council member churches. ' EPS, Geneva 


BRETHREN ASK CONVERSION OF 
US BASE IN CUBA TO HEALTH CENTRE 


(Elgin) - The conversion of the Guantanamo Base in Cuba into.a health centre 
for the Caribbean area has been advocated by the Church of. the Brethren 
general board. . 


The twenty-six:of the denomination's key pastors, college educators and 
laymen from across the nation who comprise the board were virtually unani- 
mous in supporting a statement which suggested that the naval installation 
be offered to the United Nations for development of a health facility. 


In their statement, directed primarily to the denomination's 1 »O74 con- 
gregations, the board warned against "powerful pressures which call for the 
invasion of Cuba" and against "obsessive preoccupation with military 'solu- 
EE which blind people to non-military alternatives". EPS, Geneva 
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CHURCHES AIRLIFTING BLANKETS 
FROM BRITAIN TO ALGERIA | : 


(Geneva) .~ In a churches! combined operation, 20,000 blankets have been air- 
1ifted Monday (November 19) from Luton, Great Britain, to Constantine, 
Algeria. 


The blankets are a first consignment for the estimated 1,300,000 persons 
in the Constantine and Batna regions of Algeria who are officially described 
as being in "total need". They have no homes, no jobs, and no money. 


It is estimated that 650,000 of them have not even a blanket apiece. 
For many of them, including children, the sick, and the aged, the only 
shelter is a tent. Snow fell recently, on the high ground in the region. 


The plight of these people was reported to the World Council of 
Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service. which at 
once put out an appeal to its supporters.: Pane 


In response, Lutheran World Relief, New York, and the British Council 
of Churches agreed to share in an emergency operation. They have purchased 
20,000 blankets in London and chartered a Viking aircraft to fly these to 
Constantine for distribution by the Christian Committee for Service in 
Algeria. ' 


The aircraft. left Luton airport Monday at 9.0 a.m. and completed the 
operation on Tuesday after six shuttle flights. The cost of the charter - 
$15,000 - is being contributed by the Department of World Service, Lutheran 


World Federation, Geneva. ‘ ; ; eee | 
‘Weanwhile, a full-scale drive will.be carried out in the USA, the 


Netherlands, Denmark, and other countries by Protestant, Anglican, and 
Orthodox churches to collect blankets for Algerians and ship these as quickly 
as possible to Constantine for distribution in the regions where the Chris- 
tian Committee for Séervioe in Algeria, an independent, eoumenical, and inter- 
national organization, is at work. a BPS, Geneva 


BIBLE SOCIETY CHARTS NEW PROGRAMME 
TO MEET GROWING SCRIPTURE DEMANDS 


(New York) - Pyramiding demands for Scriptures from churches throughout the 
world present the American Bible Society with a challenge to increase sharply 
sts distribution activities, the society's advisory council was told here at 
its 44th annual meeting. . ' 


A general report to some 100 delegates from 56 denominations cited the 
society's plans to start Scripture production and distribution programmes 
in forty nations in addition to the 100 it now serves. = . 


The council members were asked to approve a special $500,000 "World 
Opportunity Fund" to underwrite the widened programme, designed to serve 
primarily new nations in Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean. . . 


oe In 1961, the report said, the ABS and 22 other societies. together pub- 
lished and distributed 39,277,944 copies of Scripture - 3,498,585 Bibles, 
3,726,499 New Testaments and 32,052,860 portions and selections. 


"At this writing", the report said, "figures for the third quarter of 
1962 are coming in'and they indicate that the churches of the world are call- 
ing upon us to provide a staggering 51 per cent. more Scriptures for their 
work and witness than last-:year." 


Latin American countries are making the largest demands, it was report- 
ed, and Asian and African churches also are presenting heavy requests. 


EPS, cone 
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NEGRO,WHITE BAPTISTS IN USA 
PLAN JOINT MEETING in 1964 


Day ae NEO yao ln. history-making action, the all-white North Carolina 
USA) Baptist Convention voted here to hold a joint meeting with the state's 
Negro Baptist Convention in 1964. 


The meeting will be one of the first joint meetings of major Negro and 
white church groups ever held in the South. The meeting has already been 
approved by the Negro church body - the North Carolina General Baptist’ 
Convention. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES ARE URGED TO SPEED 
SOCIAL CHANGES IN LATIN AMBRICA 


(Buck Hill Falls) - Churches should help to speed social change in Latin 
America through establishing cooperative self-help programmes and thus 
"turning the tide away from despair and violence", a Presbyterian mission 
leader said here. 


Dr. Richard Shaull, professor of ecumenics at Princeton (N.J.) Theolog- 
ical Seminary, said that the people of Latin America have been watching 
progress continually made at their expense, are losing faith in their polit- 
ical leaders,and may resort to violence in desperation. 


"Their emptiness and disorientation can also lead them to accept an 
alien ideology", Dr. Shaull said. Speaking from his experience as a Presby- 
terian mission leader in Brazil, Dr. Shaull said that country is already in 
a "pre-Cuba state". 


He said, however, that Marxism in Latin America is not yet of the 
Russian or Bathoae variety. 


Dr. Shaull spoke to the annual fall study aehiaenes of the National 
Counsil of Churches! Committee on Cooperation in Latin America. Subject of 
the meeting which was attended by some 60 chursh and mission officials, was 
the Alliance for Progress and other aid programmes and their relation to the 
~ churches in Latin America. : ‘x EPS, Geneva 


LIMITATION OF NATIONAL SOVEREIGNITY CRUX 
OF INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS, DR. RAMSEY SAYS 


(London) - The crux of present international problems is the limitation of 
national sovereignty. This was the view the Archbishop of Canterbury, 

Dr. Ramsey, put to a one-day conference held last week in London by the 
Wyndham Place Trust on "Christian Responsibility in a World Society". 


Dr. Ramsey said sovereignty had been limited in the past by states 
which had bound themselves by treaty to act together in the face of aggres- 
Sion. How far were nations prepared..to go now? 


"Are we ready not only to affirm a limit to the sovereignty of the 
state by obligations to a group which has covenanted together, but also £4 
support a force of policemen which will act in the name, not of the State, 
but of the new entity about them whose claim to act in the name of justice 
they recognize?" 
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Here, Christian people could give help and leadership. They might not 
know how in theory the new entity was to be defined in relation to national 


sovereignty, but they did know that national sovereignty had its limitations. 
Christians have always asserted this, he stressed. - EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN LEADER 
URGES DISTINCTIVE BELIEFS RENEWAL 


(Elgin) - The chief administrator of the Church of the Brethren (USA) said 
here that the denomination should concentrate more on renewing some of its 
distinctive beliefs and sharing them with other groups than on church union. 


In a report on his ten years as secretary of the Brethren's General 
Brotherhood Board, Dr. Norman J. Baugher gaid he was "about ready to conclude 
that our direction in this generation is not primarily merger with another 
denomination but renewal of certain distinctive beliefs as basic to our 
understanding of the total Gospel and to hold these in a completely frater- 
nal, cooperative, and ecumenical attitude. . 


ts) 


"This posture would not lead to withdrawal from the ecumenical scene 
in pure sectarian style but to ecumenical encounter. that is churchly, parti- 
cular and brotherly", he said. "At all times in the ecumenical encounter we 
should insist that the growth toward unity must be primarily for the sake 
of the world and not: merely for the sake of the church." EPS, Geneva 


GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH SENDS 
PRIESTS TO SERVE IMMIGRANTS 


(Athens) - Ten Greek Orthodox priests are being sent to Germany to minister 
to some 100,000 Crock Orthodox immigrants in that country, of whom the large 
majority are labourers in mines or factories. 


Before leaving they will receive special training for six months, 
including the study of the German language, to prepare them for their special 
mission. . The request to send "suitable, well-equipped" priests "as soon as 
possible" to minister to the spiritual needs of Greek workers was made to the 
Ecumenical Patriarch in Istan>ul By Archimandrite Dionysios Plessas, vicar 
of the Greek conmunity of Nurchberg’, Germany, and by Bishop Emilianos, repre- 


setitative of the Patriarchate at the World Council of Churches,’ Geneva. 
| | EPS, Geneva 


ARCHBISHOP. MAKARIOS SEES . 
NDAY OF UNITY NOT FAR OFF" 


(Trivandrum, India) - Archbishop Makarios, President of Cyprus and head -of 
the Greek Orthodox Church of Cyprus, has told a meeting during a two-day 
state visit here that his church "stands for the unification of the churches 
and that the day is not far off when all the churches will be united"... 


During his visit the Archbishop conferred with the Catholicos of -the 
East and other leaders of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Malabar and was the 
guest of honour at a reception tendered by the Catholicos at which guests 
included Bishop John of the Church of South India, the Governor of Kerala, 
and several other church and government leaders. During his visit he was 
awarded the Degree of Doctor of Law by Kerala University. ... EPS, Geneva 
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VATICAN COUNCIL SENT PEACE PLEA 
BY PRAGUE PEACE CONFERENCE 


(Prague) - The Prague Peace Conference has called upon the Second Vatican 
Council to issue "a strong message urging peace and international reconcoil- 
iation", 


The text of the message, which was prepared at a meeting of the Working 
Committee in Moscow several weeks ago but just issued last week, declares 
that: "We are longing for the Roman Catholic Church under your guidance to 
find ways of overcoming the mistrust and hatred among mankind, and to under- 
stand and respect the peoples which base: their social order on equal human 
rights tegardless of class. 


"The future and the success of our efforts today depend upon whether 
‘we can break the disastrous union between faith in the teaching of Jesus 
Christ and opposition to socialism and communism. This attitude is poison- 
ing the souls of many Christians and destroying the very roots of fellowship 
between the churches. 


The message was signed by Dr. Josef Hromadka, Peace Conference president. 
BPS, Geneva 


BRITISH F.O.R. GROUP 
CONDEMNS SCHEDULED NUCLEAR TEST 


(London) - The British Fellowship of Reconeiliation has severely protested 
against British government plans to conduct an underground nuclear test. 


In a strongly worded letter sent to Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, 
the Fellowship declared that according to "reliable comments" the proposed 
test is "neither urgently necessary nor likely to add something of supreme 
value to British and Western defence". ; 


On that count, it said, the decision to make the text is open to 
"severe critism. - But, far more important", it added, "we strongly eondemn 
such action taken when the world has just recoiled in relief because war has 
been averted over the Cuban affair, and when almost desperate cfforts are 
being made to lessen international tension and to increase the chances of 
some hopeful move towards general disarmament by the agreed cessation of 
nucicar weapon testing." BPS, Geneva 


INTERNATIONAL CIVIL SERVANTS, PASTORS 
STUDY TASK OF REORGANIZED RUROPE 


(Oisterwyk, Netherlands) - Some 30 ministers and international civil servants 
of five nationalities met here last week for a three-day retreat to study 
together the task of the Church with regard to the new organization of 

Burope and the responsibility of Buropean nations to the rest of the world. 


The meeting was held under the auspices of the Group for Local Pastors 
and International Civil Servants Responsible for the Organization of Ecumeni- 
cal Church Services, an organization which is located in Brussels. Partici- 
pants were of German, French, Dutch, English, Belgian, and Swiss nationality. 
Retreat:leaders were Dr. D.G.A. Baron van Lynden, Dutch secretary general of 
Benelux, and Dr. Freiherr Helmut von Verschuer, of Germany, assistant to the 
Director of Agriculture of the Huropean Economic Community. 


During the retreat the participants joined with the local congregation 
of the Dutch Reformed Church for a Holy Communion service on Sunday morning. 
EPS, Geneva 
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DISCUSSION OF SOURCES OF REVELATION 
REVEALS DIVERGENT VIEWS AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - Despite sharp divergencies of view the Second Vatican Council has 
agreed to continue discussion of the schema dealing with the sources of. 
revelation. 


Motions to postpone discussion or to replace the entire text, which 
deals with Scripture, tradition, and biblical interpretation, failed to 
receive the required two-thirds vote. 


Opponents of the schema, submitted by the Preparatory Commission on 
Theology chaired by Cardinal Ottavioni, called it "excessively professorial 
and scholastic in nature", the Vatican Radio said. The station said they 
also objected to it on the grounds that it lacked a pastoral spirit, reveal- 
ed too much rigidity in certain of its affirmations, and some of its points 
lacked. theological development. . : | 


Other points of objection, it said, were that there was:a danger of 
making the truth incomprehensible to the "separated brethren"; that the draft 
overlooked the problem of salvation for the non-baptized and those born 
before Christ; and that it lacked emphasis on scientific research in theo- 
logy and biblical criticisn. 


A major concern of the opponents which became evident as discussion 
developed was that it might tend to aggravate the divisions between Roman 
Catholics and other Christians. , 


(The respective authority of Scripture and tradition has been one of 
the main points of controversy between the Roman Catholics and non-Romam.. : 
Christians since the Reformation. ) | 7 


The New York Herald Tribune quoted speakers saying that "special care 
should be taken to present Catholic doctrine in a way that would not alienate 
the Protestant and Orthodox churches". It added that one Council Father 
"drew applause with remarks on the true ecumenical style". 


The New York Times noting the different approaches of Roman Catholics 
and Protestants, said "it is felt by many Fathers of the Council that the 
dosument is not sufficiently clear in its treatment of revelation" in view 
of these different positions. hey 


La Croix, the French Roman Catholic daily, commented that the schema 
"hardens positions, . ein an ecumenical age when everyone advocates dialogue 
with the separated brethren, and is trying not to deepen the gulf which 
divides us". | nts 


It added that the disagreements between Catholics and non-Catholic 
Christians "create a disunity which is contrary to the will of Christ Him- 
self", All Christians,it said,must "clearly express their own doctrine with 
serenity, objectivity, and lucidity, being careful to respect the opinions 
of others and to seek the psychological attitude which promotes unity and 
Terai BLO hy er esse 


A Vatican Council press office release said that various: speakers had 
emphasizedthat the Council "must mark progress and not regression in the 
ecumenical movement and that it must be a help and not an impediment". 
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The implications of the controversy. were examined in a report by Father 


Robert A. Graham, S.J., special correspondent of Religious News Service. 
He wrote: 


"This is the first open clash between two concepts at the Council. 
Some here hold that doctrine is the most important issue facing the Council; 
others, however, say that pastoral concerns are the most urgent considera- 
tions today. 


"It is unfortunate that such a collision took place. Rome does not 
like open discord. Moderating spirits. . .are now said to be working to 
prevent the division from creating counter-reactions and stiffening into 
cliques, butmanagers of the work of the Theological Commission are as much 
to blame as its critics for this tension for not having better judged much 
earlier the temper of the bishops of the world." HPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


On November 11, the first day of the YMCA/YWCA Week of Prayer and World 
Fellowship, the Uddevalla, Sweden, YWCA started its "Pelephone Bible" ser- 
vice. Thanks to the cooperation of the telephone company, people in Udde- 
valla and the surrounding region by dialling a certain number on’ their 
telephone can listen for 90 seconds to a reading from the Bible. The Bible 
passages, which follow the annual YMCA/YWCA Bible reading plan each day, 
were recorded by YW and YM members. 


Mh) eae 
Shipments of wheat totalling 60,000,000 pounds are on their way to 
Algeria from Church World Service, relief agency of US Protestant and 
Orthodox churches. Plans for the shipment were made at an emergency meeting 


at CWS headquarters in New York after reports describing the critical 
situation in Algeria. 


* * * 


Haiti has deported a Roman Catholic bishop and three other French-born 
priests for their campaign against voodooism. The Most Rev. Paul Robert, 
Bishop of the diocese of Gonaives, said in an interview following. his arrival 
in New-York en route to Paris, that he had never "prevented anyone from 
practising voodoo" but "never wished to accept into the church anyone who 
refused to renounce paganism". 


* ¥* * 


The Missouri Baptist Convention (USA) has voted unanimously to send 
greetings to Pope John XXIII and to request that he use his influence to end 
discrimination against non-Roman Catholics in countries such as ypain, Italy; 
and Colombia, so. that "the cause of religious liberty, so dear to our hearts, 
may by the. grace of God be thus advanced". A message has also been sent to 
the Second Vatican Council by the Canadian Council of Churches. The CCC told 
the Fathers of the Council, "Like you, we are in the midst of an exhilarat- 
ing revival of Bible study and of theological exploration. By such means as 
these, in a manifest climate of increased love, concern and trust, God is 
helping you and us to know and understand one another." 


* * * 
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American Baptists will participate in a year-long emphasis on the 
mission of the.Church in a world of international tensions, rising national- 
+m and revolutionary change, May 1963-June 1964. As a preliminary to this 
emphasis some 125 American Baptist Convention leaders will gather in Mexico 
City, January 5-10, to re-think the Church!s ministry at a "Mission to the 
World" conference, 


* * * 


More than 100: full-time Christian workers in New Villages throughout 
Malaya attended the five-day All-Maiaya Full-time Workers! Retreat. Theme 
of the third biennial gathering was "Behold, all things are become new". ~ 
New Creation, New World, New Nation, and New Village were subjects of the 
plenary sessions. | 


* * * 


A new YMCA rereation centre has been opened by the National Council of 
YMCAs of Pakistan, at Korangi Township, near Karachi, West Pakistan. The 
township, located about 12 miles from the city, has some 22,000 "quarters" 
and a present refugee population of nearly 200,000, which is expected to 
grow to half a million persons within the next few years. Among its activi- 
ties the centre, which is primarily serving youth from the poorest classes, 
plans to offer vocational training. A YWCA community centre for women and 
children has already .been in operation in Korangi for the past two years.. 
In addition to vocational training and recreation facilities, it includes 2a 
daily medical clinic and provides milk and vitamin tablets to over 4,000 
women and children every month. 


* PS * 


Dre. DonalaG.S. M!Timkulw has been named principal of the Mindolo Eeu- 
menical Foundation, Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia. The noted African church 
leader, who is at present the general secretary of the Provisional Committee 
of the All-African Church Conference, is expected to assume his new post in 
September 1963, succeeding the Hev. Peter Matthews. 


% * * 


A gift of DM20,000 ($5,037 \ has been made to Coventry Cathedral by 
the people of West Berlin. The money is to go towards the cost of building 
an International Youth Hostel, a project on which the Coventry authorities 
hope to begin work in the near future. The gift was recently handed over to 
the Provost of Coventry, the Very Rev. H.G.N. Williams, by Mayor Willy 
Brandt of Berlin, who expressed his eratitude for the work of Coventry 
Cathedral in the City of Berlin on behalf of young people. 


* * * 


In proportion to its population Norway distributes more Bibles than any 
other country in the world, the Norwegian Bible Society revealed in its 
annual report. In second place is another Lutheran country, Finland, it 
‘said. For every 1,000 inhabitants of Norway, more than 37 Bibles and New 
Testaments were distributed in 1961, the society reported. The figure it 
gave for Finland was nearly Jae. . 


* * Rowe 
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Conservative scholars and theologians will trace recent developments in 
Christian unity and present the evangelical position on the subject at a 
three-day conference in Minneapolis, Minn. (USA), February 26-28. Plans for 
the conference have been announced in Wheaton, I1ll., by the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals, which is spansoring the meeting with the Minneapolis 
Evangelical Fellowship. 


* * * 


The American Friends Service Committee, Quaker welfare and service 
agency with headquarters in Philadelphia, Pa., is launching a two-year study 
of non-violent action and its application to international conflicts. As a 
side purpose of the research project an effort will be made to develop new 
methods of teaching people how to use non-violence techniques more 
effectively. 


* * * 


Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has been present- 
ed with the Order of the Red Banner of Labour by Soviet President Leonid Il. 
Brezhnev at a ceremony in the Kremlin. The award by the Russian government 
was made to mark the Patriarch's recent 85th birthday and to honour his 
"natriotic work in the fight for peace", Fifteen prominent generals, factory 
managers, and other officials also were decorated. EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: The headline of a story in last week's EPS (No. 42) on page 7 
dealing with an interconfessional meeting incorrectly listed the place as 
Buenos Aires. The meeting took place in Rio de Janeiro, Argentina. EPS 
regrets the error. 
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SIXTEEN WORK CAMPERS START 
WCC LONG-TERM CAMP IN KENYA 


(Nairobi) - Sixteen youth - their average age 23 - have arrived here to spend 
the next nine months in the first long-term ecumenical work camp sponsored 
by the World Council of Churches, 


‘During the time they will lay bricks, saw wood, build-a subsurface dan, 
plant trees, convert an old building into a.chapel, and fence a: 2,000-acre 
ranch, among other jobs. 


A completely inter-racial and international group from nine countries of 
Asia, Africa, Europe, and North America, the campers were chosen from among 
a large number of persons who contacted the WCC's headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, following announcement, of plans for the camp last April. 


In making the selection Mr. C.I, Itty, of the WCC Youth Department staff, 


said the WCC looked for both, skills required for the jobs to be done and for 
the sincerity of applicants in wishing to express their Christian faith in 


difficult service, 


Among the sixteen are a carpenter from Switzerland, a student from the 
Philippines, a builder from New Zealand, a dairy farmer from Australia, and 
a nurse from the United States. Five women are among the group. 
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Frankly an experiment because of its duration, if successful the camp 
will serve as a model for at least two of similar periods next year, Mr. Itty © 
said, He called the project "an experiment in community life under Christian 
discipline". 


Work has already begun on the first of the three separate projects on 
which the campers will work during the nine months and the first report has 
been received at WCC headquarters. 


This project involves reconstruction of a community centre, a school, 
and houses in the Hola area of the Tana River district which was inundated 
by floods last year. 


..The first. report said that the campers have received a warm welcome from 
the villagers, many of whom have started working alongside them. — Tt said- the 
villagers have expressed amazement that "white men’ are working so hard with 
their hands in the dirt. 


"Tf this camp has no other impact on the local community at least the 
image of the white man will be changed and they will no longer think of then 
as supermen", the report said. It added that in a part of Kenya in which 
there “is strong hostility and fear of white people this ‘could make an impor- 
tant difference in race relations. A) ine BG tao YP" Sane 
From. the Hola area project the campers will move tO. 


where they will spend six months doing a number of jobs at.a rural .develop- 
ment centre. . aS Bee cn mee 


Senya in Masailand 


The third project planned for two months is at -the Kenya Christian 
Council's Kamanai youth camp near Mombasa, where they will construct an exten- 
sion to an existing building. 


——=<-"mre “campers come from Australia, Canada, the Congo, Germany; Kenya;. the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, the Philippines, Switzerland, and the United States. 
They represent the Anglican, Baptist, Church of Christ, Evangelical, Lutheran, 
Reformed, Presbyterian, and United churches. EPS, Geneva: 


CUBAN REFUGEES WILL BE ASSISTED BY 
NATIONAL LUTHERAN COUNCIL PROGRAMME 


(Chicago) - An $80,000 assistance programme for Cuban refugees in Florida 
was approved by the National Lutheran Council!s Executive Committee at a 
meeting here. Piet 


The 15-member committee also recommended a $55,000 appropriation to. 
launch a community development project in Latin America. HR oe ; 


A third proposal to send 60 Lutheran laymen abroad for volunteer service 
in Asia, Africa, and Latin America was "commended" to the NLC for considera- 
tion at its annual meeting next February. . 


The proposed Cuban refugee assistance will be supervised by. the Lutheran 
Immigration Service (LIS), a joint agency of the NLC and the Lutheran Church-— 
Missouri Synod. Half of the $80,000 for the first year of operations will 
be used for direct relief and support of needy families, and the remainder 
for welfare services, principally counselling. .. ; EPS, Geneva 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION REPORTS 
RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION .IN CUBA 


(Geneva) - Widespread religious persecution in Cuba was condemned here in a 
report compiled by the International Commission of Jurists. 


It charged that in some instances Cubans have boen subjected to persecu- 
tion for no other reason than that they were leaders of the Roman Catholic 
community. 


The International Commission of Jurists, a non-governmental, non-=politi- 
cal organization holding consultative status with the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations, said that the "rule of law't had disappeared 
in Cuba under the Castro regime, 


A considerable portion of the 270-page nite detailing loss of liber- 
ties under the Castro government referred to an unceasing anti-religious 
policy. 


Religious persecution under Castro, the report said, has taken a number 
of forms, varying from expulsion of priests and religious to campaigns waged 
against Catholic lay leaders. The number of priests in Cuba, it added, has 
been reduced from more than 700 to 125. 


The commission said evidence had established that the regime had ob- 
structed the worship of Cuban Catholics through threats outside churches and 
through active provocations during services. 


It pointed to the large-scale expulsions of priests, monks, and members 
of the hierarchy, the confiscation Of» church-related Boel ecs » and the 
Narbitary" arrest of priests. 


: It documented cighty-nine charges concerning the Castro government's 
actions, ranging from judicial abuses to physical and mental torture in 
prisons. A general suppression of freedom is now the policy of the govern- 
ment, the report said. j BPS, Geneva 


NEW ZEALAND CHURCH UNION 
PLAN VOTE SET FOR. 1965 


(Wellington) - The latest timetable for union negotiations between New 
Zealand!s Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and 
Associated Churches of Christ calls for members of the local churches to 
vote on the merger scheme in 1965. 


In a report from the joint union committee, the Presbyterian General 
Assembly was told here that the committee intends to submit the plan for 
union to the national bodies of the four churches at the end of 1963. 


The churches will study this draft and report on it by June of 1964, 
If no great difficulties are encountered, a revised draft would go to the 
church bodies in November of 1964. and to the local congregations for a vote 


in 1965. 


Negotiations for this four-way church merger have been going on for 
several years, and it was originally intended that the final vote on the plan 
would be held this year. But there have been disagreements on such matters 
as baptism (the Churches of Christ oppose infant baptism while the others 
practise it) and women ministers (Congregationalists and Methodists accept 
women, while the Presbyterians do not). EPS, Geneva — 
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"REPENTANCE" CHURCH WILL BE MEMORIAL 
TO JEWISH VICTIMS OF NAZI REGIME 


(Berlin) -~ Plans for building a Protestant church to symbolize repentence as 

a memorial to Jewish victims of the Hitler regime were announced here by 

Dr. Ernest Wilm,of Bielefeld, president of the Bvangelical Church of West- . 
phalia. : - 


He said the church probably would be erected at the site of the notorious’ 
Nazi concentration camp of Bergen-Belsen, near Hannover, where 30,000 . 


persons, mostly Jews, were killed. 
q 


Dr. Wilm made his announcement on returning here with a delegation of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID) from a semi-official visit to 
Israel during which the delegates met various religious and political leaders. 
He said the finel decision as to the location of the church would be made . 
shortly by the EKID Council. EPS, Geneva 


‘INDONESIA LEADERS STUDY ROLE 
OF CHRISTIAN IN A REVOLUTIONARY AGH : 


(Djakarta) - A prominent Indonesian layman who is former chief of staff of 

the Indonesian armed forces has told Indonesian Christian leaders meeting 
here that Christianity cannot be identified with either the traditional | 
Indonesian society or with European society. 


"In our dealings with the state, Christians must be positive, critical, 
creative and realistic. As Christians we must serve both the revolutionary 
group and the non-revolutionery group", said General T.B. Simatupang. 


"Here in Indonesia we are not seeking to copy either the liberal Euro- @ 
pean revolution or the communist society. *We are seeking to find the truly 
Indonesian society", he declared. a any 


General Simatupang addressed some 50 Indonesian menbers of parliament, 
economists, doctors, teachers, students, theologians, and pastors, assembled 
for a consultation on New Forms of Christian Sorvice under auspices of the 
National Council of Churches in Indonesia and the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference. Theme of the meeting was "The Gospel and the Revolution". . 

One of a series of EACC-sponsored conferences, reports from this and ; 
earlier ones held in India, Japan, and Korea will form the basis of study 
material for ean Asian consultation on Inter-Church Aid to be held in October, 


1963. 4 


General Simatupang emphasized that "the main problem is always the i 
problem of humanity. . .Bvery leap forward in society creates hardships for — 
some groups, and often allows the gap between the rich and the poor to i 
become greater", he said. "We will find the new forms of service when we 


have discovered the real needs of society." é 


A large part of the conference time was given over to work in sections © 
on the topics of culture, economics, politics, education, youth, and health, 


$ 

An introduction to the reports notes that: "Christian service is not -— 
the same as philanthropic service because Christian service demands that the 
Christian participate in the needs and sufferings of men. . .We are not 4 
called only to works of pity, but to all actions leading to social justice 


and human welfare. 


; 
; 


. 
j 
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"The revolution offers us freedom from exploitation, poverty, and dis- 
ease. It creates an expectation of renewed men and a renewed world. We must, 
as Christians, participate in this revolution, in a positive, critical, and 
creative way. But we know the power of sin in man and in institutions and 
in all political systems, and that only in Jesus Christ is true renewal am 
-be found. . .We must contribute towards the development of ideas which hav 
become the guideposts of social uplift. . .In all rapid social change ze 
are some groups left desolate and lost and for them the Church has special 
responsibility.". | 


A report on health services recommended that the Indonesian churches 
retain control of their ten large hospitals, but that those "temporarily" 
held by the government should now be sold or leased to the government and 
proceeds used to establish mobile forms. of health service. The. report also 
proposed that a Christian Medical Association be established to link doctors 
and other Christian medical workers in church and government hospitals. 


The social work section report called for new emphases in this area 
including the encouragement of home industries in rural areas; provision of 
housing for students; rehabilitation programmes for the unemployed and ex- 
prisoners; and the strengthening of family life. 


_ The report from the group dealing with political questions declared: 
"The Church ‘ean live under any form or system of politics, but it is always 
called to witness against: injustice." : EPS, Geneva 


SASP. COMMITTEE WILL APPOINT EXPERTS 
TO ADVISE ON CHURCH JOURNALISM 


(Geneva). - At its recent meeting here the WCC SASP Committee (Specialized 
Assistance for Social Projects.) agreed to set up a sub-committee of: news- 
paper experts to advise on what can be done to meet the needs of developing 
countries for good Christian. journals of wide appeal. 


The sub-committee will be chaired by Mr. William Clark, a distinguished 
British journalist who is now director of the Overseas Deon mnt Institute. 
Mr. Clark, who is a member of-.the SASP Committee, will have with him on the 
new body five members who have had extensive experience of the editorial 
and managerial sides of journalism and at least one ecumenical theologian. 


SASP hopes. that the sub-committee will be able to report on the train- 
ing of Christian journalists and how the churches can set about financing 
the kinds of periodicals needed to satisfy the thirst of new countries for 
reliable information presented with the aid of lively, modern techniques. 


During two days of discussion, chaired’ by Miss Janet Lacey of the 
British Council of Churches, SASP also made recommendations concerning an 
important survey of church medical work in Africa. I+ was suggested that a 
study document for the survey be prepared on the basis of a questionnaire to 
be drafted with the help of the Institute of Social Studics at the Hague. 


In addition, SASP spent considerable time in studying various intricate | 
projects in the field of social service that had been submitted to different 
divisions of the WCC by ecumenical church bodies in Asia and Africa. The 
committee made recommendations concerning these projects. 


NASP is an independent body set up by the WCC. Its members are speci- 
alists in different professional activities who are asked to help such 
divisions. of the World Council as those of Inter-Church Aid, World Mission 
and Evangelism, and Studies when these face problems of unusual difficulty. 
its membership is drawn from Europe, the USA, Latin America, Africa, and 
Asia. EPS, Geneva 


a 
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GERMAN PROTESTANT WOMEN 
SPEAK ON ABORTION LAW 


(Bad Godesberg) - A statement issued here by the Association of Protestant 


Women in the Rhineland, Germany, said that no legal penalties should be 
incurred by women who undergo abortions for pregnancies induced by rape. 


The association made the statement in connection with current discuss- 
jons concerning preparations of a new penal code for the West German 
Republic. 


The statement declared that "it must be left to the free personal 
decision of the woman concerned whether she wishes to complete a pregnancy 
forced upon her against her will". It gaid her decision must not be influ- 
enced by the threat of legal punishment, ee 


The association is an organization of Protestant women's organizations, 
deaconesses, and women's missionary groups, professional associations, and 
sisterhoods. EPS, Geneva 


17 AID PROJECTS ASSIST 
CHURCH-RELATED SCHOOLS 


(Washington, D.C.) - US government foreign aid funds are being used currently 
in 17 projects to assist church-related schools in other countries, it was 
disclosed here by the Agency for International Development (AID). 


Fowler Hamilton, the agency's administrator, said in a policy statement 
that aid would continue to such institutions where they were the best or the 
only channel for raising educational levels in underdeveloped countries. 


However, Mr. Hamilton made it clear that no funds would be given to 
church-affiliated schools abroad "without prior assurance and built-in guar- 
antees that there will be absolutely no discrimination on religious grounds 
in the matter of who will benefit". He also stressed that aid funds also 
could not be used for the advancement of "sectarian" religious purposes. 


Mr. Hamilton said a review of 1,500 technical assistance projects over- 
seas had revealed 17 instancés in which US aid is going to church-affiliated 
colleges or to elementary and secondary school systems which include reli- 
gious teaching in their curricula. . 


In Colombia, American funds are going to public schools in which Roman 
Catholic religious instruction and observances are part of the curriculum, 
he said. Pupils at these schools, however, are not required to participate 
in the religious practices, he added. In Uganda, aid is helping to expand 
high school facilities at two mission schools affiliated with the Protestant 
Episcopal Church while in Kenya, two Quaker schools are receiving aid. 

EPS, Geneva 


WCC RESETTLED 1,257 
REFUGEES IN OCTOBER 


(Geneva) ~ The World Council of Churches resettled 1,257 refugees in October 
making a total of 11,492 aided thus far this year, its Service to Refugees 
office has announced here. 


Of those resettled in October, 969 went to Australia and 210 to the 
United States. The ‘largest number came from Greece - 396, followed by Hong 
Kong with 308 Buropean emigrants and 45 Chinese emigrants. EPS, Geneva 


: 
etaditiy aye op 5e 
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EAST ASTA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE PLANS 
ASSEMBLY IN 1964 IN RANGOON 


(Brisbane) ~ Plans for the Second Assembly of the East Asia Christian Confer- 
ence have been made by the HACC's Working Committee ata four-day meeting here. 


They call for the Assembly to be held February 26-March 5, 1964, in 
Rangoon, Burma, with attendance estimated at 175 persons, . 


To prepare for the Assembly the Working Committee asked that special 
study be conducted in four areas and that background papers be distributed 
to participants in advance. The areas are: missionary .structure of the 
congregation, religion and state, the Christian home in Asian society, and 
new forms of mission and service. The third of the John R, Mott series of 
lectures will be delivered at the Assembly on the theme "Grace and the 
Apostleship". 


Three special consultations will be held immediately before the assembly 
dealing with population growth and planned parenthood; Asian missionaries; 
and the Asian churches and confessionalisn. 


Dr. D.T. Niles, Jaffna, Ceylon, EBACC general secretary, commented that 
the period since the organization's First Assembly, held in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaya, in 1959, was mainly concerned with discussions and programmes related 
to missionary and inter-church concerns. 


. These concerns will continue and grow, he said, "but it seems that God 
. is leading us in such a way that in the period following: the Second Assembly 
- the central emphasis must be on the work of the laity". : 


In other actions the Working Committee; 


- Issued a statement welcoming the news of the ceasefire by China in 
‘the India-China conflict and said it "trusts that the withdrawal of the Chin- 
ese forces will be of such a nature as to create conditions favourable to a 
‘negotiated settlement". It also issued a prayer to be used in HACC member. 
churches "at this time of crisis in the relations of India and China". 


- Gave general approval to plans made by the BACC Youth Committee for an 
All-Asian Christian Youth conference for about 200 participants, scheduled 
about January, 1965. 


- Recommended that the HACC Inter-Church Aid secretariat be continued 
after the Second Assembly on a full-time basis and be located in Hong Kong. 
Present HACC secretary for Inter-Church Aid, the Rev. Alan A. Brash, who is 
also general secretary of the National Christian Council of New Zealand, 
carries the job on a half-time basis, 


. - Approved the 1963 allocations totalling $20,000 from the Least Coin 
Fellowship Fund. EPS, Geneva 


HUNGARIAN PROTESTANTS EXPRESS 
““RELIEF" AS WAR THREAT EASES 


(Vienna) - The Hungarian Ecumenical Council has issued a statement on the 
Cuban situation in which it voiced relief that the danger of war created by 
"an irresponsible policy" had been averted by a sense of responsibility for 
‘mankind, : 


hand in hand with the capacity to organize goes an appalling tendency..to 


"7 
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The statement urged US Protestants to do everything in their power "so : 


that their people and government night be guided in their decisions by sober 
judgment and a sense of responsibility". 


It said that meanwhile it welcomed the warning voices raised by numerous 
American churchmen and international church organizations in the wake of the 
Cuban crisis. BPS, Geneva 


US CHURCHMEN REVIEW IMPLICATIONS 
OF RAPID ECONOMIC CHANGES 


(Pittsburgh) - The ethical implications of rapid economic change in the 
United States were the focus of attention of some 500 of the nation's top 
industrialists, labour leaders, educators, and churchmen meeting here last 
weck for the Fourth National Study Conference on the Church and. Economical 
Life sponsored by the National Council of Churches. 


A report adopted with only two dissenting votes said that if Christians 
do not find ways to preserve human values in the midst of rapid economic and 
technical changes, the consequences may be "no less than tragic.. 


"Next to the question of survival, war, and peace", the report said, j 
"the central question which this generation must answer is whether, in the 
process of adjustment to rapid technological and economic change, the human 
values for which the Christian religion stands cannot only be preserved, but 
made more pervasive than in any previous period in the long history of man." 


Barlier, Dr. Peter Drucker, an economist, warned the conference that 
Christians must be made "to realize that hand in hand with phenomenal econ- 
omic success in the world today goes a frightening moral numbness, and that 


Oe 


relegate the individual to the role of a figure in a statistical probability 
distribution’. 

Conference study topics included the impact of economic change on the 
family, community, and consumer; the impact of technological change on 


employment and labour-management relations; and problems of US and world 
economics. EPS, Geneva 


SINCERITY.OF PARENTS SHOULD BE 
CRITERION FOR BAPTISM, VICAR SAYS 


(Dover) - Another Anglican clergyman has urged that the church refuse 
baptism to children whose parents "do not take God or the Church seriously". 


The Rev. Ewart Roberts, vicar of St. Mary's, Dover,. and Rural Dean of 
Dover, writing in the November issue of his parish magazine said he hopes 
the Church of England will promote legislation which would allow priests to 
refuse to baptize children until they are satisfied about the sincerity. of 
the faith of their parents and godparents. | 


Similar suggestions have been made by Anglicans in other parts of the 
world. EPS, Geneva 


“ 
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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CARAVAN 
MAKING FIVE-WEEK KENYA TOUR 


(Nairobi) ~ An international ecumenical youth caravan is making a five-week 
tour of Kenya under auspices of the Commission of Ecumenical Mission and 
Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA. 


A fifteen-member group is Spending approximately one week in each of 
the communities it visits meeting with both non-Christians and Christians. 
Purpose of the tour, a Commission announcement Said, is three-fold: Bible 
study with emphasis on Christian reconciliation; community work projects; 

and social study concerning the mission of the Church. The group will also 
be fraternal delegates to the first All-Africa Christian Youth Assembly, 
December 28-January 7, at Nairobi. 


Director of the caravan is the Rev. Zadok Otieno, secretary of the Kenya 
Christian Council's Youth Department. Co-director is Mr. Sang Jung Park, 
secretary of the Youth Department of the National Christian Council of Korea. 
Members of the caravan come from the Netherlands, Burma, the USA, Nigeria, 

and’ Kenya. : EPS, Geneva 


COMMITTEE TO EVALUATE WORK 
OF DISCIPLES IN AFRICA 


(Indianapolis, Tne) ihe appointment of a five-member commission to eval- 
uate the work of the Christian Churches (Disciples of Christ) in Africa has 
been announced here. 


The commission was requested by the Department of Africa and Jatiaica -of 
the US churches! United Christian Missionary Society "to study, evaluate, 
and recommend the future course of the work in the Republic of the Congo'.. 


The commission will leave the United States in February and will spend 
approximately a month in Africa. 


Focus of the study will be the Congo's Equator Pravince, where... the 
Disciples-founded Church of Christ in the Congo has more than 120,000 
members. bas EPS, Geneva 


DR. VISSER 'T HOOFT SENDS SYMPATHY : 
MESSAGE ON DEATH OF FORMER DUTCH QUEEN 


(Geneva) - A telegram of sympathy on behalf of the World Council of Churches 
on the death of Princess Wilhelmina, formerly Queen Wilhelmina; of the Nether- 
lands, has been sent to Queen Juliana by Dr. W.A. Visser '+ Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches. ace 


The telegram expressed "profound gratitude for the life and Christian 
witness of Her Highness, your mother, who so vigorously aided the cause of 
unity of all Christians", 


Princess Wilhelmina had shown a deep and continuing interest in the 
ecumenical movement. On many occasions she sent messages to ecumenical 
meetings asking “the churches to press forward toward a fuller manifestation 

of: Christian unity, especially with regard to the matter of intercommunion. 
She had many times invited ecumenical leaders, particularly from the _ 
"younger churches", to the Palace, EPS, Geneva 


a 
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POPE'S INTERVENTION STOPS 

DISCUSSION OF REVELATION 

(Rome) - The Pope last week ordered discussion stopped on the controversial 
schema on the sources of revelation and a redrafting by a special commission 
of the basic document. (See BPS No, 43). 

The action had the effect of reversing the result of the controversial 
vote in which 1,368 of the Council fathers had voted to shelve the document 
while 821 favoured continued debate. Because the 1,368 did not constitute 
the required two-thirds majority, it was not carried. 

The Pope ordered that the draft be reconsidered by a joint committee of a 
several cardinals, some members of the Theological Commission that produced 
the draft, and a number of members of the Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity, whose help the Theological Commission previously had 
rejected. | 

The joint committee will be chaired by Cardinal Ottaviani, who chaired 
the Preparatory Theological Commission which prepared. the rejected schema, 
and by Augustin Cardinal Bea, secretary of the Secretariat for the Promation 
of Christian Unity. | 


An official Vatican announcement said the new committee's job will be | 
to redraft the project, making it shorter, and placing greater emphasis on 
the general ‘principles of Roman Catholic doctrine. The new draft will be 
submitted in "due course" for consideration by the Council. 


The action has been the subject of widespread press comments. 


The Times of London described the Pope's action as "an effort to read- 
just the balance between the rival schools of theology within the Council". 
It commented that "the presence of representatives of Cardinal Bea's secre- 
tariat for Christian Unity suggests that the guestion of Rome's future rela- 
tions with non-Catholic Christian churches has been taken seriously into 
consideration". 


The New York Times said that presumably the Pope acted because he felt 
that "it was futile to continue argument over a document that so many pre- 
lates viewed with misgivings". 


Le Monde of Paris commented that the Pope intervened "in order to get 
the Council out of an awkward dilemma". It said "the importance of the 
Pope!s decision cannot be overemphasized. . .It represents not only a turn- 
ing point in the official theology ef the church, but in a certain sense the 
end of the counter-Reformation era. By acknowledging the right of a theology 
centred in the biblical tradition, and by integrating the findings of con- 
temporary exegesis into its doctrine, the church is freeing itself from an 
attitude of self-defence against the movement of the Reformation which goes 
back to the Council of Trent, and is entering an era of dialogue and perhaps | 
of convergence with Protestants who, on their part, are endeavouring to 
deepen and to purify their own heritage". 


La Croix said that the Pope's action had resulted in "a new atmosphere 
in the Council. These painful days will not have been in vain", it commen- 
ted, ‘because they have shown up the retrogressive and anti-ecumenical 
character of a clan which is really hostile to the aggiornamento of the 
church which is the Pope's aim. The situation is clearer now. It will 
remain so if the Council continues in the future to show vigilance. and firm- 
ness, as everything leadsone to suppose it Wid ds . 
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KIPA, the Roman Catholic international press agency which has headquarters 
in Fribourg, Switzerland, said the action represents "a compromise solution 
which enables the Council to continue quietly and without disturbance for the 
time being". | Lo ae Ae 


Father P. Wolfgang Seibel, S.J., writing in KIPA said that many of the 
objections to the schema as originally presented were concerned with its 
lack of “pastoral tone. It dealt not so much with the problems and questions 
of Christians as with the problems of professional theology and discussed 
them in the abstract language of a purely scholastic theology. It contained 
a large number of almost exclusively negative formulations in which it 
rejected doctrines which are either not held today at all, or which are the 
object of theological discussion. . ." 


Purther, he commented, the schema made "decisions about questions which 
are still being disputed within the church. . .and on which there is no 
united opinion. . .It reflected the view of one theological school in such 
a biased way that many of the Council fathers had the impression it was an 
attempt to impose a certain line. . ," 


But, he said, the most serious criticism levelled against the schema 
was that it was not “ecumenical in attitude" and that "its pronouncements 
about Holy Scripture, tradition and the doctrinal authority of the church 
would have made it extremely difficult, if not impossible, to have further 
conversation with Protestant Christians. . .for many years to come'', 


Following the action of the Pope the Council fathers turned their atten- 
tion for four days to a draft dealing with church use of the communication 
media, including press, radio, television, cinema, and theatre. An announce- 
ment said most of the speeches favoured the document as presented, and 
praised it for its."pastoral’ tones. 


The draft proposed, among other things, the establishment of an inter- 
national Catholic news agency, and the institution of a special office in 
the Holy See or the enlargement of the already exisiting Pontifical Commis- 
Sion for cinema, radio, and television. The Council voted nearly unanimous- 
ly to submit the draft constitution to the appropriate commissions which will 
incorporate suggested amendments and then bring it back for a final vote. 


Discussion next moved to consideration of the schema dealing with the 
unity of the church, prepared by the Commission on the Oriental Churches. 


This schema which deals exclusively with relations with Orthodox churches 
is one of three papers concerning relations with other churches. The others 
are the project prepared by the Secretariat for Christian Unity dealing with 
all the "separated brethren" and a chapter on ecumenism in the schema on the 
Church prepared by the Theological Commission, both of which will be presen- _ 
ted later. 


Some Council fathers, according to KIPA, have suggested that the three 
commissions concerned meet together and produce a combined text. 


Amleto Cardinal Cicognani, Vatican Secretary of State and president of 
the commission bringing the draft dealing with the Eastern Orthodox to the 
floor, said it contained "an expression of the solicitude of the Catholic 
Church for restoring union with the separated brethren of the Fast". 


Other news-making events of the Council last week included: 
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- Announcement that the second. session, orginally scheduled May 12, 
will not start until: September 8. . The present session ends December 8. The 


announcement said the action was taken at the request of many Council fathers. 


- A report by The New York Times that many of the Council fathers want 
the Pope to set up a special secretariat to study problems of over-popula- 
tion. Quoting what it referred to as 'tanformed sources", the paper said 
that a group of prelates at the Council are at work on a petition which 
suggests study of such mattersas underdevelopment in nations, insufficient 
food, the spreading of the Gospel among the poor, and world peace. 

| | EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT OBSERVER GIVES | 
IMPRESSIONS OF VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome ) - A Protestant observer at the Vatican Council has outlined what he 
feels is a major block in the path of unity between Roman Catholics and 
Protestants. cute 


In the first press conference held by one of the 40-odd observers since 
the start of. the Council, Dr. Oscar Cullmann of the Universities of Basel 
and ‘Paris, said .that "what separates us is not the positive elements of our 
respective faiths, but precisely what we feel Catholicism has in excess and 
what Catholics feel we are feckenes ss , tie 


He said there would be hope for progress when "our Catholic brethren 
no longer consider ina purely negative way this 'lack! as a deficit or an 
-arbitarily confined attitude, put as an inspired concentration". 


Dr. Cullman said all efforts in liturgy and theology within the Council 
that tended toward this type of concentrated worship were "received with 
joy py che observers, while efforts in the opposite direction were 
"regretted". 


Dr. Cullman said that the churches represented by observers at the. 
Vatican represent diversity, but in this diversity they form a unity within 
the organization of the World Council of Churches. This fact 28, Tull of 
promise and the Vatican Council must recognize its importance. - . 


Dr. Cullman praised the “ecumenical concern" of the Council, which he 
said is evident in the existence of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, the 
presence of the observers, and the confidence with which they have been 
received. 


He said he still could not get over the fact that he was actually sit- 


ting in on working sessions. "I am still surprised when I hear the extant 
omnes asking those who have no right to be there to leave and do not have 


to. get out", he said. BPS, Geneva 


VATICAN SECRETARIAT AFFIRMS 
NECUMENICAL ATTITUDE" OF OBSERVERS 


(Rome) - The Vatican Secretariatfor Christian Unity has issued a brief state- 
ment expressly disassociating itself from reports which question "the 
religious or ecumenical attitude" of the non-Roman Catholic fraternal-dele- 
gates to the Second Vatican Council. 
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Observers believe the statement was prompted by a statement attributed 
to the Bishops-in-exile of the Byzantine Ukrainian Rite in which they 
criticized the attendance of Russian Orthodox observers at the Council. 


Read at a press conference by Msgr. Willebrands, of the Secretariat 
for Christian Unity, the Vatican statement said that “all (the observers) 
without exception have manifested a Sincerely religious and ecumenical 
Spirit. The Secretariat therefore expresses its regret concerning all state- 
ments which are not in accordance with the Spirit in which such friendly 
contacts have been established. The Secretariat ig bound to dissociate it- 
self from such statements." 


Meanwhile, Archimandrite Vladimir Kotliarov, one of the two observers 
of the Russian Orthodox Church, told a correspondent of the Soviet news 
agency Nowosti that he and his colleague had been given a warm welcome by 
the Pope and Council fathers. "They manifested their love for our church 
and our Patriarch and also their friendship toward our people, and their. 
respect for the Russian people's struggle for peace", he said, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Risto Lehtonen of Helsinki, general secretary of the Finnish Student 
Christian Movement, has been named North America secretary of the World 
Student Christian Federation (WSCF), it has been announced at Federation 
headquarters in Geneva. A Seminarian, he is expected to be ordained a 
minister of the Finnish Lutheran Church before going to the US to assume 
his new post in March. His office will be in New Haven, Conn. (USA), 


* * * 


Commendations have been presented in Dae Duk, Korea, by South Korea 
officials to representatives of Korea Church World Service (KCWS) for the 
agency's assistance in a project which has successfully reclaimed 3,000 
acres of farm land from the Yellow Sea. KCWS, a Korea material aid agency, 
which carries out projects sponsored by Church World Service of the National 
Council of Churches (USA), Lutheran World Relief, the World Council of 
Churches, and Christian groups of other countries, has been providing food 


and clothing to refugees working on the massive project. 


Ta bos ale ira 


The chapel of the Scottish churches! Nouse located in Dunblane, Perth- 
shire, was dedicated at a service last weck by the Rev. Kenneth Slack, 
general secretary of the British Council of Churches. The House, which is a 
centre for ecumenical conferences, study groups, and PaLreCavs, 1a Orne ly 
owned by the eight Christian bodies in Scotland - the Church of Scotland, 
the Episcopal Church in Scotland, the Baptist, Congregational, and Methodist 
churches, the Churches of Christ, the Salvation Army, and the United Free 
Church. The chapel was reconstructed from a room in one of the centuries- 
old houses near Dunblane Cathedral, and initial work was done by a World 
Council of Churches-sponsored ecumenical youth work camp held there two 
years ago. 


ane * 


The Swiss Protestant churches!campaign "Bread for the World" had 
raised Swiss francs 12,427,675 ($290,366) by mid-November. 
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The missionary societies affiliated to the Swiss Evangelical Missionary 
Council are looking for 13 doctors, either men or women, to serve in Africa 
and Asia. Ghana needs two. doctors with experience in surgery and gynaecol- 
ogy for hospitals run by the Presbyterian Church there in association with 
the Basel Mission. A chief doctor is also needed, with experience in 
surgery and gynaecology, for a hospital under construction in the Cameroun. 
Doctors also are needed in Lourengo Marques, Chicumbane, Gaboon, India, and 
the Union of South Africa. 


Pach kite! i 


All Roman Catholics responsible for the exile by Haiti of French-born 
Bishop Paul. Robert of Les Gonaives have been excommunicated, the semi- 
official Vatican newspaper L'Osservatore Romano said in Rome. It called 
the expulsion of Bishop Robert and three other French-born priests of his 
diocese "a deplorable and preoccupying act". | 50 far as could be determined 
from the Haitian government's stated reasons, no grounds exist for the 
expulsions, the newspaper said. The bishop’ had been charged with organizing 
or tolerating the pillaging of Nerchecological and folklore treasures" of 
his diocese in a drive against voodoo rites (primitive magic) and conducting 
a campaign of "defamation" against dictator-President Frangois Duvalier. 
President Duvalier and other officials of his regime were excommunicated 
following the expulsion in November, 1960, of French-born Archbishop Frangois 
Poirier of Port-au-Prince. ‘i 

Ms * * 

Ministers of the Southern. Provincial Synod of the Moravian Church in 
America have received wider latitude in the remarriage of divorced persons 
in a report approved by the denomination's meeting in Winston-Salem, N.C. | 
Previously, Moravian ministers had been limited to performing marriages only J 
for innocent partics in. a divorce caused by infidelity. Now local ministers 
may interpret the merits of each application for remarriage within the 
Moravian Church, 

¥ & 


Dr. Joost de Blank, Anglican Archbishop of Capetown, has arrived ia 
Johannesburg from London after spending eight weeks in England recuperating 
fron a cerebral thrombosis brought about by fatigue and strain. Upon arrival 
at Johannesburg airport, Dr. de Blank said he would resume his duties immed- 
iately. 


¥ * * 

The parish hall of the Anglican church at Brinsworth, near Rotherhan, 
Yorkshire, England, is being used for services by the local Roman Catholic 
Ghurch. The arrangement was made because of the great distance to the 
nearest Roman Catholic church, | 


* * * 


The Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church (USA) has urged prayers 
for Pope John XXIII and the Vatican Council. The bishops "commended the 
brotherly spirit manifested in so many ways by Pope John XXIII", adding 
that "we trust the Pope!s example may be followed in dioceses of all churche 
throughout the world". 


Ce on Fro 


No. 44 - 30th November, 1962 . 15 


Sixty-five women from many churches, all of thom holding leadership 
positions in their own church, are attending the Second Conference of 
Christian Women in Asia at Petchburi, Thailand. The conference was organized 
by the East Asia Christian Conference. A similar conference was held in 
1958 in Hong Kong. EPS, Geneva 


NOTE TO READERS: The October 19 issue of EPS carried a brief story con- 
cerning certain leaders of the Armenian church dealing with: 1) a series 
of foreign language broadcasts launched by Moscow Radio urging members of 
the church living abroad to return to Soviet Armenia; and 2) the report 
that Catholicos Vasken I of Etchmizdzin in Soviet Armenia, head of the 
Armenian Church, had a 'long talk! with Archbishop Sion Manoogian of New 
York, Primate of the Diocese of America of the Armenian Orthodox Church of 
North America. 


These two statements, although factually correct, are totally unrelated. 
Archbishop Sion knows of no movement for the repatriation of anyone from his 
diocese, and has had no discussion concerning repatriation with the Catho- 
licos or anyone else. EPS regrets any difficulties or misunderstandings 
which may have been caused by the juxtaposition of the two unrelated state- 
ments. 
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DICARWS WILL SEEK MORE THAN $8 MILLION 
FOR CHURCH PROJECTS IN 1963 


(Geneva) - Projects for which more than $8 million is being sought by 

churches around the world were authorized for listing by the World Council 

/of Churches! Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (DICARWS) 
when its Divisional Committee met here recently. 


Of this total, nearly $3 million is for projects submitted by churches 
in.Africa, The rest of these askings are for church enterprises in Asia, 
Europe, Latin America, and the Near Bast and Orthodox countries. 


It was again emphasized that the listing and circulating of projects by 
the Division's staff to the cooperating churches does not guarantee that they 
‘will.be supported. 


.. The Divisional Committee also authorized the Director of DICARWS, Dr. 
‘Leslie BE. Cooke, to seek $1,359,800 for its 1963 Service Programme budget, 
including: the budget of its Service to Refugees, and that he should try to 
raise, together with the other constituent’ bodies. of CCSA, ss ‘ 
$1,200,000 to underwrite the 1963 budget of the Christian Committee for 
service in Algeria. 


Dr. Cooke reported to the Divisional Committee that during the current 
year an emergency appeal for $650,000 to help a church programme for rehabil- 
itating refugees from Rwanda-Urundi had brought a response. of only $126,000. 
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"This is a lot of money but it is far short of the amount asked for", 
Dr. Cooke said. 


The Divisional Committee spent much time considering the needs of the 
new countries in Africa and how the churches can best meet these. Although 
"ceilings" have been set for "regular" project askings in Asia and elsewhere, 
this has not yet been possible for Africa, but such a "ceiling" for Africa 
is now to be constructed. 


It was pointed out that the new African countries have a tremendous 
need for secondary and adult education, agricultural development, Christian 
periodicals, and services-to foster community life. Speakers urged that a 
new technique should be worked out for meeting these massive needs and that 
the mere fact of listing projects was not enough. EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH LEADER OPPOSES 
"UNION AT ANY PRICE" 


(Atlanta, Ga,) ~ Church union at any price, achieved on the basis of a ‘least 
common denominator", would be "a curse and not a blessing", the president 
of the United Church of Christ, itself a product of unions, said here, 


Dr. Ben Mohr.Herbster, of New York City, addressed Southern ministers 
meeting. in a retreat at Atlanta's Interdenominational Theological Centre. 
The group included pastors of Congregational Christian and Evangelical and 
Reformed churches. which merged in.1961 to.form the United Church of Christ. 


In unity discussions currently going on among the United Church and the 
Methodist, United Presbyterian, and Protestant Episcopal churches, Dr. 
Herbster said, “ne-agreements will-be entered into-by any of us -that mean-a 
surrender of the truth for which our fathers fought and died.. 


"Unity bought at the price of slowing up or surrendering the mission 
of the Church is bought at too dear a price", he added. 


{ 
| 
However, Dr. Herbster emphasized his belief that the drive for Christian | 
unity is based on deeper. considerations than practical necessity, "It is the | 
‘will of Christ: that His Church be.one, end that the Church ronfront: the ‘world ] 

as one". : ; 


In unity, the Christian churches "can carry on their missions more 
faithfully and zealously and with more energy than ever before", he said. 
From the practical point of view, however, competition between churches hold- 
ing approximately the same beliefs is "silly and pointless", Dr. Herbster 
declared. 


He charged that in big cities "both Protestantism and Catholicism, with 
shining exceptions, have lost the people" and "unless we are. able to recap- 
ture these areas for Jesus Christ,. the whole life. of America is threatened". 


The "useless duplication of churches" in small towns and villages is to 
be deplored, he said. Some of these areas "are the most unchurched places 
in America, not because’ they have too few churches but because they have. too 
many, all of them weak and struggling". ates EPS, Geneva 


PRIEST NAMED PRESIDENT 
‘OF CHURCH-RELATED COLLEGES! CONFERENCE 


(Dallas, Tex.) - A Roman Catholic priest was elected here as president of 
the Conference of Church-Related Colleges in the South. 


No. 45 - 7th December, 1962 hath Ua be Alacer aE Bs ES SS 


Father Brian J. Egan, 37,;. president of St. Bernard College, Cullman, 
Ala., was elected at the Conference's annual meeting. He succeeds the-Reév. 
John R. Mumaw, president of Eastern Mennonite College, Harrisonburg, Va., 


On the same day, Father Egan was named president of the Alabama Assoc- 
lation of Independent Schools. 


Other officers elected by the Conference of Church-Related Colleges” 
were Harl Hunt, of Emory and.Henry College (Methodist), Emory, Va.e, vice- 
president; and Leslie Wright of Howard. College (Southern Baptist) in 


Birmingham, Ala, secretary, HPS, Geneva 


CHURCHES GIVE Two 
MOBILE CLINICS FOR ALGERIA 


(Geneva) ~ Two fully equipped $40,000 mobile clinics destined for work in 
Algeria were dedicated here this afternoon in the name of the World Council 
of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. — Be 


In addition, the Lutheran World Federation presented a gift of $100,000 
for the churches! welfare work in Algeria. 


The clinics will be used in the work of the Christian Committee for 
Service in Algeria (COSA), an ecumenical agency of 17 Christian organizations 
and churches representing several nationalities joined together in a common 


effort to help Algeria in its task of nation-building and of caring for more 


than 1,000,000 people currently "in total need", 


The .clinic presented through the World Council of Churches! Division of 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service, is the gift of German Protes- 
tants through their "Bread for the World" campaign. ya) 


The one given through the Lutheran World Federation is also a Fe (Oh ge eo 
German Protestants from. funds raised in the same campaign, and of Swedish 
Lutherans. ik 


The clinics, which include two rooms furnished with extensive modern — 
equipment for diagnosis, laboratory testing, medical treatment, and surgery, 
will be manned by Dutch doctors, and nurses from the Netherlands, Sweden, 
and Switzerland. fe 


Dr. W.A. Visser !t Hooft, World Council of Churches! general secretary, | 
Speaking at the ceremony said the clinics would "bring the light of health ~*~ 
into the darkness of physical suffering". Ri ak f 


He noted that the project has "the indispensable support of the govern- 
ment of the Republic of Algeria". ; ! 


The Christian Committee for Service in Algeria has accepted responsibi- 
lity for the welfare of 2,000,000 persons living in the Constantine and 
Batna departments in Algeria, 


The World Council of Churches is currently seeking to raise $1,200,000 _ 
for the Committee's programme in 1963 and is also seeking food ‘supplies, 
650,000 blankets, and 1,300 tons. of clothing. for immediate distribution.. 


EPS, Geneva 


CHURCH WORLD SERVICE FLIES 
10,000 BLANKETS TO ALGERIA 


(Boston) - The first 10,000 blankets of a Church World Service emergency 
shipment of some 650,000 to needy Algerians were airlifted from here follow- 
ing a dedication service by Methodist Bishop James K. Mathews of Boston. 
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This follows an airlift of 20,000 blankets from the United Kingdom 
carried out jointly by the Lutheran World Federation and the British Council 
of Churches. (Sce EPS No. 43). 3 


The USA airlift was the first response to an appeal by CWS to Pente- 
costal and Orthodox bodies affiliated with the National Council of Churches. 
CWS is the NCC's material aid agency. 


An emergency $25,000 fund from The Methodist Church enabled the purchase 
of the 10,000 blankets - half from North Oxford, Mass., and the remainder 
from St. Louis, Mo. ' 


CWS made its appeal following a report from Algeria that some L, 400,000 
Algerians in the Batna and Constantine areas faced possible death from cold 
this winter, 


Both the World Council of Churches and CWS have assumed responsibility 
for the Batna and Constantine areas through the Christian Committee for 
Service in Algeria (CCSA), a cooperative organization of Protestant voluntary 
agencies for Algerian-relief. EPS, Geneva 


"JOINT ACTION" IN MISSION 
ADVOCATED FOR "OLDER' CHURCHES 


(Buck Hill Falls) - The present day was cited as a turning-point in mission 
history by the three major speakers at the annual meeting of the Lutheran 
Foreign Missions Conference of North America. 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin,. director of the World Council of Churches! 
Division of World Mission and Evangelism, called for joint action by the 
churches, and for recognition of the entire world as a mission field. 


Calling for "re-thinking" and casting away of the ideas of nineteenth 
century colonialism, Bishop Newbigin said, "the image that the word 'mission! 
evokes is that of the white man going to Africa, Asia, or Latin America - 
we don't see those deeply committed Christians from Jamaica going to work 
in the pagan slums of Manchester and Birmingham". 


Common planning and less emphasis on sustenance of the "confessional" : 
boundaries in mission activity are made mandatory, Bishop Newbigin maintained, | 
by the increasing urbanization of the world, the heightening demand for educa . 
tional facilities, the impact laymen are making in overseas areas and the 
urgent need for mission effort in the many unevangelized areas of the world, ; 

"For every one person who goes overseas as a missionary", he said, | 
"100 go in some other-capacity. Potentially, the question of the future | 
evangelization of the world rests much more on the 100 than on the one. A 

. | BPS, Geneva 


TOO FEW WOMEN IN FULL-TIME 
CHURCH WORK, SAYS ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 


(York, England) - "Far too few women are devoting their gifts full-time to 
the work of the Church", writes the Archbishop of York in his current dio- 
cesan leaflet. 


: 
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"This is not to under-estimate the great contribution of the members of 
women's religious communities, of Church Army Sisters, of deaconesses, and 
so on", Dr. Coggan continues. "It is simply to draw attention to the fact 
that many who might well be trained for this work are, in fact, seeking 
their life-work elsewhere. . We are losing out." © : 


The archbishop suggests immediate attention Should be given to the pay- 
ment and pensions ‘of women church workers, and adds: "It is a spurious 
spirituality which says that these material things do not matter. They do. 
There is an ethic of finance which must be attended to. Why should a compe- 
‘tent, fully-trained woman worker reecive less than a man with similar 
qualifications? Wk 


rey "A woman worker in a parish should be accorded the courtesies which 
belong to the curate. She should be expected to robe, and should be given 
&@ proper seat in the services of the Church. She should have her rightful 
place at ruridecanal and diocesan gatherings: She should be allowed to do 

at least what a lay reader is allowed to do - and Should not lay readership 
be open to women who pass the samc examinations as do°the men? — 


"Attention should be given to the training of specialists for various 
kinds of work in the Church - in addition to parochial workers, I think, among 
a multitude of activities which call for a woman's gifts, of divinity spec- 
ialists in colleges and schools (with time in their programme for individual 
and group counselling); of lecturers in theological colleges (thére are able 
women theologians who could lecture at men's colleges, and why should women 
be trained, in all parts of their work, apart from men?); of women chaplains 
in the universities; of women chaplains in hospitals and factories; of 
women in charge of Bible study and discussion groups, especially for !fring- 
erat! ; ri. EPS, Geneva 


BURMA METHODISTS TAKE 
STEP TOWARD AUTONOMY 


(Rangoon) - A step that could possibly lead to the formation of a new auto- 
nomous Methodist church, similar to those in Brazil, Mexico, and Korea, but 
like them related fraternally to The Methodist Church in the United States, 
was:taken at the Burma Annual Conference. : re 


| _ By their unanimous vote, the Burma Conference members indicated their 
approval in principle of the formation of an autonomous Methodist church in 
“Burma to include both the Conference and the Burma Synod related to the 
British Methodist Church. * | | | 


For the autonomous church to come into being, however, a number of 
involved steps would have to be followed. First would be approval by the 
Burma Synod itself, which meets later this winter. The ensuing legal pro- 
cedures would culminate with a réquest to the General Conference and to the 
British Conference for the two Burma units to be declared independent and 
free to merge and form an autonomous church. 


The formation of 4n autonomous Methodist church in Burma (membership 
about 10,000) would mean a basic change in the relation of Burma Methodist: 
Conference to the Methodists of America. The Burma Conference is now a part 
of the South-east Asian Central Conference, which includes also Malaya, 
Singapore, Indonesia (Sumatra), and Sarawak (Borneo). Like all other Central 
Conferences, the South-east Asia Central Conference is organically related 
to the General Conference. EPS, Geneva 
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ANGLICAN SOCIETY OPPOSES 
OPEN COMMUNION 


(London) - Following requests from its members for guidance on the subject 

of intercommunion, the Church Union (a society of Church of England members 
who hold to the catholic tradition of the Church) has said in a statement: 
"The Church Union believes that the cause of unity is not advanced by open 
Communion services at which members of churches not in relations of communion 
with the Church of England are invited to receive Holy Communion. . ." 


The statement goes on to stress communion with the bishop as the accep- 
ted mark of unity in the early Church, and schism as a state of separation 
from the bishop. The communion together of separated Christians who then 
return to their separate churches does not involve a sufficient acknowledge- 
ment of the bishop, says the statement, to establish permanent communion. 


The fact of division within the Church of England over the question of 
intercommunion shows that, the statement says, mutual respect and understand- 
ing are called.itor,...,7o regard the Holy Communion as a means TO. UnLUy woul 
counter to catholic tradition. . 


In its concluding paragraph the statement urges joint worship within 
the context of different liturgical traditions, and maintains that "the joy 
of communion must wait upon the attainment of the unity which it properly 
reflects'sS ve EPS, Geneva 


FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION CALLS FOR 
‘WORLD: BROTHERHOOD SIGN 


(Nyack, N.Y.) - Observing the "inability of national governments to unite 
us formally in a union that would protect us from our own weapons", over 50 
world leaders have called through the Fellowship of Reconciliation for "an 
informal union that will demonstrate the shape of a world of brothers, at 
peace, concerned for one another!s well-being. . 


"The crisis in the Caribbean", the statement says, "demonstrates again . 
in dramatic fashion. that the failure of rationality at a single point can | 
plunge the world into total chaos. . . We believe we speak for the inter- | 
ests of all men everywhere when we call for an end to the process of deter- 
rence and counter-deterrence by both sides and all nations. . . No ideolog- 
ical or national interests are so important as to warrant the risk of ending 
ments existence on this planet, and the time is overdue for the common people 
of the world to say this to their governments. 


"We urge our fellow citizens of the world community to join us in 
communicating their demand for peace to their own governments and to the 
other governments as well. . . We invite all those individual human beings, 
of whatever national or political alliance, who yearn for a world organized 
for peace and the common good, to let us hear from them, so that the process 
of building the new world may be no longer delayed. 


"Now - today, demand of your own government by letter,. by demonstration 
and in every other way open to you, an end to the policy of threat and, 
counter-threat, force and counter-force. Demand the same thing of’ other 
governments and other peoples, if necessary by crossing physical boundaries 
to speak to your brothers on the other side." EPS, Geneva 
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"DISCIPLINARY POWERS" OF CHURCH 
URGED TO ERADICATE PREJUDICE 


(Chicago) ~ Use of church "disciplinary powers" to help eradicate racial 
prejudice and discrimination was urged at the National Lutheran Council's 
first conference on "The Church's Concern for a Diverse Society" here. 


Dr, N. Arne Bendtz, associate professor of world missions, Lutheran 
School of Theology, Rock Island, Ill., said that such use of discipline 
would mean that "any pastor who refused to accept a bona, fide member of: our 
diverse society into the @hurch because of discrimination would be removed 
from office, 


"And, furthermore", he said, "any congregation which for the same 
reason refused membership to any individual would be put under discipline 
by having its pastor removed until a change of heart took place," 


Attending the meeting, sponsored by the NLC's Division of American 
Missions, were about 135 churchmen representing the Lutheran Church of 
America, the American Lutheran Church, and the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 


A feature of the sessions was a panel discussion during which members 
_of minority groups told how it felt to be the victims of discrimination. 
Panel participants included a Negro, a Spanish-American, an American Indian, 
a Jew, an Oriental, a Southern white, and a migrant labourer, 


In addition to use of its disciplinary powers to wipe out discrimina- 
tion, Dr. Bendtz proposed that the Church turn the "spotlight of its preaching 
and education against all forms of perverse practice and misconceived: ideas 
about race", 


These ideas, he contended, "have been sneaking into its eee 
and into the society of which it is a part". 


The Church, Dr. Bendtz said, should "ameliorate tense situations and 
even change the legal code" through protests and authoritative statements 
that arouse public opinion. 


A final suggestion by Dr. Bendtz was the formation of a single organiza- 
tion to unite the forces wishing to promote integration and cooperation 
between society's segregated groups. EPS,. Geneva 


INACCURATE REPORT ABOUT MINISTERIAL 
RECRUITMENT IN USA DECRIED 


(New York) - Nine church leaders in the USA have Signed a protest against 
"incorrect and misleading" statements concerning recruitment for the ministry 
made in a recent issue of the mass circulation magazine, Saturday Evening 
Post. 


The protesters, who include Dr. Franklin C. Fry, president of the 
Lutheran Church in America and chairman of the World Council of Churches! 
Central Committee; the Rt. Rev. Arthur T. Lichtenberger, Presiding Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church; and Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president 
of New York's Union Theological Seminary, complain that a sub-heading to the 
article alleged that many Protestant and Roman Catholic pulpits lack full- 

time ministers, recruits are scarce, Protestant seminary enrolment dropped 
last year 5 per cent, and ordained clergy are resigning in unprecedented 
numbers, 
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They say that in the single year 1960-1, enrolments ‘in'all Protestant 
theological seminaries did decrease by approximately 5 per oent, but in the 
past two years they have increased by about. 3. 6 per cent. 


"There is no evidence whatever of unprecedented resignations from the 
Protestant ministry", the statement continucs. "On the contrary, the records 
of a number of church pension funds reveal no increase in such resignations. 


"Look of November -20 contains an article captioned: '!Help wanted:.." 
ministers, priests, and rabbis!, with the sub-headings: 'A crucial. talent: 


shortage plagues our churches! and 'Seminary enrolment lags while Meagan ree 
tions swell!'. This article conveys a similar distorted impression." 
EPS, Geneva 


PROTESTANT BROADCASTS SET UP 
FOR SPANISH-SPEAKING REFUGEES 


(Miami, Fla.) - Gaucho rhythms will soon accompany the Gospel in a new Dee 
testant radio approach to Cuban refugees and other Latin Americans © in ‘the 
aie areas 


The unusual method of reaching Spanish-speaking Christians ihe resulted 
from a joint project of the National Council of Churches and Miami's Protes- 
tant Latin American Emergency Committee. 


Preparations are nearing completion for a 13-week series re 15-minute 
broadcasts, Monday through Friday, to serve refugees and imnigrants. Plan- 
ners hope to capture the audience through use of popular and semi-classical 
Spanish music, a brief inspirational message, and announcement of services 
available at the various church-sponsored refugee centres. 


John Goller, veteran of commercial, educa ition, and religious proadcast~ 
ing, is the producer. Associate’director of the Department. of Radio and 
Television of the United. Presbyterian Church, he produced such shows as ~ 
Art Linkletter's and "Dr. Christian" over a bite of 24: years. 


fe Coordinating the work of 18 local refugee centres and 40 Spanish-langu- 
age churches in the project is Saulo Salvador, a Baptist apt whois’ / 
executive secretary of the Protestant Cubans in Exile. 


Arrangements also are being made for the broadcasts to be beamed to 
Caribbean areas. _. EPS, Geneva 


IONA'S 1,400TH ANNIVERSARY |. to 
WILL BE CELEBRATED ECUMENICALLY woos “. 


(Edinburgh) . «fhe 1 ,400th anniversary of the landing of St. Columba on the 
island of Iona and of his introduction of Christianity to Scotland will ~be 
celebrated next year as an ecumenical occasion, says Dr. George Macheod, 
leader of the Church of Scotland's Iona Community. A service ‘of Rctriengh 
will be open to Christians of all denominations on June 2. ine 


‘A whaler has been chartered to carry denominational leaders to the | 
island as part of the celebrations which will include a four-day retreat. | 
On June 16 Roman Catholic worshippers will hold an open-air service outside 
the restored ‘abbey on Iona. EPS, Geneva 


a 
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$975 MILLION CHURCH CONSTRUCTION 2 oe te 


(Washington, D.C.) - The year 1963 will be the fourth straight year in which 
church construction will total almost: one billion dollars, the US. Department 
-of Commerce predicted here in its annual construction forecast, 


Building activity has been tapering off a little in recent months, 
although continuing at the near-record pace which it has held since early 
in-1960, .The predicted level of church building activity for 1963 is 
$975,000,000. | ; | 


At present, 1962 building activity is projected at $990,000,000 = just 
one per cent short of the billion dollar mark predicted by government: 
officials a year ago. 


They feel that the present indication is for another drop of one and 
one-half per cent in 1963." Hence; their forecast is put at $975,000,000. 
, eee EPS, Geneva 


VATICAN COUNCIL 
AND THE EASTERN CHURCHES 


. (Geneva) - The Schema De ecclesia unitate - (that all may be one ), presented: 
to the Vatican Council by its Preparatory Commission for the Eastern Churches, 
expressly recognizes the validity of ordinations carried out in the Bastern 
Churches separated from Rome, reports KIPA, the Roman Catholic international 


press agency which has headquarters in Fribourg, Switzerland, 


The agency adds that the Schema confirms that, in the event of reunion 
with Rome, the Eastern Churches would retain their own way of life and their 
own rights "so long as these are not in conflict with the faith". 


La Croix says that the Schema is in three parts: l, Unity founded on 
Meter, 2ipPrayer, theology, liturgy, psychology, and practical methods as 
ways of promoting Christian unity; -and 3. The legal and practical norms of 
restoring unity. 


In its issue of November 28 La Croix commented: "In the eyes: of Eastern 
Christians, the Roman Church no longer presents the true visage of Catholicity. 
This Schema will help to promote the rapprochement between the Catholic Church 
and the Eastern Churches", 


On December 3 La Croix had this to say: "Although Catholics believe 
that the unity which Christ desired for his Church - according. to which: all 
who profess the same faith, practise the same form of worship, and are 
gathered under the same authority of the successor of Peter ~ is practised 
in the Catholic Church, no one could claim that this unity is fully realized, 


Facilitating Christian unity 

"It will therefore be the permanent concern of .the Council to do ‘its 
utmost to facilitate Christian unity, not by drawing up a formula which con- 
fines itself to the points of agreement. . .but by stressing those elements 
Which enable seekers, both groups and individuals, to find the true Church. 

of Christ - one, holy, catholic, and apostolic. | 

"Together with two other statements on ecumenism, the Schema will form 
a& Single document. . . Thus the theological question of ecumenism will be 
treated as a whole." 


af 


na "" ‘ 
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The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung has referred to what. it calls "lively 7 


criticisms" made by many of the Council fathers during the discussion of this 
‘Schema, passed by 2,058 votes to 36, and has commented: "Many speakers 
pointed out the weakness: that the Schema separated the question of the 
Eastern Churches from the great problem of unity, and that the question over- — 
lapped with the question of unity dealt with in other Schemata. } 
. 


"This objection is borne in mind in the decision to amalgamate the Schema 
with the statement prepared by the Secretariat for Christian Unity and with 
the first chapter of the Schema De ecclesia. . 


"Other critics maintained that some of the formulations contained in 
the Schema were too difficult and categorical. Nor did the Schema refer to 
the sins of omission committed by the Roman Church." i 


. . New opportunities for evangelism 
The Schema on the press, cinema, radio, television, and the theatre, 
approved by the Council by 2,138 votes to 15 but returned to the commission 
that had prepared it so that a shorter text can be worked out in the form 
of pastoral instructions, has brought these press comments:-— Ae 


Le Monde: "This Schema touches on the essential problem of the right 
to information, which involves a complete theology. of man and modern society. 


EE ee ee — ile 
an ——— ————— -~ 


'In spite of its inadequacies, this Schema. . .has one point in its 
favour: it-has insisted on the irreplaceable function of the laity in.evan- 
gelizing the world today. The press, the radio, and the cinema penetrate 
to places to which the priest will never have access." 


La Croix: "Many of the Council fathers, expressed regret that no laymen 
had taken direct part in the work of the secretariat for the cinema, radio, 
and television. » » As Msgr. Stourm said, a new order is being built up, 
thanks to the methods of communication which are breaking down. the barriers 
between the peoples and penetrating them. The Church has to choose whether 
or not to make use of these methods of communication. 


"In the view of Msgr. Charriére, modern publicity techniques open up 
tremendous possibilities for instruction. and education: they can be the 
servants of evangelisn. 


"Many bishops have expressed the need for the presence of lay Christians 
in every branch of the technique of disseminating information. . ewhich may 
be a very effective means of serving the welfare of humanity. Cardinal 
Spellman (USA) expressed the wish for still wider cooperation in this field 
between Catholics and non-Qatholics." : 


Concerning the decision to take the Schema on Mariology. together with 
the Schema De Ecclesia, the German weekly Christ und Welt comments: "This 
decision provides an opportunity to examine the theme of Mariology in its 
broader setting and thus avoid preliminary decisions which would be a hard 
test for the goodwill of non-Catholics. | 


- "dardinal Ottaviani's proposal (that the two Schema should be taken 
separately) had given many of the observers the impression that introducing 
the Schema on Mariology at this early stage represented a successful counter- 
attack by the Curia against the resolute group led by Cardinal Bea." 
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Danger of new dogmas 


Professor Hans Kting of the Catholic Faculty of Theology in Tubingen, 
Germany, has also commented: "During the discussion of the Schema relating 
to the Virgin Mary, it would be dangerous to envisage new dogmas concerning 
Mary, for these would present fresh obstacles to rapprochement with other 
Christians, and would deprive the Vatican Council of its ecumenical | 
character", 


On the amendments to the Schema on the Liturgy which the Council has 
voted, the Osservatore Romano wrote on November 28: "We were anxious. . . 
to present a text which, while favouring liturgical life, would make provision 
for the realization of unity. That is why the expression '!for the union of 
the separated brethren! has been replaced by the expression 'for the union 
of all who believe in Jesus Christ'!". 


Bishop Fred Corson, president of the World Methodist Council, who is an 
observer at the Vatican Council, has said that the Council has rendered a 
service to Protestantism ''because it concentrates attention on the need for 
purification, reform, and renewal in all the churches if Christianity is to 
be the way of salvation for our time". , ‘, EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


House arrest in which the person in question is, without conviction by 
a court of law, required for many years to confine hinself to his own home 
is a clear infringement of the Rule of Law, says the Hon. O.D. Schreiner, 
president of the South African Institute of Race Relations and a former. judge 
of the South African Supreme Court, in Race Relations News published by the 
“Institute, ete : 
*¥ * 


The reunion of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerke in South Africa has 
been welcomed in an editorial in the Cape Times which wrote: "All South 
Africans will regard last week's achievenent by the synod of 450 Nederduitse 
Gereformeerde members in Cape Town as monentous not only for the particular 
denomination concerned, but’ also for Christianity in the Republic and every- 
where else. By strengthening what is probably the most important branch of 
the Christian faith in our country, the unification of the Nederduitse Gere- 
formeerde Kerke has by: so much. strengthened: the Christian forces everywhere", 


* Ie Vn a 


Ronan Catholics in Liechtenstein (total population 15,500) raised more 
than $500 to help the Protestant minority community build a church, Comment- 
ing on the aid, the Swiss National News Agenoy said it was "clear proof of 
the solidarity between two confessions and a generous gesture by Catholics 
towards the Protestant minority". 


* * * 


‘ This year's "Bread for the World" campaign (the fourth) has opened in 
the hall of the Nuremberg Fair, with the Slogan, "The world is hungry". The 
campaign was begun in 1959 because of severe need in certain overseas coun- 
tries. The funds raised have been used to Support more than 300 projects, 
especially training schools for different occupations. The main purpose of 
the campaign is "to help people to help themselves". 


* * * 


_ 
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In Burundi, Central Africa, baptized Catholics have increased from ag 
2,865. fifty years ago to 1,291,000 last June 30, when they formed 57 per cent ] 
of the total population of 2,444,500, says FIDES, the international Roman 
Catholic news service. To the baptized Catholics should be added 123,000 
Catechumens. The other main religious groups now are 104,000 Protestants 
and 802,000 Animists. 


430 nated * 


The Management (executive )cConnittee of the United Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Germany has said it is opposed to the World Council of Churches! . 
statement on unilateral American action in the Cuba crisis. The World 
Council, the Management Committee said, can preserve the confidence it has 
enjoyed so far in political matters only if it guards against "purely forma- 
listic neutralism" and retains independence of judgment. 

* * * 


—— ae 


: 

The Council of the.Federation of Protestant Churches of Switzerland has . 
addressed an appeal to its member churches, urging them to do everything 
possible to awaken in their members a sense of responsibility when driving > } 
on the roads. The Council suggests that pastors should devote one sermon, 
and one lesson in religious instruction every year to the theme of respect | 
for human-life. 


As an expression of church.unity in Geneva Christians of different 
confessions whose places of worship are near the Cathedral have decided to 
get to know one another and help one another. They will begin by holding 
joint services for worship, exchange of information, and exchange of visits 
between Protestants belonging to the National Church and to the Free Church - 


Lutherans, Methodists, Old Catholics, and members of the Salvation Army. 
EPS, Geneva 


CORRECTION: An incorrect figure was given in a news iten !'In. Brief" in the 
Gan last issue of EPS (No. 44). This should have been $2,903,662 

and not $290,366. EPS regrets this error, | 

a- . The SASP newspaper enquiry, reported in the same issue, is for 
Afrvoa only.) SASP tea sub-committee of DICARWS and its members are appointe 
by the Central Committee of the WCC. 
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BAST ASIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE SPONSORS CONSULTATION 
OF MEMBER CHURCHES IN NEW ZEALAND 


(Christchurch) ~ The first New Zealand inter-church consultation sponsored 
by the Bast Asia Christian Conference concluded here on November 30. 175 
official delegates from eight New Zealand communions had joined in common 
worship, discussion, and study of the "Mission of the New Zealand Churches" 
for four days, under a leadership provided entirely by the staff of the EACC. 
Bible studies and two addresses were given by the Rev. Dr. John Fleming of 
Singapore, secretary of the EACC committee on Life, Message, and Unity; five 
addresses and two worship periods were led by the Rev. Dr. D.T. Niles; four 
addresses and two worship periods by Mr. M.M. Thomas, both members of the 
EACC secretariat. All local arrangements were made and one address given by 
the Rev. Alan A. Brash, EACC staff member for Inter-Church Aid. 


"For the first time the New Zealand churches have sat at the feet of a 
team of Asian Christians", said the Rev. Robert Thornley, chairman of the New 
Zealand National Council of Churches and president of the New Zealand Method- 
ist Conferense, "and we believe that the Holy Spirit has so disturbed, judged, 
enlightened, and challenged us that we will never be the same again. We have 
always said in our speeches that we had much to learn through our neighbour 
churches in Asia, but we. know now how great our need to learn really is. 


"It is not so much that we have been told many things about the Asian 
churches", said the Rt. Rev. M.W. Wilson, Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, "but that we have seen the far horizons of the world in a different 
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sense. The discernment of the working of Christ in the secular world of our — 
time, over which He is Lord, the new calling to Christian participation and 
responsibility in that world in obedience to Him, the implications of such 
responsibility both for the unity and structure of the Church and for the 
calling of the laity - these are the major contributions that this consulta- 
tion has brought to us," 


The evening sessions of the consultation were open to the public, and 
the attendance over the four nights averaged 700. 


At the request of many delegates, Dr. D.T. Niles, in an additional 
session, reported on the church union negotiations in Ceylon and North India, 
"It appears to me", said Dr. Niles, "that the circumstances in New Zealand 
are such that real and rapid advance could be made here towards a genuinely 
united church - and it may be that New Zealand has in this way a very special 
calling to contribute both to the Western and to the Asian churches." 


Also attending the consultation were two representatives of the pas 
Missionary Council of Australia, three students from Asia studying in New 
Zealand theological colleges under the HACC free plase student exchange 
scheme, and an African educationalist from Rhodesia. The church delegations 
included six Maori ministers. - EPS, Geneva 


BAPTIST LEADER ‘ATTENDING VATICAN COUNCIL 

PROTESTS ALLIANCE DECISION . 

(Philadephia, Pa.) - Dr. Stanley I/Stuber, prominent American Baptist leader 
who has been attending the Second Vatican Council as a guest of the Secre- 


tariat for Promoting Christian Unity, criticized the Baptist World Alliance 
for not sending official delegate- observers to the Roman Catholic meeting. 


In an open letter to the executive committee of the Baptist world body, 
Dr. Stuber protested the committee's action at a meeting last August in 
Oslo, Norway, when it informed the Vatican that it could not accept an invi- 
tation to send delegate-observers. Although some members of the committee 
favoured sending observers, strong opposition caused a committee deadlock, 


Dr. Stuber, a former chairman of the Alliance's Commission on Religious 
Liberty, charged the committee with a "closing-the-door action" which is 
. "embarrassing to national Baptist denominations" and places "many Baptists 
in an entirely false light". 


He asked that the "unfortunate resolution be saaaeie off the records 
by the executive committee. ...and that the matter be reconsidered ae the 
various Baptist conventions around the world", 


Dr. Stuber, a former director of public relations for the American 
Baptist Convention, is now serving as executive director of the Missouri 
Council of Churches, EPS, Geneva 


BILLY GRAHAM PHILIPPINES CRUSADE 
IN PREPARATION 


(Manila) - The National Evangelistic Strategy Committee of the Philippines 
has announced plans to cooperate with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa- 
tion for a ea mass evangelism effort in March, 1963. 
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At a special opening meeting the Wannietes officially launched the All- 
Philippines Billy Graham Crusade. In attendance were the officers of the 
strategy committee, together with the chairmen of the twelve working crusade 
committees and delegates from the 26 denominations and organizations coopera- 
ting in this great effort to reach the Philippines with the Gospel. Keynote 
speaker Muri Thompson, New Zealand evangelist, issued a call to prayer if 
‘the crusades were to be a success, 


The invitation to the Graham Team to guide in a massive atl Raita 2 
evangelistic effort dates back to a one- -night rally conducted by Dr. Graham 
in Manila in 1956. Grusades are being scheduled not only in the metropolis 
of Manila with Graham preaching for eight consecutive nights, but also in 
the strategic cities of Cebu, Tloilo, and Davao, where "satellite crusades" 
will be conducted by Dr. Graham's associate evangelists. 


Following the recent pattern of "evangelism in depth", the committee 
is challenging cooperating churches throughout the land to establish a 
"elimate for evangelism" in the months prior to March by scheduling evangel- 
istic efforts in their own churches, EPS, Geneva 


‘\ 


BISHOP OF JOHANNESBURG 
CLARIFIES STAND 


(Johannesburg) - The Rt. Rev. Leslie E. Stradling, Anglican Bishop of Johan- 
nesburg, at the opening of“tfirst synod in the diocese said, "We are called 
here, not to make plans, but to find out what are God's plans for us". 


The Bishop opined that conditions, under which the Church had to work, 
had worsened during the past year. The Sabotage Act was one more step to- 
wards giving the State that ultimate power over the individual subject, which 
should belong to God alone, 


Referring to the many questions which had been asked concerning his own 
intentions in political matters, the Bishop added, "Every Christian who 
believes that Christ is the Lord of all life must necessarily believe that 
he is the Lord of politics and that politics - like business and education 
and every other sphere of human life - must come under the judgment of 
religion". 


The eee aefine d mie public « attitude on such matters as’ that of speak- 
ing on political and other ‘subjestswhen he was so moved, ea avoiding the 
alternatives of complete silence or outright political Thadovenie 

EPS, Geneva 


20 RUSSIAN CHURCH LEADERS 
‘PLAN 3- WEEK VISIT TO US 


(louisville, Ky.) - Plans for a group of 20 or more Russian church leaders 
to visit the United States for three weeks in February and March were announced 
here at a meeting of the General Board of the National Council of Churches. 


The. group is expected to include representatives of the Russian Orthodox 
‘Church, the Armenian Apostolic Church, the Union of Evangelical Christian 
Baptists .of the USSR, the Georgian Orthodox Church, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches of Estonia and Latvia, and the Trans-Carpathian Reformed Church. 
Names of.the representatives have not yet been announced. 
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The Russian churchmen will be repaying a visit by a delegation of 13 
American church leaders who returned from the USSR on September 13 after a 
three-week stay. ve 


Tentative plans call for the Russians to arrive in the US on February 27 
and to be guest observers at. the General Board meeting in Denver, Colorado, 
February 25-March' l, 


Dr. R.H. Edwin Espy, associate general secretary of the NCC, said it is 
hoped that the delegation can visit a number of other cities, possibly by 
dividing into small groups and going to different parts of the country. 


_ During the second half of the three-week period the visitors will meét 
with US churchmen to discuss such topics as parish life, ecumenical relations, 
peace, the relation of. the Gospel to society, and possible future exchanges 

of theological students and professors and religious literature between the 
two countries. These discussions probably will be held in New York although 
the specific sites have not yet been announced. EPS, Geneva 


METHODISTS PROTEST PORTUGUESE 
RESTRICTIONS ON MISSIONARIES 


(New York) - The Methodist Council of Bishops has sent a message to the 
Portuguese government strongly protesting against the "continued restrictions! 
which the church's executive body said were being imposed by government 
officials on the denomination 'gs missionaries in Angola and Mozambique. 


Approved by the Council at its recent meeting in St. Louis, Mo., the 
-message was not released until it had been received by the Portuguese ambass~= 
ador in Washington, D.C. 


Full text of the message follows: 


"The Council of Bishops of The Methodist Church (USA) expresses its 
concern over the refusal of the Portuguese government to grant a visa to 
Bishop Ralph E. Dodge of the Salisbury area to enter Mozambique and Angola 
to hold the Methodist conferencesfor which he is responsible and to carry . 
out the functions of his office. a Mh 

: ; 


"Purther, we deplore the continued restrictions imposed upon The Metho- | 
dist Church in its missionary outreach, both in Mozambique and Angola." . 
. EPS, Geneva 


GROWING ESTRANGEMENT 
OWING TO THE BERLIN WALL 


(Berlin) - Speaking to the synod of the Church of Saxony in Dresden, Bishop 
G. Noth expressed the fear that the wall dividing Berlin, with its.far-reach 
ing consequences for the whole life of the Protestant churches in Germany, 
is bound to lead to "increased estrangement and inability to understand one 
another even between people of the same faith". ae 


irk The Bishop's report stresses the fact that the measures taken by the 
State on August 13, 1961, have "complicated" considerably the work of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany and of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church. 
Since then it has been impossible for the leaders of these two churches to 
meet for joint consultation. If this has not yet affected the life of the 
"Landeskirchen" and their local congregations it is because the:people are 
living on "the exchange of experience and long years of cooperation in the 
past", 
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in the long run, however, the continuance of the present situation was 
bound to lead to growing estrangement between Protestants in Hastern and 
Western Germany. "All we can do as a church", said Bishop Noth, "is to keep 
-on urging the responsible statesmen to increase the facilities for people 
from the two zones of Germany to meet one another." ‘ HPS, Geneva 


LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS IN GENEVA 


(Geneva) - Twenty-one prominent Lutheran churchmen, from ten countries; 
attended the meetings of the Executive Committee of the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion in Geneva. The meetings which opened on December 10 were scheduled to 
end on December 15. Sixteen of the twenty members of the Executive Committee 
were present, plus five representatives of as many different Lutheran World 
Federation national committees. One absentee was Bishop Friederich-Wilhelnm 
Krummacher, head of the Evangelical Church of East Pomerania, East Germany, 
who was denied an exit permit by the East German authorities. 


Commenting on the Vatican Council, Dr. Kurt Schmidt-Clausen, executive 
secretary of the LWF, expressed the hope that "one day a genuine doctrinal 
discussion may become possible between Roman Catholics and Lutherans... 


"Despite all the reservations which we have in regard to the Roman 
Catholic Church", he said, "the improvement of relations between this church 
and ourselves, as expressed in the invitation and sending of observers to 
the Second Vatican Council, should fill us all with goy and thankfulness. 
Let us hope that the matter will not rest with this beginning, but that one 
day a genuine doctrinal discussion may become possible between the two 
churches concerning the commission laid upon us both to witness to the truth 
ar texts 


Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, president of the Lutheran World Federation, 
Speaking on the ecumenical initiatives taken by the Federation, said that 
"in at least three aspects" they had "shown the way which others had followed 
later" - in the initiation of inter-confessional research into modern Roman 
Catholicism, in the establishment of a radio station in Morten: ander then 
launching of a community development service for areas of need in the world. 
EPS, Geneva 


ISRAELI NATIONALITY DENIED 
CONVERTED JEW 


(Jerusalem) - The High Court of Justice in Jerusalem has refused to recognize 
that a Roman Catholic nionk of Jewish origin is a Jew. The monk, Brother 
Daniel de Lordére, is thus also denied Israeli nationality, which. he had 
sought under the "Law of Return". The ruling of the High Court may. be 
expressed as, "A converted Jew is no longer a Jew", 


The President of the Court stated, "What Brother Daniel is asking us to 
do. is to erase the historical and sanctified Significance of the term Jew 
and discard all the spiritual values for which we. have been killed daily at 
various periods during our long dispersion. . . Our history will lose its 
unbroken continuity". The "Law of Return" gives every Jew, who takes up 
residence in Israel, the right of Israeli nationality. 
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The judgment continued, "The term Jew in the 'Law of Return! has a 
different meaning from that term in the rabbinical court's jurisdiction law, 
The latter has a religious meaning. . . It is not so in the 'Law of Return'. 
This law is a secular law and its terms have to be interpreted according to the 
ordinary meaning. . . The question is what is the ordinary Jewish meaning 
of the term Jew, and does it include an apostate? The answer is in my view 
clear-cut: a Jew who embraced the Christian faith cannot be called a Jew," 


One of the five judges voiced a dissenting opinion, claiming that it 
was impossible to deny the applicant's claim to be recognized as a Jew. The 
judge denied that a simple governmental decision to the effect that apostasy 
meant the loss of status as a Jew was legal. . _ EPS, Geneva 


AMERICAN. RPISCOPAL CHURCH URGES 
RESETTLEMENT AID FOR CUBAN REFUGEES 


(San Antonio, Tex.) - An appeal for all church members to assist in the 
resettlement of Cuban refugees was issued by the National Council of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church at the close of a three-day meeting here. 


- The Council set a goal of $450,000 for Cuban refugee work to be raised 
within the next year. Contributions will be channelled through the Presiding 
Bishop!s Fund for World Relief. ; : 


Before taking this action, the Council heard reports on the refugee 
situation from three Cubans - a doctor, an Episcopal priest, and a business- 
man. . ‘3 
In a statement on the refugee problem, the Council noted that in November 
there were 154,000 registered refugees in Miami and 48,000 more who are in 
the process of being resettled in other parts of the country. Refugees | 
continue to find their way to Miami at the rate of about 1,000 a month, the 
statement said. q 


. 


The Episcopal Church in cooperation with the inter-religious "Rlights. 
in Freedom" programme had been responsible for resettling more than 2,500 
refugees. But more had to be done in giving those who have been resettled 
financial aid and in helping them find jobs and homes and adjust to their 
new surroundings. EPS, Geneva 


ECUMENICAL MEMORIAL SERVICES 
FOR PRINCESS WILHELMINA 


(Amsterdam) -' At the instigation of the Dutch Ecumenical Council, many 
churches in the Netherlands have held ecumenical services for Princess 
Wilhelmina, who died on November 28, thus commemorating the active participa- 
tion of the former Queen in the ecumenical movement before and after her 
abdication in 1948. 


A special service was also held in the Jewish Synagogue in Amsterdam, . 
at. which the Head Rabbi, A. Schuster, spoke of the complete freedom-and 
public respect enjoyed by the Jews in Holland during her reign. EPS, Geneva 
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CLOSE OF FIRST SESSION. 
OF VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - The closing ceremony of the First Session of the Second Vatican .” 
Council was held in St. Peter's Cathedral, Rome, on Saturday,’ December 8... 
After nearly two months! work the fathers of the Council - who number over 
2,000 - are returning to their dioceses. : 


In his closing address Pope John XXIII. described this first session as 
‘a’slow and solemn introduction to the great work of the Council, ‘but he 
thought a good beginning had been made. Noting that, with good reason, 
sharply divergent views had been expressed, he claimed that this fact had a 
providential place in the triumph of truth, since it showed. the world. the 
holy liberty enjoyed by the sons of God in the Church. The Pope expressed 
the hope that the next session of the Council might be able to function.more 
surely and speedily, so that the work might be concluded by Christmas 1963 - 
the fourth centenary year of the closing of the Council of Trent. 


Speaking in Latin, the Pope said, "God grant that the fruits. of the 
Council may be gathered by the members of the Catholic Church, but that they 
may also abound among our brethren.who bear the name of Christian, and among 
those innumerable people who do not yet share in the light of Christ but who 
glory in the ancient and admirable civilization of which they are heirs". 


The work of the Council continues, however. During the nine months! 
interval before the next meeting of the Council on September 8, 1963, the 
material (which has been summarized in twenty Schemata) will be re-examined 
by the different commissions, if possible shortened still further, and looked 
through for overlapping and repetition. Shortly before the present session 
closed it was announced that a new commission would be set up to coordinate 
and direct the work of the Council. mye 


This will be composed of several Cardinals and Bishops and will be 
presided over by the Cardinal Secretary of State, whose task it is to inform 
the Pontiff of what is being treated in the Council. The specific task of 
this new commission, which is to be carried out in agreement with the presi- 
dents of the Conciliar commissions, will be to coordinate the work of the 
commissions, to follow that work and examine with the presidents of the 
commissions everything that would tend to ensure that the Schemata conform 
to the aims of the Council. All this is aimed at facilitating and speeding 

, up the work still. tobe done. EPS, Geneva 


PRESS ASSESSMENTS 
OF THE COUNCIL TO DATE 


(Geneva) - A few days after the end of the First Session of the Vatican. 
Council, the press everywhere is trying to assess the results so.far attained. 
In a first comment the Catholic press AESUCy ys ERIPA . oy writes that the 
"great experience" of the Council is the realization that "the unity of the 
Church does not mean uniformity, but that there can be a wealth of different 

- even opposing - views within. the Church, without endangering the fellowship 
of .the one faith in the one Church". I+t can already be said today that the 
Second Vatican Council "has opened a new and promising chapter in the history 
of the Church''. ppd 


Commenting on the theological discussions at the Council, the Swiss 
Evangelical Press Service (EPD) writes that during the coming months Protes- 
tant theology must try to arrive at a clear attitude concerning the Protestant 

articles on "the Reformers' praise of Mary", to which the Roman Catholics » 
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often refer. It is also to be hoped, writes the EPD, that Evangelical theo- 
logy will "examine the controversial question of the Church, so that when the 
discussions are resumed it can state clearly on what points we could admit 
fixed, immovable positions taken by the Roman Catholic Church, and on what 
points the doors must remain open in the interest of future ecumenical | 
conversation". nee 


In the. view of the Neuve Ziircher Zeitung the main importance of the 
First Session lies "in something intangible, in thespreading of the ecumeni- 
cal spark lighted by the Pope". 


According to the Neue Zlircher Zeitung, "the Council's desire for reform 
is certainly genuine, and affects broad spheres of church life. During the 
course of the discussions", says the commentary, "increasing attention was 
paid to pastoral guidance and to ecumenism. If the desire for reform were 
to slacken again prematurely, or if the attempt at reform were to fail, the 
church would be threatened by unforeseeable dangers", concludes the Rome 
correspondent of the paper. 


Le Monde, the French independent daily, claims that it is-'no exaggera- 
tion to say that the Second Vatican Council marks the end of the counter- 
Reformation with its hardening of doctrine." It is bringing Roman Catholicism 
into dialogue with other confessions and with the world in general - an often 
painful, but always honourable, process, 


The correspondent of The Guardian (Manchester, England) refers to the 
‘fact that "the mood of the fathers is one of extraordinary optimism". He 
writes, "Administrators have been brought into close contact with scholars, 
Western bishops have learnt of the problems of those in Asia, Africa, and 
behind the Iron Curtain, They have all had their eyes opened to the real 
state of the Church throughout the world. For the first time many have come 
to understand the meaning of recent Biblical scholarship and liturgical 
reform. They are going home changed men." At the same time the correspon- 
dent is: much less positive about the Curia, which has been .shown to be.**owt 
of touch with the ideas of the majority of the heirarchy, and indeed of the 
Pope". obit ; 


ee 


The Times of London expresses the view "that the heartening spirit of 
the Pope's opening address had dominated the Council, though not with ease: 
the positive spirit has prevailed over the negative". Professing itself 
not surprised by the sharp differences of opinion which have become evident, 
the article stresses, "Strong differences are not the sane as disunity - in 
the long run they may forestall it by clearing tthe air". 


Although the first session has ended with "little tangible evidence of 
accomplishment", The New York Times stutes that the world "has gained a new 
picture" of the Roman Catholic Church. "Millions of Catholics have ‘discover- 
ed their church to be a vital institution actively eager for renewal and ~ 
reform. Non-Catholics are learning that their picture of a huge, monolithi 
authoritarian structure is not accurate", continues the article. 


The. power or the glory of the church 


' " Writing in La Croix of December 4, Father Wenger says: "Two trends are 
manifest concerning the church: one regards it as the Bride of Christ in 

power and glory; the other as weak and humiliated. The discussion on the 

Schema (of the church) has tended to represent the first trend. Some of the 
fathers even think that it has gone too far in this direction. The Bishop 
of Bruges referred to what he calls 'triumphalism'. In his view the Schema 
describes the church as a conqueror whose task is to capture the whole worl 
and force it to share its triumph. . . How can the chure1 make itself loved 
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in the new countries if it presents itself simply demanding the right to 
preach because it has received the order to take the Gospel to all nations?! 


He referred to the bishops in countries where the church is under con- 
straint who need to remind the Council of the suffering and humiliation of 
the church, which is as essential a part of its life as is its glory. The 
chureh has never been free from the Cross nor from persecution. Those who 
have themselves experienced this must long that the church's theology should 
include not only the joys of the Resurrection and of Pentecost, but also the 
sufferings of Good Friday. ete 


"During the session on Friday, Cardinal Lercaro stressed the fact that 
the church's action should be marked by poverty. Poverty is the sign of the 
Incarnation. The prophets who announced the Incarnation, the Virgin Mary 
who was its instrument, and Bethlehem where ittook place - were all marked 
by poverty. The world today is neglectin, the poverty of two-thirds of the 
human race. This Council cannot evade the question which hundreds of millions 
of poor people are asking the church. Tre church should, therefore, stress 
the doctrine of poverty in the church, emphasizing the dignity of poverty, 
and that God conceals His glory in the poor. 


The other Schemata should show the connection between Christ's presence 
ite poor and Nis action an the: Hucharist,and in the hierarchy. ...|. The 
use of material wealth in the church must be defined, so that the church is 
always able to say, like Peter and John: 'Silver and gold have I none, but 
such as I have, I give unto thee .! Many of the bishops really are poor; 
they should look poor too, lest they should prove a stumbling-block to the 
poor. There must be a real poverty among the priesthood,. real poverty 
among the religious congregations who have taken the vow of poverty. If the 
church is true, to poverty, it will. find light and will discover the best way 
of preaching the whole Gospel, the message of the God who, for love of us, 
though He was rich yet for our sakes became poor. .. The church does not 
take advantage of poverty. On the contrary, animated by the spirit of 
poverty in its ministers and institutions it militates for more justice and 
more welfare for the benefit of the poor," EPS, Geneva 


RECEPTION IN HONOUR 
OF OBSERVERS AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - At the close of the First Session of the Second Vatican Council, 
Cardinal Cigognana, Secretary of State, gave a reception in honour of the 
non-Roman Catholic observers at the Council. 


Speaking on behalf of all the observers, Dr. Lukas Vischer, of the 
World Council of Churches, said: "We should like to ask you to express our 
gratitude to His Holiness. From the very first day of the Council we have 
realized the importance which he attributes to the presence of observers 
from the churches separated from Rome. And during the past weeks we have 
constantly been surprised by repeated marks of special attention. This 
reception today is yet another ee Tea of the interest and friendship 
shown to us here... 


URor .al} of us the last two months have been exceedingly valuable ones, 
-and.we fully realize all that has happened during such a short time. We have 
really participated in the work of the Council, we have participated from 
within. We have had an extraordinary opportunity of meeting the representa- 
tives of your church. We have had free access to all the manifestations, and 
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and have realized again and again what a great effort has been made to under- 
stand our convictions, our particular character, our hopes and our difficul- 
ties. I am convinced that we have not merely establishéd contacts-we have 
formed real friendships. ... It is true, we have not overcome the diffiouzl- 
ties which exist. Our separation has not suddenly disappeared. On the 
contrary, perhaps it is only now when we try together to express anew our 
unity in Christ, that we realize the immensity of the task confronting us. - + 
The weeks that we have just spent at the Coungil have shown very clearly the 
desire to take this path together, and this fills us with gratitude and hope 

- . « After our departure we shall continue to follow the work of the Council 
with great interest. We realize how important the next few months are. | 
Rest assured that we shall remember your work in our intercessions, and that 
our sincere hope is that we may meet one another increasingly in the unity 
which is Christ himself." EPS, Geneva 


COMMENTS ON ORTHODOX 1 7 | oor : 
OBSERVERS AT VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Geneva) ~ In Réforme, the Orthadox Professor Olivier Clément comments on 
the presence of Orthodox observers at the Council: "The origin of the Vaticanj 
Council, which tends to be forgotten today, was John XXIII's desire for a 
rapprochement with Orthodoxy. But today there are only two Orthodox obser- 
vers in Rome. .representing only one of the 12 or 13 Orthodox sister 
churches. Another paradox is the fact that the Patriarch of Constantinople, 
who has been making continual gestures of ‘fricndliness ‘towards Catholicisn - 
during the last few years, has not sent observers. (It must be noted, how- 
ever, that Msgr. Cassien, the Dean of the St. Sergius Institute of Theology 
in Paris, who is under the jurisdiction,of the Ecumenical Patriarch, received 
a personal invitation.) This situation réveals certain difficulties in con- 
temporary Orthodoxy. . . Whereas the Protestant attendance at the Council 
was arranged solely by the Secretariat for Unity (which is very ecumenical), 
the Commission for the Bastern Churches often intervened in the relations 
with the Orthodox. This represents the tradition of '‘annexation', painfully 
transformed nowadays into 'paternalism'. . . 


"Nevertheless, the fact that two observers were sent from Moscow is a 
positive fact. The Russian church, perhaps because of the trials through 
which it is passing, seems to have overcome the old ‘inferiority complex! 
of Orthodoxy. The presence of its representatives in Rome strengthens its 
own position within the USSR. , 


"As for the Roman Church, the very fact that it has invited the Russion 
Orthodox Christians means that it is to some extent committed to rise above 
the level of political antagonism, and to give up longing for the power which 
it used to have in the past; it has discovered that its sole ue lies 
in humility and Christian witness. 


"It is to be hoped that a frank explanation will enable Moscow and Con- 
stantinople to repair the dramatic "short circuit".of last October. Msgr. 
Basile Krivocheine, Archbishop of Brussels for the Moscow Patriarchate, said 
to me recently: ‘It was a misunderstanding, an infinitely. regrettable nis- 
understanding. . .' It would be a sin against love, a sin against the Spirit 
‘af the majority of the Orthodox churches, especially the most important of 
them, did not send observers to Rome for the second session of the Council." 


* 
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The November issue of the Roman Catholic periodical Hender-Korrespondergz 
(Freiburg/Breisgau) also comments on the presence of the Russian Orthodox 
observer delegates at the Vatican Council. The article states, "Ever since 
1917 the Russian church has been a church = not a seerct political organiza- 
tion = and it is still so today, ‘Indeed, to a very high degree she isa 
confessiong church. With great sacrifices she has so defended her faith 
against an extremely militant atheism and also, in the past, under severe 
political pressure, which still imposes considerable restrictions - that 
every Christian is conscious of a sense of solidarity with her and great 
respect for:-her.- EPS, Geneva 


BISHOP DIBELIUS TO CONTINUE 
TEMPORARILY IN OFFICE 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius is to continue in office for the time being, 
as head of the Evangelical Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. The Bishop's retire- 
ment was announced a considerable time ago. The new decision is a result of 
the fact that the Rev. Dr. Kurt Scharf, the recommended candidate for the 
office, failed to receive the necessary two-thirds majority of the votes in 
that part of the synod which is meeting in East Berlin. The political 
division of the city has prevented the holding of the synod as one complete 
group, and meetings are therefore being held in both sections of ‘the oity. 

The West Berlin synod decided not to pass a vote on this subject. 


Immediately after the voting on the candidate for the office of bishop, 
the East Berlin synod declared unanimously that they were not turning their 
hacks on Dr. Scharf nor on any further possible candidate. Those members of 
the synod who had voted against Dr. Scharf, who is at present the President 
of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany, indicated that they had 
done so solely because he would not have been able to exercise his official 
duties in Eastern Germany, from which he has been excluded by the Hast 
German government. 


The church authorities in East Berlin were expressly requested "to 
renew théir- requests to the state authorities to permit Dr. Scharf to return 
to Kast Germany". 


In view of the fact that the present synod of the Church of Berlin Brand- 
enburg is to conclude its term of office at the end of 1962, it will not be 
possible to take up the question of the successor to Bishop Dibelius before 
the new synod is constituted in 1963, ' fied EPS, Geneva 


CONSISTORIAL CHURCHES IN FRANCE 


(Valence) - The synod of the XIIth Region of the Reformed Church of France, 
meeting in Valence in November studied the questions of proselytisn and evan- 
gelism, as well as those connected with the structure of the church and with 
the ecumenical dialogue. 


It is notable ‘that, in the area of Valence, a real understanding exists 
between the different evangelical communities grouped in the Evangelical 
Alliance, The Reformed Church, the Salvation Army, the Brethren (Darbyites), 
the Pentecostalists, and members of the Armenian Evangelical Church organize 
Joint campaigns of evangelism and Bible weeks, at which pamphlets published 
by the’ World Council of Churches are distributed. 


4 | 


et 


—o 
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si . . The synod ‘also decided to: create two "consistorial churches" = one in 
Lyon and one in Freissiniéres-Briangon-Queyras. This is 4 new system, 
which has spread to various regions, and which consists of grouping parishes, 
“by coordinating their pastoral ministeries and organically linking their: 
councils, so that each of the consistorial churches becomes responsible for 
a united witness. BPS, Geneva 


—— ee ee eS 


The Act of Constitution of:the future Department of Missions of French- ~ 
speaking Switzerland has been adopted by the synod of the Reformed Evangeli- =| 
cal Church of the Canton of Neuchatel. This synod is the first in French- 
speaking Switzerland to take action concerning this common body through 
which the Protestant churches of French-speaking Switzerland will cooperate 

-in joint missions overseas. It will carry out the task of the missionary 
‘societies in the French-speaking cantons. 
x * * 


Dr. James I. McCord, chairman of the Consultation on Church Union, has 
announced that the Disciples of Christ) (International Convention ‘of Christian 
Churches) and the Byangelical United Brethren, will join the consultation . 
with the Protestant Episcopal Church, the United Church of Christ, The | 
Methodist Church, and the United Presbyterian Church in the TSA dal ne pros 

posal for consultation amongst American churches was made originally in. 1960 
by Bishop James A. Pike of the Episcopal Church, and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake 
of the United Presbyterian Church. : LAG : 


*¥ * * 
.. The latest report on the official Anglican-Methodist discussions, 


originally scheduled for publication in January 19643, will now probably 
appear in March. The discussions have been in process for some years. 


* * * 


Commenting on the Cuban crisis in the November issue of Protestant 
Churches in Czechoslovakia, Professor J.hL. Hromadka of the Comenius Faculty 
in Prague recalls "the Chinese translate the word 'crisis' by the paraphrase 
'dangerous opportunity'". He continues, "Every crisis implies a great 
danger, should it be handled in the wrong way, but every crisis is also:a 
valuable opportunity for man to rethink his own life and his entire situa- 
tion and to look for a new beginning". | ; 


* * * 


Dr. Darrell Randall, a leader of The Methodist Church in America urged 
that Christians should insist that some means be found so that food could 
peach hungry people in Communist China:and Cuba as well as other areas .of 
the world. ‘Jesus clearly asked us to feed those who are hungry, and cven 
those who are called our enemies", declared Dr. Randall. 


x  * * 


The Southern Rhodesia Christian Conference, which represents nost 
Protestant denominations in the country, has issued a call for political — 
‘rights for Africans, regardless of colour. “The call, entitled "An Appeal 
to the Conscience of the Christian People of Southern Rhodesia", is intended 
to be read in all churches. Racial tension has increased in past months in 


the area. 
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The Rev. Volkmar Rogler, Superintendent of the F angelical Reformed 
Church, has been appointed as the new president of tr Ecumenical Council 
in Austria. He succeeds Pastor Ferdinand Mayr (of the Methodist Church). 
The Austrian Ecumenical Council groups the Evangelical Lutheran, the Evan- 
gelical Reformed, the Old Catholic, the Methodist, and the Baptist churches. 


x * * 


Dr. Johannes Sandegren, former Bishop of Tranquebar, has died-in 
Uppsala. He was nearly 80 years of age. It was mainly due. to him that the 
Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church was founded in 1919. During the fifty 
years which Bishop Sandegren devoted to Christian missions in India, the 
Lutheran Theological College in Madras was also founded on his initiative. 


* * * 


According to a report in Evangelikus Elet, Bishop Albert Beretzky (the 
retired Bishop of the Reformed Church) has been elected as honorary president 
of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in Hungary. At ‘the same time the 
Council decided to send Bishop Beretzky to attend the preparatory committee 
for the Second Prague Christian Peace Conference. In the summer of 1956, 
while travelling abroad, Bishop Beretzky had a serious heart attack and soon 
afterwards retired from office for reasons of health. His acceptance of the 
position of honorary president of the Ecumenical of Churches in Hungary means 
that he is returning to public life for the first time after many years! 
silence. 


x * * 


The Presbyterian Church in the US and the National Lutheran Council (USA) 
have just announced their contribution, each an the amount of $10,000 towards 
the capital funds of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF). ‘The United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA has also contributed the same sum, earmarked 
in the first instance for loans to be allocated by the recently constituted 
Uruguay ECLOF Committee to Waldensian churches in Uruguay; when these loans 
are reimbursed, they will, according to the wish expressed by the contri- 
buting church, enlarge the general funds of the Uruguay ECLOF Committee. 


* * * 


Vigorous opposition to the introduction of television in Israel was 
voiced here by the Council of the Israeli Chief Rabbinate on the grounds 
that it represented a potential threat to religion and morals. 


* * * 


Leaders of the Reformed Church in Ameriea, the United Church of Christ, 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, the Church of the Brethren, the Mennonite 
Central Committee, the Disciples of Christ, The Methodist Church, the United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, end the American Baptist Convention have 
urged Protestant churches to observe the 10th World Day for Leprosy Suffer- 
ers. This observance was initiated in 1954 in France: Over 100 countries 
and territories now participate. Their statement says, "Since the time of 
Christ the leprosy-stricken have been a special concern for the churches". 
It recalls that Christian missionaries pioneered in the use of drugs which 
have now made leprosy one of the curable diseases. 


* * * 


A report from the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches 
indicated that, to date, 919 young people from 56 different countrics had 
participated in Ecumenical Work Camps in 1962. 


q Ae 


No. 46 - 14th December, 1962 ane, 14 


American churches, acting through Church World Service, have helped 
ship 25,000 capsules of chloromycetin to help stem an epidemic of typhoid in 
Haiti. 10,000 pounds of food were also shipped to Haiti to help flood 
victims. 


cai Marae 


A small ship, fitted with diesel engines and radar, which has been 
built for the work of the London Missionary Society in the Pacific, was 
recently named "John Williams VII" by H.R.H. Princess Margaret. The ship, 
bought and to be maintained largely by the gifts of ‘children fron Congrega- 
tional churches in Great Britain and other Comnonwealth countries - a tradi- 
tion since 1844 - perpetuates in its name the memory of the pioneering work 
of one of the first LMS missionaries to work in the Pacific area. 


* * * 


The Rt. Rev. John M, Burgess was consecrated a bishop of the Episcopal 
Church on December 8 in Boston. He is the first Negro to hold this rank in 
the United States. : 


seer ath EAS 


to offer prayers at a mass for President Frangois Duvalier, President 
Duvalier is considered to have been excommunicated for the expulsions of 
prelates and priests in 1960 and 1961. Other expulsions took place only a 
few weeks ago. 


. 
Seven French-born pricsts have been deported from Haiti for refusing 
’ 
| 
| 


* * * 


The Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has announced that | 
27 governnents have pledged the equivalent of $2,033,498 for the High 
Commissioners! 196% programme at the General Agsenbly tz Pledging Conference 
for Extra Budgetary Funds. This compares with $2,889,897 pledged at the 
1961 conference by 28 countries. ~ 


Ki RO 


Names of 3,000 Israeli Roman Catholics and Protestants appeared on a 
list for whom special permission is being sought from Jordan authorities to 
make the traditional Christmas pilgrimage to Bethlehem this year. The town 
of Christ's birth lics in Jordan territory. It was expected that other 
lists will be submitted shortly on behalf of Greek and Armenian’ Orthodox 
pilgrims for their respective Christmas feasts on January 6-and' 18. 


* Oe *: 


The Salvation Army's Council of Europe, atone tis tele of all territorial 
commanders:and chief secretarics in Europe, recently met in Stockholm to 
examine problems of the work in Europe. General and Mrs. Kitching and other 
international leaders were also present. The whole group was received by 
H.M. King Gustav VI Adolf of Sweden, and Ie a him with three volunes - 
of "The History of the Salvation Arny". 


% * * 


The West Pakistan Christian Council has expressed concern about a grow- 
ing and inexplicable wave of anti-Christian propaganda in certain sections 
of the press and public. It notes, however, that freedom to profess, prac - 
tise, and propagate religion is clearly incorporated in the Constitution. 
Satisfaction is cxpressed with assurances given by the Pakistan Home Secre~= 
tary and supporting sta .tements published by him in the national press. 

EPS, Geneva 
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
FROM WCC GENERAL SECRETARY 


(Geneva) - Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hocft, general sesretary of the World Council 
of Churches, has issued the following message for Christmas: 


"!Christmas is a fairy tale!: such is the general impression we reseive 
from the surrounding world at this season. Nothing can be further removed 
from the reality of our daily life than the world of illusion which, some- 
times in a refined manner and sometimes in a crude one, is built up around 
us at this time of the year. We are tempted to think of the Christmas 
etory as a story about another world, a world of angels. 


'ht such a time we need to hear again the clear and sharp word of the 
New Testament: 'For surely it is not with angels that He (Jesus Christ) is 
concerned'. (Hebrews 2:16), The Word has not become a fairy tale; it 
became flesh. The same passage of the Epistle to the Hebrews works this our 
with great realism. Christ partakes of human nature, of human flesh and 
blood. He enters into the ordinary Carte world of men and shares in their 
suffering and death. 
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"A fairy tale Christmas cannot make a real difference. It is soon for- 
gotten like a dream and the world goes on as it did before. But a Christmas 1 
centred on the coming of God Himself among us to share our life, our struggles 
and our weakness, can have a transforming effect. Because God ae shared 
our existence, He can help us. Besause there is a way from God to man there | 
is a way out of the vicious circle of sin and death. Because God has reson- 
ciled men to Himself it is imperative that the churches should seek to mani- | 
fest the power of that reconciliation in true unity. Because God made peace 
with men, it is not a hopeless task to create peace among men. 


"So let us in the midst of the make-believe Christmas celebrate the real 
Christmas, the birthday of a shild called Immanuel; God with us; God shar- 
ing the life of His creatures." EPS, Genera 


UN DEBATES POPULATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT | 


(New York) - After a long debate  antoniits into the night of December 12-13 
the Second Committee of the United Nations Assembly approved a resolution 
that countries "should be able to obtain from the UN and its agencies such 
assistance as’they may need and request in connection with their efforts to 
deal with population problems". The voting was: 443 in favour, 14 against, 
42 abstentions, and‘ll absent: ae apn See mans eM 3 


ee ee 


Supporting the resolution, Mrs. Lindstrém of Sweden pointed out that the 
world population had now reached more than three thousand million and was 
increasing at the rate of 54 million every year. It was the obligation of 
the UN, she said, to deal with this explosion in so far as it endangered the 
future peace and progress of the world. Strong opposition to the proposal 
came from several countries with largely Roman Catholic populations. Dr. 
Cullen of Ireland said that it was "morally repugnant to the Irish people", 
and Dr. Bernardo of Argentina alleged that findings cf the Population Com- 
mission were being used for propaganda purposes by birth control ap voce tee 
within the UN Secretariat. 


A breakdown of the final vote showed that four maaan American saunas 
voted for the resolution and four against. The USSR, whose delegate had 
spoken against the proposal, abstained, while Yugoslavia voted in favour. 

The United Kingdom and most Commonwealth oountries (except Canada which 
abstained) voted in favour. Twelve African countries were in favour and only 
Liberia against.. The USA delegate, Mr. Richard N. Gardner, said there should 
be no question of "dictating" a birth control policy for member states but 
that the USA was voting Bes a resolution which would make advice available 

to those who asked. EPS, Geneva 


INDIAN BISHOP WARNS AGAINST LOSING 
NON-VIOLENT TRADITION 


(Geneva) ~ Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of Tranquebar in the Tamil Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran Church, spoke at a dinner attended by members of the Lutheran 
World Federation Executive Committee concerning the present danger of India 
under Chinese invasion. He recalled that for two thousand years there had 
been no war between China and India, and then traced the recent developments 
that led to conflict along their borders. 
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Referring. to Mr. Nehru!s condemnation of Chinese aggression, the Bishop 
‘said that India must certainly seek Western assistanoe in this hour of need, 
Yet it was to be. hoped that the present urgeney for armed defence would not 


destroy the Indian tradition of non-violence and turn India into a militarist 
nation. 


. "Shall the bane of Mahatma amare = the India that has practised non- 
violence and satyagraha, which accepts no war at any cost but believes that 
through suffering we shall conquer - shall that land give up her philosophy 
Sr Vite. sand fight tooth for tooth, eye for eye?.°. It 4s here that 
the Church in India has to play a very important part. And I appeal to you 
- . »to remember my land in your prayers." HPS, Geneva 


WELSH BAPTIST COUNCIL ADVISES 
AGAINST ACCEPTING GIFT 


(Zurich) - Meeting at Swansea, the Council of the Baptist Union of Wales has 
decided to advise its churches against accepting a large cash gift offered 
by a Welsh philanthropist on condition that Baptists join with other Free 
Churches in establishing a united fund and working towards organic union. 


The offer had come from Sir David James, of London, who proposed to make 
an immediate gift of £250,000 ($700, 00) for the establishment of a United 
Free Church Fund to which the Welsh Free Churches should contribute £750,000 
over a period of ten years. If a union of Presbyterians, Congregationalists, 
Welsh Methodists, and Baptists were achieved in that time, the entire fund 
would go to the united chureh. If not, money contributed by the several 
groups would be returned to them. (See EPS No. 36). 


The secretary of the Council, Mr. M.J. Williams, said in a letter to Sir 
David James that his offer had Hen deeply appreciated and carefully con- 
._Sidered. Refusal did not mean that Baptists were not concerned with the 
union of the Free Churches. They shared with others the desire to press on 
to a fellowship deeper than cooperation. 


The other Free Churches are to deal with the question in the near future. 
EPS, Geneva 


CHRISTMAS TREES ON THE BERLIN WALL . 


(Berlin) - The West Berlin authorities have decided not to repeat last year's 
large-scale display of lighted Christmas trées along the wall as a gesture 

of solidarity with the citizens of Hast Berlin. They still intend, however, 
to pkace trees at prominent points on the wall. 


Dr. Martin Helbich, Superintendent of the Evangelioal Church in West 
Berlin, spoke against a display of lighted trees, alleging that the effect 
of the lights on those on the other side of the barricades was depressing 
rather than encouraging. Protestant church leaders. in East Berlin have 
deplored any misuse of Christmas trees for political purposes, stressing 
that Christians have always regarded the Christmas tree as a symbol of peace 
and reconciliation. EPS, Geneva 


-ROPE SPEAKS OF VATICAN COUNCIL 


(Rome) - - The Pope, reiterating his desire that the Vatican Council should be 
concluded by the end of 1963, added: "One year is not a long time. I may 
not be here, but if I am not, there certainly will be another Pope". 


a 
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. The first session of ‘the Council, he said, had taken place in.an atmos- 
‘phere of calm and love. Of course, there had been divergent views - "we are 
not, after all, friars singin® in a choir" - but it would have been monotonous 
if all--the Dehone had identical opinions. | | 
The Pope's annual Christmas message will be broadcast on Deeember 22 at ~ 
10 a.m. (Rome time), according to a Vatican Radio announcement. EPS, Geneva 


JEWISH PRAISE FOR - - be 
ROMAN CATHOLIC DEVELOPMENTS | 


(New York) - The President of the American Jewish Committee, a body founded . 
in 1906 to combat bigotry, has praised the work of the Second Vatican Council. 
Mr. A.M. Sonnabend declared that the Council had continued in the spirit of 
the Pope's opening message and had helped to promote "friendship and coopera- 
tion among all religious groups". 


| 
‘Speaking in London, Dr. Immanuel Jakobovits, a prominent Orthodox 
Jewish rabbi from New York, affirmed that Roman Catholicism is the natural ; 
ally of Judaism in the struggle against materialistic communism and for the 
assertion of the supremacy of religion in private and public life. Dr. 
Jakobovits, who was Chief Rabbi of Ireland from 1949-58, has visited the ; 
Vatican and He OOnMe nh aec with Cardinal Spellman of New York. EPS, Geneva 


PARTING MESSAGE OF DR. PAUL LIMBERT 
FROM WORLD YMCA OFFICE UR OG, 


(Geneva) - The end of 1962 marks the rétirement of Dr. Paul M.-Limbert, an 

' American who has: given ten years ae outstanding service as secretary general 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs. Limbert is succeeded by Mr. Fredrik 
Franklin of Sweden. Many saya tee RY come in, mentioning the wise judgment 
of the former secretary general and his capacity for friendship. Mrs. Limbert 
is particularly commended for her "Special Aid" service, which brought many 
parcels of food, clothing, and medicine to needy families in Eastern HKurope. 


In his parting message on "The YMCA of the Future", Dr. Limbert predicts 
that the most rapid growth of the movement will take place in West, Central, 
and East Africa. "This development will come not through the erection of 
many large buildings in the cities but py the multiplication of youth groups, © 
‘.particuarly in.secondary schools and often in smaller towns." Later .in his 
article, Dr. Limbert writes: "To a large extent the Christian Associatiuns 
have merely reflected in their own groups the divided state of the churches 
of the sommunity, and usually they have been too timid about attempting to 
bridge the gulf which so often exists among Christians. This they will dc 
not through theological discussions of faith and order but as a’ lay movement 
in which Christians of all confessions can take part in common enterprises 
and thereby experience the enrichment’ that comes a mutual respect and the 
sharing of convictions." | | ‘ EPS, Geneva 


JAPANESE THEOLOGIAN OUTLINES TEMPTATIONS 
FOR A MINORITY CHURCH 


(New York) - Addressing the annual meeting of the Friends of the WCC, Inc., 
Dr. Masao Takenaka, a theologian of the United Church of Japan, reminded his 
‘audience that there were only some 700,000 Christians among the 90 million 
people of his country. In such a situation, the Christian community must” 
strive: constantly against the témptation to depart from what it stands for. 
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Various temptations assail a minority church, said Dr. Takenaka: +o be 
too preoccupied with numerical strength rather than thinking of "the dynamic 
quality of the dedicated people of God"; or again, to isolate itself and 
fall into "Christian ghettoism". During the war, on the other hand, Japanese 
churehes had tended to "adjust themselves to the nationalistic Aehane: of the 
environment", The only remedy for such temptations was to take Christian 
faith "rather seriously and personally", remembering that "in Asia, to be a 
Christian means to take a different stand from the rest of society". Dr. 
Takenaka also said that the minority status of a ‘church naturally rendered 
it more sensitive to the claims of Christian unity. BPS, Geneva 


NEW OUTLOOK FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 
IN COLOMBIA 


(Bogota) ~ Those who have often deplored the grave restrictions placed on 
Protestants in Colombia were encouraged by a recent statement from Dr. Andrés 
Holguin, the Attorney-General. Ina report submitted to the President of 
Colombia, Dr. Holguin affirmed that the religious liberty granted by the 
Constitution is an absolute freedom applying to all parts of the Republic 
and may not be restricted by the civil authorities; unless it is abused so 

as to violate Christian morals or the law, 


The Attorney-General further declared ee ae anor the anti-Protes- 
tant "Circular Orders" of Dr. Pabon-Nunez, Minister of Government during the 
military dictatorship of 1953-57. He noted that the Agreement on Missions 
between Colombia and the Vatican, signed in 19543, has never yet been sub- 
mitted to Congress for approval, and that in its present form it could not 
be so approved ‘since it violates the Constitution at several points. 


The officers of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
who have taken a close interest for some years in the matter of religious 
freedom in Colombia, have welcomed this report as "an important step" in the 
direction of justice and freedom. (For full text of their statement and 
extract of Dr. Holguin's report, see Documents I and II.) HPS, Geneva 


REFRESHER COURSE FOR 
AFRICAN PASTORS PLANNED 


(Geneva) - Refresher courses for pastors will be conducted in various parts 
of Africa during 1963, with assistance from the Lutheran World Federation. 
Dr. Arne Sovik and Dr. Vilmos Vajta, LWF directors of World Mission and 
Theology respectively, said that the first of these courses had already been 
held at Makumira, Tanganyika, and had been welcomed with. enthusiasm. "They 
asked for a guest lecturer", said Dr. Vajta, "and instead of sending one man 
from the United States or Europe, the Department of Theology. . .asked the 
Rev. Walter Trobisch from Cameroun and the Rev. Gunnar Lislerud from South 
Africa. . . It is hoped that this arrangement, among others, will help to 
strengthen the ties between the Lutheran churches in Africa." 


According to Dr. Vajta, the courses, which are designed-to help the 
older pastor who is not equipped for study abroad but must be assisted to 
keep up with the changing times, should be seen as part of the preparation 
for the next All Africa Lutheran Conference, to be held at Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, in 1965. EPS, Geneva 
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RADIO LECTURER SPEAKS OF 
YOUTH'S ATTITUDE TO SEX 


(London) - Great interest and some controversy have been aroused by the series 
of Reith Lectures broadcast. on the BBC by Professor G.M. Carstairs, professor 
of Psychological:Medicine at Edinburgh University, under the title "This. 
Island Now". In his third lecture Professor Carstairs spoke of the changed 
attitude of young people to.sexual relations, now that they mature much 
earlier and are constantly exposed to sexual interest through advertising,., 
films, and popular reading. The resulting sexual experimentation by young. ; 
people had caused mush alarm, but Professor Carstairs contrasted the virtues 
of chastity and charity, and questioned whether chastity were the supreme 
moral virtue, as it seemed to have become in some of our religious teaching. 
For Christ the cardinal virtue was charity, i.e. consideration of and, concern 
for other people, Se du 


In his fifth lecture, the psychologist referred to the dramatic increase 
of violent crime and the rise in the rate of suicides. "Why is it", he asked, 
"that grown men and women, no less than teenagers, are registering this un- 
mistakable vote of no confidence in a society, which has in so many ways 
improved its physical and material conditions of life?. . . Most people 
today. lack religious conviction. In its place there persists a confused 
jumble of ethical prejudices, now bereft cof their significance, and the wide- 
spread habit of occasional private prayer to a God in whom most people only 
Beer believe.': 


Church press re ARR although critical of the Tpbalctray Mestre ed ee 
alternative! of Professor Carstairs, have been generally favourable to the 
diagnosis which he offered. But the Church Times says that the remedy is 
not simply "to awake to the need for clearer self-knowledge", but rather a 
recovery of the knowledge of God, and a return to obedience of His unalter- 
able laws of righteousness and love. is EPS, Geneva 


FORMER CSI MODERATOR SPEAKS 
OF CHURCH=-STATEHE RELATIONS IN ENGLAND 


(London) - Bishop Michael Hollis, former moderator of the Church of South 
India, and now vicar of an Anglican parish in the North of England, spoke 
about "disestablishment" at the annual conference of the interdenominational 
society, the "Friends of Reunion". The Bishop said that the Church of 
England's demands for more freedom would only be taken seriously when Parlia- 
ment and people were convinced that the church might sacrifice endowments and 
privileges to secure disestablishment. The Church of England's relationship 
with the State needed to be redrawn in terms of present realities, and this 
could not be done unless there were full consultation with dai Stata oh 
Opinion in the other Christian churches ‘in the country. $ 


Bishop Hollis also pointed out that in the Chureh of. England, the ane 
had less share in the government of the church from local level upwards than 
in any other branch, of the Anglican Communion. There was, he said, a wide- 
spread distrust of the clergy as a body and of the bishops, especially with 
regard to the church!s freedom to order its worship. ee EPS, Geneva 


: 
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STATUS OF WOMEN PASTORS IN SWITZERLAND 
(CANTON OF BERNE) 


(Berne) - At the last synod of the Evangelical Reformed Church of the Canton 
of Berne it was decided by 182 votes to 18 that in future a qualified woman 

theologian could be appointed as a minister in charge of a parish which had 

one or more male pastors. 


The synod of 1940 had recognized that the parish councils have the 
right to authorize a woman theologian to preach and to carry out ecclesias- 
tical functions. Since 1954,.in accordance with a regulation in the Church 
of Berne, women pastors have been ordained to the ministry in the same way 
as their masculine colleagues, and have been eligible for work as pastors, 
but on condition that one or more male pastors were already. at work in the 
same parish. EPS, Geneva 


IN BRIEF 


Cardinal Bea, president of the Secretariat for Christian Unity, is 
going to Denmark at the end of January in order to meet the religious authori- 
ties (both Catholic and Protestant) of Scandinavia. One of his visits wil i 
Skydsgaard, professor of Systematic Theology at the University of Copenhagen, 
director of the Institute of Ecumenical Research in . that city, and one 
of the observers appointed by the Lutheran World Federation to the Vatican 
Council. 


Tie 


* * * 


Young Quakers from Western Germany are building a Noentre for non- 
violence" near Coblenz, where courses will be given on the principles of non- 
violence. Young people from different countries are helping them, 


* * * 


. The first Roman Catholic seminary in Papua has been established at 
Bomana, near Port Moresby. It will receive twelve native students in | 
February. Their eourse of study will last eight years, after which they 
will go to posts maintained by the Sacred Heart Missionaries. 


* * * 


- Dr. Erik -Ruden, president of the Huropean Baptist Federation, has .visit- 
ed the USSR, Poland, Bulgaria, and the DDR ‘where he had "prolonged friendly ~ 
talks" with state officials, according to the DDR press, on problems of world 
peace. There are about 100,0C0 active Baptists in Germany, of whom 35,000 
Live in the Eastern zone. 


* * * 


A Catholic jury has awarded a prize to a film on Protestant missions. 
"Madagascar at the end of the world", produced by Henry Brandt, of Switzer- 
land, received a prize at Brussels in December at the Fourth.International 
Gathoring of "Christian Brotherhood for Mission Films". 


* * * 


Dr. Heiko ee a 32-year-old minister of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
has won Harvard University Press! competition for the best manuscript on the 
history of religion. Dr. Oberman, who joined the Harvard faculty in 1958, 
received the Paine Prize of $3,000 for his study on "The Harvest of Medicval 
Theology". He was recently one of the observers at the first session of the 
Vatican Council. 
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The YWCA has realized its ambition of opening a centre in Vienna. A 
small house in the middle of the city provides aceommodation for many 
activities, including facilities for the care of small children. The YWCA 
also has a camp and recreation centre at Gugging, outside Vienna. 


Tage ae SEV yy 


A new issue of stamps showing designs of the Virgin Mary and the house 
at Ephesus, in western Turkey, where she is traditionally believed to 
have spent her last years, is,now on sale in Turkish post offices. Itis - § 
rare for a Muslim country to issue stamps of primarily Christian interest, 
but the region of Ephesus was visited by some 70,000 pilgrims last year. 
The issue was intended to coincide with the Feast of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of the Virgin on December 8. ; 


x * | 
Sixteen international Lutheran meetings will be held in Scandinavia 
and Germany next summer in connection with the LWF Assembly at Helsinki. 4 


These meetings, covering world mission, education, sooial responsibility, ete. 
take placé mostly .. in the second half of July. For the Assembly itself, 
eee all the Are delegate places are already filled. 


* * * 


Continued increase in church giving in the USA is shown by a report — 
from the stewardship department of the National Council of Churches. 46 
Protestant churches contributed $2,708,722,264 in 1961, and the giving per 
member averaged nearly $70. There was a 4 per cent gain over 1960 in 
giving for congregational expenses and an 8 per cent gain in giving for 
other causes or wenevolences”. 


TP en ob 


Vatican Council figures: at the first session, October 1ll-December 8, 
five projects were debated in 34 general congregations and 33 ballots were 
held. 587 fathers have spoken, many of them more than once, and another 
523 have made written observations. Thus, about half of the fathers have 
so far contributed to the Council debates. oe ae 


FOE Ds ted he 


The Rt. Rev. K.M. Carey, Bishop of Edinburgh in the Scottish Episcopal 
Church, writes in his Diocesan Gazette: "At a recent bishops! meeting it 
- was agreed that, in the future, clergy who wished to invite ministers of 
other abiominneanne to preach during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
(January 18-25) need only receive permission from the diocesan bishop. .. 
I hope I shall receive many such requests." The Church of Scotland's prese 
bytery of Edinburgh has welcomed this approach and commended it to all its 
parishes. 


i oe * 


The word "leprosy" will not appear in the new translation of the Old 
Testament, due to appear in 1966. Professor G.B. Driver of Oxford University 
explained that the word has changed its meaning - the disease which causes © 
whitening and flaking of the skin is now known as "psoriasis", Dr. R.G. 
Cochrane, medical adviser to American Leprosy Missions, added that "histori- 
cally, medically, and exegetically" it is wrong to apply the old “conception 
of "leprosy" to the disease as known today. 


* mere cis 
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The Institute for the Study of Worship and Religious Architecture at 
Birmingham University, England, has. received an average of two enquiries a’ 
day since it was formed last July.  Requests:for advice and reading lists 
have come from as far away as Canada and Australia, A diploma course will 
begin in October 1963, and it is hoped to finance a series of annual lectures 
from 1964-65. 


* * * 


In order to counteract the tendency to turn Christmas into a pagan 
festival, a special poster has been designed by a Geneva committee consist- 
ing of representatives of the Roman Catholic Church, the Old Catholic Church, 
and the National Protestant Church of Geneva. It will be posted up in the 
town between December 18 and 25, and also shown in cinemas. The poster 
represents the Virgin and Child, with the words "Noél, Dicu parmi nous", 
Christmas, God with us. It also mentions the three churches which are 
participating in the campaign. 


le 
* * * 


Pastor Nieméller, who is one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, attended the opening of the new building of the preparatory theo- 
logical school at St. Cyr-au-Mont-d'Or, on the outskirts of Lyons, France. 
The German churches have made a considerable financial contributipn to this 
school. Young Germans also helped with the work of equipping the school. 
They were sent by the Aktion Stihnezeichen (Expiation Movement), which also 
helped to build the new church at Taizé opened this summer. 


% * * 


The third international congress organized by the Student Christian 
Movement of Great Britain and Ireland will be held at Bristol, England, 
January 1-6, 1963, under the title, "Jesus the Servant". Speakers will 
.inelude the Archbishop of Canterbury, Professor T.F. Torrance, Bishop Lesslie 
Newbigin, and Dr. Kathleen Bliss. Some 1,000 students, including 300 from 
overseas, are expected. 


* * * 


A series of four special services was recently held in Warsaw Baptist 
Church, under the auspices of the Evangelical Reformed Church, to commemor- 
ate the 400th anniversary of the first Protestant translation of the Bible 
into Polish.~ Twenty-three of the original 400° copies published in 1553 are 
known still to exist. 


* * * 


An aeroplane piloted by a Roman Catholic priest and carrying an 
Anglican clergyman, a Methodist minister, and a major of the Salvation Army 
will be employed in a crusade for a more reverent observance of Christmas 
at Newcastle, Australia. The aeroplane will. drop 10,000 leaflets over the 
town, reminding people of the true significance of Christmas, 


* * * 


Special observances and events are being sponsored by the Methodist 
Council of Evangelism in the USA to mark the 250th anniversary of the spirit- 


val rebirth of John Wesley at Aldersgate, London. . 1963 will be known as 
"Aldersgate Year" and will have a special emphasis on Christian witness and 
evangelism. EPS, Geneva 


THE NEXT ISSUE OF EPS will appear on January 11, 1963. 
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WANE a} 
EXTRACT FROM THE 
THXT OF THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF COLOMBIA ON 


“CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES, ESPECIALLY IN THE FIELD OF RELIGION" 


I. Freedom of Conscience 


. 
; 
' 
, 


1. The Constitution guarantees freedom of conscience. 


2.. The international treaties celebrated by Colombia with the United 
States, Canada, Great Britain, and Holland likewise nba abla a DERN and 
unlimited freedom of conscience. 


3. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, promulgated by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations in 1948, also establishes freedom of 
thought and conscience. 


4. The guarantee of freedom of conscienee, thus established by the 
Constitution, by international treaties which are legally binding on the 
Republic, and by the above-mentioned Declaration of the United Nations, which 
morally obligates the nation, refers to all the inhabitants of the country - 
nationals or foreigners - and includes the whole national territory. Lbiiss 
then, an absolute liberty. | 


Lie Ee cea of Worship 


1. The Constitution. guarantees to all people liberty of worship which 
is not contrary to Christian morals or to the law. Those acts contrary to 
Christian morality or subversive of the public order, executed with the 
occasion or pretext of a religious service, are subjeot to the laws. 


2. The above-cited international treaties, celebrated by Colombia with 
Great Britain, the United States, Holland, and Canada, especially guarantee 
liberty of worship for the citizens of those countries resident in Colombia. 
They may conduct their religious services publicly or privately, in their 
homes or in chapels or places of worship designated for that purpose. 


ce a ee ee ee 


3. Since the Constitution - subsequently to those treaties - extended 
the guarantee of freedom of worship to all those cults not contrary. to 
Christian morals or the laws, that constitutional provision is in effect at 
the present time. And it is applicable to the whole national territory for 
all inhabitants, nationals or foreigners. The Constitution does not dis- 
tinguish between public and private worship, but completely guarantees both. 


4. The Government may not prohibit public non-Catholic worship in the 
national territory or any part thereof, Dispositions such as that contained 
in the Circular (Order) of the Ministry of Government of October 24, 1953, 
in which it is ordered that non-Catholic pastors "may not carry on prosely- 
tizing work nor public worship", are openly unconstitutional and violate the 
international treaties which Ce Se Use is obliged to respect. 


I do not wish to end the report without expressing the urgency which 
exists, in my opinion, for the National Government, according to what 
appears to be its constitutional obligation, to submit to'the consideration 
of Congress the Agreement on Missions of 1953, celebrated between Colombia 
and the Holy See, an agreement which, without the indispensable approval. of 
the National Congress, as the Constitution demands, is nevertheless being 
applied. | Pee 


Andres Holguin, 
August 1, 1962 Attorney-General of the Natio 
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DOCUMENT II 


STATEMENT BY TEE OFFICIERS OF CCIA 
ON THE REPORT BY THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF COLOMBIA 


The main recommendations of a report to the President of Colombia by 
the Attorney--General, Dr. Andres Holguin, on "Constitutional Guarantees, 
Especially in the Field of Religion" have recently become available. They 
justify comment by officers of the Commission of the Churches on Internationa 
Affairs, who for several years have followed developments affecting religious 
and related freedoms in Colombia, 


The report prepared by Dr. Holguin is an excellent contribution to the 
elimination of legal and administrative disabilities imposed upon Evangeli-- 
cals nearly a decade ago during a tragic interlude in Colombia's history ard 
development. These disabilities affected the freedom of the religious 
minority in regard to public evangelism and worship, threatened freedom a7 
teaching in private schools, and challenged the right of Protestantism to 
exist in nearly three-fourths of the national area. 


By showing the broad implications of the constitutional guarantees, 
the Attorney-General has clearly demonstrated the unconstitutional 
character of these disabilities, The report is an important step towards 
removing them, and thus rénders a crucial service to justice and freedom, 
to the hope for greater harmony and concord within the state, and to the 
prospect for better understanding between the people of Colombia and of 
other nations, 


Kenneth G. Grubb, 

Chairman, 

Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs 


Richard M. Fagley, 

Executive Secretary, 
Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs 
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